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Publisher’s NotePublisher’s Note
Welcome to ion Oklahoma Online. We’re all about Oklahoma’s quality lifestyle, 
culture, and entertainment. A branded entertainment website and online magazine 
best describes who we are.

As a Select Subscriber or frequent visitor to www.ionok.com you can read each 
issue online, download free each issue on your computer, ipad, or any mobile 
device, or place an order on our website for a printed copy to be mailed directly 
to your home or office.

It’s Oklahoma’s newest and fastest growing online magazine and branded 
entertainment website. When visiting www.ionok.com you wil  be reading about the 
latest trends, cutting edge fashion, inside stories about Oklahoma celebrities, concerts, 
musicals, events, and reviews of the cool and newest restaurants that open.

Also you will enjoy two sections on our website “Photo Galleries” and “Video Diaries”
that have been two of most popular locations. Be sure to check them out.

As one of the newest online magazines and 9 months new to the Oklahoma City 
metro area and the state of Oklahoma we are generating over 12,300 website visits 
monthly and over 42,670 page views. The average time spent per visit has been 3 
minutes and 01 second. The unique visitors total over 7,465 monthly.

We are projecting these numbers to double by the end of 2011.

The last issue of ion Oklahoma OnlineThe last issue of ion Oklahoma OnlineThe last issue of  has been downloaded to FREE to over 7,355 
ion subscribers.

ion Oklahoma Online is totally integrated into the world of social media.

Facebook and Twitter are the two major social medias where we post on a daily basis. 

Sincerely, 
Don Swift 
Publisher
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BY CLIF WARREN

Cathy Keating
Oklahoma’s 25Th First Lady  

Selected For The  
Oklahoma Hall Of Fame

“Everywhere we go Frank and I always carry  
a part of Oklahoma in our hearts.”
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d ateline: Friday evening, 
7 October 2011.

This evening – typical of her many task-filled days, usually 
spent championing important causes or accompanying former 
Governor Frank Keating on his national speaking engagements 
from their Washington, D. C. area home – Cathy Keating’s day 
does not end until she has fulfilled all her calls. 

Our appointed chat is running late.
CATHY: “Sorry, Clif’, our plane was an hour and half late 

getting in.”

CLIF’: “I’m very pleased you saved time for me. First of all, 
congratulations on the Oklahoma Hall of Fame induction.”

CATHY: “Thanks.  I really hadn’t expected it. I was so pleased 
for Frank when he was chosen, and I felt he worked so hard and 
accomplished so much as governor that I felt he really deserved 
it. But me –“

CLIF’:  “Please, no ‘but me –‘.  Lady, I stand in awe of you.  
You already deserved this honor ten years ago. On the table in 
front of me are thirteen books that testify to only some of the 
important projects you inspired, led, championed, caused to be 

The Keating Family 2007, 
seated Cathy’s Mother, 
Frances Herndon Chandler, 
Cathy and Frank Keating, 
Children, Carrie and Ryan 
Leonard, Kelly and Dan 
Hargett, Chip and Brittney 
Keating and grandchildren.
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funded, saw through to completion, or introduced because you 
were behind them.”

CATHY: (She laughs.) “You’ve really done your home work.”
CLIF’: More than all that, you left an indelible impression 

on most Oklahomans. We’ll forever remember your dark 
haired beauty and bright brown eyes from magazines and TV 
when you were our First Lady. Your style, your humor, your 
individual charm: You’re our ageless Sally Field and elegant 
Nancy Reagan all in one. 

 But we especially cherish all that you are beyond the surface – 
your brilliance at organizing and your religious commitment to all 
those great causes you’ve been committed to and still are.”

CATHY: “Thank you for those kind words. Every good cause 
needs helping hands. Whether I’m leading or pushing from 
behind, I’m passionate about the causes I believe in.

And, yes, I grew up in Tulsa as a third generation Oklahoman 
whose paternal grandparents participated in the Run and settled 
in to stay. We were passionate Episcopalians. Of course, when I 
married Frank, I became a Catholic. 

I attended Tulsa Edison along with my good friend Marsha 
Swift there in Oklahoma City. When we were young, students 
sought out ways to help their communities, whether by lending 
physical support or raising funds.

Everybody appeared to accept the maxim, “To those whom 
much is given, much is expected.”

CLIF’: “That philosophy permeates much of what you and 
Governor Keating accomplished during those years in office from 
1995 through 2003.

CATHY: “When I married Frank, he told me, “Cathy, you 
can accomplish anything you set out to do, just put your efforts 
behind your dreams.”

CLIF’:  “You’ve fulfilled so many of those grand dreams. 
I note especially your being given the distinction of 
‘Outstanding Southerner’ by Southern Living magazine 
for your work with the National Habitat for Humanity 
Trust. Then, there’s all your work for the Oklahoma City 
National Memorial, and the Oklahoma Medical Research 
Foundation, the YWCA, the Oklahoma City Salvation 
Army Campaign, the Red Cross Capitol Campaign, and 
the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum. And 
they’re just the major causes!”
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CATHY: “It all started immediately when Frank became 
governor. We wanted to address problems that specifically 
affected Oklahoma. One of the main concerns, besides dealing 
with educational standards and raising the per capita income, 
was the Oklahoma Marriage Initiative, the basis for one of 
the books you have, Building Better Marriages in Oklahoma, the books you have, Building Better Marriages in Oklahoma, 
compiled by Drs. Les and Leslie Parrott.

Frank and I both collaborated on this problem after observing 
the terrible statistics in Oklahoma on divorce, domestic violence, 
alcoholism, and child abuse. By gathering ministers, priests, 
counselors, and other organized groups together, to offer marriage 
counseling, retreats, and so forth, we hoped to improve conditions.

Much was set in motion, but much 
more still needs to be done. That was more still needs to be done. That was 
when the YWCA set up shelters for when the YWCA set up shelters for 
abused wives and children, and the YWCA abused wives and children, and the YWCA 
will soon begin another campaign to will soon begin another campaign to 
expand the number of shelters.”expand the number of shelters.”

CLIF’: “I believe that experience brought 
you ‘The National Champion of Children you ‘The National Champion of Children 
Award.’ And, later, you and Mike Brake Award.’ And, later, you and Mike Brake 
wrote the popular little book about children wrote the popular little book about children 
visiting the state capitol.”visiting the state capitol.”

CATHY: CATHY: “As soon as Frank and I moved 
into the Governor’s Mansion, I felt we needed into the Governor’s Mansion, I felt we needed 
to make it as beautiful as it could be, and I to make it as beautiful as it could be, and I 
knew that it needed to be accomplished with knew that it needed to be accomplished with 
private funding. private funding. 

That’s how “Friends of the Mansion” came That’s how “Friends of the Mansion” came 
about, and the lovely book, The House That about, and the lovely book, The House That about, and the lovely book, The House That 
Oklahoma Built, A History of the Oklahoma Oklahoma Built, A History of the Oklahoma Oklahoma Built, A History of the Oklahoma Oklahoma Built, A History of the Oklahoma 
Governor’s MansionGovernor’s Mansion, penned by Betty Crow and 
Bob Burke, for which I wrote the Foreword.Bob Burke, for which I wrote the Foreword.

CLIF’:CLIF’: “And from that idea another beautiful 
volume actually preceded it, Our Governors’ volume actually preceded it, Our Governors’ 
Mansions, published by the internationally Mansions, published by the internationally 
famous Abrams fine arts house, again inspired famous Abrams fine arts house, again inspired 
by you, and written by Mike Brake and Patti by you, and written by Mike Brake and Patti 
Rosenfeld, with a Foreword by Charles Kuralt.”Rosenfeld, with a Foreword by Charles Kuralt.”

CATHY: CATHY:  “Yes. I really wanted our Governor’s 
mansion to stand out magnificently among all the 

other states’.”
CLIF’: “Your book that I’m quite charmed by is Ooh La La “Your book that I’m quite charmed by is Ooh La La 

– Cuisine Presented in a Stately Manner, which you composed – Cuisine Presented in a Stately Manner, which you composed 
with Ralph Knighton, the Chef and Mansion Administrator. 
The gorgeous table settings and the delicious, inspired dishes, 
typical of those served guests at the mansion, dazzled me.

I’m going to try some of those superb recipes. And I really 
enjoyed your hilarious story about the Sultan of Brunei arriving 
in only thirty minutes with a party of ten and requiring a fish 
dish as a main course.”

CATHY: “Several of our most important causes came about 
as a result of the bombing of the Murrah Federal Building and 
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the disaster victims. In Our Name: The Official Commemorative 
Volume,Volume, for which Frank and I wrote the poignant Epigraph, 
with the personal accounts of over a thousand survivors, 
rescuers, medical staff, counselors, volunteers and children, 
were gathered together by an expert team. 

Clive Irving, the noted editor, arranged the stories, and it 
became a national bestseller, with all profits going to Project 
Recovery, OKC, Inc., as did the profits from the children’s book, 
Dear Oklahoma City, Get Well Soon, edited by Jim Ross and Paul Dear Oklahoma City, Get Well Soon, edited by Jim Ross and Paul 
Meyers, for which I composed the Introduction and Robert Coles 
the Afterward.”

CLIF’: “During the times of the bombing on April 19, 1995 
and its aftermath, Governor Keating provided courageous 
and formidable leadership as the nation focused on his 
guidance of the state throughout the tragedy. The horror and 
loss from the event appear to mark the era forever.”

CATHY: “The Murrah Building bombing and 9/11 
targeted a bull’s eye on our country’s weakened 
defenses. For instance, because the National Red Cross 
responds to one regional crisis after another, all their 
funds go to those responses. Never was there enough 
money for infrastructure needs.

The 9/11 response of the Red Cross exposed the need 
right away for a special overall communications system, 
as well as particular types of vehicles they never had 
acquired. 

Consequently, because of my Oklahoma City experiences, 
about six years ago, I was put in charge of the National Red 
Cross Capitol Campaign. Fortunately, we now have raised 
$12M to answer those needs.”

CLIF’: “You are never without a cause that involves 
Oklahoma.”
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CATHY: “Everywhere we go Frank and I always carry 
a part of Oklahoma in our hearts. I feel a great deal of 
appreciation for my grandparents, who worked through the 
decades of blood, sweat, and tears to uphold honest and 
humane Oklahoma values.

Even though we live in the East, our home is in Oklahoma.
Our children – Chip and his wife Brittany and their two 

children, Carrie and her husband Ryan Leonard and their four 
children, and Kelly and Dan Hargett and their three little ones in 
Richmond, Virginia, respect those family-oriented values, too.”

CLIF’: “Which projects are you working on now?”
CATHY: “I’m very involved with the Annie Oakley Society, 

which I founded at the National Cowboy and Western 
Heritage Museum.  In tandem with Chuck Schroeder, the 

director, we raised $550,000 for Phase 1 of the renewal and 
expansion of the children’s areas of the museum. We need to 
move on to Phase 2.

Also, Brad Henry and Kim and Frank and I just finished a 
promo for Lee Allan Smith on the new American Indian Museum, 
one of the pearls located on the Oklahoma River, which should 
bring continued international notice to Oklahoma, and that 
campaign will begin soon.”

CLIF’: “Are you all ready for the Hall of Fame induction?”
CATHY: “I only wish I could still get into my beautiful 

Inaugural gown, but I’m afraid I’m a size or two away from that. 
…  Oh, I see Frank is flashing the garage light. I have to say 
goodbye. We’re due at a dinner in about seven minutes.”

on

onCOVER

Below: Frank and Cathy Keating and Grandchildren
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Why do we say it’s comfortable to buy a car or truck from John Vance

Auto Group? There are many reasons.

Here are just a few...

“Where it’s Comfortable To Buy a Car”

Exit 153 / I-35 • Guthrie, OK • (866) 259-2296

www.vanceautogroup.com

Great Selection   We have the brands of cars and

trucks you’re looking for. Cadillac, Buick, GMC, Ford,

Dodge, Chrysler and Jeep. We also have an excellent

selection of preowned cars and trucks that we have

put through our multi-point inspection—so you

can be assured of their quality.

Great Prices   We’re a small town (family

owned) dealer located next door to the big city.

This gives us lower overhead and room to price

our cars and trucks less than the competition.

Great Service & Friendly People

Why do so many people leave John Vance

Auto Group saying that we make it

comfortable for them to buy? We’ve

selected a staff that believes that

“YOUR SATISFACTION” is all that

matters. At John Vance our people

are easy-going and not pushy.

We want you to buy now, and

again in the future. Our service

department is second to none

and certified for the auto brands

for which we sell warranty work.

Convenience  We’re located just minutes from Edmond and

Oklahoma City, just off I-35. Most of our customers say they can

get to us quicker and faster than dealers that are located in the

metro because of stop and go traffic. Make the short and

carefree drive to John Vance and you’ll be glad you did.

Express Service  Our convenient service center is

open on Saturdays, and you don’t need an appointment.

We’re fast and courteous. Try us and see.

Lifetime Powertrain Warranty

Every qualified new car or truck sold at

John Vance Auto Group comes with

a Lifetime Powertrain Warranty.

This is our way of providing you

with a little more peace of mind

about your purchase.

Dealer Connections

We’re connected with

other Vance Auto Group

dealerships in Oklahoma

and Texas. If we don’t

have what you’re looking

for in stock we can get it.
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olynesians settled in New Zealand sometime around 1300 AD, and the 
unique Maori culture developed undisturbed until the Europeans arrived 
in 1642 AD.  The Europeans gave New Zealanders their distinctive 

accent, but the Maori spirit thrives still today, and colors everything from food, to 
architecture, to  
the people.  

New Zealand life revolves around it’s incredibly beautiful landscape, with huge 
mountain ranges, fertile plains, hot springs, lakes, fjords, and miles of spectacular 
coastline, all created by the ongoing collision between the Pacific plate and the Indo-
Australian plate.  In fact, New Zealand is one of the most volcanically active places in 
the world.  It’s also the extreme sports capital of the world, where bungee jumping was 
invented, and there is no shortage of thrills.  Sky-diving, whitewater rafting, blackwater 
tubing (through a pitch black cave), bungee jumping, zip lining and… zorbing (Google 

New Zealand

BY TERESA WILDS

Australia Has Its 
Own Down Unda’
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On the Coast of New Zealand

Milford Sound

The Waipehi River
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Huka Lodge 
Bathroom

Room at Huka Lodge
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it) are but a few of the items on the menu for the more 
adventurous-minded vacationer.  

Of course there is an equal menu for the more laid-back 
traveler.  The wine country, sightseeing the mountains and 
fjords, culinary tours (lamb is a must-try), the hot springs of 
Rotorua, a ferryboat ride across the bright blue lake Wakatipu 
in Queenstown, even a Lord of the Rings Tour.  In addition 
to all of the aforementioned activities, New Zealand boasts 
the best fly fishing in the world.  World Class rainbow trout 
abound throughout the many lakes and rivers of both the 
North & South Islands.  Huka Lodge at Lake Taupo on the 
North Island is consistently rated one of the top hotels in the 
world.  Tourists who travel to New Zealand for the fishing 
know to go to Lake Taupo.  It might take a little additional 
preparation to pay for one of the top hotels in the world, but 
it is definitely worth every penny.

The possibilities are endless, and New Zealanders are 
some of the friendliest and most welcoming people.  It is 
recommended that travelers plan to spend at least two weeks 
– a week on each island – and be adventurous.  Take part in 
the activities without traditional inhibitions, talk to the locals, 

The Spiral Walkway down into Raikura Cave

View from the porch at Huka Lodge
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experience life in grand style

RELAX IN STYLE IN ONE OF OUR 225 SLEEK GUEST ROOMS & ROTUNDA SUITES, FEATURING LUXURIOUS HILTON SERENITY® BEDDING.
PLAY IN STYLE IN OUR STATE-OF-THE-ART POOL & HEALTH CLUB.  •  WORK IN STYLE IN ONE OF OUR HIGH-TECH, DISTINCTIVE BOARDROOM SUITES.

ENTERTAIN IN STYLE AT A FABULOUS, FLAWLESS EVENT HOSTED IN ONE OF OUR FOUR ELEGANT GRAND BALLROOMS. 
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he is known as the Grande Dame of Oklahoma City. 
She is known for being the “hostess with the mostest,” 
entertaining presidents, oil barons, dignitaries, political 

leaders and movie stars. She has witnessed Oklahoma City at 
its best and at its worst. She has stood the test of time and 
represents the history of a great city. And she is celebrating 
her 100th birthday. She is the Skirvin Hilton hotel in downtown 
Oklahoma City.

BY PAULA LOVE

Skirvin Hotel Celebrates 100 Years

A Proud Testimony to the History and Future of 
Oklahoma City

s The Skirvin Hotel first opened its doors in 1911 with two, 
10-story towers and 224 guest rooms. The history of the Skirvin 
begins with the story of one man, William “Bill” Skirvin. Skirvin 
traveled west and staked out his holdings in the Run of 1889. 
In 1906, the Skirvin family, including daughter Perle, who later 
would become Perle Mesta the famed Washington hostess and 
the inspiration for the Broadway hit Call Me Madam, relocated 
to Oklahoma City.
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Bill Skirvin took great pride in his “hobby” and was often 
found in the hotel lobby, personally greeting guests. He also 
welcomed both Republicans and Democrats, making the 
hotel a center of political activity during Oklahoma’s early 
years of statehood. The Skirvin was designed to be self-
sufficient, with its own gas pipeline and electric plant.

In May of 1945, only weeks after Germany’s surrender, 
the hotel and tower were sold for a reported $3 million to 
Dan W. James, owner of the Black Hotel, another of the 
City’s six luxury hotels. When he assumed control of the 
Skirvin properties he faced a formidable task, as high traffic, 
scarce replacement materials, and absent employees had 
taken a heavy toll during the war. To resurrect the quality 
and elegance of the Skirvin, James embarked on a 10-year 
modernization program. He installed air conditioning for the 
entire building; he added a drive-in registry, and a parking 
garage to the north side. 

The reign of James is widely known as “The Glory Years.” 
Over the 18 years that he operated the Skirvin, many 
celebrities and political leaders stayed at the hotel and every 
social event in town was held at the Skirvin.

Article in the Daily Oklahoman from 1911Article in the Daily Oklahoman from 1911
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“All the memorable people who came to Oklahoma City, 
that’s where they stayed,” said Dannie Bea Hightower, 
James’ daughter. “It seemed like you were always going 
there, either for balls, big weddings, or big parties.”

Through the next few decades, the hotel went through many 
ups and downs with various owners and eventually closed in 
1988. A strategic decision by the Oklahoma City Council to 
purchase the Skirvin for $2.8 million saved the “Grand Old 
Dowager.” In 2007 the Skirvin Partners LLC, Marcus Hotels and 
Resorts, and Hilton, after $55 million in renovations, reopened 
the historic landmark to all her previous grandeur.

All groups involved worked laboriously with the preservation 
architects to ensure the downtown Oklahoma City landmark 
was restored as closely as possible to its original design and 
structure. From chandeliers, parkay flooring and mosaic tiles, 
to crown molding, windows and wood paneling, the team 
meticulously renovated the hotel. True to the legacy of its 
founder, W. B. Skirvin, the hotel once again stands as a proud 
testament to the history – and future – of Oklahoma City.

Currently, the Skirvin is celebrating its 100th Anniversary. 
A full week of festivities and events, open to the public, are 
planned from Sunday, October 16 to Friday, October 21, 2011. 
The celebration kicks off Sunday, October 16th and continues 
all week with exciting events planned daily. The grand finale 
of the celebration is the Centennial Black-Tie Gala (sold 
out) Friday, October 21. Beneficiaries of the evening are The 
Homeless Alliance and The Foundation for Oklahoma City 
Public Schools. To date, the event has raised over $130,000 
dollars for these charities. 

For more information on the Skirvin Centennial events, go to 
www.SkirvinCentennial.com or call 405-272-3040. 

The Skirvin Hilton is located in downtown Oklahoma City at  
One Park Avenue, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 73102.
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DONALD W. REYNOLDS VISUAL ARTS CENTER
415 Couch Drive  | Oklahoma City, OK
(405) 236-3100 | okcmoa.com

September 8 - December 31, 2011

Michael Eastman (American, b. 1947) . 
Portrait, Havana. 2010. Digital C-Print. 90 x 72 in.
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BY M. J. VAN DEVENTER

Cowboy Artists of America

Artists return to their roots at the 
National Cowboy Museum

Fred Fellows 
We Pointed Them North  

26” x 56” – Oil

c all it a coup or a wish come true, but the National 
Cowboy Museum achieved a significant milestone 
when its president and board of directors brought 

the Cowboy Artists of America under the canopy of the 
Museum’s extensive art exhibition program.

Actually, the museum tenderly roped the CAA back to 
its roots. 

The organization, comprised of 22 leading western artists 
and numerous emeritus artists from around the country, was 
founded in 1965 and began its annual exhibition at the NCM 
in 1966. 

For some art patrons, the CAA’s beginnings might seem 
suspect. The CAA was organized in 1965 over beer and 
whiskey at the Oak Creek Tavern in Sedona, Arizona by four 



30 ionOklahoma OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2011

CULTURE

Below: Paul Moore 
Memories of Days Gone By 
15” H x 11” W x 8” D – Bronze

Tom Ryan 
Flat Top Country
21” x 28 1/2” Framed – Pastel Drawing

Western artists ~ Joe Beeler, Charlie Dye, John Hampton and 
George Phippen, all Arizona artists, now deceased. 

Joe Beeler, a great artist with a feisty spirit, was the catalyst. 
He told Dean Krakel, then the NCM executive director, about this 
new cowboy artists organization. Krakel was intrigued. 

The CAA was taken into the museum’s camp and that 
relationship lasted five years, ending when the CAA artists were 
determined to be in control of their artistic destiny. 

For the next 37 years, the CAA presented their annual art 
shows at the Phoenix Museum of Art. Eventually, that Arizona 
museum’s expectations of subject matter for the cowboy artists’ 
work were not in line with the CAA’s art tradition.

“It was an unraveling situation,” according to Charles P. 
Schroeder, the president of the National Cowboy & Western 
Heritage Museum. 

Almost as soon as Schroeder stepped into the saddle as the 
head of the NCM, almost a decade ago, he wanted to bring the 
CAA ‘home.’ “Many of the CAA members are friends of mine and 
in closer conversation with them, they found excitement in the 
idea of coming back to the National Cowboy Museum.”
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Left: Ron Riddick
Windward Home 
48” x 56” – Oil On Stretched Linen

Above: Loren Entz 
Bill Allison, Saddle Maker, Bill Allison, Saddle Maker, 

Roundup, Montana
30” x 30” – Oil On Linen

John Coleman  
The Spirit Chaser  
28” H x 15” W x 19” D
Bronze

In late January of 2011, the CAA president, Tim Cox, 
discussed with Schroeder the possibility of coming back under 
the museum’s umbrella. “It was such a soulful connection,” 
Schroeder recalled. “It was not just another venue for the 
CAA. But the people, places and western themes these 
artists paint and sculpt are symbolic with all the National 
Cowboy Museum represents.”

Talking with Cox, Schroeder said, “We went from good 
feelings to a good deal.” The Phoenix Art Museum was 
amicable to the idea of moving the CAA show to the NCM. 
“We took the big leap. It was not an insignificant decision.”

The CAA show will open October 14-15 and will be 
presented in conjunction with the Traditional Cowboy Arts 
Association annual exhibition. The CAA show will be on view 
through November 27. The TCAA exhibition hangs through 
January 8, 2012.

For the NCM, this is definitely a compatible marriage of 
art expertise and talents. Schroeder said, “The TCAA artists 
are showing a real sense of excitement about this. It has long 
been their ambition to have their work considered as fine art. 
To have their exquisite work hanging beside the CAA  art is a 
perfect stage for both organizations.”

on
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BY M. J. VAN DEVENTER

Ghost Ranch:  
A Sense of Place

Exhibit Focuses on Historic Ranch

Craig Varjabedin’s Photographs Focus  

on the Mystique and Majesty of New Mexico Ranch
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o many people who have been 
there, Ghost Ranch in northern 
New Mexico is best known 

as the legendary home of the late 20th-
century artist, Georgia O’Keeffe.

But this mystic, powerful setting is 
so much more than the home of an 
icon to Craig Varjabedian, a Swedish 
photographer who was lured from his 
native Canada and later, the East Coast, 
by the awesome magic and mystery of 
this vast New Mexico landscape. 

Varjabedian’s career began at the 
age of five, on a summer day, when he 
held a Kodak Duaflex given to him by his 
father. He pointed that camera toward 
a glacier towering over a mountain lake 
in Canada’s Banff National Park. He was 
mesmerized by the experience.

At 13, he pursued this fascination in 
earnest. By this time, his family lived in 
Bloomfield Hills, a Detroit suburb. He 
mowed lawns that summer to buy a 
Yashica twin-lens reflex camera. Walking 
home one day after a photo shoot for 
his high school paper, he walked by a 
gallery that featured stunning images of 
mountains, desert vistas and waterfalls. 
He walked inside and met the artist ~ 
Ansel Adams, to whom he is now  
often compared. 

From Varjabedian’s first encounter 
in 1985 with Ghost Ranch, he knew 
he would give much of his career to 
photographing this historic place. But it 
took 10 years for that to happen ~ 10 
years before his photographs became so 
much more than ‘pretty pictures.’ 

“One day, when I took the photograph 
of Cerro Pedernal No. 2, I knew 
something had changed. The switch was 
on and the work came fast and furious 

art

t for seven years a Ghost Ranch.” Those 
photographs are now on display at the 
National Cowboy Museum through  
Janury 8, 2012.

One of the most popular photographs 
in this exhibit is his portrayal of Chimney 
Rock, a landmark formation that rises 
like a sentinel in the midst of the 21,000-
acre, 32-mile spread that now houses 
O’Keeffe’s home as part of the Ghost 
Ranch Conference and Retreat Center. 

With the Cerro Pedernal photo, 
Varjabedian knew intuitively, he must 
photograph this awesome place. For five 
years, he lived in Abiqui, commuting 
the 13 miles daily to Ghost Ranch, 
communing with nature, waiting ~ 
always waiting ~ for the myriad elements 
of landscape ~ earth, rocks and sky~ to 
meld so he could create these exceptional 
black and white images. Sixty of those 
potent, emotionally-moving photographs 
comprise this exhibit.

The exhibit is titled Ghost Ranch and 
the Faraway Nearby, which borrows a 
phrase O’Keeffe often used in connection 
with her spiritual feelings of the ranch ~ 
her feeling that land and sky that looked 
so far away, yet could be so near.

“I was overwhelmed by the color of 
the land, the space, the sky,” Varjabedian 
said in an interview at the Museum, prior 
to the opening of his exhibit September 
23. The landscape features distinctive 
sandstone cliffs, with bands of red, russet 
and flame fading to peach, yellow and 
lavender. He borrows a phrase from Cathy 
Wright, who curated this exhibit for the 
Albuquerque Museum of Art and History, 
“Looking over the valley, Ghost Ranch is 
so incredibly beautiful,” he quotes. 
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of lessons to teach me. I had to learn 
patience ~ to wait for the perfect moment 
to photograph. But Ghost Ranch helped 
me become a much better photographer.” 

Although he has moved on to other 
New Mexico projects, he became 
intimately familiar with the Ghost Ranch 
terrain. Adobe buildings dot the Ghost 
Ranch grounds. Massive red cliffs add 
their distinct personality to the setting. 
Creek bottoms feature thickets of scrub 
oak and cottonwood. 

Fields of porous boulders lie clustered 
to the West. Far to the south and east, 
undulating badlands pock marked 
by scattered pinon and cholla reach 
around the slowly decaying ruins of 
homesteads, corrals and other relics of 
human presence. 

Never, on any day, did Varjabedian 
lack for inspiring subject matter at 
Ghost Ranch. The journey for this 
exhibition ~ the daily time spent 
absorbing the many moods of the 
landscape ~ has changed him, he says, 
“in the very deepest sense.”

He describes Ghost Ranch as a 
place of sojourns, from the days when 
dinosaurs roamed this special land to 
the Native American tribes that passed 
through on hunting expeditions, then 
colonial Spanish ranchers and cattle 
rustlers, who were eventually replaced 
by cowboys, environmentalists and 
since 1955, the Presbyterian Church’s 
conference and retreat center. 

Marin Sardy, writing in a book by 
the same title as the exhibition, notes, 

When he started photographing these 
vast spaces, he recalls, “the photographs 
were just descriptions. But when I climbed 
Chimney Rock, took a photo and released 
the shutter, I saw I got it ~ the magic ~ I 
felt like I had finally come home.”

As Varjabedian began his love affair 
with New Mexico, and especially Ghost 
Ranch, he had the perfect guide for 
his initiation into understanding the 
complexities of this landscape. He became 
friends with Michael Wallis, a well-known 
Tulsa author and Pulitzer Prize nominee, 
who has written extensively about the 
West. “Michael taught me everything I 
know about the West,” Varjabedian says.

In those seven years of giving his 
professional life to Ghost Ranch, 
Varjabedian says, “The ranch had a lot 

CULTURE
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“Ghost Ranch seems to have always 
been a place of sojourns ~ a place of 
transition and transformation, where 
visitors rarely stay long but invariably 
leave somehow changed.”

While the allure of Ghost Ranch 
and those seven years left an indelible 
memory on Varjabedian, he knew with 
his last photograph taken there, he had 
finally captured the evanescent light and 
sweeping forms of this fabled ranch, At 
the end of the seven years, he says, “It 
shut off. All of a sudden, the pictures 
just weren’t there anymore. And I knew I 
was done.” 

Varjabedia moved on. His sojourn at 
Ghost Ranch was over. He still has fond 

art

memories of the Pedernal and the 
Juniper tree, which O’Keeffe planted in 
the 1940s and where she often painted 
because she liked to paint under a 
shade tree. 

He had the pleasure of meeting 
Georgia O’Keeffe in 1982 at the New 
Mexico Museum of Fine Arts in Santa 
Fe. “She was the grand dame of 
American art. She had a kind of grace 
and class as I watched her that day. I 
admired her. She typified Frank Sinatra’s 
song, My Way.

He says, “The thing that called 
her to Ghost Ranch called me. You 
look across the valleys and you 
understand why O’Keeffe needed to 

be there. It’s so powerful. She found 
something there larger than herself. 
Her work was apocryphal.”

In 1995, Varjabedian wrote and 
illustrated with his photographs, En 
Divina Luz: The Penitente Moradas of 
New Mexico. In 2007, the University of 
New Mexico Press published his Four 
and Twenty Photographs: Stories from 
Behind the Lens. He has been honored 
with a Wrangler Award by the National 
Cowboy Museum.

For 35 years, Varjabedian has been 
photographing landscapes ~ a quarter of 
century of those photos in New Mexico. 
Early  in his New Mexico experience 
he worked with noted Santa Fe 
photographer Paul Caponigro, also noted 
for black and white landscapes.

Once he moved to New Mexico, after 
receiving a Master of Fine Arts Degree 
Degree from the Rochester N Y. Institute 
of Technology, he says, “I was never 
pining to go home to Canada again.”

Touring his current Cowboy Museum 
exhibit and sharing his thoughts about 
many of his photos, he says wistfully, 
“In fact a little piece of me wants to be 
‘home’ ~ New Mexico ~ right now.”

WRITER’S BIO:  
M.J. Van Deventer was the 

publications director of the National 
Cowboy Museum and the editor 
of Persimmon Hill magazine for 
18 years. She continues to love 

western art and artifacts, which fill 
her home. Among her 12 published 

books are two with western themes, 
Western Design and Native American 

Style, both co-authored with 
Yale University Ph. D graduate in 

architectural history. 

on



36 

on CULTURE

Marvin Hamlish:
CELEBRATES THE GENIUS OF GEORGE GERSHWIN AT THE ARMSTRONG AUDITORIUM
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events
BY CLIF WARRENo n September 8th, a pleasantly temperate evening 

presaging Fall, Marvin Hamlisch, owner of several 
Oscars, Tonys and Emmys, one of only thirteen such 

artists internationally, inaugurated the season’s fine arts series 
at Armstrong Auditorium with an all Gershwin concert that left 
his audience cheering for encores.

Having arrived for a two day stay to allow for a rehearsal 
with the Oklahoma City Philharmonic Orchestra and aided by 
the flawless Interlochen-trained pianist Kevin Cole, deemed by 
the Gershwin heirs to be the closest interpreter of Gershwin’s 
own performance style, Hamlisch and his fellow artists left 
a treasured imprint on the Oklahomans who came to the 
Armstrong College campus to hear them.

The quick wit of Hamlisch, his years of association with 
some of the greatest musical stars of his era, along with 
his expertise as a pianist quickly engaged his audience in 
interactive byplay, especially among the young concertgoers, 
and that brought a warm feeling and special intimacy into the 
compact, acoustically perfect auditorium.

Although Hamlisch appears formal and somewhat staid in 
official portraits, in person he exudes in the moment energy 
and a fine gift for cheery yet informative repartee. His program 
for the evening was obviously chosen to present an engaging, 
enjoyable, and memorable overview of not only Gershwin’s 
attainments overall, as well as the composer’s own received 
cultural influences along with his remaining seminal ones. 
“The Gershwin Project” accomplished all its goals as the 
evening proceeded.

“Selections From Porgy and Bess,” Gershwin’s controversial 
black folk opera, called ‘racist’ during Civil Rights times and 
only redeemed and accepted in 1976 after being performed 
at the Houston Grand Opera, quickly recalled Gershwin at his 
most exotic, under the lush spell of the South—Charleston, 
in particular—as the violins set the mood and the swirling 
woodwind accompaniment carried on with the melody.

Soon rhythmic horns, varied instrumental trills, and a 
syncopated beat enhanced the score, giving full vent to 
Gershwin’s Harlem connections in New York City, where 
he was reared during the full force of ragtime amid the 

paramount black composers of the day, who introduced not only 
ragtime but also jazz and blues into the urban music scene.

While composing the score for “Porgy and Bess,” Gershwin 
was reported to have sojourned on the outer islands of South 
Carolina, where the slaves’ Gullah dialect was spoken, and where 
the musical cadence of the words wove their spell during the 
composition of “Porgy and Bess.

When the overture ended with a tympani flourish, the orchestra 
smoothly wove into the compelling melody of “Bess, You Is My 
Woman,” that soulful declaration that tears at the emotions with 
its intense mellowness: Gershwin at his most earthy.

A grand announcement of trumpets, and the audience was led 
into the soaring and triumphant freedom of “I’m On My Way” 
with its brisk syncopation and repeated celebratory theme.

Then Hamlisch delighted his audience by bantering with 
the small children, who “have no idea who I am.” He quickly 
remedied that notion by seating himself at the grand piano and 
bouncing out “Swanee,” the song that Gershwin wrote for that 
famous minstrel in black face, Al Jolson. The tune made both men 
abundantly rich by affecting all ages with its stride piano bass, 
lilting chorus, and a piano roll heritage declaring full chords.

A change of mood occurred with the lovely rendition of 
“Prelude No. 2,” suggesting Gershwin’s early classical training 
when he commandeered the family piano bought for his brother 
Ira, the lyricist, and discovered his own future occupation.
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The concluding selection of Part I on the program brought 
forth the universally loved “Rhapsody In Blue.” For this, 
Hamlisch recalled the story of the well known ‘20s bandleader 
Paul Whiteman who met Gershwin on the street and famously 
said, “I’m bringing the blues into Carnegie,” and asked 
Gershwin to write a new composition to be featured: Hence 
the root of the rhapsody so quintessentially American.

Featured pianist Kevin Cole, a large man who resembles 
the actor Red Buttons, has done “tons of research” on the 
“Rhapsody” recordings. He took over the keyboard as the 
horns began their famous bluesy intro, followed by trilling 
woodwinds, and huge brass power. Cole elicited the rapid 
keyboard runs, crossing his hands at a frenetic pace, and 
bringing to bear heavy emphases and huge, syncopated 
sounds, coalescing in a magnificent surge: Dissonance made 
pleasurable amid full orchestral accompaniment—still amazing 
no matter how many times one hears it.

Right before Intermission, Hamlisch and Cole interjected 
a surprise selection, a brilliant dueling piano version of 
Gershwin’s zippy, pentatonic hit, “Fascinating Rhythm,” which 
greatly pleased the audience.

After Intermission, a tribute to “Gershwin In Hollywood” 
recalled seven of the composer’s top film hits – all quite varied in 
tempo and technique – ranging from a torchy “The Man I Love” 
to the quietly defiant “They Can’t Take That Away From Me.”

Lovely Paula Malone’s pure soprano gave full credence to 
one of the Gershwin brothers’ most beautiful collaborations, 
“Someone To Watch Over Me,” which followed the typical 
“Tin Pan Alley” formula, consisting of a narrative lead in verse 
before a launch into the specific storyline and chorus.

Hamlisch followed that ballad with his sophisticated and 
haunting piano version of the ever-popular “Embraceable You” 
to abundant applause.

“The Overture To ‘Girl Crazy’” falls in line with the usual 
song types that Gershwin composed over the years for various 
editions of “Ziegfeld Follies” and “George White’s Scandals,” 
with the exception that this score on which he and Ira 
collaborated presents a full storyline: A “girl crazy” young man 
is sent by his rich father to Arizona to “get over it.”

The bright, brisk and charming overture included short 
versions of hits like “But Not For Me,” and “I Got Rhythm.” In 
this short, teasing rendition, the Oklahoma City Philharmonic 
performed beautifully, and Hamlisch lavishly praised them, as 
well as their conductor, Joel Levine.

The closing piece de resistance, “An American in Paris,” 
evoked the Gene Kelly-Leslie Caron film and the exuberant 
score that elevated Parisian street traffic into the realm of high 
Modernism in music. Taxicab horns honk; the clickety-clacks 
of slower vehicles echo; jazzy transports enter, as well as tuba 
beats, and plucked violin strings. Fresh, vigorous, and brash 
rushed beats increase, and huge crescendos resound, as our 
great American composer brings Paris home to all.

“An American in Paris” brought a sensational closing 
reprise to a program that will be difficult to surpass, and it 
sealed Hamlisch’s homage to Gershwin with a spontaneous 
outpouring of cheers and with concertgoers rushing out to 
purchase tickets for the next presentation of the Armstrong 
International Cultural Foundation.

eventsCULTURE
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Armstrong      Auditorium
C O N C E R T – G O I N G  A S  I T ’ S  M E A N T  T O  B E
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BY MITCHELL BURNS

onREVIEWS

music

Maroon 5

n September 22, after days of anticipated rain, 
the skies cleared as eight-time Grammy Award 
winning artist Maroon 5, accompanied by Train 

and singer/songwriter Matt Nathanson, provided one of the 
most entertaining and satisfying concerts of the summer in 
Oklahoma City’s Zoo Amphitheater.  The concert proved to be 
enjoyable for all ages as the headlining entertainers brought 
their A-game to the venue where thousands of people, ranging 
from ages 15 to 50, enjoyed a fantastic performance. The 

o talented artists created one of the most diverse and appealing 
lineups that have ever hit the Amphitheater stage.

The opening act, Nathanson, began his performance with 
Mercy from his most recent album Modern Love. As the last 
few people began shuffling in, he put on a remake of famous 
song Dog Days Are Over, by Florence + The Machine. He 
followed the remake by his famous song, from the American 
Wedding movie soundtrack, Laid. He won the crowd with his 
closing performance of Faster.

Anything but ‘Misery’ at Zoo Amphitheater
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Raj Ghat, Varanasi

Around 7:30, when night began to fall, Train amazed the 
crowd with their spectacular performance of their hit song, 
Parachute, from the Save Me, San Francisco album. They 
quickly transitioned into their hit single If It’s Love. What 
really took the crowd was when lead singer of Train, Patrick 
Monahan, brought 30 women on stage to dance with him. 
After, he walked amongst the people singing crowd favorite 
Marry Me then immediately returned to the stage and said 
goodnight. However, after 30 seconds of the crowd chanting 
“encore”, Train returned and played Drops Of Jupiter, Hey Soul 
Sister, and an outstanding remake of Aerosmith’s famous song 
Dream On.

By 9:30, everyone in the crowd was filled with excitement 
as the lights once again dimmed and Maroon 5 took the 
stage, leading off by performing their newest hit single Moves 
Like Jagger. Everyone in the stadium was dancing as Maroon 
5 continued with many of their other famous hits from their 
first album such as: Harder To Breathe, Sunday Morning, The 

Sun, This Love, and of course She Will Be Loved. They also 
played songs from their most recent album including: Misery, 
Never Gonna Leave This Bed, Stutter, Hands All Over, and 
How. Maroon 5 created a fun and carefree atmosphere for 
all audience members. During an hour and a half of Maroon 
5’s outstanding performance, there wasn’t a still foot in the 
crowd. Lead singer Adam Levine displayed his captivating 
charisma as well as his signature voice and won the crowd in 
a matter of seconds. Lead guitarist James Valentine was able 
to add in his own guitar solo in a number of songs. Valentine’s 
extraordinary skills as a guitarist “hyped up” the audience and 
left them on their  feet jumping up and down with excitement. 

People of all ages walked away stunned and astonished by 
the spectacular performance given by Maroon 5 and Train, as 
well as Matt Nathanson.  Everything, from lights to wardrobe 
changes, seemed to integrate perfectly with each other and 
helped to create one of the most memorable performances the 
OKC Zoo Amphitheater has ever seen.  

on



42 42 ionOklahoma OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2011

on STYLE

Caped Crusaders

Red hooded cape from Lucca. Model is 
Kylie A., Flash Models International.
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ome trends demand a bold 
statement, so here goes: 

Capes are the superheroes of your 
wardrobe this season.

If images of Superman and Batman, 
Zorro and Sherlock Holmes come to mind, 
kick those visions to the curb. Capes don’t 
have to be costumey to save the day -- or 
the night. Wear one in a flattering cut 
and you will not be mistaken for a comic 
book hero, a super sleuth, or a masked 
do-gooder.

Capes do hold a bit of power, though.
They team perfectly with skinny pants 

and jeans, pencil skirts, and shift and 
cocktail dresses. Depending on the fabric, 
capes can provide warmth from winter’s 
harsh elements or act as a lightweight, 
hassle-free cover that can be worn all day.

Rachel Zoe, celebrity stylist, fashion 
designer and reality star, includes a cape 
on her must-have list for fall. “I’m really 
into the cape. A belted cape so you don’t 
get lost in it, and you don’t fly away,” 
she said.

BY LINDA MILLER

fashionfashion

s

Below: 
Dino Gaspari black mink woven cape, Jil Sander black skinny pants and  
Wolford eggplant stretch turtleneck from Balliets at Classen Curve.
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Another fan is Meghan Spears, co-
owner of Consortium in Casady Square.

“I think capes make a lot of sense 
for the city, for the Midwest in general, 
because we drive everywhere,” she said. 
“We don’t need an oversized parka 
because we drive.”

Part of the appeal of a cape is that it’s 
easy to wear, she said. Many styles are as 
comfortable as a sweater.

“A cape is a nice change of pace,” 
Spears said.

Fashion insiders call capes versatile 
and stylish, a fresh and contemporary 
alternative to the expected blazers, 
cardigans and coats. Capes also add a 
simple flair, a complement to this season’s 
ladylike chic and polished looks.

And, oh, how the styles tempt, from 
casual to glammed out with details such 
as zippers, buttons, fringe and self-
belts. Fabrics include fur (real and faux), 
cashmere, sweater knits, leather and 
wool. Some styles are cropped; others 
almost sweep the floor. If a cape feels too 
boxy or overwhelming, opt for one with 
a belt or one that can belted. Some styles 
also are cut closer to the body.

Since a cape makes its own statement, 
keep what’s underneath simple and 
carry a structured bag to balance out the 
unstructured top.

Spears also likes the look of a dressy 
cape with a cocktail dress. Remember 
that when the holidays roll around and 
you need a light wrap and a dramatic 
entrance. And because a cape isn’t form-
fitting, no need for the length to match 
the hemline of the dress, she said.

So, who’s going to be a caped crusader?

on

Left:
Moschino sweeping 
blue cape with 
black tulle accent 
and Moschino 
Cheap & Chic 
riding pant with 
zipper detail from 
Consortium, 
Casady Square.
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fashion
Left: 
Southwest print long 
cape with dramatic 
sleeves from Lucca.

Right:
Luii charcoal waisted 

cape with silver buttons, 
Isda & Co. leggings, 

Portolano leather gloves 
and Claudia Nichole 
cashmere scarf from 

Ruth Meyers,  
Nichols Hills Plaza.

Above:
Taupe crop cape in faux 
fur from Lucca.
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BY NOSEY PARKER

STYLE shopping

Game Day Fashion

What the Well-Dressed Will Be Wearing 
Let’s face it, Game Day Fashion is a challenge. Chances are, 

you have been, or will be, in a position where you’re going to be 
watching the big game and you don’t know what to wear. Even if 
you are just going out for drinks at the local sports bar to watch 
the game, picking the right outfit for a sporting event can be 
intimidating.

When Saturday hits, packed stadiums at colleges around the 
country will be roaring with the vivacious cheers of loyal fans. 
That’s right… Football season is officially upon us. For stylish Nosey 
Parkers, football Saturdays prompt another question besides “Where 
to tailgate?” and “Will the team win?” -- “What should I wear?”

That being said, Are you ready for some football? Never fear, 
there are several good reasons to either go to the game or turn on 
the TV and scream at it for three hours:

Here we go:
1. NFL players are proven great ballroom dancers. One won the 

competition on Dancing with the Stars and one placed!
2. The players wear skintight pants. You can see every nook & cranny 

and clear to Christmas!
3. There are players called Tight Ends. I have no idea what they do, 

but, they look great -- especially when they’re running AWAY 
from the camera.

4. You can check out the competition. The infamous Dallas Cowboy 
Cheerleaders for one. And, if you’re watching them, especially 
sitting with your man, it prevents him from salivating.

5. There is nothing on TV on Monday nights from November - 
January anyway. Once the November sweeps are over and your 
fave shows go on hiatus, you might as well fill the void with some 
hot athletes.

6. Black Friday Bonus. The Dallas Cowboys play every year on 
Thanksgiving. So, your man will never notice that you left at 4a, 
returned at 4p and spent his limit on his credit card.

7. These players are great with their big hands.
8. Serious eye candy on that field.
9. Three hours goes by very quickly.

So, kick off the football season in style with our 
Tips for What to Wear to the Big Game

Pre-game Beauty Tips:
1. Pick makeup that will stay with you all day. For me, that means 

a moisturizer with SPF and lip and cheek stains. Stains are key, 

since powders and creams don’t tend to stand up well to sweat/
wind/rain. For your face, I like to use  Signature Skin Care’s Four 
in One by Jane Iredale, unsurpassed coverage and foundation, 
powder and concealer all in one.  This concentrated pigment also 
gives high sunscreen protection without the need for synthetic 
ingredients. For lips, try  Liptini Lip Liquer Lip and Cheek Stain 
from The Makeup Bar.
For eyes, curl your eyelashes and go with a few layers of 
SuperWear Mascara from Sooo Lilly, a lavish rich, luminous color 
that won’t flake, clump or smudge. This conditioning, 24-hour 
extended wear innovation separates lashes from root to tip for a 
long-on-lash effect  --- it’s stylish and gorgeous.

2. Paint your nails in high-gloss nail color like OPI for OSU or OPI 
Red for OU. I love  Polished Nails in Yukon. Tell them Nosey 
Parker sent you or better yet, show them your Nosey Parker 
Phone App (noseyparkerokc.com) and receive a free polish of 
your choice.

3. Never sacrifice the glamour factor. Let the guys be casual, glam it 
up if you like, wear sequins in the sun. You’ve got to honor your 
team by dressing like it’s a red carpet affair, so go for it, make 
a statement, and look your most gorgeous for the boys on the 
field.

4. Take a cue from your favorite celebs: Fergie recently wore a 
Naeem Khan gown for a sporty excursion. Not for a premiere, or 
the Grammys, but to sit front row courtside at a Lakers’ game. 
She’s showing the boys they’re just as important as Grammy 
night.  Now, Nosey Parker doesn’t recommend wearing anything 
as fancy as Fergie’s dress, but there are alternatives.

5. For those of you who love jerseys, listen up: only wear them 
in front of the TV, not to the game, so go shopping for slim fit 
brights in team colors, and layer them against the cold. I love the 
bright colored cashmere sweaters in the stores this year. If you’re 
outside in the chillier temperatures, wear a pair of Ugg boots. 
You’ll look fantastic and you’ll feel toasty.

6. Just in case you have party plans after the game:
As you know, football game days sometimes tend to go from 
day to night, posing a major fashion crisis. You need the perfect 
day to night outfit for the day. Black skinny jeans are definitely 
the way to go if you need a look to last through the hours. Pair 
it with an animal print top and a red and black floral sweater, a 
pair of ultra-fabulous wedges to complete your look, and, a great 
bag to pull it all together.

7. Whatever you do, above all, avoid the full body paint. Nosey 
Parker encourages flashes of team colors in make up or polish, 
but I am adamant on this point. Please, don’t embarrass me. 
Now go, have fun and Go Team!

Comments? Follow and chat with Nosey Parker on Facebook at 
http://facebook.com/NoseyParkerMetroOKC or Twitter at http://
twitter.com/NoseyParkerOKC.
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4415 N. Western Ave.
Monday - Friday 10AM - 6PM

Saturday 10AM - 4PM

www.HeirloomShoe.com
405-605-0356
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CULTURE

ROBERT MILLS:
TALKS ABOUT OKC BALLET’S 40TH SEASON

on
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performing arts

BY NANCY CONDIT

Oklahoma City Ballet  
opens its 40th season with the  
classic comic ballet Coppelia  
October 22-23, at the Civic Center  
Music Hall, with a season that includes 
classic and contemporary ballet pieces,  
as well as evening long ballets and an 
evening of shorter pieces, including The 
Firebird. Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
dancers Yvonne Chouteau and Miguel 
Terekhov founded the company that 
traces its beginnings back to 1963 at 
the Science and Arts Foundation on the 
Oklahoma City Fairgrounds. Today it is the 
dance company in residence of the Civic 
Center Music Hall.
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Before the season’s beginning, ion Oklahoma interviewed 
Artistic Director Robert Mills by email. 

Q. As artistic director of the Oklahoma City Ballet, in what 
direction do you see ballet going nationally, and how does this 
apply to the OKC Ballet?

Mills: We live in a rapidly changing time where people have 
instant access to information and entertainment without even 
leaving their homes.  I feel that our responsibility is to make 
sure that ballet stays current and relevant to the 21st century.

In America, companies, including OKC Ballet, have embraced 
new and different ways to market themselves, including web 
based social media and even street teams or flash mobs.

Q. Is ballet following the classics’ original choreography, is 
it adding some new choreography to them, or are most pieces 
produced in house?

Mills: In general, I feel that most companies are doing a good 
job making sure ballet has an audience in today’s market and at 
the same time the integrity of the classic works remains. Ballet 
companies in America have looked to new stories that can be 
made into full length works.  Most often they are 20th century 
stories that are more relatable to today. In terms of restaging 
classics, companies have differed greatly.  Some have chosen to 
restage the works as close to how they were originally intended 
to be viewed and others have chosen to completely re-think the 
works and find interesting ways to incorporate mixed media into 
their works. In general, I feel that most companies are doing a 
good job making sure ballet has an audience in today’s market 
and at the same time the integrity of the classic works remains.  

My philosophy at Oklahoma City Ballet is to stage the classic 
works as close to their original intent as possible but market 
them in a more modern way (i.e. engaging creative commercials 
and the use of social media).

CULTURE

I have chosen to make ballet relatable to today’s audience 
by creating new full length works from more modern stories 
like The Wizard of Oz and The Phantom of the Opera.  We 
have embraced a more contemporary movement aesthetic 
by commissioning working choreographers from around the 
country to set world premieres on our dancers.

The direction of ballet in America is exciting.  Dancers need 
to be more versatile than ever before.  Companies are dancing 
a dramatically diverse repertoire and I only see this continuing, 
Mills concluded.

Mills called Coppelia or The Girl with the Enamel Eyes a 
“joyous, comedic ballet” for all ages. It is based on two stories 
by E.T.A. Hoffmann, author of the story of The Nutcracker, with 
music by Leo Delibes.  The choreography is by Arthur Saint-
Leon with additional choreography by Mills and Ballet Master 
Jacob Sparso.  First performed in 1870, it is regarded as the 
last great romantic ballet. 

Rounding out the season are the annual festive “The 
Nutcracker” with the Oklahoma City Philharmonic on 
December 9th through the 18th, “The Firebird,” in a new 
choreography by Mills, with a world premiere by Alan Hineline 
(“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”), and Mills’ “In Between 
Dreams” on February 11-12.  Closing the season is OKC Ballet’s 
Ballet Master Jacob Sparso’s “The Wizard of Oz,” with the 
Oklahoma City Philharmonic playing the original score by 
Kermit Poling.  It runs April 20th through the 22nd.

For more information visit the website  
www.okcballet.com  
or call 843-9898.
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Remembering A Legend
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Elvan George

Artistic rendition of George….from Jim Thorpe Association and OK Sports Hall of Fame
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n 1940, Elvan George was named head coach 
of the Ada Cougars and the football program 
was on the way to success unheard of for a 
high school program.  Under the leadership 

of George, the Ada Cougars had a record of 161-46-
8, a 77% winning average over 18 years. George 
transformed the Ada football program to a winning 
tradition that still prevails today.

All-American-Tackle, Dr. Henry Wells of Chickasaw 
Heritage, says this about George, “Elvan George did 
more to instill values in the community than anyone 
ever has, he was the moral the compass of the 
town.”

There was reluctance by Ada school board to 
hire George because of his stoic demeanor, all 
thought he was a good man, but having him as 
a head football coach might be a stretch. Hugh 
Warren was his brother-in-law and in 1940 had won Ada 
the first and only state basketball championship, so he was 
instrumental in getting George hire.  George’s ambition 
really was to be principal of Ada High School, but was 
rejected mainly because of his stoic demeanor by the school 
board. It is at that time George re-dedicated himself to be 
as good as coach for Ada as he could be.

Hugh Warren, who pushed George for job, was named 
assistant coach and he was not pleased by all accounts, his 
idea was to be AD and head basketball coach, it seems the 
Ada school board thought otherwise.

The first staff in 1940 consisted of Elvan George, Hugh 
Warren and Leland Newton, three totals.

It is important to note that all this success of 6 State 
Championships in 1951-52-54-55-56-57 came at a time 

when no one was even coming close to that dominance and 
George was able to navigate and adjust to the changing 
times from Big Band music to Rock and Roll.

George never raised his voice to players although he 
could “cut you to bone” with his soft spoken demeanor.

Joe Lee Walker says, “All our players would go thru a 
brick wall to please him because if he said it must have 
been right thing to do.”

In 1951, Jay O’Neal, quarterback of first state 
championship team, got a lesson from George after 
throwing five interceptions against Ardmore in first half.
George calmly walked the sideline, walked by O’Neal and 
said, “Are you aiming at them?” George had a way of 

i
BY DON BREWINGTON

Elvan George is gone but not forgotten.

n 1940, Elvan George was named head coach 
of the Ada Cougars and the football program 

Warren was his brother-in-law and in 1940 had won Ada 
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delivering words in a calm way that 
got your attention.  
The Cougars won the game despite 
the five interceptions from O’Neal.

The turn of program did not come 
easy to winning championships from 
1940 to 1949.  Ada won about half 
their games until 1950 with Pat 
O’Neal at quarterback. Half way 
through the season George switched 
to “Split-T” offense. This is where 
the success began.  Bud Wilkinson 
was having great success at OU 
with the “Split-T” at that time.  This 
switch ushered in a success never 
equaled in high school football. In 
1951, Ada won their first state high 
school football championship and in 
1952, the Cougars repeated.  They 
were the first team in Oklahoma high 
school history to win back to back 
championships.

onSPORTS

The innovations of Elvan 
George were remarkable; one 
example was Ada was first team 
to use weights when no one 
else was doing it.  With help of 
weightlifting guru Ralph “Fireball” 
Evans, a program was set up 
to help players develop muscle.
George and Evans penned a 
book called, “Weightlifting for 
Football” that was widely read.

In 1959, George wrote a book 
called, “Split-T in High School 
Football.”

Elvan George is gone but not 
forgotten.  You can hear Elvan 
George stories to this day.  His 
statue stands proudly at Norris 
Field in front of the building named 
in his honor, ensuring his legacy 
lives forever.

on

Grace George (left) and friends

Elvan George

George with Ada football team, 
1952 State Champions
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Luxurious accommodations equipped with complimentary wireless internet, 32” flat panel television, 
iPod® docking stations, baths with granite vanities and European style showers and incredible beds.

La Baguette Restaurant serving breakfast, lunch, dinner and Sunday Brunch.

15 NORTH ROBINSON    |    OKLAHOMA CITY, OK  73102    |    (405) 601-4300    |    WWW.COLCORDHOTEL.COM
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Gary Cutsinger

Overcoming Tragedy
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e was one of best football 
players Oklahoma has ever 
produced.  His name is 
Gary Leon Cutsinger.  At 

6’ 4” and 230 lbs., Cutsinger 
played tackle in high school.  
He was amazingly agile, strong 
and possessed great quickness.  
Various honors were sure to fol-
low and they did.  The all-state 
team member, Cutsinger hurt 
his knee half way thru his se-
nior year in high school and still 
received a full scholarship to 
Oklahoma State.

Former OSU teammate Rick Buck said, “Gary has been 
good friend all my life. It was not a surprise to me he made 
it in pro football.  With a mountain of determination and 
smarts usually gets you there, I would think.”

After college, Cutsinger was selected to play in 
All-American Bowl and Senior Bowl and the Houston 
Oilers were watching and liked what they saw.  In 1962, 
Cutsinger was drafted in fifth round by the Houston Oilers 
of the AFL.  He had now grown to 6’4” and 250 lbs. and 
lightning fast for his size. Cutsinger played defensive end 
for six years for Oilers as starter from 1962-1967.

Cutsinger says, “My biggest game, I suppose was 
intercepting a pass against the Buffalo Bills. I took it back 

72 yards. No TD though, I ran out of gas.  Another was 
sacking Joe Namath of the NY Jets.  That was fun.”

After six seasons with the Oilers, Cutsinger left football.  
He remained in Texas and enjoyed married life with his 
wife Pam.  Together, they raised two kids, daughter Ken-
ndra and son, Kendrick.  He also started a successful home 
building business, Cutsinger Home, Inc. in central Texas.

Tragedy would strike the Cutsinger family in 2010.
It is every parents’ nightmare, the loss of a child and 

fame does not immune people from that jolt of reality.  On 
September 3, 2010, Gary and Pam Cutsinger realized their 
worst nightmare.  Their son, Kendrick, was killed in an 
auto accident.  He was 20 years old.

“There is nothing that can prepare you for the loss of 
a child.  For Pam and myself, our only comfort was our 
faith.  And, it is stronger than ever.  It is what sustains us 
day by day.  Kendrick was a wonderful son and was on 
scholarship at West Texas University.  He was the tight end 
on team,” said Cutsinger.

“It is tough for sure, but we will endure, we have to for 
our family.  Kenndra will be starting to college in Colorado 
this fall, we have to be there for her,” continued Cutsinger.

The Cutsingers are hoping their tragedy can help oth-
ers.  Recently, Pam and Gary were approached by ALIVE at 
25 and the Texas Alive Team, a non-profit made up of law 
enforcement personnel from state and local agencies.  The 
organizations teach safe driving habits to teens.  The pro-
gram is offered in high schools across Texas.  The Cutsing-
ers have agreed to participate with Austin Westlake High 
School to make a video about Kendrick Cutsinger in hopes 
of sparing other families the pain they have endured.

“Although it has been painful to work on this project, it 
is important to get the message out to young people about 
safe driving,” said Cutsinger.

BY DON J. BREWINGTON 
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more hd than ever before
And HD programming is FREE! There are no ugly dishes or extra pieces of equipment 

to buy. Once you’ve experienced the wonders of high definition, it’s hard to go back.

600-7128

hd Service 
from cox

Service available to residential customers in Cox Oklahoma service areas. Cox TV Starter service required for local broadcast HD channels. Some HD channels require subscription to Cox Advanced TV and service Pak with the standard  
version of the channel. A Cox Advanced TV receiver is not required to tune local HD channels with clear QAM HDTV sets. Televisions and other consumer owned devices equipped with a CableCARDTM may require a digital set top receiver in 
order to receive all programming options offered by Cox Advanced TV. HDTV set and Cox Advanced TV HD receiver rental required. Additional fees and other restrictions may apply. ©2011 Cox Communications, Inc. All rights reserved.
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on

 As the nation faces one of the toughest job markets in 
decades, individuals under the age of 30 are finding it difficult 
to stand out in their respective industries. ion Oklahoma 
Online, one of fastest growing digital online magazines looks to 
showcase the achievements of 30 successful Oklahomans under 
the age of 30 with their first annual celebration, “Next Gen”. 
The celebration aims at commending the next generation of 
distinguishable leaders in the Oklahoma City metro area, leaders 
who are bucking the national trend and making a huge impact 
despite the conventional wisdom that no one really “makes it” 
until their 30’s or beyond.

The “Next Gen” event will ceremonially recognize and 
honor the next generation of young people who have 
demonstrated innovative, creative-thinking, and/or humanitarian 

First Annual Event Recognizes  
Oklahoma City’s Prominent Future Leaders    

WHERE’S

Right: 
Mary Fallin speaks  

to the 30-30 group

accomplishments which are characteristically ahead of their time. 
The “30 under 30” are the individuals who push the normal 
boundaries beyond their years in many different areas including 
the arts, entertainment, business, media, sports, and technology 
industries, just to name a few.   

Oklahoma has so many brilliant young people who are 
making a huge impact on lives in Oklahoma and the world. The 
celebration to commend such talent is going to be like none-
other in Oklahoma. The goal of this inaugural event is to not only 
recognize these individuals now, but encourage them to stay the 
course as overachievers throughout their careers. Organizers of 
the event hope to instill the importance of success and emphasize 
the significance of building upon that success within the borders 
of the state of Oklahoma.
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Photo Below: 
First Row (left to right): Lindsey Houts, Elisa Milbourn, Emily 
Sutton, Governor Mary Fallin, Bose’ Akadiri, Lacey Lett, 
Amanda Kirkpatrick

Second Row (left to right): Mr. Don Swift, Christopher Lloyd, 
Lauren Toppins, Evan Vincent, Kyle Austin Young, Emily 
Rothrock, Kelli Dupuy, Trudi Baidoo, Dacia Harris, Amanda 
Pittenger, Linda Haneborg

Third Row (left to right):  Mandi Briggs, Ashlie Corneluis, 
Regan Lynn, Ryan Waters, Taylor Fudge, Michael Jones

Back Row (left to right):  Brian Kouhdari, Zach Weldon, Jay 
Doyle, Chauncey Shillow, Wyas Parker, Blake Jackson

Not Pictured: Matt Beckham, Joleen Chaney, Lauren Nelson, 
Emily Virgin
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Poodles and Pastries at the OKCMOA

WHERE’S

Organized by the Museum as the fourth installment of the 
NEW FRONTIERS Series for Contemporary Art, artist Franco 
Mondini-Ruiz will conduct performances during the opening 
weekend of Poodles & Pastries. The installation will include 
more than 750 small-scale paintings, each measuring 8 x 10 
inches, and a collection of small sculptures born of Oklahoma 
flea markets. Whimsical subject matter includes poodles, 
Parisian icons, drinks, pastries, cupcakes, chandeliers, couples, 
and fashionable women that appear on canvases, embodying 
a visual extravaganza of imagery. Quick brushstrokes offset by 
vibrant colors of pink and blue capture spontaneity reminiscent 
of fashion illustrations. Witty titles evoke the poetic voice and 
humor of the artist. In essence, these paintings become miniature 
utopias to behold.

Internationally-acclaimed contemporary 

artist Franco Mondini-Ruiz will complete a 

site-specific installation entitled Poodles & 

Pastries (And Other Important Matters): 

New Paintings by Franco Mondini-Ruiz at the 

Oklahoma City Museum of Art to be on view 

now through December 31, 2011.

Daddy’s Girl

Woman in Pinks
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ABOUT THE ARTIST
Born in 1961 in San Antonio, Texas, internationally-

acclaimed artist Franco Mondini-Ruiz is a painter, sculptor, 
and performance artist based in New York, New York and 
San Antonio, Texas. The son of an Italian father and a 
Spanish/Mexican mother, the artist references a hybridity 
of high and low culture, class and art. A self-taught artist, 
Mondini-Ruiz graduated from St. Mary’s University with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree and a Juris Doctorate before 
becoming a lawyer in San Antonio. Named one of the “25 
Movers and Shakers” in ArtNews, Mondini-Ruiz has been 
featured in numerous museums and international shows and 
he has been awarded many prestigious grants and prizes. 
Mondini-Ruiz is a 2004 recipient of the Rome Prize from the 
American Academy in Rome, the Pollock-Krasner Foundation 
Grant and the Joan Mitchell Foundation Grant. Exhibitions 
include Mexique (2000) at the Museo del Barrio, New 
York; Infinito Botánica (1999) at the Center for Curatorial 
Studies, Bard College; Ultrabaroque: Apsects of Post-Latin 
American Art(2000-2003) and The Whitney Biennial 2000 at 
the Whitney Museum of American Art.

“Mondini-Ruiz creates works of art 
that merge high and low culture in a 
way that is accessible, funny, beautiful, 
and collectible. He is a master of wit 
and irony,”

– Glen Gentele, Director, of the Oklahoma City 
Museum of Art.

Couple on a Cupcake
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SOCIAL ISSUES

Special CARE, Inc.

“Giving Children Wings So They Can Fly”
BY  MICHAEL COLLINS
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quote by Stacia Tauscher goes something like “We worry about what a child will become tomorrow, yet we 

forget that he is someone today.” I don’t know why this comes to mind when thinking about Special CARE 

and the children that make up our heart, I guess it would be because too many times children with special 

needs do not get recognized for the person they are and what they are capable of. Too often we get caught up worrying 

about what tomorrow will bring and how its going to affect our lives and this can especially be true with the parents, 

family members, and friends of children with special needs. By no means is it an easy ride. What I can tell you is that these 

children are someone today and if you can look past the disability and into their hearts, you will see the person they really 

are. A person just like you and me. Our job is to continue and seek understanding that children of all abilities deserve the 

best, and their whole lives are in front of them.
Special Care, Inc. opened its doors in 1985 to provide specialized direct care, education, and therapy services to children with 

a
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and without special needs. In the beginning there was not 
another day care or after school program in the Oklahoma 
City metropolitan area designed to meet the needs of children 
with special needs and the needs of their parents. In fact, 
the Executive Director and cofounder of Special CARE, Pam 
Newby, was inspired to establish Special CARE because her 
own daughter, Amanda, was facing childhood leukemia, and 
there was not an early childhood program that could meet 
her special needs. Special CARE, Inc. is a nonprofit childcare 
organization in Oklahoma City that provides services for children 
with and without special needs by promoting acceptance and 
understanding with a core belief that all children are children 
first, enabling them to discover abilities not disabilities. The 
center specializes in early childhood education along with 
physical, occupational, behavioral, speech, and music therapy, as 
well as a music education program and an after school program. 
Special CARE also offers a behavioral therapy lab provided to all 
children on the Autism spectrum, free of charge, which makes 
Special CARE unique to any other childcare facility in Oklahoma. 
Two thirds of the children enrolled at Special CARE have special 
needs ranging in age from 6 weeks to 21 years. Each child 
has an individual education plan and participates in activities 
designed for social-emotional, physical, language, and cognitive 
development. The teachers, therapists, and parents work 

SOCIAL ISSUES

together to design short and long term goals for each child. 
Teachers and therapists also work closely for optimal carryover 
between therapy and classroom activities.

Facts aside, Special CARE is a gem in the great state of 
Oklahoma. Having been affiliated with Special CARE in some 
capacity since 1998, today I am blessed to be the Marketing 
and Promotions Director for this incredible organization. 
What I want to express is the difference this organization 
makes in the lives of the children and families that attend. I 
have never been so moved or inspired as I am on a daily basis 
being at Special CARE. The chance to witness children of all 
ages, races, and abilities interact, learn, and play with each 
other in a setting that promotes and supports understanding 
and education is a progression above the rest. The growth 
that Special CARE’s children benefit from being together is 
not just a huge step in the evolution of their character during 
the formative years of development but the compassion and 
acceptance instilled in them early on will stay with them for 
a lifetime. In my professional opinion Special CARE, Inc. is 
one of the most remarkable childcare facilities that exists 
today, not only giving children of all abilities the resources 
to become better students, but also inspiring and promoting 
within them an acceptance and belief that we are all equal 
no matter what our challenges may be.
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RIVERWIND CASINO
Entertainment Awaits. . .

For Tickets:
405.322.6464

Exit 106 • I-35 Norman, OK
www.riverwind.com

Over 2,700 electronic games

47 blackjack & poker tables

1,500 seat Show Place Theatre

Food court, buffet and restaurant

Holiday Shopping Gone Wild 
Sept. 12 - Nov. 20

SEPTEMBER 12 – NOVEMBER 20

Play & EaRN
Holiday SHopping dollarS

Beginning September 12 at 8am until 5pm

EaRN 2X
Holiday SHopping dollarS 

Every Monday & Tuesday

Be sure to visit the Players Club to 
check your balance after each trip.

SHOP
november 19 & 20

Shop for jewelry, latest electronics, fashion and MORE! 
11am - 8pm

Sara Evans
Friday, Dec. 09
8pm

KISS Tribute Band
Friday, Nov. 25
8pm
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on ENTERTAINMENT

Taylor SwiftTaylor Swift

Coming to OKC

o ver the next six months, Taylor 

Swift’s massively successful 

Speak Now Tour will produce 79 Speak Now Tour will produce 79 

shows in stadiums and arenas in 63 shows in stadiums and arenas in 63 

cities in 42 states throughout North cities in 42 states throughout North 

America, including an October 15 America, including an October 15 

appearance at Oklahoma City’s appearance at Oklahoma City’s 

newly-renamed and remodeled newly-renamed and remodeled 

venue, Chesapeake Energy Center. venue, Chesapeake Energy Center. 

The show sold out not long after The show sold out not long after 

tickets became available.tickets became available.

Exit 106 • I-35 Norman, OK
www.riverwind.com

SEPTEMBER 12 – NOVEMBER 20

Play & EaRN
Holiday SHopping dollarS

Beginning September 12 at 8am until 5pm

EaRN 2X
Holiday SHopping dollarS 

Every Monday & Tuesday

Be sure to visit the Players Club to 
check your balance after each trip.

SHOP
november 19 & 20

Shop for jewelry, latest electronics, fashion and MORE! 
11am - 8pm
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Taylor’s performance encompasses a two-hour theatrical 
presentation reminiscent of a Broadway experience. The show 
features elaborate costumes, dancers, aerialists, changing sets, 
and innovative choreography and instrumentation showcased 
on a multi-level stage. She moves around the venue and uses 
different stages, giving every audience member a great seat. 

21 year-old Swift sold more albums in 2010 than any artist, 
in any genre of music. With over 1 million copies sold in the 
US in the first week of release, her Speak Now album scored 
SoundScan’s biggest single-week sales total since 2005 and 
is the biggest debuting country studio album in history. Taylor 
Swift’s career record sales now top 20 million albums, plus an 
additional 33 million paid song downloads.

Taylor Swift is the reigning Entertainment Weekly Entertainer 
of the Year as well as the Academy of Country Music’s Entertainer 
of the Year. She is also Billboard’s 2011 Top 200 Albums Artist.

And she deserves everything she’s earned. This is the girl, who 
at the tender age of 10 had the guts to take the stage at every 
karaoke contest, festival, and county fair that passed through her 
hometown of Wyomissing, Pennsylvania. This is the girl, who at 
age 11 took a trip to Music City, aka Nashville, and left a trail of 
amused receptionists as she dropped off her homemade demo 
tape to every label in town. This is the girl, who at 14 became 
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Academy of Country Music’s “Crystal Milestone Award.” Only 
two artists have been honored to receive it. One is Taylor Swift; 
the other is legendary performer Garth Brooks. 

The sparkling centerpieces of her achievements include the 
2009 American Music Award for Artist of the Year and the 2009 
CMA Award for Entertainer of the Year, country music’s highest 
honor. Taylor Swift is the youngest artist ever, and only the sixth 
female act in history, to win this prestigious award. 

There is one trophy that possibly best puts Swift’s hypersonic 
ascent to superstardom in perspective. In 2007, she took home 
the Country Music Association’s Horizon Award. Just two years 
later, she swept the CMA Awards’ top prizes – winning four 
trophies: Entertainer of the Year, Female Vocalist of the Year, 
Album of the Year and Video of the Year. Later that same month, 
Swift was the year’s big winner at the American Music Awards, 
walking away with trophies for Artist of the Year, Favorite Female 
Artist (Country), Favorite Female Artist (Pop/Rock), Favorite 
Adult Contemporary Artist, and Favorite Album (Country – for 
Fearless).

The young woman who, as a high school freshman, sang of 
“trying to find a place in this world” is now a global sensation. 

Taylor Swift’s rise to superstardom might have seemed at times 
to have materialized in the blink of an eye, but in reality it has 
taken a decade of hard work and relentless pursuit. Her family 
recognized the talent and determination at an early age as they 
began taking regular trips to Nashville to expose people to her 
music. She began writing with local songwriters, and after a 
few years, during which the family made the decision to move to 
nearby Hendersonville, Tennessee, a showcase at the Bluebird 
Cafe caught the eye of music industry veteran Scott Borchetta, 
who was planning to launch a new label. What he saw on that 
stage was a young girl with an innate ability to entertain and a 
true gift for writing great songs.

Songwriting is a craft Swift has been honing since first 
strumming a guitar at the age of 12. Not long after that she had 
completed her first tune. She was hooked as her life became 
consumed with songs. Every spare moment was spent writing, 
playing, or thinking about music. Even while hitting the books 
as a straight-A student at Hendersonville High School, she was 
doodling lyrics in the margins of her notebooks.

With her life barreling down the country music fast lane, Taylor 
still makes it a priority to put the guitar, pen, and paper she 
keeps nearby to good use. Writing songs helps her stay grounded 
as her career orbits in the stratosphere. 

on

on ENTERTAINMENT

the youngest person ever to be signed as a professional staff 
songwriter at Sony/ATV Publishing. This is the teenager who 
signed her first record deal before she could drive. She had the 
guts to step from an Academy of Country Music awards stage 
and into the audience to introduce herself to Tim McGraw live 
on national television–just seconds after playing the last chord 
of her first hit song that bears his name. At 17 she became the 
youngest person to single-handedly write and sing a #1 country 
hit on her own. 

Her first headlining production in 2009, the Fearless Tour, 
sold out every show in mere minutes, including Madison Square 
Gardens in 60 seconds.

Her trophy case display is one of the most diverse of any artist 
today, and the collection is growing at an exponential rate. 
“Moon Man” helped her capture a Female Video of the Year 
win at the MTV Video Music Awards–the first ever for a country 
artist. Swift has golden belt buckles from her back-to-back wins 
for Female Video of the Year and Video of the Year at Country 
Music Television’s Music Awards. Also, a handful of Teen Choice 
and American Music Awards mingling with her Academy of 
Country Music Top New Female Artist Trophy from 2008, and the 
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ur 
projects

Builders and installers know the level of
excellence.  and now, designers and
builders are partnering with NW
Building Supply to craft some of
the most enviable remodel and
building projects in the country.  We also
offer our own design team.  at’s important,
because Cliff and Diane Stockton understand
no matter the size of your project, it’s one of the
most important investments a homeowner can make.
Cliff and Diane will never forget the beginning.  and now,
they invite you to share their passion for the amazing projects
that lie ahead.

NW Building Supply Company.  
yOuR ONe-StOp DeSiGN aND RemODel paRtNeR.

Diane Stockton
Owner, Northwest 

Building Supply

Soon, valuable relationships were formed.  and on a solid foundation of trust, Cliff ’s business, then called Northwest
Roofing Supply, expanded into other building materials.  Soon, carpet, tile, wood flooring and blinds became a staple of
the company with a new showroom and name, Builder Resource Center.  ese new product lines not only energized
builders, but more importantly, provided homeowners the opportunity to remodel their homes.
e turn of the century brought more growth.  in 2000, a millwork division was born serving clients in need of interior
and exterior doors, trim and hardware.  Northwest Building materials set up shop on 5th street, the same area where
the business can be found today.
in 2003, the NRS Group would diversify again with granite countertops.  and within five years, our granite division
grew to one of the largest fabrication shops in the state.
Now, with so many divisions and names for one business, the name Northwest Building Supply was chosen to represent
the countless building and remodel products and services offered by the original owners, Cliff and Diane Stockton.

5535 NW 5th • OklahOma City •  405.946.0500 • www.NorthwestOK.COM

Our Story

t was a humble beginning.  More than a quarter century ago, Cliff Stockton dreamed
of  having his own successful business in the roofing and home improvement industry.

And it all started with one truck, a re-roofing job in Oak Tree and a heavy dose of faith.
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World Neighbors
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BY ROBBIE ROBERTSON

w

Inspiring People, Strengthening Communities

hen a person walks into the offices of World 
Neighbors, they immediately get the feeling that 
this non-profit organization might be a little 
different than other non-profits. It’s as if they are 

walking into part gift shop, part museum, part hut.....in Africa. 
On display are handmade items from around the world and food 
items from the far reaches of the globe. It is truly unique.

World Neighbors is not unique in their efforts to deal with 
hunger, poverty, disease, and environmental issues. Many 
organizations do that. World Neighbors is unique in the way they 
fight hunger, poverty, disease, and environmental issues. 

World Neighbors works in hundreds of rural communities in 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America. They give people hope. They 
inspire people. They strengthen communities.

World Neighbors does not just throw money at the problems, 
or build a building, and call it good. No. They help people 
develop, manage, and sustain their own programs. World 
Neighbors invests in people and communities, giving them long 
term solutions to the problems they face on a daily basis.

Dr. Susan Chambers, an Oklahoma City gynecologist, has 
been involved with World Neighbors for 12 years and previously 
served on the board of directors. “A good friend of mine invited 
me to hear a talk by two women about World Neighbors,” Dr. 
Chambers said. “I was hooked. I got on the board. It gets under 
your skin and won’t go away.”

That is exactly how World Neighbors got started. While serving 
in the military in Southeast Asia in World War II, Dr. John L. 
Peters saw first-hand the pain and suffering caused by poverty. 
He returned to Oklahoma City and delivered a sermon at St. 
Luke’s Methodist Church at 15th and Robinson. His sermon was 
titled “Let’s Deal with Basic Issues.” The words of Dr. Peters 

touched the hearts of people in the congregation. His words got 
under their skin and wouldn’t go away. It was from that sermon 
in 1951that World Neighbors was created. 

This international developmental organization is headquartered 
in Oklahoma City. The operation is led by President and CEO, 
Melanie Macdonald. The United States staff works with 
field offices around the world. Once a community need is 
determined, the field offices work with community leaders to 
implement solutions. World Neighbors stays involved until the 
local organization becomes self-sufficient, which on average is 
between 8 and 10 years.

It works like this - instead of giving a community food, World 
Neighbors teaches them how to grow the food, how to store the 
food, and how to prepare the food. Instead of a short term fix, 
World Neighbors provides training and education that will last a 
community a lifetime.

Sometimes it is necessary to go to these remote places 
to understand the impact of the efforts provided by World 
Neighbors. Dr. Chambers has spent time in Guatemala. She 
likes to tell the tortilla story. Tortillas are eaten at every meal in 
Guatemalan villages. The women of the village have to grind 
the corn for hours to make enough tortillas needed for the 
daily supply. Dr. Chambers explained, “With the help of World 
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Neighbors, the women of this particular village got organized in 
order to make their community better.” She added, “the women 
figured out a way to have the government get them electricity. 
The women then came up with enough money to buy a small 
grinder and all of a sudden the women are making the daily 
supply of tortillas in minutes instead of hours. They were so 
proud and the best thing to come out of this was the women 
thinking they could now do anything.” 

That is how people are empowered to make changes. That is 
an example of giving a brother a hand-up instead of a hand-out. 
Currently, more than half a million people benefit from World 
Neighbors 70 programs in 13 countries. 

 The supporters of World Neighbors have taken the position 
it is time to stop saving the world and start changing it. Dr. 
Chambers said, “If you really want to help people, you have to 
give them the tools to change. You have to give them hope and 
dignity.” 

World Neighbors is located at 4127 NW 122nd Street,  
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73120.

For more information call 405-418-0398,  
or go on-line to: www.wn.org



 ionOklahoma OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2011  85



86 ionOklahoma OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2011

onDINING

Tucker’s Onion Burgers
A Good Egg
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eyond a doubt, Oklahomans know beef.  We know 

how to raise it, how to cook it, and how to eat it.

Beef and Oklahoma have a long history pre-

dating statehood and today it continues to be the 

state’s largest agriculture commodity, according to the 

Oklahoma Beef Council. 

 Beef is the star of a new burger restaurant open in 

Oklahoma City.  However, they aren’t serving just any 

burger; they are serving authentic fried onion burgers.  It’s 

homage to the famous burgers made less than 30 miles 

away in El Reno, the Onion Burger Capitol of the World. 

 Tucker’s Onion Burgers is the latest creation by local 

restaurant pioneers, Keith and Heather Paul, founders of A 

Good Egg Dining Group.  A few  of their other successful 

ventures include Cheever’s Café, Cheever’s Catering, Iron 

Starr Urban BBQ, Red Prime Steak, and Republic Gastropub.    

“Tucker’s is two years of hard work and research,” said 

Keith Paul.  “Thought went into every single detail from the 

location to the premium ingredients that we use.”  

b Lovingly named after the Paul’s pet Mastiff, Tucker’s is 

taking the “burger restaurant” to the next level by offering a 

premium dining experience.  

“We are taking the finest ingredients and serving the 

best burger,” said Paul.  “We use all-natural, hormone-free 

beef from Creekstone Farms, a higher quality bun baked and 

delivered fresh daily from Prairie Thunder Baking Company 

and even our cheese is from Land ‘O Lakes.” 

With everything under $10 on the menu, patrons will 

find onion burgers made with beef or turkey, salad, fresh-

cut fries, hand-dipped shakes, various soft drinks, fresh 

lemonade or strawberry limeade, and beer. That’s it.   

“Our deal is to offer a few items and do them better than 

anywhere else in the city,” said Paul.  “This is a true burger 

concept.”

Located in what was first a Texaco service station in 

the 1950’s, Tucker’s has a bright, modern, yet vintage 

vibe.  Visitors cannot miss the colorful pictures on the wall 

including one of the restaurant’s namesake.  A nice touch is 

Tucker’s is truly a  Tucker’s is truly a  Tucker’s is truly a  
unique burger experience. unique burger experience. 
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the original ceiling tiles that were fortunately reusable after being 

cleaned up.    

While the parking lot seems a bit tight, the dining area is 

surprisingly roomy and on nice days, diners have the option of 

dining al fresco on the patio. 

Also, worthy of a mention, is Tucker’s commitment to being 

environmentally friendly by recycling, composting and reusing 

materials when possible.  During the transformation, the building 

was upgraded to use less water and energy.  

Tucker’s is also dedicated to the community.  The plan is to 

choose a different organization each year to donate a portion of 

all proceeds from refills with pre-purchased cups.  The 2011-2012 

“Refill the Community Program” project is Wilson School.  

on
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WINE

Oklahoma:
The Wine Enthusiast’s Playground

BY AMANDA PITTENGER
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klahoma is well on its way 

to becoming a premier 

destination for wine lovers from all 

over the United States with over 52 

wineries established here. Locals and 

tourists alike can be found touring 

Oklahoma vineyards, learning from 

knowledgeable vintners, and sipping 

samples of wine made from grapes 

cultivated in Oklahoma soil.  The 

autumn months are the perfect time 

to get out and visit the numerous 

vineyards and wineries that adorn 

the state’s diverse landscape. Fall 

is a time for harvesting grapes and 

provides the opportune experience 

for even the novice wine enthusiast. 

Oklahoma has wineries throughout 

the state that makes a diverse tasting 

excursion possible for those interested 

in participating in the experience of 

visiting several locations in one day.

o
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TIDAL SCHOOL

Located between Oklahoma City and Tulsa in the 

historic boomtown of Drumright, Tidal School offers 

visitors a “California-style” winery experience right on the 

edge of Green Country.  The main building of the winery 

features a tasting room, gift shop, banquet room, and 

outdoor patio overlooking the vineyard.  Tidal School is 

known throughout the region for their award winning wine 

Impressao, as well as their Oklahoma Sweet and Zen Zin.  

Events are abundant at Tidal School as they feature a live, 

typically local, musician most Saturday afternoons.  Tidal 

School is an impressive backdrop for a relaxing afternoon.

Upcoming events include Quasimojo featuring vocals by 

Jennifer Marriott October 29, G3 Jazz Trio November 5, 

and Rick Reiley November 19.  For complete event details 

visit the Tidal School website at www.tidalschool.com.

WAkeFIeLD WInerY

Situated near Ada, Wakefield Winery is an adult-only 

destination for those wishing to relax and take their 

time.  The vineyards and winery are accompanied by a 

full-service bed and breakfast that boasts it has served 

locals from nearby Gentry, as well as visitors from as far 

away as Italy.  Wakefield has nine types of grapes growing 

throughout their four-acre vineyard including Cabernet and 

Riesling varieties. Their Honeymoon Sweet wine combines 

the sweetness of peaches with the buttery notes of a 

Chardonnay, and is also an Oklahoma Fair Gold Medal 

winner.  Wakefield’s number one seller is named Sex in the 

Vineyard.  It is a sweet black cherry Pinot Noir and has also 

won awards from the Oklahoma State Fair.  

The Wakefield Winery experience offers an all-inclusive 

stay at their secluded bed and breakfast which can also 

include time with their in-house massage therapist, strolls 

with your partner through their vineyard, and a romantic 

wine dinner overlooking the evening sunset.  For more 

information visit the Wakefield Country Inn website at 

www.wakefieldcountryinn.com.

WINE
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WOODS AnD WATerS

Oklahoma’s largest vineyard can be found in Caddo County, 

not far from the historic town of Anadarko.   Established in 1998 

in the center of a 600-acre ranch, Woods and Waters is the first 

commercial winery in Caddo County. Planted in the vineyard 

are 11 varieties of wine grapes including Cabernet, Chardonnay, 

and Muscat.  Because of their size, the vintners of Woods and 

Waters have successfully created numerous wines that are sure 

to please even the most discriminating connoisseur.  Woods and 

Waters is truly an enthusiast’s playground.  The Winery Bistro 

proudly offers many unique dishes created with European flair to 

visitors every Saturday afternoon. The winery also provides fine-

dining service on Friday and Saturday evenings in Vino’s Italian 

Steakhouse and Wine Bar, however, reservations are requested 

for this experience.  

The wine selection at Woods and Waters is vast, but some 

of their varieties are produced in limited quantities so it is 

advised that buyers visit the website often to keep up to date 

on the current offerings.  For more information on the wines 

and events at Woods and Waters visit their website at www.

woodsandwaterswinery.com.

TreS SuenOS WInerY
Not far from the bustling activity of Oklahoma City, Tres 

Suenos is truly a wine enthusiast’s sanctuary.  Located near 
Luther, Tres Suenos has a new 4,000 square foot tasting room 
that makes for a beautiful location that is perfect for a relaxing 
afternoon with friends and family.  The tasting room overlooks 
the four-acre vineyard and 80 acres of woodland.  Their harvest 
includes grape varieties such as Merlot, Shiraz, and Chardonnay, 
as well as a Native American grape used in the creation of one 
of their newest offerings called Cynthiana. Tres Suenos boasts 
a broad wine selection and is sure to have something for every 
palate.  This season they have bottled Nouveau, which is seen 
from larger producers as a limited edition wine to drink late fall 
and early winter.  Tres Suenos Nouveau is an annual festival wine 
bottled young and made from the Zinfandel grape.  

Tres Suenos welcomes parties of all sizes to their winery and 
vineyard for private events, weddings, or simply casual tastings.  
For more information visit their website at www.tressuenos.com.

on
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All for the Sake of GivingAll for the Sake of Giving

o

Wade Starr, Operating Partner of Deep Fork Grill, still remains 

humble to the nature of today’s economy. “It is such a blessing 

to be able to open our doors for business on a daily basis, but 

it is such an honor to help amazing organizations reach their 

financial goals and put forth their amazing efforts in enhancing 

our community.  

Deep Fork recently hosted a wine dinner on October 11 with 

celebrity chef, ‘Cowboy Cook’ Grady Spears. The proceeds went 

towards two privately funded organizations which were The Infant 

Crisis Center (ICC) and Oklahoma Lawyers for Children (OLFC). 

The Infant Crisis Center is a privately funded organization that 

bridges the waiting period between government programs like 

Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) and the Department of 

Human Services (DHS) for assistance with diapers and formula.  

ne local business is going to great lengths to keep 

Oklahoma City charities and non-profit organizations 

above the current financial crisis. By playing host to monthly wine 

dinners that feature celebrity chefs and some of the world’s top 

wine producers, Deep Fork Grill is paying it forward by donating 

sales from the monthly wine dinners to local charities and 

exposing locals to a certain ‘staycation’ style of dining. 

Grady Spears photo by Andrews McMeel 

The assistance can take weeks and can possibly result in the 

delay of medically prescribed formulas until approval is met. 

Therefore, the funds provided from local contributions are truly 

necessary for the successful operation of the ICC.

“We see over 1,200 babies a month so the money from the 

wine dinner will help to nourish needy babies in our community 

with formula, food, and diapers.” Miki Farris, Executive Director 

& Cofounder of ICC stated.

The  Oklahoma Lawyers for Children (OLFC) is the only non-

profit organization in Oklahoma that provides legal services to 

abused and neglected children in Oklahoma County.

  President & CEO of OLFC, Tsinena Thompson, stated that 

“Oklahoma is at a 30 year worst with child abuse cases. We have 

not seen a patch this bad since the late 1980’s.”
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The OLFC is putting the donation from the Otober 11th wine 

dinner to immediate use for the community. “We are developing 

a program for a noticeable gap in the DHS system that will help 

expand the shelter volunteer program and ensure children are 

placed in safe and appropriate homes. Everyone involved knows 

this is a big need” Thompson said.

For Chef Spears’ dinner, he created four courses with wine 

pairings from Napa Valley. After the last course was served, 

Spears was out in the dining room mingling with guests, signing 

autographs and taking pictures. “One of the nice things that 

happens at the wine dinners is that you are able to do not just 

fundraising, but ‘friendraising,” Thompson said.

Last August, Allied Arts held a wine dinner benefit with 

celebrity chef Mike Sheerin. Sheerin is one of Food & Wine 

Magazine’s Best New Chefs of 2010. The dinner showcased 

courses like velvety braised Veal and smoke-infused Sturgeon 

with black pepper jam. Playful nuances of Molecular 

Gastronomy quietly graced the plates throughout the coursing. 

The dinner also showcased a guest from the famous Heartland 

Wines of Australia.  

Founded in 1971, Allied Arts is Oklahoma’s only United Arts Fund. 

“We are an umbrella to 20 agencies that are beneficiaries 

that we allocate our unrestricted funding towards helping with 

their multiple educational outreaches.” Kristi Blosch, Manager of 

Marketing & Public Relations for Allied Arts said. “The platform 

to share a message of awareness and support with the guests 

that were there to attend the event was a huge asset for us. 

Deep Fork has stepped up to the plate for multiple events and 

has come through every single time.” 

Mike Sheerin photo by 
Sun-Times Media

Wade Starr mentioned, “It would cost thousands of dollars 

for the average person to travel to the restaurants and wineries 

of the chefs and winemakers that we have walking through our 

doors for one single wine dinner.” 

When Miki Farris of the Infant Crisis Center was asked if 

there was there was anything she would like to add post 

interview in regards to Wade Starr and Deep Fork, she said one 

single word. “Grateful.”   

To inquire about hosting an event or making a reservation  

for an upcoming wine dinner at  

Deep Fork Grill, please contact Wade Starr at 405-848-7678.
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700 WEST MEMORIAL ROAD  •  405.755.9000  •  ESKRIDGELEXUS.COM

ES YOU CAN

The 2012 Lexus ES

If you’re the type of person that does not include the word “No”  
in your vocabulary, then you’re the type that will look great   
sitting behind the wheel of the 2012 Lexus ES 350. The ES 350 
is well–engineered, luxurious and features interior and exterior 
enhancements like the 17–inch alloy wheels and espresso 
bird’s eye maple or brown walnut trim; pure indulgence. Stop 
by and check out the new ES 350 today. Why…because 

you can, besides who’s going to tell you no?




