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PUBLISHER’S NOTE
Dear readers,

I am very excited that our “World Class” team of professional
editors, writers and other contributors to ion Oklahoma Online
Magazine and news-entertainment website (www.ionok.com) who have
committed their time and expertise toward making this digital online upscale
publication a huge success.
We are offering ion Oklahoma both online FREE digital issues that can be
downloaded from our website to your computer desktop, tablet, or mobile
phone.
Also, printed editions are available as a print on demand service and mailed
directly to your home or ofﬁce from our hosting publishers website “Magcloud.”
Today the State of Oklahoma has been experiencing a certain noticeable
growth among young people in the 20-30 year old age range. The cost of living
is one of the most affordable states in the U.S. The unemployment rate in Oklahoma is one
of the lowest in the U.S. The job opportunities for young tech savvy entrepreneurs are
plentiful.
In 2019, the NextGen Under 30 Award Recognition Program is celebrating a record
response in its ninth year.
The inaugural NextGen TALKS Oklahoma event was created in 2019 and scheduled on
October 4, 2019 at Oklahoma City Community College VPAC Auditorium. KGOU radio in
Norman Oklahoma will be rebroadcasting 3 three one hour programs beginning Sunday,
October 29, 2019 12:00-1:00, 2nd session Sunday, November 3, 2019 1:00 - 2:00, and 3rd
session on Sunday, November 10th 1:00 - 2:00.
Please visit nextgentalksok.com for more details. There were three New community
leaders and 11 New and NEXTGEN community leaders sharing their stories at this live event.
At ion Oklahoma Magazine we plan to publish many of the quality lifestyle stories from
Oklahomans who are best representing the “Oklahoma Spirit.” We want to hear from you,
our readers, and your stories, so please email your ideas, thoughts and success stories.
Sincerely,
Donald B. Swift,
Publisher, ion Oklahoma magazine
www.ionok.com
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COVER STORY

THUNDER RESILIENCE
BY TIM FARLEY

Top, Dennis Schroder scores against the Golden State Warriors.

A

s the Oklahoma City Thunder
regular season gets under way,
fans have a reason to be optimistic
despite major losses during the
off-season.
As of Nov. 2, the team had played close, competitive games
against the NBA elite, which shouldn’t be a surprise. The
Thunder, 2-4 after a win over New Orleans, has been in the
playoffs the last several years, yet ousted in early rounds.
Oklahomans, whether native or transplanted, typically rise
to meet challenges and overcome adversity. It doesn’t take
long to see examples of reaching high and achieving the
goals, yet the success of the Thunder’s rebuilding efforts may
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Oklahoma City Thunder center Steven Adams scores on the home court.

not be seen this season. In all probability, Thunder fans
will likely have to endure some failures before great
success is seen again.
It’s clear from comments made by Thunder ofﬁcials that
they hope fans will be patient and continue to support the
teams – even in lean times.
“The Thunder has a deep and special connection to our
fans and the Oklahoma City community. It’s a unique
relationship like very few others in professional sports,”
said Dan Mahoney,
Thunder’s vice president of broadcasting and corporate
communications.” Our fans have a great appreciation of
the success we enjoyed over the past decade and an
understanding of how rare it was. They also know that in
order to resume a period of sustained success, it will take
a lot of patience, time and a commitment to a plan.
Mahoney continued, “Thunder fans’ loyalty to their team
is not driven by wins and losses but by their relationship to
the Thunder Experience and what the teams stands for in

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander goes for the basket
past Kent Bazemore of the Portland Blazers.

the community. We offer ﬁrst class service and build
strong relationships with our fans. That has not changed
in the ﬁrst decade and will remain the same as we
continue to move forward.”
As most Thunder fans remember, the team’s ﬁrst year in
Oklahoma City was not successful. The team ﬁnished with
a less than stellar 23-59 record. Yet, sellouts were common
place despite the losing trend.
However, patience showed its reward the following season
when the Thunder tallied a 55-win season, but lost in the
Western Conference ﬁnals.
During the strike shortened season in 2011-2012,
Oklahoma City ﬁnished with 47 wins and advanced to the
NBA Finals where the Thunder lost in ﬁve games to a starstudded Miami Heat team that included LeBron James and
Dwayne Wade.
In the next two seasons, the Thunder ﬁnished with 60
and 59 wins, respectively. However, the team has never
returned to the Finals. Still, Oklahoma City has made the
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019 ionOklahoma 13

playoffs nine of the past 11 seasons.
Those numbers provide a history that Thunder General
Manager Sam Presti is hoping the team can repeat. In a
post-season interview, Presti urged fans and the press to
lower their expectations for the 2019-2020 season with the
departures of NBA great Russell Westbrook and perennial
All-Star Paul George.
“It is impossible to overstate the magnitude of what we
as a community have experienced together over the last 11
years. The players who have worn the Thunder uniform, and
the fans who have gathered to support them, have had an
effect on our home that goes far beyond basketball,” Presti
told reporters. “The bond between the team and its fans
has changed lives, boosted the local economy, transformed
our downtown, and — perhaps most importantly —
14 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019

brought conﬁdence and recognition to a city and a state
that has too often been overlooked.”
Presti said he understands the success Oklahoma City
fans expect and deserve, which are factors that drive the
team and its executives.
“Despite our city’s rapid rise and growth, Oklahoma City
remains the second-smallest market in the NBA. While this
brings many beneﬁts, it also poses strategic challenges.
Given the way the league’s system is designed, small
market teams operate with signiﬁcant disadvantages,” he
said. “There is no reason to pretend otherwise. This in no
way means we cannot be extraordinarily successful — we,
and several other small to mid-market teams, are our own
best examples of the ability to overcome these realities. It
simply means we must be thinking differently,
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optimistically, ﬁnding our advantages by other means.”
Presti compared the team’s current obstacles to those
Oklahoma City faced for decades before voters approved the
MAPS sales tax. The Thunder GM said Oklahoma City is
“uniquely qualiﬁed” to understand the challenges the team
faces this season and beyond.
“The value of a long-term vision is woven into our city’s
DNA,” he said. “One of the city’s greatest triumphs is the
story of MAPS. In the early 1990s, downtown was largely
abandoned. What we know as Chesapeake Energy Arena was
the site of an old Wonder Bread factory, and the Devon Tower
was a giant parking lot. Instead of giving up on their city,
voters decided to pass a revolutionary tax program to help
rebuild it. This was a signiﬁcant sacriﬁce, a huge
investment, and yet for years there were no results. Critics,
of course, stepped forward to claim that MAPS was a waste
of time and money. But the people stuck with the plan.”
Today, the success of MAPS is legendary and still evolving.
“It laid the foundation on which downtown Oklahoma City
16 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019

has revived itself, and it has made us the envy of similarsized cities across the country. All because the people and
leadership believed in and committed to a long-term vision,
even when things got hard,” Presti said.
During that post-season session with reporters, Presti was
upfront that the Thunder wants to hit the same level of
success it enjoyed the previous 11 years.
“This will take time and involve hard choices. There will
always be the temptation to take shortcuts, to look for quick
ﬁxes, and to reach out for instant gratiﬁcation,” he said.
“There will no doubt be criticisms — much of which we
could all recite in advance right now. It is the job of the
organization to resist those shortcuts, accept that criticism,
and keep us deeply committed. If you want an exceptional
outcome, you must be willing to be the exception. Therefore,
my singular goal as we transition our basketball team is to
reposition and replenish the organization to allow for
optimal future success.” n
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Bronze statue of Will Rogers
in the museum’s rotunda.

TRAVEL

ROAD TRIP:
Will Rogers Memorial Museum
BY LINDA MILLER

W

ill Rogers wasn’t a politician,
military hero or athletic star.

But he was one of the best-known and
popular men of his day.
November marks his 140th birthday. A good place to learn
more about him – or refresh one’s memory — is the Will
Rogers Memorial Museum in Claremore where the many
facets of his life and career play out in galleries, exhibits,
movies, news clips and videos. The museum houses the
largest collection of Will Rogers memorabilia in the world
and all his writings.
Rogers and other family members are interred outside the
museum, overlooking the city. On the tomb is chiseled
Rogers’ famous quotation, “I never met a man I didn’t like.”

The museum sits on land Rogers’ purchased in 1911 for his
retirement home.
The man who would become known as Oklahoma’s favorite
son was born in Indian Territory. His mother was a
descendant of a Cherokee chief; his father, a Cherokee
senator and judge who helped write the Oklahoma
constitution.
Rogers was a proud Cherokee, cowboy, trick roper, aviation
enthusiast, goodwill ambassador, author and star of
vaudeville, Ziegfeld Follies and movies. He skillfully used
regular radio broadcasts and newspaper columns in the
1920s and ’30s to share his wit, wisdom, insight and social
Top: Exhibits and mural in one of the galleries in the
Will Rogers Memorial Museum in Claremore.

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019 ion Oklahoma 19

A couple of Will Rogers’ saddles.

and political commentary with millions of readers and
listeners.
Upon entering the hilltop museum, visitors are introduced
to Rogers’ saddle collection. He was a cowboy and took his
roping skills to Wild West and vaudeville shows. The exhibit
20 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019

features several saddles, including a Chilean style he
purchased on his last trip to South America and a Navajo
saddle that was given to him by actor Harry Carey. It was
one of the ﬁrst in the collection.
An exhibit added ﬁve years ago showcases various

portraits of Rogers by Oklahoma artist Charles Banks
Wilson, who grew up in Miami about an hour from
Claremore. Wilson ﬁrst sketched Rogers on stage at the
Coleman Theatre in Miami in 1931.
Anyone who has been to the museum probably remembers
the bronze statue of Rogers in the rotunda. The statue was
unveiled by Rogers’ daughter Mary at the museum’s
dedication on Nov. 4, 1938. With its 46-foot ceiling, the
rotunda was the original entrance to the museum.
Other galleries feature Rogers’ Cherokee roots, family
pictures and an overview of his radio career including
footage of Rogers giving his famous radio address for
President Hoover’s Organization on Unemployment Relief in
1931. His ﬁrst radio broadcast was in early 1922. He hosted
successful shows throughout the early 1930s and was one
of the most popular speakers of his day.

But he didn’t limit his talents to radio. He wrote six books
and starred in 50 silent ﬁlms and 21 with sound. Walls are
lined with movie posters, window inserts and lobby cards
from the 1920s and ‘30s. The Mini-Theatre shows Rogers’
ﬁlms daily as does the Will Rogers Theatre.
Different aspects of his entertainment career from Wild
West shows to vaudeville to the musical based on his life,
“The Will Rogers Follies,” are also depicted, along with
displays about his movie achievements, writings and
friendship with artist Charles Russell. Also on display are
the leather shoes his horse Teddy wore on his rear hooves to
keep him from slipping on polished stage ﬂoors.
There’s even a Diorama Gallery that features classical
miniature ﬁgures cast in hydrostone and done to scale in
ﬁne art form, including his boyhood ranch and Claremore.
Each diorama depicts a scene from Rogers’ life.

Movie posters from Will Rogers’ movies
line a wall in the museum.
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Above, a recreation of Will Rogers’ study that was in the family home
in Pacific Palisades, Calif.
Right: Front page of the Tulsa World after the airplane crash and
deaths of Will Rogers and Wiley Post.

Rogers’ study in the family home in Paciﬁc Palisades,
Calif., has been recreated in one exhibit. And for young
visitors, there’s a children’s area where they can interact
and learn more about the man who was also known as the
Cherokee Kid.
The Final Journey Gallery displays newspaper stories,
telegrams of sympathy the family received and information
related to his death on Aug. 15, 1935. Some items from the
crash are also on display.
And, of course, the museum wouldn’t be complete without
spotlighting some of Rogers’ quotes. Many are still
applicable today, such as “Live your life so that whenever
you lose, you are ahead” and “People are marvelous in their
generosity, if they just know the cause is there.”
22 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019

For hours, cost and more
information about the Will Rogers Memorial Museum in
Claremore and the Birthplace Ranch in Oologah, go to
www.willrogers.com. n

FASHION

BY LINDA MILLER
PHOTOS PROVIDED

I

t’s the season to shine
and sparkle.

Adding a little glitz is an easy and fun way to
get in the holiday spirit.
Wrap yourself in sequins, satin or metallic. Reach
for a shimmering eyeshadow or cheek highlighter.
Dress up your wrists and ears with crystal bracelets
or earrings that shine like a bright diamond. Slip
into a sexy satin sandal adorned with sequins or
stones.

Eliza J satin asymmetric hem midi dress,
$168, available at Dillard’s.

Graphic: BSG Studio
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Nina rose gold crystal minaudiere,
$65, available at Dillard’s.
Earrings with gold tip accents,
$18, from Gil’s Clothing.

Whether the occasion is a
New Year’s Eve party or Christmas dinner, holiday
gathering with family or after-hours ofﬁce get together,
elevate any outﬁt with a little – or a lot — of shine,
shimmer or sparkle. n
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Pelle Moda Patton T-strap sandal, $160, and
Pelle Moda Havana leopard glitter pump, $150,
from Betsy King A Shoe Boutique.

Above, Via Spiga Madeleine copper sandal, $225,
and Sondra Roberts glitter clutch, $80, from Betsy King A Shoe Boutique.
Left, Worth New York gold silk and metal top, $428, and feather pencil skirt,
$498, available from Cindi Shelby, cshelby@worthnewyork.com.

Emerson rhinestone Shamballa bead
bracelet by Rustic Cuff, available at
Rustic Cuff stores in Edmond, Classen
Curve and Tulsa.
Graphic: BSG Studio
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Oklahoman Launches First
Balsamic Sparkling Water
Beverage offers fizzy, refreshing healthy choice

T

he first balsamic sparkling water is being
created by Maggie Peterson and her
entrepreneurial team in Oklahoma City. The
product is called V2O, with bottles on select
shelves beginning November 2019.
The beverage offers a fizzy and refreshing sparkling water choice loaded
with the health benefits of balsamic vinegar.
“Delicious! Is anyone making this product yet?” said Peterson, commenting
on her first taste of balsamic vinegar in sparkling water.
However, the bigger question remains: What made Peterson pour vinegar in
her sparkling water in the first place?
Peterson’s boutique retail store in north Oklahoma City, The Oil Tree,
specializes in selling a variety of quality olive oils and vinegars. The “birth”
story of V2O is a direct reflection of customer responses to a balsamic
vinegar project.
“V2O was inspired by and for customers at The Oil Tree. The Oil Tree team
has fun trying out new ways to engage customers. Drinking sparkling water
every day, we thought it could use a kick,” she explained. “Instead of buying
flavored water with no benefit, we decided to add some balsamic vinegar into
our sparkling water. It was delicious and away we went!”
“We started mixing water and balsamic vinegar with customers five years
ago and watched the sales climb dramatically in the categories we tested,”
she added. The demand was there; the product was not, which inspired the
motivation to launch V2O.

Bubbles with Benefits

First to Serve
V2O sparkling balsamic water will launch two flavors,
Cranberry Pear and Sicilian Lemon.
“Our team has gone through extensive market research in
the sparkling water category. This
research has included discussions
with independent retailers, grocers,
distribution companies, and more
importantly consumers, who have
all validated the viability of the
product.” Said Peterson.
Sherrie Kite, Maggie’s mom said,
“Jim and I are very proud of
Maggie, she has worked diligently
to develop her entrepreneurial skills
by bringing a new, delicious and
healthy beverage to the consumer,
which is remarkable.”

‘Bubbles with Benefits’ is a marketing tagline for V2O
because of the impactful health benefits of this drink.
“We are entering the market between Kombucha and
sparkling water,” Peterson said. “We are as light as
any sparkling water with the added benefits of natural
probiotics and antioxidants.”
Peterson’s drive for product purity has guided her to
the sources of V2O ingredients.
First, the water, “sourced from the Columbia River
Gorge, which is graced with some of the purest water in
the world and filtered through the Cascade Mountain
Range and its vertical basalt walls along the Columbia
River. We’ve captured this perfection of water and
released it into every bottle, providing our customers with
only the cleanest water from one of the purest places on
Earth.”
“Our barrel aged balsamic vinegar is sourced from
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same day to day struggles as you and me, makes their
product more than a product. It’s an extension of themselves
and everything they believe in.”
It is this character that has brought Peterson through the
difficulties of creating a new beverage.

Believing in Balsamic
Modena, Italy,” said Peterson. “V2O contains probiotics,
antioxidants, and has a low glycemic index. No preservatives
or sugar are added.”

Savor Flavor
Health related drinks are almost never associated with
desirable taste, but Peterson believes they have hit the mark
creating a refreshing drink for everyone who craves a bubbly
bite with health benefits.
Overall, it’s the quality that counts and Peterson is
committed to product excellence, whether it is at The Oil Tree
or V2O sparkling balsamic water.
“We source almost all of the products at The Oil Tree
directly from the producers. It’s always exciting to hear
about awards they’ve won in the specialty food industry,”
she said. “Business is business but creating relationships
and connecting with genuine people who go through the
28 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019

“The road leading to a launch date for V2O took longer
than expected, but each roadblock has opened more doors
and helped us figure out what we need to do to move
forward.”
Where will a consumer find V2O sparkling balsamic water?
V2O will be available in select locations across Oklahoma
and Texas. We are also working with many specialty markets
across Washington, Oregon, and California.
“It’s exciting and nerve racking. I know and feel when you
develop a new product, there are going to be challenges”.
Peterson is proving Oklahomans do not back down from a
challenge.

Oklahoma Born
Although Peterson is thinking nationally, her heart,
business, and family are in Oklahoma.
“We have tried to work with as many local people as
possible,” Peterson noted.

“I was born and raised in Oklahoma City. It’s my home,”
Peterson said. “I love Oklahoma City. I love the kindness
and support of the people and watching the city grow. We
have so many passionate and talented Oklahomans. I’m
honored to raise my kids in this great state!”
“As a family it is natural for us to work on projects
together. That’s what we do. We don’t do it any other way,”
said Sherrie Kite. “There has been much growth and
development in the state,” she added.” I am proud to be
an Oklahoman. Great people. It is a hard-working state.
It’s an awesome state.”

Learn more about V2O
For more information about V2O visit www.V2O.life,
contact hello@V2O.life 405.445.6963
V2O sparkling balsamic water is a new approach to
health. Enjoy the Bubbles with Benefits. n
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EVENTS

OSU’s McKnight Center for Performing Arts
hosts grand opening with Kelli O’Hara
25 shows planned for multi-million dollar facility

Kelli Ohara performs with the New York City Philharmonic

W

hen Billie and Ross McKnight
gave a $25 million gift to
establish an endowment for
programming to Oklahoma
State University in 2016, it established
that Stillwater would be host to a hub of
performing arts culture.
With the McKnight Center for the Performing Arts now
open, OSU President Burns Hargis is realizing a dream come
true by building stronger arts and cultural offerings on
30 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019

campus. The McKnight held its grand opening in October.
“It’s about programing, and that has really been led by
two alumni of the university … Billie and Ross McKnight.
They gave a signiﬁcant gift to create an endowment,
speciﬁcally for programming, and the university has been
working over the last two and a half years to match that
gift,” Marilynn and Carl Thoma Executive Director of The
McKnight Center Mark Blakeman said.
Blakeman said there is an estimated $11 million
economic impact the McKnight Center will provide during its

Philharmonic for three consecutive
nights of concerts that began Oct. 11
with an opening gala. Performing
alongside the Philharmonic were
soprano singer and Oklahoma native
Kelli O’Hara.
“We worked very hard to provide some
diversity in our programming,”
Blakeman said. “We have 25 concerts,
which to some people sound like a lot,
but in the grand scheme of things it’s
not. We focused on quality of
performance over quantity. We will learn
over the course of several years what
types of performances work well in the
center. We also will be learning based on
how people buy tickets, which programs
inaugural season. It will provide something Stillwater hasn’t
seen before, and will help OSU become a leading regional
cultural organization as it brings in world-class
performances to a town of 50,000 people, which is a rarity
for a town of that size.
“We’re a community of 50,000 … we have a reach that’s
much broader than that, but for a city of this size, we simply
would not be able to have acquired the level of world-class
artists that we’ll have for the opening season if not for the
endowment,” Blakeman said.
The McKnight Center opened its doors for the New York
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Mark and Sheree Norman with Pistol Pete at the Grand
Opening of the McKnight Center Stillwater, Oklahoma.

might be more popular.”
There are a few shows that are currently sold
out, but Blakeman said there are thousands of
tickets left for the season as a whole. Tickets are
expected to go quickly as events come closer to
occurring, and tickets can be purchased at the
McKnight Center box ofﬁce or by visiting
mcknightcenter.org.
“One of the things that’s wonderful about the
center is the intimacy of the performance spaces,”
Blakeman said. “We have 1,098 seats in our
performance hall and 217 seats in our recital hall.
Both of those spaces, I think, are appropriately
sized for the size of our community here, but
they’re signiﬁcantly smaller than performance spaces you
see in other parts of the country. We believe that we can
provide a level of arts experience that you can’t get
anywhere else because of the intimacy of the spaces.”
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Tickets to all shows are in high demand. Concert goers
are encouraged to call early for tickets (405) 7449999 or visit mcknightcenter.org. n

Performers rehearse for a concert at Stillwater’s McKnight Center
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HOLIDAY LIGHT SHOWS
AROUND OKLAHOMA
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EVENTS

DOWNTOWN IN DECEMBER
OKC comes together with variety of festive events
BY KRISTEN MARCKMANN

DOWNTOWN IN DECEMBER is a collection of holiday events that take
place throughout downtown Oklahoma City with the intent of bringing
the community together and getting everyone into the holiday spirit.
Ice skating, viewing holiday lights, seeing a theatrical Christmas performance, running a festive 5k
and ringing in the New Year with the whole family are among the best and brightest holiday festivities
that Oklahoma City has to offer. For more information about all of these events and the many others
included in this festival, visit downtownindecember.com.

MYRIAD BOTANICAL GARDENS
THROUGHOUT DECEMBER, the Myriad Botanical Gardens will
transform into a winter wonderland with the Devon Ice Rink,
Saturdays with Santa, and Illuminations: Starry, Starry Night
in the Crystal Bridge Tropical Conservatory.
The Devon Ice Rink, open from November 8 to February 2,
features 5,500 square feet of real ice in a magical, downtown park setting. On one weekend, December 7-8, the
Gardens will be hosting Santa, Mrs. Claus, and their elves
for storytelling and photos, as well as holiday games and
crafts.
For an indoor alternative, take a stroll through the Crystal
Bridge Tropical Conservatory for an immersive light display,
from November 22 to January 5.

HOLIDAY WATER TAXI
Take a narrated and holiday themed ride through the
decorated Bricktown Canals on the Bricktown Water Taxi
from November 29 to December 29. This holiday lights tour,
which begins and ends at the main Water Taxi dock near
Mickey Mantle’s Steakhouse, will take citizens on a roughly
40 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019

25-minute tour of the Bricktown canal’s stunning holiday
decorations. These tours are free and open to all ages, and
they are available Thursday through Sunday from 6 p.m. to 9
p.m.

THE NUTCRACKER
The Oklahoma City Ballet will team up with the Oklahoma
City Philharmonic and more than 100 children from the
School of Oklahoma City Ballet to bring The Nutcracker, a
holiday classic, to life.
This performance tells the classic holiday story of Clara
and her Nutcracker prince, who battles the ﬁerce Mouse
King, and their journey to the Land of Sweets. For just ﬁve
shows between December 14-22, Tchaikovsky’s iconic score,
accompanied by the staging from artistic director Robert
Mills, is sure to mesmerize audiences of all ages.

sure to arrive early to get a picture with Santa in front of
their 30-foot Christmas tree.

OKLAHOMA CITY PHILHARMONIC—
The Christmas Show
The Oklahoma City Philharmonic will team up with Santa,
the POPS Chorale, the Mistletoes and Broadway star Max von
Essen to bring people the The Christmas Show. For just four
shows on December 5 at 7:30 p.m., Dec. 6 at 8 p.m., and
Dec. 7 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m., this musical theater style
performance is sure to get people into the holiday spirit. Be

SANDRIDGE SANTA RUN
This year’s Santa Run, hosted by SandRidge Energy, will
take place December 14 and include a 5k beginning at 9:30
a.m. as well as a one-mile fun run beginning at 9 a.m.
Compete for one of the cash prizes awarded to the top
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019 ion Oklahoma 41

three overall ﬁnishers, or dress up in a festive holiday
costume and compete in the costume contest for one
of the cash prizes awarded for the three best
costumes.
Registration begins the day of the event at 7:30
a.m. at the SandRidge Energy building. The proceeds
from the $35 registration fee for this race goes
directly to Downtown Oklahoma City Partnership,
which goes towards marketing, promotion, public art,
street cleaning, landscaping, décor and lighting.
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OPENING NIGHT
Close out 2019 and open up 2020 with a
bang at the Opening Night celebration with
the traditional ﬁreworks extravaganza at
midnight on December 31. The event, which
began in 1987, has become a family tradition
for more than three decades. The day begins
with the Finale 5k race and ends with an
exciting celebration in Bicentennial Park with
live music and entertainment, local food
trucks and family friendly activities. n
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TRAVEL

Classic Christmas celebration

I

at The Artesian
PHOTOS PROVIDED

t’s almost time for the much-anticipated Artesian
Hotel, Casino and Spa’s Classic Christmas celebration,
a joyous event enjoyed by children and adults of all
ages.

Several new features will be introduced to this year’s sixth annual event in
Sulphur, including the addition of a third weekend of activities. During the ﬁrst
three weekends of December, The Artesian will have music, decorations,
carriage rides special treats and holiday memories to be made. And a jolly
fellow wearing a red suit will be making several appearances.
Holiday festivities begin Nov. 30 with the community’s Christmas in Sulphur
celebration. Christmas in Sulphur will include music, entertainment, food

Children love to visit with Santa during The Artesian’s Classic Christmas celebration.
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trucks and more, followed by a
Christmas Parade of Lights and the
Ofﬁcial Lighting Ceremony, when The
Artesian and other downtown
businesses switch on their elaborate
light displays.
The Chickasaw National Recreation
Area’s Historic Candlelight Tour is Dec.
6-7 and will take visitors on a walking
tour of Flower Park which will be
decorated with more than 1,000
candlelit luminaries. The tours
take approximately one hour and
will begin at 6 p.m. with the last
tour starting at 9 p.m. The tour is
free, but reservations are
required. Call the Travertine
Nature Center at (580) 622-7234
to reserve a tour.
Complementary apple cider
and hot cocoa can be enjoyed
throughout the day in The
Artesian lobby during the
weekends of Classic Christmas.
There will also be two hours each
evening of milk and cookies from
Santa to spark the holiday spirit.
After indulging in a hot cup of
cider or cocoa, experience the
beautiful display of Christmas lights in

downtown Sulphur while trotting through the town in a
horse-drawn carriage. Carriage rides will be running from 6
to 10 p.m. each Friday and Saturday through Dec. 21.
Reservations are available but not required.
A new addition to this year’s celebration is the opportunity
to enjoy a Christmas serenade of live holiday music. Live
entertainment will be performed from 8 to 11 p.m. Dec. 14
and 21 in the Fountain Club. It’s the perfect way to unwind
after a day full of Christmas fun.
No Christmas celebration would be complete without an
appearance by Santa and Mrs. Claus. Children can enjoy
story time with Mrs. Claus from 5 to 7 p.m. Dec. 13-14 and
20-21 in The Artesian lobby. Pictures with Mrs. Claus will be
available for purchase.
The annual Breakfast with Santa will take place Dec. 14

and Dec. 21. For reservations, call the hotel front desk at
(855)-455-5255 to ensure a table. Price is $150 per table.
Another fun feature of this year’s festivities will be the
opportunity to pose with a reindeer from 8 to 10:30 a.m. Dec.
14 and Dec. 21 at the hotel entrance.
“Classic Christmas at The Artesian is a time that takes
you back to the joys of spending time with the ones you
love,” said Justin Williams, Artesian area general manager.
“The lights, decorations, treats and activities set the scene
for an unforgettable Christmas experience. We hope many
new and familiar faces will join us this year.”
For more information on this year’s Classic Christmas
event or to book a room, visit www.artesianhotel.com
or call (855) 455-5255 to speak to an associate. n

Children love to visit with Santa during The Artesian’s Classic Christmas celebration.
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ART

Andy Warhol Exhibit
Coming To Cowboy Museum
BY M. J. VAN DEVENTER

I

met Andy Warhol in New York City in the early
1970s when I was covering Fashion Week
there for the Stillwater newspaper. I had heard
of him — who hadn’t?

Andy Warhol, Endangered Species: Bighorn Ram, 1983
The Andy Warhol Museum, Pittsburgh; Founding Collection, Contribution The Andy
Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Inc.
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The event featured his art and of course,
him. He was already an emerging iconic
ﬁgure in the art world by then.
The show was in the cellar of a rather dark
and dubious setting on Fifth Avenue, not too
far from the historic Plaza Hotel on Central
Park where the fashion shows were held in
the Grand Ballroom. All the fashion editors
stayed there. It was a “must!”
There were drinks and food at Warhol’s
party and I suspected a bit of drugs being
passed around. He had experimented with
such.
As Warhol moved toward his art on view, I
positioned myself as close to him as possible
without being aggressive or obvious. I knew
he was a newsmaker and I wanted to write
down every word.
I’m glad I had the experience of meeting
Warhol and hearing him explain some of his
art. It helped greatly when I encountered his
unusual, modernistic paintings several years
later at The Hirschorn Museum in
Washington, D.C. His famous tomato soup
can painting was a familiar art image by
then.
Andy Warhol’s art is going to have a much
nicer setting when an exhibit of his western

Cowboys and Indians: Northwest Coast Mask, 1986 The Andy Warhol Museum,
Pittsburgh; Founding Collection, Contribution The Andy Warhol Foundation for the
Visual Arts, Inc.

paintings goes on display at the National
Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum
January 31. The show runs through May
10, 2020. The show is being presented in
connection with the Booth Western Art
Museum in Georgia and the Tacoma Art
Museum in Washington state.
What most of the fashion press didn’t
know at that 1970s event was how much
Warhol loved the American West. He had
a passion for blending Western culture in
a contemporary way.
Titled “Warhol and the West,” the show
explores his love of the West in his art,
movies, attire, travel and collecting. I’m
sorry I don’t remember what he was
wearing that night. I did think he might
need a haircut. But he was wearing
cowboy boots. Most cowboy boots feature
dirt. His were usually paint-spattered.
He also traveled often to Texas,
Colorado and New Mexico, which I
consider my home away from home,

especially Santa Fe. It was in these areas he collected a vast personal
collection of Western art, pottery, photographs, artifacts, fashion and
accessories.
In 1986, Warhol completed his “Cowboys and Indians” portfolio, his last
major project before his death. This collection is the basis for the Museum’s
exhibition of his work.
Warhol’s “Cowboys and Indians” portfolio includes 14 iconic images of
Western subjects including Custer, Geronimo, Annie Oakley and John Wayne.
These personalities form the backbone of the “Warhol and the West”
exhibition.
Beyond this portfolio, other Western personalities feature Elvis as a movie
gunslinger, Clint Eastwood, Dennis Hopper, guns and Indian art. Among
Western artists featured are Georgia O’Keeffe, R.C. Gorman and Fritz Scholder,
plus two Western movies Warhol produced.
The National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum is one of only three
museums in the United States to host “Warhol and the West,” according to

Andy Warhol, Cowboys and Indians: Annie
Oakley, 1986 The Andy Warhol Museum,
Pittsburgh; Founding Collection, Contribution
The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual
Arts, Inc.
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audience and expose ﬁrst-time visitors to
all there is to experience at the Museum.”
Thinking about that long-ago evening in
the presence of Andy Warhol, I can see him
sauntering down the streets of Santa Fe,
looking at the authentic jewelry the Native
Americans make and sell near the town
plaza.
And I think he just might be proud to have
his work on view at the National Cowboy
Museum, where some of his heroes have a
place in cowboy and Western history. n
Left, Andy Warhol, Cowboys and Indians: John
Wayne, 1986
Below, Andy Warhol, Cowboys and Indians:
Sitting Bull, 1986
The Andy Warhol Museum, Pittsburgh; Founding
Collection, Contribution The Andy Warhol
Foundation for the Visual Arts, Inc.

MIchael Grauer, curator of art and the
Museum’s McCasland Chair of Cowboy
Culture.
The exhibition examines Warhol’s portfolio
in the context of his own collection of Western
memorabilia and his art-making proclivities,
which focused on the American West and
include photographs, paintings, printmaking
and ﬁlm-making.
According to Grauer, this group of images
has never been exhibited in the full context of
Warhol’s continued involvement with Western
people, places and things. In addition to the
rare Warhol series, more than 100 Western
objects and other works from the artist’s own
collection will be displayed.
Natalie Shirley, the museum’s president
and chief executive ofﬁcer, said, “It is our
hope this exhibition will bring a diverse
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Excellence is standard
Everything else is custom.
Schedule Jo for a no cost 1-hour consultation.

OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER
Date

home game .
*Times are subject to change

GO!
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Nov. 2
Nov. 5
Nov. 7
Nov. 9
Nov. 10
Nov. 12
Nov. 15
Nov. 18
Nov. 19
Nov. 22
Nov. 25
Nov. 27
Nov. 29
Dec. 1
Dec. 4
Dec. 6
Dec. 8
Dec. 9
Dec. 11
Dec. 14
Dec. 16
Dec. 18
Dec. 20
Dec. 22
Dec. 26
Dec. 27

Opponent
New Orleans
Orlando
at San Antonio
Golden State
Milwaukee
at Indiana
Philadelphia
at LA Clippers
at LA Lakers
LA Lakers
at Golden State
at Portland
New Orleans
at New Orleans
Indiana
Minnesota
at Portland
at Utah
at Sacramento
at Denver
Chicago
Memphis
Phoenix
LA Clippers
Memphis
at Charlotte

GO!

Time
4:00
7:00
7:30
7:00
6:00
6:00
7:00
9:30
9:30
7:00
9:30
9:00
7:00
5:00
7:00
7:00
8:00
8:00
9:00
8:00
7:00
7:00
7:00
6:00
7:00
6:00

2019-2020 SCHEDULE
Date
Dec. 29
Dec. 31
Jan. 2
Jan. 4
Jan. 6
Jan. 7
Jan. 9
Jan. 11
Jan. 13
Jan. 15
Jan. 17
tJan. 18
Jan. 20
Jan. 22
Jan. 24
Jan. 25
Jan. 27
Jan. 29
Jan. 31
Feb. 5
Feb. 7
Feb. 9
Feb. 11
Feb. 13
Feb. 21
Feb. 23

GO!

Opponent
at Toronto
Dallas
at San Antonio
at Cleveland
at Philadelphia
at Brooklyn
Houston
LA Lakers
at Minnesota
Toronto
Miami
Portland
at Houston
at Orlando
Atlanta
at Minnesota
Dallas
at Sacramento
at Phoenix
Cleveland
Detroit
Boston
San Antonio
at New Orleans
Denver
San Antonio

Time

Date

5:00
7:00
7:30
6:30
6:00
6:30
8:30
7:00
7:00
7:00
7:00
8:00
4:00
6:00
7:00
7:00
7:00
9:00
8:00
7:00
7:00
2:30
7:00
7:00
7:00
6:00

Feb. 25
Feb. 27
Feb. 28
Mar. 3
Mar. 4
Mar. 6
Mar. 8
Mar. 11
Mar. 13
Mar. 15
Mar. 17
Mar. 18
Mar. 20
Mar. 23
Mar. 26
Mar. 28
Mar. 30
Apr. 1
Apr. 4
Apr. 5
Apr. 7
Apr. 10
Apr. 11
Apr. 13
Apr. 15

Opponent
at Chicago
Sacramento
at Milwaukee
LA Clippers
at Detroit
at New York
at Boston
Utah
Minnesota
at Washington
at Memphis
at Atlanta
Denver
at Miami
Charlotte
at Golden State
at Denver
Phoenix
at LA Clippers
at LA Lakers
Brooklyn
New York
at Memphis
Utah
at Dallas

Time
7:00
7:00
7:00
7:00
6:00
6:30
5:00
7:00
7:00
5:00
7:00
6:30
7:00
6:30
7:00
7:30
8:00
7:00
2:30
8:30
7:00
7:00
7:00
7:00
6:30

GO THUNDER!
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EVENTS? ENTERTAINMENT

Movies at the Museum
Old western flicks and their comic spirit revisited
BY M. J.VAN DEVENTER

A SMORGASBORD OF EVENTS —
all with a fine arts theme — are on
the fall and winter calendar for the
National Cowboy & Western
Heritage Museum.
Fresh from the Museum’s annual Traditional
Cowboy Artists exhibition of silver and leather
cowboy trappings, (which netted $275,000) a
movie series featured “Butch Cassidy and the
Sundance Kid,” October 16 and “Blazing Saddles”
with Mel Brooks October 23. The series opened
October 9 with “Calamity Jane,” starring the late
Doris Day.
The ﬁlm series is titled “Laughing Out Loud:
Westerns with a Comic Spirit.” It explored the
humor that has always been out West,” according
to Andrew Horton, guest curator for the series.
Horton is an emeritus professor of ﬁlm and media
studies at the University of Oklahoma.
• • • • • •
In the midst of this ﬁlm series is the Museum’s
annual “Small Works Great Wonders” art show,
scheduled November 8. This is a “one-night
stand” for 122 artists to show what they can do
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Showing
Oct 30 - Stars In My Crown;
Nov 6 - Of Human Hearts;
Nov 13 - Brigham Young;
Nov 20 - Rooster Cogburn.

on a small canvas or in a
sculpture. It’s a great
early Christmas
shopping opportunity.
• • • • • •
Another ﬁlm series features movies about religious
leadership on the frontier, both historical and ﬁctional. The
series includes a mix of comedy, drama and action-packed
adventure.
The series is hosted and curated by Elizabeth Anthony,
president of Reel Classics. She says, “The Frontier Clergy
Series” offers insight into the unique challenges faced by
religious communities on the edges of civilization.”
“Religion motivated and inspired many pioneers and
settlers in the American West and sometimes leading the
Westward expansion and at other times, arriving relatively
late,” Anthony says.
The ﬁlms in this series depict the challenges particular to
the lives of the frontier clergy ~ not only logistical, but also
personal, political and familial.
Anthony notes, “They are all dramas, but there’s a little
levity and plenty of inspiration mixed in, too. Conquering sin
can be surprisingly entertaining.”

Films in the “Frontier
Clergy” series started
October 30 with “Stars
in My Crown,”starring
Ellen Drew and Joel
McCrea. Wyatt McCrea,
Joel’s grandson, a frequent guest at the
Museum, will be attending this event.
Other ﬁlm dates and movies chosen include:
November 5: “Of Human Hearts” starring Jimmy Stewart,
Walter Huston and Beulah Bondi.
November 13: “Brigham Young,” featuring Tyrone Power,
Dean Jagger and Linda Darnell.
November 20: “Rooster Cogburn ~ and The Lady,” with
John Wayne and Katharine Hepburn.
The ﬁlms in this vintage series were produced during the
years 1938, 1940, 1959 and 1970. The sequel to John
Wayne’s Oscar-winning performance in True Grit presages
the Museum’s current exhibit of “Two Grits: A Peek Behind
the Eye Patch.” This exhibit involves the iconic 1969 ﬁlm
and its 2010 remake, and opens November 15.
For movie lovers this is a bonanza of opportunity.
Remember, the popcorn for these events is free at the
National Cowboy Museum. What a deal! What a show! n
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EVENTS

A Christmas Carol
makes return visit to
Lyric Theatre
in November
BY KRISTEN MARCKMANN

T

he Lyric Theatre’s production of
A Christmas Carol returns for its
ninth year from November 29December 24.

Charles Dickens’s classic story tells of Ebenezer
Scrooge’s redemptive journey alongside ghosts of
Christmas past, present and future.
Dickens’s timeless tale is one that can be told year
after year and still teach a valuable lesson and awaken
the holiday spirit in audiences of all ages.
“Charles Dickens’s story stands the test of time as the
greatest holiday story in the modern English language,”
said Michael Baron, Lyric’s producing artistic director,
and director of this production. “Lyric’s A Christmas
Carol has become a holiday tradition, now in its ninth
year. We know it’s an important story to the community
and is often the ﬁrst live theatrical experience for many
children.”
Michael Bratcher-Magallanez, director of marketing
and public relations, explains that Lyric’s A Christmas
Carol has become even more than just a family tradition.
“There’s a sense of community about this production. I
believe patrons take to heart the transformation they
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witness of Ebenezer Scrooge throughout the course of the
performance. At the end of each performance, audiences are
invited to contribute to the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma.
Over the past eight years, Lyric patrons have donated well
over $150,000 to help feed thousands of Oklahomans in
need.”
In this traditional holiday story, Scrooge begins as a
money hungry businessman who acts selﬁshly and treats his
employees and the people around him poorly. Scrooge ﬁrst
comes face-to-face with the ghost of his deceased business
partner, Marley, who in the afterlife is suffering the
consequences of his similarly cruel lifestyle.
After his encounter with Marley, Scrooge is taken back to
his childhood by the Ghost of Christmas Past, given a look
at the lives of people that Scrooge has mistreated by the

Ghost of Christmas Present, and ﬁnally shown his ultimate
miserable and lonely death by the Ghost of Christmas
Future.
As this journey concludes, Scrooge has come to see the
error of his ways and fear the consequences that he’ll face if
he doesn’t change, which leads him to transform his
contemptible behavior and redeem himself in the eyes of
those he’s mistreated.
Ebenezer Scrooge will be played by Broadway’s Dirk
Lumbard for his fourth year. Lumbard is one of several cast
members that return each year to reprise their roles in this
holiday production. Unlike the adult actors, this year’s
production will feature an almost completely new children’s
cast.
“Jacob Marley, Bob Cratchit, Tiny Tim, The Fezziwigs, and a
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2019 ion Oklahoma 55

host of unforgettable characters
spring to life in Lyric’s spectacular
production sparking the holiday
spirit in audiences of all
ages. There are many special
effects, including a ﬂying ghost
and a moment where it magically
snows over the audience,”
Bratcher-Magallanez describes.
For more information or to buy
tickets, visit lyrictheatreokc.com.
n
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BUSINESS

Outlook Survey

A

n overwhelming majority of business leaders
surveyed in a new Express Employment
Professionals poll don’t expect a recession
within the next six months, despite
increased media focus on the possibility of an
upcoming downturn.
In the survey, just 4% expect a recession in the next three months, while
14% expect one in three to six months. Nearly one-third (31%) predict a
recession in six months to one year.
More than one-third (36%) expect a recession in one year, and 41% say
a recession is likely two years away.
Compared to the last quarterly survey, slightly more respondents now
expect a recession in less than two years.
In addition, only 5% of respondents say they live in an area that is
currently in recession.
Express Employment Professionals franchise owners warn that fear of a
recession may actually be what triggers one.
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“In a consumer driven economy, recessions
can be a self-fulﬁlling prophecy,” said Brian
Baker, a franchise owner in Portland, Oregon.
“If you expect a downturn, you stop spending
and investing. When enough people stop
spending, the economy suffers.”
Reid Bates, a franchise owner of Express
ofﬁces in Olympia, Centralia and Aberdeen,
Washington, shares this concern.
“The worry is that talk of a recession will
lead to a drop in consumer spending and
business investment,” he said. “There is still
a lot of gas in the U.S. economy. Employment
is high, and wages are climbing. I fear the
hype is going to squash consumer
conﬁdence.”
Brandon Malloy, a senior stafﬁng
consultant in the McMinnville, Oregon, Express
ofﬁce, isn’t seeing signs of recession yet.
“We are not worried in our territory,” he
said. “The last recession was preceded by
most of our lumber mill clients slowing down
signiﬁcantly, then our steel mill did a large
layoff. This was 14 months before the
recession was actually here. We continue to
see endless positions posted locally and a
competitive recruiting market between the
mills. I see our territory staying strong
through the election cycle in 2020.”

the economy. Overall, I think 2020 will
be a good year.”
“The people we talk to don’t see a
recession any time soon,” said Bill
Stoller, CEO of Express. “There are
some signs of an overall slowing of the
economy—but a slowdown and a
recession are two different things.
Right now, the job market is strong. So,
the most important thing is not to let
our fears launch a recession.”

About the Survey
John Dickey, an Express franchise
owner in Wakeﬁeld, Massachusetts,
isn’t so sure.
“Tariffs are affecting our customers
daily, and they are holding off on
adding additional headcount in order
to keep their costs as low as possible,”
he said. “The job numbers also are
decreasing every month. But the most
noticeable sign is the manufacturing

index that has dropped below 50.”
Jan Riggins, general manager of two
Forth Worth, Texas, Express franchise
locations, recognizes the trade
concerns but predicts a strong
economy.
“The tariff war with China is a new
thing that we’ve never experienced
before,” she said “I think we are seeing
the effects of it bleed a little through

In August 2019, Express Employment
Professionals surveyed 802 business
owners, decision makers and human
resource professionals about the
overall national hiring trends in the
market today and how their business is
impacted. Respondents are current or
former Express clients. n
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ART

Oklahoma Artists Invitational
will dazzle with November exhibit
BY TAMARA HERMEN

I

OAI patrons selecting beautiful original jewelry (left), enjoying
the original art (center), and enjoying fabulous art and
wonderful hor d’oeuvres (right).

t’s a one-stop-shop for amazing juried
art, medical education and
the group’s inception in 2010 due to the popularity of the
community enhancement.

One of Oklahoma’s preeminent art shows, the
Oklahoma Artists Invitational (OAI), is unveiling its Fall
showcase November 15-17 at The Shoppes at North Park in
Oklahoma City.
Open to the public free of charge, highlights include highquality art, cutting-edge stroke educational programming
and an inclusive culture for patrons and the community.
“Experiencing our art show can be a life-changing
experience from increasing the beauty in your home through
art to becoming aware of stroke symptoms and what to do if
you have one,” said Jan J. Smith, Oklahoma Artists
Invitational co-chairman.
Art show and medicine normally don’t go hand in hand,
but the response to this unique concept from the beginning
has been strong. Smith termed this exhibition as “one of
the best kept art secrets in Oklahoma City.”
Her event co-chairman is Karen Seikel, and they both are
OAI founding artists. Biannual shows have been held since
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program.
“This will be the ﬁfteenth Oklahoma Artists Invitational
popular art show with an appealing venue, wine, food,
rafﬂes and fabulous paintings, sculpture and jewelry,”
Smith said.
“Steve Seikel, one of the founding artists, is the Featured
Artist this year. Bert Seabourn, a long- time Oklahoma
favorite artist will again be participating,” Smith explained.
“Twenty-ﬁve artists will be presenting art, sculpture and
jewelry. The OAI art show accepts only Oklahoma artists and
each artist has been juried in as patrons expect high-quality
art.”
For health education, Dr. Richard V. Smith, Medical
Director Emeritus of the Mercy NeuroScience Institute, will
give a free presentation during the art show on Stroke
Treatment, Prevention & Recognition. There is a separate
room at the venue that is perfect for this 45-minute
presentation, which includes a detailed video.

OAI sculptor, Glen Thomas.
Featured OAI artist, Steve Seikel.
OAI artist, Bert Seaborne.

The Fall OAI show times are Friday
from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., plus Saturday
and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5:30
p.m. The stroke program is on
Sunday at 2 p.m.
More than 400 individuals enjoy the
show each cycle. The 2019 show is set
to dazzle with the same caliber and
varied artistic expressions.

Something for Everybody
Pop in for the cultural experience
whether you are a collector or an
admirer, on a tight budget or want to
invest. There is something for
everybody.
More than 300 pieces of original art
and reproductions in several forms,
including prints and note cards, make
this an interesting shopping
experience.
“This high end, very popular OAI art
show offers fabulous original oil and

giclees which are prints on canvas
from original art, and frameable
notecards,” Smith added. “There is
a great opportunity for everyone to
go home with something they like.”
OAI patrons enjoying fabulous art and
wonderful hor d’oeuvres

acrylic paintings of all sizes along with
stunning sculpture by Glen Thomas,”
explained Smith. “Three artists, Dr.
Dustan Buckley, Judy Osborn and Emily
Buckley, offer jewelry with semiprecious stones set in sterling, gold ﬁll
and copper.”
The price range for paintings can
range from a small print for several
hundred dollars to larger paintings for
several thousand dollars.
“This is all fairly affordable art for
most people that want really greatlooking art in their house but don’t
want to pay that ten, twenty, thirty
thousand dollars,” said Smith.
“Many artists offer prints, canvas

Mingle Art and Health Smart
It is the multi-pronged attention to
community inclusiveness that sets the
standard for the OAI art show.
Reaching out to patrons in various
ways has been the mission since the
inception of the art show.
“From Oklahoma Artists Invitational’s
very ﬁrst show in 2010 they adopted
the mission statement that ‘Oklahoma
Artists Invitational art shows are
produced by juried Oklahoma artists
interested in making a difference in our
world through ﬁne art, charity support
and health education,’” said Smith.
The initial art show was born out of a
group of artists who looked around at
each other’s work and decided they
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Saint Nick’s List, 11”x14” giclee on canvas by Jan J Smith,
# print $149, 8”x 10” print $29, notecard 5”x7” $8.50.

would like to put together an art show.
Smith initially took the lead after
securing the location of Mercy’s
NeuroScience Institute, which is
designed after the Louvre Museum in
Paris. It was only natural that a health
component be added to the event and
she brought in her husband, Dr. Smith,
to present on stroke awareness.
Dr. Smith’s free talk during the Fall
art show delivers timely information on

Allison Powers, OAI artist.

The Whole Earth is Filled with His Glory! by Jan J Smith. 24”x36”
original oil $4500, 8”x10” print $29, 5”x7” notecard $8.50.

stroke recognition, unprecedented
treatments including 2019 medical
updates, and general prevention.
Speciﬁc information for the patron
includes what to say when arriving at
the emergency room and what a
particular hospital is qualiﬁed to do.
“The art show is the only place the
public can hear this life-saving talk
unless they belong to a group which
invites him as a speaker,” Smith said.

Dr. Dustan Buckley and Emily Buckley,
jewelry artists.
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“When we ﬁrst started, we said now
we want to be different. First of all, we
want to show ﬁne art to Oklahoma City.
That was our main goal. But as long
as we are going to have all of these
people coming in to see our art, let’s do
something else. Let’s choose a charity
to help and then let’s do something for
health education,” she explained. “So
these three points are our main goals.
To show ﬁne art. To contribute to a

Karen Seikel, OAI show chairman.

Logan & Dozier Smith, 2 honor roll student
volunteer.

wonderful charity right here in Oklahoma
City and then to have a talk on health.”
All artists generously donate a
percentage of their sales to the Mercy
Health Foundation with an earmark for
stroke and Parkinson’s education. To
date, OAI has given more than $30,000
to the foundation.

More Avenues to Participate
Since the exhibition is exclusively
artist driven and philanthropic,
projects such as sponsorships, in-kind
donations and rafﬂes help underwrite
costs for the show. The Certiﬁcate of
Art Purchase program is newly
implemented to give patrons an
invested VIP experience.
“Oklahoma Artists Invitational is
introducing the Certiﬁcate of Art
Purchase, as an option to support art,
charity and important health
education. A select dollar amount prepurchase is made and then the
Certiﬁcate of Art Purchase is used as a
credit to buy any art, jewelry, sculpture,
giclees, prints or cards at the show,”

OAI artist, Kay Smith.

Dr Richard V Smith, guest speaker, and Jan J
Smith, artist and OAI president.

Smith explained. “Certiﬁcate
purchasers receive an invitation to the
VIP 1st Choice Pre-Party at OAI’s North
Park venue prior to the opening of the
art show. Steve Seikel will be there to
greet each Certiﬁcate of Art purchaser
and the sponsors to present them with
a print valued at $100.”
Patrons must pre-purchase a
minimum certiﬁcate of $100 to be
included in the VIP event, although
smaller and larger pre-purchases are
available.
Not to be overlooked is the event’s
deluxe rafﬂe, with 100 percent of the
proceeds beneﬁtting the Mercy Health
Foundation.
“We have four marvelous rafﬂes. We
offer one ticket for ﬁve dollars or ﬁve
tickets for twenty dollars,” Smith said.
“Then patrons can choose one of these
rafﬂes and possibly get their name
drawn.”
“Everyone has an opportunity to
participate in rafﬂes offering many
desirable items from Dustan Buckley
Jewelry, Glen Thomas Fine Art, BC Clark

Jewelers, Framed in the Village and
other merchants,” said Smith.
Additional rafﬂe ticket package
contributors include Shelly’s
Aesthetics, Steve Seikel Fine Art, Vera
Bradley, Rococo’s and Big Sky Bread.

An Event to Enjoy
The OAI makes transforming an
empty space into a museum-quality
gallery for two-and-a-half days a fun
and illuminating experience.
Additionally, the sales and interactions
have a lasting, positive impact. It is
the artists’ culture of giving back to
the community that sets this art show
apart.
“You will enjoy the wonderful art,
sculpture, jewelry and refreshments all
while supporting a wonderful charity,”
said Smith. “We have many return
patrons who eagerly ask, ‘When is your
next art show?’”
For more information visit
www.oaiartshow.com or to purchase an
advanced Certiﬁcate of Art, e-mail
janjsmith@me.com. n
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Eva Schloss:
Holocaust Survivor
BY TIM FARLEY

H

olocaust survivor Eva Schloss
will give Oklahomans a rare
chance to see into the
horrible and tragic world that
Jews were forced to endure during
World War II when she speaks
Thursday, Nov. 21 at Oklahoma City
Community College.

Eva Schloss was the childhood friend and stepsister of
Anne Frank and a survivor of the Auschwitz-Birkenau death
camp. Since 1985, she has devoted herself to Holocaust
education and global peace. Schloss, 92, has recounted her
wartime experiences in more than 1,000 speaking
engagements. She’s also written three books and had a play
written about her life.
The Nov. 21 presentation is entitled, “Learning from the
Past, Living the Present and Looking to the Future.”
Oklahoma City Rabbi Ovadia Goldman, of Chabad
Community Center for Jewish Life and Learning, said
Schloss’ presentation is more significant because soon all
Holocaust survivors will be deceased.
“This is a historic opportunity,” he said. “It’s an amazing
opportunity to hear a person who lived through those
horrible events.”
Goldman said Schloss’ public speeches provide
audiences with a “message of hope” that people can
overcome challenges of any kind.
“It shows people that you can turn something horrible
into something positive,” the rabbi said.
Those who have heard the Holocaust story presented by

Eva Schloss after Auschwitz.
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Schloss has recounted her wartime experiences in more than
1,000 speaking engagements, in addition to three books and a
play written about her life.

Schloss say her speech is sensational and difficult to
imagine. Yet, her insightful message reminds her audiences
that life is precious and fragile, the creative spirit is
stronger than fear and the power of good is immeasurable.
For Goldman, the Holocaust story as told by Schloss looks
at the past and the present.
“Whether it’s national or familial, she speaks about
challenges and how you can find hope in those horrible
moments of life,” he said. “Most people are experiencing
challenges that make them feel choked. But she’s telling
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people what she did with her own life and the way she
overcame her challenges.”
In previous public speeches, Schloss has addressed more
than 2,500 people. However, there was no venue in
Oklahoma City that could handle such a large audience. So
far, about two-thirds of the tickets to the Oklahoma City
Community College Visual and Performing Arts Center have
already been sold. The theatre holds 1,050 people.
“Unfortunately, there’s no doubt this hall will fill up,”
Goldman said.
Tickets can be purchased by calling the OCCC box office at
405-682-7579. Tickets start at $18 and seating is limited.
Sponsorship opportunities are also available and come
with a personalized copy of Schloss’ book, Eva’s Story, and
tickets to a pre-event VIP reception. These may be purchased
by phone at (405) 286-0900 or online at evasponsor.com.
OCCC is located at 7777 S. May Avenue. n
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Jonah Stillman and his father
David Stillman will be the
speakers at the Next Gen
Under 30 awards ceremnoy

Father, son to address
NextGen Under 30 crowd
Awards ceremony scheduled for Nov. 15

D

avid Stillman, an expert on the
generational gap, and his son
will serve as the speakers for the
Nov. 15 NextGen Under 30
awards ceremony at the Embassy Suites
Hotel and Conference Center in Norman.
Stillman is not new to the generational conversation. For
almost 20 years he has been called on by business executives,
politicians and the media to share his expertise on how best
to bridge generational gaps. David has appeared on CNN,
CNBC, and the TODAY Show as well as
NPR and in Fast Company, The New York
Times, USA Today, and The Wall Street
Journal.
His creative communications work has
earned him numerous accolades
including gold medals at the NY Film
Festival, the much-coveted CLIO Award,
and most recently was named as one of
200 People to Watch by the Business
Journal as well as one of the Power50 in
the state of MN.
In addition to being an internationally
acclaimed speaker on the generations, David is also the coauthor of two best-selling books including When Generations
Collide and The M-Factor: How the Millennial Generation Is
Rocking the Workplace.

David’s latest book “Gen Z @ Work” published by
HarperCollins describes the 7 key traits of Gen Z. He has
coauthored this book with his Gen Z son, Jonah.
Jonah Stillman graduated from high school in 2017 and is
pursuing a life as an entrepreneur. Growing up, for 10-years
Jonah competed on the national US circuit in snowboarding.
He was ranked in the top 5 in the US before hanging up his
helmet to pursue working with his Dad in the generational
ﬁeld.
Jonah and a team of peers conducted one of the ﬁrst
national surveys about Gen Z’s workplace
attitudes. The eye-opening results ignited
Jonah’s interest in keeping the dialogue
going. After growing up watching his dad
- David - be the voice of his generation,
Jonah is excited to be a voice of Gen Z.
He is the youngest speaker on the
circuit and has already shared his
insights on Gen Z with CNBC, MSNBC,
and CBS and was recently featured in
Fast Company, TIME, INC, Forbes and the
NY Times.
Success Magazine voted David and
Jonah in the top 25 most inﬂuential
speakers and authors for 2018. n
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BREAKING NEWS!
David & Jonah Stillman

under

NATIONALLY ACCLAIMED SPEAKERS AT

oklahoma

NextGen Under 30
AWARD CEREMONY

THE NINTH ANNUAL

NextGen Under 30
AWARD CEREMONY
Friday, November 15, 2019
4:45 - 5:45 Rehearsal (Winners Only)
6:00 - 6:45 pm — Cocktail Reception
6:45 - 7:45 pm — Dinner
7:45 - 9:00 pm — Awards Ceremony
Embassy Suites Hotel & Conference Center
2501 Conference Drive, Norman, OK 73069

For Tickets:
nextgenunder30.com/reservations/

David Stillman is not new to the
generational conversation. For almost
twenty years he has been called on
by business executives, politicians
and the media to share his expertise
on how best to bridge generational
gaps. David has appeared on CNN,
CNBC, and the TODAY Show as well
as NPR and in Fast Company, The New
York Times, USA Today, and The Wall
Street Journal.
In addition to being an
internationally acclaimed speaker
on the generations, David is also the
co-author of two best-selling books
including When Generations Collide
and The M-Factor: How the Millennial
Generation Is Rocking the Workplace.
David’s latest book “Gen Z @ Work”
published by HarperCollins describes
the 7 key traits of Gen Z. He has
coauthored this book with his Gen Z
son, Jonah.
Jonah Stillman graduated from
high school in 2017 and is pursuing a
life as an entrepreneur. Growing up,
for 10-years Jonah competed on the
national US circuit in snowboarding.
He was ranked in the top 5 in the
US before hanging up his helmet to
pursue working with his Dad in the
generational field.
He is the youngest
speaker on the circuit
and has already shared
his insights on Gen Z
with CNBC, MSNBC,
and CBS and was
recently featured in
Fast Company, TIME,
INC, Forbes and the NY
Times.

PEOPLE

NextGen under 30 Ambassadors successfully
launch Inaugural NextGen TALKS OKC Event
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Vincent Hoenig
ONE OF OKLAHOMA’S OWN DECORATED WAR VETERANS
BY JAMES WOODWARD

B

orn August 18, 1945, Vincent Hoenig
has been an Oklahoma native his entire
life. He attended McGuinness High
School, Cascia Hall in Tulsa and also
went to the University of Oklahoma. He moved
to his completely remodeled Quail Creek North
home on the golf course in 2003.
But back in 1966, he feared being drafted into the Vietnam War and
so like many his age, he enlisted in the Navy Reserve. The Navy would
allow you to graduate from college and then serve two years of active
duty as a commissioned ofﬁcer. Vince thought he would be assigned
to a ship safely away from any war action. The Navy gave you a
chance to sign up for various tasks and he chose “Corpsman.”
At the time, he didn’t know what a Corpsman was, but quickly
learned that it was an enlisted member of a military medical unit.
What he also didn’t know was that the Marines were a division of the
Navy. He became a corpsman medic and six months later was sent to
Corpsman School in San Diego, California. After nine months of
vigorous training, he remembers being picked up in a cattle truck and
shipped to Marine Corps base at Camp Pendleton where he went
through six weeks of basic training.
“Hellish” was the word he used to describe the experience. What
went from bad to worse was when he was pushed into the Marines
division from the Navy and at 23 years old in October of 1968, he
received the completely unexpected orders to go to Vietnam and join the
Second Battalion 9th Marines 3rd Marine Division as a Navy Corpsman.

Top, Vince with his mother Lucille before going to Vietnam, December 1967.
Left, Vince’s parents, Karl and Lucille Hoenig Christmas 1970.
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Going to the Navy Reserve unit, Camp Pendleton California, 1969

VINCE HOENIG STILL HAS NUMEROUS LETTERS AND
postcards he sent to his parents. In each of his letters, he
would start with “Dear Mom and Dad” while counting down
the time left on his tour of duty. He said his folks would buy
cans of goodies from Nichols Hills Drug Store and ship them
to him. He described Vietnam as a beautiful country and his
ﬁrst three months were rather boring with no military action.
That all changed when he was assigned to the Quang Tri
Province of South Vietnam.
It was there when he was sent out on a six man patrol to
set up a perimeter while searching for the enemy. He said
that the patrol was always with four highly trained and
skilled Marines and a radio operator and corpsman. They
would leave at dusk and return eight hours later. Vince said
there was often torrential rain followed by sweltering heat
up to 107 degrees. They would sleep on the ground with
nothing but an occasional poncho and just sit or lie in the
rain hoping to avoid rats, scorpions and mosquitos.
Malaria, carried by the female Genus of Mosquito, was a
big concern in the country. It was Vince’s job to pass out
every morning to everyone the “Dapsone” blue pills which
acted as an antibiotic to the disease. Many of the soldiers

would just throw the awful tasting pills away hoping to
actually get the disease so they could recover on a ship
safely away from any ﬁreﬁghts. Vince transferred one well
known Marine in his unit and he wasn’t heard from again.
When the other Marines asked Vince as to why, he lied and
told them that the Marine had concocted malaria and
subsequently died. They took their pills from that day on.
Marijuana grew wild everywhere in Vietnam and most of the
soldiers smoked.
OCCASIONALLY, A NEW INEXPERIENCED LIEUTENANT would
rotate in which often endangered the unit. After engaging in
one particular ﬁreﬁght, Vince discovered that the lieutenant
in command had been shot in the back, most likely from one
of his own soldiers.
“The helicopter pilots had nerves of steel,” Vince comments.
When a pickup was orchestrated, one Marine would have to
stand open to enemy ﬁre to ﬂag in the chopper picking up
wounded. In many cases, they would be under ﬁre during the
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entire exercise. One time the
helicopter took off so fast that
Vince was left hanging on the
handlebars for dear life as he swung
way off the ground through the air
until some Marines ﬁnally pulled him
aboard.
When it came to ﬁrearms, only a
commander, radio operator or corpsman
carried a .45 caliber pistol. The enemy
knew to target them ﬁrst when observing
the sidearm. Knowing this, Vince began to
carry only the M16 machine gun or AK-47,
but his fellow Marines wouldn’t let him have any ammo
in it for fear of his lack of training with the weapon. I
found it particularly interesting that he said the gun of
choice for the Marines was the Russian made AK-47.
The Marines would set up a barbed wire parameter at
the bottom of the bases hill to try and thwart or delay
attacks. There were enemy villagers who resorted to
ﬁghting against the Marines in trees with hand-made
crossbows and arrows. The arrows were dipped in poison
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and penetrated easily, but their
battleﬁeld removal was a surgical
procedure. Vince recalls an
incident where they were
attacked from all directions
with arrows ﬂying all around
them. They opened machine
gun ﬁre in return, killing all
of the enemy. Vince

somehow made it back with one of the weapons and over 50
years later, the crossbow and its arrows are on display at his
home today.
VINCE’S SITUATION WORSENED when his unit received orders
to go to A Shau Valley next to Laos. He had heard that when
you were assigned to that region, nobody ever came out
alive. At the time, Laos was a neutral country, but the United
States had high suspicions that enemy activity was being
coordinated through there. If the U.S. could prove that the
North Vietnamese were running ammunition and supplies
through Laos, it would give them reason to engage in war
activity in the neutral country.
Vince was given a secret command assignment to go with
30 men to hide in foliage and observe a well-traveled road
in Laos to monitor enemy sightings. On one occasion, they
saw multiple trucks traveling with only drivers and no
passengers or equipment. The Marines land mined the road
and awaited their return. When the trucks did return, they
were loaded with munitions and supplies. As they began to
hit the land mines, Vince says that it was like the 4th of July
as one by one, the trucks would completely explode. One

truck was about to make it through when a fellow Marine
stood up with a “Bloop Gun” (Bazooka) and blew it to
smithereens. The enemy now knew of the U.S. presence and
the Marine unit found themselves as highly wanted men.
VINCE DISTINCTLY REMEMBERS when they made the call to
have support troops come get them to help escape.
Command said “We don’t know you are there in a neutral
country engaging in an illegal activity.” He realized that they
would have to run for their lives and ﬁght their way home
with only the ammunition and supplies they had left. Facing
no food or water and numerous Vietnamese hunting them
down, he said that the Marines carried an astounding
amount of weight in their backpacks including body bags.
They would not leave a dead soldier behind and would
physically carry them along with their backpacks for days
and miles.
Vince would encounter villages after they had been
bombed and discover that the enemy had selected the
weakest survivors and tie them to trees with nothing but a
ﬁrearm, left unable to ﬂee but to attack U.S. soldiers to their
ultimate death. He called people who lived in the mountains
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and villages as Montagnards. Hoenig said that most of the
enemy he encountered were not in any type of uniforms.
Vincent’s unit ﬁnally made it back to base along with
multiple casualties.

MUCH TO VINCE’S SURPRISE, he was informed on August 15,
1969, that he was to receive the Bronze Star Medal from U.S.
President Richard M. Nixon.
His citation reads as follows: “For meritorious achievement
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in connection with combat operations against the enemy in
the Republic of Vietnam while serving as a Corpsman with
the Second Battalion, Ninth Marines, Third Marine Division.
During the period 22 January through 3 March 1969, while
his unit was participating in Operation Dewey
Canyon, Petty Ofﬁcer Hoenig distinguished himself
by the outstanding performance of his duties. On 31
January, he voluntarily accompanied a team
assigned to evacuate a seriously wounded Marine
from Company G’s position. From 1 through 5
February, during adverse weather conditions, he
assisted with the care of three severe casualties at
the battalion aid station, performing minor surgery
on one patient, thereby saving the man’s life.
Subsequently, he steadfastly provided aid to injured
Marines at Fire Support Base Erskine while the area
was continuously under enemy mortar ﬁre. On 27
February, he helped establish a temporary battalion
aid station to provide care for ﬁfteen seriously injured
Marines. With no doctor present, Petty Ofﬁcer Hoenig, with
the assistance of other corpsmen, performed surgery
throughout the night on the casualties, saving the lives of
two men. Petty Ofﬁcer Hoenig’s determined efforts,

50 YEARS LATER
Vietnam vet Vince Hoenig still questioning conflict
that took 58,219 American lives
BY TIM FARLEY

Fifty years after coming home from the Vietnam War,

professional competence and unwavering devotion
to duty contributed significantly to the
accomplishment of his unit’s mission and were
keeping in the highest traditions of the Marine
Corps and of the United States Naval Service.”
When we discussed the environment mentioned in
his citation, Vince said that it was the bloodiest
battle in which he had ever been involved.
Top, Christmas in Vietnam.
Below, Vince points to poster of himself after
returning home 1969.

Vince Hoenig hasn’t changed his mind about the conflict that left
more than 58,000 men and women dead.
Hoenig, of Oklahoma City, spent nine months in the jungles of
Vietnam, but the first three were relatively quiet. But the final six
months were a living hell for the young man who entered the U.S.
Naval Reserves at the
University of Oklahoma.
After several months
of training in the U.S.,
the Navy corpsman was
shipped to Vietnam.
Eventually, he was
attached to a Marine
unit that ultimately
made top secret and
classified missions into
Laos, a country that
supposedly was
neutral. Taking the
fight into Laos was
considered taboo, and the U.S. government wasn’t admitting any
wrongdoing at the time. For Hoenig, there were plenty of things that
went wrong – at home and abroad.
But Hoenig’s thoughts about the war in 1969 and in 2019 haven’t
changed much.
His ideas are similar to thousands of people who protested the
war and thousands who fought in it.
“I see only a war entered by politicians for who knows at what
expense,” Hoenig said recently during an interview in his Quail
Creek home. “Ultimately, it (war) was abandoned after needlessly
sacrificing many human lives.
“I don’t think the question can or even will be answered, but
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the blood of 58,219 men won’t let it stop from
being asked,” he said. “For what did we fight? For
what did we die?”
For Hoenig and others like him, the questions have
never been answered to anyone’s satisfaction. Still,
he believes the war could have been won if
Washington, D.C. politicians had the desire.
“We had huge planes and guns. We could have
dropped one bomb and gotten it over with,” he said.
“We would have been out of there. To this day, I still
don’t know what good it did. Did we keep the
communists out of Vietnam? Even 50 years later,
there’s still no bright light about why we were there.”
Like most U.S. servicemen at that time in history,
Hoenig returned to an America where citizens
despised the war and the men who fought in it.
“I got back and nobody even knew I was gone,” he
said. “We knew we had changed, that our lives would
never be the same and that we could never explain
any of this to the folks back home. We couldn’t. We
didn’t.”
Still, the memories for Hoenig remain 50 years
later – mostly hidden and suppressed. His recent
interview was only the second time he revealed the
life he endured in Vietnam.
He talked about patrolling the Vietnam jungles,
holding dying Marines in his arms, hard rains, cold
nights, disease, sleepless nights and sudden attacks
from the enemy. He remembered emergency surgeries
he and other corpsmen performed to keep soldiers
alive as they waited for medical helicopters to arrive.
His tears and emotion became evident as he
remembered the mobile Vietnam Wall that came to
Oklahoma City and the moment he touched the name
of a soldier who died in his arms. As the memories
flooded his mind, tears streamed down his cheeks.
Still, his questions about the most controversial
war in American history remain unanswered. For
what did we fight? For what did we die? n
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Vince recovering from malaria in hospital with a Split T
burger sack on table.

HOENIG’S TOUR OF DUTY ENDED and on June of 1969, he was
shipped home. He wasn’t feeling particularly well before
leaving the base and was suspicious that he might have
Malaria, but wasn’t about to tell anyone for fear of being
quarantined on a Navy ship hospital for six weeks delaying in
his return to the U.S.
He eventually returned to Oklahoma City where his parents
picked him up at the airport. The next morning on a Sunday, he
awoke with a 103 degree temperature. Their family doctor
made a $10 house call and told Vince he had appendicitis.
Hoenig reminded the same doc that he had removed his
appendix when he was in the fourth grade. He was admitted
into a local hospital where no one could figure out his ailment.
He recalls a Dr. Daniels coming into his room with a World War
II Lab Book and was finally diagnosed with Malaria. While
recovering in the hospital, his parents brought him a Split “T”
Theta Burger with cheese, something he had yearned for the
whole time in Vietnam.
By August of 1969, Hoenig was fully recovered and went on a
road trip with several of his buddies headed for the East Coast.
They would drive through various states, admiring the
landscape and culture and quite by accident on his birthday,
they found themselves up northeast where they were driving
down a road with thousands of people walking by. They finally
made it through the crowds and found themselves right at the

gates of Woodstock. He made it back with a necklace peace
sign on a leather strap which he still has today. On the way
back to Oklahoma, he attended a big hippie gathering at
Lake Dallas in Texas and ended up helping in the Red Cross
Tent treating attendees for various drug overdoses.
HOENIG JOINED THE SIGMA ALPHA EPSILON Fraternity at OCU
in 1971 and began working at Connolly’s Men’s Apparel in
downtown Oklahoma City in 1972. After graduating with a
business degree, in January of 1973, he joined Mass Mutual
as a financial advisor. He remembers thinking what a great
job it was to make $600 a month. He has stayed with them
to this day after more than 45 years.
Vince says that he is the only one in his family since Adam
and Eve who has ever been divorced or served in the
military. He knew many who fled to Canada to avoid what
they said was an “unjust war.” When they asked Vince why
he went, he told them that all wars are unjust and that
when duty calls, you don’t get to pick a war more of your
liking. Hoenig states clearly that it was his parents’ good
household environment, their guidance and his religious
background that gave him focus to survive his ordeal.
Hoenig discharged his firearm on multiple occasions and
says that he does not know or ever want to know if he ever
killed anyone. He lost many soldier friends and was with
them at their time of death during his tour. He said that he
had never wanted to visit the Vietnam Wall Museum in
Washington D.C., but there was a mobile Vietnam Wall
display at a cemetery that passed through in southwest
Oklahoma City and he elected to attend.
He recalls seeing a Vietnam helicopter on display and said
the moment he saw it, for the first time since returning, he
fell apart. Other vets and their families were trying to
console him and they asked if he knew anyone on the wall.
He confirmed that he did and asked someone if they would
look for the name Bland. They located it and when he walked
up to see, they asked him how he had known the soldier. His
reply was they were friends and that he had died in Vince’s
arms. Hoenig was never shot, but has bits of shrapnel in his

leg as a painful reminder of the experiences. When I called
him to see if he would be interested in telling his story, he
mentioned that he had extensive scrapbooks with letters
and photographs that his parents had saved, but he had
rarely looked at them since first returning more than 50
years ago.
During the extensive interview, I would pose unique
questions stirring up memories forgotten since their first
occurrence. Occasionally tearing or choking up with their
recall, he would say “Damn you’re good, I’ve never told any
of this to anyone ever before.” n
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