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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Welcome to ion Oklahoma Magazine. 2021 is the beginning of our 11th
anniversary in the publishing business of an online digital lifestyle magazine
and news-entertainment website www.ionok.com.
It is and has been our mission as storytellers to share the stories about
people and the tremendous progress Oklahoma is making as a state.
Our six printed editions published annually can be downloaded FREE from
our website or printed copies can be ordered on demand and mailed to your
home or office.
ion Oklahoma Magazine has grown to more than 46,400 subscribers located
primarily in four counties and 79 zip codes of central Oklahoma.
Today, Oklahoma has been experiencing a certain noticeable growth among young people
between the ages of 18 - 30.
The cost of living in Oklahoma is one of the most affordable in the nation. The unemployment
rate in Oklahoma is one of the lowest in the nation. The job opportunities for young tech
entrepreneurs are plentiful.
In 2021, the NextGen Under 30 Award Recognition Program is celebrating its eleventh year and
on August 20, 2021 we announced the NextGen Class XI of Honorees.
Please visit www.occc.nextgentalksok.com which was our premier event from the NextGen
Leadership program.
NextGen TALKS Oklahoma was created and inspired by the very successful TEDx Talks
programs.
NextGen TALKS Oklahoma showcase the NOW, NEXT, and NEXTGEN Leaders in Oklahoma
who want to share their experiences, successes and contributions in making Oklahoma a
great state for everyone to live and follow their careers and dreams.
At ion Oklahoma Magazine we plan to publish many of the quality lifestyle stories from
Oklahomans who are best representing the “Oklahoma Spirit.” We want to hear from you, our
readers, and your stories, so please email your ideas, thoughts and success stories.
oklahoma

Sincerely,

Donald B. Swift, Publisher, www.ionok.com
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“Like” us on facebook
facebook.com/pages/IonOklahoma-Online
Follow us on twitter @IonOklahoma
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COVER STORY

Telling the real tribal stories
First Americans Museum to host grand opening Sept. 18-19
BY TIM FARLEY

L

egends and stories of Oklahoma’s Native
American tribes will be told for the entire
nation to see and hear when the First
Americans Museum hits the spotlight next
month during its grand opening in Oklahoma City.
The museum, billed as a world-class facility that focuses on the 39
Native American tribes currently in Oklahoma, shine brightest Sept. 18-19
when the 175,000 square-foot center opens to the public. The museum,
which took 25 years to plan, develop and build, cost $175 million and sits
12 ion Oklahoma AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2021

James Pepper Henry, the executive director
of the First Americans Museum
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2021 ion Oklahoma 13

on 40 acres in eastern Oklahoma County.
Shoshanna Wasserman, deputy director of the First
Americans Museum (FAM), said she’s thrilled about the
September grand opening and the revelations it will bring to
Oklahomans about the 39 federally-recognized tribes.
“It’s amazing, but also terrifying because the last year has
been challenging,” she said. “We will have some amazing
exhibitions including 135 cultural materials or objects from
the Smithsonian. We’ve lived through so much with COVID
and so many things have been impacted and that’s had a
ripple down effect with construction and materials. But after
all of that, we believe it’s going to be amazing for the public
to see.”
Two new “amazing” exhibitions will be unveiled at the
grand opening including the complete story of the 39 tribes
and how they came to Oklahoma.
“It will provide a real historical atmosphere,” Wasserman
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said. “The entire weekend will have a festival feel to it and
we want everyone to enjoy the demonstrations, the
entertainment and the knowledge they’ll gain. The weekend
will give people a glimpse of what’s here and we hope
people will come back over and over again. There’s so much
here you can’t take everything in with one visit. There’s a lot
of ways to experience this museum. There’s always things
for people to do.”
The museum almost didn’t come to fruition when state
funding dried up in 2012. But along came a partnership
between Oklahoma, Oklahoma City and the tribes which
eventually led to continued construction and finally a
completed museum. At the heart of the tribal influence were
Chickasaw Nation Governor Bill Anoatubby and Gregg
Wadley, businessman and a member of the Choctaw Nation.
“Governor Anoatubby, through all these years, brought this
project to reality and Gregg Wadley has provided stellar

Construction of the First Americans Museum in early 2020.

leadership,” Wasserman said.
For Wasserman, who has been associated with the
museum project since its beginning, the museum has been
her life’s work.
“It’s the greatest thing I’ve been a part of,” she said. “I
appreciate what we have to share. It’s America’s history. I

hope every person who walks through here will be fulfilled
with the stories that are told and the uplifting human
values. This museum is elevating our (Native Americans’)
stories, the tragic and triumphant moments.”
For the first time in 100 years, museum guests will get to
see objects that have been stored at the Smithsonian’s
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Ceremonial dancers.

National Museum of the American
Indian. The exhibit is called WINIKO:
Life of an Object.
Selections include more than 100
cultural materials collected from tribes
in Oklahoma in the early 1900s. The
NMAI objects left Oklahoma when nonNative institutions were rapidly
acquiring materials from so-called
“vanishing” tribal cultures. It is
poignant that, 100 years later, an allNative curatorial team has led the
process of returning these objects to
Oklahoma. FAM chose to honor these
objects’ homecoming by facilitating
reunions between the historic objects
and the descendants of their makers or
owners.

Designs and discussions
David Hornbeek, who served as one
of the principle architects for the
museum, said the project was a
“collaboration of many consultants,”
including his former architectural
company Hornbeek Blatt Architects.
Hornbeek left the company in June.
However, he weaves a story about the
beginning of the project which actually
dates back to 1996 when letters were
sent out to every city in Oklahoma with
a population of 10,000 people or more.
The idea was to find a suitable location
for the museum that would tell the
complete story of the Oklahoma tribes.
Surprisingly, only two cities responded
– Edmond and Oklahoma City. Tulsa

officials sent a letter declining to
participate in the process.
The two sites that were on the board
were 15th and Interstate 35 in Edmond
and the eventual location for the
museum south of the I-35 and I-40
intersection. The physical address is
659 First Americans Boulevard.
“At that time in 1996, it was the
busiest intersection in Oklahoma,”
Hornbeek recalled. “There were about
200,000 cars passing that area every
day and there’s no reason to believe
that number hasn’t increased
significantly since then.”
Architects and museum designers
needed to talk to members of the 39
tribes before they could begin their
work. They needed a vision for the
museum and that could only come from
the Native Americans. So, for a full year
Hornbeek and other design team
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members interviewed Native Americans
about their wishes for the museum.
With those thoughts finally on paper,
the architects went to work.
Unfortunately, the design work and
construction would only go as far as
the funding allowed. There were often
work stoppages as project officials
fought to find more money to complete
the museum.
Eventually, state officials along with
Oklahoma City and tribal leaders
agreed to a funding and operational
package that would allow the museum
to be completed.
“This cultural center and museum
will serve as a dynamic venue where
tribal voices celebrate Native American
culture and contributions to our state,”
said Anoatubby, Chickasaw Nation
governor and chairman of the Native
American Cultural and Educational

Authority. “Tribes are an active and stabilizing force in
Oklahoma with deep and permanent roots. Through this
museum, we carry forward our stories and culture for the
benefit of all Americans today and in the future.”
In 2019, the museum was rebranded as officials changed
its name from the American Indian Cultural Center and
Museum to First Americans Museum. The new name,
selected in part for its historical accuracy, illustrates FAM’s
future-focused mission to serve as a dynamic center that
promotes awareness and understanding of the cultural
diversity, authentic history and contributions of the 39 First
American Tribal Nations in Oklahoma today.
“As we approach the opening of this world-class museum,
I was in full agreement with the leadership of the initiative
that it was appropriate to move forward with a brand that
truly reflects the story we’re going to tell here,” Oklahoma
City Mayor David Holt said at the time. “As a proud Osage
and a proud mayor, I am thrilled to see this exciting project
move forward as the First Americans Museum. FAM will be a
unique, global destination where we celebrate our Native
culture and the 39 tribal nations in Oklahoma today.”
Construction of the museum was tricky since the site was

a floodplain, Hornbeek recalled. So, the bottom part of the
basement sits above the floodplain, which will preserve
exhibits and rare collections on loan from the Smithsonian.
“Native Americans believe they come from three ecologies
– rivers, the plains and woodlands – and we have all three
at this site,” he explained.
Before construction could begin, architects needed some
help from the Oklahoma Energy Resources Board because
numerous oil wells once sat where the museum is located.
In the 1920s, that land was part of Oklahoma’s first major
oil boom. As a result, those well sites needed to be cleaned
up and remediated.
With the museum ready to open, Hornbeek is excited to
show his family what 25 years of work has been about.
“I can’t describe to you what this (opening) means,” he
said. “The people of this state and city may not be ready for
this quality of construction or the emotional strength of the
stories the museum will tell.”
Many of those stories will be about tribes that were
nomadic and never wanted to settle in one place. There were
others that agreed to settle in Oklahoma with federal
authorities promising they could roam these lands as long
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2021 ion Oklahoma 17

We will have some amazing exhibitions
including 135 cultural materials or
objects from the Smithsonian.”
— Shoshanna Wasserman, deputy director
of the First Americans Museum (FAM)
as the grass grows and the water flows. However, that
agreement – among others - was broken by the federal
government and white people seeking property in the
Unassigned Lands.
“You’ll see every tribe has its own language, culture, their
own sense of government, their own currency,” Hornbeek
said. “To assume all Indians are alike is like assuming all
Europeans are alike and we know that’s not true. People who
visit the museum will see stories of resilience and
perseverance. It will be a moving experience.”

Grand opening
Fort Sill’s Apache Fire Dancers will be among numerous
18 ion Oklahoma AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2021

groups that entertain crowds who attend the grand opening
Sept. 18-19.
Tribal members from the 39 tribes will participate in the
opening ceremony and entertain guests throughout the
weekend with music, films, the spoken word, tribal demonstrations, fashion and jewelry, cooking and storytelling.
The Apache Fire Dancers will perform 7-8 p.m. Sunday,
Sept. 19 in the Courtyard. Meanwhile, the Delaware, Caddo
and Wichita Nations from southwest Oklahoma will conduct
tribal demonstrations 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 18
in the Courtyard. A complete list of demonstrations and live
entertainment can be found on the museum’s website at
www.famok.org. Á
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Tickets to the Sept. 18-19 festival and grand opening
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will continue on Monday, Sept. 20.
Regular pricing, hours and on-site parking will start on
Wednesday, Sept. 22. The museum’s normal operating hours
will be 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Hours for
Saturday and Sunday will be 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

n
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TRAVEL

Shangri-La Resort opens new
indoor-outdoor activity center
Par-3 golf course construction to begin this summer
BY TIM FARLEY

S

hangri-La’s exclusive resort, a
tourism jewel located in
northeastern Oklahoma, has
opened a new $12 million indooroutdoor activity park that has numerous
attractions including state-of-the-art
virtual reality games and high-tech golf
simulators.
“It’s fantastic,” said Mike Williams, director of
communications and government relations. “It’s been such
a draw. There’s nothing like it between Kansas City and
Dallas.”
The 11,000 square-foot activity park also has LaserShot
shooting simulators, CXC driving and flight simulators,
escape room games, arcade games, pop-a-shot basketball,
22 ion Oklahoma
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Above, the Anchor Actvity Center at night.

billiards and ping-pong tables, shuffleboard, darts and a
plethora of sporting event video screens and an inviting
indoor-outdoor bar and lounge on Grand Lake.
The indoor attractions are just part of the new attraction.
Outdoors, the new activity park includes a new racquet club
facility with four outdoor tennis courts, six pickleball courts,
basketball, sand volleyball, fire pits, a kids’ fishing pond, an
outdoor event area, and a mini-Fenway WIFFLE® BALL park,
providing fun for kids of all ages.
“It’s unique to have all of that in one facility,” Williams
said. “We set the bar pretty high but it (activity park) has
exceeded our expectations.”
The activity park, named The Anchor, stems from the
replica of the 20,000-pound USS Oklahoma anchor

monument that now sits outside the building. The names of
the 429 sailors and Marines who perished aboard the vessel
at Pearl Harbor in 1941 are included in the monument.
Shangri-La executives started researching the
development of a new activity park in 2019, broke ground in
February 2020 and opened the facility in early July 2021.
Former Broadway performer Ron Young, Oklahoma Lt. Gov.
Matt Pinnell and state Rep. Josh West attended The Anchor’s
grand opening.
The new activity park brings the total investment of the
resort facility to almost $90 million since Eddy Gibbs

purchased the property in 2010. The addition of facilities at
The Anchor will enable the resort to offer corporations more
indoor space after their meeting sessions for team building
activities, entertainment, and extreme year-round enjoyment
without being impacted by weather.
"We are expanding the recreational offerings to add to our
popular championship golf course," said Shangri-La
President and Chief Executive Officer Barry Willingham. "We
are also focused on providing more indoor entertainment
options for our members and our hotel guests to make
Shangri-La an attractive year-round destination for business
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2021 ion Oklahoma 23

groups and families alike.”
The Anchor isn’t the last improvement at Shangri-La. A
new golf
The
open
said.
par-3
for
Thecourse
play
par-3
golfincourse
construction
will
latebe
summer
and
located
event
should
oratearly
center
thestart
fall
north
are
2022,
this
edge
being
summer
Williams
ofdeveloped.
the and
resort
property, directly behind the Monkey Island Fire Department.
It will operate as a separate destination course, independent
from the club house
championship
course.golf operations for the resort’s 27-hole
“The par-3 course will be popular with people who don’t
golf that
they
usedoften
to,” he
andsaid.
older people who don’t have the game
Named “The Battlefield,” Shangri-Law Executive
Chairman Jason Sheffield said, “The setting is beautiful, but
the motif will be more rugged – like a World War II battlefield
set in a wooded area with dramatic elevation changes. The
facility will have its own small clubhouse and turn house
concessions and golf carts, as well as a short driving range
for warm-ups and a putting green. The full practice facility
and driving range will remain adjacent to the main ShangriLa club house.”
Designed by architects Tom Clark and Kevin Atkinson, with
building designs by Mark Thomas, the course will feature

Bermuda grass fairways and Bent Grass greens, just like the
championship course at Shangri-La. Although the course
can be walked, golfers who choose that method of play may
want to make sure they’re in good shape due to dramatic
elevation changes. From beginning to end, there is a 100foot change in elevation as the course winds from hilltop to
the bank of Grand Lake. With multiple tee boxes like the
championship course, difficulty of the course will vary
depending on the tee boxes chosen by players.
“The par 3 course is a great addition to the golf offerings
at Shangri-La,” PGA Director of Golf Rob Yanovitch said.
“Our course can be challenging, and many players –
especially resort guests – prefer the relatively lesser
challenging of playing only par 3 holes. If time is a factor,
naturally it takes a lot less time to play 18 par 3 holes than
the more traditional championship course.”
Shangri-La’s Sheffield said resort officials are constantly
planning ways to set Grand Lake and the resort in a position
to be the ultimate destination in the region.
“The increase in both tourism, group events, and
membership at Shangri-La, combined with the recent
upsurge in the popularity of golf make this a natural move
for Shangri-La,” he said.
The planned event center, which will be located next to

Á
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There’s lots to do at Shangri-La!
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Left, Anchor pond and outdoor bar at night.
Above, Pool & Hotel Aerial (Livesay).

the par-3 course, is in the development phase, Williams
said. There are no formal construction plans at this time.
“The biggest demand (for an event center) was for indoor
weddings year round,” he said. “The event center and The
Anchor are focused on providing indoor amenities year round.”
Shangri-La’s Resort Hotel also offers 119 guest rooms, 9,000
square feet of indoor meeting and convention space, a medical
spa, an indoor pool as well as a 6,500 square foot outdoor
pool, a children’s playground, and multiple dining and drinking
options at 10 different venues. Boat and personal watercraft
rentals, yacht charters, and parasailing adventures are also
available seasonally at Shangri-La Marina.
Resort development also includes two residential housing
communities: the 15-home “Gallery” and 38 homesites at “The
Ridge.” For additional information visit the Shangri-La website
at www.shangrilaok.com, download the mobile app, or follow
the resort on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and TikTok. n
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EVENTS

New attractions coming at the
2021 OKLAHOMA STATE FAIR

O

rganizers are diligently preparing
for the return of the Oklahoma
State Fair, September 16-26.
Each year, preparations include
bringing in new shows, exhibits,
competitions and more in order to deliver
the best event possible. Fairgoers can
expect many new attractions to get BACK
2 FUN IN 21.
GASCAR – Located in the Centennial Plaza, fairgoers can
enjoy the Great American Speedway Crazy Animal Races.
This daily show will feature multiple animal species
competing to find out which will reign supreme. Goat, sheep,
chickens, pigs and other surprise animals wear racing silks
as they hoof and waddle their way around the track.
North American Peruvian Horse Association US National
Show – This competition features the smoothest horse in
the world, the Peruvian horse. Known as a ground-eating,
high-stepping descendant of the first horses ever brought to
the Americas, Peruvian horses are one of the oldest and rarest
breeds in the new world. Their biggest event of the year will
take place in the Performance Arena, September 24 - 26.
Kids Can Cook! – Can your kid follow directions? Do they
love being in the kitchen? Combine these two factors and let
them take a chance to learn how to cook. Ms. Diane will Á
30 ion Oklahoma
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call up to 10 kids from ages 5 to 18 to participate in this
30-minute
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Dusti Crane-Dickerson, Barefoot Roman & Trick Rider
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Auto Show Ride Along – Taking place in the Auto Show
Pavilion,
with
a special
fairgoers
focuscan
onhop
the into
future
a variety
of electric
of different
cars, andcars,
experience what incredible technological advancements that
manufacturers are bringing to the auto world.
NMDA National Championship Miniature Donkey Show –
Miniature donkeys and their handlers will venture to the
Oklahoma State Fair to exhibit their skills in a variety of
disciplines and events. From jumping to pleasure driving,
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there will be plenty to see during this competition, taking
place in the West Covered Arena, September 25 - 26.
Great American Pig Races – Audiences will be delighted
by the speed and dedication that these pigs exhibit as they
compete for a cookie waiting for them at the finish line.
Fairgoers can find the show daily in the Centennial Plaza.
Rodear Cattle Dog Competition – Rodear is a point and
time event wherein the stock savvy and skill of the dog, rider
and horse are put to the test. The competition centers
around maneuvering a small group of cattle through several
obstacles in a set amount of time. The Rodear Cattle Dog
Competition is September 21 - 22 in the Performance Arena.
Andy Stewart, Pro Rodeo Announcer – Bringing energy
and entertainment, Stewart is recognized as one of the best
in the business. As a winner of several PRCA awards and the
voice of the National Finals Rodeo, Andy Stewart guarantees
crowds are on the edge of their seats and enjoy the rodeo
experience to the fullest. Catch Stewart at the Oklahoma
Frontier Experience daily. Á

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2021 ion Oklahoma 33

In case you missed it in 2019…
Kids Celebration – Back for 2021, and taking place on the
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adults
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LIVE Mural Challenge – This live painting competition will
take place on September 18 on the General Pershing Boulevard
Median. The 20 accepted entrants will create their murals and
a judging panel will award cash premiums to the top pieces.
All 20 murals will remain on display throughout the duration
of the Fair.
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Mr. Bojangles & Jerry Thornton – Rescued from Hurricane
Katrina, Mr. Bojangles the horse was bald and beat up from
his neck to his tail. Jerry Thornton nursed this black stallion
back to health and helped him become one of the top trick
horses in the rodeo world.
Spirit of Oklahoma Exhibit – This historical exhibit uses
sculptures and displays to honor Oklahoma and the Oklahoma
State Fair. Take a stroll and reminisce about days gone by at
this exhibit located in the Bennett Event Center. n
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Courage leads the way for Disney’s most
adventurous heroes when Disney On Ice
presents Dream Big comes to Oklahoma
City for opening Weekend at the Oklahoma
State Fair.
The nine performances run Thursday, September 16 through
Monday, September 20. Dream Big features favorite Disney
friends such as Mickey, Minnie, Miguel, Moana, Elsa, Belle,
Genie, and more highlighting all the magic and adventure of
Disney’s tales through world-class figure skating.

Audiences will be transported to exciting worlds where
heroes of every kind seek to fulfill their dreams at a live
experience families will never forget.
Join the fearless Moana and the greatest demigod that ever
lived, Maui, on an action-packed voyage to restore the stolen
heart of Te Fiti. Explore the Land of the Dead as Miguel from
Disney Pixar’s Coco brings the festivities of Día de los Muertos
to the ice. Get tangled up in Rapunzel’s hair-raising quest to
see the floating lights.
Travel to the kingdom of Arendelle with Anna, Elsa and
Olaf in a dramatic retelling of the sisterly love that saved a
kingdom. And discover the strength, bravery and kindness
that inspired generation after generation with Jasmine,
Ariel, Aurora, Belle and Cinderella. While delivering the same
36 ion Oklahoma AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2021

magical experiences guests expect from Disney On Ice, Feld
Entertainment is continuing Guest Wellness Enhancements
to help keep families safe at its live events.
Feld Entertainment is working closely with venue partners
to establish and follow COVID-19 health and safety
standards in accordance with all federal, state and local
guidelines. Face coverings are strongly encouraged,
regardless of vaccination status. The CDC recommends face
coverings if you are not fully vaccinated.

Guests looking to purchase Disney On Ice souvenirs will
find the process easier than ever thanks to a new
contactless shopping experience with touch-free payment
and digital purchasing options. Guests can preorder items
prior to arriving at the venue. Once ordered, guests can pick
up their purchases at a convenient, contactless pickup
station during the show. n

DINING

Great place for healthy food,
fun exercise
BY TIM FARLEY

C

ombine chicken with a sports
craze called pickleball and you’ve
got a healthy meal and good
exercise in one place.

The franchise Chicken-n-Pickle, at 8400 Oklahoma Avenue
in northwest Oklahoma City, has caught on for a variety of
reasons, according to General Manager Eli Loya.
“There wasn’t much of an opportunity to play pickleball in

Oklahoma City,” he said. “We also offer some great-tasting
chicken made fresh every day. We see it (restaurant) growing
every day, plus it (pickleball) is for everyone. For some it’s a
quick workout in the morning and then it’s off to work. For
others, they work up an appetite before eating.”
Pickleball is a paddleball sport that combines elements of
badminton, table tennis, and tennis. Two or four players use
solid paddles made of wood or composite materials to hit a

Below, OKC Chicken n pickle Official Ribbon Cutting Ceremony on August 17.
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perforated polymer ball, much like a wiffle ball,
with 26–40 round holes, over a net.
Still, Loya views Chicken-n-Pickle as a
restaurant first, followed by the fun game of
pickleball.
Obviously, the restaurant offers as its main
course wood-grilled rotisserie chicken along

with pork ribs, various sandwiches and
hamburgers, salads, a kid’s menu, tasty
sides and cast-iron desserts.
But it’s the pickleball courts that make
the restaurant a special and unique
place.
“Business is consistent,” Loya said. Á
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“People are taking to liking pickleball. There
are no special clothes to play and no special
equipment. People can wear gym shorts and tshirts or whatever they wear into the
restaurant. We see all ages play, men, women
and children. You can have men playing men,
women playing women or mixed doubles. It’s
whatever the customer wants.”
The game can be played 2-on-2 or 4-on-4.
Specific rules and a scoring system for pickleball
can be found on the International Federation of
Pickleball website www.ifpickleball.org.
Chicken-n-Pickle opened in January 2021 amid
a massive winter storm and the COVID-19
pandemic.
“We listened to the people who wanted to work,”
Loya said. “We kept it running and made
adjustments per the city and state. Á
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Certainly, the pandemic impacted
business but we followed the guidelines
and I think people trusted us.”
Takeout orders rose while business
restrictions and closures happened
around the city, but Loya pointed out
they have six outdoor pickleball courts
that were regularly used. When the
pandemic took a downward turn for a
few months, business picked up and
has remained steady, the general
manager said.
Loya announced that new elements
will be added to the restaurant this fall
including a sports bar that will televise football games,
including OU and OSU matchups.
In addition, Chicken-n-Pickle leaders and employees will

begin a charitable giveback effort
in Oklahoma City.
“We will do 10% giveback
Tuesdays for nonprofits and the day
after Labor Day we will be closed
with all of our employees going to
different nonprofits and volunteering
for the day,” Loya said.
Two of the nonprofits who benefit
from Chicken-n-Pickle labor are the
Oklahoma Humane Society and the
Regional Food Bank, Loya said.
Chicken-n-Pickle’s property hours
are 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. Monday through
Saturday and 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. on Sundays. For restaurant
and bar hours, visit the website www.chickennpickle.com
or call 405-839-7011. n
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EVENTS

OKC Town Hall lecture series
kicks off September 16
Guest speakers will include former Navy SEAL, Land Run
monument artist and ex-congressman

O

klahoma City Town Hall is set to
welcome its latest series of
nationally-recognized lecture
guests featuring the former Navy
SEAL who killed Osama bin Laden, a
physician who will talk on the aging brain
and how to prevent dementia and an
award-winning travel expert.
Also slated to appear over the course of the Town Hall
meetings are political analyst Trey Gowdy, an expert on the
Battle of the Little Big Horn and the artist who created
Oklahoma City’s Land Run Monument in Centennial Park.
“OKC Town Hall continues its mission to provide a forum
for entertaining and educational speakers to Oklahomans
with our 2021-22 lecture series,” said Town Hall President
Dawn Hopkins. “Our speakers engage audiences with
thought-provoking and informative discussions on a wide
range of subjects that will bring cultural and educational
enrichment to the vibrant Oklahoma community.”
The first guest speaker will come to Oklahoma City Sept.
16 as former SEAL Team Six Leader Robert O'Neill addresses
the audience at Church of the Servant, 14343 N. MacArthur.
O’Neill served on more than 400 combat missions across
four theaters of war during his service.
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During the raid on Osama bin Laden’s compound, O’Neill
became the SEAL who killed the 9/11 mastermind. O'Neill
led SEAL Team Six on many of the unit's most famous
missions, including the rescues of "Lone Survivor" Marcus
Lutrell in Afghanistan and Captain Richard Phillips – whose
real-life story was told in the movie “Captain Phillips.”
For his heroism, O’Neill was decorated more than 50 times
throughout his career.
October’s featured guest will be Dr. Marc Milstein who will
speak on “Keeping the Aging Brain Healthy, Boosting
Memory and Lowering the Risk of Dementia.”
Milstein earned his Ph.D. in Biological Chemistry and an
undergraduate degree in molecular and cellular biology from
UCLA. He conducts research on topics including genetics,
cancer, neuroscience and infectious diseases.
Milstein specializes in presenting the latest research on
human health in a way that entertains, educates and
empowers audiences to live better by providing sciencebased solutions to keep the brain healthy, boost productivity
and maximize longevity.
The next installment of the Town Hall Lecture Series will be
Nov. 18 with Samantha Brown, award-winning television
personality and travel expert. Throughout the last 20 years,
she has visited more than 250 cities in 75 countries and Á

45 U.S. states, creating more than 200 hours of television
programming along the way.
Brown's current show on PBS, "Places to Love," has won
multiple Emmy awards for Outstanding Travel/Adventure
Program, among other categories. Brown's fun-loving style
and engaging personality will leave audiences feeling like
they have traveled the world with her at the end of her
presentation.
The Town Hall Lecture Series continues in 2022 with news
personality and political commentator Trey Gowdy – often
sought after for his straight-shooting and to-the-point
commentary of Washington, D.C., politics – on Feb. 17.
A former federal prosecutor and a congressman in the U.S.
House of Representatives from South Carolina from 20112019, Gowdy participated in numerous congressional
investigations. Currently, Gowdy practices law in South
Carolina and is the host of “America with Trey Gowdy.”
Western historian Michael Donahue is the next Town Hall
Lecture Series speaker, coming to Oklahoma City on March
17. Donahue is an award-winning art professor and gallery
director at Temple College in Temple, Texas.
He has served as a historical interpreter and park ranger
at the Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument for 31
summer seasons, where he has spoken to more than one
million visitors. As an authoritative historian of the Battle of
Little Bighorn, Donahue’s insight has been the topic of
several books and documentaries.
His latest book, “Where the Rivers Ran Red,” is considered
one of the best essays of Custer's last stand. Donahue's
presentation will give audiences a deeper understanding of
the infamous battle from military and Native American
perspectives.
Artist and sculptor Paul Moore caps the Town Hall Lecture
Series on April 21. An internationally heralded artist with
works featured in many national and international galleries
and museums, Moore has won numerous prestigious awards
for his work.
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He is in constant demand for portrait and monument
commissions, sculpting more than 150 pieces in the past 40
years. Along with his two sons, he spent two decades
sculpting 45 monument-sized bronze statues for the
Centennial Land Run Monument in Oklahoma City, which
was completed in December 2019. Moore's presentation will
bring to life the stories behind the making of these
incredible bronze statues.
“With these types of speakers we have touched on a lot of
topics,” Hopkins said. “They (attendees) will be more than
pleased.”
About 500 people have purchased memberships for the
entire series. Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, about 800
memberships were purchased for previous Town Hall series.
Hopkins said she’s hoping the current Town Hall lectures will
draw upwards of 700 people.
Oklahoma City’s Town Hall originated in 1933 when the
Junior League of Oklahoma City decided to sponsor a
cultural lecture series called Town Hall to set a new
standard in the cultural development of Oklahoma City.
Following a successful three-year run, the Junior League
turned over the entire supervision of this project to the
community-wide Board of Advisers who has been fully
responsible for its direction since.
All lectures will be held at 11 a.m. at the Church of the
Servant, located at 14343 N. MacArthur Blvd., Oklahoma
City, OK 73142.
Seating is limited. Reserve seats with a season
membership for all six lectures for $100. Individual tickets
for any lecture may be purchased for $25 on the day of the
lecture. In addition, luncheon tickets are available as addons to lecture tickets for an additional $120 for the season
or $20 for each lecture. CDC guidelines will be followed.
To learn more about the 2021-22 Town Hall Lecture Series,
visit okctownhall.org. n

TRAVEL

Chickasaw area destinations –
fun place to visit

I

t’s time to get out and enjoy
some favorite – or perhaps
soon to be favorite –
destinations in the state.

A popular area that offers plenty to see and do
is along State Highway 7 between the town of
Sulphur and the Arbuckle Mountains. The
highway is included in what has been tagged
Adventure Road, a compilation of more than 200
destinations suited for a day trip or a long
weekend. Here are a few options along that
stretch of road or not far off that may pique your
interest or entice you for a return visit.
Chickasaw National Recreation Area
Each year, the Chickasaw National Recreation
Area in Sulphur attracts about 1.5 million
visitors.
More than a century ago, visitors came for the
water which many believed had healing powers.
Today they still come for the water – to splash,
to swim, to cool off in the area’s springs,
streams and lake – and also to hike, fish, boat,
picnic, camp, explore, relax and immerse
themselves in the surrounding beauty.
Part of the area has been a popular
destination since first established as Sulphur
Springs Reservation in 1902. Four years later it
became the seventh national park in the U.S.
and was renamed Platt National Park.
In 1976, Platt was combined with the
Arbuckle Recreation Area, along with additional
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Little Niagara Falls in the Chickasaw National Recreation Area in Sulphur.
National Park Service Photo

nearby lands and the Lake of the Arbuckles and renamed to honor the
Chickasaw Nation’s early foresight and effort to protect the mineral
springs. The Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes discovered the area after
their forced removal from southeastern United States. Get more
information at https://www.nps.gov/chic/index.htm

777 Zip
It doesn’t get any more exhilarating than a zip line, especially one that
sends thrill seekers 777 feet in reverse to a mountain viewing tower for
a birds’ eye view of Turner Falls, Oklahoma’s largest waterfall. Tickets
can be purchased at the Curio Shop at the overlook of Turner Falls,
about six miles south of Davis, or online at turnerfallszip.com.

The Chickasaw Cultural Center
This world-class cultural center in Sulphur reopens July 24. It is the
place to learn ancient Chickasaw traditions, customs and heritage, as
well be entertained and enlightened. The center features hands-on

exhibits, a traditional tribal village and
state-of-the-art technology that bring
to life Chickasaw culture. For hours
and days open, call (580) 622-7130 or
go online to
chickasawculturalcenter.com.

Rusty Nail Winery
Don’t be misled by the name. It’s
simply a way to pay homage to the
historic building that houses the winery
in Sulphur.
A bucket of rusty nails was found in
the building when the winery owners
set up shop in 2010. Intrigued, they
learned that the building, built in
1906, once housed a hardware store.
The boutique winery is family owned
and female led. It also has a Tasting
Room and Bistro.
For hours and more information, go
to rustynailwinery.com.

ARTesian Gallery & Studios
Artists as well as those who love art
will enjoy this studio that showcases
Chickasaw and Southeastern artwork.
It’s also a place where artists practice
their craft year-round. It has several
separate studio spaces including a
pottery studio and weaving studio.
Come to Sulphur to buy some original
art, participate in a class or watch the
artists. Learn more at
chickasawcountry.com or call the
gallery at (580) 622-8040.

Arbuckle Wilderness Park
This 200-acre, drive-through safari

The ostriches like to get close at the Arbuckle
Wilderness Park in Davis. Photo provided

park in Davis is home to ostriches,
zebras, camels and many other exotic
animals. Animal food is sold at the
admission gate. Feeding the animals is
part of the fun but be careful. Some of
the animals can get a little pushy when
reaching for food.
The park also has a petting zoo,
reptile house, souvenir shop and
amusement rides. Some of these areas

may still be closed due to Covid-19
precautions, so check online at
arbucklewildernesspark.com before
visiting.

Bedré Fine Chocolate
Craving something sweet? Head to
Bedré Fine Chocolate factory and retail
shop at I-35 and State Highway 7 in
Davis. The sweet treats come in a
variety of flavors and are created to
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A zebra at the Arbuckle Wilderness Park in Davis.
Photo provided

melt in your mouth.
Bedré got its start more than four decades ago near Ada
and though a local favorite, it got a big boost in 2000 when
the Chickasaw Nation bought the company. Now those
gourmet chocolates are known across the country. Check out
the manufacturing action through the floor-to-ceiling
windows, and then load up on Meltaways, chocolate sauce,
chocolate covered potato chips, coffee, chocolate bars and
more.
For more information, go to bedrechocolates.com.

Bedré Dark Chocolate
Premium Sauce and other
sweet treats are available at
Bedré Fine Chocolate in Davis.
Photo provided
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Turner Falls in Davis, with its 77-foot waterfall, natural swimming
pools and streams, is one of Oklahoma’s favorite spots in the
summer.. Photo provided.

Turner Falls
Nestled in the Arbuckle Mountains in Davis, Turner Falls has
been a cool spot during Oklahoma summers since its
discovery in 1878. Along with the 77-foot waterfall that
cascades into a natural swimming pool, visitors today can
enjoy hiking trails, a stone castle, three natural caves,
geological formations, sandy beaches, and wading and
swimming areas.
Rent a cabin or shelter for a week or a weekend or opt for
a pavilion if you’re bringing a group for a day of fun.
Camping and RV sites also are
available, as well as concessions
and shops.
Turner Falls is popular with out-of-state visitors as well as
Oklahomans. Though summer is busy, fall is quieter and
cooler for exploring, hiking and enjoying the different colors
of the foliage. To ensure entry for day visits or to reserve
overnight accommodations, go to turnerfallspark.com.
For more information and other nearby sites and
attractions, go to sulphurchamber.com,
adventureroad.com, chickasawcountry.com and
travelok.com. n

DINING

Foggy
Bottom
Kitchens
BY TIM FARLEY

Q

uartz Mountain State Park guests
can soon avail themselves of fine
southern dining at Foggy Bottom
Kitchen restaurant which is owned
by Swadley’s Bar-B-Q.
Foggy Bottom Kitchens already have opened at four other
state parks – Roman Nose, Lake Murray, Sequoyah and
Beavers Bend.
Brent Swadley, owner and president of Swadley’s Bar-B-Q,
said the Quartz Mountain location will open sometime this
summer followed by Robbers Cave and Little Sahara.
State tourism officials began searching for a way to entice
more people to state lodges and parks. In one move, officials
with the Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department
sought bids from private companies that were interested in
opening restaurants at the state lodges.
Swadley’s won the bid, which excited the owner and his
team because this unique situation involving a partnership
with the state.
“This is an opportunity because of where Foggy Bottoms are
located. We’re in a destination, where people want to go,” he
said. “This is an exciting fit. This has been a real good
partnership.”
Each Foggy Bottom Kitchen will provide a full-service
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Beavers Bend entrance view.
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Beavers Bend interior and patio views.

environment coupled with some Swadley’s menu items. The
Quartz Mountain location will be equipped with one of
Swadley’s BBQ smokers.
The Quartz Mountain restaurant will employ about 40
people, which will be a boost for the area.
“We’re hiring using local labor and local vendors. We also
use local suppliers, which helps immensely in finding what
we need because the pandemic hurt the supply chain a lot.
So they’re our best resource in finding materials,” Swadley
said. “At Quartz Mountain, we have special unique wood
that we use and it takes longer to get that. We’ve also got a
waterfall made of granite so there’s something unique to
this location.”
Paying employees more than normal became a necessity
because of the labor shortage in rural areas of the state.
“We have high standards and you have to pay more for
great labor,” Swadley said. “We have to entice people to
come to us and maybe drive a little longer to come to work.
Finding the right skilled labor has been the challenge. This
is not a cookie cutter operation.”
So far, the Foggy Bottoms that have opened experienced
“great” openings, he said.
“We offer good old fashioned hospitality and good old
fashioned food,” Swadley said.
Helping Swadley are two men he knows well – his sons
Koltan, 24, and Keaton, 21. Both are chefs and graduates of
Platt College’s culinary program.
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“All of the recipes are coming from them,” Swadley said.
The menu offers a selection of appetizers, salads, burgers
and sandwiches, specialties including Sweet Tea Glazed
Chicken and the Campfire Hobo Dinner, entrees, desserts, a
child’s menu and drinks.
“We wanted to create a concept that was about the past,
but still attracted the newer, millennial generation and the
near future. So, we wanted to bring traditional sides as well
as some that were more southernly known, and combine
them with good, southern comfort dishes,” Swadley said.
“The food stands on its own at Foggy Bottom.”
Brunch, which Swadley recommends for all guests and
local residents, is available on weekends.
Many customers have asked Swadley about the name of
the new restaurant.
“A lot of our lakes in the morning at different times of year
are just full of fog. Like the lakes down at Broken Bow, Lake
Murray, and Sequoyah state parks. So, we thought why not
name it Foggy Bottom Kitchen?” he explained.
The Quartz Mountain Lodge is located 20 miles north of
Altus off Highway 44A.
Foggy Bottom Kitchens at Quartz Mountain and Robbers
Cave are accepting job applications. For more information,
visit www. Foggybottomkitchens.com/jobs. n

BUSINESS

Gov. Anoatubby leads groundbreaking
for Chickasaw Community Bank in OKC

C

hickasaw Nation
Governor Bill Anoatubby
led groundbreaking
ceremonies for a new
Chickasaw Community Bank
location, 7420 W. Memorial
Road, in Oklahoma City. He was
assisted by Chickasaw
Community Bank CEO T.W.
Shannon as well as bank board
members, Chickasaw Nation
elected officials and staff.
The new location will enable the bank to
better serve existing customers and meet the bank’s mission
of “Building Better Lives for Everyone.”
“For more than two decades, Chickasaw Community Bank
has served the Oklahoma City community.
It is a business that draws from traditional Chickasaw
values and a history of being a good neighbor to assist all
Oklahomans working to build building a better life.”
“Today, we open a new, bolder and even brighter chapter
for Chickasaw Community Bank. A chapter where we become
even more engaged in the development of Oklahoma City
and build upon our experience to better serve our customers
than ever before,” Governor Anoatubby said.
"The bank has helped countless people buy homes, save
for their children’s college tuition, build businesses and
provide local residents with the financial freedom to follow

New Chickasaw Community bank architectural rendering.

their dreams,” he said.
“Chickasaw Community bank has excelled at delivering
these services, and as a result has expanded in both scope
and scale within this community.
Because of this expansion, our bank now requires a
building of its own – a new headquarters to house our
existing staff and continue growing our employee base.”
Bank CEO TW Shannon said breaking ground on the new
bank headquarters celebrates hundreds of years selfdetermination of the Chickasaw people.
“The new facility is a culmination of Chickasaw history
and a continuation of the Chickasaw story, which includes
the establishment of the Chickasaw Bank before statehood,
and I am proud Chickasaw Community Bank is a part of that
history,” he said.
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Chickasaw Community Bank groundbreaking.

“At Chickasaw Community Bank, we really take to heart
the idea of building better lives for everyone and enhancing
the overall quality of life of the Chickasaw people. This
building commemorates Governor Anoatubby’s vision, which
is, we not only serve the Chickasaw people, but we are great
neighbors to everyone,” he said.
Since Shannon began leading the bank 2017, Chickasaw
Community Bank has grown 148%, from $133 million to
$331 million in total assets as of May 2021.
Total Capital during the same time period grew 90% from
$17 million to $33 million.
Wholly-owned by the Chickasaw Nation, Chickasaw
Community Bank has helped small businesses, homeowners
and community members build better lives for almost two
decades. Formally known as Bank2, the bank changed its
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name in 2020 to Chickasaw Community Bank to better
reflect Chickasaw values and heritage, and the new fourstory building will pay homage to the Chickasaw culture.
Designed to highlight nature, the building incorporates
many native sustainable materials. The stone color will
reflect the color palette of exterior and interior finish
materials that express nature and honor colors special to the
Chickasaw community. The lobby will feature a Chickasaw
Warrior Statue, a symbol of the strength and resiliency of the
Chickasaw people, and the unconquered and unconquerable
spirit of the Chickasaw Nation.
The nearly 33,000-square-foot building will feature 79
offices, six conference rooms and a multipurpose area for
trainings and events, and serve as the bank’s headquarters.
The bank employees 200 local residents.

The new location, in northwest Oklahoma
lending services to individuals and
City, promises to be an epicenter of commerce and
businesses all across the region. Bauer Financial
trade in the years to come, said Governor Anoatubby.
rated the institution a 5-star bank in 2021, and Seifried &
“We recognize this areas potential for economic growth,
Brew LLC places the bank in the top 15% of all U.S. banks.
for innovation and infrastructure development, and we want
The Daily Oklahoman has named the bank a “Top Place to
to be a driving force behind that development.”
Work in Oklahoma” six times.
Governor Anoatubby said Chickasaw Community Bank is
Chickasaw Nation’s involvement in the banking business
an important part of the
began more than a century
tribe’s diverse portfolio of
ago when the Bank of the
more than 100 business
Chickasaw Nation was
Chickasaw Nation’s involvement
holdings, which also include
established in Indian
in
the
banking
business
began
manufacturing, energy,
Territory in the early 1900s
health care, media,
more than a century ago when the in the historic Chickasaw
technology, hospitality, retail
Nation capitol city,
Bank
of
the
Chickasaw
Nation
and tourism. Currently, the
Tishomingo.
Chickasaw Nation supports
was established in Indian Territory Built on Main Street as a
more than 22,000 jobs and
in the early 1900s in the historic depository for all Chickasaw
$1.2 billion in wages and
Nation funds, former
Chickasaw
Nation
capitol
city,
benefits as part of a $3.7
Chickasaw Nation Governor
billion annual economic
Robert Maxwell Harris
Tishomingo.
contribution to the Oklahoma
served as the first bank
economy.
president. Banking operations began with $25,000 in
Business revenues provide the majority of funding for
capital, which doubled in a few days. The two-story
more than 200 programs and services, such as health care, Romanesque granite structure was proclaimed to be “the
housing and education for Chickasaw citizens and First
handsomest, most complete, and the most secure bank in
Americans.
the two (Choctaw and Chickasaw) territories.” n
Chickasaw Community Bank is a full-service financial
institution that offers a diverse array of checking accounts,
savings accounts, investment products, mortgages and
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DESIGN

The Classic Kitchen Redefined
BY JO MEACHAM
URBAN KITCHENS

F

or the past 10 years the “Classic
Kitchen” has ruled. Classic has
become defined by white shaker
cabinets, Carrara marble or the
Carrara marble look, white subway tile, a
wide variety of gray walls, farm sinks and
natural wood floors.
This style can be timeless when designed and installed in
certain homes, but is it appropriate for every home? Is there
only one definition of a classic kitchen? The times are
changing, and we must be prepared to define a new
“classic.” A “classic” that can be applied to every kitchen.
The white and marble kitchen was developed at the turn of
the 19th Century when painted cabinets and tile backsplashes and walls were a deterrent to newly discovered
germs. These types of cabinets, usually a simple Shaker
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door painted white, and common white subway tile became
typical for most homes built between 1900 and the 1950’s.
For the upper class, marble from the northeast became a
durable countertop, later to be used sporadically across the
United States. Wood countertops and linoleum covered
countertops were standard for the middle class. Tile was
also commonly used for countertops and backsplashes. This
style of kitchen remained in place until shortly before World
War II when Mid Century Modern styles appeared.
Many Mid Century Modern kitchens favored a slab door,
either wood or metal. This style was also a reflection of
developing technology and ease of use. Stained cabinet
doors were common but metal cabinets came in a wide
variety of colors including white, blue, pink, yellow and
shades of blue. Laminate countertops became popular in the
1940’s and continued to be used well past 2000. the event.Á
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Residential architectural styles that followed in the late
1960s included Ranch style homes, a revival of Colonial and
Tudor styles that used some common characteristics such as
roof lines, exterior window styles and materials. The complete
incorporation of the two-car garage and the need for first time
home buyers, decreased the detailing of homes. The 1970’s
brought a contemporary flair with angled roof lines and walls
detailed with straight and diagonal cedar sheathing. These
styles continued for the next thirty or so years.
Kitchen styles during this period were attractive, but many
followed the same plan. Soffits were generally used around
the exterior of the kitchen ceiling with 30” cabinets installed
under the soffit. Drawers were used sparingly since the cost
was more than a basic cabinet with one drawer at the top
and doors underneath. Most doors were raised panel and
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were wood, stained to match the interior trim and doors in
the home. Since most new homes were provided by builders,
builders designed kitchens. Few designers were involved
unless it was a custom home. The only major change in
kitchens during the late 1980’s and following years, was the
introduction of solid surface countertops.
In the early 2000’s house designs again revived older
styles including the Tudor style, using brick and stone,
arched openings, and steeply pitched roofs. Modern
architecture began a revival in the early 2000’s as well as a
revival of the Bungalow. And a new style, the Modern
Farmhouse, has emerged in recent times. Accompanying
these changes was an interest in designing custom
kitchens.
By this time, America had a housing stock of homes built
prior to 1960 and homes constructed after 1960 through the

Rose Creek Kitchen

early 2000’s. Many older homes were in need of updates
and with changing technology and the trend of open
kitchens - kitchens became a focus for remodeling and as a
focal point in newly constructed homes. Kitchen design and
kitchen remodeling has become a common topic for
discussion.
What Now?
With all these styles in play it is not possible for every
house to be suitable for a classic white kitchen, if that is the
current definition. Instead, each style and even each
individual house has an opportunity to have its own classic
kitchen. And what would that be?
Redefining “classic” is to design a kitchen using the
context of the home. Deftly stated by Eero Saarinen, “Always
design a thing by considering it in its next larger context – a
chair in a room, a room in a house, a house in an
environment, an environment in a city plan.” Using context
directs designers to study the home before planning the
kitchen. Modern amenities, current color trends, and

functionality should always play a role in the design. If the
context of the setting is used as a guide the kitchen can
become a classic in each home.
Current trends are not ignored rather they are in the
background rather than the forefront. A classic kitchen
should be a space that, even though it is new, appears to fit
seamlessly into the home. The architecture of the home, the
existing materials, and characteristics should play a role
with the design of the kitchen. That role can be major or
minor.
The goal for homeowers and designers today is to create a
timeless kitchen based on the surrounding home. The style
can be similar or compatible. It does not have to “match”
but nor should it be an island within the house. Using the
idea of context it should be easier to design the kitchen
rather than more difficult.
We have learned change can happen quickly. Our house
may not always be our home, but our legacy of changes will
live on. n
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SPORTS

2021 SOONERS
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
DATE

OPPONENT

LOCATION

Sat Sep. 4 1:00pm

Tulane Green Wave

Norman, OK

Sat Sep. 11 Time TBA

Western Carolina Catamounts

Norman, OK

Sat Sep. 18 1:00pm

Nebraska Cornhuskers

Norman, OK

Sat, Sep. 25 Time TBA

West Virginia Mountaineers

Norman, OK

Sat, Oct. 2 Time TBA

Kansas State Wildcats

Manhattan, KS

Sat, Oct. 9 TBA ET

Texas Longhorns

Cotton Bowl Stadium, Dallas, TX

Sat, Oct. 16 Time TBA

TCU Horned Frogs

Norman, OK

Sat, Oct. 23 Time TBA

Kansas Jayhawks

Lawrence, KS

Sat, Oct. 30 Time TBA

Texas Tech Red Raiders

Norman, OK

Sat, Nov. 13 Time TBA

Baylor Bears

Waco, TX

Sat, Nov. 20 Time TBA

Iowa State Cyclones

Norman, OK

Sat, Nov. 27 Time TBA

Oklahoma State Cowboys

Stillwater, OK

Sat, Dec. 4 Time TBA

Big 12 Championship

AT&T Stadium, Arlington, TX
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2021 COWBOYS
FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
DATE

OPPONENT

LOCATION

Saturday, Sept 4 6:00 p.m.

Missouri State

HOME

Boone Pickens Stadium - Stillwater, OK

Saturday, Sept 11 11:00 a.m.

Tulsa

HOME

Boone Pickens Stadium - Stillwater, OK

Saturday, Sept 18 8:00 p.m.

Boise State

AWAY

Albertsons Stadium - Boise, ID

Saturday, Sept 25

Kansas State

HOME

Boone Pickens Stadium, Stillwater, OK

Saturday, Oct 2

Baylor

HOME

Boone Pickens Stadium, Stillwater, OK

Saturday, Oct 16

Texas

AWAY

Darrell K Royal–Texas Memorial Stadium, Austin,
TX

Saturday, Oct 23

Iowa State

AWAY

Jack Trice Stadium, Ames, IA

Saturday, Oct 30

Kansas

HOME

Boone Pickens Stadium, Stillwater, OK

Saturday, Nov 6

West Virginia

AWAY

Milan Puskar Stadium, Morgantown, WV

Saturday, Nov 13

TCU

HOME

Boone Pickens Stadium, Stillwater, OK

Saturday, Nov 20

Texas Tech

AWAY

Jones AT&T Stadium, Lubbock, TX

Saturday, Nov 27

Oklahoma

HOME

Boone Pickens Stadium, Stillwater, OK
(BEDLAM SERIES)
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TULSA GOLDEN HURRICANE
2021 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
DATE

OPPONENT

LOCATION

Thu Sep 2 6:30 pm

UC Davis

Tulsa, Okla.

Sat Sep 11 11:00 am

Oklahoma State

Stillwater, Okla.

Sat Sep 18 2:30 pm

Ohio State

Columbus, Ohio

Sat Sep 25 TBA

Arkansas State

Tulsa, Okla.

Fri Oct 1 6:30 pm

Houston

Tulsa, Okla.

Sat Oct 9

Memphis

Tulsa, Okla. HOMECOMING

Sat Oct 16 TBA

University of South Florida

Tampa, Fla.

Fri Oct 29 6:30 pm

United States Naval Academy

Tulsa, Okla.

Sat Nov 6 TBA

Cincinnati

Cincinnati, Ohio

Sat Nov 13 TBA

Tulane University

New Orleans, La.

Sat Nov 20 TBA

Temple University

Tulsa, Okla.

Sat Nov 27 TBA

Southern Methodist University

Dallas, Texas

TBA
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UCO BRONCHOS
2019 FOOTBALL SCHEDULE
DATE

OPPONENT

LOCATION

Thu, Sep 2 6:00 PM

Missouri Western

EDMOND

Sat, Sep 11 6:00 PM

Emporia State

Emporia, KS

Sat, Sep 18 TBD

Missouri Southern State

EDMOND

Sat, Sep 25 TBD

Northwest Missouri State

Maryville, MO

Sat, Oct 2 TBD

Lincoln (MO)

EDMOND

Thu, Oct 7 6:00 PM

Northeastern State

Tahlequah, OK

Sat, Oct 16 TBD

Fort Hays State

Hays, KS.

Sat, Oct 23 TBD

Washburn

EDMOND

Sat, Oct 30 12:00 PM

Pittsburg State

Pittsburg, PA

Sat, Nov 6 TBD

Nebraska-Kearney

EDMOND

Sat, Nov 13 12:00 PM

Central Missouri

Warrensburg, MO
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Happening in the Gardens
301 W. Reno Oklahoma City
Many activities require registration; register online at myriadgardens.org
*Subject to change due to COVID protocols.

AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER
Goldfish Swim School – Edmond – at “Find-it
Friday”
Children’s Garden and Thunder Fountain Splash Pad
Friday, July 30 and August 13, 10am-noon
FREE Support the myriad gardens by becoming a
member here
Join Bubbles from Goldfish Swim School – Edmond for Find
It Fridays from 10 a.m. – Noon on July 30 and August 13!
Find the hidden Bubbles bath toy during your scavenger
hunt and you’ll win a special prize from Goldfish Edmond.
Bring a towel and swim shoes. Make it a picnic morning at
Myriad Botanical Gardens.
Kaleidoscope Arts will be offering face painting on August
13 for $7 each; Waterproofing paint $10; Henna $10;
Waterproof glitter tattoos; festival glitter $5 each.

Live Painting with artist Tony Tiger
Wednesdays
August 11,18, 25 2021 @ 1 pm – 4:30 pm
Sept 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 2021 @ 1 pm – 4:30 pm
See the new exhibit, Memorial: Positive and Negative
Space, by indigenous artist Tony A. Tiger on exhibit in
the Visitor Lobby through November 5. See and watch
him work! Tony will be doing live paintings every
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Wednesday, 1-4:30pm in our Visitor Lobby.
Tony A. Tiger is an artist, an Indigenous art curator and
educator. Tiger is a member of the Sac and Fox Tribe with
Seminole and Muscogee Creek ancestry. He earned a Master
of Fine Art degree from the University of Oklahoma and a
Bachelor of Fine Art degree
from Oklahoma State
University. His art has been
exhibited nationally and
internationally, with
numerous awards to his
credit. His latest curation
project Speak: Speak While
You Can, a multi tribal art

exhibition focusing on the revitalization of Indigenous
languages in Oklahoma, opens at the Seminole Nation
Museum in Wewoka September 1. Tiger is married to Brenda
his faithful supporter. He enjoys the outdoors and
community activities. Tiger is represented by the Exhibit C
Gallery in Oklahoma City Bricktown and the Rain Maker
Gallery in Bristol, UK.
LOCATION: 301 W. Reno, Oklahoma City, OK 73102
405.445.7080

under the light of the full moon. Meet up at the bandshell
stage on the Devon Lawn. DON’T HAVE A BIKE? Rent a bike
from Spokies. Cost for the 3-hour pass is only $4.50 with the
promo code, “FullMoon21” online.

Full Moon Bike Ride
When: Monday, August 16, 5-7pm
Friday, August 20, 5-7pm
#FullMoonOKC sponsored by OU Health
When: August 22, 2021 @ 8:30 pm – 9:30 pm
Where: Myriad Botanical Gardens
Presented by OU Health
• Meet Seasonal Plaza Splash Pad (northeast corner of the
Gardens)
• Suggested $5 per person donation (goes towards the
nonprofit foundation that runs the Gardens)
• Route announced that night at the meetup by race
coordinator Steve Schlegel
• Ride OKC Bike Tours will have their Pop-Up Trailer near
the starting line at the Myriad Gardens with bike rentals
including helmets and blinky lights. Space is limited,
reserve in advance and receive the discounted $10 price by
entering promo code “THRILLER” here.
This is a non-competitive, leisure ride under the full moon in
downtown. Bring your bike for a one-hour, 6-to 8-mile
leisurely ride through the downtown Oklahoma City area

A Night of BLUE at the Gardens
Friday, August 27, 7:30pm
The Devon Lawn and band shell
Food trucks and drinks starting @ 6 pm
Celebrate the 50th anniversary of Joni Mitchell’s Blue album
in partnership with our friends at ACM@UCO at a night of
BLUE in the Gardens. Joni Mitchell’s music is known to be
influential throughout all genres of music. Her album Blue
spawned hits such as River, A Case Of You and more. For
one night only in downtown Oklahoma City, we bring
together musicians from different musical styles to present
Joni’s album Blue in full. Backed by Garrison Brown and his
band, expect additional Mitchell hits outside of Blue. These
songs will come to life on the Devon Lawn at Myriad
Botanical Gardens, a perfect setting for acoustic music.
Chelsey Cope, Chloe Beth Campbell, Eric Himan, Jerica Wortham,
and Miss Brown To You are on the list of musicians to perform at
A Night of BLUE on Friday, Aigust 27.
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added benefit of connecting you with nature. The Gardens
offer a space of beauty and tranquility to help relieve stress
and quiet your mind. Classes are open to all levels, whether
you are a beginner or an experienced yogi. Thanks to our
presenting sponsor Fowler Auto, and our generous ongoing
sponsors Tinker Federal Credit Union and OU Medicine, yoga
is offered two times weekly free of charge.

Sunday Twilight Concert Series

Foraged Floral Arrangement
When: August
Education
Foraged
•
Floral
Programs
28,
Arrangement
2021 @ 9:00 am – 11:00 am

Terrace Room and Garden Grounds
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Sundays in August @ 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm
• 8/15: Weston Horn and the Hush – Rock/Soul
• 8/22: Smilin Vic – Rhythm & Blues
• 8/29: Yacht Rock Legends – 60’s, 70’s, & 80’s Yacht
Rock
Myriad Botanical Gardens
Public Programs
The Arts Council of Oklahoma City is BACK in the Gardens
with their 2021 Sunday Twilight Concert Series presented by
The Chickasaw Nation! Each week they will bring you a
different genre of music from local and regional acts from
7:30 to 9 p.m. This is the lineup at the Myriad Botanical
Gardens on the Devon Lawn

Guided Walking Tour

Botanical Balance FREE YOGA
Presented by Fowler Auto
Sponsored by Tinker Federal Credit
Union and OU Medicine
Tuesdays 6 pm and Saturdays, 9 am
The Devon Lawn
• Bring a mat, water
• Instructors from YMCA
• Recommended for ages 16&Up
Practicing yoga in the Gardens has the
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Saturday, July 31, 10am
Last Saturday of each month, 10-11 am
Garden Grounds, meet in the south lobby
FREE – Geared towards adults, strollers and leashed
dogs are always welcome
Expand your knowledge of Oklahoma plants and find
inspiration for your own garden with an educational walking
tour. Each month will feature
different plants from our outdoor
collection that make great
choices for this region – from
year-round color to droughttolerant choices and more. Selfguided plant tour handouts are
available in our north lobby. n

ART

OVAC Announces Thrive Grants Awardees
Funds Supporting Innovative Visual Arts Projects
The Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition (OVAC)
has announced the awardees of Thrive
Grants, a new granting program for artists
that celebrates innovation and exploration
in the visual arts of Oklahoma. Thrive
Grants is funded by and in partnership
with The Andy Warhol Foundation for the
Visual Arts through their Regional
Regranting Program.
Thrive Grants is an annual program that funds 12 artistled, collaborative projects from across Oklahoma through
grants of $5,000 each. The funded projects must culminate
in a public-facing program such as a non-traditional
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Sarah Ahmad, Bol (“speak” in Urdu), 2014-2020, digital print.
Photo Provided by Sarah Ahmad.

exhibition, performance, screening, or other publicly
accessible outcome. Thrive Grants aim to fund artists’
visions and provide creative projects for community
engagement.
All grant applications were reviewed by a selection
committee and were scored in categories including: Career
Altering Potential, Artistic Merit, Community Impact, and
Ability to Complete. Artist projects that create new
collaborations, feature BIPOC artists, or serve non-urban
communities were prioritized. The selection committee has
chosen the following awardees for this cycle: Sarah Ahmad

Tiffany McKnight, Thanks for Masking
Campaign, 2020, pictured in front of Star
Ceiling 2 by Leo Villareal at Oklahoma
Contemporary. Model, Styling, and Creative
Direction by Tiffany McKnight. Photo Credit
to Shavaun Williams.

(Tulsa), Ferrell Dixon (Tulsa), John
Flores (Tulsa), Shelley Goodmanson
(Cashion), Naima Lowe (Tulsa),
Tiffany McKnight (Oklahoma City),
Lydia Moore (Tulsa), Romy Owens
(Enid), Nicole Poole (Oklahoma
City), Lauren Rosenfelt (Norman),
Amy Sanders De Melo (Tulsa),
Virginia Sitzes (Oklahoma City).
“The committee was blown away by

the creativity of all of the submitted
projects and it was a very challenging
charge for them to select only twelve,”
says executive director, Krystle Kaye.
“We encourage the public to follow
along with us over the next year as we
all watch these powerful and timely
projects unfold across the state.”
At the end of the award period, all of
the funded artists will come together to

share their projects in a fun, lively
presentation. At the end of the
presentation event, the awardees for
the following year will be announced.
For a full timeline and dates, visit
thrivegrants.org.
The Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition
(OVAC) grows and develops Oklahoma’s
visual arts community through
education, promotion, connection, and
funding. For 32 years as a nonprofit,
OVAC has helped Oklahoma artists
enrich the state through their creative
endeavors.
In accordance with Andy Warhol’s
will, the mission of The Andy Warhol
Foundation for the Visual Arts is the
advancement of the visual arts. The
Foundation manages an innovative and
flexible grants program while also
preserving Warhol’s legacy through
creative and responsible licensing
policies and extensive scholarly
research for ongoing catalogue
raisonné projects. To date, the
Foundation has given over $200 million
in cash grants to over 1,000 arts
organizations in 49 states and abroad
and has donated 52,786 works of art to
322 institutions worldwide.
For more information about the
OVAC’s Thrive Grants visit,
ThriveGrants.org.
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Amy Sanders De Melo, Awakening, 2021,
wheel-thrown white stoneware, hand
applied Braille slip, 7” x 7” x 3”. Image
provided by Amy Sanders De Melo.

distribution to queer and trans oriented
youth services and community centers
that focus on underserved queer
populations in Oklahoma.

THRIVE GRANTS 2021
AWARDEES & PROJECTS:
Sarah Ahmad // Tulsa, Oklahoma
Project: Stories from the Core
Stories from the Core is a
collaborative art project that seeks to
bear witness to grief—the grief of
individuals across Oklahoma, and the
grief of the land itself—as a
movement towards healing. This
project will use storytelling practices,
photography, and the natural beauty
and power of the earth to facilitate
intimate moments of mourning.
Participants honor their losses and
open themselves up to hope.
Ferrell Dixon // Tulsa, Oklahoma
Project: Oklahoma Unwound: ASLUT
COMMUNITY QUARTERLY
This project will highlight artists and
collaborators through engaging events
centering issues of social and political

importance in Oklahoma. The project
includes four immersive art
installations/events based on four
themes: 1. Mental Health, 2. The LGBTQ
Experience in Oklahoma, 3.
Environmental Degradation from Oil
and Gas, and 4. Mass Incarceration.
Funding for this project will support the
implementation of these events created
by the Lead Artist and four additional
artists selected from outside the
Tulsa/OKC areas.

Shelly Goodmanson // Cashion,
Oklahoma
Project: Faces of Our Community
Faces of Our Community will be a
broader and more expansive project.
The goal will be two-fold; to expose
people of all ages to clay as they create
a ‘self-portrait’ as well as provide an
art gallery style experience for our rural
community. The self-portrait clay
sessions will be scheduled monthly
over the course of 6 months. During
this time frame, Shelly will have
scheduled open sessions at her studio,
as well as collaborate with the school,
local businesses, and churches as host
facilities. All sessions will be free of
charge.

John Flores // Tulsa, Oklahoma
Project: We Are Queer OK
We Are Queer OK will be an
interactive digital and print media
project in the form of a 24-page art
zine consisting of photographic
portraits centered on individuals,
communities, and events that
showcase the multifaceted queer
population in Oklahoma. A portion of
zines produced will be reserved for

Naima Lowe // Tulsa, Oklahoma
Project: Liminal Landscapes Along
Rt. 66
Throughout this project, Naima Lowe
will work with grassroots
horticulturalist Leslie Witherspoon to
create a demonstration garden and
rotating flagpole installation on a
residential property that Lowe recently
acquired near Rt. 66 in Tulsa, OK. They
will spend the next 10-11 months
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installing, cultivating and
documenting the space and then invite
the public to the space for a garden
party and installation opening. The
goal is to encourage community
connection by showcasing the ways
that we can turn our private spaces
into sites for shared public
engagement with the arts and the local
environment.
Tiffany McKnight // Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma
Project: People by People
Tiffany McKnight’s dream is to be the
first Black woman in Oklahoma City to
create and publish a locally made
publication as the first editorial pursuit
of my business, People by People LLC.
It will be a multifaceted and visually
arresting collection of photographs and
art with contributions from local
artists, photographers, activists,
musicians, and more. This collectible
book will showcase an alternate
perspective of voices that will act as
the first edition of a living archive.

weeks students will participate in a
series of art experiences designed to
introduce students to artists whose
work is motivated by social, political, or
environmental issues. Students will be
given the support to develop work
based a central message that is
meaningful to them.
Romy Owens // Enid, Oklahoma
Project: Sugar High
Sugar High is an immersive
installation that will be a delightful
array of color explosions, a delicious
sugar dream, an indulgent treat for the
young and young at heart. This will
take place in a 2,000 square foot
commercial building in downtown Enid.
The property owner is Rob Cummins
and he is committed to the use of his
property for this elaborate art
installation. This project is a push to

keep Enid’s public art program (2015Present) funded and to create art that
is so beloved that it becomes a
permanent art experience.
Nicole Poole // Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma
Project: SPARK!
SPARK! is a response to the need for
community healing and cohesion. They
are a diverse, 11-member
interdisciplinary ensemble, employing
radical collaboration to create wildly
innovative happenings in unexpected
places. SPARK! rethinks the
relationship between the arts and
community: They perform for and
create with non-traditional arts
audiences in public parks and underutilized spaces. Artists break discipline
barriers; Dancers speak and sing,
visual artists dance and MC, and

Lydia Moore // Tulsa, Oklahoma
Project: Art Futures Club
Art Futures Club empowers young
people with a creative voice as a force
for change in the world while gaining
skills in digital literacy and artistic
expression. Over the course of six
Shelly Goodmanson, Faces built as a
demonstration for 3rd grade project, 2021,
ceramics. Photo Provided by Shelly
Goodmanson
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Nicole Poole, Faith in Humanity
@wordsmiff405, 2021, temporary public
art, Photo Provided by Nicole Poole.
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Amy Sanders De Melo // Tulsa,
Oklahoma
Project: INVISIBLE VOICES
Invisible Voices incorporates firsthand accounts from those on the fringe
of mainstream American society-black, brown, indigenous, LGBTQ+,
incarcerated, elderly, disabled
individuals, and persons with active
addictions. A series of 12 large, colorful
porcelain vessels will represent 12
individuals who will collaborate with
the lead artist. Their stories will be
textured by hand on each vessel’s
surface in Braille. The Braille represents
the isolation these individuals feel in
society. Because the viewer will likely
not understand Braille, they will
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experience a sense of isolation as well.
Virginia Sitzes // Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma
Project: Sunny Dayz Mural
Festival
Sunny Dayz Mural Fest is Oklahoma's
first and only mural festival dedicated
to celebrating women in the arts. There
are three core values at the heart of
this project: Fighting against gender
inequity in the arts, setting a new
standard for ethical practices in mural
festivals, and providing oppor-tunities
for emerging, experienced, and high
school artists who identify as women
and/or non binary while cultivating a
supportive and equitable community of
allies. n

WE HATED ALGEBRA TOO.
OKAY, SO MAYBE WE LIKED IT A LITTLE.

BUT THAT DOESN’T MEAN
WE ARE ONLY ABOUT THE NUMBERS.

WHEN YOU WORK WITH

EVOLVE
YOU ARE GETTING A PARTNER DEVOTED TO

SNIFFING OUT ANSWERS TO

REAL
QUESTIONS
NOT JUST STATISTICS ABOUT YOUR BUSINESS.

WWW.EVOLVE-RESEARCH.COM

FASHION
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White clothes and accessories
still feel right as we head into
the last few weeks of summer.
They’re cool, light and just as fresh and
welcoming as ever. Wear white head to toe or as
an accent on ears, fingers, nails and arms. If
some of your well-worn white favorites are
starting to dull a bit, don’t hesitate to swap
them out for new ones. And, please, let some of
your whites hang on within easy grasp in your
closet long past summer’s last 80-degree day.
Below , Shell and gold earrings by Virtue
available at Eden boutique.
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If bright white polish is a bit too
bold, consider Essie Marshmallow
for a softer, sheer white. It’s a
favorite of Meghan Markle, Duchess of Sussex. Essie is
available at Ulta and Target.

Seychelles white slides with block heels and crisscross
straps available at Betsy King A Shoe Boutique.

Left, Graphic tank by Have Some Fun Today available at Eden boutique.
Below, Gianni Bini eyelet long-sleeve lace dress with scalloped hem
available at Dillard’s.

Many white staples, such as jeans,
blouses and T-shirts, transition to fall
easily with the addition of darker colors
and warm textures or when mixed with
other shades of white, beige and cream.
So, make the “white” decision. n

Rustic Cuff Emily elasticized bracelet made of thin
polymer clay beads and gold metal accents. Available
at Rustic Cuff store in Classen Curve or online at
rusticcuff.com.
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Kurt Russell, George Strait and Robert Duvall
Among the 2020 and 2021
Western Heritage Award Inductees

R

eturning in-person for it is 60th year, The
Cowboy will honor individuals who have
made significant contributions to Western
heritage through their life and career during
the Western Heritage Awards, September 17-18.
Often called the “Oscars of the West,” this black-tie,
celebrity-hosted event held at The National Cowboy &
Western Heritage Museum attracts the biggest names in
Western literature, music, television and film every year. This
year’s ceremony will recognize honorees and inductees from
both 2020 and 2021. Inductees include Academy Award
winner Robert Duvall and Emmy-nominated Kurt Russell, as
well as American country music singer George Strait.
“The West is more than a geographical location; it is a
story we tell,” said Natalie Shirley, Museum President and
CEO. “For more than a century, writers, musicians and film
producers have interpreted the trials and triumphs of the
people who built the American West. At The Cowboy, we are
pleased to honor the work these men and women have done
in telling the great stories of the American West.”
Each award winner and inductee receives a Wrangler, an
impressive bronze sculpture of a cowboy on horseback
created by Oklahoma artist Harold T. Holden, a 2017 Hall of
Great Westerners inductee.
This year, Woodrow Wilson Woolwine “Woody” Strode
(1914-1994), will be the 2021 inductee into the Hall of
Great Western Performers along with 2020 inductees Kurt
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Russell and Neil Oliver “Bing” Russell (1926 – 2003).
Inductees into the Hall of Great Westerners for 2020 are
Montford T. Johnson (1843 – 1896) and Bennett Richard
“Ben” Houston (1929 – 2016). Inductees into the Hall of
Great Westerners for 2021 are Matthew “Bones” Hooks
(1867 – 1951) and Mel O. Potter.
The 2021 Western Heritage Awards will also recognize R.
W. Hampton and the 2020 awardee John Scott with the
Chester A. Reynolds Memorial Award. Named in honor of the
Museum’s founder, this award is bestowed on a living
honoree who has demonstrated an unwavering commitment
to Western values and ideals.
Singer and songwriter George Strait will receive the 2021
Lifetime Achievement Award and actor Robert Duvall will
receive the 2020 Lifetime Achievement Award. Both
honorees will also receive a commemorative three-piece
Western buckle set created by Traditional Cowboy Arts
Association silversmiths Scott Hardy and Beau Compton.
“Our institution began as The National Cowboy Hall of
Fame over 60 years ago and we are happy to carry on that
legacy through the Western Heritage Awards and through
our Museum’s Hall of Great Westerners and Hall of Great

Western Performers,” said Shirley. “We look forward to
honoring great men and women of the West for years to
come as we continue to provide space for people to
remember and interact with the stories so many of us have
come to cherish.”
Due to the overwhelming support of our Inductees,
Honorees, their families and sponsors, tickets to the 2021
Western Heritage Awards Induction Ceremony are sold out,

but tickets for a special livestream remote dinner held in the
Museum’s Annie Oakley Center will be available for purchase
and includes access to the cocktail reception preceding the
induction ceremony, Saturday, September 18.
The full list of Western Heritage Honorees and Inductees
for 2020 and 2021 are listed below. For more information
about the 2021 Western Heritage Awards, visit
nationalcowboymuseum.org/western-heritage-awards.

2020 Western Heritage Awards Inductee List
Hall Of Great Westerners
Montford T. Johnson (1843 – 1896)
Bennett Richard “Ben” Houston (1929 – 2016)

Hall Of Great Western Performers
Neil Oliver “Bing” Russell (1926 − 2003)
Kurt Russell
CHESTER A. REYNOLDS MEMORIAL AWARD
John Scott
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Robert Duvall
SPECIAL DIRECTORS’ AWARD
Traditional Cowboy Arts Association

Clockwise:
Montford T. Johnson
Kurt Russell
Robert Duvall

2021 Western Heritage Awards Inductee List
Hall Of Great Westerners
Matthew “Bones” Hooks (1867 - 1951)
Mel O. Potter

Hall Of Great Western Performers
Woodrow Wilson Woolwine “Woody” Strode (1914-1994)
CHESTER A. REYNOLDS MEMORIAL AWARD
R.W. Hampton
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
George Strait

Geroge Strait

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2021 ion Oklahoma 79

2020 Western Heritage Awards Honoree List
LITERATURE
Western Novel

MUSIC
Original Western Composition

The Cheyenne Story: An
Interpretation of Courage, written and
published by Gerry Robinson

“Hats Off to the Cowboy” recording artist Red Steagall,
composed by Red Steagall and Joe Merrick

Traditional Western Album
Nonfiction Book
Lakota America: A New History of
Indigenous Power by Pekka Hämäliänen
published by Yale University Press

Art Book
Don Weller Tracks, by Don Weller, published
by Weller Institute for the Cure of Design

Juvenile Book
J is for Jackalope by Teal Blake.

Shadow of a Cowboy, recording artist Andy Hedges
New Horizon
“Desert Dwelling Mama” recording artist Adrian Brannan,
produced by Craig Schumacher

FILM & TELEVISION HONOREES
Western Lifestyle Program
Cow Town, produced by Robert Burch at OETA
Theatrical Motion Picture
Deadwood: The Movie starring Timothy Olyphant,
directed by Daniel Minahan, produced by HBO

Magazine Article
“If You had Fought Bravely I would have Sung for You”
The Changing Roles of Cheyenne Women During
Nineteenth-Century Plains Warfare, by David Beyreis,
published Montana The Magazine of Western History

Poetry Book

Documentary
Country Music, directed by Ken Burns, written by Dayton
Duncan, and produced by Duncan, Burns and Julie Dunfey
Fictional Drama
“Touching Your Enemy” Yellowstone S2, E5 starring Kevin
Costner, written by Taylor Sheridan

We Make a Tiny Herd: Poems to Honor the Burro Lady of
Far West Texas by Lucy Griffith, published by Main Street
Rag
Left to right: Deadwood: the Movie, “Touching Your Enemy” Yellowstone- season 2, and Country Music.
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2021 Western Heritage Awards Honoree List
LITERATURE
Western Novel

MUSIC
Original Western Composition

The King of Taos: A Novel by the late
Max Evans, published by the University
of New Mexico Press.

Nonfiction Book

“El Caballo Del Fuego,” recording artist Doug Figgs/The
Cowboy Way, composed by Doug Figgs, Floyd Beard,
Mariam Funke

Traditional Western Album

Sand Creek and the Tragic End of a
Lifeway by Louis Kraft, published by
the University of Oklahoma Press

A Place to Land, recording artist Kristyn Harris, produced
by Aaron Meador

FILM & TELEVISION HONOREES
Art Book
Making a Hand: The Art of H.D.
Bugbee by Michael Grauer, published
by Texas A&M University Press

Western Lifestyle Program

Juvenile Book

Theatrical Motion Picture

Silverbelly by S.J. Dahlstrom,
published by Paul Dry Books.

News of the World, starring Tom Hanks, produced by
Universal Pictures

Magazine Article

Documentary

“Transitions in the Changing West: The Photographic
Legacy of Jessamine Spear Johnson,” by Tempe J. Javitz,
published in Montana: The Magazine of Western History by
the Montana Historical Society

Today’s Wild West, E307 produced by Mark Bedor at
Today’s Wild West LLC

Charlie Russell’s Old West, by coproducer and director Gus
Chambers and writer and coproducer Paul Zalis at
MontanaPBS

Fictional Drama
Poetry Book
Second Wind by Patricia Frolander, published by High
Plains Press
Left: Charlie Russell

“I Killed a Man Today,” Yellowstone, S3, E8 starring Kevin
Costner, written by Taylor Sheridan n

Right:“I Killed a Man Today,” Yellowstone, season 3
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PEOPLE

DAWN TREE:
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expressing joy and hope her way
BY GARLAND MCWATTERS

D

awn Tree, a quiet-spoken introverted
abstract surrealist folk artist working
from Tulsa, speaks boldly through her
art about the environment and social
and racial justice.
In her recent multimedia exhibition, the Greenwood Joy
Experience, which coincided with the 100-year commemoration of
the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre, Tree said she sought to show how joy
could come out of pain.
“I wanted to shift an emotion and the solutions that come with
that. I looked at financial payback as well as spiritual healing . . .
things that we need to achieve joy as African Americans in our reality
right now,” she said of her exhibition that closed on the newly
proclaimed Juneteenth national holiday.
“I was trying to be more of a visionary in that sense and not just
reflect on what had already happened but move into how we can also
solve problems.”
Tree’s exhibition occupied a suite in the top floor of the Greenarch
building on N. Greenwood Avenue overlooking the site of the
Greenwood Rising museum, which opened in August to tell the story
of Tulsa’s Greenwood district and Black Wall Street.
Dawn Tree painting at Woodward Park in Tulsa.
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A life changing trip
Like most careers, Dawn set out on one path that
branched in other directions through her life experiences.
Born in St. Louis, she spent her early childhood in North
Carolina, then moved to Jenks, where she graduated high
school. She earned a bachelor of arts degree in journalism
from the University of Oklahoma.
Soon after graduation, Tree moved to the Baltimore/Washington D.C. area to work for a non-profit. There she was able
to exhibit her work, as well as in New York City and
Philadelphia.

A Graphic art history book
In 2019, Tree set out with Michelle Brown-Burdex, a
Greenwood historical storyteller and program coordinator of
the Greenwood Cultural Center, to create a graphic history
book to tell the story of the 1921 race massacre. In Tulsa’s
Black Wall Street: a Modernized Revelation, Tree
superimposes archived photographs of the Greenwood
district and neighborhood with contemporary photos to show
how the destruction of Black Wall Street has a contemporary
impact.
As Tulsans continue to grapple with coming to terms with
the reality of the race massacre and destruction of the
Greenwood district in 1921, Tree says she hopes her art
helps to bring the travesty to light, while at the same time
opening minds and promoting honest dialogue and
conversation to bring about real change.
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Top left: Dawn with Marcus Muse, OKC artist
Above: Exhibiting artwork in Muse Art Studio, OKC.
Bottom left: Painting Live for John Hope Franklin symposium

But it was a pro bono project for a volunteer organization
that gave her the opportunity eventually to travel to Ghana
to help market a tourism business. She spent six months
Africa’s second most populated country in 2014.
“It changed my life. Being on African soil witnessing the
culture, the people, the hospitality. It sincerely uplifted me in
ways I never knew I could be uplifted.”
Tree recalled how the sisterhood among black women, as
was the appreciation for black women in general, was on a
whole different level than what she had experienced in the
United States. She also recalled how the daily exchange of
currency with black brothers and sisters profoundly
affected her.

Left: Teaching during residency at Anne Marie Sculpture Gardens
in Solomons Island, MD
Above: Teaching at Greenwood Cultural Center
Below: Exhibiting art Kendall Whittier art walk

“Coming back to America, I definitely
had culture shock.”
Tree said the Ghana experience
validated her as a black woman, and
American black women who have not
had a similar experience could not relate
to how she had been changed.
She has returned to Ghana two more
times for extended stays. Her last trip
was for an artist residency. During that
trip she immersed herself in the study of
Ghana’s environment, economy, and
political system to represent in her art.

A social and political message
Tree says she has become more of an activist and
advocate, speaking about her art.
“There’s a social message involved—a political message
involved with the art. It would be easy for me just to paint a
face of someone. But if anything, I’m trying to channel the
current times, and also process my own emotions and not be
down or depressed or trapped… in the environment of
America and the world, because it’s horrific out there.”
Reflecting on her experience working at a non-profit in
Washington, D.C. to help African American youths become

more entrepreneurial, Tree recalled she
was the only black in the group helping
a black population but was not given
any control or leadership in her efforts.
“It was very disappointing and
hurtful, because I had come from
Oklahoma, trying to get away from this
racial dynamic, and I only go a
thousand miles away to experience the
same thing.”
Tree says art has a way of affecting
people, even subconsciously, with its
message. Also, she has noticed that her
work often affects and changes he as
she creates it.
“Putting every drip on the wood takes me closer to
realizing my own internal conflicts and also how I want to
move forward in that.”
Dawn’s piece Lioness Spirit was selected for the cover of
the Summer 2021 edition of Art Focus Oklahoma, the
quarterly magazine of the Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition.
Listen to the entire Spirit of Leading podcast interview
with Dawn Tree of Underground Tree Studio at
https://liveinpowered.com/083-dawn-treeexpressingjoy-and-hope-through-abstract-art/ (opens in new tab) n
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BUSINESS

Kanela & Company joins McGraw REALTORS®

M

cGraw REALTORS® continues its expan-sion into
the Oklahoma City metro area as long standing
residential real estate firm Kanela & Company
joins the brokerage.

Incorporated in September 1981, Kanela & Company has been serving Nichols
Hills and the broader Oklahoma City area with excellence and attention to detail
for nearly 40 years.
Bill McCollough, President; Kanela Huff, Managing Broker;
Lindsey Schlomann, Principal Broker.
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Kanela & Company at McGraw Realtors Front Row (Lto R) Jill Deshazer, Shari Buxton, Connie Givens,
Elyse Hathcher, Lisa Davoli. Second row (Lto R) Jeff Lewis, Janice Anderson, Bill McCollough, Kanela Huff, Lisa Voegeli, Lindsey
Schlomann, Tami Murphy, Tina Day, Tucker Brollier. J. Braden Black, not pictured.

“I am thrilled to be affiliating with the prestigious firm of
McGraw Realtors. I have resisted affiliations in the past
because the “fit” did not feel right. This collaboration feels
right because even though McGraw is a large organization,
they are also a family with core values of service,
professionalism and personal attention.” said Kanela Huff,
founder, president and broker of Kanela & Company.
With the addition of Kanela & Company at McGraw
REALTORS® as the company’s Nichols Hills office, the
brokerage will now have five offices serving the Oklahoma
City area. Principal Broker for McGraw, Lindsey Schlomann,
said, “We are honored that Kanela has decided to bring her
company onboard with McGraw Realtors. Kanela & Company
has been a well-respected and successful company in the
Nichols Hills area, and now together as Kanela & Company
with McGraw Realtors, we will serve our clients in that area
with the best service and knowledge the industry has to offer.”
For McGraw REALTORS®, finding agents and companies to
partner with who match company culture is a greater

determination than even volume. This care for culture is why
the partnership with Kanela & Company has made so much
sense.
“I founded my company on service that goes the extra mile
for my clients,” Kanela said. “Now I can continue to provide
this personal attention but also provide the advantages that
a large company can offer.I truly feel that being a member of
the McGraw family fits like a glove.Kanela & Company will
flourish like a new bloom as a partner with McGraw Realtors.”
Bill McCollough, president and CEO of McGraw REALTORS®
agreed.
“I couldn’t be more excited about our partnership with
Kanela & Company. As we expand into the Oklahoma City
metro one of the biggest factors in deciding who to partner
with is how they fit within our company culture. Kanela and
her team are the right fit, and I’m thrilled to be able to come
together and serve Nichols Hills and the rest of Oklahoma
City for years to come.” n
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