ionOK.com

JULY/AUGUST 2020

J.C. Watts leads
Black News Channel
Art Crawl attracts
more than 200 artists
in 33 cities
Dan Provo, Director
Oklahoma History Center

Oklahoma History Center —
new and exciting exhibits coming

Sudan refugee makes
home in Yukon
Agape Road provides
love in life, death

Lifestyle … Culture … Entertainment

publisher : Don Swift
assistant : Joni Yeager
editor : Tim Farley
editiorial assistant : Darian Woolbright
videographer : Jeremy Gossett
director of photography : Michael Downes
web site developer : Patrick Moore with Set Sail Media
web site developer : Nina Jones, Data Design Inc.
illustration : Rosemary Burke
graphic design : Wendy Mills
Advertising Sales
Don Swift
Photographers
Jeremy Gossett
Hugh Scott, Jr.
Tracy Reece
Jerry Hymer

Advertising Consultants
Peter Preksto
Contributors
fashion : Linda Miller
art : Joy Reed Belt
people : Peggy Gandy
social issues : Robbie Robertson
community : Lauren Wright
contributing writer : Sandi Davis
contributing writer : Greg Horton
contributing writer : M.A. Smith
contributing writer : M. J. Van Deventer
contributing writer : Julie York
contributing writer : Dorian Quillen
contributing writer : Kristen Marckmann

WE HATED ALGEBRA TOO.
OKAY, SO MAYBE WE LIKED IT A LITTLE.

BUT THAT DOESN’T MEAN
WE ARE ONLY ABOUT THE NUMBERS.

WHEN YOU WORK WITH

EVOLVE
YOU ARE GETTING A PARTNER DEVOTED TO

SNIFFING OUT ANSWERS TO

REAL
QUESTIONS
NOT JUST STATISTICS ABOUT YOUR BUSINESS.

WWW.EVOLVE-RESEARCH.COM

Contents

12

COVER STORY
12 Oklahoma History Center provides detailed heritage
by Tim Farley

ART

22

Art Crawl: COVID-19 inspired event that brought artists,
buyers together
by Tim Farley

LITERATURE
32 Chickasaw books receive state, national recognition

34

COMMUNITY
38 Agape Road: Love in Life and Death
by Tamara Hermen

PEOPLE
18 J. C. Watts leads Black News Channel
by Tim Farley

34

Francie Ekwereksu:
Nothing worth advocating for comes easy
by Garland McWatters

44

52

Lost Boys of Sudan: Refugee makes home in Yukon
by Bill Obrien

8 ion Oklahoma JULY/AUGUST 2020

28

FASHION

54

A treat for your feet
by Linda Miller

COMMENTARY
28 The show must go on! COVID-19 virus causes changes
in museum’s events
by M. J. Van Deventer

EVENTS
44 Modern Symphony Show House 2020 entertains guests

38

by Tamara Hermen

60

Myriad Gardens: July in the Gardens

SPORTS
64 OKC Energy 2020 schedule
65 OU 2020 Football Schedule
66 OSU 2020 Football Schedule
67 TU 2020 Football Schedule
68 UCO 2020 Football Schedule
TRAVEL
58 Buck Atom’s Cosmic Curios

58

IN EVERY ISSUE

10

Publisher’s Note

JULY/AUGUST 2020 ion Oklahoma 9

PUBLISHER’S NOTE
Dear Subscribers,

Welcome to ion Oklahoma Magazine. 2020 is the beginning of our
10th year in the publishing of the online digital lifestyle magazine and
news-entertaiment website www.ionok.com.
ion Oklahoma Magazine has grown to more than 46,400 subscribers located
primarily in four counties and 79 zip codes of central Oklahoma. Our six
printed editions published annually can be downloaded FREE from our website
or printed copies can be ordered on demand and mailed to your home or ofﬁce.
It is and has been our mission as storytellers to share the stories about
people and the tremendous progress Oklahoma is making as a state.
Today the State of Oklahoma has been experiencing a certain noticeable
growth among young people under the age 30. The cost of living is one of the
most affordable states in the nation. The unemployment rate in Oklahoma is
one of the lowest in the nation. The job opportunities for young tech savey entrepreneurs are
plentiful working in the gig economy marketplace.
In 2019, the NextGen Under 30 Award Recognition Program celebrated its ninth year and a
record response of 338 honorees from 241 different Oklahoma companies and organizations.
The inaugural NextGen Learns Online Virtual Live one day Leadership Conference has been
created and scheduled on July 24, 2020. Please visit www.nextgenlearns.com to learn more and
register for this conference directed for all Oklahomans. Please visit the website and click the
event information tab to watch the video and see the conference agenda. You will not want to
miss this conference created for Oklahomans by Oklahomans.
Please visit www.nextgenunder30.com and click on View Videos to watch the 2019 NextGen
Award Ceremony highlights video that was rebroadcast on June 6, 2020 on CBS Channel 9 OKC
and CBS Channel 6 Tulsa. The Nielsen TV ratings company reported to Grifﬁn Communication
that 33.400 households had their TV’s on during the time period of our TV program.
At ion Oklahoma Magazine we plan to publish many of the quality lifestyle stories from
Oklahomans who are best representing the “Oklahoma Spirit.” We want to hear from you, our
readers, and your stories, so please email your ideas, thoughts and success stories.
Sincerely,
Donald B. Swift, Publisher, www.ionok.com

oklahoma

“Like” us on facebook
facebook.com/pages/IonOklahoma-Online

Follow us on twitter @IonOklahoma
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COVER STORY

Oklahoma History Center
provides detailed heritage
BY TIM FARLEY

O

klahoma’s rich heritage in
commerce, aviation, sports and
numerous other areas can be
seen and read about in one place
– the Oklahoma History Center.
The History Center, with all of its exhibits and galleries, is
accredited by the American Alliance of Museums because of
its professional and management standards. The center
also is associated with the national Smithsonian Institute
and the National Archives.
In addition, the Oklahoma History Center’s credentials are
at the highest level because of its approach to collection
management and the galleries that educate visitors about
the state’s past.
“We offer the entire history of the state,” said Oklahoma
History Center Director Dan Provo, who has been with the
center since its doors opened to the public. “We have a
tremendous amount to offer anyone who visits the center. We
keep the history center new and fresh with exciting and
informative exhibits. They’re changing at all times. We don’t
12 ion Oklahoma JULY/AUGUST 2020

want to let things get stagnant.”
One of the most exciting exhibits that will one day arrive
at the history center is the Apollo command module from
Skylab 4, which stayed in space 84 days, Provo said. It was
the longest ﬂight of any Apollo mission.

Atrium bridge
Fireworks go off during the Grand Opening celebration.

The command module was scheduled to arrive at the
history center in May, but due to COVID-19 concerns, the
arrival has been delayed until the fall.
The ﬁgures surrounding the history center, its exhibits and
visitors are staggering. The history center offers indoor
exhibit space and six acres of outdoor exhibits. In addition,
about 2.5 million people are served by the history center
each year either through visits to the center or outreach
programs that go to schools and other venues.

Located on 18 acres across from the Oklahoma State
Capitol, the Oklahoma History Center is a beautifully
designed exploration of Oklahoma—past to present. Within
the 215,000 square-foot learning center are ﬁve galleries
and a Research Center.
Outside the museum, the Red River Journey offers visitors
a walking tour of the Red River Valley featuring landforms,
vegetation, and important historical locations. The grounds
also include an outdoor oilﬁeld exhibit with drilling derricks,
a portable derrick and machinery associated with Oklahoma
oil explorations.
THE HISTORY CENTER also is used an event venue with 400
outside events per year and 500 events hosted by the center.
JULY/AUGUST 2020 ion Oklahoma 13

Oklahoma History Center
800 Nazih Zuhdi Drive
Oklahoma City, OK 73105
405-522-0765

Museum Hours and Admission
Monday through Saturday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed Sunday, New Year’s Day,
Thanksgiving and Christmas
OHS Members
Free
Adults
$10
Seniors (age 62+)
$5
Students
$5
Children (under 5)
Free
Family (up to 8 people)
$25
Group rate (10+)
$7 per person
Active-duty military, veterans,
and dependents (with ID)
Free
Visitors under the age of 18 must be
accompanied by an adult.

Provo is proud that people to choose use the history center as a
venue for meetings, conferences, weddings, wedding receptions,
training sessions, ﬁlms and musicals.
Exhibits include “We Are Who We Were,” which is a tribute to the
American Indians. The gallery was developed with input from a
multi-tribal advisory group that offered feedback on events and
cultures which are historical but offer information on current events
about American Indians.
Another gallery, Crossroads of Commerce, offers insights into
Oklahoma’s business development, which actually spans 400 years.
The commerce gallery highlights companies and products that
originated in Oklahoma, including Ditch Witch, organ transplant
science, theaters and Sonic, which is known as America’s Drive-In.
The commerce gallery also has information on radio, television
and newspapers, the Oklahoma City Thunder basketball team,

Research Center Hours
Tuesday through Saturday
10 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.
Closed Sunday, Monday, and all state holidays
There is no charge to visit the Research Center
Devon Great Hall view of the Grand Opening.

A Chesapeake Event Center Dinner
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Devon Great Hall events with the capital view.

Bricktown and its rise from the ashes, plus dozens of
Oklahoma-made products.
Another interesting gallery surrounds the walk-in
representation of a 1838 steamboat that was excavated
from the Red River. The steamboat offers a glimpse into its
past, which included providing provisions to U.S. military
outposts on the western frontier at that time.
There’s information about Oklahoma’s history with the oil
and gas industry, civil rights, the impact of African
Americans in Oklahoma, the development of U.S. military
bases and stories about high-proﬁle sports ﬁgures such as
Major League Baseball legend Mickey Mantle and Jim
Thorpe, who is arguably the greatest athlete of all time.
The Oklahoma Historical Society, which is the umbrella
organization for the history center, was created in 1893 to
collect and preserve newspapers from across the state.
Today, there are about 1.5 million photographs and
negatives from Oklahoma newspapers. The historical ﬁlm
JULY/AUGUST 2020 ion Oklahoma 15

Chesapeake Event Center Grand Opening.
OERB classroom

collection, which includes news reels and silent movies,
provides about 15 million feet of footage.
Provo contends the facility’s research center offers the
most “magniﬁcent resource” with a large collection of maps
and documents that assist researchers and genealogists
who work to develop their own family trees.
Education component is another important part of the
Oklahoma History Center. School visits by OHC staff reach
about 40,000 students each year, covering 55 of the state’s
77 counties. Staff members use education trunks that are
designed to teach various part of Oklahoma’s history.
Cumulatively, about 110,000 school age youngsters are
impacted by the history center when combining school visits
by OHC staff and student tours at the center.
“It’s amazing to see the building (history center) full of
kids,” Provo said. “It’s a tremendous thing to get to watch
that happen. We want all Oklahomans to feel like this center
is theirs, and something they can participate in.” n
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PEOPLE

J.C. Watts leads Black News Channel
during turbulent times
BY TIM FARLEY

O

klahoma native J.C. Watts
is known in the Sooner
State for running the OU
wishbone offense to
perfection. He’s an accomplished
businessman and played a key role
in U.S. House decisions from 1995
to 2003 when he represented the
4th congressional district.
At one time, Watts was one of only two black
Republicans in the U.S. House. He was elected to
the 4th District on Nov. 8, 1994 with 52 percent of
the vote, making Watts the ﬁrst black Republican
U.S. representative from south of the Mason-Dixon
Line since Reconstruction. When Watts won election
in 1994, Oklahoma’s 4th District was 90 percent
white and had been represented by Democrats since
1922.
Without question, Watts knows and understands
challenges and obstacles. That’s why he never gave
up his idea to develop a news network designed for
black news consumers. The Black News Channel,
located in Tallahassee, Florida, was 15 years in its
development, and in February, the BNC hit the
airwaves as COVID-19 struck America, President
Donald Trump was facing daily attacks and the
death of George Floyd wasn’t far behind.
Watts, an ordained Baptist preacher from
Eufaula, Oklahoma, said that trifecta of news
events has kept the staff at BNC busy beyond belief.
Actually, it’s more than Watts could have imagined.
18 ion Oklahoma JULY/AUGUST 2020

“It’s great to have a news director with 50 years in the business,”
Watts said while referring to Gary Wordlaw, vice president of
programming and news. “It would have been nice if the virus could
have held off for a year and a half instead of a month and a half.
From a content perspective, I don’t know if we could have created
more content.”
In the face of these issues, Watts believes the Black News Channel

is “more relevant today than Feb. 10 when we launched. We Helen Watts. Buddy Watts was a Baptist minister, cattle
have a bright future.”
trader, the ﬁrst black police ofﬁcer in Eufaula and a member
The future means putting the black community at the
of the Eufaula City Council.
front and center on all issues in some form or another, Watts
There were other ﬁrsts that his son, J.C., would experience
contends. Since launching the network, the black community later in life. J.C. Watts is the ﬁfth of six children who grew
has welcomed the BNC.
up in the poor rural neighborhood of Eufaula. He was also
“They were clamoring for news and programming that was one of two black children who integrated the Jefferson Davis
culturally speciﬁc for them,” he said. “Our goal is to give a
Elementary School in Eufaula and the ﬁrst black quarterbroader perspective for the African American community. We back at Eufaula High School.
want to make sure we grow our footprint so people can see us.”
Watts was recruited by OU football coach Barry Switzer to
As co-founder of BNC, Watts understands the news
run the wishbone offense, but the gridiron success almost
industry probably better than most. He holds a journalism
didn’t happen. He almost quit the team twice, but his father
degree from the University of Oklahoma, he’s been
talked the young man into returning to the team. Watts
interviewed too many times to count and he’s articulate. He’s would never regret those decisions.
also passionate about the news channel and its bright
“I tell people Eufaula gave me my roots and the University
future.
of Oklahoma gave me my wings,” he said.
“I guess I was too stupid to quit,” he
Those wings, which included a
joked. “It took 15 years to get the
plethora of athletic honors and
“For every 17-year-old
distribution we need. We also know this
accolades, also gave Watts the
who is being carted off
business is different than it was 15
opportunity of a lifetime after leading
to
jail
I
can
show
you
50
years ago or even ﬁve years ago. It’s a
the OU Sooners to greatness during
who
are
trying
to
make
changing industry.”
the 1979 and 1980 seasons when OU
As a result, Watts and his team at
won consecutive Orange Bowl
their mother proud.”
BNC are willing to adapt and change
championships.
— J.C. Watts
when necessary, he said.
Watts played several seasons in the
The news channel is reaching about 142 million
Canadian Football League but later headed into business
households through Dish, Comcast, Charter, Amazon and
and government.
other outlets.
“I was fortunate to see a lot of the world and had the
opportunity to see our nation up close and personal,” he
Front man
recalled. “If I may be so bold, I’ve had 62 years of living a
Yes, Watts is the co-founder of BNC, but he’s also a ﬁrstblessed and fortunate life and I’ve had the personal
rate front man who can speak on any topic. But it hasn’t
experience to speak to any situation we see in society.”
always been that way.
Those experiences, which aren’t all positive, prepared
He grew up in a rural impoverished neighborhood in
Watts for this moment as co-founder of the BNC.
Eufaula, but fortunately for Watts he excelled in sports. That
“I understand situations involving black quarterbacks. I
provided this gifted youngster a springboard to future
understand the black and white communities and I’ve had
greatness and stardom on so many levels.
my experiences with law enforcement. I was stopped as a
But ﬁrst, he was forced to endure hardships and challenges member of Congress in Norman, Oklahoma, and was
based on race. Watts was born to J.C. “Buddy” Watts Sr., and humiliated publicly. The (police) chief sent me a backdoor
JULY/AUGUST 2020 ion Oklahoma 19

apology a week later.”
Watts recalled days in Oklahoma when he was racially
proﬁled in department stores, and many times when he was
forced to sit in the theater’s balcony while his white friends
sat downstairs.
Still, Watts is not a supporter of defunding police departments or violence during protests. His approach resembles
Martin Luther King, Jr., who led the civil rights movement
and advocated for change through peaceful protests.
“My challenge is not to speak to it (racial divide) out of
bitterness, but to speak to it to make us better,” Watts said.

News consumption
Americans have watched more news about presidential
scandals, police brutality and a deadly virus on numerous
platforms than any other time since the 1960s when civil
unrest and the Vietnam War were front and center.
Speaking about the current scandals and events, Watts
said, “We literally were forced to watch those things and our
humanity was shattered.”
Watts compared the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis
to the scene in Birmingham, Ala., in 1963 when Police Chief
Bull Connor ordered the use of ﬁre hoses and police attack
dogs against black civil rights protesters.
“We’ve seen it (George Floyd video) so many times. It (Floyd’s
death) doesn’t reconcile with my humanity,” Watts said.
Still, Watts has high hopes for America and the black
community in particular.
“For every 17-year-old who is being carted off to jail I can
show you 50 who are trying to make their mother proud,” he
said.
When he was in Congress, Watts was a strong supporter of
incarceration reform and sentencing reform as America’s
poor were often left to rot in jail while more afﬂuent people
could afford bail and a private lawyer.
“We need to have civilized conversations about these
issues and others or they’ll never be resolved,” he said. n
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ART

COVID-19 inspired event that brought
artists and buyers together
BY TIM FARLEY
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M

ore than 240 artists in 33 Oklahoma
cities showed off their work during the
first Art Crawl hosted by the Oklahoma
Visual Arts Coalition last month.

The Art Crawl, held June 27-28, was conceived because of the COVID-19
virus, which has caused many galleries to shut down since attendance
dropped off the last four months.
Alexa Goetzinger, associate director of the Oklahoma Visual Arts
Coalition (OVAC) said the event was a success with artists “hungry to
show their work” to the public.
“I look forward to see how it impacted artists in smaller cities,” she
said.
The OVAC is conducting a survey of all the artist locations that the
public drove by as they viewed art in a different way than usual.
“The idea was to get the community involved,” Goetzinger said. “Some
areas had better attendance than others. It (Art Crawl) created a
destination point for some areas.”
At some locations, as many as 50-60 people drove by and viewed the art.
Although Art Crawl was a COVID-19 speciﬁc event, Goetzinger
said OVAC ofﬁcials are trying to determine if they’ll conduct a
second event.
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“There’s the potential for doing it again, but in a different
way,” she said.
Artist Suzanne Mears, of Oklahoma City, said the Art Crawl
was a “brilliant idea.”
“With COVID and the economy like it is, this was an
opportunity for people to get in their cars, drive to the
various locations and see art put out in the driveway or on
the sidewalk,” she said. “It was really to get more exposure
for the artists and to get people out of their houses.”
Mears said she counted about 40 to 45 people drive by her
art showing on Saturday.
“It was a steady drive-by,” she said. “People would put
their masks on and we’d talk about the items they might
want to buy. It was a chance to market my work, which I
haven’t done lately. This was a competition in a way
(between artists) for people to buy your work.”
Mears displayed glass sculptures, paintings and digital
paintings.
“I got a wonderful response from people who drove by,”
she said. “Some people would drive down here to say hi and
good luck. I thought it was very, very sweet.”
24 ion Oklahoma JULY/AUGUST 2020

Krystle Brewer, executive director for the Oklahoma Visual
Arts Coalition, said, “The arts are essential. Art has the
power to enrich our lives and connect us to each other in
this moment of social distancing.”
Visitors were able to see a variety of artwork ranging from
contemporary paintings to jewelry to ceramics. Some artwork
was offered for sale through no-contact purchasing.
Jennifer Scanlan, an independent curator who facilitate
the Art Crawl, said this was the ﬁrst time such an event
encompassed the entire state.
OVAC is partnered with a number of other organizations to
spread the word and make the event an Oklahoma-wide
celebration of the visual arts, including 108|Contemporary,
Ada Aesthetics Medispa, ahha Tulsa, Allied Arts, Art Group
OKC, Arts Council Oklahoma City, ARTSPACE at Untitled, The
Art Hall, Edmond Fine Arts Institute, Factory Obscura,
Firehouse Art Center, Living Arts of Tulsa, Norman Arts
Council, North Gallery Studio, Oklahoma Arts Council,
Oklahoma Arts Institute, Paseo Arts Association, Plains
Indians and Pioneer Museum, Prairie Arts Center, and The
Vault Art Space and Gathering Place. n

Participating Artists
Bethany
Patrick's Arts of Oklahoma
Edmond
Amy Duffy
Dead Feather
Erica Bonavida
Katherine Sanders
Kerry Billington
Lilly Jones
Midwest City
Bryon Perdue Jr.
Kurt McDaniel
Kitra Smith
Mark Art Pottery
Moore
Soni Parsons
Norman
Audra Urquhart
Augustine Smith
Cat's Eye Magica
Don Holladay
Douglas Shaw Elder
Ginna Dowling
Kim Walker Ray
Leslie Waugh Dallam
Micah Wesley
Mad Does Things: Mad
World Art
MAINSITE Contemporary Art
Mat Reed
Natasha Cottrell
Scouting Rubies
Sylvie Mayer
Tess Elliot
Tim Kenney
Tony Grider Fine Art Images

Piedmont
Laurel Wilson
Shawnee
Celeste Shields, Railee
Primeaux, and Audrey
Fields
Community Art GalleryMultiple Artists
Belinda Hilburn
Charles N Clark "Kitode"
Dan Black
Jessica Teal Craig
Jose Saenz
Lord Dylan Strait
Stormwalker
Robin Green
Scott Baird
Sebrina Lynam
Sonya Spears

Spencer
Mary Thoma
Tecumseh
Make it Yours Store
Yukon
Michael H. Hintze
Northeast OK:
Bixby
John Kennington
Broken Arrow
Ambs Welch
Art by Jan McKay
Aubree Karner
Bonart
Steve Coleman
Glenpool
Gary Mason
Hominy
Kimberly Lollis-McCauley

Muskogee
Kimberly Smith
Mandy Lynn Portrait Artist
Tony Corbell
Owasso
Images for Inspiration
Kristin Gentry
Sapulpa
John Olivas
Sapulpa Artists' Guild
Tahlequah
Britney Barnard
Caadi Francis
Kindra Swafford
Tahlequah Creates Art
Gallery
Tulsa
Angelina Pantoja
Art of Esthetics Studio
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Brad Morrow
Cindy Swanson
David Douthitt
Hershel Self
Kate Lehman
Katrinka Booth
Katy Bruce
Lydia Moore
Margaret and Scott Aycock
Marjorie Atwood
Matt Ruyle
Neil Cluck
Pantojaart
Pat and Candacee White
Pop Up Playscape
Rebecca J Joskey
Roger Disney
Rosedale Studio
Scott Taylor
Shane Nearman
Shauna Henry
Sheila Hopper
Skeletree Arts
Steve Tomlin
Taylor Painter-Wolfe
Tulsa Stained Glass

Urban Art Lab Studios
Vincent Ur
Wollard Studios
Central OK
OKC
Alcnrart
Alexandra Brodt Illustration
Alyona Kostina
ARTSPACE at Untitled Multiple Artists
Aeddon Wegrzyn
Alexandra Rivas
Alyssa Underwood
Angela Ulloa
Anna Humes
Avery Underwood
Carol Webster
Dan Garrett
Debbie Whitacre
Debi Wanzer
Donna Prigmore
Elizabeth Richards
Eric Martinez
Eugene Mckeown
Kenny McCage
Khanh Vu
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LaVeryl Lower
Matin Alavi
Maureen Harvey
MJ Henderson Smith
MOD QUAD: Agnes Stradler,
AnnaVittoria Conner-Pickett
Montserrat Ruffin
Nichole Burroughs
Rachel Minick
Valeria Angulo
Wendy Fox
Anita Fortuna
Aztrid Moan
Barbara Fluty
Basically Bostick Projects
Bethany Higgins
Board Bear Press & Thready
or Not - Multiple Artists
Ashley Showalter
Chandler Domingos
Emily Madden
Gabriel Hancock
Kyndall Rainey
Malcolm Zachariah
Maria Chaverri
Skelley Queen Art

Virginia Sitzes
Brayer&Brush
Bridget Moore
Bryan Boone
Carpe Artem Art Gallery
Charlotte New
Christina Pickard and
Robin Orbach Starke
CKilburn Artistry
Clarissa Sharp
Connect: Collect
Connie Seabourn
Contemporary Art Gallery
Diana Robinson
Diane Goldschmidt
Don Narcomey
Dorothy Woolbright
Ember Boland
Emma Difani
Factory Obscura
Femme Riott Creative
Femolition: Emerging
Female Artists Under 25
GentleSoul Arts
Ginger Adair
Herb Graves

Janice Montgomery
Jasmine Jones
JASWORX Fused Glass by
Jim Shelley
Jenny Bullard Art
Jenny Woodruff
Jerry Bennett
Jerry Bergin
Jes Petrus
Jill Coleman
Jim Reznicek
Jim Richard Originals
JT Coburn
Kathy Buttry
Kathy Martin
Kayla Louviere
Kirstie Thorn
Kris Fairchild
Laura Story
Lawrence Naff
Lilly Gilmore

Liz Boudreaux
Local Lather Soap Shop
Narciso Argüelles
Nicole Moan
O. Gail Poole
Oliver Chase Coburn
Paul Bagley
Pigs Fly Shop
Polly Sharp
Pootinella's ARTworld
Ranee McBride
Rascal Pack
Rhiya Shepherd
Rick & Tracey Bewley
Sabrina Sims
SaDawna Coburn
Sam Douglas
Sarah Day-Short
Sean Giboney
Sonni Adams
Stefani Nachatilo

Studio Six - 4 artists
Gayle Curry
Marissa Raglin
Michelle Metcalfe
Sue Moss Sullivan
Suzanne Wallace Mears
Terry Clark
The Art Hall
Trayson Conner
Northern OK
Crescent
Shelly Goodmanson
Enid
Ben Ezzell
Dawn Muncy
Hive Appeal
Romy Owens
Sharon Sudduth
Guthrie
Home Sweet Home on the
Range

Nina Albrecht
Stillwater
Calli Heflin
Modella Gallery
Priscilla Kinnick
Northwest OK
Woodward
Bob Beatley
Larry K. Hill Studios
Southeast OK
McAlister
Jason Wilson
Southern OK
Ada
Cody Wilson
Kelly Pennington
Sandy Ingram
Tom Smith
Paul Walsh
Ardmore
L. A. Scott
Marvin's Place Art Gallery
Patsy Lane
Pauls Valley
Irmgard Geul
Sulphur
Gayla Hollis
Wynnewood
Shirley Quaid
Southwest OK
Chickasha
Savy Pallette
Frederick
Valarie Clayton
Lawton
Henry Poppe

Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition • 1720 N. Shartel Ave. Suite B • Oklahoma City, OK 73103 • (405)879-2400
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COMMENTARY

THE SHOW MUST GO ON!
COVID-19 virus causes changes in museum’s events
BY M. J. VAN DEVENTER

T

he show must go on! That’s the
posture of the National Cowboy &
Western Heritage Museum in the
face of this continuing mysterious
virus pandemic. The 300 artists from
across the country, who participate in the
annual Prix de West exhibition, are
thrilled.
After all, this show is the epitome of talent in the western
art world. For an artist, being invited to participate in this
premier Western art event often marks a pivotal turning
point in their career. Although it’s being staged almost three
months later than its usual early June date, they are ecstatic
the show will go on.
Now, the prestigious show will actually open August 1. The
gala weekend event that brings artists and collectors
together will be held September 12-13. This is deﬁnitely a
marked change in the way the show is being exhibited. It’s a
smart change too. Potential buyers now have more than a
month to preview the art and contemplate their purchases.
28 ion Oklahoma JULY/AUGUST 2020

September 12 will be the evening of the sale. It’s an
incredibly exciting night for art enthusiasts. Having worked
at the Museum for 18 years, I produced the art catalogue
and loved every minute of the Prix de West events. I can say,
with authority, it’s a fabulous sale evening — a fantastic,
free-spirited auction.
Even if you’re not buying any of the art, there’s something

Eric Bowman, Into the Mystic (40x40) oil

special about being in the company of famous artists. Even
better, they are so accessible for conversation. You can ask
them anything about their art and they are so willing to
enlighten you. Two new artists will be showing their work
this year — Teresa Elliott and Eric Bowman.
The Prix de West introduced me to a ﬁeld of art I was not
familiar with, beyond my frequent trips to Santa Fe, which
has been my “go to” place since the mid-1960s. My last
recent trip there was my 80th to this mecca for
southwestern artists.

This year, the Prix de West offers more than 300 paintings
and sculptures by the ﬁnest contemporary Western artists in
the nation. The art features works ranging from historical
subject matter that reﬂects the early days of the West to
more contemporary and impressionistic pieces. Landscapes,
wildlife art and illustrative scenes are showcased in this
world-class exhibition.
What is also special about the sale weekend is the range
of seminar topics that encompass historical and contemporary issues in the art world. The art demonstrations are
JULY/AUGUST 2020 ion Oklahoma 29

Elliott Teresa, FreeMare

also equally as informative, presenting a wide range of artrelated topics. It is enlightening to see an artist approach a
blank canvas or a lump of clay and bring it to life in one
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afternoon. Even the Museum store gets in the spirit of the
weekend with fabulous trunk shows by well-known vendors.
Natalie Shirley, Museum president and chief executive
ofﬁcer said, “Prix de West is the most anticipated event in
the Western art world, and it is our honor to continue this
tradition for its 48th year. The safety and well-being of our
patrons, volunteers and staff is always our top priority here
at The Cowboy. Prix de West draws visitors and buyers from
all over the country, and we believe postponing the
exhibition and sale until this fall will give the public the
best possible opportunity to see these fantastic pieces of art
and participate in the sale.”
Reservations are required for this event, although
proxy bidding is available, which is another smart
move by this world class museum. n
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LITERATURE

Chickasaw books receive state,
national recognition

T

wo books, both publications from
Chickasaw Press, have received
recognition at the state and national
level.

Graphic novel “Chickasaw Adventures: The Complete
Collection” was honored by two national organizations of
independent publishers. Michelle Cooke’s “Protecting Our
People” received a state award for its design and national
recognition as historical ﬁction.
“Protecting Our People” was named a ﬁnalist in the Oklahoma
Book Awards design category. Gentry Fisher designed the book
and Corey Fetters created the cover. Both Fetters and Fisher are
previous Oklahoma Book Award ﬁnalists for their design work
with Chickasaw Press.
The annual book awards program, which received 134 entries
this year, honors books about the state and books written,
illustrated and designed by Oklahomans during the previous
year. “Protecting Our People” was praised for its “serious yet
welcoming feel” book design, especially its velvet laminated,
tactile dust jacket with vintage photograph cover as well as the
uncluttered and consistent layout.
In the book, Cooke provides a comprehensive look at Indian
Territory law enforcement in the Chickasaw Nation through
carefully compiled biographies, service records and vintage
photos. It is a detailed account of the Chickasaw lawmen who
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served as Lighthorse ofﬁcers, sheriffs, constables, U.S.
Indian Police and U.S. marshals. She also chronicles the
reestablishment of the Chickasaw Nation’s Lighthorse
Police as a cutting-edge law enforcement department.
The Independent Book Publishers Association Benjamin
Franklin Award program named “Chickasaw Adventures:
The Complete Collection” a gold ﬁnalist in its graphic
novel category. It is considered one of the highest
national honors for independent publishers. The program
includes 56 categories recognizing excellence in book
editorial and design.
The graphic novel features artwork by the late Marvel and
DC Comics veteran Tom Lyle. As readers follow its main
character Johnny on his journey through essential scenes of
American Indian history and culture, they also encounter
words and names in the Chickasaw language, which are
deﬁned in the glossary included at the end. This collection
combines seven published “Chickasaw Adventures” comic
books with ﬁve previously unreleased issues to create a
unique, epic graphic novel that brings the history and
culture of the Chickasaw people to life.
The Independent Publisher Book Awards, designed to
increase recognition to deserving titles published by

independent authors and publishers, also honored the
“Chickasaw Adventures: The Complete Collection” in the
graphic novel category and “Protecting Our People:
Chickasaw Law Enforcement in
Indian Territory” in the category of best non-ﬁction in the
Midwest region.
Chickasaw Press is an independent publishing house of
the Chickasaw Nation, the ﬁrst American Indian publisher of
its kind. Its goal is to preserve, perpetuate and provide an
awareness of Chickasaw history and culture, by providing an
outlet for Chickasaw authors and scholars. n
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Francie Ekwereksu:
Nothing worth advocating for comes easy
She’s part of the TEEM that works with poor jail inmates
BY GARLAND C MCWATTERS

W

hen Francie Ekwerekwu found
out at age 16 she was the
daughter of an incarcerated
father, it changed the
trajectory of her life.
“At that point it shattered everything I ever knew about
myself, my life, my family, and my place in the big picture of
this world,” she said.
Francie confessed an immediate need to understand the
existence of her father as an inmate. She praises a village of
caring individuals in Arlington, Texas who helped her mother
raise her and her brothers to become successful individuals.
As she navigated through college and the DePaul
University law school, Francie knew that somehow she would
work with prisoners and particularly incarcerated parents.
A law school internship in Illinois prisons was therapeutic.
“It helped me understand my own life and my father’s life
and his incarceration,” she said.
By the time she completed her studies, she was
committed to her path.
“I realized there is a huge systematic problem, and I just
couldn’t walk away ... and be done with it.”
Getting involved in Oklahoma
After coming to Oklahoma, Francie met State
Representative Jeannie McDaniel (House District 78 in Tulsa)
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Francie, in her office at TEEM, reviews the work of case
managers, corresponds with judges, attorneys, the County jail
and Pretrial Release clients.

who connected her with a statewide taskforce helping
children of incarcerated parents. Through that involvement,
she met Kris Steele, the executive director of TEEM (The
Education and Employment Ministry) and a leader in the
state’s criminal justice reform movement.
Steele hired her as a case manager, and after she passed
the bar exam, Francie became a pretrial site supervisor and
attorney working in the Oklahoma County Court system on
bail and bond issues. She also is involved in criminal justice
reform dealing with bail and bonding.
On any given day there are about 13,000 people in

Francie, working in her capacity as an Assistant Public
Defender at the Oklahoma County PDO.

Oklahoma jails. Most of them are being held in a pretrial
status simply because they are too poor to post bail. The
process totally disrupts a person’s life because they can sit
in jail for more than a month unable to work or pay their
bills.
Francie says her ultimate goal each day is to see one less
child who doesn’t have to grow up the way she did, the child
of an incarcerated parent.
“The fact that we have hundreds of thousands of children
who are identiﬁed that way in Oklahoma is just sickening to
me, and if I can be any part of helping those children, that’s
what I’m here for. That’s my calling,” she said.
Not a get out of jail free card
When TEEM takes on a client to bond them out of jail, the
client ﬁrst must make it through a stringent vetting process.
Not only is TEEM’s reputation on the line, but the judges who
sign off on the pretrial release are risking their reputations
if clients don’t follow through.
Clients are assigned a TEEM case manager who supports

Francie, her son Samson, and TEEM coworker Emma volunteering
at Life Church, Edmond in hopes to recruit more mentors for
TEEM program clients.

the individual through the pre-trial process to help them
shore up their life, fulﬁll their commitment to the program,
and show up for their court date.
“The case managers are the true heroes,” Francie claims.
She admits that her personal goal is to develop mitigation
for her clients in order to ultimately help them avoid prison
time.
After the case is disposed of, TEEM follows up regularly for
three more years. Since 2017 TEEM’s recidivism rate in more
than 800 cases is only 5 percent, according to Francie.
TEEM is heavy on personal accountability. Through the
program, clients can get more clear about their life and do
something productive. Francie talked about one individual
who was facing a 10-year prison sentence if the district
attorney got his way. Francie was able to convince the DA to
give him a chance. The client became a model client,
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Francie with TEEM Pretrial Release Initiative case managers and
intake specialist. From left to right, Elise, Mackenzie, Tyler,
Francie, Brandon, Megan and Candice.

working hard to overcome his difﬁculties. In doing so, he
transitioned into a community sentencing program, instead
of going to prison, where he developed into a peer recovery
specialist and is now helping save others.
Personal growth
“A calling is joyful and exciting, and it gives you purpose,
but it also gives you pain, stress, and sorrow, and a lot of
lost sleep,” Francie said, speaking about her work.
She has also learned some important lessons working in
the criminal justice system, such as patience—both with
the system and her clients.
She has also seen the effects of mental illness up close
and personal.
“Ninety-ﬁve to ninety-nine percent of our clientele selfidentify with needing mental health resources. Mental
illness is a large contributor to our clientele’s problems that
caused them to be in the criminal justice system. We are
largely incarcerating people because they are mentally ill
and have not had correct help thus far.”
Most of all she has experienced racism. Born to a white
mother and Nigerian father, Francie explains, that although
she’s light-skinned, people perceive her as a black woman.
“I don’t get treated mixed or white. I get treated black.
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Francie with Pretrial Release Initiative intern, Elise, and a TEEM
Re-Entry program client.

Especially in the criminal justice system, there is a large,
very daunting, very hateful presence of systemic racism,”
she said. “It’s not that I didn’t know I was black or I didn’t
know that racism was out there, but I didn’t know the depth
of the hate. I didn’t know the evilness of the hate . . .
resulting in innocent people going to prison for a long time.”
Experiencing the difﬁculties and systemic issues that
contribute to the poor being incarcerated at higher rates,
makes Francie that much more committed to her cause. She
tells others who advocate for any cause, “Don’t let the harsh
realities and obstacles deter you. They are part of the
journey. They are signs you are doing the right thing. Nothing
worth advocating for comes easy.”
Listen to the entire Spirit of Leading podcast with Francie
Ekwerekwu at https://www.inpoweredtolead.com/solpodcast/ n

COMMUNITY

Agape Road: Love in Life and Death
BY TAMARA HERMEN

L

ove and caring for the people at
the end of their lives is the
mission of Agape Road and its
employees.

“So this is our little house,” Julie Brown said.
Her red hair, bright blue eyes and enthusiastic demeanor
stand in sharp contrast to what people would expect from
someone who is introducing a house where people come to
die.
Brown is the executive director of Agape Road, Inc. In
Julie Brown

partnership with hospice, they give physical and emotional
care to their guests until the end of life’s journey.
”We don’t charge for our services,” Brown explained. “We
just love on people.”

First in Oklahoma City
Agape Road is a three-bedroom house on a corner lot in
Bethany, Oklahoma. From the outside you would not notice
anything different about the neighborhood property. On the
inside, you’ll find it’s the first social model hospice in the
Oklahoma City metropolitan area.
The house is tastefully decorated with all donated items –
from furniture and paintings to china. Donations from past
guests are especially meaningful.
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Several of Agape Road’s core beliefs describe their
philosophies related to care:
“We will collaborate with local hospices.”
“We believe that everyone deserves a loving, homelike
environment to spend their last days”
“We believe that all people are worthy of love and deserve
to live out their life with dignity and peace.”
“We believe that caring for someone in their last days and
hours is sacred.”
Agape Road works in conjunction with hospice, but
operates in a different manner.
“Ours is different, because we are what is called a social
model hospice which is the house,” Brown explained. “We
are not hospice, but we take care of those on hospice.
Hospice is still fully in control. They come in. We follow what
hospice tells us. You know, we are just the care givers.”
Brown has extensive background in the area of care
giving. She is trained as a registered nurse and worked for
25 years in the ﬁelds of hospice and oncology.
“I worked for INTEGRIS for 25 years and 20 of those was
with hospice,” Brown said. “After I left hospice, I was still in
the INTEGRIS system. I was a case manager on the ninth
ﬂoor, which was the oncology ﬂoor.”

“This is kind of hospice plus,” she added. “You know when
I did hospice, you go into the home and you are just there for
a short time. You do what you need to do and you get out.
But here, you are there 24/7. Or eight hours or 12 hours or
whatever we are working. You really get to know those people
and get to love them. Even if they are a little bit contrary.”
When asked, “What is the one thing you want people to
know about Agape Road?” Brown answered immediately.
“I think our mission statement that no one has to die
alone, in pain or in fear. Nobody teaches us how to die. It’s a
scary thing,” she said. “So just to know that there are
people who will be there, who will hold your hand. And talk
you through it and explain things to you.”
“We’re going to walk this road with them,” Brown said.

The house is tastefully decorated with all donated items – from
furniture and paintings to china.
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Two Months Restart
From the touching and moving stories Brown has to share
about the interactions at Agape Road, one would get the
impression the facility had been open for years. In reality, it
was two months. Then COVID-19 struck.
After much work and planning, Agape Road opened on
February 5, 2020. They closed in early April due to the
pandemic.
“PPE (personal protective equipment) was getting scarce
and if somebody got sick I didn’t have any extra staff,” she
explained. “We just didn’t know where COVID was going
either. We just didn’t know what was happening.”
Agape Road is slated to reopen by July. There is already a
waiting list for their services, including the environment
they provide where family members can be close and the
hominess of the setting is designed to bring a warmth and
peace.
“Hardly a week has gone by through all of this that I
haven’t had a call from a social worker or a hospice saying,
‘Hey, are you open? We are looking for a bed,’” Brown said.
“It’s so needed. Oh my gosh. It is so, so needed.”

to be on hospice and a prognosis of 30 days or less,” Brown
explained.
“We have taken care of ﬁve guests. All women. Which was
interesting,” Brown added. “Wonderful people. And so
different.”
“You don’t know who these people are that are coming
through the door. You really don’t. You’ve got to meet them
where they are at. Whatever that is,” she said. “My point is,
we don’t know these people or what their life has been like.
Or why they are the way they are. People don’t know why I
am the way I am. We’ve just got to meet them where they
are. And treat them with the dignity that anybody deserves.”
Not only does the patient receive tender, loving care, but
the family members are given an avenue to just be family,
and be present without all the burdens.

Family, Love and Laughter
Few Qualifications Necessary
There are three criteria for a guest to be admitted to
Agape Road.
“They have to have a DNR, Do Not Resuscitate. They have
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Agape Road provides an alternative to families who ﬁnd
themselves in a complex situation with a loved one that is
dying.
“So one of the ladies we had, she didn’t have insurance

and her daughter was working three jobs,” Brown said. “And
there was no one else. So she had no place for her momma
to go.”
“But you know, what a loving, lovely thing that they can
come and be cared for. And family can be family. You know,
they can be a caregiver here if they want to, but they don’t
have to,” Brown explained. “That’s kind of the thing we want
to take away from them. Not because the families are a
burden, but because caregiving is difﬁcult. It is hard for a
family member to do that.”
There are ﬁve caregivers on staff, including Brown, who
work around-the-clock for their guests.
“They are not alone,” Brown said. There is always a
caregiver at the house around and one family member also
can stay 24/7.
Additionally, it can be a tremendous emotional situation

for the family, and the physical requirements of caring for a
dying loved one can be daunting.
“This way, we can take those things off the family and
they can just be there. Just love and laugh,” Brown said.
“The one lady we had here at the end of the hall, the one
lady we had here for 30 days. Talk about a family that
laughed and had a good time. I’m telling you, there were
times they were so loud the family in the room next to them,
I would go over to them and say, ‘Are they getting too loud
over there?’ And they’d go ‘No. No, we love it. We love
hearing when there’s laughter.’”
Family pets also are allowed visits.
“So we are very faith-based here,” Brown said. “We don’t
want to push that on anybody, but we certainly want them to
feel the love of God.”
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No Charge Inclusiveness
This social model hospice approach is inclusive on a
number of levels. It’s a comprehensive system that offers
families an alternative to hospitalization, a skilled care
facility or care-taking at home. The cost is zero.
“It is totally free,” Brown reiterated. “We run on donations,
memorials, grants and fundraisers.”
This non-proﬁt organization’s board of directors works
alongside Brown to bring the social model hospice concept
to Oklahoma City.
“So we’ve got a great businessman on our board. We’ve
got a CPA, and we’ve got an attorney. We have all these
people who have the knowledge that I don’t have.”
The board of directors and staff sharing their gifts
ensures there is the gift of this end-of-life facility for the
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community.
“Outside each room we have candles,” she said. “So we
have these candles that when someone passes away, then
we will light the candle, and leave that for 24 hours just so
people know that someone has passed. Just out of reverence
and respect for them.”
Brown talked about the Super Bowl commercial this past
January sponsored by New York Life and how it highlighted
all the different types of love.
“They talked about Agape being the highest kind of love,”
she said. “That’s what it is.”
For more information about Agape Road contact Julie
Brown, RN, Executive Director at (405) 990-7761 or
agaperoadokc@gmail.com, 6601 N.W. 48th Street, Bethany,
OK 73008, or visit agaperoad.org. n

EVENTS

MODERN SYMPHONY SHOW HOUSE 2020
entertains guests
BY TAMARA HERMEN

T

he 2020 Symphony Show House had many
twists and turns for patrons visiting the
modern, completely-renovated home situated
on a large corner lot in Nichols Hills.

Staircases and walkways, sunken pit, ﬁrst ﬂoor horseshoe design wrapping
around a center pool and second story room nicknamed the “tree house”
offered a design feast throughout the nearly 8,000 square foot home.
“Modern, unique and vast,” were the three words Chris Stinchcomb used to
describe the 47th annual Symphony Show House. Stinchcomb is Guest Artist
Liaison/Concert Operations and Interim Show House Manager for the Oklahoma
City Philharmonic. He manned the Show House during its run from June 13-28.
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Overlooking the livingroom and stairway.
the livingroom
home office
master bedroom
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In describing what made this particular Show House so
appealing, Stinchcomb said it is “the departure from the
norm for us. We tend to do more historic or older homes,
which are always beautiful, but we’ve not done much in the
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way of industrial, modern design. Not to mention, the
owners were very generous working with us.”
Locally owned and operated, A List Construction totally
renovated the property, which includes a brand-new Á

the house has multiple living and entertaining areas
patio family room
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The OKC Philharmonic and OKC Orchestra
League are grateful to the designers who
gave of their time, talent and resources to
transform the house into a masterpiece.
Elizabeth Richardson, Adorn
Rosinna Gies, Amini’s Galleria
Tuesday Fay and Halah Songer, Bob Mills
Furniture
Abbie Wilkerson, Aleks Payne & Doris Medrano,
Calvert’s Plant Interiors
Crystal Carte, Carte’s Interiors
Shara Castillo, Castle Rock Granite
Cindy Raby, Cindy Raby Interiors
Patti Williams, The Enchanted Cottage
Nora Johnson, Johnson Manor Interior Design
Jeff Muse & Beth Ketchum, K&N Interior Fabrics
Katelynn Henry, Steve Calonkey & Steve
Simpson, Henry Home Interiors
Lezley Lynch, Lezley Lynch Designs
Dr. Kari Lopez, Renae Brady & Tracy Knoche,
LOREC Ranch Home Furnishings
Nathan R. Hughes & Maria Magana, Mathis
Design Studio
Keven Calonkey Carl, ASID, NCIDQ, Cassidy
Brunsteter, Allied ASID, & Lance Whitlow,
Mister Robert Fine Furniture & Design
Cindy Curley & Ryan Johnson, Norwalk Design
Deb Johnson, Paint Inspirations, Inc.
Ronette Wallace, OTW Interiors and Suburban
Contemporary Furniture
Julie Miller, Tin Lizzie’s
J. Mark Taylor, RID, Assoc. ASID, Traditions Fine
Furniture & Design
Steve Winters & Lisa Smallwood, Winter House
Interiors
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custom pool and half basketball court. Patrons could tour ﬁve
bedrooms and nine bathrooms. Floor-to-ceiling commercial
windows, plus marble, steel and rustic beams were found
throughout the home.
Located at 2737 Guilford Lane, the property is listed with Wyatt
Poindexter Group of KW Luxury Homes International for $3,250,000.
“On a light note, the fact that one runs a bath in the Master
Bathroom from the ceiling is just so much fun,” Stinchcomb added.
“We also loved the way the house ﬂowed together.”
The Symphony Show House has been a joint venture of the OKC
Orchestra League and Oklahoma City Philharmonic since 1973. It
has served as a vital source of charitable fundraising for the
Philharmonic’s music education and community engagement

programs that reach over 35,000 students and adults
annually.
Symphony Show House 2020 leaders included Chairman
Julia Hunt; Design Chair Tuesday Fay, Bob Mills Furniture;
and Designer Liaison, J. Mark Taylor, RID, Assoc. ASID,
Traditions Fine Furniture & Design. Hundreds of volunteers
including designers, committee members and house staffers
made this event happen.
In a year of uncertainty due to the pandemic, the Symphony
Show House delivered as usual.
“It was deﬁnitely a positive experience for almost everyone
involved,” said Stinchcomb. “This has been a very
challenging time for all of us in Oklahoma and the United
States right now, however, this fantastic group of people
came together to create something that was entertaining and
enjoyable.”
The Virtual Show House Tour option, produced by Reckless
Abandonment Pictures, was offered for the ﬁrst time in Show
House history.
Was there any doubt the Symphony Show House would
come together this year?
“Never. The show will always go on,” Stinchcomb added.
“That’s our general mantra at the Oklahoma City
Philharmonic and Oklahoma City Orchestra League.” n

the master bedroom
nursery
bedroom
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SYMPHONY SHOW HOUSE 2020 SUPPORTS
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PEOPLE

LOST BOYS OF SUDAN
Refugee makes home in Yukon
BY BILL OBRIEN

T

ut Gatyiel is a native of Sudan
who now makes his home in
Yukon, Oklahoma, but at one time
in his life he was one of the famed
“Lost Boys of Sudan.”
The group of boys left their home is South Sudan in 1987
to escape the violent oppression of the Arabs who ruled
Sudan at that time. Gatyiel, who was born in 1977, recalled
how he ﬂed Sudan with a group of other young men who
marched for more than 1,000 miles in a single ﬁle line
to Ethiopia and were placed in refugee camps.
They remained in that Ethiopian refugee camp for
approximately four years and then had to return to South
Sudan to avoid conﬂict with Ethiopian forces who wanted
them to leave. They then made another long journey of
approximately 1,000 miles to Kenya, which took almost a
year, where they were placed in a Kakuma Refugee Camp in
that East African nation. The U.S. State Department decided
to sponsor their admission into the U. S., and 3,700 young
South Sudanese were transported en masse starting in
December 2000 and continuing until 2003.
They were resettled in 32 states.
And it was at that time that those young
refugees who were without their families
endeared themselves to the American people
who encountered them due to their decency,
warmth, optimism, and surprising lack of
bitterness. And books were written and ﬁlms
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were made that documented
their successful integration
into American life with the
assistance of a diverse
group of American citizens.
One of the more insightful
documentaries about them
was made by a British
ﬁlmmaker who marveled
how the young Sudanese
were assisted by physicians,
schoolteachers, clergy, and
Tut Gatyiel
other people from diverse
walks of life that had very little in common with one another
and were drawn to them by their warmth.
Gaytiel, who is 6 and ½ feet tall, was part of a group that
was resettled in Arizona, and he reports that one of the
parties who assisted him and some other Sudanese there
was the chief of police of Phoenix who made himself
available. A New York Times article told of a former Catholic
nun who aided Sudanese young
men in New York City, and
Gaytiel immediately said her
name when he was asked
about her.
Tut at his ASU graduation with a
woman who was helping him.

Many documentaries and books about the Sudanese boys exist,
including a PBS series (top) and adult and children’s books.

He began his college education in
Arizona, and graduated from Arizona
State University with a degree in
geology, and proudly displays a picture
of him with an Arizona woman who
assisted him at his graduation. When
the young man was asked about the
historical origins of his ﬁrst name, he
told of how the original Pyramids in
Egypt were built by Sudanese warriors

who had ruled the Egyptians, and that
his name is related to that of the
Pharaoh Tutankhamun of Egypt.
His degree in geology in time brought
him to Oklahoma where he found
employment in the oil business in
Yukon with FTS International. After he
completed his education he brieﬂy
returned to Sudan and married his
wife, Nyabol Gaytiel, and they now

have a daughter who is 6 years old and
are having another child in December.
Both he and his wife are grateful to the
United States for the lives that they
currently enjoy here as they talk about
the warmth of the people of Yukon and
Oklahoma where they intend to live
their lives and raise their children. n
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FASHION

A Treat

for Your Ft

BY LINDA MILLER
PHOTOS BY LINDA MILLER

Can you hear it?
That’s your feet asking for something new.
And we’re not just talking about a pedicure, though that’s always a good idea.
Treat your feet to one or more of the season’s biggest shoe trends. There’s
plenty of summer left and lots of new styles from which to choose, including

Dee Keller geometric print, ankle wrap
sandal and Vaneli multi-color slide with corkcovered heel from Betsy King A Shoe Boutique.

54 ion Oklahoma JULY/AUGUST 2020

Kat Maconie square-toe, single-toe
post with chain heel from
Betsy King A Shoe Boutique.

Seychelles neon slides from Betsy
King A Shoe Boutique.

Mary Janes, platforms, boots and booties (yes, really) and
strappy wood-sole sandals with a ‘90s feel. Check out all the
modern takes on loafers, square toes, espadrilles, chunky heels,
platform wedges, statement sneakers and breezy sandals with
teeny straps that criss-cross the top of the foot. And it’s

Frances Valentine plaid mule with
kick ball heel from CK & Co.
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Ateliers snakeskin print slide and Ateliers wedge espadrille
with mesh and suede from Betsy King A Shoe Boutique.

impossible to overlook chain and rhinestone
embellishments, toe loops, bold colors such as
orange and yellow, and sculptural and spherical
heels.
So, schedule that pedicure appointment and
slide your feet into a new summer shoe. n

Clergerie metallic platform slide
from CK & Co.

Pedro Garcia textured wedge clogs with faux
buckle from CK & Co.
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TRAVEL

BY TIM FARLEY

T

ourists on Route 66 in Tulsa can’t
miss Buck Atom, a 21-foot space
cowboy that draws the attention of
almost every traveler along the
legendary highway.
Buck Atom is the creation of Marybeth Babcock, owner of
Buck Atom’s Cosmic Curios, a 400-foot-square store that
sells Route 66 and Buck Atom merchandise. Located at
1347 E. 11th Street in Tulsa, Babcock’s latest venture
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depends on travelers from other states and countries.
They’re the people who have a fascination with Route 66,
once declared America’s Mother Road because of its length
– 2,448 miles from Chicago to the Santa Monica Pier in
California.
“The whole mission of Buck Atom is to revitalize Route
66,” Babcock said.
Buck Atom is one of about 250 Mufﬂer Men in the U.S. and
one of 10 stationed along Route 66. Mufﬂer Men are large

molded ﬁberglass sculptures
that are placed as
advertising icons, roadside
attractions or for decorative
purposes, predominantly in
the U.S. Standing about 18 to
25 feet tall, the ﬁrst ﬁgure
was a Paul Bunyan character
designed to hold an axe.
Buck Atom helps people
ﬁnd their way into Babcock’s
store along Tulsa’s portion of
Route 66.
“People are continuing to
come in,” she said. “People
from all over the world make
the trip from Chicago to the
Santa Monica Pier. Along the way, they stop in here, get their
photos taken with Buck and buy Route 66 merchandise.”
Despite the COVID-19 virus, business has been good.
“It’s been steady,” Babcock said. “We haven’t been
getting the international travel, obviously, but we’re still
getting the U.S. travelers who have found traveling by car is
safer and they’re maintaining their social distancing. We
also suggest people wear their masks when they come in.”
Babcock opened Buck Atom’s Cosmic Curios in April 2018
after owning another retail shop in Tulsa the previous 10
years.
“That store focused mainly on Oklahoma-made products,
but here we lean more toward Route 66,” she said.
Babcock’s sales didn’t decline during the initial stages of
the COVID-19 virus. Instead, people went online and
purchased merchandise from the Tulsa-based store.
“We were packing up orders and shipping daily,” she said.
“We also had curbside pickup during that time.”
It doesn’t hurt that Babcock, who earned a retail
merchandising degree from Oklahoma State University, is
using social media to her advantage. She’s put together
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram accounts and created a

unique brand for her Buck
Atom’s Cosmic Curios. That
branding has prompted some
people to use Buck Atom in
other ways. For instance,
organizers of the Route 66
Marathon have placed the
space cowboy on the race
medals. Buck Atom has also
received fun press with
various stories in publications
like Visit Tulsa and
ionOklahoma.
“He (Buck Atom) is
something like the Blue Whale
Marybeth Babcock and the Golden Driller, but
he’s unique. He’s my creation
and different from everything else,” Babcock said. “I had a
space cowboy creation made years ago. I used Buck as the
cowboy part of it and Atom, of course, was the space part.
His whole mission is to revitalize Route 66.”
Babcock doesn’t just talk about the Mother Road; she’s
actually taken the trip from Oklahoma to Santa Monica Pier.
“We had it completely mapped out,” she recalled. “There
were speciﬁc places we wanted to go and see, the roadside
attractions and the neon signs that are unique to Route 66.”
Sales at Buck Atom’s Cosmic Curios has been consistent
and growing, but Babcock is stopping there. She’s in the
process of opening an Air Bnb behind the store for some of
her Route 66 travelers.
“It’s decorated real fun with a 1950s style and Route 66
images,” she said.
Babcock, who currently rents the building where her store
is located, has other plans. She wants to purchase the
building and continue building this unique experience for
her customers.
“I’m 48 years old and plan on this being my retirement,”
she said. “I have a blast. I don’t have any children. This is
my life. I love meeting the people.” n
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EVENTS

July at the
Myriad Botanical Gardens
301 W. Reno Oklahoma City
Many activities require registration; register online at myriadgardens.org
Oklahoma City, OK — Summer at Myriad Botanical Gardens
will look different this year. As we learn to live with COVID19, staff at the Gardens created a list of programs and
events that ﬁt into the new way we have to operate right
now. That includes spaces with plenty of room for physical
and social distancing. This summer only SONIC Summer
Movies will be held in Scissortail Park. Everybody’s favorite,
Dancing in the Gardens, will take place on the Devon Lawn.
Attendees are required to wear masks. Inside classes will
feature seating six feet apart. Instructors will wear masks
and use a microphone so everyone can hear. Join us for a
class or a fun event outside.
To learn more information or to register, visit
myriadgardens.org

JULY 2020
Sonic Summer Movie Nights
Wednesday, July 1, July 8, July 15, July 22, July 29,
August 5; 8-11pm
Scissortail Park Love’s Travel Stage and Great Lawn
(this summer only)
FREE
Free Sonic Summer Movie Night series is at Scissortail Park,
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hosted by Myriad Botanical Gardens! Bring your lawn chair
or blanket and enjoy offerings from a variety of local food
trucks beginning at 8 p.m. and the movie begins at
sundown. Check out the lineup!
July 1 – Spiderman: Into the Spiderverse
July 8 – Princess Bride
July 15 – LEGO Movie
July 22 – Black Panther
July 29 – Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone
August 5 – Viewer’s Choice*
*Stay tuned for our social media viewer’s choice selection
announcement.*

(Saturdays return July 11)
Instructors provided by YMCA
Recommended for ages 16 & up
Bring mat and water
Practicing yoga in the Gardens has the added beneﬁt of
connecting you with nature. Classes are open to all levels,
whether you are a beginner or an experienced yogi. The
Gardens offer a space of beauty and tranquility to help
relieve stress and quiet your mind. Bring your mat and water.

Weekly Walk-Ups

Dancing in the Gardens: Hip Hop

July 6–August 12, Monday–Wednesday, 10am-Noon
Children’s Garden Porch
Drop-in activities; $2 suggested donation per child
Come to the Children’s Garden for some fun activities that
explore the world of plants.
• Make-It Mondays Children will “make and take”
something home using a variety of natural and humanmade craft materials.
• Plant-astic Tuesdays Learn about what plants are
blooming that week in the Children’s Garden. Then go on a
hunt to ﬁnd that plant yourself!
• Reading Wednesdays It’s that time of year when
Reading Wednesdays move back outside. We’ll be reading
nature-inspired books that connect children with what is
growing and changing in the Garden each week.

Presented by Tinker Federal Credit Union
Friday, July 10, 7-10pm
The Devon Lawn
FREE
Break out those scrunchies, slap bracelets and matching
tracksuits for this Hip Hop-themed dance party. Join us at 7
p.m. to get the party moving with a Hip Hop performance by
RACE Dance Collective followed by a dance lesson. At 8 p.m.
DJ LiTE BRiTE will crank up the jams to get jiggy with it on
the dance ﬂoor. Double Shot Bar Service along with our food
trucks will be serving up some great treats. No diggity, no
doubt; you don’t want to miss this.
In order to maintain proper social distancing for
Dancing, we will be requiring pre-registration this year
.

Soil: The Key to a Healthy Garden

Botanical Balance Free Yoga
Presented by Fowler Automotive. Sponsored by OU
Medicine and TFCU.
Tuesdays 6pm and Saturdays 9am

Saturday, July 11, 10am
Member $9; Nonmember $14
Instructors: Malarie Gotcher, The City of Oklahoma
City, Water Utilities Dept.
Kelly Dillow, Oklahoma Dept. of Environmental Quality,
Land Protection Division
Register online
Learn the basics of soil structure, soil testing, and how to
amend problem soil. Then unearth the essential ingredients
and steps in preparing, maintaining, and utilizing organic
compost.
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our resident water birds and what foods are best for their
health and happiness. Then we’ll visit our feathered friends
and feed them a healthy little feast.

Music From Hearts of Space

Zumba
Presented by Fowler Automotive and Tinker Federal
Credit Union
Thursdays, July 16, August 20, September 17, October
15, 5:45-6:45 pm
Instructors provided by YMCA
The Devon Lawn
FREE
JOIN THE PARTY! Grab your workout clothes and comfortable
shoes and join us on the Devon Lawn for Zumba! This class
combines Latin and international music with a fun and
effective workout system. Don’t forget to bring water.

Fridays, July 24 and 31
Thursdays, August 6
and 13, 9-10pm
Devon Lawn
Bring mat or lawn
chair
FREE
We will host four
meditation events on the
Devon Lawn featuring music from Hearts of Space, a
National Public Radio program featuring ambient and
ethereal sounds intended to sooth and calm. A special
introduction from the show creator, producer and host
Stephen Hill will be recorded to introduce each session. Bring
a blanket and relax while enjoying the beauty of nature and
a sense of peace and togetherness. To kick off the series,
local artists will create large mandalas out of ﬂowers
foraged from the Gardens. Healthy refreshments will be
available for purchase as well. In partnership with KUCO FM.

Guided Walking Tour

Family Workshop: Marvelous Mallards
Thursday, July 16, 6-7pm
The Garden Classroom
Member $7; Nonmember $9
Best for ages 6 to 10
REGISTER HERE
Do you and your kids love feeding the ducks at the Gardens?
This is the perfect class for your family. We will learn about
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Saturday, July 25,
10am
Last Saturday of
every month, 10am
Meet in the south
lobby, walk the
Garden Grounds
Expand your
knowledge of
Oklahoma plants and ﬁnd inspira-tion for your own garden
with our educational walking tours. Each month will feature
different plants from our outdoor collection that make great
choices for our region – from year-round color to drought-

tolerant choices and more. Self-guided plant tour handouts
are available in our south lobby.

Urban Hike
Saturdays, July 25 and September 26, 10am-noon
Depart at the Visitor Lobby of the Crystal Bridge
Take a hike, literally, with an Urban Hike beginning at Myriad
Botanical Gardens. Immediately after the regularly scheduled
monthly Guided Walking Tour, instructors from the Greater
YMCA Oklahoma City will lead participants on an hour-long
hike through downtown Oklahoma City. Target locations will
be announced prior to the hike. Bring water and wear comfortable clothing and shoes. Walk-ups are welcome. Geared
towards adults, children, and strollers are welcome to join.

Identification & Weed Control for Home Lawns
Tuesday, July 28, 6:30pm
Member $10; Nonmember $15
Instructor: James Underwood, Horticulturist, Myriad
Botanical Gardens
REGISTER online
Learn how to identify common weeds, how to manage and
selectively remove weed pressure, how to reduce populations

through techniques (both chemical and mechanical), and
how to properly assess and make adjustments in your own
home lawn.

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, Myriad Botanical
Gardens provides 15 acres of ornamental gardens and
grounds that include a children’s garden and carousel,
native prairie garden, shade gardens, tree and shrub
collections, lake with terraced gardens and a diverse
collection of ornamental flowering perennials and grasses.
The Gardens offer a variety of horticultural educational
programs for all ages ranging from lectures, classes,
workshops and walking tours to seasonal festivals. The
grounds also feature The Crystal Bridge Conservatory, home
to thousands of tropical and desert plants. With more than
500,000 visitors annually, the Gardens is managed by
Myriad Gardens Foundation, a 501(c) (3) nonprofit
organization that partners with corporate and community
groups to enhance the educational, aesthetic, cultural and
economic development of Oklahoma City. n
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2020 SOONERS
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
DATE

OPPONENT

LOCATION

Sep 5 (Sat)

Missouri State

Norman

Sep 12 (Sat)

Tennessee

Norman

Sep 26 (Sat)

Army

West Point, N.Y.

Oct 3 (Sat)

Baylor

Norman

Oct 10 (Sat)

Texas

Dallas, Texas

Oct 17 (Sat)

Iowa State

Ames, Iowa

Oct 24 (Sat)

Oklahoma State

Norman

Oct 31 (Sat)

TCU

Fort Worth, Texas

Nov 7 (Sat)

West Virginia

Morgantown, W.V.

Nov 14 (Sat)

Kansas State

Norman

Nov 21 (Sat)

Kansas

Norman

Nov 28 (Sat)

Texas Tech

Lubbock, Texas
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2019 COWBOYS
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
DATE

OPPONENT

LOCATION

Sep 3 (Thu)

Oregon State

Stillwater, OK
(Boone Pickens Stadium)

Sep 12 (Sat)

Tulsa

Stillwater, OK (Boone Pickens
Stadium)

Sep 19 (Sat)

Western Illinois

Stillwater, OK
(Boone Pickens Stadium)

Oct 3 (Sat)

TCU

Fort Worth, TX

Oct 10 (Sat)

Iowa State

Stillwater, OK
(Boone Pickens Stadium)

Oct 17 (Sat)

Kansas

Lawrence, KS

Oct 24 (Sat)

Oklahoma

Norman, OK

Oct 31 (Sat)

Texas Tech

Stillwater, OK
(Boone Pickens Stadium)

Nov 7 (Sat)

Baylor

Waco, TX

Nov 14 (Sat)

West Virginia

Stillwater, OK
(Boone Pickens Stadium)

Nov 21 (Sat)

Kansas State

Manhattan, KS

Nov 27 (Fri)

Texas

Stillwater, OK
(Boone Pickens Stadium)

Dec 5 (Sat)

Big 12 Championship Game

Arlington, TX
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TULSA GOLDEN HURRICANE
2019 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
DATE

OPPONENT

LOCATION

Sep 5 (Sat)

Toledo

Chapman Stadium

Sep 12 (Sat)

Oklahoma State

Stillwater, Okla.

Sep 19 (Sat)

Northwestern State

Chapman Stadium

Sep 26 (Sat)

Arkansas State

State University, Ark.

Oct 3 (Sat)

UCF

Orlando, Fla.

Oct 17 (Sat)

Cincinnati

Chapman Stadium

Oct 23 (Fri)

USF

Tampa, Fla.

Oct 30 (Fri)

East Carolina

Chapman Stadium

Nov 7 (Sat)

Navy

Annapolis, Md.

Nov 14 (Sat)

SMU

Chapman Stadium

Nov 21 (Sat)

Tulane

Chapman Stadium

Nov 28 (Sat)

Houston

Houston, Texas
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UCO BRONCHOS

2019 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
DATE

OPPONENT

LOCATION

September 12, 2020 (Sat) 7 p.m.

Central Missouri

EDMOND
Wantland Stadium

September 19, 2020 (Sat) 6 p.m.

Missouri Western

St. Joseph, Mo.

September 26, 2020 (Sat) 2 p.m.

Missouri Southern

Joplin, Mo.

October 3, 2020 (Sat)

2 p.m.

Emporia State

EDMOND
Wantland Stadium

October 10, 2020 (Sat)

2 p.m.

Lincoln

Jefferson City, Mo.

October 17, 2020 (Sat)

2 p.m.

Northwest Missouri

EDMOND
Wantland Stadium

October 24, 2020 (Sat)

2 p.m.

Nebraska-Kearney

Kearney, Neb.

October 31, 2020 (Sat)

2 p.m.

Fort Hays State

EDMOND
Wantland Stadium

November 7, 2020 (Sat)

1 p.m.

Washburn

Topeka, Kan.

Northeastern State

EDMOND
Wantland Stadium

November 14, 2020 (Sat) 2 p.m.
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