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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Welcome to the world of ion Oklahoma Online Magazine — we are
all about the Oklahoma Lifestyle, people, places, events and travel.
As you know election day for all Oklahomans is here. Midterm election years
traditionally have low voter turnout. However, 2018 is the year Oklahoma voters
will select their representatives and leaders in state government for the next
four years.
Republicans and Democrats were embroiled in a hotly-contested gubernatorial
race that has included controversial television commercials about each
candidate. It’s difﬁcult to know truth from ﬁction so each voter needed to
educate themselves by researching the facts and making that last-minute gut
decision at the ballot box.
All Oklahomans need to understand the importance of getting out to vote with every election.
Many other states have been confronted with these same type budget issues as Oklahoma and with strong
leadership in their state governments found successful solutions. Oklahoma legislators need to do A MUCH
BETTER JOB and step up to ﬁnd those budget solutions for Oklahoma in 2018-2019.
Oklahoma is a state that offers an affordable quality lifestyle and many opportunities for entrepreneurial
young people. Adequately funding education in Oklahoma must be a top priority in 2018-2019. Also,
Oklahoma’s economy needs to become more diversiﬁed by attracting other industries.
I would like to congratulate both Oklahoma City and Tulsa for being recognized nationally again in 2017 as
two of the top cities in the nation for small business startups.
Are you one of those who get much of their daily information over the internet and on your computer or
smart phone? Ion Oklahoma Online www.ionok.com can be easily saved as one of your favorite newsentertainment websites.
If you enjoy reading about many of Oklahoma’s success stories involving the progress Oklahoma and its
people are making then you will want to bookmark ion Oklahoma.
Let us hear from you regarding any feature stories about Oklahoma you would like for our editors to review,
as we are always looking for those special stories to share with our ion subscribers.
Sincerely,
Don Swift
Publisher, www.ionok.com

oklahoma
“Like” us on facebook
facebook.com/pages/IonOklahoma-Online

Follow us on twitter @IonOklahoma
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COVER STORY

Watts up with
Oklahoma’s economy?
Fearless political
leaders needed.
BY TIM FARLEY

D

iversifying Oklahoma’s economy
sounds like the best plan to
correcting the state’s financial woes,
but it won’t happen until the right
political environment and leaders are in
place.
The leaders must be people who have a plan, will work the
plan and are not afraid of losing a re-election bid, according to
businessman and former congressman J.C. Watts. For the past
several years, Watts and a group of investors have been creating
a national media company aimed at serving the black
community from coast to coast. The network, which will be
similar to CNN, is scheduled to kick off the last quarter of 2019.
As part of his business background, Watts also serves on the
board of directors at Oklahoma City-based Paycom and Dillard’s
clothing stores.
Well aware of the Oklahoma political climate, Watts is blunt
about the state’s future ﬁnancial picture and the requirements
for making it better.
“One of the responsibilities government has is to create the
right kind of environment to attract investment capital,” the
former University of Oklahoma quarterback said during a recent
telephone interview. “Investors won’t go into hostile
environments and right now Oklahoma is a hostile business
environment.”
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Watts was OU’s starting quarterback during the 1979 and
1980 seasons when the Sooners won two Big 8
championships and two Orange Bowl titles.
At age 60, Watts understands business and winning as
well as anyone.
“Let’s face it. Democrats don’t invest their money any
different than Republicans invest their money and
Republicans don’t invest their money any different than
Democrats do. There are social investments but those are
typically made in California where the rules are different,”
he said. “But in Oklahoma, Texas, the Midwest and the
Southeast, Democrats and Republicans are going to invest
their money where they can make a return.”
With that understanding, Watts turned his attention to
ineffective political leaders, excessive government

regulations that scare corporations away from Oklahoma
and a poor statewide educational system, sending
potential, high-paying jobs to other states or overseas.
“If you’re a company CEO one of the ﬁrst questions you’re
going to ask on behalf of your employees is ‘how are the
public schools?’ And, you have to say, ‘well, some schools
only are open four days a week and we have teachers with
master’s degrees and they’re making less than a trainee at
your company,’” Watts said. “That’s not a good ﬁrst
impression.”
Watts decried the notion that Oklahoma must rely on the
oil and gas industry for its ultimate survival.
“We’ve done a pretty a good job creating job initiatives for
oil and gas and aerospace. Why can’t we do the same for
information technology. IT isn’t going away anytime soon.

Barry Switzer exchanges a handshake with Watts at an awards ceremony.
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I’ve spent time in Austin, Texas, New York and Silicon Valley.
be purchased and implemented by Oklahoma’s technology
The air they breath is the same type of air we breath here.
ofﬁce.
It’s no different. Their air doesn’t make them any smarter
That same agency will be able to help developers hone
than the people in Oklahoma City, Tulsa, Broken Arrow or
and market their products so other states and private
Muskogee.”
companies can also take advantage of the work that comes
Colin Wood, managing editor of Statescoop.com, reported
from that program.
in October that Oklahoma “is targeting its technology soft
The new program is an answer to Watts’ concerns that
spots with the launch of an innovation program designed to
other states are beating Oklahoma in the technological
modernize government, encourage civic engagement and
race.
support new businesses in the local economy.”
“You go to OU and you ﬁnd an energy center, but you don’t
Statescoop also
ﬁnd a technology center.
reported that Oklahoma
We have to be futuristic.
has struggled with IT
That governor, whoever it is, We don’t ignore oil and
innovation despite being a
has to be willing to be consistent gas. They’ve been too good
leader in the nuts and
to us, but we have to
in
executing
a
strategy
for
job
bolts of information
explore other options and
technology. A
be more inviting to other
creation. We haven’t had good
comprehensive statewide
leadership in the governor’s chair industries,” he said.
technology consolidation
Watts points to the
for
the
past
16
years,”
Watts
said.
effort save the state more
aerospace industry as
than $372 million
“The strategy has to come from another success story in
annually and is seen as a
Oklahoma. The state is
the
governor,
not
the
legislature.
national standard.
home to the Oklahoma City
They’re only there four months a Air Logistics Center at
However, Oklahoma
ranks 47th in innovation,
year. The governor is the person Tinker Air Force Base,
according to a 2017
which is the largest depot
who
has
to
get
up
every
day
and
Forbes study. The
in the U.S. Department of
work toward
magazine cited worst-inDefense. In addition, more
the-nation graduation
than 120,000 Oklahomans
that plan. ”
numbers for science and
are employed by companies
— J.C. Watts
engineering and
in the aerospace and
“abysmal” research and
defense industry.
development spending.
The American Airlines
However, Statescoop reported a new web site,
Maintenance and Engineering Center is located in Tulsa
innovate.ok.gov, provides a forum for the public to share
and the Federal Aviation Administration’s Mike Monroney
problems it would like the state to solve. Users can
Aeronautical Center in Oklahoma City is the largest support
comment and vote on the proposals on social media, and
and training facility in the U.S. for the FAA and the federal
teams with “top” ideas will be invited to collaborate with
Department of Transportation.
state government to develop solutions that can ultimately
Still, there is another component to making Oklahoma
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018 ion Oklahoma 15

more competitive and inviting to the job creators of the
When examining potential locations for their companies,
world.
executives research a variety of issues including existing
“It is going to take somebody running for governor who
wages, education, poverty levels and quality of life, Watts
isn’t afraid to lose (re-election),” Watts said. “We need
explained.
someone to create a plan of action and stick with it. Carry it
“That governor, whoever it is, has to be willing to be
out a little bit at a time. It’s about consistency. You can’t
consistent in executing a strategy for job creation. We
get into good physical shape by spending seven hours at
haven’t had good leadership in the governor’s chair for the
the gym one day. Or, using a sports analogy, the founding
past 16 years,” Watts said. “The strategy has to come from
fathers did not design a form of government that will us to
the governor, not the legislature. They’re only there four
throw the 80-yard bomb on every play.
months a year. The governor is the
The system was designed to get a TD
person who has to get up every day
on 12 and 13-play drives, getting
and work toward that plan. The more
Let’s be the best
seven or eight yards each play.”
jobs and taxpayers we have means
”
Oklahoma
we
can
be
Watts believes government and
there will be more money for
business are in a dysfunctional state
education, research and development
— J.C. Watts
with no leadership at the helm.
and state infrastructure.”
“People in business believe they’ve
As a former OU Sooner quarterback
arrived if they’re making 3 percent proﬁt when they should
and congressman, Watts had several opportunities to
be making 12 percent proﬁt,” he said.
interact with former Texas Governor Rick Perry, who joked
In Oklahoma’s state government, leaders have taken too
that Oklahoma needed to beat Texas in something other
long to address critical issues such as poverty, proper
than football so he could push Texas lawmakers to be more
medical care and incarceration rates. Two years ago,
aggressive with their economic plans.
Oklahomans approved two state questions that authorized
These days, Watts said, Oklahomans need to stop
signiﬁcant criminal justice reforms after years of housing
worrying about what’s happening in other states such as
too many criminals and ignoring rehabilitation programs.
Texas and focus on the realities in the Sooner state.
That, Watts said, was a move forward which can help job
“As Governor George Nigh has said, ‘you can do it from
creators realize the state is serious about rehabilitating
here,’ meaning you don’t have to be in Texas or any other
offenders and not just tossing convicted felons in public
state. It can happen in Eufaula, Bugtussle, Enid, Taft or
and private prisons. Oklahoma, for the past several years,
Cleveland. People need to stop worrying about what Texas or
housed more female convicts than any other state in the
Indiana are doing. Let’s be the best Oklahoma we can be.”n
nation. The male incarceration rate was almost as high.
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POLITICS

Edmondson Q&A
BY TIM FARLEY

O

ne of two men – Democrat
Drew Edmondson or
Republican Kevin Stitt – will
be elected as Oklahoma’s
next governor on Nov. 6.
Both candidates have talked in media interviews
and commercials about the difﬁculty of campaigning
and the attacks each has faced. Recently,
ionOklahoma emailed a list of questions to
Edmondson’s campaign. The initial questions were
answered, but ionOklahoma did not receive answers
to follow-up questions that were sent to Edmondson
campaign ofﬁcials.
ionOklahoma proﬁled Stitt in the August-September
issue.
Ion: Please talk about the negative campaigning
that has occurred and how it has impacted you
as you go from town to town? Are voters asking
you about it and what is their reaction?
Edmondson: Ads should ﬁrst be truthful. I think it’s
healthy to deﬁne the differences between the
candidates, but that should be done in a way that
isn’t dishonest, personal or juvenile. People want
to understand what the candidates stand for.
Drew Edmondson

18 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018

Drew Edmondson with his wife, Linda.

Ion: Has this campaign gone as you expected? What have been
the biggest surprises on the campaign trail?

Ion: What are the most pressing issues voters want to
talk about? What has been your response to them?

Edmondson: I’m not sure we could’ve anticipated the
momentum that has grown over the last year and a half.
People are tired of the chaos and the failed policies of
the Fallin administration, and they’re ready to do
something about it. We’re offering voters real change,
and people are hungry for it.

Edmondson: The biggest issue is public education. Last
spring, I told the teachers if they walked at the state
capitol, I would walk with them and I did. I supported the
teacher walkout and the pay raise plan that passed, and
my opponent said he would’ve vetoed it, so that’s a big
difference.
There’s still work to do. The teachers told me it isn’t just
about pay raises; we need smaller class sizes, variety in
the curriculum we offer and quality public education
beginning with Pre-K and on up through higher education
and career tech.
Our schools can’t afford four more years of the policies
that got us into this mess. My opponent and I differ
greatly in our approaches to education. I believe public

Follow-up question: While the Fallin administration has
not received widespread support from Oklahomans, do
you and your supporters attach part of the blame to
legislators and political gridlock – from both
Republicans and Democrats?
Edmondson did not provide an answer to the question.
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Drew Edmondson served in the Navy.

Drew and Linda holding their wedding photo.

money should be spent on public schools. My opponent
supports private schools and vouchers. I have a plan to
restore the revenue we need to fund our public schools
without raising income taxes, and my opponent wants to
force local districts to raise property taxes to fund
schools. There’s a clear choice for voters. For me, public
education comes ﬁrst.
Follow-up question: What about corrections, roads and
bridges, Medicaid, the state’s foster care system,
corruption within DHS? What will you do specifically to
address these issues in terms of the budget and to
clean up the corruption and waste seen in these and
other state agencies?
Edmondson did not provide an answer to that question.
20 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018

Ion: Having held public office before, do voters consider
you part of the old political machine? If not, what are
they telling you?
Edmondson: Voters are most concerned about electing a
candidate who will bring real change to Oklahoma. We
can’t afford four more years of the failed Fallin
administration, and that’s what they’ll get with Kevin
Stitt. He’s offering the same bad ideas, and he’ll get the
same bad results. I’m offering something different.
Ion: What do you offer that’s different? Please be specific.
Edmondson did not provide an answer to that question.

Above: Drew and Linda attend the Teacher Walkout. A meeting with teachers in Tulsa.
Left: Drew and Linda arrive for a debate. Bottom: Drew on a hunting trip with friends.

Ion: The race appears to be close. What are your thoughts as the
campaign winds down?
Edmondson: Linda and I have enjoyed the campaign, but we’re looking
forward to the day when we can bring change to the state we love.
It’s important for everyone to vote on November 6. We’re choosing a
direction for the next generation of Oklahomans.
Ion: What can you offer Oklahoma that Kevin Stitt can’t? Why should
Oklahomans vote for Drew Edmondson on Nov. 6?
Edmondson: I’m offering concrete ideas about how to move our state
forward. Voters want solutions – not slogans, and I’m the only
candidate offering solutions.
Follow-up question: What are those specific ideas and how will they
be implemented?
Edmondson did not provide an answer to that question.

n
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PEOPLE

Lou Berney — In Print
BY BUD ELDER

M

aybe it’s part of the American
dream, the concept of
competition. Whether it is
professional achievement or
amateur postulating – the “employee of
the year” or “best spring garden” – there
are pinnacles and prizes for overachievers,
for the best.
So suppose you are a crime and
mystery author and you have been
among four others in your chosen
ﬁeld nominated for the Edgar Allan
Poe, or Edgar, award, a sort of Oscar
for writers. And, at the New York
affair, your name is called. You won.
For a novel called “The Long and
Faraway Gone.”
Congratulations, Lou Berney, of
Oklahoma City.
2016 was a banner year for Berney,
“The Long and Faraway Gone” won
about every award for which it was nominated. And those
from Berney’s hometown, actually the setting of the novel,
were galvanized by the book’s emotional resonance, its
depiction of those whose hearts run the blackest and its nod
to its literary predecessors while take a decidedly left turn
into its own genre – let’s call it “Okie Noir.”
And while Berney seemed to become a quick sensation, it
was not an easy climb to the Edgar awards stage.
22 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018

“If I’m an overnight success, it was one long night,” he
said. “I sold my ﬁrst short story to the New Yorker when I
was twenty-four years old. My collection of stories came out
a couple of years later and got great reviews. I then wrote a
novel that didn’t sell and then another.”
After trying his hand at ﬁction, Berney then made the
move to Hollywood.
“I then became sort of ‘grunt work’ screenwriter and,
during the Writer’s Guild strike of 200720087, I decided to take a shot at another
novel, which I realized was really what I
was born to do.”
Terriﬁc reviews lauded the author’s ﬁrst
two humorous crime novels, “Gutshot
Straight” and “Whiplash River.” These
books, coupled with the “Long and
Faraway Gone,” have led Berney’s readers
to ask, “what’s next?”
On October 9, Berney’s newest work of
ﬁction ““November Road”” landed in
bookstores.
According to Don Winslow, longtime master of crime
ﬁction, Berney’s lastest work “is a remarkable and
unforgettable reading experience. Lou Berney’s artistry as a
writer hits you in the heart and tugs hard at your soul. This
tense and riveting thriller unfolds in the shadow of the
assassination of?” JFK and is a deeply moving love story
about people caught in moral dilemmas for which there are
no easy answers and who together ﬁnd hope against all

odds. It will stay with you long
after you read the ﬁnal page.
You will recommend it to friends.
You will read it again. Berney is
a writer to be read and admired.
This is a staggeringly brilliant
book and a ﬂat-out terriﬁc read.”
Berney has an extremely loyal
following in his hometown. Retired
Oklahoma City librarian Nancy
Slusar has proselytized Berney’s
work to her customers since
“Gutshot Straight.”
“Lou Berney isn’t just a hometown
boy, although he’s a great
representative of Oklahoma,” she
said. “He is a one of a kind crime
author who writes every page with his
heart.”

HERE’S AN EXCLUSIVE Q&A WITH BERNEY:
Where did you get the idea for “November Road?”
The main inspiration for “November Road” was my mother,
who passed away about 10 years ago. She was born in
Shawnee and grew up poor during the Depression. She never
went to college, never had any real opportunities, but she
was one of the smartest, most resilient people I’ve ever
known. A couple of years ago I was going through some old
photos from before I was born, when my sisters were little
girls, and I just started wondering, as writers do, What if? I
wondered how my mother’s life would have been turned out
if she’d made a different choice at a key moment in her life.
Would it have been the best choice she ever made, or the
worst? That became the basis of the character of Charlotte.
Why did you choose the assassination of JFK as the
jumping-off point for the story?
I’ve always been fascinated by the Kennedy assassination.
Every summer when I was a kid, my family would drive down

from Oklahoma City to Dallas to watch a
baseball game. My dad would always
drive through Dealey Plaza, and he’d slow
down when we passed the Texas School
Book Depository. I’d look up at that
window on the sixth ﬂoor and it would
give me chills. It still does.
But I didn’t want to write a book just
about the Kennedy assassination itself.
There have been plenty of those books
already. I wanted to write about how it
changed the lives of three characters
in deep and unexpected ways.
Because that’s what the
assassination did to the country as
a whole. It was a seismic shift in
the way people thought about the
country, the future, themselves.
The main characters in “November Road”, both Frank
and Charlotte, leave behind the lives they’ve always
known. Did you know, as you were writing the book,
what new lives they might find?
Through a lot of the writing process, I really didn’t know
what was going to happen with either character. That’s what
makes writing, for me, both nerve-wracking and exciting. For
example, I knew Frank and Charlotte were going to meet on
the road, Highway 66. And I was hoping there would be some
kind of spark between them. But I couldn’t be sure of that
until I wrote the scene, and the connection they made was
different than the one I’d expected.
I think, for me, it comes down to giving your characters
room to make their own choices. As an author I was rooting
hard for certain choices, but in a way it was out of my
hands, up to the characters themselves. My main goal as a
writer is to keep the reader turning the pages, keep the
reader needing to know, What happens next? I want to be
asking that question too.
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Your third novel, “The Long and Faraway Gone,” was
set in Oklahoma City, while part of “November Road”
takes place in a small town modeled on Guthrie. Do
you consider yourself an Oklahoma writer?
Sure, I do. I was born in Oklahoma City, I grew up here, I live
here now. It’s home for me, and I think for a writer home has
a huge importance. You don’t know anybody as well as you
know your family, and you don’t know any place as well as
you know your home.
What’s great about being from Oklahoma City and Oklahoma,
as a writer, is that it’s such a rich and complex place. It’s
utterly unique in so many ways, while at the same time
there’s real universal quality to it. I’ve had so many people
email me about The Long and Faraway Gone and say that
even though they grew up in Louisville or Milwaukee or
wherever, the setting in my novel felt like home for them.
What is your routine as a writer?
I write for about ﬁve or six hours every day except Sunday,
when I usually go at it for about three hours. I don’t usually
write at home because it’s good for my discipline to get up,
put on pants, get out of the house. My favorite place to write
is a great, family-run coffeehouse and dessert place on N.W.
23rd Street called Cuppies & Joe. I’ve written three novels at
Cuppies, and I even set a scene there in “The Long and
Faraway Gone.”
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“The Long and Faraway Gone” won a lot of
awards and was a USA Today bestseller. But
“November Road”seems to be on the verge
of an even bigger breakout. How does it feel it
be an overnight success?
Well, if I’m an overnight success, that was one long
night. I sold my ﬁrst short story to the New Yorker
when I was twenty-four years old. My collection of
stories came out a couple of years later and got great
reviews. Look out world, here I come. And then…I wrote
a novel that didn’t sell. I wrote another novel that didn’t
sell. The years ticked by. I worked in Hollywood, not the
glamorous kind of screenwriter life you imagine, but more like
the guy in the engine room shoveling coal. More years ticked
by. When the screenwriters union went on strike in 20072008, I decided to take a shot at another novel. What did I
have to lose? And I discovered that this, writing ﬁction, was
what I should be doing. I’m grateful that, since then, I keep
getting the opportunity to do it.
What are you working on now?
Where I’m from, we don’t ask nosy questions like that. But
all right, I’ll tell you: I’m working on my next novel, a
psychological thriller about marriage.
Who are some of your favorite contemporary crime
writers?
There are a lot of them – it’s really a golden age for crime
ﬁction of all sorts. I love Megan Abbott, Laura Lippman,
Lyndsay Faye, Chris Holm, Ivy Pochoda, Attica Locke, Viet
Than Nguyen, Don Winslow, Kate Atkinson, Alex Segura, Lori
Rader-Day…I could go on and on and on.
A launch party for November Road will be held at Full
Circle book store on November 8th with Berney available to
sign copies. n

ART

Cowboy Crossings
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exhibit features work
of cowboy artists
It’s gleaming silver, supple leather and rawhide
BY M.J. VAN DEVENTER

G

leaming silver — the jewel of the West.
Supple leather — the staple of western wear and gear.
Rawhide — braided delicately into utilitarian ropes.

These are the trappings of a current art exhibition showcasing
the intricate work of the country’s premier saddlemakers,
silversmiths and ﬁne artists currently on view at the National
Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum in Oklahoma City.
The show — “Cowboy Crossings” — features the work of the
Traditional Cowboy Arts Association and the Cowboy Artists of
America. This is the 20th anniversary of the combined show for
these two prominent western artists associations and includes
saddles and spurs, as well as paintings and sculptures that reﬂect
the West of the past and the West as it is today.
The show is a unique combination of more than 150 pieces of art
represented in different Western style mediums. This is the 20th
annual exhibition for the TCAA and the 56th annual show for the
CAA. The two organizations merged the two exhibitions more than a
decade ago and have featured the National Cowboy Museum as
their home base for this annual show ever since.
Opposite: Martin Grelle, Memories of Horses and Men, Oil on linen, 44 x 44
Right: Dustin Payne, Wind River Sentinel, Bronze, 20 H x 16 W x 8 D

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018 ion Oklahoma 27

Tyler Crow, Waiting on the Outside Circle, Oil, 24 x 40

Natalie Shirley, the museum’s executive director and chief
executive ofﬁcer, says, “The quality and diversity of
perspectives showcased in “Cowboy Crossings” is indicative
of how vast and relevant the West is to everyone today.
Western art is at the foundation of the National Cowboy
museum’s mission, and the combination of art styles
represented in this show enables everyone to identify with a
part of the West.”
Shirley adds, “The CAA’s mission is to authentically
preserve and promote the skills of saddle making, bit and
spur making, silversmithing and rawhide braiding. All of
those talents are signiﬁcant in considering the role of these
traditional crafts in the cowboy culture of the North
American West. With a focus on education, the TCAA aims to
help the public understand and appreciate the level of
quality available today, and the value of ﬁne
craftsmanship.”
Martin Grelle, a Texas artist and two-time winner of the
Museum’s prestigious Prix de West Purchase Award for two
western theme paintings, currently serves as the CAA
President. He says, “It’s an exciting show. A lot of work has
28 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018

gone into this on the part of the artists and the Museum.
Many of the artists have really tried to stretch their talents
for this show.”
Grelle cited the art of Oreland Joe and Jason Rich, the
CAA’s incoming president. Joe is noted for his Native
American theme sculptures and is now extending his talents
to paintings. Grelle praised his black and white
monochromatic paintings, accented with vivid color accents,
as among the exceptional work in the show.
Rich is especially noted for his paintings of horses and the
way light and movement catch a horse’s gestures. His
contemporary paintings focus on rodeo, roping and ranches.
The work of the TCAA artists includes exquisite saddles,
gleaming with leather and silver accents, as well as bits
and spurs that are true collectors’ items.
The TCAA show will be on exhibit through November 25,
2018. The CAA show runs through January 6, 2012. Among
participating sponsors for the show are Anne Marion and the
Burnett Ranches of Texas. For more information on the show
contact the Museum at (405) 478-2250, Ext. 218. n

Phil Epp, Out of the Blue, Acrylic, 60 x 84
Teal Blake, Western Son, Oil, 22 x 32

TRAVEL

Auto museum kickin’ it on

Route 66
BY LINDA MILLER

A

66-foot-tall gas pump stretches
toward the sky like a beacon,
guiding visitors from around the
world to the Heart of America
Route 66 Auto Museum in Sapulpa.
It’s the ﬁrst of many surprises.
Inside the museum, ﬁttingly located along Route 66, is a
shining collection of popular, often rare cars and
memorabilia that help show and tell the story of the
automobile.
Like the cherry red 1958 BMW Isetta, an Italian-designed
microcar. It has an egg shape and bubble-like windows, thus
the nickname bubble car. Steve Urkel from the television
series “Family Matters” drove one of these cars.
A special built Maserati and Vietnam-era Army jeep.

A giant gas pump stands in front of the Heart of America
Route 66 Auto Museum in Sapulpa.Shrine rendering
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A 1958 BMW Isetta, nicknamed the
bubble car.

And a 1967 Amphicar. Its water
propulsion is provided by twin
propellers mounted under the rear
bumper. The car could even drive itself
out of the water.
The museum has been open two
years and already visitors from 56
countries have made it a must-see.
Foreign visitors outnumber U.S.
visitors. Most are exploring Route 66.
The museum was the dream of
Richard Holmes, a car enthusiast and
Tulsa attorney. He put together an
advisory board of car lovers and
collectors and began the hunt for a
venue. After a four-year search, Holmes
learned of a space in Sapulpa, a
decommissioned armory. After
extensive updating, it was perfect.
The Heart of America Route 66
Museum had a soft opening in spring
2016 and opened doors permanently
later that year in August.

During a recent visit, travelers from
Norway and France were checking out
the museum. At 10,000 square feet it’s
not the largest, but there’s plenty to
see, read and learn.
Two military jeeps from the Vietnam
era are on display, along with a couple
of motorcycles, one of which is a 1953
Harley Davidson Model 165 that cost
$465 new, and a 1959 special built
Maserati.
The largest exhibit room holds the

showpiece, famed fabricator Chip
Foose’s Imposter – a 1965 Chevy
Impala built on a 2009 Corvette. It all
ﬁts because the chassis of the Corvette
was stretched more than seven inches
and the Impala body was shortened 14
inches. Inside the car, it’s all Corvette.
The Imposter is named for the way its
skillfully modiﬁed body hides modern
C6 Corvette underpinnings. The car
cost $2 million and took six years to
build. It won the prestigious Don Ridler
Memorial Award from the 2015 Detroit
Autorama.
The Imposter travels to shows across
the country, but the museum is its
home base because the man who
shows it lives in the area.
Another stand-out is a 1939
Cadillac V16 convertible coupe. It’s
rare, one of only seven.
Other cars on display include a 1955

A 1947 MGTC with right-hand drive.
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Above, Some of the cars on display at the Heart of America Route
66 Auto Museum in Sapulpa.
Below, at one time, a purse made from the car’s upholstery came
with the purchase of a new Ford.

Above, The Imposter, a 1965 Chevy Impala built on a 2009
Corvette, along with other cars in the museum.

Thunderbird Roadster, a pale yellow ’67 Chevrolet SS
Camaro convertible with black detail and a 1955 Jaguar XK
140 MC. A 1947 MGTC features right-hand drive but no
bumper. It was short on amenities but offered a responsive,
exciting drive.
All cars and memorabilia are on loan. Most of the cars are
restored, though there is an original 1969 Ford Torino
Talladega.
Memorabilia includes framed posters and newspaper
stories to a purse that came with the purchase of a Ford car
in the 1950s. The purse is made of the same interior
upholstery material of the car purchased. Instead of a
designer logo on purses today, this one has a Ford insignia.
There’s also Ford branded ﬂatware that came out from
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Henry Ford’s mansion in Dearborn, Mich. And tucked into one
of the display cases is this little tidbit: The Right of Way
sign was created in Tulsa.
Plan to stay awhile. It’s worth the trip.
The Heart of America Route 66 Auto Museum is at 13
Sahoma Lake Road in Sapulpa, just off Dewey or as it’s
better know, Route 66. The museum is closed on Monday.
For hours and more information, call 918-216-1171 or
go to heartofroute66.org. n

FASHION

Shining through the Holiday
Get ready, they’re coming.
Invitations for holiday open houses, ofﬁce parties,
family get-togethers, New Year’s Eve celebrations and
on and on.
That means plenty of opportunities to dress up, to
add a little sparkle, shine or statement making style.
It’s time to step out of denim and ofﬁce-appropriate
wear and into something a little more festive.
Add just a touch or go all out.
“Some of the strongest looks for this holiday season
are all about glamour,” said Cindi Shelby, director of
new stylists for Worth New York. “Whether it’s
sumptuous velvet or dazzling sequins, it’s luxurious
and over the top stunning.”

PHOTOS PROVIDED
Top left, W by Worth sequin dress.
Left, Print shawl, rust-colored velvet camisole
and plisse pant by W by Worth.
Right, Navy beaded halter sweater and wide
pants by Worth New York. All clothes available
at cshelby@worthnewyork.com.
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A disco vibe comes through with sequins and glitter
as they shine bright into the night on dresses, tops,
skirts and pants.
Velvet and off-the-shoulder styles offer a more
dreamy, romantic feel.
Ladylike, classic looks are as easy as a simple sheath
with embellished neckline, especially one in pink, a
beautiful but refreshing and calming color. Shelby said
she loves soft pastels for an unexpected twist for the
holidays.
And, ﬁnally, don’t overlook the power of ﬂare pants.
Dressed up and updated, they’re a great option.
Shelby suggests throwing an elegant kimono over a
sparkly velvet camisole and plisse pant. “What could
be more fabulous and louche at the same time?” n

Worth New York off-the-shoulder dress with side slit.
Worth New York pastel pink dress with beaded collar.
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PETER PAN, TINKER

Autumn at the Arboretum, touted as one of the Best
Fall Festivals by Country Living, continues through Nov. 21
at the Dallas Arboretum and Botanical Garden.
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BELL AND PUMPKINS
BY LINDA MILLER

I

magine clever displays featuring 90,000 pumpkins,
gourds and squashes along with hay bales and
cornstalks plus a Pumpkin Village, all with a theme of
“The Adventures in Neverland.”

That’s what visitors experience during Autumn at the Arboretum at the Dallas
Arboretum and Botanical Garden, continuing through Nov. 21.
The festival has been named one of the Best Fall Festivals by Country Living and one
of America’s Best Pumpkin Festivals by Fodor’s Travels. The Arboretum also was tapped
as One of the World’s 15 Most Breathtaking Gardens by Architectural Digest. Any time of
year is a good time to visit, but the festival takes creativity to the next level.
For the 13th year, Autumn at the Arboretum includes the nationally-acclaimed
Pumpkin Village featuring pumpkin houses and creative displays incorporating all those
pumpkins, gourds and squashes and scenes from the beloved book.
Guests can make their way through Neverland starting in London at the house of the
Darlings where Wendy and her brothers dream of fairies and pirates. Other stops include
the Lost Boys hideout where Peter, Wendy and the Lost Boys talk about never growing
up. A pirate ship sails through gourds and pumpkins in Pecan Grove where Captain
Hook is on the lookout.
And watch out, Tick-Tock the crocodile is known to hang out among the pumpkins,
patiently waiting for unsuspecting guests. Finally, no visit to Neverland is complete
without a stop by Tinker Bell’s home.
Activities for the young and young at heart are planned during the festival, along with
tours of the historic DeGolyer House, Harvest Tea, beer and craft food tastings, gourd
demonstrations, live music and book signings. Cooking, gardening and ﬂoral
demonstrations, cooking classes, harvesting times and daily tastings take place at A
Tasteful Place, a garden dedicated to healthful growing, harvesting and preparing
healthy food.
More than 250,000 people are expected to attend this year’s festival. For more
information, go to dallasarboretum.org. n
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TAMING THE BEAST
8 seconds is perfection
in rodeo competitions
BY M.J. VAN DEVENTER

I

n the rough and tumble world of
rodeo, greatness is measured in
seconds.

Eight seconds to be exact. That’s the amount
of time a rodeo contestant has to tame a meaner than-the-devil bull or a bucking bronc.
Those award-winning feats will be in the spotlight
November 9-10 when the National Cowboy & Western
Heritage Museum honors outstanding rodeo
performers with their induction into the prestigious
Rodeo Hall of Fame.
Natalie Shirley, the museum’s president and chief
executive ofﬁcer, says, “The Museum and the Rodeo
Historical Society are delighted to celebrate rodeo by
honoring the incredible men and women who helped
make rodeo an American household tradition. Rodeo
weekend offers both rodeo enthusiasts and members
of the public the opportunity to come together and
celebrate what remains important to so many
individuals and families across the country.”
Most of the honorees have won their way to
participation in the National Finals Rodeo, once held

Derek Clark
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Clark, a Tulsa native, was a saddle bronc and bull rider
who surpassed the $1 million mark in winnings early in his
career. Today, he is a mentor to aspiring young rodeo saddle
bronc riders. Duvall, a Boynton native, is honored for
creating a steer wrestling school with his brother Roy.
Together, they helped young cowboys learn the ropes with
their Duvall Steer Wrestling Jackpot that continues today in
Checotah. Now retired, Bill’s sons run the jackpot program.
The awards and inductions are sponsored and selected by
the Rodeo Historical Society, an organization whose
worldwide members share an interest in preserving both
rodeo history and the sport itself. Membership supports the
Museum’s rodeo programs, including research, an oral
history project, acquisition of materials for the American
Rodeo Gallery and the Rodeo Hall of Fame.
Rodeo Weekend includes the Rope ‘N Ride cocktail
reception November 9, as well as the Inductee Panel
Discussion and the Best of the West Champions Dinner,
Induction ceremony and beneﬁt auction Nov. 10.
Reservations are required in advance and can be purchased
by calling the Museum at (405) 478-2250, Ext. 218. n

Bill Duvall

in Oklahoma City, now at home in Las Vegas. Among the
most famous past honorees are Larry Mahan and Ty Murray,
legendary names in the world of rodeo. They rode and tamed
some of the most famous and toughest broncs in the rodeo
arena.
The 2018 Rodeo Hall of Fame Class includes Bobby Berger,
James Cathey, Derek Clark, Steve Duhon, Bill Duvall, Jim Bob
Feller, Lester Gore and John W. Jones Jr. The Directors Choice
Award honors Dr. Don Mitchell and Elaine Agather is the Tad
Lucas Memorial Award recipient. The Ben Johnson Memorial
Award goes to Clyde Frost. Derek Clark and Bill Duvall are
the only Oklahomans among the honorees.
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LEADERSHIP

LEADING BY DOING
UCO’s Dr. John Wood knows the way,
goes the way and shows the way
BY GARLAND C. MCWATTERS

J

ohn R. Wood, PhD, decided if he
was going to teach college students
about political science, he should
walk the talk.

So in 2009, while teaching at Rose State College in
Midwest City, he challenged the incumbent councilman in
his Guthrie, OK, Ward 1, and won. Wood served two four-year
terms and was vice-mayor during his
second term.
Wood extols the value of pressing the
ﬂesh and pounding the pavement.
“I walked the ward four times. I don’t
think my opponent walked once.”
In the end, Wood was even able to
convert friends and family of the
incumbent because the incumbent took
their votes for granted and never asked
them what issues concerned them.
John R. Wood
Now an associate professor of political
science at the University of Central Oklahoma, citizen
involvement is one of Wood’s passions. He is concerned with
Oklahoma’s historically low voter turnout.
“In 2016, about ﬁfty-percent of Oklahoma’s eligible voters
didn’t vote at all. In the United States we don’t vote at high
rates.”
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According to the Pew Research Center, of the 36
democracies in the Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Democracy (OECD), the U.S. ranked 26th in voter
participation.
In non-presidential years, when Oklahomans elect the
governor and other state ofﬁceholders, voter turnout is
signiﬁcantly lower. In 2014, only 51.3 percent of voting-age
Oklahomans went to the polls. The lowest
turnout was among the 18-24 year olds,
11.8 percent, and the second lowest
among 25-44 year olds, 20.9 percent.

Encouraging youth participation
Wood has taken advantage of UCO’s
innovative Transformational Learning
program (STLR) that connects students
with the community and workplace
through meaningful and practical
projects. He received a grant to send
political science students into local high schools to teach
civics lessons.
He has led several student trips abroad to places like
Uganda and Guatemala in support of humanitarian causes.
Wood also encourages students to participate in civic and
professional associations, and again, he leads by example.

Group on a Service Abroad Trip to Uganda

He served as president of the Guthrie Noon Lions Club, and
he was the co-founder of Guthrie’s First Capitol
Neighborhood Solutions, a non-proﬁt that encourages citizen
participation in reconnecting with their neighborhoods.
He served as president and conference chair of the
Oklahoma Political Science Association (OPSA). He serves on
the International City Management Association (ICMA)
Sustainable Communities Committee. He is the president of
the Oklahoma Conference of the American Association of
University Professors (AAUP).

Young voters growing more Independent
Regarding young voters, Woods cites the uptick in
registrations of independent voters.
“And do you know who is representing at the highest rates
as independents? Millennials and Generation Z. What that
means is that our young people are not engaged.”
That, he said, is scary, because if they are not voting when
they are 18, their voting patterns suggest they won’t be
voting when they are 34.

Woods, largely because of the age of most college
students, is focusing on Generation Z, born 1995 and after,
which makes the oldest 23 now. They are different than
Millennials.
“They are the most tolerant generation we’ve ever had—
the least racist, the least sexist, the least homophobic—
however, they tend to be more conservative when it comes to
economics.”
They want the government to promote tolerance and
individual freedoms but to stay out of personal pocketbook
issues. That’s a libertarian mindset, Wood claims.
“They don’t see the reason for government in a lot of ways,
and that’s an issue. They are not engaged, and they are not
voting at a very high rate.”
According to Wood, the most engaged citizens are the ones
on the political extremes.
“The people in the middle are not engaged. . . . You’ve got
to get more people in the middle, who see both sides,
engaged. If we get those people engaged, we’re going to
have a politics that’s not as radical.”
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Top to bottom:
John with Dave Aldren (left), while a student
intern at City of Edmond;
In Guatemala with Habitat for Humanity;
Volunteering with Christian Hansen (left),
MPA student, at the Alliance for Innovation
Conference

Young office seekers winning
A bright spot in the Oklahoma 2018
elections is the increase in candidates and
contested elections for the House of
Representatives. The turnover in the House
is the largest in recent history. When the ﬁrst
session of the 57th Legislature convenes on
January 8, 2019, there will be 44 new faces
in the House chamber. Of the 101 seats, only
26 have been decided in the primaries.
Because 2016 was another big turnover
year, at least 76 of the state’s
representatives will have two or fewer years
of experience in the legislature.
The faces are also getting younger. Of the
26 seats decided 11 will be ﬁlled by leaders
35 or younger. Another 30 candidates 35 and
younger are still contesting races.
More women also are stepping forward with 117 ﬁling
for the House of Representatives, accounting for 31.3
percent of candidates. Fifty-ﬁve of them made it to the
November general election.
Wood joined the political science faculty at the
University of Central Oklahoma in the fall of 2014, but
not before receiving Rose State’s Excellence in Teaching
Award the previous spring. He is also served eight years
in the U.S. Marine Corp, and is a Gulf War veteran.
Listen to John Wood’s complete interview on The Spirit
of Leading podcast at
http://www.inpoweredtolead.com/sol-podcast/
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Top: On panel (far right seated) with colleagues, Dr. Jan
Hardt and Dr. Elizabeth Overman of UCO, and Professor
James Davenport of Rose State College, of discussing
2016 elections. Dr. Loiis Furmanski, Chair, UCO
Political Science Department (at lectern) moderates.
Left: Hooding Masters of Public Administration (MPA)
students, Bradley Ward and Brett Crecelius, at
graduation.
Bottom left: John’s last dollar for a day’s work on the
Guthrie City Council.
Bottom right: Preparing for research paper with
students Samuel Kurtz and Heather Barras
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The Gathering Place
the ins and outs of the iconic Tulsa park
BY TULSA PEOPLE MAGAZINE STAFF
ILLUSTRATIONS BY GEORGIA BROOKS

is for artists

A

Walk around the Gathering Place acreage and one
is surrounded by art, whether natural or man-made. So it’s
no surprise the park is planning art installations and
programming into its lineup of activities.
“Alongside other programming initiatives, installations in
the park by many talented local and internationally recognized
artists will keep visitors excited to see what’s next,” says
Kirsten Hein, vice president of programming. Art will be
infused into storytimes, discussions, tours and classes.
In the park’s ﬁrst 100 days, artist talks will give visitors a
chance to meet the park’s artists. Volunteer docents will be
able to help guests interpret the art already on display,
including the Boathouse’s “Cabinet of Wonder,” created by
Mark Dion. This installation is an arrangement of rare and
curious items.
Also in the Boathouse is a large, interactive glass and
steel Edison Cloud chandelier that will respond to user
movement. The piece was designed by Jen Lewin, a new
media sculptor who specializes in large-scale installations.
Park programmers will have regular calls for artists and
plan to offer creative classes for all ages. But, art making
isn’t only for the park’s interior spaces. Art will be
encountered in unexpected places at Gathering Place, and
the park welcomes creatives who want to come and sketch
and create on site.
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is for blue

B

Located on the southwest side of the park, ﬁve
sports courts don a blue hue. Basketball, volleyball, street
soccer and street hockey can be played on the courts into the
evening, as each is equipped with lighting.
Courts are ﬁrst-come, ﬁrst-serve. Limited sports equipment
is available at no cost.

is for cottonwood

C

The Reading Tree is the oldest and largest
cottonwood in the park and is nestled in the 5-acre Adventure
Playground. Its canopy provides shade and the perfect spot for
an afternoon of reading. Storytimes and other kids’
programming will be held under the tree.
The tree inspired the Reading Tree Challenge, a goal for
Tulsa County children to read 2 million books by Sept. 8.

is for dining options

D

Guests to Gathering Place
won’t go hungry. Multiple food options
exist — from gelato and coffee to graband-go sandwiches and linen
tablecloth dining. Near the playground
area, the Lodge has a walk-up counter
with $5 food choices and a large patio
dining and play area. Redbud Cafe is
located inside the Lodge, and features
sweet treats made in-house daily. The
Boathouse offers casual and upscale
family dining options, as well as a bar
with views of downtown at the
signature restaurant, Vista at the
Boathouse.
Throughout the park, benches and
tables provide plenty of picnic spots, as
well as numerous places to spread a
blanket.

E

new sidewalks and a resurfaced single
lane in either direction.

F

is for family ﬁrst

Every detail of Gathering Place
was determined with families in mind.
Kid-friendly food is plentiful. Family
restrooms, as well as baby-changing
stations in both male and female
restrooms, are available throughout the
park.
For children with sensory issues, an
air-conditioned quiet room is conveniently located near the playground restrooms.
Mothers have two private, airconditioned spots to feed babies: the
Adventure Playground family room, and
a dedicated space inside the Lodge.

is for entry points

There are 21 points of entry to
Gathering Place, which helps disperse
trafﬁc in and around the park.
The new John Williams Way gives
those coming from Riverside Drive
direct access to the park’s 530
permanent parking spaces, as well as
the convenient drop-off site at the
Lodge. Walkers, runners and cyclists
can use the new walkways lining the
east side of Riverside Drive or take the
updated RiverParks trail. The Midland
Valley Trail connects pedestrians from
the Maple Ridge and downtown
neighborhoods. East 31st Street from
Riverside Drive to South Peoria Avenue
has been updated with two bike lanes,

G

is for green

From its inception, Gathering
Place was designed with sustainability
in mind. Its eco-friendly design and
“symbiotic landscape aesthetic” make
man-made structures seem like
natural extensions of the landscape.
Along with preserving as many
existing trees as possible, crews planted
more than 5,800 evergreen and
deciduous trees.

Peggy’s Pond re-circulates its water
through nearby wetlands as shoreline
plants and gardens help clean the
water runoff. Buildings, including the
Lodge and Boathouse, are heated and
cooled through geothermal wells.

H

is for hidden gems

With more than 66.5 acres to
discover in Phase 1, there is always
something new to see and do at
Gathering Place.
The medieval kitchen is an unexpected
playspace for kids traversing the wooden
towers of the Adventure Playground’s
Spiral Connector and Towers.
Architectural gems are hidden
throughout the park. An unassuming
white ceiling? Not at the Lodge, where
an undulating ceiling surface is made
from a mix of cedar and maple. The
woods are artistically designed to
complement the intricate veining
pattern of the sandstone ﬂoor.
Murals adorn the walls of the
restrooms in Adventure Playground.
These “hidden” art installations were
designed by local artists and highlight
park elements.
Each season will bring new things to
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see at the park: ﬂowers in the spring,
wildlife along the riverbank in the
summer, and fall color exploding
through the thousands of trees and
native plantings.

I

is for indoor spaces

The two-story Lodge serves as the
park’s main welcome center. It sits
almost exactly on the site of the former
Blair Mansion, the solitary home
removed in the process of the park’s
development. The Lodge serves as a
meeting center, with multiple spaces
on both ﬂoors where folks can gather. A
massive indoor ﬁreplace will entice guests
in the winter. Peggy’s Pond is visible
through the ﬂoor-to-ceiling windows that
line the sandstone building.
Located on the southeast corner of the
park is the Boathouse. The architecturally stimulating structure serves as
another gathering and dining center for
the park, as well as the port for all
rented watercraft.
Both buildings will host numerous
educational programs and provide
guests with restrooms and facilities.

J

the BMX pump track and the skate
park, both located on the southwest
side of the park.
Designed by California Skate Parks,
this skateboarder’s paradise is unique
to Tulsa and has two swimming poolsized bowls. The BMX track is the ﬁrst
in Tulsa proper — a welcome addition
for fans of this popular sport. Both
areas are fenced to protect athletes
and other park visitors, but safe seating
areas above the skate park are perfect
for spectating.

is for lighting

L

If you’ve seen aerial photographs
or video of Gathering Place, you might
have noticed telephone poles near the
sports courts and skate park. These are
posts for lights that allow visitors to
enjoy the attractions safely after dark.
Efﬁcient LED lights are automated
throughout the park.
Elsewhere, lighting is incorporated
into the landscape. Of course, you can’t
miss the well-lit tunnels over Riverside
Drive.

M

is for kayak and
paddleboat rental

K

Few places in Tulsa offer opportunities to get out on the water in one’s pick
of vessel. At the Boathouse, visitors can
rent kayaks or paddleboats for use on
Peggy’s Pond. Rentals operate on a
ﬁrst-come, ﬁrst-serve basis and are
free, except at to-be-determined peak
times. Life jackets are required and are
provided free of charge.

is for jumps

Gathering Place offers plenty of
ways to satisfy the adrenaline junkie in
all of us. Two of the most extreme are
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is for mazes

Cool off in the water maze at
Mist Mountain, said to be George
Kaiser’s favorite park feature. Water
shoots up from the ground in various
patterns, tempting feet to step inside
and follow the dry ground before the
maze changes its synchronized pattern.
In the Sensory Garden, a mirror maze
invites children to see themselves from
a new angle and to experience the
inﬁnite repeating pattern of mirrors.

is for nature

N

For a park in the middle of a
city, Gathering Place has a surprisingly
organic feel. Park staff say that’s
because elements were designed to
complement, not compete with, the
landscape.
The Nature Trail leads visitors from
the skate area down to the river’s edge
for an up-close look at the water and
visiting birds.
More than 1.2 million plants and
5,800 trees were planted throughout

the park, with many located in the
Wetland Gardens and surrounding
Peggy’s Pond.

O

is for open seating

There is no “saving seats” at
Gathering Place. With the park’s spirit
of inclusivity, visitors can neither make
space reservations in the Lodge or
Boathouse, nor reserve park equipment
in advance. Its mission is to be a “park
for everyone,” and this approach can
be seen from its free entry to its
wheelchair-accessible playground
equipment.

is for play

P

Every feature of the Adventure
Playground is suited for discoverable
and exploratory play, and speciﬁc areas
were built for different age groups. For
example, toddlers can navigate
Volcanoville, a padded area with lowlevel climbing elements and sensory

stimulation. As kids get older, wooden
play towers as tall as 60 feet have a
medieval theme with surprises as they
climb each level.
Play opportunities go beyond the
playground, from colorful climbing
elements near the skatepark to slides
built into the Lodge patio — a feature
that might buy multi-tasking parents a
few extra minutes to ﬁnish their meals
while keeping a close eye on their kids.

Q

is for questions

Feeling overwhelmed with the
sheer size of the park and its many
elements and activities? Gathering
Place has developed its own free
mobile app to make navigating the
park easy for visitors with
smartphones. The app includes
optional push notiﬁcations that tell the
user when they are near a dining
opportunity. And visitors can always
ﬁnd the latest on park initiatives,
programming and special events at
gatheringplace.org.
Of course, technology is no
substitution for real people. That’s why
Gathering Place will employ more than
200 park attendants to be stationed at
speciﬁc attractions or to canvas the
park grounds. Their role is to keep
visitors safe and well-informed.

is for recline and relax

R

The topography of Gathering
Place is such that, at many points in
the park, one cannot hear road noise or
even see the Tulsa skyline — making

many spots perfect for contemplation.
In warmer weather, enjoy riverfront
views on a bench along the Midland
Trail; sunbathe in the chairs of the
Landing, a deck on the east side of
Peggy’s Pond; or take in the scenic
views on the Boathouse’s community
deck — the park’s highest point.
In the winter months, the Lodge’s
eclectic indoor seating areas around its
multi-story ﬁreplace are comfortable
spots to read with hot coffee in hand.

S

is for sandstone

Approximately 20,000 tons of
Oklahoma sandstone, sourced from
McCurtain County, were utilized in
constructing many elements of the
park, from the Four Seasons Garden to
the Lodge and beyond.
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is for trails

T

Take a hike! There’s more than
one way to get from Point A to Point B
in this expansive park. With the
completion of Phase 1, Gathering Place
is now ofﬁcially part of the RiverParks
trail system, and the Midland Valley
Trail, too.

U

is for underground

The $465 million Gathering
Place has transformed the site in all
directions. Riverside Drive now goes
underneath a pair of land bridges,
creating surprisingly cheerful
underground tunnels.
A slide – affectionately dubbed the
Rabbit Hole – plunges riders
underground before spitting them out
in the playground. Even the main
ofﬁces of Gathering Place are located
underground, just underneath the Four
Seasons Garden.

V

is for Van Valkenburgh

Michael Van Valkenburgh
Associates is the New York-based ﬁrm
that designed the park. It also will
design the Gateway, a new pedestrian
bridge across the Arkansas River, which
will replace the old unsalvageable one
that previously let Tulsans go from
bank-to-bank on foot. The bridge will
feature an unprecedented steel plate
fabrication system. It will have a
variety of shading structures and
sitting areas, lighting features and
separate lanes for bicyclists and
pedestrians. And of course, it will

seamlessly integrate with the
Gathering Place. Construction is
expected to take up to 22 months after
the existing bridge is demolished and
the new one designed.

W

is for water features

Water is a central element of
Gathering Place, playing on its
proximity to the Arkansas River. Peggy’s
Pond allows for kayaking and other
water recreation, and the Wetland
Gardens provide close encounters with
watery wildlife. As they traverse Mist
Mountain, visitors are delighted by jets
of water jumping overhead, mist areas,
soaring water cannons and interactive
fountains.

is for xylophone

X

The Sensory Garden within the
Adventure Playground engages children
in multi-sensory play. The 3-by-4 foot
xylophone in the heart of the space
begs children to experiment, building
an understanding of music theory
along the way.

is for young at heart

Y

Nobody is too old or too young
for the Gathering Place. For the young,
specially designed play areas
challenge developing minds and
bodies. Antsy teens can burn off some
energy in the skate area and sports
courts. Responsible adults can enjoy
kayaking or running. Those in their
golden years can sit back on an
Adirondack chair or park bench — or
perhaps rediscover their inner child
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when their grandkids demand they take
a slide, too.

is for zoom

Z

Slide Vale and Adventure
Playground’s multiple slides wow kids
with speed. For some speedy fun closer
to the ground, kids can try the zipline
in the Sensory Garden. If you’ve really
got a need for speed, take your wheels
to the BMX pump track or the skate
park, both located on the southwest
side of the park. Or, challenge your
friends to a race along one of the
park’s trails.

But... what about parking?
One of the most frequent
questions Gathering Place officials
are asked is about parking.
In the park’s opening days, there
was on-site parking as well as
designated shuttle sites across the
city. Officials encourage visitors to
walk, bike or use public transit if
they live nearby.
For more information on parking,
check visit gatheringplace.org. n

HOLIDAY

H liday Gift Ideas
Some people like the thrill
of the last-minute hunt.
But for many, shopping early for holiday gifts is the better
way to go.
Fewer crowds. Less hassle. Better selection. Less stress.
And on and on.
Now is not too soon to start.
Begin with a list of who you’re buying for and try to ﬁnd
out their likes and needs so you can match gift to recipient.
A bottle of perfume would be wasted on a woman with a
fragrance sensitivity. A car buff might like a book about
automobile history. If you’re buying clothes, make sure you
know style preference and size. Lucky you if you’re buying for
someone who likes everything and just enjoys being
surprised.
Here are a few ideas to get you started.
For the car enthusiast, consider “The Life of the
Automobile: The Complete History of the Motor
Car” by Steven Parissien. $15.92, amazon.com.
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An individual cooler for his or her favorite canned or bottled
beverage. Stays chilled for hours. Yeti Rambler Colster, $24.99
at Dick’s Sporting Goods.

Leopard is the “it” pattern.
These Kate Spade New York
gradient cat-eye sunglasses
are stylish and functional, $160
from Dillard’s.

How about a little arm candy? Mint genuine
python cuff, $98, at Rustic Cuff stores in
Edmond, Classen Curve and Tulsa.

Wrap up some meltaways, crisps or bars by
Bedré Fine Chocolate. Bedré, owned by the
Chickasaw Nation, is available at several
OnCue stations, Crest stores, the Gourmet
Gallery, Pops and more. Find other locations at
bedrechocolates.com.
n

ornaments: freestyledesign.com
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EVENTS

MYRIAD GARDENS

November and December in the Gardens
Many activities require registration; register online at myriadgardens.org

Tree For All
presented by Cox Communications
Saturday, November 3, 9am-Noon
In front of the Children’s Garden
TREE FOR ALL, the Myriad Botanical Gardens tree giveaway
and sale event, is back for its second year! Presented by Cox
Communications, the ﬁrst 100 patrons in line on the day of
the event will receive a FREE Eastern Redbud, which is
Oklahoma’s state tree.
Trees are available for $12 for members and $15 for
nonmembers with a limit of two trees per household. Trees
come in 3-gallon containers and can be up to 7 feet tall. All
trees are Oklahoma Proven® varieties that perform best in
challenging climates. Guests are encouraged to bring a
wagon for transporting trees to their vehicle. Participate in
free educational
workshops on how to
plant and care for
your trees, which will
be essential in
maintaining plant
health. A variety of
booths and vendors
will be on hand for
you to visit. Special thanks to our presenting sponsor Cox
Communications, along with the Tree Bank Foundation and
Cedar Valley Nurseries.

Little Saplings
November 6, 20; December 4, 18, 10-11am
Every Other Tuesday
Member $3; Nonmember $4
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Best for ages 2 to 5
JOIN US IN THE CHILDREN’S GARDEN for an hour of songs,
games, and interactive nature fun. Toddlers (and parents)
will get to learn about the exciting world of gardens in an
engaging and educational way. Each week features a new
theme with corresponding activities and learning
opportunities.

Yoga Series at the Gardens
Sponsored by Tinker Federal Credit Union and
Stephenson Cancer Center
Giveaway sponsor Athleta
Tuesdays, 5:45pm
Tuesdays, December 4, 11 and 18, 5:45pm
(No yoga on December 25)
Check-in at the North Lobby to get class
Late arrivals not accepted after 5:50pm
Members $5; Nonmembers $10
THIS IS A GREAT, ALL-LEVELS CLASS. Class participants
should bring a yoga mat and water. Class participants will
meet in the north lobby for check-in each week. Drop in for a
session or two or enjoy the entire series!

Devon Ice Rink Season
Friday, November 9, 2018 – January 27, 2019
Admission: $13 per person, includes skate rentals; $8
per person if you bring your own skates; Gardens
Members skate for $7, includes skate rental
Group Rate (10 or more guests) is $9 includes skates.
Advanced reservation required for groups.
Hours: Monday-Thursday, 3pm-9pm; Friday, 3-11pm;
Saturday, 11am-11pm; Sunday, 12-7pm
EACH HOLIDAY SEASON, the Myriad Botanical Gardens
transforms its seasonal plaza into the Devon Ice Rink,
making for a winter wonderland set in a bustling downtown
setting. At Devon Ice Rink, you can skate across 5,500 square
feet of real ice, and indulge in seasonal food and beverage
offerings. Lose yourself in a magical, park-like atmosphere
surrounded by the glittering lights the Devon Ice Rink.

Ladies’ Night Out: Floral Designs
Friday, November 9, 7-8:30pm
Member $45; Nonmember $55
Chelsea Hughes, Calvert’s Plant Interiors
GATHER YOUR FRIENDS, sisters, and mother for a party with
light refreshments and soothing tunes as you learn the

basics and ﬁner points of fashioning a ﬂoral arrangement
you will take home. No experience necessary! Bring pruners.

Sprouting Chefs: Holiday Gifts In A Jar
Saturday, November 10, 2-3:30pm
Member $14; Nonmember $18
Donna Jung, FCS Extension Educator
with Canadian County
For families, preferably kids ages 5
and up
Learn how to create simple, thoughtful
and tasty mason jar DIY treats to give as
gifts during the holidays. First we’ll make
a couple gifts in a jar, then we’ll get to
sample a few of those goodies already
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cooked. All supplies will be provided, including clever labels
and materials to make the gifts your own.

include seeds and nesting materials.

Myriad Kitchen: Soups & Salsas

Tuesday, November 20, 11am-Noon
Member $6; Nonmember $8
Best for ages 5 to 9
Come enjoy a relaxing tea party with your family right before
the busyness of Thanksgiving begins! We’ll sip homemade
herbal tea, munch on a few snacks and read some festive
stories. Everyone will get to create their own herbal tea
blend to take home and enjoy.

Thursday, November 15, 7-8:30pm
Member $5; Nonmember $10
Trader Joe’s staff
In this demonstration class, Trader Joe’s staff will prepare
delectable dishes designed to support individuals in making
more informed food decisions. Enjoy an assortment of take
home selections, such as kitchen recipes, cooking tips, and
bonus giveaways.

Learn to Curl
Saturdays, November 17 & December 1 & 15, 9-10:30am
Devon Ice Rink at Myriad Gardens
Members: $20; Nonmembers: $25
Join the Oklahoma Curling Club members as they walk you
through the basic rules and etiquette of curling, explain the
how’s and why’s of delivering and sweeping a stone and get
you on the ice enjoying the sport of curling with friends or
family! Dress warm, wear rubber soled shoes and prepare
for a fun morning on the ice! All other equipment will be
provided by the Oklahoma Curling Club. This program
normally sells out!

Thanksgiving Tea Party

Guided Walking Tour
Saturday, November 24, 10-11am
Last Saturday monthly
FREE
Geared towards adults, children and leashed dogs welcome.
Expand your knowledge of Oklahoma plants and ﬁnd
inspiration for your own garden with our educational walking
tours. Each month will feature different plants from our
outdoor collection that make great choices for our region –
from spring color to drought tolerant choices and more. Selfguided plant tour handouts are available in our north lobby.

Family Workshop: Wilderness
Wreaths
Saturday, November 17, 10-11am
Member $6; Nonmember $8
Olivia Tegeler, Children’s Garden Manager
Best for ages 6 to 10
Autumn is a perfect time to decorate and
maintain a supportive habitat for a common
Oklahoma bird- the American Goldﬁnch! In this
hands-on lesson, participants will learn about
goldﬁnches and how they can attract these
birds to their home. We will end by creating a
beautiful fall themed wreath out of natural
materials that are useful to this bird, which
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Jingle Mingle: Holiday Party
for Gardens Members
Thursday, November 29, 5-7:30pm
South Lobby of the Crystal Bridge
Must be a member to attend.
Join us to celebrate the season and the much-anticipated
unveiling of renovated spaces inside the South Lobby. Enjoy

a silent auction, greens market featuring fresh greenery and
poinsettias for sale, treats and libations. RSVP appreciated
by Friday, November 23. Call (405) 445-7080.

Design a fantastic, modern succulent wreath in this fun,
hands-on holiday workshop. Specialized instruction will lead
you as you create your own beautiful 18-22” wreath to adorn
any holiday display. Succulent wreaths are best for indoors,
while evergreens are best for the outdoors, so sign up for
both classes and make each one.

Holiday Workshop:
Living Wreaths (Evergreens)

Holiday Workshop: Living Wreaths
(Succulents)
Friday, November 30, 7-8:30pm
Saturday, December 1, 10-11:30am
Saturday, December 1, 1-2:30pm
Member $75; Nonmember $85
Roberta Rowland, Horticulturist

Friday, November 30, 7-8:30pm
Saturday, December 1, 10-11:30am
Saturday, December 1, 1-2:30pm
Member $45; Nonmember $55
Kaitlin Bacon, Plant Biologist
Design a classic, traditional evergreen wreath in this fun,
hands-on holiday workshop. Receive specialized instruction
as you create your own beautiful 18-22” wreath to adorn
your home. Evergreen wreaths are best for outdoors, while
succulents are best for the indoors, so sign up for both
classes and make each one.

Just in December —
ILLUMINATIONS:
Night Lights in the Crystal Bridge
November 23 through January 2, 2019
Crystal Bridge Tropical Conservatory
Admission is $5 Gardens’ members; $7 nonmembers,
$3 member children, $5 ages 3-12 and 2 and under
FREE. Hours are Tuesday-Thursday, 6-9pm; FridaySaturday, 6-10pm; Sunday, 6-9pm; Closed Mondays;
New Years Eve, 6-11pm; New Years Day, 6-9pm;
(Closed December 8, 14 & 15 for rentals)
ENJOY A NEW TAKE ON HOLIDAY LIGHTING inside the Crystal
Bridge Conservatory beginning November 23 through January
2nd. Professional designers using the latest lighting
technology are taking our holiday display to the next level,
beyond strings of lights. Bring your out-of-town guests and
show off the best of your city!
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Family Workshop: Snow Globe Worlds
Saturday, December 1, 10-11am
Member $8; Nonmember $10
Best for ages 6 to 9
LEARN HOW OUR FURRY ANIMAL AND PLANT FRIENDS handle
the cold winter weather as we play a game and read a few
stories. Then we’ll create our own snowy worlds in mason jars
using natural materials to take home to proudly display
throughout the season. Class will include a nature walk if the
weather allows.

Festival on the Greens – Oklahoma
Inspired Christmas Market
Open daily December 1-23
Sunday-Thursday, 11am-8pm
Friday-Saturday, 11am-9pm
North Plaza by the Devon Lawn
Visit festivalonthegreens.com
FESTIVAL OF THE GREENS is Oklahoma’s largest open-air
Christmas festival—an enchanting holiday celebration
nestled in the center of Oklahoma City’s downtown at the
Myriad Botanical Gardens. Inspired by cherished European
holiday markets, the gardens transform into a Christmas
market and festival focused on showcasing Oklahoma’s
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ﬁnest. Festival on the Greens is known for its high-quality
gift vendors, Oklahoma artisans, delicious food, holiday
cheer, and for being the ideal place for friends and families
to create holiday traditions and memories. Visitors will enjoy
children’s crafts, roaming entertainers, delightful treats,
and unexpected surprises. It’s festively simple—it all
centers around the best of Oklahoma!

Sensory Santa Morning
Sponsored by SPROUTS
Sunday, December 2, 9-11am
Crystal Bridge Tropical Conservatory
Member: $8 per participant
Nonmember: $12 per participant
Accompanying adults FREE
AN EVENT TAILORED FAMILIES
WITH CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL
NEEDS, join us inside the Crystal
Bridge Tropical Conservatory for
a morning with Santa. This event
provides a more controlled and
welcoming environment for a
Santa Photo Experience. We will have festive booths with
activities for the children. Santa will be in a designated spot
for photos throughout the evening. No loud music. A light
snack will be provided for registered participants. Registered
guests that need handicap accessible parking should
contact Bekah Wade for details at rwade@myriadgardens.org

Myriad Kitchen: Holiday Dessert
Friday, December 7, 6-7:30pm
Member $20; Nonmember $27
Pam Patty, RD/LD, Community Wellness Dietician for
Integris Health; Oklahoma Master Gardener
Holidays in the kitchen are cherished memories. In this
“make, take, and bake” workshop, the smell of Deep Dish
Artisan Apple Pie will ﬁll the room as you handcraft the crust
from scratch, prepare the delicious ﬁlling, and assemble the
pie. Take home to bake and enjoy when you want to eat it.

Winter Weather Wonderland
Saturday, December 8, 10-11am
Member $5; Nonmember $6
Olivia Tegeler, Children’s Garden Manager
Best for ages 7 to 11
Join us as we take a closer look at how blizzards and ice
storms are formed by observing science experiments and
visiting the Children’s Garden weather station, where we will
ﬁnd instruments that meteorologists use to predict these
storms. We will ﬁnish the class by creating an icicle ornament
and a snow gauge to take home as the start of your very own
weather station!

Polar Express PJ and Pancake Party
Sunday, December 9, 9:30-11:30am
Park House Event Center
Member: $25; Nonmember: $30
Register online at myriadgardens.org
Do you BELIEVE? Join us for a morning of holiday festivities
in the Park House Event Center. Guests will be able to ice
skate at the Devon Ice Rink, drink hot cocoa, eat pancakes
and create Polar Express crafts! Our special guest, Santa,
will also make an appearance to read The Polar Express to
children in attendance. Each child will receive a bell from
Santa’s Sleigh. Wear your PJs to get in the spirit.

Gingerbread House Workshop
Saturday, December 15, 10am-Noon
Member $35; Nonmember $40
All ages welcome. Children ages 8 and under will need
chaperone help.
We’ll learn about the ﬂavorful ginger root – where it comes
from, how it grows – and then discuss the history of gingerbread. We’ll ﬁnish by decorating our fragrant masterpieces.
All supplies provided including gingerbread structure,
frosting, candies for decorating and a little help if needed.
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for nighttime viewing of the décor inside as we stay open
late past the regular closing time. Make a ﬂower crown ($8
per crown), clove studded orange or a pine cone Christmas
tree to take home for the evening or skate at the Devon Ice
Rink open 11am-11pm.

Guided Walking Tour

Winter Break Natural Card Making
Tuesday, December 18, 10am-Noon
Member $12; Nonmember $13
Jeanne Parkhurst, local educator and teaching artist
Best for ages 6 to 11
Create festive greeting cards using inspiration and items
from nature to give as gifts to family and friends this
holiday season. Kids will get to use a variety of supplies
from the art closet and the garden to craft handmade cards
and stationary. Kids can be dropped off for the
program - perfect for kids on Winter Break.

December Drop-Ins
December 19, 20 & 21, 10am-Noon
Member $4; Nonmember $5
Best for ages 6 to 10
KIDS WILL DISCOVER THE BEAUTY AND FUN NATURE
has to offer even during the winter. Join us each day
with story time every 30 minutes, holiday ornament
or gift making and interactive education. Every day
has a different theme and craft.

Winter Solstice Celebration
Friday, December 21, 7:30-10pm
Crystal Bridge Tropical Conservatory
$5 per person for Crystal Bridge Entrance Fee
$8 to make a flower crown
JOIN US FOR THE LONGEST NIGHT of the year. Take
advantage of extended hours in the Crystal Bridge
60 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018

Saturday, December 29, 10-11am
Last Saturday monthly
FREE
Geared towards adults, children
and leashed dogs welcome.
EXPAND YOUR KNOWLEDGE of Oklahoma plants and ﬁnd
inspiration for your own garden with our educational walking
tours. Each month will feature different plants from our
outdoor collection that make great choices for our region –
from spring color to drought tolerant choices and more. Selfguided plant tour handouts are available in our north lobby. n

2018-2019
DATE

BOLD = Home Game
DATE

Nov. 1
Nov. 2
Nov. 5
Nov. 7
Nov. 8
Nov. 10
Nov. 12
Nov. 14
Nov. 17
Nov. 19
Nov. 21
Nov. 23
Nov. 24
Nov. 28

OPPONENT

at Charlotte
at Washington
New Orleans
at Cleveland
Houston
at Dallas
Phoenix
New York
at Phoenix
at Sacramento
at Golden State
Charlotte
Denver
Cleveland

TIME

6:00
7:00
7:00
6:00
7:00
8:00
7:00
7:00
8:00
9:00
9:30
7:00
7:00
7:00
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Nov. 30
Dec. 3
Dec. 5
Dec. 7
Dec. 10
Dec. 12
Dec. 14
Dec. 15
Dec. 17
Dec. 19
Dec. 22
Dec. 23
Dec. 25
Dec. 28
Dec. 30
Dec. 31
Jan. 2
Jan. 4
Jan. 6
Jan. 8
Jan. 10
Jan. 12

OPPONENT

Atlanta
at Detroit
at Brooklyn
at Chicago
Utah
at New Orleans
at Denver
LA
Chicago
at Sacramento
at Utah
Minnesota
at Houston
at Phoenix
at Dallas
Dallas
at Los Angeles
at Portland
Washington
Minnesota
at San Antonio
San Antonio

TIME
7:00
6:00
6:30
7:00
7:00
7:00
9:00
8:00
7:00
9:00
8:00
7:00
2:00
8:00
6:00
7:00
9:30
9:30
6:00
7:00
8:30
7:00

BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
DATE

Jan. 15
Jan. 17
Jan. 19
Jan. 21
Jan. 22
Jan. 24
Jan. 27
Jan. 29
Feb. 1
Feb. 3
Feb. 5
Feb. 7
Feb. 9
Feb. 11
Feb. 14
Feb. 22
Feb. 23
Feb. 26
Feb. 28
Mar. 2
Mar. 3
Mar. 5

OPPONENT

at Atlanta
Los Angeles
at Philadelphia
at New York
Portland
New Orleans
Milwaukee
at Orlando
at Miami
at Boston
Orlando
Memphis
at Houston
Portland
at New Orleans
Utah
Sacramento
at Denver
Philadelphia
at San Antonio
Memphis
at Minnesota

TIME

6:30
8:30
2:30
11:30
7:00
7:00
5:00
6:00
7:00
1:00
7:00
7:00
7:30
7:00
7:00
8:30
7:00
19:30
8:30
7:30
6:00
7:00

DATE

Mar. 7
Mar. 8
Mar. 11
Mar. 13
Mar. 14
Mar. 16
Mar. 18
Mar. 20
Mar. 22
Mar. 25
Mar. 27
Mar. 29
Mar. 31
Apr. 2
Apr. 5
Apr. 7
Apr. 9
Apr. 10

OPPONENT

at Portland
at LA
at Utah
Brooklyn
at Indiana
Golden State
Miami
Toronto
at Toronto
at Memphis
Indiana
Denver
Dallas
Los Angeles
Detroit
at Minnesota
Houston
at Milwaukee

TIME

9:30
9:30
8:00
7:00
6:00
7:30
7:00
8:30
6:30
7:00
7:00
7:00
2:30
7:00
7:00
2:30
8:30
7:00

Times listed are Central Standard Time (CST)
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PEOPLE

makes comeback among amateurs
Blue Sage studio hosts retirees, young couples, children in classes
BY DORIAN QUILLEN

C

raft is making a comeback
and Andy Boatman of the
Blue Sage Studios couldn’t
be happier.

Boatman, a middle school technology teacher,
has indulged his creative side the past 16 years as
a glassblower, a craft he learned from his aunt.
“My aunt has blown glass for 35 years,” Boatman
said. “It’s such a dynamic thing to do because it’s hot
and there’s movement, and it can be meditative,” he
said.
Boatman shares his craft by teaching glassblowing
at the Blue Sage Studios, located near the bustling
Midtown district of Oklahoma City. The studio
specializes in art glass vases, bowls and sculptures
and caters to an emerging interest in crafts and art.
“I think people are looking for something to do and
they want to better themselves and learn new things,”
Boatman said. “People are ﬁnally at a point socially
where they have disposable income and are willing to
invest in themselves.
“Like forging and metalwork and woodwork,
glassblowing is making a comeback,” Boatman
said. “People are learning more and working with
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their hands again, not just as a
profession, but as a hobby or
something to do,” Boatman said.
Glassblowing is not only fun, but
can be addictive due to the
variety of glasses and
techniques, Boatman said.
“We do a lot of bowls and
basins and with the holidays
coming up, pumpkins and
Christmas ornaments, so we have
quite a diverse palette of work,” he
said. “You do a little bit and you want to
do it more and there’s always an opportunity
to get better, so you never stop learning and
that’s fun.”
Blue Sage Studios attracts a wide range of
age groups and focuses on individualized
attention during lessons, but there is always
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018 ion Oklahoma 65

room for more. The studio has hosted retirees, young couples
and children, beginning at age 13.
“Most of the things we do are one on one, but we have a
date nigtht where couples can come in and learn and
usually make an ornament and a ﬂower each,” Boatman
said, “It takes less than an hour and is a good ﬁrst
experience for people,” he said.
“Recently, a family came in and made Christmas
ornaments for their grandparents, so there’s a lot of fun
involved,” Boatman said.
While glassblowing can include a variety of glass types,
Blue Sage Studio uses a “soft” glass that melts at near
2,000 degrees.
“They can manipulate it and make things with it and
reheat it,” Boatman said. “It’s quite a process of learning
just how to move with the glass because there’s nothing in
the movement and work that is like any other process, so it’s
very unique,” he said.
The growth of social media sites like YouTube, have been a
big inﬂuence and helped increase interest in crafts like
glassblowing, according to Boatman.
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“When I started, there wasn’t anything like that and it
was kind of a shot in the dark,” he said. “Now you can
watch the best people in the world on the computer
making things and it’s amazing.”
Blue Sage Studios offer lessons for kids beginning at
ages 13-15, as well as adults of all ages. A one-hour
lesson costs $85/hour and an ornament making session
costs $25. The cost is relatively low, compared to the cost
of maintaining the necessary equipment, according to
Boatman.
“It’s a very expensive undertaking, between gas,
electricity and raw materials,” he said. “Most people
can’t afford the equipment, so being able to provide a
place where people can come and work and create has
been neat, because they really couldn’t afford to do it on
their own,” Boatman said.
“It’s a lot of fun and deﬁnitely worth the
pursuit.”
To book a lesson or for more
information,
contact andy@bluesagestudios.com. n
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267 OKLAHOMANS TO RECEIVE 2018
NEXTGEN UNDER 30 AWARD
Individuals recognized for leadership and service
to their communities

A

cross 15 career categories, 267 Oklahomans
age 30 years or younger from 202 companies
are being recognized for their professional
leadership and extensive service to their
communities.
From Guymon to Durant to Tahlequah, the 2018 NextGen Under 30 Oklahoma
Award honorees were selected through a highly competitive application process.
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This year’s class will be honored at an awards ceremony at
the Embassy Suites in Norman on Friday, Nov. 2, with a
reception at 6 p.m., followed by dinner at 6:45 p.m. and an
awards presentation at 7:45 p.m. American Fidelity Foundation
President Tom McDaniel will serve as the keynote speaker.
The 2018 NextGen Under 30 Oklahoma Awards is a
statewide program honoring young professionals who are
leading Oklahoma’s future and cultivating change in their
communities. Throughout the year, the class will connect
with next generation Oklahomans in rural and urban areas
and will learn about leadership through workshops and
retreats.
“The NextGen Under 30 Oklahoma aims to support
retention of young professionals in Oklahoma and recognize
outstanding achievements among our state’s best and
brightest,” ionOklahoma Online Publisher Don Swift said.

“Each honoree has displayed exceptional leadership among
their peers as well as contributed to Oklahoma
communities.”
The 15 categories include arts; education; higher education;
energy and transportation; ﬁnance; healthcare; hospitality;
law; manufacturing/industry/the trades/agriculture;
media/public relations/marketing/advertising; non-proﬁt;
policy and public service; retail and e-commerce;
science/technology/engineering; and stafﬁng.
“With these outstanding individuals, our state will continue
to advance,” Swift said. “We look forward to their continued
contributions and positive inﬂuence within our state.”
For more information and a complete list of honorees,
visit http://nextgenunder30.com/award-winners/. For
more information about ionOklahoma, visit
www.ionok.com/.
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ABOUT THE SPEAKER

McDaniel speaks to Next Gen Under 30 banquet audience

T

om McDaniel has had a busy and storied life in
Oklahoma.
He has been president of two universities and a major
company foundation. As part of his civic engagement,
McDaniel serves as chairman of the MAPS 3 advisory
committee in Oklahoma City.
McDaniel became the 16th president of Oklahoma City
University, a position he held from 2001 to 2010. The
construction and dedication of the Meinders School of
Business, the Wanda L. Bass Music Center, the Ann Lacy
Visitors and Admissions Center and the Norick Art Center all
occurred during his tenure.
The capital improvements were part of a successful $100million centennial development campaign which doubled
the university’s endowment and allowed the creation of new
academic programs in nursing, dance and ﬁlm, as well as
new athletic programs in rowing, wrestling and volleyball.
Prior to coming to Oklahoma City University, McDaniel
served as president of Northwestern
Oklahoma State University in Alva, becoming
the ﬁrst and only graduate (1960) of that
school to serve as its president. McDaniel,
who has a law degree from the University of
Oklahoma, College of Law (1963), has served
in the past as administrative director of state
courts in Oklahoma and as vice chairman of
Kerr-McGee, where he also was a member of
the board of directors.
He is a former state chairman of the Oklahoma Fellows of
the American Bar Association and served as chairman of the
board of trustees of Columbus Elementary Enterprise School,
Oklahoma’s ﬁrst charter public school.
McDaniel became president of American Fidelity
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Foundation on September 1, 2011, after having
served as president and chancellor of
Oklahoma City University from July 1, 2001 to
July 2010. McDaniel is active in the
community, serving on numerous boards and
commissions and currently serves as chairman
of the Citizens Advisory Board for the Maps 3
projects.
McDaniel and his wife, Brenda, were selected 2010
“Treasures of Tomorrow” by the Oklahoma Health
Foundation. Among his many accolades, he was named
Oklahoma’s Most Admired CEO in large non-proﬁts. In 2006
he was inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of Fame. n
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2018 NEXTGEN UNDER 30

OFFICIAL WINNERS
THE ARTS & HIGHER EDUCATION
Ryan Carter, University of Oklahoma Health Sciences
Kacy Clark, East Central University Foundation, Inc.
Cody Cramer, Oklahoma State University
Jordan Evans, Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education
Samantha Hawkins, Oklahoma Baptist University
Kate Hile, The University of Oklahoma,
Gene Rainbolt Graduate School of Business
Shaylee Kimbro, University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma
Elizabeth Larios, Rose State College
Sage Mauldin, The University of Oklahoma
Deja Mitchell, Oklahoma City Community College
Kavaris Sims, Langston University
Richana Taplin, Francis Tuttle Technology Center
Moge Wang, Metro Technology Centers
Nikki West, University of Oklahoma
Autumn Wiles, Seminole State College Educational

Foundation, Inc.

THE ARTS
Micayla Baker, Civic Center Foundation
Catherine Crain, 108 Contemporary
Danielle Frazier, The Chickasaw Nation
Brielle Helm, The Chickasaw Nation
Allison Hix, Oklahoma Visual Arts
Coalition Zonly Looman, Studio Z Art & Events

Laurena Sherrill, Lyric Theatre of Oklahoma
Sterling Smith, Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition
Garrett Starks, Castle Row Studios
Kayley Williamson, Spring Creek Elementary

EDUCATION K-12
Jarrel Booker, Chickasaw Nation
Jamie Christian, Heritage Hall
Andi Dema, Casady School
Mikayla Frech, Epic Charter Schools Julian
Guerrero, Oklahoma State Department of Education
Jamee Hale, Casady School
Riley Harpole, Kellogg & Sovereign Consulting
Kevin Hermansen, Casady School
Jose Hernandez, Perry Public Schools
Sarah Holcomb, Cherokee Nation
Jake Lerner, Tulsa Changemakers
Nina McPherson, Heritage Hall Middle School
Daniela Nusbaum, Putnam City Schools - Putnam City
High School
Lauren Smith, Bishop McGuinness Catholic High School
Andrew Spector, Tulsa Changemakers and Leadership Tulsa
Nina Stewart, Longfellow Middle School
Autumn Stinson, Oklahoma City Public School System
Jamieson Tate, Yukon High School
Dakota Thompson, Stilwell High School
Emily Willett, Norman Public School
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ENERGY & TRANSPORTATION
Brett Appling, Jackson Well Service LLC
Colby Arnold, Chesapeake Energy Corporation
Kirby Behenna, Enable Midstream Partners
Chris Copeland, Continental Resources, Inc.
Emily Elliston, Devon Energy Corporation
Katelyn Gengler, Northwest Oil and Gas Exploration
Sarah Gideon Isbell, Magellan Midstream Partners, L.P.
Matt Jones, Great Plains Analytical Services
Jonathan McCallum, Chesapeake Energy Corporation
Ryan McDougal, Chesapeake Energy
Anulika Ndive, Oklahoma Natural Gas
Jay Scambler, Circle 9 | Bison Oilfield Services | Bison Energy
Services
Jessica Wills, Gulfport Energy
Crawford Yates, Hefner Energy Holdings, LLC

FINANCE
Haley Annuschat, Exchange Bank & Trust Co.
Brayden Barnthouse, BancFirst
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Ryan Brasses, Communication Solutions
Christin Cornelius, Frates Insurance & Risk Management
Dalton Esmond, BOK Financial
Marissa Fortner, the Chickasaw Nation
Shane Gibson, Flwheel Energy
Jessi Jackson, Ernst & Young (EY)
Nicole Keyes, Arvest Bank
Marla Lance, Citizens Bank of Edmond
Landon Lewis, Holliday American Mortgage
Caleb Lochridge, Pauls Valley National Bank
Donald (Kyle) McPherson, First Liberty Bank
Avery Moore, ECI Insurance
Luke Moore, Black Oak Partners Noelle
Moore, Anchor D Bank
Hayden Musgrove, Andreini & Company
Zane Muzaffar, BOK Financial
Lauren Nowakowski, KPMG LLP
Amber Pletcher, WeGoLook
Maria Roberts, the Chickasaw Nation
Trevor Rush, Graystone Properties of OKC, LLC
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Julie Waddle, FNB Community Bank
Kelci Werner, First National Bank & Trust
Rhett Wood, Investment Strategies, LLC

HEALTHCARE
Lyle Baker, University of Oklahoma
Tracye Carter, OUHSC
Jesse Chaffin, Oklahoma State University - Center for Health
Sciences
Cali Crissup, Renaissance of Stillwater
Kayla Dewitt, Oklahoma City Indian Clinic
Sherry Chanel Elgin, INTEGRIS
Ashton Gatewood, Oklahoma City Indian Clinic
Kacee Gharfeh, University of Oklahoma Children’s Hospital
Rayni Lane, Oklahoma City Indian Clinic
McKenzie Melton, Bohanon Dentistry
Tammy Phillips, Little Flower Clinic
Ja-Li-Si Pittman, Cherokee Nation J
J Plunk, Chickasaw Nation
Kristen Radcliff, SSM Health Oklahoma
James Reynolds, BeneFIT Medical Apparel, LLC
Kassandra Rosas, Cherokee Nation
Logan Skelton, Medtronic Cassidy Sullivan, First Impressions
Dentistry
Ezekiel Wariboko-Alali, All Faith Home Health Care
Alyssa Watkins, Carter Professional Care
Cooper Zelnick, Groups: Recover Together

HOSPITALITY
Jill Anderson, SONIC, America’s Drive-In
Lauren Bernhard, Modern Touch By Omega
Laura Brinlee, E&J Gallo Winery
Leah Copeland, the Chickasaw Nation
Rance Gilliam, Chickasaw Cultural Center
Kyle Glass, Cory’s Audio Visual
Jonathan Harris, SONIC, America’s Drive-In
William Tyler Ashburn, A Good Egg Dining Group
Tyler Whitson, K27@ Philbrook Museum
Christopher Woodrow, Embassy Suites Norman Hotel &
Conference Center

LAW
Brooke Hamilton, Whitten Burrage
Luke Hann, Paycom
Kelly Offutt, Fenton, Fenton, Smith, Reneau and Moon

Krishan Patel, The Patel Law Group, PLLC
David Postic, Postic & Bates, P.C.
Ashley Quinn, GableGotwals
Kristin Richards, Hammons, Gowens, Hurst and Associates
Hayley Scott, Crowe & Dunlevy
A. Chase Snodgrass, Office of the Oklahoma Attorney General
Venus Tahmasebi, Parrish DeVaughn Injury Lawyers Gaylan
Towle, Crowe & Dunlevy
Jacintha Webster, Oklahoma Indian Legal Services, Inc. Kayla
Whalen, Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma

MANUFACTURING, INDUSTRY,
THE TRADES & AGRICULTURE
Kasey Brown, 4Corners Homes
Michael Dillard, Century Martial Arts
Mary Hunt, US Foods
Elise Johnson, Choctaw Print Services
Ashley Jones, Manhattan Construction Company
Lane Kindle, Cherokee Nation
Addison Martel, Clearent LLC
KASEY MOORE, RL HUDSON AND COMPANY
Chance Roberts, Valiant Artificial Lift Solutions
Adam Seikel, Citizen Potawatomi Nation

MEDIA/PUBLIC RELATIONS,
MARKETING & ADVERTISING
Jessie Blackwell, Federal Reserve Bank of Kansas City, Oklahoma
City Branch
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Alexis Burckart, Sage Realty Partners
Sean Campbell, The Rowland Group
Jack Counts, GetRECt
Justin Cranfield, Quik Print of Oklahoma City, Inc
Brooke Flinton, News 9/Griffin Communications
Addam Francisco, The Suave Report
Kalie Fry, McMahon Marketing
Kristen Giroux, Jones PR
Emily Guleserian, Citizen Potawatomi Nation
Kelly Hobbs, Chickasaw Nation
Kirsten Holder, Hal Smith Restaurants
Kelly Hughes, Jones PR
Monica Johnson, Paycom
Josh Jones, Bob Moore Auto Group
Nicona Lane, Jones PR
Grant Leatherwood, Life.Church Creative Media
Rachel Mann, American Fidelity Assurance Company
Caleb Masters, Paycom
Jessica McQueen, News 4
Taralee Montgomery, Cherokee Nation
Joel Richardson, Third Degree Advertising
Lauren Stradinger, Oklahoma City University School of Law
Tahira Taqi, Schnake Turnbo Frank
Alexis Trammell, Freestyle Creative
Brooke Willhite, Main Event Entertainment
Megan Young, Paycom

NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS
Laura Bellis, Take Control Initiative
Oral Blankson, Oklahoma Hall of Fame and Gaylord-Pickens
Museum
Chelsey Branham, YWCA OKC
Anden Bull, Palomar: Oklahoma City Family Justice Center
Savannah Burwell, Back to Basics
Samantha Chen, Oklahoma Center for Nonprofits
Margaret Clark, Friends of the Mansion, Inc.
Maegan Dunn, Oklahoma Osteopathic Association
Brittane Grant, Greater Oklahoma City Chamber
Shavara Johnson, Keep Oklahoma Beautiful
Sarah Kuhlmann, Allied Arts
Katie Massad, Make-A-Wish Oklahoma
Ashlee May, Citizen Potawatomi Nation House of Hope
Jessica Mugg, Broken Arrow Chamber
Andrew Norton, Sunbeam Family Services
Miranda Patton, City of Edmond
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Sammi Payne, Oklahoma Project Woman
Kass Pfeiffer, Oklahoma Youth Exposistion, Inc.
Hannah Ralston, The Mine / I-CCEW
Kaitlyn Ritchie, The Spero Project
Amelia Schoenhals, Keep Oklahoma Beautiful
Chacey Schoeppel, Ubuntu Youth
Monique Scraper, Pathways Adult Learning Center
Meagan Taylor, Feed the Children
Darian Towner, Citizen Potawatomi Nation House of Hope
Domestic Violence Program
Katie Van Es, Feed the Children
Mackie Westcott, Oklahoma Panhandle Partners
Danielle Wiley (East), Claremore Elks Lodge
Sam Wright, C.R.E.A.T.E.

POLICY & PUBLIC SERVICE
Javvero Baker, Oklahoma City Fire Department Krysten Booker,
Chickasaw Nation WIC
Evan Brown, Mike Hunter for Attorney General Chandler
Campbell, Department of Defense
Hayley Carroll, Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma Nickolas Curry,
Office of Governor Mary Fallin Alexander Drummond,
138th Fighter Wing,
US Air National Guard
Srijita Ghosh, Ada Jobs Foundation Ethan Green, Cherokee
Nation Thomas Grossnicklaus, Oklahoma City University
School of Law
Cassidy Heit, Oklahoma Primary Care Association
Shane Jemison, Chickasaw Nation
Ryan Kilpatrick, FKG Consulting Nicona Lane, Jones PR
Anna Langthorn, Oklahoma Democratic Party
Cory Lawson, Oklahoma Corporation Commission
Nicole McAfee, ACLU of Oklahoma
Amber McFerran, Office of the Governor
Vanessa Morrison, Palomar: OKC’s Family Justice Center
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Constanzia Nizza, Department of Human Services
Bailey Perkins, Oklahoma Policy Institute
Austin Slaymaker, US Department of State
Parker Smith, Canadian County Commissioner’s Office
Alicia Stine, Canadian County Government
Darrell Strong, Oklahoma Education Television Authority
Zachary Swartz, Oklahoma Farm Bureau
Victoria Tran, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Bradley Ward, Oklahoma Department of Veteran
Affairs/University of Oklahoma
Mia White, Edmond Police Department
Laura Wilcox, Oklahoma Health Care Authority
RETAIL & E-COMMERCE
Alexis Appling, Stella Rae’s Kale Barnett, Hobby Lobby
Ecommerce
Vincent Burr, Enterpise Rent A Car
MJ Casiano, Southern Tide
Brittany Ella, Churchill-Brown & Associates
Adam Hull, Artisan Botanicals
Amanda Lee, mode
Tucker McIntire, New Western Acquisitions
Laura Montalvo, Fedex Office
Kyla Moss, Jasco Inc.
Samuel Moss, Engility / Trilogy
Alex Smith, Q-Clothier | Rye 51
Emily Whitson, EbenGroup
Liz Worsham, Love’s Travel Stops

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY & ENGINEERING

Thatwayrides.com
Jemiyo Akande, Dell EMC
Tyler Branstetter, Paycom
Will Clayton, Oklahoma City Thunder
R.J. Cress, Computer-Rx
Beki Ervin, Transaction Data Systems
Geremy Escobar, Canadian County Sheriff Office
Carlos Freeman, Flintco, LLC
Hydi Gibson, The Boeing Company
Christopher Harlan, FSB
Hilary Hullinger, OUHSC Indian Country Child Trauma Center
Arianne Hunter, University of Oklahoma
Aaron Kirkpatrick, Manhattan Construction Company
Michael Lake, Manhattan Construction Company
Catherine Manion, Baker Hughes, A GE Company
Manisha Patel, MBarc Technologies
Allie Roberts, Bill Roberts Custom Homes
Joshua Roche, Paycom
Daniel Rodriguez, Orange Leaf Frozen Yogurt
Kierston Willoby, Willoby Consulting
Ashane’ Woody, Thatwayrides & Terex
Jacob Yokum, ONEOK, Inc.

STAFFING
Paige Buchanan, Love’s Travel Stops
Veronica O’Leary, Addison Group
Keeley Page, Love’s Travel Stops & Country Stores
Charlesey Poe, The Chickasaw Nation
Eric Sowder, Oklahoma District Attorneys Council

Sammiyah Abdullah, Engineer at Boeing and Co-founder of
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PHOTO ESSAY

DOWNTOWN IN DECEMBER

PEOPLE

Presenters selected for
2018 Oklahoma Hall of Fame inductees
Event scheduled Nov. 15 in Tulsa

T

he accomplished Oklahomans
being inducted into the 2018
Oklahoma Hall of Fame class each
have selected a friend or colleague
In celebration of the Oklahoma Hall of Fame’s 91st
to formally present them at the November Induction Ceremony, past Inductees Becky Dixon and Jane
banquet and induction ceremony.
Jayroe Gamble will serve as Mistresses of Ceremonies. For
The 2018 Oklahoma Hall of Fame presenters are: Dave
McLaughlin, Oklahoma City, presenting Paul Allen; John
Davis, Austin, TX, presenting Mo Anderson; Ladd Drummond,
Pawhuska, presenting Ree Drummond; Clayton I. Bennett,
Oklahoma City, presenting David Rainbolt; David L. Boren,
Norman, presenting Jon R. Stuart; Bryan White, Nashville,
TN, presenting Carrie Underwood; Freddy Jenkins and Anita
Arnold will accept the medallion on behalf of Charlie
Christian, who is being honored posthumously.
The 2018 Class will be formally inducted into the
Oklahoma Hall of Fame on Thursday, November 15, in Tulsa.
A limited number of individual tickets to the 2018 Oklahoma
Hall of Fame Banquet & Induction Ceremony are on sale now
and exclusively available by contacting Brenda Schwartz,
Director of Honoree Relations, at 405.523.3209, or at
bbs@oklahomahof.com.
The 91st class will be inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of
Fame on the evening of November 15 at the Renaissance
Tulsa Hotel & Convention Center. These accomplished
Oklahomans will join the cast of 691 individuals who have
been inducted into the Hall since 1928.
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more information about the Oklahoma Hall of Fame Banquet
& Induction Ceremony, including pricing information and a
description of the Oklahoma Hall of Fame Patron levels,
please visit OklahomaHoF.com.
Being inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of Fame is
Oklahoma’s highest honor. The portraits of the 2018
Inductees will be added to the permanent collection held by
the Oklahoma Hall of Fame at the GaylordPickens Museum
in Oklahoma City. Their biographies, photos and videos can
be viewed through interactive exhibits in the Oklahoma Hall
of Fame Gallery, along with stories of all Honorees.
The Oklahoma Hall of Fame preserves Oklahoma’s history
by telling Oklahoma’s story through its people. Founded in
1927, the Oklahoma Hall of Fame was created to honor
Oklahomans who have given outstanding service to the
state during their lifetime and to provide educational
programming for students of all ages.
Through exhibits and experiences at the Gaylord-Pickens
Museum, the Oklahoma Hall of Fame stands to preserve
Oklahoma’s unique history while promoting pride in our
great state.

THE 91ST CLASS OF OUTSTANDING OKLAHOMANS
have been selected for induction into the Oklahoma Hall of
Fame. These accomplished Oklahomans will join the 691
individuals who have been inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of
Fame since 1928. The Honorees were ofﬁcially announced at a
luncheon earlier this year hosted by the Oklahoma Hall of Fame
at the Gaylord-Pickens Museum. New inductees were presented
to a roomful of past Oklahoma Hall of Fame Honorees.
“It’s incredibly inspirational to be surrounded by such an
accomplished group of people who have literally created our
history,” said Shannon L. Rich, president and CEO of the
Oklahoma Hall of Fame and Gaylord-Pickens Museum. “The
Oklahoma Hall of Fame announcement luncheon gives past
inductees the ﬁrst opportunity to congratulate the new class.”
The 2018 Oklahoma Hall of Fame Honorees are: Paul
Allen, Enid; Mo Anderson, Waukomis; Ree Drummond,
Pawhuska; David Rainbolt, Oklahoma City; Jon R. Stuart,
Tulsa; Carrie Underwood, Checotah; and Charlie Christian,
Oklahoma City, will be inducted posthumously. The 2018
Class will be formally inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of
Fame on Thursday, November 15, in Tulsa.
The Oklahoma Hall of Fame was founded in 1927 with the
purpose of honoring Oklahomans in their lifetime with the
state’s highest honor and educating Oklahoma’s youth on
our rich history. The Gaylord-Pickens Museum, home of the
Oklahoma Hall of Fame, opened in 2007 with the intent of

giving the public access to the stories of these and other
inspirational Oklahomans.
“Being inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of Fame is
Oklahoma’s Highest Honor” Rich said. “The recognition of
our state’s greatest asset – our people – is the foundation
upon which our organization was created.”
Along with being honored at the formal induction ceremony,
the 2018 Honorees will be recognized in November with the
unveiling of their portraits at the Gaylord-Pickens Museum,
home of the Oklahoma Hall of Fame. In addition, their
biographies, photos and videos will be accessible through
interactive exhibits in the Museum.
The 91st Oklahoma Hall of Fame Banquet & Induction
Ceremony will be held on Thursday, November 15, at the
Renaissance Tulsa Hotel & Convention Center. In celebration
of the Oklahoma Hall of Fame’s 91st induction ceremony,
past inductees Becky Dixon and Jane Jayroe Gamble will
serve as emcees.
For more information about the Oklahoma Hall of Fame
Banquet & Induction Ceremony or making a nomination to
the Oklahoma Hall of Fame, contact Brenda Schwartz,
director of Honoree Relations, at 405.523.3209 or
bbs@oklahomahof.com. Tickets and table sponsorships for
the event will go on sale August 24. For more information
about the Oklahoma Hall of Fame or Gaylord-Pickens
Museum, call 405.235.4458 or visit OklahomaHoF.com.
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HALL OF FAME HONOREES
Paul Allen | Enid
Born and raised on the family farm in northeast Nebraska, Paul
Allen worked on the farm until leaving for the University of Nebraska. After
earning his business degree he was hired by the George A. Hormel Company,
working in Fremont, Nebraska and Austin, Minnesota, before relocating to
Oklahoma City in 1967 to manage the Hormel production plant.
Seven years later he and Dave McLauglin co-founded Advance Food
Company in Enid, quickly making the community home. The company was sold
in 2010 with approximately $800 million in sales and 2400 employees. Today
the business is owned by Tyson Foods.
Allen’s contributions to Enid include $1-million to launch Enid Public
Schools’ $90-million bond issue; supporting Forgotten Ministries, a home for
newly-released, non-violent offenders; the relocation and renovation of Enid
Symphony Hall, our state’s longest-performing symphony; leading a
$4-million capital campaign for the YMCA; the creation of a $2-million
scholarship fund for Enid-area graduating seniors; and the
construction of The David Allen Memorial Ballpark, dedicated to their
late son. The $3-million ballpark annually hosts the National Junior
College Division II World Series.
Allen has been inducted to the Enid Hall of Fame and received the
Pillar of the Plains Award. He remains in Enid with his wife Joan and
has two sons, seven grandchildren, and one great grandchild.

David McLaughlin, Enid,
presenting Paul Allen

Mo Anderson | Edmond

John Davis, Austin, TX,
presenting
Mo Anderson
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The youngest of ﬁve, born to tenant farmers in rural
Oklahoma, Mo Anderson was the ﬁrst in her family to earn
a college degree. She taught music in the public schools
before entering the world of real estate. Her ﬁrst Century
21 franchise quickly rose to the third-highest producing
out of 7,500 locations in North America. She served on
the Oklahoma Real Estate Commission, including 2 terms
as chairman.
She convinced Keller Williams Realty Co-founder, Gary
Keller, to expand his franchise company outside of Texas.
Anderson became the regional owner for Keller Williams

Realty Oklahoma. In 1995, Mo became the ﬁrst CEO and coowner of Keller Williams Realty International. The Company
is now the number one Real Estate Franchise company in
the world in size, units, and volume. She currently serves as
Vice Chairman of the Board. Deemed one of America’s top 25
Inﬂuential Thought Leaders by REALTOR magazine and One
of Real Estates Most Inﬂuential People, Anderson continues
to cultivate the ﬁrm’s culture, inspiring 189,000 agents in
32 countries to maintain high standards of character.

She is the author of A Joy-ﬁlled Life: “Lessons from a
Tenant Farmer’s Daughter Who Became a CEO”, and
launched MoAnderson.com, an online mentoring community.
Anderson’s greatest legacy will be her philanthropic
giving. Her local community, charitable organizations, and
ministries around the world have been richly blessed by her
belief that the higher purpose of business is to give, care
and share.

Charlie Christian - Posthumous Induction
Born in Bonham, Texas, Oklahoma City became Charlie
Christian’s home at the age of two. From a musical family,
Christian ﬁrst began playing the trumpet and at age 12 was
playing a cigar box guitar he made himself. When his father
and brothers formed a quartet, Christian received his ﬁrst
real guitar as a member of the group. They played Oklahoma
City clubs, including those in historic Deep Deuce, before
Christian’s reputation spread and he began touring across the
United States before moving to California at the age of 23.
Christian had changed the way the guitar was played, he
brought it to the forefront as a solo instrument, ampliﬁed its
sound, and changed what it could do with his single-string
solo technique. Christian played with the greats—including
Jimmy Rushing, Count Basie, and Benny Goodman. Even
today, courses on and the techniques of Christian are taught
in universities and studios worldwide.
Carlos Santana has talked about the inﬂuence Christian
had on him; B. B. King said he just wanted to be able to play
like him, but never could; and the Jazz at Lincoln Center
curator said he changed the sound of music forever. Who
would have ever imagined that at the time of his death, at
only 25, young Charlie Christian would be respected
worldwide as the “Father of Bebop” and an inspiration to the
greats that followed?
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Ree Drummond | Pawhuska
An award-winning blogger, photographer,
and celebrity chef from Bartlesville who ﬁrst
grew a fan base around her award-winning
blog, “The Pioneer Woman,” Ree
Drummond launched her career when she
began writing about life as a cattle rancher’s
wife on their Osage County cattle ranch. As
her content grew, including a food section
ﬁlled with recipes, so did her fan base—
eventually attracting over 20 million page
views per month. This led to cookbook deals
and her ﬁrst televised appearance on the
Food Network’s Throwdown! With Bobby Flay
in 2010, where she beat the celebrity chef in
a Thanksgiving-themed cooking contest. The
following year, her successful television
series, The Pioneer Woman was launched.
In 2016, Ree opened the The Pioneer
Woman Mercantile in Pawhuska, Oklahoma,
home of the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve. Known
as “The Merc,” the 25,000-square-foot
historical building, purchased and renovated
by the Drummonds, includes a two-level
restaurant, retail store, and bakery. The Merc
attracts visitors from all ﬁfty states, and
many countries, to Pawhuska and
the surrounding area. Earlier this
year, she opened The Boarding
House—a three-story, eight-room
hotel right down the street from the
Mercantile, and will open a pizza
restaurant, event space, and
steakhouse in Pawhuska later this
year. Ree lives on the family ranch
with her husband Ladd and their
four children.

88 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018

Ladd Drummond, Pawhuska,
presenting Ree Drummond

David Rainbolt | Oklahoma City
Oklahoma City’s David Rainbolt graduated from the University of Oklahoma and
the Tulane University Graduate School of Business. After starting his banking career
in Texas, he moved back home to Oklahoma in 1982 and began working to modernize
the state’s banking laws. He was CFO of the founding management team of United
Community Corporation and, in 1992, became chief executive ofﬁcer of BancFirst, its
successor company. During his 25 years as CEO, the company went public, expanded
into metropolitan areas, and closed 34 acquisitions, growing from less than $700
million to over $7 billion at the time he became executive chairman in 2017.
Outside of banking, Rainbolt has been active in nonpartisan reform efforts,
including civil justice, criminal justice, and common and higher education issues,
most recently including Step Up Oklahoma. His civic involvement includes chairing
the Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce, Oklahoma State Chamber of Commerce,
Last Frontier Council of Boy Scouts, United Way of Central Oklahoma, the Children’s
Center Foundation, Downtown Oklahoma City Incorporated, and Oklahoma Bankers
Association. He is currently chairman of the Dean McGee Eye Institute.
With his wife Kim, Rainbolt has three sons, making him a little league baseball
coach for 24 years, and two grandsons.
Clayton I. Bennett, Oklahoma City,
presenting David Rainbolt

Jon Stuart | Tulsa

David L. Boren, Norman,
presenting Jon R. Stuart

Adopted as an infant in Norway and brought home to
Tulsa, Jon R. Stuart was educated in Tulsa, and at the Culver
Military Academy, the University of Oklahoma, and The
University of Tulsa. As chairman of the board and chief
executive ofﬁcer of First Stuart Corporation, Stuart is
continuing in the family business. He also is the managing
partner of Jon R. Stuart Interests, L.L.C., its primary focus on
energy, and is a trustee for the Stuart Family Foundation.
Appointed by His Royal Highness King Harald VI
of Norway, Stuart serves as the Royal Norwegian
Consul for Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri and
Arkansas. He served on the City of Tulsa-Rogers
County Port Authority Board for more than 25
years, including ﬁve years as chairman. The Port
of Catoosa’s Maritime Park is named for him. He
has served on the Gilcrease Museum National
Advisory Board and the Committee of 100—
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Tulsa, as a trustee for Boston Avenue United
Methodist Church and Philbrook Museum of Art, as
well as the Falcon Foundation in Colorado Springs,
and served two terms on the University of
Oklahoma’s Board of Regents.
He and his wife, DeeDee, continue to make their
home in Tulsa. Stuart is a third-generation
inductee, following his grandfather W. G. Skelly,
inducted in 1939, and his father, Harold C. Stuart,
in 1983.

Carrie Underwood | Checotah
Carrie Underwood emerged from the promise of
her 2005 American Idol win to become a true
multi-format, multi-media superstar, spanning
achievements in music, television, and ﬁlm. A
seven-time GRAMMY® Award winner, she has sold
64 million records worldwide and recorded 26 #1
singles, 13 of which she co-wrote. In 2013, the
Grand Ole Opry member starred as Maria von
Trapp in NBC’s three-hour holiday blockbuster, the
Emmy®-winning The Sound of Music Live!, whose
airings attracted 44 million viewers. Her latest
platinum studio album, Storyteller, produced four
#1 hits. 2017 marked her ﬁfth season as the voice
of primetime television’s #1 program, Sunday
Night Football, and last November, she co-hosted
the CMA Awards for the tenth consecutive year.
Earlier this year, she released the hit event
anthem “The Champion” featuring Ludacris,
which she co-wrote to open Super Bowl LII and
was incorporated into NBC’s coverage of the 2018
Olympic Winter Games. Her sixth studio album,
“Cry Pretty,” was released on September 14,
2018, on Capitol Records Nashville. She recently
premiered the powerful title track and ﬁrst single
from the album, which she co-wrote and coproduced. n
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Bryan White, Nashville, TN,
presenting Carrie Underwood

EMPLOYMENT

Increased wages don’t
translate to more jobs

W

ages are on the rise

with major employers
announcing higher
starting wages, but for
some Americans, that’s not enough to
join the workforce or work more hours.
Express Employment Professionals
franchise owners report that many
Americans who rely on government
assistance to cover household costs
do not yet see an incentive to take on
a job.
One of the key reasons, as Express reported in a
previous white paper, is many beneﬁt programs are
structured in such a way that earning slightly more
money can trigger a dramatic decrease in beneﬁts. A
working single parent can ﬁnd a job that pays more
money, but could also pay an effective marginal tax
rate of up to 80 percent on those new earnings.
“We see a lot of government beneﬁts creating a
disincentive to work,” said Luke Sodergren, an Express
Employment Professionals franchise owner with ofﬁces
in Michigan and Wisconsin. “Some potential workers
see the beneﬁts as ‘free money’ and don’t want to turn
it down in favor of a job.”
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Bill Stoller

Sodergren observes that even though wages have
drastically gone up in his area, it has not changed the
thought process of those deciding between welfare and
work.
“Health beneﬁts are a major factor,” he said. “Why would
an employee take a job and pay for beneﬁts when they can
get them for free?”
Transportation and child care are two other major hurdles
that keep people from taking a job and transitioning off
government assistance.
“Ride sharing is a good idea,” Sodergren said. “I know of
a company that picks people up from all sorts of cities at
park-and-rides and they all take a van to work together. In
our area, a lot of people are also not able to afford day care.
Companies will need to be more ﬂexible with families and
maybe offer some kind of supplemental child care.”
Terri Greeno, an Express franchise owner in Crystal Lake,
Illinois, sees many of the same issues.
“We struggle with this constantly,” she said. “A single
mom with two kids can earn the equivalent of $12/hour of
government assistance for food and housing. Why would she
go through the hassle of ﬁnding and paying for day care for
her children to accept a position with an entry-level wage?”
However, rising wages still are not enough.
“We have seen increasing wages for about two years now,”
Greeno said. “Although they’ve increased, it isn’t necessarily
enough to engage the disengaged workforce.”
Greeno also cites the importance of transportation and
child care in helping people transition into the workforce.

“Perhaps companies could offer some type of a subsidy to
help offset the cost of day care,” she said. “Beneﬁts that are
affordable and can help parents provide medical care for
their children are a valuable perk. Transportation may help
as well.”
“Everyone who wants to work should have the chance to
do so; it provides purpose and dignity and a chance for
upward mobility and a better life,” said Bill Stoller, Express
CEO. “But the structure of government beneﬁt programs can
be a disincentive. After all, who wants to work more hours
and earn virtually nothing more? Assistance programs have
a vital purpose, but we all have a stake in making sure that
they don’t keep people who can work or want to work from
pursuing a career. n
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