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PUBLISHER’S NOTE
April 2019

Welcome to the world of ion Oklahoma Online Magazine — we are
all about the Oklahoma Lifestyle, people, places, events and travel.
Oklahoma has a new Governor Kevin Stitt and the Oklahoma voters have
spoken about who they wanted for their Governor. Many Oklahomans like the
idea of an outsider to lead our state to become a “Top 10 State” as stated
thousands of times during his campaign.
Governor Stitt has travelled to many other states across the country in the
development of his mortgage business and has seen how other Governors are
working successfully on solutions to the problems in their states.
Many other states have been confronted with these same type problems and
budget issues as Oklahoma and with strong leadership in their state governments found successful
solutions. Oklahoma Legislators need to do A MUCH BETTER JOB and step up to ﬁnd those budget solutions
for Oklahoma in 2019.
Oklahoma is a state that offers a very affordable quality lifestyle and many opportunities for
entrepreneurial young people. Adequately funding education in Oklahoma must be a priority one in 2019.
Also Oklahoma’s economy needs to become more diversiﬁed by attracting other industries.
I would like to congratulate both Oklahoma City and Tulsa for being recognized nationally again in 2017
among 2 of the top cities in the nation for small business startups.
Are you one of those who get much of their daily information over the internet and on your computer or
smart phone? Ion Oklahoma Online www.ionok.com can be easily saved as one of your favorite newsentertainment websites.
If you enjoy reading about many of Oklahoma’s success stories involving the progress Oklahoma and its
people are making then you will want to bookmark ion Oklahoma.
Let us hear from you regarding any feature stories about Oklahoma you would like for our editors to review,
as we are always looking for those special stories to share with our ion subscribers.
Sincerely,
Don Swift
Publisher, www.ionok.com

oklahoma
“Like” us on facebook
facebook.com/pages/IonOklahoma-Online

Follow us on twitter @IonOklahoma
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Kristin Chenoweth backstage at the Allied Arts’ OPUS X event in October of 2018.
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BY TIM FARLEY

W

orld renowned entertainer Kristin
chenoweth’s stardom and legacy is
growing by leaps and bounds. her
star shines bright wherever she goes,
including her home state of Oklahoma where
she is revered and, without hesitation, gives
back to helping youngsters who want to walk in
her footsteps.
In May, Chenoweth and some of her friends from the entertainment
world will appear May 14 in “My Love Letter to Oklahoma,” a concert
that beneﬁts the Allied Arts. The one-night engagement will be held
7:30 p.m. at the Civic Center Music Hall in Oklahoma City.
“We are so fortunate to host Kristin Chenoweth. She is a
phenomenal performer with a genuine love of her home state,” said
Deborah McAuliffe Senner, president and chief executive ofﬁcer of
Allied Arts. “Her goals to grow the arts in Oklahoma align perfectly
with the Allied Arts mission, which made our collaboration a perfect
match.”
Chenoweth spoke recently with ionOklahoma magazine about her
passion for the arts and her willingness to return to Oklahoma for the
upcoming beneﬁt concert.
“It’s important because I want to help Oklahoma know how
important arts education is. We have (arts education) teachers
leaving by the droves and I don’t know what I’d be doing today
without the arts,” she said. “Young people need to understand that
whether they do this (arts) with their lives or not, it’s still very
important for them to be exposed to it. It opens up their minds to new
waves of music and the arts in general.”
Chenoweth, a TONY and EMMY award-winning singer and actress,
joined forces with the Broken Arrow Performing Arts Center (BAPAC)
Foundation and ARTSOK, Inc., in 2012 to form the Kristen Chenoweth
March/april 2019 ionOklahoma 13

Arts & Education Fund,
with the goal of
furthering artistic and
educational
development by
serving as a cultural
and economic regional
partner.
Chenoweth’s many
accomplishments were
honored by her
hometown with BAPAC
naming “The Kristin
Chenoweth Theatre” in
2012. Chenoweth also
has played television
roles in series like
“Glee,” and “Pushing
Daisies.” Most
recently, she received
critical acclaim for her
role as heirness
Lavinia Peck-Foster in NBC’s “Trial and Error.”
Chenoweth also is an inductee into the Oklahoma Hall of
Fame and the Oklahoma Music Hall of Fame.
Partnering with BAPAC, Chenoweth launched an annual
Broadway Bootcamp in 2015, providing young Broadway
hopefuls with the opportunity to take classes, hold
performances and learn from top mentors in the
entertainment industry including Chenoweth.
Although Chenoweth will be the focal point of the May
beneﬁt concert, the mega star said she’s invited some
surprise guests including one Oklahoma native who is “my
favorite singer.” In addition, young performers, some from
Chenoweth’s alma mater Oklahoma City University, will
perform with her.
“We will pay homage to some of the great songs of the past
and there will be some new ones from my album,” she said.
Some of the songs could come from her roles in Broadway
14 ion Oklahoma March/april 2019

musicals like “Wicked,” and
“You’re a Good Man, Charlie
Brown.” But until the curtain
goes up, her fans will simply
have to wait.
During the magazine’s
interview with Chenoweth, the
veteran singer and actress
reﬂected on the legacy she
wants to leave.
“I want the young people to
learn how special this industry
is. It’s a tough gig, but it’s
also the most beautiful gig,”
she said. “The reason I’m
coming back to do this concert
is Oklahoma is where my roots
are. It’s where I grew up and I
want to give back.”
There’s no doubt she’s doing
exactly that.

PUSHING FORWARD
The Broadway Boot Camp she started brings high school
students together for a week long education experience. It
also provides the Kristen Chenoweth Master Class for 12 of
the most promising Broadway Boot Camp students. Part of
her vision means taking arts education and meals for the
underserved elementary students in Broken Arrow, OK. The
vision, as described in the Kristen Chenoweth Arts and
Education Fund, incorporates a tour of Oklahoma with
Kristin’s Kids as they bring take the performing arts to
under-utilized theaters and communities that would not
otherwise be exposed to this opportunity.
Chenoweth and her supporters haven’t stopped there.
Later this year, demolition will begin on existing buildings
at the future site for The Center for Arts, Innovation and
Creativity. Construction will begin soon after the demolition
is complete. The center is a continuation of the partnership

Kristin Chenoweth performs at the
Allied Arts’ OPUS X event in October of 2018.

between The Kristin Chenoweth Arts and Education Fund
and ARTSOK. The partnership is led by Chenoweth and
longtime associate Mark Frie.
The center is funded by a Broken Arrow bond issue. City
officials will grant a 100-year lease to ARTSOK. The
partnership will provide commitments for three years of
operation expenses. At the same time, the Kristin Chenoweth
Arts and Education Fund accepted the challenge to obtain
donor commitments for $900,000, which completed a $1.5
million goal.

and ceramics, movement and dance, piano, voice class,
basic computer graphics and sound recording techniques.
The program will go beyond arts entertainment training.
Students will also be provided snacks and a meal at the end
of the day. A partnership will be developed with Broken
Arrow Neighbors to schedule basic health screening for the
students who participate in the program. The goal of the
program is to provide a safe, nurturing environment for
students to explore, create and grow in the arts.
It’s anticipated the after-school program will serve up to
200 students per day. n

SERVING THE UNDER-SERVED
When the center opens in early 2021, the Chenoweth Arts
and Education Fund will provide interactive arts programs
for under-served fourth and fifth grade students from two
Broken Arrow elementary schools. The plan calls for students
to receive classes and training in water color painting, clay

CONCERT TICKETS
Tickets for “My Love Letter to Oklahoma” are
on sale and can be purchased online at
www.okcciviccenter.com, or by calling 405-594-8300

“Kristin Chenoweth: My Love Letter to Oklahoma”
presented by ARTSOK, INC. made possible by:

American Fidelity Assurance

Kristen Chenoweth

Jeaneen Naifeh

Richard Sias

Love’s Country Stores and
Travel Stops

Mo Anderson

The Chickasaw Nation

Tracy & David Kyle

OKC Friday

Gregg Wadley & Betsy Brackett

Herman & LaDonna Meinders

AVB Bank

Jose Freede

Bob Meinders

The Oklahoman

WPX Energy

Mustang Fuel Corporation

Braum’s Ice Cream

Inasmuch Foundation

SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Kelley Rash

BancFirst

Sue Ann Arnall

Bob Burke

Shahnaaz & Ronnie Irani

The Robson Companies

Jimmy and Christy Everest

Tom and Jane Lerum –
Joullian Wines

Kirkpatrick Foundation

Edmond Music
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PLAYING TO A YOUNG AUDIENCE
Meyers Theatre at OCU performs Cinderella
for OKC school children
BY LINDA MILLER

S
Dr. David Herendeen, director of opera and
musical theater at Oklahoma City University.
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hould cinderella’s shoe be tried on an elbow?
An ear?
A nose?

Each question is answered with an emphatic and loud “Nooooo.”
Maybe, the narrator says, it should be tried on a foot.
“Yesssss,” the young audience screams as laughter, excitement and
anticipation ﬁll the Kirkpatrick Auditorium at Oklahoma City University during
a special performance of the Cinderella-based fairytale for school-age
children from the Oklahoma City metro area.
It’s that energy, that joyful noise that drives everyone involved not only in
the most recent performance but the ones past and future to keep pushing
forward with a commitment to introduce live theater to children, at no cost.

Upon hearing the enthusiastic response, Dr. David
Herendeen, narrator and director of opera and musical
theater at OCU, said his relief was immediate. He knew the
children were in the moment. And for many of them, they’ll
remember that moment, that experience forever.
Maybe it will instill a love of live theater. Perhaps it’ll
ignite a desire to perform.
At the very least, it’s entertainment. And with future plays
focusing on history, it’ll be educational as well as
entertaining.
Herendeen said it’s his job to keep the young crowd
interested and happy. And he’s excited about plays to come
and speciﬁcally the ﬁrst of several with an historical theme,
carefully edited and crafted into an appropriate length for

children. Like other people, he’s concerned that history is not
being taught in schools.
“They’re correct that there’s a very shallow discussion of
civics in our schools …,” he said.
“Rushmore,” an original script and lyrics being written by
Herendeen, is expected to come to life in fall 2020 with other
historical performances that play up American history and
American values planned every four years.
Its debut will come together after several years of
planning, a fundraising gala for an endowment to produce
original projects and a lot of effort, time and commitment
from Herendeen, students, musicians, professors at OCU,
and all those involved who believe that exposing young
children to life theater is a worthy investment.
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It all started with an appointment
The idea of bringing theater to children started to entice
Sandy Meyers when President George W. Bush appointed her
to the President’s Advisory Committee on the Arts more than
a dozen years ago. The appointment gave her an opportunity
to learn more about and become involved with the Kennedy
Center’s Touring Theatre for Young Audiences.
She and her late husband Stewart worked tirelessly to
bring those productions to Oklahoma City until funding was
cut, and the program halted in 2012. That just created a
new path and led to establishing the Meyers Theatre for
Young Audiences at OCU in 2013. It’s that program that
allows children to see the shows for free.
Two years ago, a fund-raising gala featuring OCU alum
and actress Kelli O’Hara helped expand the theater program
to fund production of school-age appropriate, original
theatrical works with a focus on historic American values
and famous U.S. leaders.
The historical aspect is important to Meyers for many
reasons, citing an interview with a young boy who was asked
about the Declaration of Independence. He had no idea what
it was.
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She said she thinks Meyers Theatre can play a small part,
hopefully a bigger part in the future, in introducing children
to history and ﬁlling the gap in civics classes.
“Our hope is the educational process can be inﬂuenced a
little bit by the plays we’re having written about America.
That’s an exciting thing.”
From the ﬁrst performance Meyers brought to Oklahoma to
the last, more than 45,000 school-age children in public,
private and home schools in Oklahoma County have
experienced the live theater productions.
“We love every play we do,” Meyers said.
The performances are about 50 minutes to an hour, short
enough to hold the attention of ﬁrst through ﬁfth graders
and long enough for them to experience it all – the
orchestra, the performers, the music, the set decorations,
the costumes, the narrator. It’s a formula that works well,
Herendeen said.
He equates his role on stage simply as a method to help
make the youngsters good citizens and good colleagues by
talking to them early on about clapping, listening, focusing
and participating. Just as he did when asking about
Cinderella’s shoe.

“I think their being part of the audience collective is one of
the big things we want to train and have them feel,” he said.
Wyatt Lee, 10, a third grader at Quail Creek Elementary,
has seen two performances through the Meyers Theatre
program. His favorite part of the most recent shouldn’t be a
surprise. He said it was when the audience was asked if the
shoe should go on the ear or on the elbow. Of course, that
would be his favorite.
Jeanette Lynch, a third-grade teacher at Quail Creek
Elementary who was with the class, said she knew exactly
what she would tell the school when she returned. “We need
to come here next year.”

A successful partnership
OCU seems the perfect ﬁt for Meyers Theatre. From the
beginning, both brought experience and success to the
stage.
Oklahoma City University and the Bass School of Music
has been actively involved in several partnerships bringing
music and theater to children, said Mark Belcik, associate
dean of Bass School of Music. The list includes its own
Performing Arts Academy, Oklahoma Youth Orchestra, El
Sistema Oklahoma, Canterbury Youth Voices and Oklahoma
Children’s Theatre, all hosted on campus.
“A partnership with the Meyers Theatre for Young
Audiences and its unique outreach to a targeted audience
was immediately identiﬁed as a natural ﬁt and a perfect
March/april 2019 ion Oklahoma 21

opportunity for growth,” he said.
And OCU and Meyers Theatre are growing and evolving
together.
“The partnership with the Meyers Theater for Young
Audiences is doing exactly what partnership should do –
beneﬁt both organizations. OCU provides a production and
performance space, while the MTYA provides a large and
appreciative audience and a performance opportunity for our
students. I feel the bond growing stronger each year as we
see smiling faces and excited students experiencing great
theatre. As we move forward with our commissioning project
and start writing and producing new musicals speciﬁcally
for young audiences, we will be doing something that is
unique and very special in this art form.”

Looking ahead
A second fundraiser is planned next year to reestablish the
budget which might allow for more than one regular
performance a year for school children, Meyers said.
“We have a great committee and board that works with
22 ion Oklahoma March/april 2019

OCU. We hope that live theater can be so impressive to
young people in a positive way and something that’s
attention getting … and gets our message across. Our
message is deﬁnitely for them to enjoy the arts, and with our
play every four years to be informed about our history and
our government,” she said.
Chip Oppenheim is new to the board, but he has known
Meyers a long while.
“She’s a go-getter. Her tenacity is unparalleled,” he said.
“If she needs to get something done, she does it … with any
endeavor. She will not give up. I’ve watched her with other
things. She just picks a project and need and just goes.”
Oppenheim said he’s on the board because he supports
giving school children the theater experience. Even better
when that experience brings people or events in American
history into the story.
That’s really the complete vision for Meyers Theatre for
Young Children, Herendeen said.
“When this happens, we will have achieved that vision.”
n

PEOPLE

Oklahoma female music legends
honored with unique exhibit
Kendall’s Restaurant host to three-room display
BY TIM FARLEY

A

lmost two dozen Oklahoma women
who achieved stardom in the music
industry will forever be remembered
by state residents and tourists.

A new exhibit at Kendall’s Restaurant in Noble will
showcase high-proﬁle items such as Grammy nomination
certiﬁcates, dresses the female stars wore, autographed
items, hand-written song lyrics, stage outﬁts, autographed
instruments and photographs.
Kendall’s, which is a destination spots for tourists, travelers
and foodies, will host the permanent exhibit and that’s alright
with restaurant owner Kim Cline who renovated three rooms
at the restaurant for the musical exhibits.
“It’s going very well,” she said. “We have a lot of people
asking a lot of questions about it. It’s really interesting to
them. You hear over and over again ‘I didn’t know she was
from Oklahoma.’”
Work crews renovated three rooms at the restaurant to
accommodate the music exhibit.
“It was a challenge, but we loved doing it. This had never
been done before so we had nothing to go by. We were going
off imagination,” Cline said.
Twelve living artists and children of 10 deceased female
musicians attended a tribute on their behalf in late November
Oklahoma Music Hall of Fame inductions were led by President
Amy Love and Selection Committee Chair Dr. Hugh Foley as they
presented the first all female class.
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at the Oklahoma History Center. Later
that day, the musical icons and family
members made their way to Kendall’s
to unveil their display showcases. The
artists who attended the unveiling were
Wanda Jackson, Jody Miller, Gail
Davies, Norma Jean, Becky Hobbs, Jana
Jae, Kellie Coffey, Barbara McAlister,
Gayla Peevey, Katrina Elam, Leona
Mitchell and Susie McEntire.
Artists represented by family
members were Sammi Smith, Jean
Shepard, Gus Hardin, Kay Starr, Lorrie
Collins, Patti Page, Cassie Gaines,
Molly Bee, Evelyn Pittman and Molly
Boren.
Brian Maughan, Oklahoma County
commissioner and co-organizer of the
music exhibit, has been a longtime fan
of Jackson and Miller, but he knew
there were many other females from
Oklahoma who made their mark in the
music industry and should be honored.
“I got to thinking there are a lot of
female musicians from Oklahoma and
they all deserve recognition and this

The largest gathering of Oklahoma celebrities in history at one place. Each members of
the Oklahoma Music Hall of Fame gathered at a luncheon in their honor at the Oklahoma
History Center: Gail Davies, Gayla Peevey, Katrina Elam, Kelley Coffey, Susie McEntire,
Wanda Jackson, Jana Jae, Jody Miller, Leona Mitchell, Becky Hobbs, Barbara McAlister,
and Pretty Miss Norma Jean

was something that had never been
done before,” he said.
So, Maughan and Cline began
brainstorming and developed the idea
of a musical showcase for these
extraordinarily talented women. The
criteria for inclusion in the exhibit was
for the women to have a hit on

Billboard or they played the lead in a
major Broadway show or opera
production.
“The thing about these women is
they did it at a time when it was tough
for women in that industry,” Maughan
said. “They were trend setters. They all
made a huge contribution to the music
industry. They paved the way.”

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Maughan compared the Kendall’s
Restaurant exhibit to the effort
Lubbock, Texas, ofﬁcials started after
legendary rock-n-roll star Buddy Holly
died in an airplane crash.
“Lubbock has been living off him
(Holly) for the past 60 years,” Maughan
Part of the permeant exhibit at Kendall’s
Restaurant in Noble, OK featuring the
women of Oklahoma in music.
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OK Music Hall of Famer Gayla Peevey
stands in front of her exhibit at Kendall’s
which features the dress she wore on the
Ed Sullivan show.
Fans came from Hawaii to New York to
be part of the historic occasion. New
Yorker Gabe Crawford was thrilled to meet
Katrina Elam just after her induction into
the Oklahoma Music Hall of Fame.

Bob Gaines, brother of the late Cassie
Gaines of Lynyrd Skynyrd, stands in front
of his sister’s showcased outfit and jewelry
at the Kendall’s exhibit.

said in a reference to economic
development.
Lubbock ofﬁcials built the Buddy
Holly Center as a performance and
visual arts center dedicated to Holly as
well as the music of Lubbock and West
Texas. The building in which it is
located opened as the city’s Fort Worth
and Denver South Plains Railway depot
in 1928.
The Buddy Holly Center’s Buddy Holly
collection, which the City of Lubbock
acquired in 1996, is headlined by the
Fender Stratocaster that Holly played
during his ﬁnal concert and the pair of
glasses that he was wearing at the
time of his death. It also includes
numerous other artifacts from his
career as a professional musician,
including a recording microphone,
performing outﬁts, a guitar
strap customized by Holly himself, and
numerous albums.
Back in Oklahoma, Maughan wanted
to ﬁnd a way to honor all of the state’s
female musicians.
“My question was what are we doing
to celebrate these musical legacies?”
he said.
The question has been answered with
the three large rooms at Kendall’s

Restaurant devoted to the lives and
careers of great female musicians.
“It (exhibit) exceeded all
expectations,” Maughan said. “This is
the start of something that will
continue as a celebration of great
Oklahoma musicians.”
Before the project began, Kendall’s
Restaurant was known for Oklahoma
memorabilia that is placed throughout
the eatery.
“But we wanted this to stand on its
own,” Cline said.
At ﬁrst, the idea was for a single
room to be renovated. Then, it grew to
two rooms and ﬁnally it was decided
three rooms would hold all of the
memorabilia – at least for now.
During the ﬁrst 12 weeks the exhibit
was open, about 400 to 500 people a
month saw the displays, Cline
estimated. She’s expecting larger
crowds during the summer months
when travelers and tourists make their
way into Oklahoma.
“There’s no charge for it and people
are in awe of what we have here. The
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For the unveiling of the exhibit at Kendall’s 12 living female
music stars attended as did the children of 10 deceased
Oklahoma music legends.

artists were excited to send stuff.
Before you knew it, we had two full
rooms with their stuff,” she said.

SHINE ON
All of the proceeds from the
November celebration beneﬁtted
Oklahoma County’s SHINE program.
SHINE’s initiatives are to create an
overall safer, cleaner and nice place to
live, efﬁciently use and expose
resources through community
OK Music Hall of Famer Jody Miller enjoys
visiting with country music superstar
producer Eddie Kilroy. Kilroy, who has
produced Marty Robbins, Mickey Gilley,
Faron Young, and Jerry Lee Lewis, said he
wouldn’t miss this historic gathering.
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partnerships, improve economic
development and prepare future
generations to be responsible citizens.

Jackson and Miller serve as the
honorary spokespersons for the SHINE
Foundation, a program that was founded

Comm. Brian Maughan introduces the
owners of Kendall’s Restaurant Dee
Downer and Kim Cline, who personally
paid for the all the renovations to make
the exhibit possible. Sitting to their side
is Terry Jennings, son of Waylon
Jennings. Even though he and his father
hailed from Texas, Terry said he just
wanted to be a part of this event. Sadly
he would pass away 57 days later.

by Maughan. Because of Jackson and Miller, the SHINE
program has been supported by Merle Haggard, Kris
Kristofferson, BJ Thomas, Alan Parsons, Mickey Gilley and
Gene Watson.
Partners in the musical exhibit at Kendall’s Restaurant are

the Oklahoma History Center, Oklahoma Music Hall of Fame,
Institute of Economic Empowerment for Women, Oklahoma
Arts Council, Oklahoma Creativity Forum, Oklahoma Tourism
Department and the Oklahoma History Center Historical
Music Trials. n
Many of the stars had actually never met one
another before and expressed their excitement to
meet so many of their musical heroes often
stopping to take pics on their cameras together.
Such as the case with OK Music Hall of Famers
Becky Hobbs, Jana Jae, and Susie McEntire.
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Anoatubby to continue leading
Oklahoma Hall of Fame in 2019

G

overnor Bill anoatubby of ada
will continue his term as
chairman of the board for the
Oklahoma hall of Fame and
Gaylord-pickens Museum. anoatubby will
serve as chairman through December
2019. Members of the board of directors
for 2019 also have been selected for their
respective terms and continue to be a
guiding agent of success for the 92 yearold statewide organization
Governor Bill Anoatubby grew up in Tishomingo where he
attended Tishomingo High School, graduating in 1964. He
attended Murray State College and graduated from East
Central State College in 1972 after serving in the OK Army
National Guard. He began working for The Chickasaw Nation
as director of tribal health services in 1975, becoming
Lieutenant Governor in 1979 and Governor in 1987.
Anoatubby has been instrumental in the development of
numerous businesses owned and operated by The
Chickasaw Nation and under his leadership the tribe was
the ﬁrst to successfully compact for its own health system.
When Governor Anoatubby took ofﬁce in 1987, The
Chickasaw Nation included 250 employees and an $11
million operating budget.
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Today the tribe employs nearly 13,500 and has an annual
outlay approaching $1 billion. Anoatubby became a member
and leader of the inter-tribal council of the Five Civilized
Tribes in 1978, remaining active in a wide range of
organizations including the Oklahoma Indian Affairs
Commission, Trail of Tears National Historic Trail Advisory
Committee of the U.S. Department of Interior, Leadership OK,
and the OK Foundation for Excellence. He is also the
longtime chairman of the Native American Cultural and

Educational Authority. Governor Anoatubby and his wife,
Janice, have two sons, Brian and Chris, and ﬁve
grandchildren, Brendan, Eryn, Chloe, Sydney and Preslea.
Mark A. Stansberry of Edmond, will continue to serve as
chairman emeritus. A native of Elk City, Stansberry began
his career in the energy industry in 1977 as a landman,
going on to create and manage several diverse companies
related to the energy ﬁeld. Currently he serves as the
founder and chairman of the GTD group (Global Trade &
Development) where he assists American businesses expand
into international markets.
Stansberry is also an independent ﬁlm producer. In 2001,
he co-founded a ﬁlm production company with Academy
Award-winning producer Gray Frederickson (The Godfather
II), most recently releasing a documentary ﬁlm about the
future of energy based on the book by Oklahoma energy
leader Robert A. Hefner III.
In addition to his business efforts Stansberry currently
serves on the Board of Regents of the Regional University
System of Oklahoma; Life Trustee for Oklahoma Christian
University; and Board Emeritus of the Governor’s
International Team. Stansberry was inducted into the
Western Oklahoma Hall of Fame in 2009 and honored by
UCO for his service supporting higher education in
Oklahoma with an annual scholarship in his name.
Bruce T. Benbrook of Woodward, will serve as chairmanelect. Benbrook is graduate of Woodward High School and

Oklahoma State University where he received his B.S. degree
in Finance, served as student body president and was
named “Outstanding Male Graduate”. He has served as
chairman and president of The Stock Exchange Bank in
Woodward since 1981 and as chairman of First Oklahoma
Life and Casualty Insurance Company since 2006.
In Woodward, he has served as president of the Chamber
of Commerce, Industrial Foundation Woodward Education
Foundation, Lion’s Club, and United Fund. He was named
Woodward’s Citizen of the Year in 1991. On a statewide level,
he has served as president of several organizations,
including the OK Bankers Association, OK Foundation for
Excellence, OSU Alumni Association, and as Chairman of the
OSU Board of Regents and Leadership OK. Benbrook also
has served two terms as State Highway Commissioner.
He currently serves as chairman of Oklahoma Tomorrow
and on the board of OMRF. He is a graduate of Leadership
Oklahoma Class XIII, recipient of the Golden Bull Award, and
will receive the Distinguished Graduate award on April 13.
Benbrook has received the Distinguished Alumni Award from
OSU, the Distinguished Leadership Award from Leadership
OK, named one of the Top l00 Graduates of the OSU Spears
School of Business, the American Red Cross “Community
Hero Award” and the Most Admired CEO’s Award from The
Journal Record, the Barbara Lynch Community Partner Award
from the State School Board Association, and the Friend of
Education Award from the Woodward Education Association.
Benbrook is married to Sheryl, an attorney, and they have
two daughters, Rachel and Julia.
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Elected vice chairmen are: Phil B. Albert, Claremore; Chief
Gary Batton, Durant; Nevyle R. Cable, Okmulgee; Ken
Fergeson, Altus; Edna Mae Holden, Kremlin; and Xavier
Neira, Norman. Corporate secretary is Jennifer M. Grigsby,
Edmond, and treasurer is Steve Burrage, Antlers. At large
executive committee members are Clayton I. Bennett,
Oklahoma City; Amanda Clinton, Tulsa; and Linda English
Weeks, Norman.
The Chairmen’s Council includes: Calvin J. Anthony,
Stillwater; Pat Henry, Lawton; Glen D. Johnson, Oklahoma
City; Roxana Lorton, Tulsa; Tom J. McDaniel, Oklahoma City;
Joe P. Moran III, Tulsa; and Lee Allan Smith, Oklahoma City.
Newly elected board members are: Jane Jayroe Gamble,
Oklahoma City; Anne M. Greenwood, Stillwater; Whitney
Rainbolt, Oklahoma City; Maxey Reilly, Okemah; Bob Ross,
Oklahoma City; and Bill Schonacher, Oklahoma City.
Returning board members are: Dewey F. Bartlett, Jr., Tulsa;
Barbara Braught, Duncan; Bob Burke, Oklahoma City; Ann L.
Caine, Oklahoma City; Stan Clark, Stillwater; Mick Cornett,
Oklahoma City; Teresa Rose Crook, Edmond; Bob Drake,
Davis; Gentner F. Drummond, Tulsa; Jeffrey T. Dunn, Tulsa;
Greg Elliott, Chickasha; Cheryl Evans, Tonkawa; John M.
“Chip” Fudge, Oklahoma City; Virginia Groendyke, Enid;
Nathaniel Harding, Oklahoma City; Ronnie Irani, Oklahoma
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City; Kirk Jewell, Stillwater; Cathy Keating, Oklahoma City;
Rebecca Keesling, Tulsa; Mike Larsen, Perkins; Duke R.
Ligon, Wewoka; Judy Love, Oklahoma City; John Massey,
Durant; Bill Masterson, Jr., Tulsa; John M. McArthur, Lawton;
Frank W. Merrick, Oklahoma City; Vicki Miles-LaGrange,
Oklahoma City; S. Bond Payne, Oklahoma City; Peggy C.
Stephenson, Tulsa; Clayton C. Taylor, Oklahoma City; Steven
W. Taylor, McAlester; Sean Trauschke, Oklahoma City; Steve
Turnbo, Tulsa; Jim Utterback, Earlsboro; R. Scott Vaughn,
Tulsa; Hardy Watkins, Oklahoma City; Susan Winchester,
Oklahoma City; and Allen Wright, Oklahoma City.
The Oklahoma Hall of Fame preserves Oklahoma’s history
by telling Oklahoma’s story through its people. Founded in
1927, the Oklahoma Hall of Fame was created to honor
Oklahomans who have given outstanding service to the
state during their lifetime and to provide statewide
educational programming for students of all ages. Being
inducted to the Oklahoma Hall of Fame is Oklahoma’s
Highest Honor. Through exhibits and experiences at the
Gaylord-Pickens Museum, the Oklahoma Hall of Fame
stands to preserve Oklahoma’s unique history while
promoting pride in our great state. The Oklahoma Hall of
Fame has been publishing books on Oklahoma’s people and
heritage for more than 40 years, and offers tuition waivers
and cash scholarships in all 77 counties to high school
students. For more information about the Oklahoma Hall of
Fame or Gaylord-Pickens Museum, visit oklahomahof.com
or call 405.235.4458. n

TRAVEL

FAMILY

Tunnels and a 30-foot slide made of packing tape are favorites at
Discovery Lab in Tulsa. PHOTO PROVIDED
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FUN

ADVENTURES AND
EXCITEMENT
CLOSE TO HOME
BY LINDA MILLER

S

taying closer to home for
summer vacation?

The children probably won’t care if there’s a big
dose of fun involved. Luckily, several places in the
state deliver, making a couple of day trips or an
overnight stay easy options that won’t cramp the
budget or eat up a week of vacation time.
Well-known favorites include the Oklahoma City
Zoo and Tulsa Zoo, along with Science Museum
Oklahoma in Oklahoma City, Jasmine Moran
Children’s Museum in Seminole and Leonardo’s
Children’s Museum and Adventure Quest in Enid.
Frontier City opens April 6 and White Water Bay on
May 18.
Have you heard of Oklahoma Wondertorium in
Stillwater? This is where unstructured play is
encouraged as children are exposed to everything
from math and physics to performing and medicine.
A study by the American Academy of Pediatricians
found that play helps build brains, promotes healthy
development, fosters executive function skills and
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Sea Turtle Island exhibit is home to two 300-pound loggerhead
sea turtles, reef sharks and other tropical fish at the Oklahoma
Aquarium in Jenks. PHOTO PROVIDED

provides a buffer against the negative impacts of stress.
Sun, Earth, Universe is a new engaging and interactive
exhibit about Earth and space science. The museum is one
of 52 to be awarded the exhibit.
At Discovery Lab in Tulsa, young visitors rush to the tape
tunnels and a 30-foot slide made entirely of packing tape,
but there’s a lot more to explore. All exhibits and experiences
engage visitors whether it involves music and instruments,
creating things from upcycled materials, exploring electricity
and robotics, or discovering a bug’s life. There’s also a
toddler area. Animationland, the newest exhibit, encourages
exploration of all aspects of animation. Visitors get to
create their own stop-motion videos.
The Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History in
Norman is home to the world’s largest Apatosaurus and
several other dinosaur skeletons. The museum traces four
billion years of Oklahoma history.
Move from the past to the present for laser tag, bowling,
arcades, movies and at numerous family entertainment
centers, including Main Event in Oklahoma City, HeyDay in
Moore and in lower Bricktown, The District inside Choctaw
Casino & Resort in Durant and the new ShowBiz in north
Edmond.
Prefer outside and a bird’s eye view of the city? Wheeler
District is home to the historic Santa Monica Pier Ferris
Wheel which opens for the season in April. It overlooks
downtown Oklahoma City and stands 100 feet above the
34 ion Oklahoma March/april 2019

south bank of the Oklahoma river. The ferris wheel was
refurbished and installed in April 2016.
For a splashing good time, there’s the Water-Zoo Indoor
Waterpark in Clinton with four-story waterslides and smaller
mezzanine waterslides, activity pool, wave pool, slide
boarding and a lazy river. It’s open year-round and always 83
degrees.
Andy’s Alligator Fun Park & Water Park in Norman offers go
carts, bumper cars, climbing wall, kidz zone, game room
and frog hopper. The water park opens weekends on May 11.
Attractions include a pipeline, cove, three-story-tall thrill
slide, inﬂatable obstacle course, splash pad and race slide.
Other water parks and aquatic centers are scattered
throughout the state.
Speaking of water, Oklahoma Aquarium in Jenks has
several exhibits spotlighting invertebrates, extreme ﬁshes,
jelly ﬁsh, seahorses and an electric eel. Sea Turtle Island
exhibit is home to two 300-pound loggerhead sea turtles,
reef sharks and other tropical ﬁsh. The tank can be
experienced from three viewing levels, including an
underwater observation station. The shark adventure with
its clear walk-through tunnel allows visitors to see the
world’s largest collection of bull sharks. The newest exhibit
is the Polynesian Reef.
Head to the Boathouse District near downtown Oklahoma
City for white water rafting, kayaking, paddle boarding,
pump tracks, sliding the rapids, tubing, surﬁng, high speed
sliding, extreme jumping and wall climbing. SandRidge Sky
Trail is the tallest adventure course of its kind in the world.
The 80-foot structure features six levels of challenges that
increase in difﬁculty the higher you climb. Then go down the
Sky Slide, jump from the 80-foot Rumble Drop free fall
experience or soar across the Oklahoma River on the
SandRidge sky zip.

A recreated traditional village with many of the buildings that were important to daily life is on the grounds at Chickasaw Cultural
Center in Sulphur. PHOTO PROVIDED

ARBUCKLE WILDERNESS
Another kind of adventure awaits at the Arbuckle
Wilderness Park in Davis. Go on a drive-through safari in the
Arbuckle Mountains and count how many exotic animals you
see. The park is open year-round; the petting zoo, House of
Reptiles and rides open Memorial Day weekend.
While you’re in the Arbuckle Mountains area, soar through
the sky at 777 Zip or Air Donkey Zipline Adventures, then
head to Chickasaw Cultural Center in nearby Sulphur.
Explore the grounds, participate in a stomp dance, check out
the recreated traditional village and learn about the rich
history, storytelling and traditions of the Chickasaw Nation.
In south Oklahoma City, Orr Family Farm features a
vintage carousel, pony rides, zip line, train rides, giant

jumping pillows, barnyard, chicken show and more. Orr’s
operating schedule is seasonal so check the website. The
newest addition is the Conestoga camping experience.
Spend the night in a pioneer-style wagon made for modern
comfort. The wagons are ﬁtted with bunk beds and plush
mattresses, heat and air conditioning, bathroom and
shower, battery powered lanterns, charcoal grill and ﬁre
extinguisher. And each comes with a swim spa.
Want more fun ideas? Indoor climbing gyms, escape
rooms, trampoline parks and more family and child friendly
experiences can be found across the state.
For more family attractions and information, go to
travelok.com. n
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Costner heads honorees for
Western Heritage Awards
BY M.J. VANDEVENTER

H

allelujah! Finally, after almost a
decade of invitations, noted
actor Kevin costner has ﬁnally
accepted the call to be honored
by the National cowboy & Western
heritage Museum.
His presence on that evening will have him joining the
long list of movie stars and western celebrities who have
graced the Museum’s stage for this gala black-tie event.
Just a few of the notables have been
Tom Selleck, Maureen O’Hara, Joel
McCrea, Ernest Borgnine, Jimmy
Stewart, Alan Ladd, and of course,
John Wayne, who was actually the
parade marshall for the opening day
of the Museum in 1965.
The occasion will be the Museum’s
annual Western Heritage Awards, a
prestigious ceremonial event that
recognizes outstanding
contributions to the revered western
culture. Set for the weekend of April
12-13, Western Heritage Awards is a
celebration of creative works in ﬁlm,
literature, music and television. All the awards reﬂect the
signiﬁcant stories of the Western genre. The event also
celebrates the induction of western heroes into the
Museum’s Western Halls of Fame.
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Costner will be inducted into the Hall of Great Western
Performers, along with notable musical and screen performer
Howard Keel, who was born in 1919 and died in 2004.
Keel was most noted for his distinctive musical voice in
the movie, “Showboat.” The presentation for Costner will
chronicle his rise to fame. He might never have become an
actor had he not shared a chance meeting with Richard
Burton on a ﬂight back to Los Angeles from Mexico. Burton
encouraged him to pursue acting.
In 1987, Costner starred in the
crime shows, “Eliot Ness” and “The
Untouchables.” He won recognition
for those roles and attracted
attention again in 1988, when he
starred in “Field of Dreams” and
then portrayed Crash Davis in “Bull
Durham.”
But it was the 1990 epic western
movie, “Dances With Wolves,” that
catapulted him to movie stardom
and lasting fame. He starred in
and directed that movie, which
won numerous awards and made
Costner a force to be reckoned with
on the silver screen. Since then, there have been other
movies, television projects and more directorial successes,
but it was his role as John Dunbar in “Dances with Wolves”
that is now a revered classic western movie.

7y. Photo: Katrina Barber

Of that movie, critics wrote: “This is a movie that
revamped the western genre. Authentic as an Edward Curtis
photograph, lyrical as a George Catlin oil painting, or a Karl
Bodmer landscape, this is a ﬁlm with a pure ring to it.”
Today, Costner continues to pursue his career as an actor,
director and producer but in his hours away from television
and movies he stills plays with his “Modern Westrock Band.”
While Costner will certainly be the star of the evening’s
awards program, there are other western notables to be
honored and inducted into the Museum’s Halls of Fame.
Among them:
Hall of Great Westerners: Clark McEntire and George
McJunkin
Chester A. Reynolds Award: Dave Stamey. Reynolds was
the founder of the Museum.
Lifetime Achievement Award: Michael Martin Murphey,
who presents a family Christmas gala every year for the
Museum.

Literary Awards
The Hunger by Alma Katsu; The Wooly West: Colorado’s
Hidden History of Sheepscapes by Andrew Gulliford; Living
Beneath the Colorado Peaks - The Story of Knapp Ranch by
Betsy Knapp; Hardscrabble by Sandra Dallas; Long Live the
King, a magazine articleby Christine Hamilton, Ross Hecox
and Susan Morrison; Landscapes with Horses, poetry hook by
Mark Sanders.

Music Awards:
Original Western Composition - Frontier Symphony with Jeff
Lippencott and the 46onierFestival Orchestra; Traditional
Western Album: Sunset on the Rio Grande Revisited, Syd
Masters; New Horizon: “I’ll Ride Thru It” with Denna McCall.

Film and Television Awards
Fictional Drama: A Monster Among Us starring Kevin
Costner, who will get to return to the Museum stage for a
repeat thank you performance. n
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The history of the
Friends of Hubbell Trading Post
BY JANET HOOPER AND THRUDE BRECKENRIDGE

F

riends of hubbell Trading post
National historic Site, inc. was
incorporated in august 1990 as a
not-for-proﬁt organization for
charitable, religious, educational and
scientiﬁc purposes.
The mission of the organization is to maintain, preserve
and enhance the general public’s awareness of the crosscultural heritage of the Southwest as represented in this
traditionally operated historic trading post.
Friends of Hubbell aid and promote the management
programs and objectives of the National Park Service at
Hubbell Trading Post National Historic Site in Ganado, Ariz.,
when no government or other donated funds are available.
The Friends organization hopes to extend the Hubbell
legacy by helping revitalize Native American arts and crafts,
provide scholarships for Native American college students
and generally encourage dissemination of knowledge about
the signiﬁcance of this oldest continuously run trading post
within the Navajo Nation. The Hubbell Trading Post has been
a direct point of contact between cultures during the last
140 years.

Initial Events:
In December 1990, the Friends of Hubbell hosted the ﬁrst
Christmas Farolito Night with candlelit luminarias lining the
walks, walls and roads of the historic trading post. Red chili
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A Native American Papago/Tohono O’odham hand coiled
polychrome basket is inspected by a prospective buyer.

Collectable Native American Kachinas, stone eagle sculpture by Harold Davidson, buckskin
horse and a handmade doll are displayed for review. Each item represents an opportunity for
storytelling about life lessons and history.

suppers for $5 each were sold. Tours were conducted of the
Hubbell home that had been decorated by local school
children.
In May 1991, Friends of Hubbell sponsored a sheepshearing event at the site.
ite. Numerous sheep and goats were available for expert
and amateurs to shear. Prizes were given. Ben and Nellie
Begay of Chinle - Nazlini provided the livestock. Mr. and Mrs.
Silentman of Newcomb, NM provided sheep for the grill,
mutton stew and chili fry bread plate prepared by Friends
volunteers.
In April 1992, the National Park Service and Friends of
Hubbell hosted a 25th Anniversary Re-dedication luncheon
for the site with honored guests that included Dorothy
Hubbell and John Hubbell; Mrs. Annie Wauneka; Frances
Babbitt; and other family members of early Indian traders,
Alfred Yazzie, Medicine Man, performed a Blessing Way
ceremony with the help of his wife, Alice.

Auctions:
In 1991, with a loan from the Babbitt Brothers Trading
Company of Flagstaff, AZ, the Friends of Hubbell and the
National Park Service held the ﬁrst Native American Arts and
Crafts auction. It was held in the gymnasium of the Navajo
Health Foundation across Highway 264 at the Sage
Memorial Hospital compound.
In 1992, with a smaller 40-day loan from the Southwest
Parks and Monuments Association (SPMA) located in
Tucson, AZ and now Western National Parks Association
(WNPA) located in Oro Valley, AZ, the Friends held their
second auction.
After 1993, the auction was moved to the Ganado Catholic
Church auditorium. In 1998, a rug auction was held at the
Navajo Nation Museum, Library and Visitor’s Center in
Window Rock, AZ to support a Navajo Studies Conference. In
1999 gross receipts for the auction were $73,000 with 170
items sold out of 330 arts and craft items submitted for sale.
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Auction buyer and trader Craig Watson inspects a Native
American Handwoven rug, made from hand-carded and spun wool
colored with vegetable dyes. Each weaving portrays art of a

variety of themes including religious ceremonies, scenes of daily
life, and bird pictorials. Every rug is an artistic expression of
Native American culture.

By 2000 the auctions were being held twice a year on site
at the Hubbell Trading Post National Historic Site under a
big tent with many Native American vendors also in
attendance, surrounding the auction venue. Since 1996 the
auctioneers continue to be R.B. Burnham and company that
include the families of Bruce Burnham and Hank Blair. Our
record auction was held in May of 2011 with $193,000 in
sales.
Auctions have since been moved to Gallup, NM, from due
to the ongoing possibility of national governmental
furloughs at Hubbell Trading post.
Friends of Hubbell’s semi-annual auctions continue to
fund college scholarships for Native American college

students.
Thus far, nearly $3,000,000 has been returned to the
Native American community through the sale of their work,
over $200,000 in college scholarships have been provided.
For the ﬁfth year in a row, $25,000 was awarded to
deserving students in 2018.
Friends of Hubbell will be holding their spring auction at
the Gallup Community Service Center on May 4, 2019. The
center is located at exit 22 off of the I-40 in Gallup, NM. The
Preview is from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. The auction will begin at
noon, and ends after the last item is sold.
There is free parking, free admission, handicapped
accessible and no sales tax.
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Approximately 350 items of Native American weavings /
art will be auctioned. All proﬁt goes to the Friends of Hubbell
scholarship fund for Navajo and Hopi college students.
Cash, checks or credit cards are accepted for payment and
there is a 10 percent buyer’s premium that funds the
scholarships.
Donations to the auctions are encouraged with 100
percent of the proceeds going to the scholarships.
FoH has no paid staff to optimize what goes into the
scholarship fund, if you would like to become a Friends of
Hubbell volunteer, please contact us.
For additional information contact
friendsofhubbellauctions@gmail.com or
www.FriendsofHubbell.org
n
Instilling heritage, respect and the teaching of values, longtime
FOH member Fred Jackson takes time to share the art of Hopi pot
making with his grandson.

Friends of Hubbell Accomplishments:
• Purchased and donated furniture and kitchen
appliances, along with tile work and ﬁxtures for the
Hubbell Trading Post Hogan in 1994 and continues to
help with restoration.
• Sponsors two yearly auctions to result in 85% of
revenue being returned to the artists in the community.
• Became independent of Western National Parks in the
ﬁnancing of our two yearly auctions at Hubbell in 2009.
Complete funding now provided 100% by FOH
• Funds Luminaria Night every December at the Trading
Post.
• Awarded over $200,000 in scholarships to Native
American students over the past 20 years.
• Raised more than $25,000 in auction funds for
improvements at the trading post such as the parking
lot and the Visitor Center. Additional donations continue
to fund projects at the trading post.
• Increased FoH operating funds from $97,000 to
$210,000 in seven years.
• Expanded the number of vendor booths available for
rental by artists at the auctions.
• Continue to grow the auction mailing list from 800 to
2000 buyers in nine years. Enlarged the auction mailing
list for weavers and artists to more than 900.
Developing an email mailing list to reduce costs.
• Expanding Hubbell notoriety through social media, and
electronic mail along with increased advertising
• Awarded Lodgers tax funding grant from City of Gallup
for increased advertising
• Provides 800 hours and more of volunteer time
dedicated to planning, preparation and completion of
the auctions resulting in $19,000.00 of valued volunteer
effort for each auction based on NPS time/wages
• Manage up to three grants per year for National Park
Service improvements.
• Managed to grow Friends of Hubbell membership
numbers from a handful to over 200 annual or lifetime
members.
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EVENTS

March and April in the Gardens
301 W. Reno Oklahoma City
Many activities require registration; register online at myriadgardens.org

Dr. Seuss Day in the Gardens
Saturday, March 2, 10 am-noon
Crystal Bridge South Lobby and Garden Classroom
Member $3; Nonmember $4
Best for ages 2 to 8
Register by Tuesday, February 26
Celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday, his wonderful books and the
earth! We’ll have everyone’s favorite character, Cat In the
Hat, here to read stories and tell fun Dr. Seuss facts. Kids can
learn from the Lorax about how to take care of our animal
and plant friends while visiting our special Oklahoma City
Zoo visitors. We’ll also have Dr. Seuss inspired crafts and a
fun photo op area.

Mardi Gras on Myriad Street
Saturday, March 2, 2-4 pm
Member children $10; Nonmember $15
Accompanying adults are free
Celebrate Mardi Gras on Myriad Street with an event tailored
to children ages 3-10. Celebrate the traditional carnival
celebration with crafts, games, tarot card readings, Mardi
Gras cake decorating, a special appearance from Princess
Tiana, giveaways and more!
Activities: Masquerade mask craft, second line parade
through the gardens, kings cake decorating, huge birthday
party package giveaway, Mardi Gras bingo, jazz band, Mardi
Gras reading activities, Mardi Gras trivia, Tarot card reading
and more.
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Botanical Balance presented by Fowler Toyota
Sponsored by Tinker Federal Credit Union and Stephenson Cancer
Center

Little Saplings – Spring Session
Every other Tuesday from March to June
March 5, 19; April 2, 16, 30; May 14, 28; June 11,
10-11am
Children’s Garden Porch
Member $3; Nonmember $4
Best for ages 2 to 5
Register by the Friday before
Join us in the Children’s Garden for an hour of songs,
games, and interactive nature fun. Toddlers (and parents!)
will get to learn about the exciting world of gardens in an
engaging and educational way. Each week features a new
theme with corresponding activities and learning opportunities. Every Little Saplings event begins with a song,
ends with a sensory bin, and includes a hands-on craft.

Reading Wednesdays
Every Wednesday, 10 am
March 6, 13, 20 and 27; April 3, 10, 17, 24
The Garden Classroom
FREE
Best for ages 2 to 5
Bring your youngster for story time each Wednesday at 10
am. Books are nature-themed and selected based on the
season. We’ll begin with an interactive song and children
will enjoy creating a small craft after the story. Join us the
last Wednesday of the month for reading and craft time with
the Downtown Library. For groups of 10 or more please call
Kodi Clifford at (405)-835-6789.
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Tuesdays, 5:45 p.m. or
Saturdays, 8-9am
Meet on the south entrance of
the Crystal Bridge to check in
and ﬁnd out location
FREE - Bring mat and water
Introducing Botanical Balance at Myriad Gardens. Starting
Saturday, March 2, instructors from This Land Yoga will
teach two, all-levels classes weekly FOR FREE. Join us either
on Saturdays from 8-9am and or Tuesdays from 5:456:45pm. It’s RX with nature. Check-in at the Visitor Center,
south end of the Crystal Bridge to ﬁnd out the location of the
class that will change accordingly to weather elements.

Oklahoma Gardening School
presented by Devon Energy and The Meinders Foundation
Growing Beautiful, Successful and Low-Maintenance Herb Gardens

Saturday, March 9, 9 am-4 pm
Devon Energy Auditorium
$40 members; $70 nonmembers; $25 students with ID;
$15 box lunch option
Register by Tuesday, March 5
Myriad Botanical Gardens’ annual
Oklahoma Gardening School is
the state’s premier annual
horticultural symposium designed
for home gardeners and
professional horticulturists,
garden designers and landscape
architects. Each year the
Oklahoma Gardening School showcases local and national
experts in gardening, plant selection, and garden design.
Their illustrated talks and Q&A discussions help participants
learn how to create and maintain more sustainable gardens
in Oklahoma.
The 2019 Oklahoma Gardening School theme is Growing

Beautiful, Successful and Low-Maintenance Herb Gardens.
Speakers will inspire as they demonstrate how to grow
purposeful herb gardens through adaptive designs, proper
plant selection, and precise cultivation and maintenance
practices to produce the ﬁnest aromatic, culinary, and
therapeutic beneﬁts for a healthier and more bountiful
gardening experience.
Sponsors: TLC Garden Center and Grooms Irrigation,
American Plant Products, Calvert’s Plant Interiors, Kitty and
Richard Champlin, Minick Materials, and Total Environment
Plant Wisdom Garden Center
In-Kind sponsors: AC Hotel by Marriott OKC Bricktown and
Holiday Inn Express-Bricktown

Spring Break in the Gardens
Tuesdays and Thursdays during Spring Break
March 12, 14, 19, 21,
10am-Noon
Children’s Garden Porch
$3 per child
Looking for something fun to
do over Spring Break? Join
us in the Children’s Garden
as we celebrate the coming of spring with hands-on
activities such as fruit and vegetable stamping, making
weather wind sticks and seed planting. For groups of 10 or
more call Lily Peppers at (405) 445-5162.

The Story of a Tree
Saturday, March 16, 10-11:30 am
The Garden Classroom and Garden Grounds
Member $5; Nonmember $6
Best for ages 7 to 10
Register by Tuesday, March 19
Celebrate the start of Oklahoma Arbor Week by exploring the
story of a tree and then telling your own story. We’ll use real
tree slices to learn about the layers inside a tree, how they
help the tree grow and how to use tree rings to learn a tree’s
story. Then we’ll create our own tree slices to tell our life

stories as trees. We’ll end by going on a scavenger hunt to
ﬁnd the most interesting trees in the gardens.

Go Green, St. Patrick’s Day
sponsored by BC Clark Jewelers
Sunday, March 17, Noon-3pm
The Devon Lawn and Band Shell, Sheridan Lawn
$5 wristband, best for ages 4-10
May the luck of the Irish be with you as we celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day! The fun begins with a performance by the
Oklahoma Scottish Pipes and Drums. Guests can enjoy food
trucks, vendors, an Irish Step performance, and fun ﬁddling
tunes. Each paid participant’s wristband includes access to
the Sheridan Lawn for crafts, games, and activities suited
for ages 4-10 years-old. All guests can learn about Irish
heritage, ﬁnd out where our silly leprechaun hid the Gardens
pot of gold and most importantly don’t forget to wear green!

Painting in the Gardens: The Lucky Hat
Sunday, March 17, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
The Garden Classroom
$20 members; $25 nonmembers
Members call (405) 227-0230 to get your rate
Nonmembers register at myriadgardens.org
Join Wine and Palette in the Garden Classroom to create a
unique piece of art on 11” x 14” canvas. Participants will
have a single starting point, and all will be provided with
the instruction and proper steps to create a work of art that
can be created only by you. This event is recommended for
all including children.

Water Conservation and
Turf Management Seminar
Saturday, March 23, 10-Noon
The Garden Classroom
Member $8; Nonmember $12
Jeff Salmond, University of Oklahoma, Director of Athletic
Field Management, CSFM
Josh Campbell, Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service,

Urban Ag. and Natural Resources
Register by Tuesday, March 19
In this featured seminar focused on saving water while caring
for your lawn, you will learn cost-effective methods for
conserving natural resources. From setting up strategic rain
barrels to the effective use of mulch, you will be on your way to
efﬁciently manage drought-resistance grass and hearty lowground cover year-round. Coffee and light breakfast provided.
Special thanks to SqueezeEveryDrop.com

Myriad Gardens 31st Birthday!
Monday, March 25, 9 am-5 pm
FREE ADMISSION to the Crystal Bridge
It’s our birthday! Thirty-one years ago on March 25, the
Myriad Botanical Gardens opened to
the public. In celebration, we will
offer free admission to the Crystal
Bridge. Find a history timeline at
myriadgardens.org/history

Guided Walking Tour
Saturday, March 30, 10 am
Last Saturday of Every Month, 10-11 am
Garden Grounds
FREE
Expand your knowledge of Oklahoma plants and ﬁnd inspiration for your own garden with our educational walking tours.
Each month will feature different plants from our outdoor
collection that make great choices for our region – from
year-round color
to droughttolerant choices
and more. Selfguided plant tour
handouts are
available in our
north lobby.
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Seed Starting Workshop
Saturday, March 30,
10-Noon
The Garden Classroom
Member $14;
Nonmember $19
Bill Farris, Prairie Wind
Nursery
Register by Tuesday,
March 19
Starting your own plants
from seed is fun, easy and a
great way to save money on plants for your garden. In this
hands-on experience, you will learn how to start annual
ﬂowers, vegetables and herbs, the best way to take care of
your seeds as they germinate and grow (containers,
watering, thinning, and lighting) and other tips, techniques
and tools helpful in seed starting. All participants will plant
a variety of seeds to take home and grow.

APRIL
Terrarium Workshop for Adults
Saturday, April 6,
10-Noon
The Garden Classroom
Member $23;
Nonmember $28
Olivia Dias, Children’s
Garden Manager
Register by Tuesday,
April 2
In this hands-on experience, design your own moss and rock
terrarium. Gain insight into the different types of moss
available for botanical crafting, and learn how to best
display your new work of art.

Sprouting Chefs: Berry Pizzelles
Saturday, April 13, 10-11:30am
The Garden Classroom
Member $15; Nonmember $17
Toni Washington, Edmond
Mobile Meals
Best for ages 8 to 11
Register by Tuesday, April 9
online at myriadgardens.org
Pizzelles are a traditional Italian wafﬂe cookie that can be
used in all sorts of ways, not just as cookies! Learn how to
make this tasty and beautiful treat and how to dress it up
into a snack. Create pizzelles, decorate them with berries
and other healthy toppings as we discuss springtime fruit.

Revenge of the Plants! All about
Carnivorous Plants
Wednesday, April 17, 6-7pm
The Garden Classroom
Member $12; Nonmember $15
Best for ages 8 to 11
Register by Wednesday, April 10
Learn about some of the wackiest
vegetation in the world –
carnivorous plants! Kids will learn how these meat-eating
plants work, why they eat meat and how to keep them alive.
We’ll make a fun craft to turn our own hands into Venus
ﬂytraps and each child will take a small carnivorous plant
home.

Happy Hoppy Easter Party
Presented by Tinker Federal Credit Union and Goldfish
Swim School
Saturday, April 20, 10am-1pm
(flights for ages 0-2, 3-5 and 6-8)
FLIGHT 1:
10am: Ages 0-2
10:30am: Ages 3-5
1am: Ages 6-8

FLIGHT 2:
11:30am: Ages 0-2
12pm: Ages 3-5
12:30pm: Ages 6-8
Children’s Garden at Myriad Gardens
Members $8; Nonmembers $10
MEMBERS ONLY REGISTRATION THROUGH MARCH 18
The Easter Bunny is in town and can’t wait to visit with you!
Bring your basket to scramble for eggs and have a Happy
Hoppy time in our Children’s Garden! Activities include
games, crafts, refreshments and of course, photos with the
Easter Bunny. Open to children 2-8 years old.

Natural Easter Egg Dyes
Saturday, April 20, 10-11:30 am
Children’s Garden Porch
Member $12; Nonmember $15
Best for ages 6 to 10. Register by Tuesday, April 16
The world is full of beautiful colors, and you may be
surprised where some of them come from! Join us as we
learn some history about plant dyes and the tradition of
Easter egg dyeing while also discovering how the colors are
made. Each participant will then be able to use the natural
colors we learn about to dye four Easter eggs to bring home!

Funny Bunny Easter Egg Hunt for Dogs
Sponsored by Midtown Vets
Saturday, April 20, 2-3pm
The Devon Lawn
Member dog $5;
Nonmember dog $10
Join us for the ﬁfth annual Dog Easter Egg Hunt at the
Gardens. Bring your leashed dog to the Devon
Lawn for a tail-wagging good time. There will
be separate hunts for big and small dogs.
When your dog touches one of the plastic
eggs with their nose, into your basket it goes.
There will be pup prizes for the lucky pooches
who choose correctly! n
March/april 2019 ion Oklahoma 47

SPORTS

2019 THUNDER
BASKETBALL SCHEDULE
DATE

Memphis
at Minnesota
at Portland
at LA
at Utah
Brooklyn
at Indiana

6:00
7:00
9:30
9:30
8:00
7:00
6:00

Mar. 18

Miami

7:00

Mar. 20
Mar. 22
Mar. 25
Mar. 27
Mar. 29
Mar. 31
Apr. 2
Apr. 5
Apr. 7
Apr. 9
Apr. 10
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TIME

Mar. 3
Mar. 5
Mar. 7
Mar. 8
Mar. 11
Mar. 13
Mar. 14
Mar. 16

BOLD = Home Game

OPPONENT

Golden State

Toronto
at Toronto
at Memphis
Indiana
Denver
Dallas
Los Angeles
Detroit
at Minnesota
Houston
at Milwaukee

Times listed are Central Standard Time (CST)

7:30

8:30
6:30
7:00
7:00
7:00
2:30
7:00
7:00
2:30
8:30
7:00

SEA

POR

7:30P.M.

7:30P.M.

EPL

RGV

8:30P.M.

7:30P.M.

LAS

OC

7:30P.M.

7:30P.M.

AUS
7:30P.M.

RM
7:30P.M.

TUL
SAC

RENO

4P.M.

8P.M.

LA
8P.M.

NMU

FRE

8P.M.

9:30P.M.

COS

7P.M.

7:30P.M.

EPL

TUL

8P.M.

8P.M.

FRE
8P.M.

SAN

RENO

COS

8P.M.

8P.M.

7P.M.

9:30P.M.

PHX

SEA

AUS

8P.M.

9P.M.

POR
8P.M.

RM

LAS

9P.M.

9:30P.M.

OC
9P.M.

NMU

SAN

6P.M.

7:30P.M.

SAC

LA

6P.M.

9P.M.

HOME

RGV

PHX

6P.M.

9:30P.M.

AWAY

EnergyFC.com // 405.235.KICK

*All times are CST.

AUS
COS
EPL
FRE
LA
LAS
NMU
OC
PHX
POR
RM
RENO
RGV
SAC
SAN
SEA
TUL

Austin Bold FC
Colorado Springs Switchbacks FC
El Paso Locomotive FC
Fresno FC
LA Galaxy II
Las Vegas Lights FC
New Mexico United
Orange County SC
Phoenix Rising FC
Portland Timbers 2
Real Monarchs SLC
Reno 1868 FC
Rio Grande Valley FC Toros
Sacramento Republic FC
San Antonio FC
Seattle Sounders FC 2
Tulsa Roughnecks FC

APRIL

JULLY
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MAY

AUGUST

AMERICAN NORTHERN

JUNE

IOW IOW
WA CUBS

(CHC)

MEM MEMPHIS REDBIRDS

(STL)

NAS NASHVILLE SOUNDS

(TEX)

OMA OMAHA STORM CHASERS

(KC)

PACIFIC NORTHERN
FRE FRESNO GRIZZLIES

(WSH)

RNORENO ACES

(ARI)

SAC SACRAMENTO RIVER CATS

(SF)

TAC TACOMA RAINIERS

(SEA)

AMERICAN SOUTHERN
NEW ORLEANS BABY CAKES

(MIA)

OKC OKLAHOMA CITY DODGERS

(LAD)

RR

ROUND ROCK EXPRESS

(HOU)

SA

SAN ANTONIO MISSIONS

(MIL)

NO

SEPTEMBER

PACIFIC SOUTHERN

HOME
AWAAY
PHILIPS 66 BIG 12
CHAMPIONSHIP

FIREWORKS
CELEBRACION
CIELO AZULI
BEDLAM
BASEBALL

LISTEN TO THE OKC
DODGERS LIVE ON
1340 THE GAME

ABQ ALBUQUERQUE ISOTOPES

(COL)

ELP EL PASO CHIHUAHUAS

(SD)

LV

LAS VEGAS AAVIA
VIAATORS

(OAK)

SL

SALLT LAKE BEES

(LAA)

ALL TIMES ARE LISTED AS CENTRAL TIME.
GAME TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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FASHION

F resh new lks for

BY LINDA MILLER

Time to kick winter to the
curb. We’re ready for
spring weather and a new
fashion season.
This winter seemed to go on forever, and we’ll
probably still get some unwelcome cold temps,
but we’re getting closer each day to wearing
lighter weight clothing, pretty colors, interesting
patterns and open-toe sandals.

Top: Eileen Fisher ballet neck short sleeve dress in
marigold, available at Dillard’s. PHOTO PROVIDED
Lucy Paris rainbow stripe V-neck midi dress,
available at Dillard’s. PHOTO PROVIDED
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Black and white polka dot halter dress by
Worth New York, available from Cindi Shelby,
Worth New York. PHOTO PROVIDED
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Sheer blouse with pink crop trousers by Worth New York,
available from Cindi Shelby, Worth New York,
cshelby@worthnewyork.com PHOTO PROVIDED

Spring trends include lavender, pale blue, soft pink,
neons and bold yellow. Pantone Color Institute’s color
of the year is Living Coral, but neutral tones are
getting more attention. They’re fresh, not boring.
Netting, mesh and sheer accents seem perfect for
summer. Classic pieces are being updated with
pattern and texture. And bike shorts paired with a
jacket were all over the runways. Let’s see if they
make the ride to mainstream.
Other trends are tie-dye, scarf prints, black and
white checks, crochet and polka dots. Utility looks
offer an interesting mix of safari and military. Get
ready for feathers, puff sleeves and frilly dresses and
blouses. And, ﬁnally, embrace the midi length. n

Sleeveless blue wrap tie-front blouse with crop trousers
by Worth New York, available from Cindi Shelby, Worth
New York. PHOTO PROVIDED
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ENTERTAINMENT

OKC Broadway 2019-2020 Season

M

atchless melodies of the Great
White Way will be inspiring the
heartland as OKc Broadway, a
presentation of the Nederlander and
civic center Foundation, announces its 20192020 season of Broadway musicals.
“Our 2019-2020 season is one of my favorites,” said Elizabeth
Gray, executive director of the Civic Center Foundation and general
manager of OKC Broadway. Oklahoma audiences can see Broadway’s
biggest hits and recent productions right here at home.”
A new production of “Fiddler on the Roof” will begin the season
September 24-29, 2019. One of Broadway’s longest running
musicals, the ﬁrst of which to reach 3,000 performances, “Fiddler”
tells of the milkman Tevya at the turn of the century in Imperial
Russia, as he ﬁghts for family, friendships and even his homeland.
Left, Yehezkel Lazarov as Tevya in Fiddler on the Roof.
Top, a scene from Fiddler on the Roof. Photos: Joan Marcus
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Top to bottom:
Hello, Dolly! National Tour Company – 2018
Photo: Julieta Cervantes
The Spongebob Musical National Tour Company
Miss Saigon Tour Company

Songs include “Sunrise, Sunset” and
“Tradition.” A magical ﬁlm version of the
musical was produced in 1971.
Oklahoma City is no stranger to the seminal
musical comedy “Hello, Dolly!,” which will be
presented October 15-20. Carol Channing, the
original “Dolly,” began her national tour of the
presentation in what was then the OKC
Municipal Auditorium in 1966 and a later
production in 1996.
Both adults and their children loved “The
Spongebob Musical,” a very recent, 2018,
transplant straight from the Palace Theater in
New York. Based on the famed Nickelodeon
animated series, “Spongebob” will run
November 12-17.
Known as the famed follow up to “Les
Miserables,” “Miss Saigon,” also written by
Boubill and Schonberg, is closely based on
“Madame Butterﬂy” and was a sensational hit
throughout the ‘90s. A new production will play
Oklahoma City January 14-19.
There is no stronger evidence that OKC
Broadway is bringing current hits to Oklahoma
City than “Come From Away,” still playing on
Broadway. Based on a true story of stranded
passengers in Newfoundland post 9/11,
Newsweek magazine says “it takes you to a
place you never want to leave,” The show will
run February 4-9.
“Anastasia” is also a current Broadway hit
and is based on the 1950s ﬁlm, which featured
an Academy Award winning lead role for Ingrid
Bergman. Written by the same team who
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The First North American Tour Company of COME
FROM AWAY. Photo: Matthew Murphy, 2018

Victoria Bingham (Little Anastasia) and Joy Franz
(Dowager Empress) in the National Tour of ANASTASIA.
Photo by Evan Zimmerman, MurphyMade
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The cast of Roald Dahl’s CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY. Photo by Joan Marcus

collaborated on the classic musical “Ragtime,” “Anastasia”
tells of a mysterious woman who might be a Russian royal.
The production will run March 3-8.
Rounding out the season is Roald Dahl’s “Charlie and
Chocolate Factory,” May12-17, which takes the world renown
music by Leslie Bricusse, including “The Candy Man” and
“Pure Imagination” and adds new songs by “Hairspray’s”
Marc Shaiman, and brings Oompa Loompas to life. “Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory” brings a “golden ticket” to the
end of the 2019-2020 OKC Broadway season.
But wait..there’s more.

According to Gray, ticket holders for the new season will
have the ﬁrst opportunity for seats to “Frozen,” the Disney
extravaganza currently in a sold out run on Broadway.
Current OKC Broadway subscribers will have the
opportunity to renew their current seats locations for the
2019-2020 season. For further questions they may contact
the OKC Broadway ticket ofﬁce at 877-737 BWAY (2929).
Potential subscribers may call the same number for season
tickets. n
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ENTERTAINMENT

Bronx Tale
One of Broadway’s biggest hits travels to OKC
BY BUD ELDER

A

s young calogero stands alone on stage
and sings: “This is a Bronx tale and this is
my story,” he could be rhapsodizing about
the content itself as well as his future
travails on Belmont avenue.
“A Bronx Tale,” the musical, a part of the OKC Broadway 2018-2019
season, is in its third incarnation as popular entertainment.
Actor/writer Chazz Palminteri originally realized the project as a one
man show, which told the coming of age story of one Cologero Anello, a

Top: Belmont Avenue dance jump. Photo: Joan Marcus
Left: Joey Barreiro (Calogero) and Frankie Leoni (Young C) Photo: Joan Marcus
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young New Yorker torn between the temptations of organized
crime and the values of the working class.
“A Bronx Tale” premiered in Los Angeles around 1987
before it transferred to Off-Broadway. It was at this time
that noted actor Robert DeNiro saw the show and bought
ﬁlm rights for his directorial debut. The resulting movie,
with DeNiro playing against type as the stalwart father and
Palminteri as the gangster, was released in 1993 to great
acclaim.
Based on the success of the movie, Palminteri took “A
Bronx Tale,” the one man show, to Broadway and then on a
national tour.
After a 10-year process, the piece was turned into a true
Broadway musical, with music by Alan Menken (Disney’s
“Beauty and the Beast” and “The Little Mermaid) and lyrics
by Glen Slater. The musical ran for 700 performances.
In its review, The Hollywood Reporter called the show “a
perfectly engaging night at the theater.”
And that’s exactly the result of the musical’s opening at
Oklahoma City’s Civic Center, with a stately road company
that featured 11 members of the original cast.

Michelle Aravena (Rosina) and Richard
H. Blake (Lorenzo). Photo: Joan Marcus

Quibbles are few. While, in a nod to the wildly successful
“Jersey Boys,” the show features a “doo wap” score that is
more rudimentary than fulﬁlling, a departure from Menken,
who is known for his meticulous melodies.
There are also issues involving dichotomy. The ﬁrst half
creates a mood that is more Damon Runyan than
“Goodfellas” (there’s even a pale imitation of “Luck Be A
Lady” called “Roll ‘Em.”) The second act drops these
Runyonesque characters almost entirely to present, from
almost out of nowhere, a race-centric half that is almost a
complete opposite from what the audience has seen pre
intermission.
But those tiny critiques were not necessarily shared by the
audience, who gave the show a standing ovation.
All technical work is split second perfect. And it should be
shouted to the rafters that Oklahoma City’s Civic Center is a
palace of sight and, especially, sound. It is a wonderful
place to see a show.
OKC Broadway’s season continues with “Waitress,” March
19-24, “Cats,” May 21-26 and “Hamilton, July 30-18.
Those wishing tickets can call 877-737-BWAY (2929). n

Brianna-Marie Bell (center) with (L to R) Antonio Beverly, Ashley McManus, Brandi Porter
Jason Williams. Photo: Joan Marcus
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PEOPLE

NextGen Under 30
A COMPANY THAT UNDERSTANDS THE IMPORTANCE OF
INVESTING IN THE NEXT GENERATION

oklahoma

BY DON SWIFT

T

he NextGen under 30 Oklahoma
leadership and award recognition
program was created in 2010 to honor
young adult Oklahomans who are
making a difference in their workplaces and
communities across Oklahoma.
During the past eight years, the NextGen program has grown
into a movement by receiving a total of 5,500 nominations and
honoring 900 winners.
Our mission has been to encourage these young Oklahomans to
follow their dreams, ambitions and careers while making
Oklahoma their lifelong home.
During 2018 it was reported that an estimated 600,000 people
between the ages of 20-30 are living in Oklahoma and that this
age group has experienced a 12 percent net growth since 2010.

Why is connecting with this Nextgen Under 30
Oklahoma program and age group important?
This age group currently represents 23 percent of the workforce
in Oklahoma and is expected to almost double during the next
ﬁve years.
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Young people today and
the generations that follow
are shaping technology.
This generation has grown
up with computing in the
palm of their hands. They
are socially and globally
connected through mobile
Internet devices than any
prior generation.
And they don’t question;
they just learn.”
— BRIAN D. SMITH

One unexpected beneﬁt and surprise during the past eight
years of archiving more than 5,500 NextGen under 30
nominee proﬁles and applications in addition to personally
honoring more than 900 young people between the ages of
20-30, is that we have listened, learned a lot, surveyed our
nominators, nominees, and applicants, documented our
ﬁndings, and developed a comprehensive customer proﬁle
database.
The real question everyone wants to know and ask:
How do leaders encourage a culture that young
Oklahomans will love, grow and thrive?
The NextGen under 30 Oklahoma program has gathered a
wealth of information regarding the proﬁles of talented
young people from this age group.
From our ﬁndings:
Leaders who want to succeed with these young people will
need to understand and focus on four issues:
Many young people want to learn and grow more than
anything else. They want to acquire skills and learn. As a

fact, Gallup surveyed millennials, and almost 89 percent of
them said they respect and would be loyal to managers who
care and teach them skills. Learning equals value, and
these young people care signiﬁcantly about themselves and
providing value and becoming involved. It’s how they were
raised.
Young people are bombarded with advertising and
information from all angles, and see through the nonsense.
They want real no-nonsense talk that tells it like it is. They
are jaded and see through the nonsense.
While the most optimistic generation ever, they don’t trust
older generations. As the ﬁrst generation to do worse than
their parents economically, the current state of government
and politics and the fact that we tried to cure all their
worries without being honest and direct, they want to trust
us but have a hard time doing so.
Young people have grown up with constant feedback, and
a seat at the table encouraged to ask questions. They are
also smarter than we are, especially in the area of
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2018 NextGen honorees day at the capitol

technology. They love collaboration, and feedback is critical
to learning, growing, and all things that develop and
strengthen. They want it and need it.
These young people want to do more than work: they want to
do good. With a window to the world 24/7, they want to make
a difference. Again, they are smarter, and technology has
made it easier for them to change it, and so they will do it.

WHAT WE KNOW…
Flexible work environments become more critical as
technology makes it easier to deliver value from afar and
24/7 for all ages.
Young people have seized upon that opportunity. Their
interests are broad and purposeful, and they do not want to
miss a beat or chance. They want it all, and the only way we
can get that is to be ﬂexible in the workplace.
Young people think it is ridiculous that they are forced to
serve time or be in the ofﬁce because we were—or we think
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they should be. They want to create results and fast.
However, time is not the only ﬂexibility they need.
They also love experiences more than things, including
vacation and concert weekends. They want us to be able to
pivot on time in the ofﬁce if they deliver results. They also
wish to be collaborative and want ﬂexible ofﬁces in terms of
space.
Yes, it differs signiﬁcantly from traditional bosses. The
typical bosses’ deﬁnition of ﬂexibility is ridiculously
different.
They have a hard time believing young people should get
perks and a free-ﬂowing, less-structured environment that
they never had and don’t understand how the “lack of
structure” will work. Traditionally, it is hard for one generation
to completely shift and understand how a new generation
will make it work with such wildly different treatment.
Technology has compounded this issue, and it is a
frequent complaint of bosses who universally retrench to the

2018 NextGen honorees day at the capitol

“I had to do it that way so they should too,” or “I did it
myself let them ﬁgure it out.” Neither position works well.
Therefore, an essential part of this “connecting the
generations” equation will be the leadership styles and
beliefs that leaders bring to the table and how they live their
lives. They will need to understand what can help them
bridge this generation gap.
Successful leaders must:
• Understand the power of building relationships (how
they connect)
• Know their strengths (they are innate)
Recognize their skills, passions, and values (what they
know and think of themselves and what they bring to the
world)
• Deﬁne their leadership style (who they are and want to
be and how they want to be perceived in the world)
• Develop and deliver their story (how they present
themselves to the world)

When leaders effectively communicate who they are and
articulate their values to connect with both an ofﬁcial and
personal level they can bridge the gap with young people in
their communities and workplaces.

What these young people born between the
years 1980 – 2000 understand
Technology plays a signiﬁcant role in many aspects of their
daily life such as education, transportation, communication,
video streaming, music streaming and banking type
activities.
It’s not difﬁcult to recognize how much of this technology
we use daily from computers, cell phones, laptops, tablets,
FitBits, smartwatches, and smart TVs.
Technology has impacted the following:
Improved Communication: social networking websites,
emails, text messages, voicemails, and video conferencing
all have helped to eliminate time and distance as obstacles
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to effective communication.
lectures and visual lessons, presentations, and two way
NOTE: However spending quality time with friends and
online communication. Learning is becoming much more
family to create memorable experiences is especially
convenient, fun, and more effective. Computer laptops are
essential for happiness.
necessary for students when attending college today.
Improved Home Entertainment, The introduction of LCD TV, The Convenience of Traveling: Transportation has become
has been a huge technological advance in home a basic need and essential part of our lives for almost
entertainment. Flat Screen TV’s and Smart TV’s and 4K high- everyone in today’s world. Cars, trains, buses, and airplanes
all have adopted speciﬁc technology
quality home entertainment viewing
making it more efﬁcient, quicker,
and programming.
Improved Housing and Lifestyle:
and safer to travel. In the
… according to
Modern technology has impacted the
pew research, the automobile industry, electric
majority of items people have in their
vehicles are taking the world by
Millennial
generation
homes, making life much more
storm.
is overtaking the
Convenience in Banking: As all
comfortable, organized, and safer.
their lives have become more
With electronic door locks, security
Baby Boomer
digitally driven, so have their
cameras, lighting control units homes
generation
as
the
banking activities and
are safer than ever before. Thanks to
nation’s
largest
living
relationships.
the internet there is easy access to
They understand many of the
news, music, movies, shopping, and
generation.
beneﬁts of digital banking in
all available online any time of the
today’s world.
day or night in the comfort of your
For example, the opening of a
home
Changes in Health Industry: Technology has been the
bank account is much simpler, 24/7 access banking
driving force behind huge improvements in healthcare. An
anytime, mobile banking from anywhere, speedy, quick and
increasing number of people are using the internet to
safe banking transactions without traveling to a bank
diagnose themselves. There are many suggested treatments location are all seen as making their life easier.
and remedies on the web along with doctors who are using
Clear and timely communication by emails and text
text messages, videos, video conferencing and emails to
messages provide helpful customer services, mobile phone
consult with patients and consultations with colleagues
apps, and computer internet connected websites provide
almost real-time access and monitoring 24/7 of their
from around the world.
banking account activities.
Smartwatches and Fitness trackers also allow people to
In summary, this past year, according to Pew Research,
monitor and track their health and lifestyle.
Convenience in Education: Technology has changed
the Millennial generation is overtaking the Baby Boomer
education by expanding its access to vast amounts of
generation as the nation’s largest living generation and
information (books, photo images, videos, audiobooks) is all millions of this age group (both men and women) are poised
to enter new leadership roles in their career ﬁelds with a
available through the internet.
Also, online courses are on the rise, and many of them are positive outlook toward their futures. n
free. In classrooms, students are using ipads to share live
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BUSINESS

Blue collar jobs growing
at highest rate in 35 years

P

reviously a declining sector of the
United States workforce, blue collar
jobs are growing at the fastest rate in
nearly three and a half decades, yet
workers are scarcer than ever, according to
studies from The Washington Post and
The Conference Board, respectively.

Bill Stoller, CEO, Express Employment Professionals

This unique combination of circumstances creates signiﬁcant
new opportunities for Americans who may not have a college
education. And, as they look to invest in a career, they face a
question: is taking a blue collar job a smart decision?
According to America’s blue collar workers, the answer
appears to be a resounding yes. Today, Express Employment
Professionals released a new white paper, “The State of Blue
Collar America.” Drawing on the expertise of Express franchise
owners and on original polling commissioned by Express and
conducted by Harris Poll, the white paper offers an in-depth look
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at blue collar workers, how they ﬁnd meaning in their work
and why ﬁlling open blue collar jobs is so important.
“For the ﬁrst time in modern history, blue collar job
openings outnumber white collar opportunities,” said
Express Employment Professionals CEO Bill Stoller. “These
are some of the most in-demand jobs in our country. So as
our paper argues, it’s time to rethink negative stereotypes
about blue collar work. Job seekers really are in the driver’s
seat, and that’s part of the reason we’re seeing rising wages
in many of these ﬁelds.”
The recent Conference Board study reveals blue collar
labor shortages are the result of “converging demographic,
educational and economic trends in the U.S. economy.” Baby
boomers who once held these jobs are retiring, while others
have left the labor force because of disabilities. And more
Americans are obtaining four-year degrees, while those
without continues to decline.
Industries that are feeling the squeeze in particular
include transportation, production/manufacturing and
health care support.
Gad Levanon, lead report author and Chief Economist of
North America at The Conference Board, says that while the
picture may look bleak for businesses, it looks very different
for the workers. Blue collar workers are now more likely to
enjoy their jobs and be rewarded with rapid pay increases,
which conﬁrms the Express survey ﬁndings of this segment
of the workforce.
The vast majority of blue collar workers (86 percent) say
they are satisﬁed with their jobs, and 91 percent say their
work makes them “proud.” And as the paper reports, blue
collar workers are more likely to have a positive outlook
about the direction of the country.
Accurate perceptions of blue collar life, then, are important
for those considering career paths. But there are much larger
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implications: if jobs go unﬁlled, the strength of the
American economy is at stake too. As Luke Sodergren, an
Express franchise owner in Wisconsin and Minnesota puts it,
“We have many skilled positions that go unﬁlled because
there is a shortage of talented individuals wanting to enter
the trades.”
The paper breaks down what more Americans need to
understand about blue collar workers:
• Blue collar work brings satisfaction.
• Blue collar work offers viable career paths and
advancement.
• Blue collar workers recommend their career paths.
• Well-paying jobs are possible without a college
degree and the debt that comes with it.
• While they acknowledge challenges, blue collar
workers have a positive outlook on the future.
• Blue collar workers have positive expectations for
2019, and very few are concerned about automation
disrupting their careers.
• Blue collar workers may face unique retirement
challenges.
• Blue collar workers lament that, despite their own
satisfaction, society looks down on their work.
“There’s been a great deal of chatter about the future and
frustrations of America’s blue collar workers,” Stoller added.
“But our research shows that most blue collar workers feel
good about themselves and their jobs. It is in all of our best
interest, then, to check our preconceived notions—because
our collective future will be determined in part by whether
these jobs are ﬁlled. One thing that will never change is the
importance and value of skilled workers in the modern and
future economy.” n

TRAVEL

Bill McIntosh - PHOTO BY CLAY BLACKMORE

TRAVEL MEMOIRS OF A PHOTOGRAPHER:

Photo Adventures in New Mexico
BY WILLIAM S. MCINTOSH, VIRGINIA BEACH, VA

I

relocated my family and business to
Dallas, Texas in 1981. Soon after
arriving, richard Delgado, the president
of the New Mexico photographers
association, invited me to speak at their
state convention in albuquerque. pleased to
accept the offer, i began lecturing on portrait

photography as an art form and business
about 20 years ago.
Traveling to most of the states and a dozen or so countries
internationally, I took my 35mm camera equipment with me
and would spend several days at some interesting places I
visited to make images for color slide presentations. I used
the shows to schools, civic clubs, church programs, libraries
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and many public meetings to help me advertise my photography business and promote photography as an art form.
My lecture was well recieved but my schedule did not
permit me to stay another day in Albuquerque and make
photographs. Richard encouraged me to return in October to
photograph the balloon festival and take a side trip to Taos.
I realized the unique features of Santa Fe and New Mexico.
Richard and I talked a lot on how much we had in common
with our love of photography. He, a passionate student,
asked if I would mentor him. He wanted to learn how to raise
his photography to the highest level of his abilities. I agreed.
I returned in October and Richard and I spent a day
photographing the Balloon Festival. The festival lasts 9 days
and is an international event that includes 600 balloons and
1,000 pilots.
I was facinated by the unique qualities of New Mexico and
arranged to return to photograph Taos – one of the
outstanding art colonies in the United States.
In early December I met Richard in Santa Fe and we made
the one and a half hour trip on what is called the High Road
to Taos through one of the most beautiful scenic drives in
New Mexico. On the outskirts of Santa Fe and Taos there was
a variety of gift shops and art galleries. The mural painted
on this building demonstrates the art of the area.
Taos has a variety of gift shops and art galleries.
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We paused to photograph remnants of old Spain
and historic landmarks.
Left, One of the first landmarks was El
Sentuarinde Chimaya, a historic Roman Catholic
Church, constructed in 1813, and located about
30 miles north of Santa Fe.
Further down the road we encountered this
interesting structure at a cemetery (below left).
Some miles past, we came upon another
cemetery with a crucifixion at one end(below
right). I found the Spanish graveyards to be
unique memorials to their dead.

A snowy landscape photographed off the road from Santa Fe to Taos
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Pueblo Village Taos
PUEBLO VILLAGE IN TAOS, the oldest continuously inhabited
community in the United States, built between 1,000 and
1,400 A.D. appears today linking the Native Americans much
as it did for a millenium. Established in 1615 following the
There was a celebration in Pueblo Village the afternoon of our visit,
and I was lucky to photograph an inhabitant in his full Indian regalia.
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Spanish conquest of the Indian Pueblo Village, it
incorporated a New Mexico town in 1934. The pueblo, at
some places ﬁve stories high, houses a combination of many
individual homes with common walks. About 150 people live
within the main pueblo building year round. n
Two village women talked while resting along
a pueblo wall.

EVENTS

Tulsa’s flavor-filled weekend

I

magine a weekend devoted to food.
Not just good food. Exceptional food.
a gastronomical fete with an awardwinning chef and a celebration of the
rich, exotic ﬂavors of Spain and portugal.
That’s what on tap for the second annual Botanical! A
Weekend of Culinary at the Tulsa Botanic Garden. Three
events are planned April 26 through April 28, with proceeds
beneﬁting the Garden.
Chef Jamie Bissonnette kicks off the weekend with the
signature Passport Dinner on April 26. It’s his ﬁrst visit to
Oklahoma as the event’s culinary director. Bissonnette is chef
and partner of Toro, a Barcelona-styled tapas bar and sister
restaurants Coppa and Little Donkey, all Boston favorites. In
2013, he and a co-chef and partner opened Toro-NYC.
For the signature dinner, Bissonnette will create a sixcourse menu highlighting spices and cuisines in different
regions of Spain and Portugal. Diners will be able to watch
as Bissonnette and other culinary talent, including faculty
and students of the Oklahoma State University Institute of
Technology School of Culinary Arts, create and serve each
course. Sommeliers and artisan food experts from Boston,
Portugal and Canada will share their knowledge of the history
and cuisine of the region as they act as dining room hosts.
The dinner will be at the Garden’s J.E. and L.E. Mabee
Grange and adjoining lawn, visually transformed to give the
feel of a modern Paris bistro. Tickets are $1,500 and limited
to 200 guests.
The evening is about outstanding cuisine in a comfortable
atmosphere. It is not black-tie and there will be no auctions
to distract from the evening.
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Viva La Vida on April 27 will recreate the nightlife of Spain
with tapas and cocktails, sherries and wines as music plays
and guests stroll, sip and nibble among bars set inside the
Garden’s Mabee Grange. Small plates will be created by
Chef Bissonnette, while sommeliers, sherry experts and
mixologists from The Red Frog, a Lisbon speakeasy voted as
one of the World’s Best 100 Bars, crafts tastings to match.
Tickets are $250 with limited VIP tickets for $300 which
gain early access at 6 p.m., a chef meet and greet and
exclusive menu.
The Tasting, the ﬁnal event from 1 to 4 p.m. April 28, will
feature short talks connecting food and drink of the Iberian
Peninsula with the history, cultures and landscapes from
which they are borne. A tasting of Spanish and Portuguese
cheeses, cured meats, oil and more will be led by David
Robinson, head cheese buyer at Formaggio Kitchen, a
leading artisanal food sources with shops in Boston and
New York City.
Talks at The Tasting will include Think Like a Chef, an
interview with Bissonnette whose honors include the
inaugural People’s Choice: Best New Chef award by Food &
Wine magazine and the James Beard Foundation award for
Best Chef: Northeast.
Others are cookbook author Gabriella Opaz on her passion
for Portugal’s iconic Bolhao Market and its people,
Sommelier Jodie Battles on understanding the world of
sherries and wines from Spain and Portugal and Dr. Todd
Lasseigne sharing the history, stories and tips on planting
the vegetables and herbs of the Iberian Peninsula.
Tickets for The Tasting are $75 per person; $65 for Garden
members.

For tickets and more information, call Jane Dunbar,
senior director of Development at the Botanic Garden at
918-289-0330 or go online to www.BotanicalTulsa.org. n

Award-winning Chef Jamie Bissonnette

PEOPLE

Excelling with honor
Sigma Nu Fraternity’s 150th anniversary celebration
held in Oklahoma City along with 10 other U.S. cities
BY DON SWIFT

O

n Friday, March 8, more than 250
Sigma Nu fraternity alumni
gathered for an evening celebration
of the fraternity’s 150th
anniversary at the Gaylord-pickens
Museum, home of the Oklahoma hall of
Fame in Oklahoma city.
This special event was one of 10 receptions being held
nationwide.
Sigma Nu Fraternity is a principle-based men’s
national fraternal organization with more than 160
chapters located on college campuses in the
United States, approximately 12,000 current
collegiate members, and more than 250,000
initiates since its founding on January 1, 1869 at
the Virginia Military Institute in Lexington,
Virginia.
Sigma Nu Fraternity remains the only men’s
college fraternity founded in direct opposition to
hazing.
For 150 years, members of Sigma Nu have
been leaders in their respective communities, professions, and
their families, including notable alumni from Oklahoma
chapters such as Heisman Trophy winner Billy Vessels, former
U.S. Senator Tom Coburn, Oklahoma State University President
V. Burns Hargis, Don Humphreys, Dr. William Spears and
Charles Eitel.
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Each reception featured a traveling exhibit of historical
items from the Sigma Nu archives and a special documentary
video on the 150-year story of the Legion of Honor. National
fraternity ofﬁcers spoke brieﬂy about the current trends,
upcoming challenges, and overall status of national Greek
organizations in 2019.
Each registered alumni received an exclusive keepsake
memento commemorating the event and Sigma Nu’s 150th
anniversary.

The Founders Bible July 3, 1870.

In Oklahoma there are four Sigma Nu Chapters at Oklahoma
State University in Stillwater, Oklahoma; University of Oklahoma
in Norman, Oklahoma; University of Tulsa in Tulsa, Oklahoma,
and the University of Central Oklahoma in Edmond, Oklahoma.
However, the great news to report is 26 different Sigma Nu
chapters were represented on March 8th at the Oklahoma
City reception.
The Oklahoma City Host Committee is to be commended
on their time and effort to plan such a wonderful reception.

Founders Hopkins Riley & Quarles VMI 1869

Historical Artifacts
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Special thanks should go to the following Oklahomans:
Joe Francis, Past Regent (Oklahoma State), Steve Brown
(Oklahoma State), Jeremy Edwards (University of Tulsa), Tim
Fischer (University of Tulsa), Neil Gilpin (Oklahoma State),
Michael Grant (University of Oklahoma), Nick Gray
(University of Central Oklahoma), Wes Holmes (Oklahoma
State), and Greg Tonz (Oklahoma State).

Several members from the Sigma Nu national headquarters
in Lexington, Virginia also attended the special reception in
Oklahoma City. Todd Denson, Richie Silva David Mainella,
Brad Beacham (Executive Director), Joe Frances (Past Regent),
Joe Gillman (Past Regent), John Hearn (Current Regent). n

Above, Susan Gilmore, Burns Hargis and Joe Gillman.
Below, Tim Fischer and Todd Denson.
Austin Lozanno Elijah Ramos Noah Motley John Hearn Dave Mainella Brad Beecham.

Joe Gillman (standing) and Richie Silva
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John Hearn and Chris Berry

Left: Bill McAlister John McKee and Bob McCormick
Middle Row: Bill Townsend and Bud Townsend;
Bob Grant and Michael Grant;
Brad Beecham and Neil Gilpin.
Bottom Row: David Alaback Nancy Kirby and Tom Kirby;
David Oakley, Freed Toll and Paul Burgess.
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Below: Ike and Marybeth Glass;
Gary Winsett and Steve Brown;
Gean Atkinson Don Zachritz and John McKee.
Bottom: Nick Gray and Scott Mitchell enjoying
the receptionwith friends; Don Swift, Greg Crum
and George McDowell.
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UCO Sigma Nu Chapter

OU Sigma Nu Chapter
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Left: Joe Gillam leads a toast for
the 150th Aniiversary.
Right: Lora Brown, Steve Brown,
Ben Buettell and Gary Winsett
Below: Alex Forbes, Kyle Karnish,
Grant Parker, Alex Kaiser and
Aarash Ghajar;
Mayte and Mitchell Johnson and
Blake Johnson
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ART

CONVERSATION STARTER
BY GREG FORBES SIEGMAN

A

s chief curator and
curator of american art,
catherine Whitney
brings the walls of
philbrook Museum of art to life
for the beneﬁt of Tulsa,
Oklahoma's residents and
visitors. With her remarkable
new exhibition, Making Modern
America, she uses that canvas to
do much more than entertain
her audience. She demonstrates
how historic art can spark
thought and conversation
between people with contrasting
views about a current issue.

Catherine Whitney (Chief Curator, Curator of
American Art at Philbrook Museum of Art)

Whitney achieved that result by selecting
works of historic art which both praise and scrutinize
‘progress’ in American industry in the ﬁrst half of the 20th
century. Through their colorful portrayal of powerful
machinery, towering skylines and technological advances,
some paintings, photos, prints and other pieces in Making
Modern America trumpet industrial advances between 1910
and 1960 as cause for celebration. Other images in the
presentation, however, depict gentriﬁcation, pollution,
overcrowded subways and nameless, faceless citizens
impacted by such conditions – a sharp rebuke from artists
who felt this era of expansion came at a steep cost for many
people and the planet.
Whitney, who spent more than two years curating Making
Modern America, said, “Art can document, glorify or critique

a period of time. This exhibition recognizes all three roles.”
By sharing these diverse views, Making Modern America
sparks a vital question – Is there a price to ‘progress’? – but
it provides no deﬁnitive answer. Whitney indicated that is
intentional. Her decision is an insightful one. This openended approach – posing questions instead of imposing
answers – can lead people to be more willing to engage in
thought and worthwhile discussion about important issues.
She said, “I try to use the vehicle of art and the work of
historic artists to show different sides of an issue or story
that is still relevant today – to get people thinking about
other perspectives. I think some of these historic viewpoints
can inform our ongoing conversations about progress,
energy, and the environment.”
Making Modern America runs through May 26. n
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