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PUBLISHER’S NOTE
Dear Subscribers,

Welcome to ion Oklahoma Magazine.
2020 is the beginning of our 10th year
anniversary in the publishing business of an
online digital lifestyle magazine and newsentertainment website www.ionok.com.
ion Oklahoma Magazine has grown to more
than 46,400 subscribers located primarily in
four counties and 79 zip codes of central
Oklahoma. Our six printed editions published annually can be
downloaded FREE from our website or printed copies can be
ordered on demand and mailed to your home or office.
It is and has been our mission as storytellers to share the
stories about people and the tremendous progress Oklahoma
is making as a state.
Today the State of Oklahoma has been experiencing a
certain noticeable growth among young people under the age
of 30. The cost of living is one of the most affordable states in
the nation. The unemployment rate in Oklahoma is one of the
lowest in the nation. The job opportunities for young tech
entrepreneurs are plentiful.
In 2020, the NextGen Under 30 Award Recognition Program
celebrated its ninth year and a record response of 374
honorees from 468 different Oklahoma companies and
organizations. The 2020 NextGen under 30 Award Ceremony
has been rescheduled to Friday, January 22, 2021 and will be
broadcast over the internet on Facebook LIVE with live
streaming and prerecorded video of the honorees and special
guest speakers.
2020 has a special meaning for the NextGen Award
Recognition and Leadership Program as it is celebrating their
ten year anniversary.
The inaugural NextGen TALKS Oklahoma event was created
on October 4, 2019 at Oklahoma City Community College VPAC
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Auditorium and was attended by more than
485 people. KGOU radio in Norman
Oklahoma rebroadcast three one-hour
Sunday NextGen TALKS matinee programs
between 1 p.m. – 2 p.m. beginning Sunday,
October 29, second session Sunday,
November 3, and third session on Sunday,
November 10 for all Oklahomans to enjoy.
Please visit www.nextgentalksok.com and
click on View Videos to watch these TALKS
from three Now community leaders and 11 New and NEXTGEN
community leaders sharing their stories from this live event.
During the holiday season be sure to visit Scissortail Park in
downtown OKC and the fantastic light show at the historic
Union Station held each evening between 6-9 p.m.
The Oklahoma Health Department has issued specific
Coronavirus-19 guidelines for all Oklahomans to follow as the
state is experiencing another increasing wave of infections
and hospitals are reaching a near capacity of ICU beds being
available.
Please understand wearing a mask, washing hands
frequently, social distancing in public and avoiding large
gatherings can really make a difference in flattening the curve
and your chance of being infected is dramatically reduced.
At ion Oklahoma Magazine we plan to publish many of the
quality lifestyle stories from Oklahomans who are best
representing the “Oklahoma Spirit.” We want to hear from you,
our readers, and your stories, so please email your ideas,
thoughts and success stories.
Sincerely,
Donald B. Swift, Publisher, www.ionok.com

oklahoma
“Like” us on facebook
facebook.com/pages/IonOklahoma-Online
Follow us on twitter @IonOklahoma

COVER STORY

Joy Hofmeister:
Coping with COVID pandemic, status of schools and learning
BY TIM FARLEY

E

ducating children has been
challenging, at the very least, for
Oklahoma teachers,
administrators and parents, the
state’s top educator said about the
COVID-19 pandemic and its significant
impact on student learning.
Since March, districts have opted for virtual learning,
back to in-person school and back to at-home schooling.
Depending on the political climate and the number of
COVID-related cases, hospitalizations and deaths, students
might be learning from their homes or their regular
classrooms.
The only answer, education and health officials say, is
there is no certain answer.
“Nobody could have foreseen where we are today. But
given how challenging and difficult this has been, our
schools have performed admirably,” said Joy Hofmeister,
Oklahoma’s Superintendent of Public Instruction. “We
absolutely believe that in-person instruction is the best
option. There are multiple reasons why, not just in terms of
academics. Things like the social and emotional supports
students receive in a school setting are critical.”
Still, a global pandemic trumps all other issues, leading
educators across the country to conduct school in a virtual
format that could likely continue into 2021.
“That (pandemic) has serious consequences, some that
12 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020

remain to be seen,” Hofmeister said. “There are times when
schools must switch to virtual or distance learning options
for the safety of the students and staff.”
In Oklahoma, there had been 213,245 COVID-19 cases as

2020 Teacher of the Year Finalists, Sept 2019.
Right, 2020 Teacher of the Year, Jena Nelson honored.

of Dec. 5, and 1,874 deaths related to the virus, the
state health department reported. Nationally, there
have been more than 14.3 million COVID cases and
278,932 deaths as of Dec. 5.
School-age children (5-17) accounted for 10.3% of
all cases in Oklahoma, according to figures provided
by the state health department.
Hofmeister remains hopeful that in-person
instruction can continue soon, but that timeline
depends on the COVID outbreak.
“There are at least three vaccines almost ready for
distribution, and the CDC indicates that these
vaccines will all be available to the public soon,” the
superintendent said.
Hofmeister noted that many Oklahoma school
districts have held only in-person education since the
school term began in August, “and they have done it
safely.” The CDC also has indicated that schools are
not super spreaders of the COVID virus as feared by
the general public.
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER ion Oklahoma 13

Bryant Leading Ladies, Feb. 2020

“Districts should be commended for
providing multiple ways to give
instruction, whether in person, online or
a hybrid. It’s worth noting that not all
families want the same thing, and not
all children can be virtual full time while
others have medical reasons why they
cannot be in-person,” Hofmeister said.
Parents, she said, have different
opinions about virtual schooling
depending on their work and life
situations.
“Some are deeply troubled at the idea
of going back in person. Others are
upset that the school doors haven’t been
opened in some districts. But the
surprise to many parents were and are
the disruptions that come from
quarantining and exposure, with
hundreds being quarantined at one
time,” the superintendent said.
At the present time, many school
districts are conducting virtual
schooling until after the Christmas
break. At that point, local school officials
will be deciding if students return to the
classroom, which will alter the way
teachers perform their jobs.
“Teachers have been true heroes with
their flexibility and understanding of this
crisis. They are demonstrating a tireless
commitment to meeting their students
where they are, and they describe it as
among the most difficult work they’ve
ever done,” Hofmeister said.
Another important factor is the
pandemic will have an adverse impact

Right and below,PPE Distribution, Aug 2020.

on the teacher shortage in Oklahoma,
which was happening before the
pandemic.
“That is one of the reasons it is so
critical that we acknowledge the
incredible work they are doing,”
Hofmeister said. “There is not a more
noble profession than teaching and
what we are asking them to do this
year is so inspiring.”
Whether students are in the
classroom or at home, the financial
impact has reared its ugly head for
school officials. Although she couldn’t
put a specific figure on the cost of the
pandemic on Oklahoma’s educational
system, Hofmeister said it’s been
“extraordinarily expensive” for personal
protective equipment, disinfectant and

extra supplies, laptops and tablets for
distance learning, internet connectivity
for students and staff, the extra cost of

substitutes when teachers are sick or
quarantined and the increasing need
for various instructional materials.
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Student Advisory Council, Feb 2020.

“Then, you must add the costs of the
work we always do in schools. The
resources are stretched thinner than
ever,” she said.
While acknowledging that morale has
been an issue for the state’s education
community, Hofmeister admitted the
pandemic will have a lasting impact on
Oklahoma teachers, administrators and
staff members.
“Oklahoma educators are known for
keeping their focus on kids, closing
learning gaps and being resilient. While
many times we focus on the drawbacks
from the pandemic, this situation has
forced us to come up with innovative
ways to educate and reach students. For
example, educators are embracing
technology to enhance what they were
already doing in the classroom. Also,
parents are engaged now more than ever
in their child’s education. Once the
pandemic is over or under control, I hope
these practices remain,” she said.
National health experts predict some
sense of normalcy will hit the U.S.
sometime in 2021, probably during the
third or fourth quarters, combined with
the vaccines and continued social
distancing, masks and hand-washing.
The vaccines being distributed
nationally have proven to be more than
90% effective during clinical trials. n
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Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony,
December 2019.
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BUSINESS

GAMBLE PAYING OFF FOR

WHIPPED BAKERY CAFE

BY TIM FARLEY

K

im and Sean Lynch threw the dice and took a gamble
when they opened a northwest Oklahoma City bakery in
the middle of the COVID-19 pandemic, but so far it’s
paying off.

The number of customers at Whipped Bakery Café, 3820 N. MacArthur Boulevard, has increased
each week despite people losing their jobs and other businesses around them closing down.
“It’s been a stressful time getting it started,” Sean Lynch said, “but my wife is a fantastic cook.”
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Previously, Kim Lynch worked as a culinary
specialist and teacher at Platt College, but the
pandemic struck and the program was halted
by school officials.
“We had talked about doing this before,”
Sean Lynch said.
So, the business model calls for Kim Lynch to
work as the primary chef who makes assorted
pastries, muffins, cookies, signature burgers
and sandwiches plus salads and soups. The
bakery and cafe is open from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday through Saturday.
“She (Kim) does most of the baking but we
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Whipped Bakery Cafe owners,
Kim and Sean Lynch.

did hire our daughter, two grandchildren and two other
employees to help out in the kitchen and front end. She loves
to bake,” Sean said.
Despite the effects of the pandemic, the bakery is open to
dine-in customers and pickup orders.
“We have a lot that still come in, sit down and eat,” Sean
said. “We also have a lot of pickup orders. We literally
opened during COVID, so it’s been interesting. We remodeled
and opened in two months, so it was really fast.”
Kim Lynch is staying busy with her baking chores during
the holiday with daily treats and custom-made orders for
families, parties and corporate gatherings.
“It’s stressful, but we’re getting some momentum. People
are embracing us and it’s great to be received by the
community,” Sean said. “People seem to enjoy what we’re
doing.”
The Lynchs also rent a large meeting room at the bakery
which will accommodate groups of about 35 people for
events such as baby showers, birthday celebrations or
20 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020

private business meetings.
The Whipped Bakery & Café isn’t the couple’s first foray
into business. During the early 2000s, they operated Rolling
in Dough bakery in downtown Oklahoma City. The bakery was
shut down in 2003.
Kim Lynch’s passion for baking has turned into awards
and honors over the years. She’s a member of the Culinary
Federation and has won gold medals for cake decoration.
“She (Kim) loves doing this,” Sean said. “She’s taught
people for years how to handle the front of the house and
she’s dealt with employees for years. This is her passion.”
Sean, a movie and film production specialist at Oklahoma
City Community College, said surviving the pandemic would
be a significant milestone.
“We’ll have to see where it goes from there,” he said.
For more information about the café and its menu and
custom orders, visit www.whippedbakerycafe.com. The
café’s telephone number is 405-977-3141. n
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DESIGN

Classen Inn restoration brings back
1960s-era vibe
17-room motel filled with modern technology
STAFF REPORTS

V

isitors to Oklahoma City and
residents looking for a staycation
have a funky new option at the
Classen Inn.

The original sign at 820 N. Classen Blvd. is glowing again
thanks to the $2-million restoration by Steve Mason and
Aimee Ahpeatone. Steve and Aimee have revitalized
properties around Oklahoma City, including the Yale Theatre
and several buildings in Automobile Alley and the Plaza
District.
Mason said the 17-room property caught their attention
because it’s in their neighborhood. They were influenced by

the Austin Motel in Austin, Texas, a revitalized 1960s-era
property with eclectic vibes.
“With downtown Oklahoma City development moving west,
we knew it was the right time to bring the Classen Inn back
to life,” said Ahpeatone. “And since it’s not far from where
we lived, we wanted to make sure it was done right.”
The building had seen better days when the couple bought
it in 2018. They worked with architect Jeremy Gardner to
create a design that protects the original aesthetic and
would include repairing the rotted wood railings, the cracked
paint and the stairways.
“We tried to keep as much of the original look as we
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER ion Oklahoma 23

could,” said Mason. “There aren’t many of these
1960s motels left, so it would be a disservice to
remove the original aesthetic created by the
Googie architecture.”
The once tan building that faded into the
background now pops along Classen Boulevard
with an exterior donning chartreuse, electric
blue and light pink. There’s a new patio area
and a brightly-painted mural on the building’s
south side, created by Oklahoma City artist
Dusty Gilpin.
Ahpeatone asked interior designer Beth
Jansen to help take the eclectic vibe inside the
building. In the rooms, guests can find lively
mid-century-inspired décor, with wallpaper and
murals setting the mood, and paintings and
photos on the walls that refine “hotel art.”
While the building is nearly 60 years old, the
motel is filled with modern technology. The
rooms can be booked on Airbnb or at the
Classen Inn website. Each room has a codelocked door, so no hotel keys are needed.
All rooms come with a queen-size bed and
delicious snacks. There’s also one set of
adjoining rooms with a balcony.
On the property, guests can get snacks,
drinks, alcoholic beverages and last-minute
toiletries at The Superette. The lobby-like area
is next to the patio, where guests can enjoy
their treats. There are free bicycles.
Operating partner Malaura Ballard enjoys the
excitement of arriving guests as they are
thrilled by the restoration. The property will be
an attractive spot for wedding parties, company
outings and special events. For more
information, visit www.classeninn.com. n

SHOPPING

Ideas
PHOTOS PROVIDED

Ready or not, the holidays are
fast approaching. To help
make the annual shopping
experience a bit easier, we’ve
rounded up a few ideas.
Perfect Marc Jacobs fragrance.
Described as nothing you would expect and
everything it needs to be. The perfume was
inspired by Jacobs’ mantra, “I am perfect as I
am.” It has juicy notes of rhubarb and bright
daffodil with comforting almond milk. Travel
size is $30, with other sizes from $60 to $128.
Available at Ulta, Dillard’s, Von Maur, Macy’s
and Sephora.
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Best Day Ever Necklaces. This just may be the perfect
gift for mom, sister, grandmother or daughter. The Best
Day Ever Necklaces from Rustic Cuff are available in
square and round shapes, gold or silver with 17-inch or
20-inch rope chain. Order one with an image of your
choice. Prices are $54 and $62. The necklaces are one of
founder Jill Donovan’s 50 favorites of 2020. Rustic Cuff is
based in Tulsa. Its stores in Edmond and Classen Curve in
Oklahoma City are temporarily closed so order at
rusticcuff.com.

Play up the eyes. Consider gifting a new eyeshadow
palette, mascara or lash serum to anyone who has to
hide most of her face behind a mask or regularly does
Zoom chats. Now that eyes have become even more of a
focal point, make them really pop. RevitaLash Advanced
Eyelash Conditioner enhances the look of lashes, protects
against breakage and improves strength. It’s a Meghan
Markle favorite. As for eye shadows, wrap up one or more
in shades of navy, bronze, forest green, olive, mustard,
wine, plum, chocolate brown or orange. RevitaLash,
$150, and eye shadows, $14 each, from Sooo Lilly
Cosmetics in Shoppes at Northpark.
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Bag it. These Kim White metallic mini ring
wristlets and ring clutch are cute and shiny. The
wristlet is large enough for essentials – keys,
phone, lipstick and cash. What’s more, that large
brass ring fits perfectly over a wrist. If a larger
option is needed, consider the ring clutch. It, too,
has a ring that’s more than just an interesting
detail. The ring can be unsnapped and slipped
over the wrist for hands-free shopping. The
wristlit is $130 and the clutch, $175, from
Kokopelli at Shoppes at Northpark.

Hand over the card. A gift card may not be the most
original idea but give the right one and it will be
appreciated. Treat the woman – or man – on your shopping
list to a relaxing pedicure or manicure. Not only do the
services feel good, they soothe your psyche and soul during
these stressful and strange times. Check out Polished Nail
Salon, a favorite in the Oklahoma City area. There are two
metro locations, one in Chisholm Creek Shopping Center
and a new location in south Oklahoma City. n
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EVENTS

DOWNTOWN OKC HOLIDAY EVENTS

R

esidents and visitors to downtown
Oklahoma City can enjoy a collection of more than 20 holiday
events and activities this winter
thanks to Downtown Oklahoma City
Partnership and Devon Energy.
Downtown in December is back for its 19th year and is
made possible through generous sponsorships from local
businesses and organizations. Downtown Oklahoma City
Partnership has reimagined a unique lineup of holiday and
winter events outdoors with a strong emphasis on visitor
safety.
“Downtown in December is our favorite way to end the year
and though we know that this 2020 series of events will be
different, we are looking forward to sharing this holiday
tradition with you in new ways,” said Jane Jenkins, president
and CEO of Downtown Oklahoma City Partnership.
“Everything that has changed about our programming was
developed with the safety of our community in mind and
with a goal of maintaining our seasonal celebrations.”
Each holiday season, the Myriad Botanical Gardens
transforms its seasonal plaza into the Devon Ice Rink. This
year, they’ve had to scale back some of their popular
activities and events. Unfortunately, the Myriad Gardens has

decided they cannot open the Ice Rink this season.
The Myriad Gardens remains open for you to visit during
the holidays offering a full list of activities this season.
Come and enjoy a safe walk and fresh air in the daytime or
in the evening to see their lights. Mo’s Carousel is open and
makes a fun destination to make holiday memories.
For more information, including opening date
announcements, hours, and details about private events,
visit DowntowninDecember.com.
Cruise down historic Automobile Alley for the district’s
holiday open house and the first day of this year’s stunning
light display at the Lights On Broadway Annual Event.
Retail shops and restaurants on Broadway Avenue and side
streets between Northwest 4th Street and Northwest 12th
Street will feature holiday window displays in addition to
activities for all ages, special promotions, and giveaways.
There will be complimentary carriage rides that must be
booked in advance, interactive Santa Claus snow globe,
magic elf, and more. This event is sponsored by RCB Bank,
Heartland, and the Automobile Alley Association. More than
230,000 colorful LED lights will curtain the buildings along
ten blocks of North Broadway and side streets making for a
magical holiday destination Nov. 21 through Jan. 10.
“I’m looking forward to officially kicking off the holiday
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER ion Oklahoma 31

season once again at Oklahoma City’s Tree Lighting
Festival. In its 19th year, the festival continues to get
bigger and better, showcasing the amazing and diverse
talent that our city has to offer,” said Oklahoma City Mayor
David Holt. “Like everything else, this year’s event looks a
little different, but streaming online likely means that more
people will join us, watching from wherever they are
comfortable. I invite everyone to be a part of this experience.
It’s a wonderful OKC holiday tradition.”
The Santa Run is a family-friendly holiday run that brings
young and old, and even pets, to downtown Oklahoma City
for a festive 5K. The virtual Saints Santa Run can be
completed on a treadmill from the comfort of home, around
the neighborhood, on a favorite jogging trail, or on a
suggested route in Midtown, the home of the run’s new
sponsor, SSM Health – St. Anthony Hospital. This virtual 5K
is a great way to stay active and spread holiday cheer,
without spreading germs. Participants can run anytime
during the month of December and will receive a commemorative 2020 Saints Santa Run t-shirt and finisher medal.
For details and to register, visit DowntowninDecember.com.

EMBARK is once again
making it even easier to get
around downtown as they
celebrate the Oklahoma City Streetcar’s second year of
service with free rides on the Oklahoma City Streetcars
each weekend (Friday, Saturday, and Sunday) beginning Nov.
20 and continuing through Jan. 3. For a full list of
programming, visit OKCStreetcar.com.
32 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020

Lyric Theatre will celebrate the diamond anniversary of
its production of “A Christmas Carol” this year with an
allnew outdoor production, whisking audiences away to a
magical holiday village nestled in the heart of Oklahoma
City. The historic Harn Homestead (1721 N. Lincoln Blvd.)
has been transformed into a Victorian Era setting for
Ebenezer Scrooge, Jacob Marley, magical spirits, and a host
of unforgettable characters. Patrons will follow Charles
Dickens’ timeless tale of transformation and redemption, as
they are guided from scene to scene at the homestead. To
purchase tickets or for more information, visit
LyricTheatreOKC.com.

Oklahoma City Ballet’s The Nutcracker: Short and
Sweet presented by Devon Energy returns to the Civic
Center Music Hall Dec. 12 through Dec. 20. Artistic Director
Robert Mills’ beautiful staging of Tchaikovsky’s The
Nutcracker will warm hearts and fill them with the spirit of
the holidays. This year’s production will be shortened to one
act but will still include all the favorite characters from the
dancing snowflakes to the Kingdom of Sweets. This Short &

Sweet version is a great opportunity to introduce little ones
or any ballet newcomers to live performance. For more
information, including performance schedules, visit
OKCBallet.com.
The Holiday Pop-Up Shops
are returning to the Midtown
district in downtown Oklahoma
City for their ninth year. In an
effort to provide the safest
environment possible for the
community to celebrate the
holidays and support local shops, the Pop-Ups will be an
all-outdoor event in 2020. The holiday market will feature
local shops, set up in tents spread out on the corner of 10th
and Hudson every Saturday and Sunday of the holiday
season. The tents will be surrounded by the Bishop John
Carroll tree lot and the 30-foot Midtown tree. Katiebug’s Hot
Chocolate and Curbside Chronicle will return as well to take
part in the holiday cheer. The holiday shopping village is
open to the public every Saturday and Sunday, beginning
Nov. 28 through Dec. 20. For details, including hours and list
of shops, visit OKCPopUps.com.
Midtown merchants have come
together to offer festive opportunities to eat, drink and be merry
in Midtown this holiday season.
Merry Midtown begins Nov. 27,
making Midtown a destination for dining, holiday shopping,
and general merriment with limited-time promotions and
special holiday touches. For more information, visit
MidtownOKC.com.
The Arts District is bringing Palm Springs vibes to OKC
this holiday season with mid-century decor and a
collaborative Christmas tree. Beginning Nov. 27, the Arts
District Community Tree, designed by local artist Paul
Bagley, will stand on the West Village platform at Fred Jones
Avenue and Main Street. All are encouraged to help decorate
the tree by visiting district businesses marked with a pink
flamingo to receive a complimentary ornament to customize

and add to the tree.
The Bricktown Canal Light Display brightens the
Bricktown experience Nov. 27 through Jan. 10. Stroll the
canal and enjoy the dining and shopping throughout
Bricktown, OKC’s premier entertainment district, under the
holiday lights. The display is free to the public and begins at
dusk each evening. Plus, the new addition of the Bricktown
Holiday Trees will brighten up the canal this season thanks
to artists Nathan Hendrix and Stephen Tyler of True Façade.
Take a photo or video and share this colorful new tradition
with friends and family.

SCISSORTAIL PARK
’Tis the Season at Scissortail Park!
Celebrate the season Friday, November 27 through Friday,
January 1 with holiday festivities including lights, entertainment, music, food trucks and a Tree Lighting Ceremony!
An all-new light show, decorations, a holiday market,
music, an early-bird New Year’s Eve celebration, and more
are set to debut this holiday season at Scissortail Park.
Visitors can enjoy the festive ambiance beginning Friday,
November 27 through Friday, January 1, 2021. Activities
planned during ‘Tis the Season at Scissortail Park offer a
safe and socially distanced way to celebrate the holidays
this year.
Guests are invited to bundle up and visit the Park, stroll
the grounds to enjoy the lights and soak in the holiday spirit
at Scissortail.
In addition to holiday light displays, the Park is hosting a
variety of activities including the Union Station
Illumination, ‘Tis the Season Market, S’mores and
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UnionStation lights up for the holidays

Cocoa Nights at Scissortail Park, Holiday Movies, New
Year Early Bird and a First Day Walk
Visit ScissortailPark.org for more information.

charge to the community. For a full list of Downtown in
December events and sponsors, visit
DowntowninDecember.com.

Additional Downtown in December events include:
• Canterbury Christmas at The Civic Center
• Oklahoma City Philharmonic’s “A Classic Christmas”
• ‘Tis the Season at Scissortail Park
• Deck the Halls with Crew Workspace & City Care
• OKC Museum of Art Holiday Events
• Painted Door Christmas Open House Party
• Canterbury Christmas at The Civic Center
• Skirvin Holiday Events
• The Melting Pot Holiday Events
• Arts Council of Oklahoma City’s Opening Night
These activities and events are part of Downtown in
December presented by Devon, many of which are free of

JOIN THE MYRIAD BOTANICAL GARDENS for Merry and
Bright Winter Holidays from Nov. 25 through Jan. 4. The
grounds will be full of lights and festive décor that are free
and open to the public. In addition to many ongoing free
activities at the park, the Gardens will host several
workshops and classes for a fee, including “Evergreen
Wreath Workshops,” “Gingerbread House Workshop,” “Santa
at the Gardens,” and many more. It’s also a perfect time to
visit the Crystal Bridge Tropical Conservatory. It is warm and
welcoming with its lush green foliage, tropical fruits, and
plenty of places to take the perfect family picture. For more
information, visit myriadgardens.org.
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December in the Gardens
301 W. Reno Oklahoma City
Many activities require registration; register online at myriadgardens.org
*Subject to change due to COVID protocols

Mo’s Carousel Holiday Hours
HOLIDAY BREAK: December 21-24, 12-6 pm
Christmas Day, CLOSED
New Year’s Eve, 12-6 pm
New Year’s Day, CLOSED
Cost: $3 per rider, FREE for Family PLUS Members
Mo’s Carousel has quickly become a beloved holiday
tradition at Myriad Botanical Gardens. This charming
attraction near the Children’s Garden is a must-do in
downtown Oklahoma City. Decorated for the holiday season,
Mo’s Carousel provides a perfect picture moment sure to
bring a smile for many years to come. Family PLUS members
ride for free all year long. Join or renew today here.

Merry & Bright at Myriad Botanical Gardens
Presented by OG&E
November 25-January 4
From mid-November through New Year’s Day, Myriad
Botanical Gardens is a popular destination as visitors come
to the Gardens to see our lights and festive décor. In
anticipation of continued social distancing and limited
gatherings indoors, we will enhance our outdoor holiday
décor in 2020 to ensure that the Gardens continue to be a
place of peace and respite. As our grounds are free and open
to the public, displays will be accessible to the entire
community, day and evening, to see and enjoy.
Sponsored by Sonic, Devon Energy Corporation, Tinker
Federal Credit Union, R.K. Black, Inc., GEICO – Southwest,
American StaffCorp, Bank of Oklahoma

36 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020

Santa Paws
Sponsored by Geico-Southwest OKC
Saturday, December 12, 11am-3pm
Myriad Gardens Dog Park
Members $5 Nonmembers $10
REGISTRATION, 11AM-1PM and 1-3PM
Are you in need of a holiday photo of your four-legged
family member this year? Join us for a photo session with

Santa in our dog park. Meet the GEICO gecko and listen to
holiday tunes by DJ Brian Smith from muttradio.com.
Barking Dog Bakery will provide doggie goodie bags. Stella
Nova will be providing pup cups. Artist Lawrence Grech will
be doing dog character sketches. Pre-registration required
and all dogs must be current on vaccines and leashed.
Spots are limited. COVID protocols will be observed.

Santa at the Gardens
Saturday, Dec 5, 1-3pm SOLD OUT
Saturday, Dec 12, 1-3 pm (MEMBERS-ONLY EVENT –
REGISTRATION TO COME)
Friday, Dec 18, 6-8 pm SOLD OUT
Meinders Terrace
FREE EVENT, advanced
registration required due to
limited space
A family tradition comes to
Myriad Botanical Gardens,
courtesy of Devon Energy. Come
by and meet Santa. Children
can interact with Santa from a safe, social distance, drop
off letters in his personal mailbox, and enjoy the wonder and
beauty of his winter workshop. There will be a limited
number of spots, and COVID protocols will be in place.

CLASSES
Evergreen Wreath DIY To-Go Kit
Pre-registration is REQUIRED
Pickup available Friday, Dec 11 – Sunday, Dec 13,
11am-5pm
Crystal Bridge Visitor Center
Member $40; Non-Member $50
Register by Wednesday, Dec 9
Design a beautiful, fragrant evergreen
wreath from the comfort of your own
home – all décor supplies provided! Your
kit will include a wreath frame, 3 types

of evergreen boughs, wire, pinecones, and a festive bow. No
previous experience necessary as a link to an instructional
video and a few handouts will be provided. You’ll just need a
pair of clippers to assemble your wreath.

Lasagna Bulb Planter DIY To-Go Kit
Pre-registration is REQUIRED
Pickup available Friday, Dec 11 through Sunday, Dec
13 during Crystal Bridge hours (9 am-5 pm / Sunday 11
am-5 pm)
Lasagna bulb planting is a
clever way to layer your bulbs
so you can create a container
that is constantly blooming
from early to late spring. This
DIY to-go kit will include over
20 bulbs in four different
varieties, a large container,
and all the necessary soil.
Also included will be a link to
an instructional video of how to assemble your lasagna
planter and written instructions and care tips.

DIY Gingerbread House Decoration Kit Pickup
Pre-registration is REQUIRED
Pickup available Friday, Dec 11 – Sunday, Dec 13,
during Crystal Bridge Hours
Crystal Bridge Visitor Center
$30 per house, includes frosting
Register by Thursday, December 3 at Noon
‘Tis the season to decorate a beautiful gingerbread house.
Instead of an in-person workshop this year we will be
offering it as a kit for pickup. The kit will
include a pre-assembled gingerbread
house, frosting, decoration inspiration,
and candy ideas, as well as some fun
education about the flavorful ginger root
and the history of gingerbread. The only
item not included is the candy. n
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ON-GOING

plants and find inspiration for your own
garden with an educational walking
tour, led by one of our knowledgeable
horticultural staff. Although geared
towards adults, children, strollers and
leashed dogs are welcome.

Reading Wednesdays
Every Wednesday, at 10 am
Visitor Center Lobby, Crystal Bridge
‘FREE
Best for ages 2 to 5 (siblings
always welcome)
Bring your toddler for storytime every
Wednesday. Books are nature-themed
and selected based on the season.
We’ll begin with an interactive song
and some weeks will include a small
craft after the story.

Art in the Gardens
Virginia Sitzes: Navigating
Back to My Birthday Suit

Botanical Balance FREE Yoga
Presented by Fowler Auto
Sponsored by OU Medicine and
Tinker Federal Credit Union
Lower Level of the Crystal Bridge
Conservatory
Tuesdays, 6 pm and Saturdays, 9 am
The instructor provided by the YMCA.
Best for ages 16 and up. Bring your
mat and water.
As we move into winter, yoga will be
held in the lower level of the Crystal
Bridge Conservatory. As a result, space
is limited and advanced registration is
required. All attendees must social
distance on their mats and wear masks
in order to participate.
Below are the dates through
December you can register for in
advance. For now, we have posted the
links for Tuesday evening classes. We’ll
keep you posted on Saturdays. If you
choose to register and need to cancel

please let us know. Classes fill up fast!
TUESDAYS December 15, 22, 29
SATURDAYS December 5, 12, 19
Classes are open to all levels, whether
you are a beginner or an experienced
yogi. Thanks to our new presenting
sponsors Fowler Auto and Tinker
Federal Credit Union, with sponsor OU
Medicine, yoga is offered two times
weekly free of charge.
For COVID-19 precautions, Botanical
Balance FREE Yoga in the Gardens
continues with these restrictions:

Guided Walking Tour
Saturday, December 19, 10 am
Last Saturday of the month except
for December’s walk. It will be a
week earlier due to Christmas
‘FREE – registration required
Expand your knowledge of Oklahoma
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December 3 – January 12
Visitor Lobby, Crystal Bridge
Conservatory
FREE to view during regular hours:
Daily, 9 am-5 pm;
Sunday, 11 am-5 pm
Virginia Sitzes is a printmaker, painter,
and muralist living in Oklahoma City.
She has exhibited regionally, taught
workshops, been the drawing and
painting liaison at Oklahoma Summer
Arts Institute at Quartz Mountain, and
is also a printmaking mentor for
Artspace at Untitled’s high school
mentorship program. In addition, Sitzes
is an active arts organizer, co-founding
the emerging artist collective, Art
Group OKC in 2017, and serves as
operations coordinator for the Connect:
Collect international print exchange. A
graduate of the University of
Oklahoma, Sitzes earned a bachelor’s
degree in printmaking in 2017. n

COMMUNITY

Pastors Payne and Thompson

Metro Churches Partner
to Address Race Issue
BY KRISTEN MARCKMANN

I

n the Oklahoma City Metropolitan area, Pastor Rodney Payne of
Bethlehem Star Baptist Church, a predominantly black church, and
Pastor Rick Thompson of Council Road Baptist Church, a
predominantly white church, have joined together to start conversations
and facilitate healthy relationships between their congregations.
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Pastor Rodney Payne, above.
Pastor Rick Thompson, left.

Payne and Thompson began their friendship about four
years ago when they participated in a broadcast on the
Trinity Broadcast Network promoting events for their
respective churches. The two had lost touch over the years,
but they rekindled their friendship in March at the OK Justice
Circle’s “Breaking Bread” breakfast, which was an event
intended to bring leaders from the black and white
communities together to discuss issues of race, implicit
bias, and impact of race on the broken criminal justice
system. After reconnecting at the breakfast, Payne and
Thompson made plans to start meeting for lunch on a
regular basis.
In the aftermath of the George Floyd murder and in all of
the racial unrest around the country, “we decided we needed
to be more intentional in getting together,” Thompson
states. In recent weeks, the two pastors have begun
speaking at each other’s church with the hopes that

connecting their churches will open up a line of
communication between their congregations.
“We come from different parts of the city. We come from
different cultures. We come from different ethnicities. Our
churches are different in that regard, but because we’ve got
Jesus in common, we’ve got everything in common.”
Thompson explains.
Although the style of worship varies between these two
churches, Payne and Thompson are demonstrating to their
congregations that they can still come together in a way
that celebrates their differences.
“Diversity doesn’t necessarily mean assimilation,” Payne
says. “It’s really okay to have your own culture and want to
worship in a different way, that doesn’t mean we can’t
accept and celebrate our differences.”
As Payne explains it, “We’re not going to heal racism, but
we are going to make a difference. I believe we’re already
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Pastors Payne and Thompson give each other a COVID-handshake

making a difference.”
Already in their collaboration, Payne and Thompson have
noticed their congregations engaging in conversation and
developing healthy relationships through virtual worship
services on social media. The young adult leaders of both
churches have followed their pastors’ lead and begun to
coordinate their own events to gather and engage younger
members of these two congregations.
“We are working on becoming a convergence of two
ministries,” explains Payne. “We are Christians first, and our
ethnicities second, and we bridge the gap with love. We are
working on the human heart”
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The two churches will invite the entire city to join them in
celebrating the beginning of the Advent season at their joint
Christmas event at the Myriad Botanical Gardens on
November 29. This celebration will allow the entire city to
gather as a family, celebrating their common beliefs as well
as their differences.
“We’re not going to solve every problem in Oklahoma City,”
Thompson explains. “We’re not going to single-handedly, or
double-handedly, solve the racial issues that we have in our
city, but we will do our part.” n

COMMUNITY

Local church to celebrate 50 years of Christmas
Candlelight Service tradition
BY ANGI BRUSS GAVIN

S

ince 1970, Council
Road Baptist
Church in Bethany
has celebrated the
holiday season and the birth
of Jesus with members of
the community during an
annual Candlelight Service
on Christmas Eve.
Though 2020 has looked very different in many ways, the 50th anniversary
of this beautiful and meaningful
tradition will continue on Thursday,
December 24, at 6 p.m. and 11 p.m. at
Council Road Baptist Church.
“This is our longest-running tradition
at Council Road. It started in 1970,
when the church was 7 years old,” said
Norman Behymer, Council Road Baptist
Ministry Strategist and Executive Pastor.
The heartwarming service is filled
with hope, and it ushers in Christmas
with special holiday music, an entertaining and original children’s video,
congregation Christmas carols, and the
telling of Jesus coming to earth. At the
end of the service, the worship center
is awash with the glow of candlelight
as everyone who attends sings “Silent
Night.”
Behymer explained one of the most

unique parts of the program that’s
memorable for children and parents.
“Children come in pj's and have a
new Christmas book read to them, and
each child gets a copy of the book
written and illustrated by our own
people here at Council Road. In fact,
this is our 10th year of writing and
illustrating an original book for our
Candlelight Service. This year’s book is
titled ‘It’s Only the Beginning.’”
In celebrating this milestone of the
Candlelight Service, each family who
attends will also receive a special 50th
edition Christmas ornament.
“I am so thankful that God has
brought us through another year
together as a church. And wow, what a

year this has been.” Behymer continued, “The unity of this church is so
profound and is a testimony to the
world around us that there is great love
here. The Bible says that they will know
us by our love, and this service brings
that scripture home to me each year. I
know that people in our city have had a
tough year and maybe a service like
this will remind us that with Christ all
is well.”
Council Road Baptist Church is
located at 2900 N. Council Road in
Bethany. Masks are strongly
encouraged but not required. The
Council Road Baptist worship center is
spacious, allowing for plenty of social
distancing to accommodate everyone
who wants to attend. The worship
center will be cleaned between the two
Candlelight Services. n
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Prix de West show goes on — virtually
No party, no clapping, but winners still shine
with impressive work
BY M. J. VAN DEVENTER

“T

Ballantyne, Young-Hand.

he show must go on.”

That may have been the motto for some
Barnum & Bailey circuses in their heyday. But
it proved to be a truthful slogan for the 2020 Prix de West
art exhibition at the National Cowboy Museum in
Oklahoma City.
Given the unseen and unknown dangers surrounding the
COVID-19 virus, the 48th annual Prix de West exhibition
and sale was canceled. Ouch! This is an event so close to
my heart. I had planned to attend. Having worked at the
National Cowboy Museum for almost two decades, this
show was one of my favorite exhibitions.
Producing the exquisite Prix de West art catalogue was a
major feature of my years at the museum. I did not realize
that when I was hired as the publications director almost
20 years ago. I thought I would only be producing the
museum’s quarterly magazine, Persimmon Hill, which
had an international circulation. The world loves cowboys.
Ya’ know!
I also did not know I would be producing and designing
an exquisite art catalog to accompany the annual
exhibition titled “Prix de West,” a French way of saying
“the prize of the West.” In the late 1980s, the museum’s
director and some patrons took a tour to Paris to celebrate
an exchange exhibition with a French museum. The
Oklahoma contingent returned home to Oklahoma and
named this art show and its catalogue the “Prix de West.”
Byron Price, the museum’s president at that time, stood
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Andrew Peters, left, was awarded the Major
General and Mrs. Don D. Pittman Wildlife
Award for Pleistocene Messengers, above.

Kyle Pozin, right, winner of the
Frederic Remington Painting Award
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Bill Anton, below, won the Prix de West Purchase Award this year for
Makeshift Ambulance, above.

tall in my office and asked, “What color will be on the cover of the
Prix de West catalogue this year?” Somehow I had missed that
duty in my job description as the director of publications.
I knew Byron drove a lipstick red Cadillac. If memory serves me
well, I think I said, “The catalogue cover will match your car
perfectly.” He was pleased. As I eased into my job, I chose the
cover of the catalogue to match whatever new fashion I would
wear on the opening day of the Prix de West weekend. I also chose
the speakers for the PdW seminars so those clothes became
fashion staples during the Prix de West weekend.
This year, because of the virus, there was no printed catalogue.
No formal ceremony with a large crowd clapping to honor the
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Harold Holden, photo by Phil Shockley OSU

award winning Prix de West artist, whose painting or
sculpture is now a part of the permanent Prix de West award
winners collection. The winning works now have their own
gallery, which is a nice touch.
This gallery is an impressive portrayal of the American
West and the cowboy lifestyle, seen through the artists’ eyes.
Among the collection, there are two paintings by Morgan
Weistling, a Texas artist and the only artist to win the
coveted award twice.
Bill Anton, of Prescott, Arizona, won the Prix de West
Purchase Award this year for his oil painting titled
“Makeshift Ambulance.” Anton, 63, said, “I’ve done this
show for 23 years and it’s been a joy in my life. It’s an honor
just to be here.” His award-winning painting will now hang
in the Museum’s Prix de West Gallery.
Anton is no newcomer to the awards bestowed on artists
at the annual Prix de West show. In 2009, Anton won both
the Robert Lougheed Memorial Award and the Express
Ranches Great American Cowboy Award. He captured the
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Express Ranches award again in 2011 and 2018.
Natalie Shirley, the museum’s president, said, “We wanted
the thrill and excitement of announcing this year’s winners
to come through even if we were hosting the announcement
virtually. These winners are truly deserving and it was
wonderful to gather and celebrate them, even if it was from
a safe distance this year.”
“We want to congratulate Bill on his exceptional work and
the recognition of the Purchase Award this year,” Shirley
added. “He is an exceptional talent in the Western Art world
and we are honored to add this piece to the Museum’s
permanent collection.”
Instead of the usual Saturday noon luncheon
announcement of the Prix de West award winner, Shirley
conducted a virtual announcement. Of course, it wasn’t the
same as the usual public announcement of the winner. But
it was in keeping with COVID-19 standards.
In lieu of the usual 100 plus page Prix de West catalog,
the museum is providing a full virtual tour of the show. This
allows western art enthusiasts from around the world to tour
the entire Prix de West exhibition and view each piece of art
as if they were standing in the Museum’s galleries. The
online catalog can be accessed at
nationalcowboymuseum.org/prixdewest.

Other 2020 Prix de West award winners:
Donald Teague Memorial Award
An award of $3,000 for exceptional artistic merit for a
work on paper, sponsored by Scottsdale Auction. Scott
Burdick and the Ponca Nation were the winners.
Express Ranches Great American Cowboy Award
An award of $3,000 for best cowboy subject matter,
sponsored by Robert A. Funk and Express Ranches.

Ralph Oberg, below, awarded the Wilson Hurley Memorial Award for his landscape, A Remnant of Wildness, above.

James Earle Fraser Sculpture Award
An award of $3,000 for exceptional artistic merit for a sculpture,
sponsored by the Charlie Russell Riders in honor of Steve Rose. Winner:
Harold T. Holden for Strike Lightning.
Major General and Mrs. Don D. Pittman Wildlife Award
An award of $3,000 for exceptional artistic merit for a wildlife painting
or sculpture, sponsored by the Estate of the late Major General and Mrs.
Don D. Pittman. Winner: Andrew Peters, Pleistocene Messengers.
Wilson Hurley Memorial Award
An award of $3,000 for exceptional artistic merit for a landscape,
sponsored by Rod Moore. Winner, Ralph Oberg, A Remnant of
Wildness.
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Robert Lougheed Memorial Award
An award of $3,000 for best display of three or more works
chosen by Prix de West exhibiting artists, sponsored by
Barbara and Roger Simons in memory of Faydra and George
Simons, true Western enthusiasts. Winner: Matt Smith,
North Fork Creek, North Wash Autumn, Point Lobos and
The San Miguel in Winter
Frederic Remington Painting Award
An award of $3,000 for exceptional artistic merit for a

Matt Smith, above, was awarded the Robert
Lougheed Memorial Award.
Scott Burdick, below, won the Donald Teague
Memorial Award with Ponca Nation, right.
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painting, sponsored by Donna Holt, Jan Provine and Terri
Sadler in loving memory of their parents, Russ & Dortha
Sadler, lifetime members and docents. Winner: Kyle Polzin,
Buffalo Drum.
Exhibition Sponsors: The 48th annual Prix de West
Invitational Art Exhibition & Sale was made possible by the
Presenting Event Sponsor, Eskridge Lexus of Oklahoma City
and The Burnett Foundation. n
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Chickasaw storyteller honored with
Silver Feather Award
BY GENE LEHMANN
CHICKASAW NATION MEDIA RELATIONS

ADA — Celebrated Chickasaw
storyteller and author Glenda
Galvan is the 2020 recipient of the
prestigious Silver Feather Award.
Chickasaw Nation Gov, Bill Anoatubby said that
Galvan is very deserving of the honor.
“Glenda Galvan is a gifted storyteller, teacher and
historian who has dedicated her life to promoting,
preserving and revitalizing Chickasaw culture and
history,” Anoatubby said. “Her efforts to teach the
storytelling tradition and her work to help preserve
historic sites such as the Chickasaw White House
help ensure future generations better understand
and appreciate our culture and history.”
The honor was created in 1999 by the Chickasaw
Nation to spotlight Chickasaws who have
committed their lives to the preservation and
revitalization of Chickasaw culture, language and
traditions.
“I was really surprised and this award is the most
precious one to me because of what it means:
preserving our culture,” Galvan said.
“I love the culture of the Chickasaw Nation and
who we are. I also love who we were. Our ancestors
before us passed down our stories and history. They
worked diligently to keep the Chickasaw culture
proud and it is up to us to continue that legacy,”
she said.
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Glenda Galvan

Galvan has published three children’s books in both English and
Chickasaw, and presented these stories at the National Museum of
the American Indian in Washington, D.C.
Born in Coal County, Oklahoma, Galvan worked for the Chickasaw
Nation for more than 27 years before retiring as manager of the

Chickasaw White House, located in Emet.
Galvan was born into the fox clan of the Chickasaw Nation
and is the storyteller for her clan. Her family name,
Ayakatubby, means “to go down and kill” in Chickasaw. Her
family served the tribe as hunters.
She has served on numerous museum boards and her
writing has been published by organizations such as the
Smithsonian Institute, the National Park Service,
Wonderland Press, Chickasaw Press and Chelsea House
Publishers. She often travels the country, as well as Canada
and Mexico, sharing her culture and traditional
Southeastern First American stories.
Galvan received a bachelor’s degree in education from the
University of Oklahoma and was the first curator and
repatriation representative for the Chickasaw Nation
Museum and Library.
One of Galvan’s publications, a children’s book titled
“Chikasha Stories, A Shared Spirit,” won the Oklahoma
Department of Libraries “Best in Category” award. “A
Shared Spirit” was the first in a series of three books. The
trio of books is illustrated by Jeannie Barbour, who serves
the Chickasaw Nation as creative development director.
Barbour also is a writer and historian, invaluable to the tribe
in the movies “Te Ata” and “Montford: The Chickasaw
Rancher,” which is in post-production.
All the stories in Galvan’s books are drawn from
Chickasaw oral tradition. The books mark the first bilingual
book series published by the Chickasaw Press. The stories
are told in both English and Chickasaw.
Galvan’s books serve as an introduction to the Chickasaw
language, while preserving the storytelling tradition so vital
to Chickasaw culture. The books introduce the kindred spirit
Chickasaw people have always shared with animals and
nature. Each of Galvan’s stories teaches important life
lessons and provides an ancient Chickasaw perspective on
why things in nature occur the way they do.

She is currently active helping the U.S. Census count
individuals residing in the United States. The census count
is promoted and encouraged by the Chickasaw Nation. When
the total population is tallied, it will determine how billions
of taxpayer dollars are distributed in America’s cities,
counties, health facilities and states. It could also increase
or decrease the number of seats in the U.S. House of
Representatives depending on population shifts.

About the Silver Feather Award
The Chickasaw Nation Silver Feather Award was established
in 1999 to honor Chickasaws who have committed their lives
to the presentation and preservation of Chickasaw culture,
language and way of life.
These rare individuals have taken steps to pass along
their unique knowledge to a younger generation of
Chickasaws. They have committed to activities in their daily
lives that bring awareness to Chickasaw people.
The name of the award is appropriate, because the feather
is one of the most honored gifts that a First American can
receive. Silver was chosen because of its endurance and
captivating shine that caught the eye of Chickasaw
ancestors more than 500 years ago and became a much
sought after trade item.
Since its inception, 21 people have received the Silver
Feather Award. These include: Adam Walker, 1999; Pauline
Walker, 2000; Charlie Carter, 2001; Juanita Byars, 2002; Sim
Greenwood, 2003; Geneva Holman, 2004; Leerene Frazier,
2005; Rose Jefferson, 2006; Stanley Smith, 2007; Marie
Beck, 2008; Jerry Underwood, 2009; Catherine Pickens
Willmond, 2010; Weldon Fulsom, 2011; Emma McLeod, 2012;
Jerry Imotichey, 2013; Virginia Alexander Bolen, 2014; Sam
Johnson, 2015; Sue Fish, 2016; Daniel Worchester, 2017;
Pauline Brown, 2018 and Harold Stick, 2019. n
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Chickasaw Nation Dynamic Woman of the Year

Margaret Roach Wheeler
BY BRANDON FRYE
CHICKASAW NATION MEDIA RELATIONS

SULPHUR — Ten years ago,
Chickasaw weaver and fashion
designer Margaret Roach Wheeler
was inducted into the Chickasaw
Hall of Fame. Now, while closing a
chapter in her life, she is being
named the 2020 Dynamic Woman
of the Year by Chickasaw Nation
Gov. Bill Anoatubby.
“Margaret is a multi-talented individual who has
devoted her career to creating beautiful art and
promoting Chickasaw culture,” Anoatubby said.
“She is an artist, teacher, mentor and
businesswoman whose work will have a positive
impact for generations.”
“I do what I love, and to be rewarded for that is
just the greatest thing. I wouldn’t change
anything,” Wheeler said.
“I was so humbled by the Hall of Fame,” she said.
"It just made me realize I wanted to earn it. I
wanted to be there, create things, perform, help
Chickasaws.”
And so she did, with a dedication and work ethic
she said was instilled by her parents.
She has mentored new generations of weavers,
shaped the artistic learning opportunities offered
from within the Chickasaw Nation, founded a first54 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020

Margaret Roach Wheeler

of-its-kind weaving business, brought influential artists into the
heart of the tribe and shepherded in community members to learn
Chickasaw culture.
The roles of educator, mentor, cultural advocate and

businesswoman are perhaps not the ones for which Wheeler
“I was already established, and I could share with them
are most known, but they are very much how she spent her
stories about following their dreams. Because really,
time with the Chickasaw Nation since moving to Sulphur
becoming a fashion designer and artist was a dream of
and putting down roots.
mine. The weaving is just a means to an end,” she said.
Lona Barrick, executive officer of cultural tourism for the
During her stint teaching at the academy, Wheeler worked
Chickasaw Nation, was one of the first within the tribe to
to start a program, which would send two young Chickasaw
notice Wheeler and offer an intriguing invitation. It was an
fashion designers a year to New York City to meet other
offer to collaborate with Chickasaw composer Jerod Tate and artists from around the world and pick up some tricks of the
Chickasaw poet Linda Hogan.
trade.
The project was called Lowak
“Oh my gosh, to watch their
Shoppala’, a collaborative multieyes. You could just see them
Wheeler served as the
media stage production. It
growing in their knowledge and
artist
in
residence
at
the
showcased Chickasaw clothing
being accepted into the world. Our
Smith-sonian’s
National
through history, and Wheeler –
Chickasaw students excelled and
then a successful world-trotting
realized they were excelling with
Museum of the
artist in her own right –
boys and girls from all over,” she
American Indian in
designed the costuming. It was
said.
New
York.
She
exhibited
the first big project which
Always thinking big and
works at the Museum of believing you can accomplish
brought Wheeler back to the area
her family had once called home.
Art and Design and the anything you set your mind to
“One of the biggest
were among the lessons she
Institute
of
American
compliments I’ve received for my
hoped to teach her students.
Indian
Arts
weaving and designs was from
This also applied to the group of
LaDonna Brown who said I
weavers who joined Mahota
brought history alive with the clan costumes in Lowak
Studios, which Wheeler developed out of the ARTesian
Shoppala’,” Wheeler said. “A thousand years of Chickasaw
Gallery & Studios in Sulphur. In part, her goal with Mahota
clothing, designing it, creating it – it was just eye opening
Studios was cultural outreach. Wheeler worked with new
to me. I loved every minute of that. It was a big turning point weavers and watched them grow in their capabilities, some
for me and really my first connection with the tribe.”
to the point of making a living with their creations.
Soon, Wheeler was asked to become one of the Chickasaw
One of Wheeler’s weaving protégés, Taloa Underwood, went
Nation’s Artists in Residence.
on to help her launch Mahota Textiles, a business owned and
“It has just been a wonderful homecoming for me, to be
operated by the Chickasaw Nation. Wheeler said she sees
able to come here and find my culture through the artist in
Mahota Textiles as a way to give back to the tribe, which has
residence. I found my culture and family in the Chickasaw
supported her on her journey.
Nation,” she said.
Wheeler served as the artist in residence at the
It wasn’t long before she got involved with the Chickasaw Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian in
Nation Arts Academy teaching fashion design. Earlier in life, New York. She exhibited works at the Museum of Art and
she worked as a high school teacher, so it was a welcomed
Design and the Institute of American Indian Arts, among
and familiar role.
others. She won numerous awards including the President’s
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Award at the Red Earth Festival and textile awards at the
“We are a matriarchal tribe. Our tribe has honored that
2009 Souteastern Art Show and Market. Some of her other
through all these years. Since 2006, making it a stated
awards and honors include the Okllahoma Governor’s Award award with the Dynamic Woman has been really powerful.
for the Arts and serving as Creative Arts Ambassador for the That continuation of seeing women as equals and decision
State of Oklahoma. She is the owner of Mahota Handwovens, makers is something I really appreciate. How wonderful to
where she designs contemporary fashions and traditional
be with a tribe that feels that way about you. Women have
First American regalia.
always been honored by the Chickasaw nation,” Wheeler
“It’s all because of what the tribe has given me the
said.
opportunity to do,” she said. “These are opportunities you
About the Dynamic Woman of the Year
usually don’t get, and it’s through the Chickasaws I’ve had
Established in 2006, the Chickasaw Nation Dynamic Woman
these opportunities. That’s why I’m so excited about talking
of the Year Award honors Chickasaw
about it, letting people know how
women who have made significant
wonderful we are and how wonderful
I
do
what
I
love,
contributions to the tribe, serve as role
it is to have backing. If you have an
and
to
be
rewarded
models to other Chickasaws and other
idea and it gets backed, you can
help other people.
for that is just the citizens, enriching their communities
and society at large.
“I think one of the things our tribe
greatest thing. I
Chickasaw women have historically
has done is find people who can be
wouldn’t
change
been an integral part of the warrior
role models, go out and bring people
anything.”
society, serving as guards and coming
in. Because I was brought in and it
has been a wonderful experience,:
— Margaret Roach Wheeler to the aid of warriors in battle.
Chickasaw women know how to handle
Wheeler said.
adversity, difficulties and trials with courage and
This year Wheeler stepped down as a Chickasaw Nation
determination. They are able to reach from within and
Artist in Residence.
“I thought, you know, I’ll be 78 next year, it’s time for me to accomplish things which seem beyond ordinary capabilities,
retire. I’ll still be here weaving and teaching if anyone needs as has been their tradition for many generations.
As leaders in education, healthcare, arts, cultural advome. But I won’t be working for the tribe, per se. This is all
cacy, the legal profession, politics, social services and
coming right at this time, with this award and everything.
It’s an accumulation of probably the last 14 years, my pride community development, Chickasaw women continue to
forge new roads that serve as a force of empowerment for
in being Chickasaw,” she said.
girls, women and men of all ages.
Now, being named the 2020 Chickasaw Nation Dynamic
Previous awardees include Dr. Judylee Oliva, Lisa JohnsonWoman of the Year, Wheeler feels like she has done the work
Billy, Dr. Tina Marie Cooper, Dr. Teresa M. Shavney, Mildred
to be honored. This honor serves as a capstone. She said
“Millie” Blackmon, Steffani Cochran, Ellen Brooker,
both the Chickasaw Hall of Fame and Dynamic Woman of
Dr. Shannon Speed, Dr, Karen Goodnight, May Ruth Barnes,
the Year touched her deeply and changed her life.
Shelby Rowe, Brenda Kingery, Dr. Amanda Cobb-Greetham
“It’s all because they asked me to come to work on Lowak
and Merry Monroe. n
in the very beginning. One little incident in your life can
completely change it. I’m a fortunate artist and I’m a
fortunate woman.
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OVAC Grant Recipients for Fall 2020
Quarterly Grants Available to Oklahoma Artists

A

s part of the mission to grow and
develop Oklahoma’s visual arts
community, the Oklahoma Visual
Arts Coalition (OVAC) provides
funding to visual artists through quarterly
grants.
These grants are cash funds intended to help artists at all
stages of their career to develop creatively and grow
professionally. Through this program, OVAC not only hopes to
offer opportunities to artists, but to ensure creative
communities throughout the state thrive through its artists.
The fall 2020 OVAC grant awardees are as follows: Carrie
Kouts (Oklahoma City), Shelby Head (Tulsa), and a
collaboration by Malcolm Zachariah and Emma Difani
(Oklahoma City).
“We are thrilled to award these grants and to be able to
support these artists’ practice. We believe these funds give
artists the leverage they need to push their career further,”
says Krystle Brewer, Executive Director for the Oklahoma
Visual Arts Coalition.
Last year alone, OVAC awarded $16,000 to 24 diverse
projects, ranging in different media and experiences.
One grantee, Tulsa-based artist Shelby Head said, “I’m
thrilled and grateful to have been awarded Oklahoma Visual
Arts Coalition’s Professional Basics Grant. My household
budget includes a limited sum of money set aside each
month for art supplies. I spend a considerable amount of
back-and-forth time deciding what supplies I have to have
in my studio for the month and what purchases can be
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postponed. The money awarded to me by OVAC opens the
door for much appreciated support.”
Below are the OVAC granting categories and fall 2020
awardees:
Professional Basics Grant: This grant awards up to $500
and the artist must match the awarded funds. For
essentials of getting started: quality artwork samples,
display/framing, shipping, or website development. The
OVAC Grants Committee evaluates each application by
measuring the quality of the project and the applicant’s
ability to complete the project.

Shelby Head, Am I That Name?, Tulsa
An OVAC Professional Basics grant will help fund the
completion of Head’s new series, Am I That Name?, by
providing financial assistance for the construction of

sculptures and their bases. This exhibition asks questions
about queer theory using toilet pictogram inspired figures as
form and gender as subject. There will be three parts to the
final collection: free standing sculptures, works on paper,
and portraits of queerness through film. The materials and
titles for the works move with the subject of queer, personal
identity, memory and emotion.
Community/Artist Partnership (CAP): This grant awards
up to $1,200 (matched by a partner organization) for
initiating community-based projects leading to artwork
creation. Applications are evaluated based on three criteria:
the benefit to the community from this project, the concept
of the project, the quality of the artwork, and the applicant’s
ability to complete the project.

Malcolm Zachariah and Emma Difani, Seed Reef,
Oklahoma City
An OVAC Community Artist Partnership grant will fund the
collaborative project, Seed Reef, an immersive, sculpted

Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition
partners with Andy Warhol
Foundation
More funding available
to support artists’ innovation
The Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition (OVAC) has been
invited into an ongoing, annual partnership with The Andy
Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts through their
Regional Regranting Program.
This partnership provides more funding opportunities to
further support artists’ innovation throughout Oklahoma.
In the first year of partnership, grants will be issued as
COVID-19 economic relief grants in the form of Oklahoma
Visual Artists Emergency Grants. These grants will be
issued in two rounds, awarding 80 grants in the amount
of $1,000 per grant ($80,000 in total). The awardees
must demonstrate that they are practicing artists and
attest that they have experienced a financial hardship
due to the current economic crisis. Awardees will be
selected through a lottery system and applicants may
reapply in if they are not selected in the first round.
“It is an absolute honor to be asked by The Andy Warhol
Foundation for the Visual Arts to join their highly
esteemed Regional Regranting program,” says executive
director, Krystle Brewer. “And, it couldn’t have come at a
more desperate time. The arts sector has been dramatically impacted by the pandemic. Artists have lost festivals,
exhibitions, commissions, and more. Additionally, many
artists have supplemental jobs in the service industry,
which has also experienced a devastating loss, leaving
artists struggling financially. We know it isn’t enough, but
we hope these grants can offer these artists some
financial relief.”
The first round of grants opened October 15 and closed
November 17. Recipients will be notified by November 20
and funds will be distributed on November 25. For a full
timeline and dates for the first and second rounds, visit
thrivegrants.org. Á
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After the distribution of the Oklahoma Visual Artists
Emergency Grants ends in December 2020, OVAC will
launch a new Thrive Grants program for eligible Oklahoma
artists. Thrive Grants are an ongoing, annual partnership
with The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts,
which will fund 12 artist-led, collaborative projects from
across the state of Oklahoma in the amount of $5,000
each. The funded projects must culminate in a publicfacing program such as an exhibition, performance,
screening, or other publicly accessible outcome.
As COVID-19 is limiting in-person events, this publicfacing program may also be accessed digitally such as a
live stream, digital meeting, website, or other virtually
accessible platform. The grants will prioritize artist
projects that create new collaborations, connections, and
partnerships. This cross-disciplinary approach
strengthens outcomes and fuels creativity. More
information about this new program will be available at
thrivegrants.org in January of 2021 with the application
deadlines set for June of 2021.
The Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition (OVAC) grows and
develops Oklahoma’s visual arts community through
education, promotion, connection, and funding. For 32
years as a nonprofit, OVAC has helped Oklahoma artists
enrich the state through their creative endeavors. Our
organization is honored to be invited by The Andy Warhol
Foundation for the Visual Arts to participate in the
Regional Regranting Program. This unmatched funding
for visual artists’ projects in our state will have an
astounding and residual impact in our arts community —
both in funding artists’ visions and providing creative
projects for community engagement.
For more information about the Oklahoma Visual Artists
Emergency Grant application, call Hayley Olson at (405)
879-2400 or email at hayley@ovac-ok.org. For more
information about the Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition
visit, ovac-ok.org. n
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Kirigami paper sculpture by
Malcom Zachariah
pand Emma Difani.

paper installation of a coral reef under threat from
human-caused environmental degradation. Opening at
ahha Tulsa, in November 2021, visitors will be able to
walk “underwater” through the kirigami (cut and folded
paper) reef as it transitions from a colorful, vibrant
section full of corals, fish, and other sea life to a barren
wasteland of bleached coral skeletons.
During the exhibition, visitors will be invited to “restore”
the damaged portion of the reef. The interactivity is
fundamental to the project and will empower visitors to
direct action by making their own coral reef fauna and
flora. These pieces will then be integrated into the
installation. The audience’s role in this work is vital and
the artists plan to engage visitors through demos,
workshops, and the physical interaction with the pieces of
paper.
Creative Projects Grant: The OVAC Creative Projects
grant awards up to $1,500, for creating new work that will
culminate in a public event. Applications are evaluated
based on three criteria: the concept of the project, the
quality of the artwork, how career-altering the opportunity
is, and the applicant’s ability to complete the project.

Carrie Kouts sculpture

Carrie Kouts, Dominion, Oklahoma City
An OVAC Creative Projects grant will help fund Kouts’ pieces
for the Art Now 2021 exhibition. Kouts’ series, titled
Dominion, is a series of sculptures that investigate how
humankind has altered and shaped our natural environment
to be more idealistic and to fit in, or around our established
civilizations. This concept is shown by creating box-like
sculptures from concrete and construction materials, which
contain scaled-down forested landscapes that also appear
to be made of concrete.
These miniature landscapes become scenes of impossible
physics as trees, bushes, and other natural elements jut out
of vertical walls. Audiences are given a sense of what it
would look like if you took a section of Yellowstone and
folded it like a box. These distinctive forms allude to the

direct collision that
humans have created
between nature and
development.
OVAC grant recipients
are selected by two
grants committees; no
OVAC staff member
serves on either
committee. Any
interested applicant is
encouraged to reach out
to Hayley Olson,
Membership & Outreach
Coordinator, with their
questions regarding
OVAC grants. In addition,
quarterly office hours are
offered to artists needing
help with their applications. The office hours take place the
week before each deadline and are comprised of five, thirtyminute sessions. Sign-up is free and sessions are firstcome, first-served. Participants are asked to prepare the
application prior to their session for review. More
information can be found on the OVAC website at
www.ovacgrants.org.
The Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition (OVAC) grows and
develops Oklahoma’s visual arts community through
education, promotion, connection, and funding. For 32 years
as a nonprofit, OVAC has helped Oklahoma artists enrich the
state through their creative endeavors. OVAC’s granting
program is supported by Allied Arts, National Endowment for
the Arts, the Oklahoma Arts Council, George Kaiser Family
Foundation, and Kirkpatrick Family Fund. n
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Honoring innovative, creative
and inspiring Oklahomans under 30

under

From Lt. Governor Matt Pinnell

oklahoma

Congratulations!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
Friday, January 22, 2021 | 7:30 PM

THE TENTH ANNUAL

VIRTUAL
NextGen Under 30
AWARD CEREMONY
Friday, January 22, 2021
7:30 PM
TUNE IN to virtual live broadcast
www.nextgenunder30.com

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO
VIRTUALLY ATTEND THE 10 TH ANNUAL

NEXTGEN UNDER 30
VIRTUAL AWARD CEREMONY
Virtual Awards Ceremony Staging

THE VIRTUAL LIV E NE XTG E N AWAR D C E R E MONY W IL L
INC LUDE AL L 2020 W INNE RS AND THEIR G UE STS.

THE EIGHTH
ANNUAL

NEXTGEN
UNDER

30

FR IDAY, JANUA R Y 2 2 , 2 0 21 | 7 :3 0 PM
TUNE IN TO THE LIV E B R OADCAST
WWW.N E XTGE N U N D E R30.COM

Awards Ceremony

NEXTG E NUNDE R30 .COM

Friday, January 22, 2021

NEXTG E NUNDE R30 .COM

Official Virtual Awards
Ceremony Program

R EBROADCA ST O F T H E
1 0 ANNUA L NEX TGEN UNDER 30 VI RT UAL AWAR DS CER EMO NY
WI LL BE A P P ROX IM AT ELY TWEN T Y-O N E DAY S A FTER CEREM ON Y

OUR MISSION
CONNECT | EDUCATE | INSPIRE | COORDINATE | ACT

Welcome to the

1 0 th ANNUAL N EX T GEN UNDER 30 AWA RD S CE R EMO NY
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 2020 HONOREES…
ion Oklahoma Magazine Online is one of the fastest growing
online digital lifestyle publications and news-entertainment
website (www.ionok.com). Since 2011 we have grown to over
46,400 opt-in subscribers located primarily in 4 counties and 79
different zip codes in central Oklahoma.
As an important part of this growth, we discovered the
largest segment of our email subscriber database were young
Oklahomans born between the years 1980 and 2000.
Therefore, in 2011 we started a promotional campaign annually to honor young
millennials under the age of 30. We wanted to recognize innovative, creative, and inspiring
young Oklahomans under the age of 30 who will be the future leaders of Oklahoma.
CONGRATULATIONS!
With Best Regards,

Donald B. Swift
Donald B. Swift

www.nextgenunder30.com

UNDER

ART
Momentum 2020 at Dead People’s Stuff, Oklahoma City

Call to Artists: MOMENTUM 2021
Applications are Open for Spotlight and Survey Artists

T

he Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition
(OVAC) is seeking submissions
from Oklahoma artists, ages 30
and younger, to participate as
Spotlight and Survey Artists in their
Momentum 2021 exhibitions. The
application opened October 1st, 2020,
and the application deadlines are
November 19th, 2020, for Spotlight, and
January 14th, 2021, for General Survey.
In a break from normal programming due to the current
pandemic, selected works for Momentum 2021 will travel to
MAINSITE in Norman and Living Arts of Tulsa as month-long
exhibitions, debuting in Norman on March 3, 2021.
Guest curators narrow a highly competitive pool of artwork
submissions for the coveted Momentum Spotlight positions.
The Guest Curator this year is Pablo Barrera, Oklahoma
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Contemporary Arts Center’s inaugural Curatorial Fellow.
Working alongside Barrera to choose the Spotlight and
Survey artists will be Emerging Curator, Kristin Gentry.
“I am excited to be part of a contemporary art experience
that explores and celebrates our region’s up-and-coming
artistic voices,” says Barrera. “Contemporary art invites
people of all backgrounds to engage with different
viewpoints; Momentum offers an exciting glimpse into how
our growing Oklahoma artistic communities push
themselves creatively in their chosen media. Sharing these
new artists’ talents encourages our audiences to expand the
definition of what contemporary art can be.”
Selected by the curators in December 2020, the three
Spotlight Artists receive an honorarium of $1,000 each to
create new artistic projects for Momentum. The Spotlight
artists also receive three months of guidance from the guest
and emerging curator, in efforts to refine their projects.

Viewers admiring Kenzie Adair’s work,
Momentum 2019 at Factory Obscura

“Momentum is a crucial program for Oklahoma’s young
and emerging artists. For many of them, they are exhibiting
and selling work for the first time. This equips them with the
skills and experience to apply for more exhibition
opportunities in the future,” says Krystle Brewer, OVAC’s
executive director. “It is also a great platform to see who are
Oklahoma’s next rising stars and to show our support early
in their careers.”
Liz Boudreaux, Momentum committee co-chair, explained
why this exhibition is integral to the Oklahoma art scene.
“Momentum is special because it’s something the
community looks forward to every year. It gives young and
emerging artists an opportunity to share their diverse
perspectives, and the art at Momentum is always thought
provoking. Paired with live music, interactive components,
and the community, it’s one of the city’s leading events.”
For 32 years as a nonprofit, OVAC has helped Oklahoma
artists enrich the state. OVAC presents Momentum 2021 in
partnership with MAINSITE in Norman and Living Arts of
Tulsa. This program is supported by The Andy Warhol
Foundation for the Visual Arts, National Endowment for the

Arts, George Kaiser Family Foundation, Kirkpatrick Family
Fund, and the Oklahoma Arts Council. OVAC is an Allied Arts
member agency.
The Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition (OVAC) grows and
develops Oklahoma’s visual arts community through
education, promotion, connection, and funding.
For more information regarding Momentum 2021 please
visit: www.MomentumOklahoma.org.

Curator Bios:
Momentum 2021 Guest Curator, Pablo Barrera, is
Oklahoma Contemporary
Arts Center’s inaugural
Curatorial Fellow. He is
committed to creating
strategies for formal and
informal art education,
especially raising
awareness of Indigenous
Momentum 2021 Guest
Curator, Pablo Barrera
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Momentum 2021 Emerging Curator
Kristin Gentry

Momentum 2020 Spotlight Artist Spencer
Plumlee. Photo by Cole Chandler
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STAND IN
YOUR
TRUTH
Tulsa woman building
legacy with hometown,
overseas work

BY GARLAND MCWATTERS

C

arlisha Bradley speaks with a sense of
purpose and conviction when she talks
about what it means to her to begin building
a legacy.

“I am a product of the people who chose to invest in me,” she said in a
Zoom interview for the Spirit of Leading podcast.
“What does it mean to not be the only at the table, but to create and
bring a new table or more seats to that table?” asks Carlisha, who is
executive director of Impact Tulsa and founder of Women Empowering
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Nations. Appointed by Oklahoma Governor
Kevin Stitt, Carlisha is the only member of
the current Oklahoma State Board of
Education to have taught in a public school,
and she is the only African-American on the
board.
“So my next level of leadership is how am I
creating space for others to come along side
me, behind me, with me and pouring down
those lessons learned and equipping women,

Impact Tulsa team, above.
Carlisha with Joy Hofmeister, State
Superintendent of Public Instruction and
Brian Bobek, Oklahoma State Board of
Education Member, right.
Photos: Alexandra Jordan Photography

and especially women of color, to elevate
and amplify their voices, to have a seat
at the table and so literally lead from
their authentic space,” she said.

How Carlisha became a
woman with moxie
Carlisha reminisced of her growing
up in Tulsa and attending Union
schools where she never had a teacher
that looked like her. She wanted to
follow in her father’s footsteps as a
teacher but went to the University of
Oklahoma for a business degree in
entrepreneurship. While at OU she
volunteered in a northeast Oklahoma

City school, and the fire lit to teach and
to help girls of color. She earned a
second major in African and AfricanAmerican studies and a minor in nonprofit management.

Then it was off to Syracuse University
for a masters in non-profit
management. Her professor for the
girl’s education in a developing world
class was a former executive with the

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER ion Oklahoma 69

February 2020 Women Empowering Nations Leadership Session with middle school girls in Cape Town, South Africa

UN World Food Programme. He presented a service project
opportunity to develop an educational and leadership
program in The Gambia. Carlisha’s proposal was accepted.
She headed for western Africa soon afterward.
The project evolved into the Women Empowering Nations
foundation, founded by Carlisha after she returned to Tulsa
via the Teach for America program. Since 2009, she has
made more than 20 trips to Africa taking young women of
color from Oklahoma and Texas with her on teaching
seminars to engage with young women in hosting countries
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that now include Ghana, South Africa, and Tanzania.
The foundation’s website describes the purpose of Women
Empowering Nations as, “Forging a path for underserved
girls of color to develop as global leaders,” an ambitious
mission.
So, when the Tulsa YWCA announced its list of 100 Tulsa
women with moxie as part of its centennial anniversary, it’s
no wonder that Carlisha Williams Bradley was on it. And she
has been recognized numerous times for her contributions to
education and helping to elevate women of color.

Carlisha says the honors are humbling as she finds
herself standing next to women she has looked up to for
their inspiring examples.
“It’s great to know that other young ladies can be inspired
and see some of the work that I’m doing.”
She admits the recognition is special, “But even if those
awards weren’t there, I would still have this joy in just being
able to do the work.”

Standing in your authentic truth
Among the lessons learned on her journey, Carlisha says
recognizing her authentic self and helping other young

women, and especially young women of color, to do likewise
is paramount.
“I’ve grown on this journey in realizing that authenticity
matters and being able to stand in your truth and being
confident in that.”
She encourages young people obsessed with resumé
building to do something of value, and the resumé will take
care of itself.
“When you are focused and you have your head down and
you are doing the things you care about, that you value, your
character shines naturally. . . It’s who you are.”
The journey also has given Carlisha a new appreciation for

Leading a small group discussion during the Women Empowering Nations Girls Leading Our World Seminar in Accra, Ghana in 2018
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Carlisha with husband, Adrian, and son, Carter.

herself. She now thinks of herself as a risk-taker since
learning to fail forward and dig deeper and go bigger.
“It has allowed me to stand on the confidence of my
leadership and to grow and to know there is deep purpose in
what I have to say and in what I have to do, and that
culminates with meaningful joy, and I could not imagine a
life without that now.”
And that includes her work with Impact Tulsa. She points
with pride to the innovations being put forth to engage
community partners to help bring resources to, what she
calls, “the larger ecosystem,” that involves food resources,
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jobs, environmental improvements, and all the factors that
play into driving systemic change.
As Carlisha contemplates what’s next, she reflects on a
quote she posted on her Facebook page, “I didn’t come this
far just to come this far.” When asked what that means to
her, without hesitation she said, “I want to build a new
table.”
Hear the complete Spirit of Leading podcast interview with
Carlisha Bradley at https://www.inpoweredtolead.com/
075-stand-in-your-truth-carlisha-bradley/ n

BUSINESS

The Bradford House
boutique hotel has
unique history
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T

he Bradford House, a one-of-a-kind
boutique hotel in Oklahoma City, is
making a name for itself in the
hospitality industry.

The unique hotel, 1235 NW 38 Street, has a variety of rooms
ranging from historic to modern and prices starting at $119 a
night. The modern rooms include queen and king-size beds,
plus bunk beds for children.
Meanwhile, the historic rooms are considered colorful,
spacious, charming and luxurious depending which one
guests request. The Superior King room is reminiscent of a
Paris apartment, which makes it something to write home
about. The Superior King room has soaring vaulted ceilings
and separate seating areas. The bathrooms feature freestanding oversized cast iron soaking tubs for when guests
want that extra “me time.”
The Bradford House can serve as host to a small intimate
gathering as well as large-scale events and private parties
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Outside and in the front doors to the Bradford House.

up to 100 people complete with specialty catering and
bar capabilities and a classically French-trained
dessert and pastry chef. Room blocks are available for
more than 80 overnight guests.
Bradford House has the space to distinguish any
event as something special. The 3,000 square feet of
meeting and event space encompasses three indoor
venues and a tranquil outdoor courtyard framed by
firepits, a water fountain and lush gardens.
The Bradford House has a long history that started
when William L. Bradford came to Oklahoma City from
Kansas in 1889, following in his own father’s footsteps
who had settled here a few years earlier.
The son of a well-respected Methodist minister,
Bradford, Jr. became a cattleman with a successful
dairy business, was elected county clerk, and later
became a traveling representative of school furniture
and supplies out of Chicago.
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Bradford’s extensive travels gave him many wonderful stories and wares to share with
family and visiting friends.
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The modern rooms extend across the back of the historic building on the north and east.

Lore tells of Bradford’s interest in faraway lands, and his
extensive travels gave him many wonderful stories and
wares to share with family and visiting friends. He was
known for his congeniality and hospitality — a spirit that
carries through to today’s ownership.
His decision to build a luxury residence in this location

proved fortuitous with the advance of Oklahoma City’s first
trolley lines. Spearheaded by Anton Classen and John
Shartel, contemporaries of William’s, the town builders
helped bring the Oklahoma Railway Company to fruition.
Bradford, his family, and neighbors enjoyed the sight of the
line and trolleys that ran just outside their doors.
At first home to some of Oklahoma City’s most well-heeled
residents through the roaring 1920s, then after having
served as convalescent housing during the World War II, the
building’s most notable residents through the turbulent
1960s and 1970s were artists, actors, and politicians.
Firsthand accounts tell of having hosted Hollywood film star,
Rock Hudson, on more than one occasion, as well as a thenpresidential candidate Jimmy Carter on his successful run to
the White House.
For more information or reservations, call 405-451-3693
or visit www.bradfordhouseokc.com n
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ALL DREAMS MATTER
BY PAT CARR

W

e rise by lifting others, so let us celebrate and
cherish everyday life and those around us. Either
everyone is important or no one is. Your life and
your dreams matter, in fact, ALL DREAMS MATTER.
TODAY I HONOR Tommie Johnson, a man who is passionate about making a
difference. Tommie learned about sacrifice as a child watching his father work at 3
jobs while his mother was ill. His dad was & still is his hero. As a natural athlete, a
career in baseball seemed inevitable until an injury closed that door. Tommie has
always known he was supposed to make a difference so when a friend suggested
law enforcement, well, it was a perfect fit.
The things you are passionate about are not random, they are your calling. When
your legs can’t run anymore, you run with your heart. And so Tommie Johnson is running for Oklahoma County Sheriff. The
only thing bigger than his heart is his calling to make a difference.
I salute you, Tommie Johnson. You have my vote for “most likely to make a difference” in Oklahoma County. Thank you for
all that you do for our community & our state. Bravo!
TODAY I HONOR Larry Stein, Oklahoma County Tax Assessor, “leadership is
action not position.” You can find Larry somewhere in between inspiring
others, working on himself, dodging negativity & slaying his goals. “Covid-19
challenges mean “to be the best you must
be able to handle the worst.” Bravo, Larry!
Thank you for all that you do for our
community.
TODAY I HONOR Brian Hill, House Representative for District 47. Raised on a farm in
rural tennessee with both grandfathers as ministers, Brian’s ethics & christian values
must be ingrained in his dna. Brian’s goal was not to become a man of success, but
rather a man of value. He learned the value of determination from both his parents &
grandparents.
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“People buy into the leader before they buy into the vision.” which is why i support brian
hill. He had a scholarship in singing but found that business set his soul aflame & solving
problems excites him. He is passionate about making a difference & mentoring others in
life & in business.
Because “the world is changed by your example, not your opinion,” I put Brian Hill at the
top of my list of world changers. Bravo, Brian! Thanks for all that you do for our community
& our state.
TODAY I HONOR Robert & Karen Mitchell. “A man’s most precious
jewel is the woman who walks by his side.” Here’s a couple moving
forward & looking forward. “There are 3 things extremely hard: steel, a
diamond & to know one’s self.” Robert & Karen are happy in the
moment because they know & understand this moment is their life.
TODAY I HONOR Brent Gibson. As architect of his own destiny, Brent
designed the life he dreamed of. As a young adult he had a mentor & learned
to draft home designs. Today Brent is a legend with a reputation for great
execution. The artist is nothing without the gift. But the gift is nothing
without the work. The only thing greater than Brent’s talent is his heart for
others. I salute you for your service in our community.
TODAY I HONOR Lance & Cindy Evans Ruffel, a beautiful couple who use
their abilities to help others. “The most beautiful people we can know are those
who have known defeat, suffering, struggle & loss, but found their way out of
the depths. These persons have a appreciation, a sensitivity,& an
understanding of life that fills them with compassion, gentleness,& a deep
loving concern for others.” beautiful people do not just happen. Thank you for
all that you do for others. I salute you both!
TODAY I HONOR Charlotte Lankard, a resilient, magnetic
woman who, in a world of critics, chose to be an encourager;
we are all the beneficiaries. People start to heal the moment
they feel heard & Charlotte listens. Thank you for a lifetime of
listening, loving & healing others in our community.
TODAY I HONOR Victoria Woods, a woman with a kind heart, fierce mind & brave spirit. But
first she was just a girl who decided to go for it. Victoria knows that success doesn’t come to
you. You go get it.
Creativity is intelligence having fun & Victoria Woods has tons of fun, but she is smart
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enough to know that “without data, you’re just another person with an opinion.”
“She stood in the storm & when the wind did not blow her way, she adjusted the sails.” Today Victoria is so confident in who
she is that no one’s opinion or rejections can rock her. She is the kind of woman that makes others want to up their game.
Thank you, Victoria, for your many years of contributions to our community. And to think we
had to travel to Greece to meet when we live only minutes away!
TODAY I HONOR Jonna Kirschner, a woman whose belief in herself is unstoppable. “In the
end, we only regret the chances we didn’t take.” Give her 6 hours to chop down a tree & she will
spend the first 4 sharpening the axe! Thank you for all that you do for our state. Speaking of
trees, as they say, “the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree,” as her mother is Justice Kauger.
Another woman I greatly admire.
TODAY I HONOR David B. Hooten. His progressive thinking facilitated
Oklahoma County Services online years before the urgent need presented
itself by covid-19! “Productivity is never an accident, it is always the result
of a commitment to excellence, intelligent planning, & focused effort!”
Thank you for your many meaningful contributions to our community.
TODAY I HONOR Paulette & Leo Kingston. Whenever you see a successful couple, you only
see the public glories, never the private sacrifices. Strong individuals accomplish more together
because the comeback is always stronger than the setback. Thank you for being an example of
courage, commitment & renewal.
TODAY I HONOR Tim Tallchief, a leader & mentor to
many. Tim knows that if boys don’t learn, men won’t know so - knowledge gives power
but character gives respect. When you sit with a winner, the conversation is different.
No man is made to be mediocre. Thank you for all that you do for our state &
community.
TODAY I HONOR Cal Hobson. “The price of greatness is
responsibility.” I salute you for being responsible. “A
wounded deer leeps the highest.” Thank you for all that
you do for others.

TODAY I HONOR Joel Harder, author of “When Leaders Matter.” It’s never
about the role, always about the goa: civility, integrity & servant leadership.
Thank you for all that you do to promote mutual respect in our legislature &
our community.
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TODAY I HONOR J Don Cook for his lifetime of real
& raw images of the human plight. Words are
to describe his artistry in the exposure of the
marginalized that live &
breath around us.
Why isn’t he in the
“Oklahoma Hall of
Fame”?

TODAY I HONOR a remarkable man, Kris Steele, CEO of The Education & Employment
Ministry, aka TEEM. Kris knows no matter how long you have traveled in the wrong
direction, you can always turn around. As a teem mentor, I’ve talked to many in
“transition counseling” at teem & they all say, “I love Kris!” he puts his heart, soul &
overtime hours into the lives of those fortunate men & women. Bravo, Kris! I love you &
all you do for our community. See his book “Shooting from the Hip.”
TODAY I HONOR an artist & my neice, Dionne Woods. “The
best way to predict the future is to create it & she has! Art
knocked at the door of her soul & she answered! Thank you for
being an example of someone brave & disciplined enough to
make a dream come true. I love you & I am super proud of you!
TODAY I HONOR Shannon Surratt, a woman who radiates fun
& energy wherever she goes. “Attitude is the difference between
an ordeal and an adventure.” Shannon is one of those who
makes life fun regardless of the challenges.
As a young girl she dazzled the world with her fun personality & she has never stopped.
As an adult she takes care of anyone who needs help, family, friend or stranger.
Shannon is also a fabulous photographer with an eye for that unusual angle that will
showcase her client in a captivating way, one that totally engages the audience.
“The difference between ordinary &
extra-ordinary is that little extra.”
Shannon Surratt brings the extra
everytime.
Bravo, Shannon! Thank you for all that
you do for others. (Did I mention she is my niece?) Love you, Sugar. n
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Southwind Hills tapped as a winner for
top wedding venue in Oklahoma

S

outhwind Hills has been
selected as a 2021 winner of
The Knot Best of Weddings, an
accolade representing the
highest- and most-rated wedding
professionals as reviewed by real
couples, their families and wedding
guests on The Knot, a leading wedding
planning and registry brand and app.
This is the fifth consecutive year Southwind Hills,
which is a short drive south of Norman, has been named
a winner of The Knot Best of Weddings awards.
“This award is really a testament to our incredible,
hardworking team and their heartfelt dedication, both
seen and unseen, to create a personalized and
unforgettable experience for each and every couple,” said
Kristopher Boyd, owner & principal manager of Southwind
Hills. “It’s gratifying to know that our couples, community,
and vendors hold us in high esteem.”
Despite COVID-19 interrupting many 2020 weddings
and social events, wedding professionals around the
nation continued to support to-be-weds throughout their
wedding planning journeys. From adjusting future
schedules to make way for postponed weddings, to helping
couples host socially distanced weddings following state
and local guidelines and restrictions with an increased
focus on health and safety, wedding pros —and the
industry as a whole—rallied together in 2020, ultimately
helping couples continue to celebrate life and love.
The Knot 2021 Best of Weddings recognition honors the
vendors who went above and beyond to help to-be-weds
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navigate the global pandemic.
“Our team has not missed a beat of guiding couples
throughout their wedding planning journeys,” Boyd said.
“We have worked hard to prepare our space to provide the
most protection for our clients, their guests, and our staff,
while still keeping in mind our duty is to provide seamless,
memorable celebrations of life and love.”
In 2021, 5 percent of the hundreds of thousands of local
wedding professionals listed on The Knot received this
distinguished award. In its fifteenth annual year, The Knot
continues its long-standing tradition of supporting local
wedding vendors with The Knot Best of Weddings 2021, an
annual by-couples, for-couples guide to the top wedding

professionals across the country. This comes as the industry
prepares for an increase in upcoming celebrations due to
postponed events throughout 2020.
There are 217 Oklahoma wedding venues registered on
The Knot. Southwind Hills is one of seven Oklahoma venues
to receive the accolade of Best of Weddings in 2020 and only
one of five venues to receive The Knot’s Hall of Fame status,
an esteemed designation for those that have received the
Best of Weddings award four times or more.
To determine the winners, The Knot analyzed its millions of
user reviews across various vendor categories—including
venues, musicians, florists, photographers, caterers and
more—to find the highest rated vendors of the year. These
winners represent the best of the best wedding
professionals that engaged couples should consider booking
for their own unique weddings.
For more information about The Knot Best of Weddings
and this year’s winners, visit
www.theknot.com/vendors/best-of-weddings. n
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Upscale hotel, spa to open
in downtown OKC in January 2021

M

okara Spa, which will be part of ed by an aesthetic that is continuous with the hotel's design
the Omni Oklahoma City Hotel inspired by the many layers of Oklahoma’s regions. The
overall design reflects the attention to detail guests will
that opens next month, pulls
inspiration from the state’s
precious commodity – cotton.
Upon entering, guests will feel at peace with a calm and
tranquil surrounding. Finishes have been carefully selected
to maintain a simplistic and fresh aesthetic. Accents
throughout the space are subtle yet detailed, including
custom cotton weaved wall art and white marble chevron
patterning.
From the tranquil relaxation lounge and head-to-toe
treatments to the revitalizing sauna and pampering nail
services, guests will soon have the opportunity to experience
a full-service spa in downtown Oklahoma City.
Mokara Spa will be the perfect place for small groups, like
wedding or bachelorette parties, to unwind together in its
private room, which will be available for dining within the
spa.
Mokara Spa features seven treatment rooms, with names
derived from grown fibrous plants and other natural fibers,
such as Angora, Linen and Wool. Spa guests will be surround86 ion Oklahoma NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2020

experience while enjoying their treatments.
Appointments will be available for both hotel guests and
the general public interested in booking a service.
Traditional gift cards or e-cards are now available for
purchase with a $25 bonus per $100 spent (Limited Time
Only). E-cards are digital cards that are emailed directly to
the gift recipient, while traditional gift cards are mailed to
the recipient.

TREATMENTS
In an oasis of rejuvenation, Mokara Spa will offer a vast
array of unique treatments inspired by natural surroundings
to create the perfect experience for an overall sense of
vitality and well-being that is so essential to maintaining

self-care. The full menu of services will be available soon,
but a few highlights include:
OKC Gemstone Facial - Revitalize, brighten and heal the
skin with the transformative powers of natural facial
gemstones. Malachite, pink tourmaline, citrine and natural
botanicals infuse the skin to create a one-of-a-kind spa
treatment. Emerge not only with beautiful skin, but a feeling
of balance, total calm and in a peaceful state of mind.
Mokara Inner Glow Ritual - Your ritual journey will begin
with a refreshing head-to-toe exfoliation. An aromatic
melted shea butter is then liberally applied as your expert
spa therapist envelops you in a hydrating cocoon. While
relaxing, you will experience a nourishing hot oil scalp
treatment with a personalized aromatherapy selection. To
complete the journey, additional shea butter is expertly
massaged into the skin, leaving the entire body hydrated

and positively glowing.
Omni Blueberry Bliss Slimming Treatment - The super
hydrating power of soy is combined with the antioxidantfighting properties of blueberries to create a body slimming
treatment. An organic soy sugar scrub with alpha-hydroxyacids smooths and refines the skin, while also providing
ultimate hydration and increased circulation. A blueberryrich soy slimming body masque infuses the skin with a
blend of free radical fighting ingredients and non-GMO soy,
rich in isoflavones and healing vitamin B. This instantly
firming and hydrating body wrap stimulates circulation to
continue to refine and strengthen the appearance of your
skin’s structure and overall elasticity.
The Omni and spa will open Tuesday, Jan. 26 at 100 West
Oklahoma City Boulevard. Spa reservations will be available
to book in mid-January.
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“A spa day or staycation at Oklahoma City’s newest
premier hotel is a great way to start the new year,” Omni
Oklahoma City Hotel General Manager Steve Keenan said.
“We are starting to see more bookings ahead of our opening
next month, so we are thrilled to offer gift cards as an option
for those looking for a local present for anyone on their
holiday gift list.”
Omni recently launched its new Stay A Part Of campaign
to encourage guests and associates to Stay A Part Of what
matters most during this unprecedented time. The spirit of
this campaign laid the foundation for Omni as its
associates continue to work diligently to adapt traditional
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hotel operations for a post COVID-19 world.
Omni Oklahoma City Hotel will open next month, following
Omni Hotels & Resorts' Safe & Clean program, which
launched in May 2020. In collaboration with Ecolab, the
initiative includes extensive cleaning guidelines, processes,
procedures and products to ensure guests' and associates'
health, safety and comfort. The program follows the
guidelines set forth by the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) and also meets or exceeds the "Safe Stay”
initiative set forth by the American Hotel & Lodging
Association (AHLA). n

