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Publisher’s Note
Welcome to ion Oklahoma Online, one of Oklahoma’s fastest growing lifestyle 
online publications. 

In just a short and brief 12 months, we will have completed our 6 annual printed 
editions that our readers can buy online or download FREE. Any or all of our digital 
editions can be downloaded direct to your computer, notebook, tablet, or mobile 
device of your choice from www.ionok.com.

Our readers are guiding us every month and along the way with their wonderful 
feedback and input. Everyday we are receiving more and more emails with 
suggestions for wonderful, successful, and thought provoking stories and 
events to write about. We welcome and encourage your input.

Also, we attribute our initial successes to the quality of the photography, 
editorial content, and website design elements that are very easy to 
browse and maneuver.

Our ionok.com website is very user friendly and most all content is easily accessed. 
Easy access has been our goal from the very beginning. For example, our website 
visitors are only 2 clicks away from sharing information with friends, facebook, and 
twitter or downloading their favorite photo from events they attend.

The ion Oklahoma website is tracked daily by Google Analytics. During the fi rst 12 
months there have been 46,777 people who have visited www.ionok.com. There 
have been 73,746 total visits and 255,359 page views. The average time on our site 
has been 2 minutes and 51 seconds.

I want to say thanks to our loyal followers, professional staff and devoted advertisers.

Sincerely,
Don Swift, Publisher

“Like” us on facebook
facebook.com/pages/
IonOklahoma-Online

 
follow us on twitter

@IonOklahoma



 ionOklahoma DECEMBER 2011 /JANUARY 2012  11



12 ionOklahoma DECEMBER 2011/JANUARY 2012

on
C

O
V

E
R

EDMOND’S 
BEST-KEPT SECRET



 ionOklahoma DECEMBER 2011 /JANUARY 2012  13

BY CLIF’ WARREN

VISIONARY 
SCOTT KLOSOSKY  
GLOBAL I.T. GURU

 “I knew I must continue 
to speculate about 

innovations for the future.”
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cott Klososky—Edmond’s best-kept secret—is 
the hot go-to guy for global Internet strategies 
and enterprise social technology. One week he 
may be in Florida consulting, the next serving as 
a conference leader in Switzerland. He usually 
fl ies out of the Metro around ninety times a year 

under all sorts of rubrics—author, speaker, advisor, consultant, 
and all-round Internet technology problem-solver. “Every 
situation is different. Each demands an individual approach.”

At Panera, located in Edmond’s up-scale Spring Creek 
shopping area, near his offi ce, Scott already selected the best 
spot to talk, next to a large window on this cold, gray afternoon. 
The guy appears to stay ahead of the game all the time, judging 
from his online P. R. materials with their matter-of-fact soft sell 
and unfl attering photographs—a current business media trend, 
which says I’m an average guy like you, but here’s why you 
need me.

In person, Klososky is the picture of the All American freckle-
faced kid next door, who grew up, matured, and settled in place 
well. What comes across immediately is a Mark Wahlburg-
like forceful impression, the direct and immediate eye-to-eye 
connection. In his late forties, Klososky is still obviously wired, 
athletically fi t from playing racquetball and golf, prepared and 
keen, even though he just arrived from Zurich late yesterday.

“Doesn’t it get tiresome having to go through all the hubs to 
get to the regional and global sites where you hold forth?” I ask.   

“Not really. I love living in Edmond. Besides, working from 
computers and other devices, I stay active wherever I am. 
Yesterday I completely rewrote three syllabi on and off planes 
fl ying the twenty hours from Zurich.”

Klososky’s three latest business best sellers—Enterprise Social 
Technology, The Velocity Manifesto, and The Manager’s Guide 
to Social Media—sell by the cartons at conferences arranged by 
company executives who engage him.

Those company names where he has consulted over the past 
three years read like a list of the Fortune 500 pecking order: to 
illustrate—How about Cisco, Newell Rubbermaid, Lockheed 
Martin, Ebay, Volvo, The Hartford, and Marriott, bolstered further 
by international as well as national associations like The Korean 
Ministry of Information, the Mortgage Bankers Association and 
the Association of Equipment Manufacturers—for starters?

“I admire the clear, nuts and bolts way you write, making the 
tough subject of Internet structure and social media accessible 
to all levels of your readers: especially the way you use common 
terms like “the plumbing” to describe the basic architecture of 
computers. The whole explanation becomes instantly visible in 
the mind, and the linkages become unmistakable,” I offer.

“Most of all, I admire how you arrived at your sure 
knowledge bank. Through hard work, important insights, and 
vision you rose to CEO of three successful start-up companies 
that were sold, split up, and garnered a price of over $20 
million each,” I comment.

Scott responds, his earnest dark blue eyes underscoring the 
modest admissions, “I never went to college, so I soon fi gured 
out I had to devise a plan of utilizing the knowledge I acquired 
during past years, yet remain focused on business needs of the 
present. At the same time I knew I must continue to speculate 
about innovations for the future.

When I arrived in Oklahoma from Ohio at eighteen, my fi rst job 
was with Southwestern Stationers in Ponca City,” he continues.

 I interrupt enthusiastically, “I remember making purchases at 
the old downtown store in Oklahoma City.”

“Luckily, they put me in charge of their new computer 
operations. That was in 1981.” He smiles. His still boyish 
business-mien charisma settles in.

“So, you got in on the ground fl oor back when most of us 
were fascinated by the Commodore and Atari brands now long 
gone,” I add.

“I was fi red up by all the possibilities computers offered. I soon 
determined to open my own computer business and then started 
others. I realized I could keep a virtual offi ce in Oklahoma and 
manage out of state businesses from here, so I moved on into 
neighboring states.

My wife, Annette, an O. U. graduate, and I enjoyed a fi ne 
family life in Oklahoma . . .     “‘working hard, playing sports, 
going to church, and fi nding many ways to have fun.’”  Scott’s 
family now includes Kacie (28) an RN, Austin (20), a nursing 
major at UCO, Kristin (14), a junior high student, and a grandson, 
Jonathan.

That big break that every young businessman dreams about 
came out of the blue and landed right at Scott’s feet in—of all 
places—Russia.
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During 1988, two years before the break up of the Soviet 
Union, Scott was working with the World Peace Committee, 
which drew people together from across the globe to sponsor 
various projects aimed at upholding planetary peace. The 
Russian-born World Chess Champion, Garry Kasparov, later 
to be challenged and defeated by Big Blue, the computer, was 
also in Moscow at the time and became the cynosure of media 
attention. There, too, was H. R. Haldeman, the once infamous 
White House Chief of Staff for President Richard Nixon, who had 
served eighteen months in prison for his role in events leading to 
the Watergate burglaries.

Haldeman’s leadership in international business affairs and 
hotel and restaurant development, some ten years later, helped 
resurrect and restore his damaged reputation. He was in Moscow 
on a mission with a group of businessmen looking into building a 
hotel there when he met Klososky, learned about his mastery of 
computers and his world peace efforts, and approached him to 
be on the hotel board. The two became friends.

Haldeman was by then considerably older and not in good 
health. Back home in Santa Barbara, California, he harbored a 
historical treasure trove of those daily diaries and tapes from the 
Nixon era that he longed to edit and have published, but would 
his health hold out?  

Knowing all about computers also meant that Scott Klososky 
understood the process of making CDs. He decided to take 
Haldeman up on an offer to join him at his home to work on 
the materials. In an innovative dual business deal for the time, Putnam, an old, reliable house, came up with a contract to 

publish the diaries, while Sony took on the task of providing the 
CDs. The task consumed a year and a half of Klososky’s life.

By the time Klososky completed the project (published sources 
suggest the full text of The Haldeman Diaries contains nearly 
750,000 words), Haldeman was no longer alive, passing away 
on 12 November 1993. A “‘straight arrow’” and devout Christian 
Scientist, Haldeman refused medical treatment, and various 
reports suggest he died of stomach cancer.

At 32 or 33, Klososky, on the basis of his prodigious work, 
was therefore dispatched on a fi rst class book tour across the 
nation. Consequently, he was quizzed on “Nightline” and other 
such quality TV shows by responsible popular hosts like Ted 
Koppel and Phil Donahue. The maturity and poise, the balance 
and communicative skills Klososky displayed then, along with the 
early burn in he endured setting up several of the fi rst American 
startups amid all the odd corporate maneuvers in Russia 
obviously placed him on a fast track for life.
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now, and about 4 billion of us in a few more years,” you swallow. 
Ultimately, when Klososky concludes, “It has a window into every 
area of your life—moving in on your privacy—and even into 
major services as disparate as the control of online banking in 
Africa,” you’re staggered.

With that, Scott whirls out his iP4s and dials up Siri—that 
genie that can instantly produce the answer you need. He 
fl ourishes the object once more and puts it back in his pocket. 
Straightaway, he poses the questions to me St. Peter might bring 
up at the Pearly Gates, “Just how relevant are you and your 
group right now, and what are you doing about it?”

Gulp. No wonder the guy is in demand.

onCOVER

on

Certainly the major question beyond that bulletproofi ng ride 
has been, Can the guy in the saddle maintain his lead? For that 
answer you need look no farther than your computer screen.

When forthright Klososky delivers ultimatums like: “I. T. is a 
service department and should not make decisions on its own. 
The core team must not have their priorities decided for them. The 
broader community must be united with the I. T. department,” as a 
worker bee, you want to stand and wave a banner.

And when he passionately states, “The Internet is 52 % good 
and 48% bad,” and “technology produces an unbelievable input 
on society—changing us—and it will continue changing us,” 
you nod in aggressive agreement. Next, in rapid fi re order, he 
describes how the social media “has a hold on about 2 billion 
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For Your Computer
McAfee Security Suite Plus: 

Helps detect, block, and remove 

viruses and spyware from your 

computer and blocks outsiders 

from hacking into your computer.

For Your Family
McAfee Parental Controls: You 

can block objectionable videos 

and sites, prevent listening to 

explicit music, manage time 

spent online and more.

For Your Files
Secure Online Backup:  No 

more worries about keeping 

all your files safe. Now you can 

easily back them up online for 

safekeeping and peace of mind.

PERFORMANCE. PROTECTED.

The McAfee services, Anti-virus, Anti-spyware, Anti-phishing, Firewall, Parental Controls and Identity Protection, SiteAdvisor, SecurityCenter and McAfee Family Protection are included with subscription to Cox High Speed Internet and will auto-
matically terminate upon termination of Cox High Speed Internet service. Cox cannot guarantee the intended results from the McAfee services or that the McAfee software will be error-free, free from interruptions or other failures. The McAfee 
services and features are subject to change. McAfee, McAfee Total Protection, SiteAdvisor, SiteAdvisor Plus and McAfee Family Protection are trademarks or registered trademarks of McAfee, Inc., and/or its affiliates.©2011 Cox Communications, 
Inc. All rights reserved. 

600-7128
cox.com/security
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WINE

Napa vs. Sonoma
What is the difference 

between the two counties?
BY MARK LISLE

ften people ask me – “What is the main difference between visiting, touring, 

and wine tasting in Sonoma vs. Napa?” Well, they both have scenic landscapes, 

fabulous wineries, restaurants and accommodations, but I am going to point out 

a few things that you may not be aware of.

photo courtesy of winetrain.com
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Some of my favorite wineries to visit in Sonoma are Acorn 
Winery, Armida Winery, Bella Vineyards, Carol Shelton, 
Duchamp Estate Winery, Everett Ridge Vineyards and Winery, 
Foppiano Vineyards, Jordan Vineyard & Winery, Korbel 
Champagne Cellars, Michael-Schlumberger Wines, Preston 
Vineyards, Ridge Lytton Springs Winery, Robert Young Estate 
Winery, Sausal Vineyard & Winery, Sbagia Family Vineyards, 
Seghesio Family Vineyards, Silver Oak Cellars, Stryker Sonoma 
Winery, Toad Hollow Vineyards, Truett Hurst Winery, Unti 
Vineyards, and Wilson Winery.

Some of my Napa favorites are Vincent Arroyo Winery, August 
Briggs Wines, Chimney Rock Winery, Frank Family Vineyards, 

Heitz Wine Cellars, Milat Vineyards, Merryvale Napa Valley, 
Pahlmeyer Winery, Paraduxx, Quintessa, Regusci Winery, Robert 
Mondavi Winery, Rombauer Vineyards, Spottswoode Winery, 
Sterling Vineyards, Silver Oak Cellars, Summers Winery, Vineyard 
29, and Whitehall Lane Winery.

I’m sure I’ve left out a few small differences, but this gives a 
good idea of many things to consider when visiting wine country. 
Take them both for what they have to offer and enjoy! If a wine 
country visit is in your plans, don’t forget to check out other 
California wine areas such as Santa Cruz, Monterey, Pasa Robles 
and Santa Barbara. 
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WINE

•  Location. Sonoma County is located to the northwest of Napa and is situated along the coast, whereas Napa is inland. Sonoma is 
more spread out and is about fi ve times bigger than Napa. From the far northern regions of Sonoma to the far southern regions can 
be about 2-3hours driving time. Napa is about 45 minutes from north to south. Sonoma has over 300 wineries and Napa has over 
500.

•  People. Sonoma seems to have a bit more laid-back attitude, but actually wine country in general is pretty laid-back. Both Napa and 
Sonoma appreciate visitors and are quite accommodating to guests.

•  Touring. It really takes several visits to wine country to get a feel for what the two counties have to offer. But, I think you can get a 
general idea of what Napa has to offer in a couple of days, whereas with Sonoma, you will need 3-4 days.  Heck it could take you a 
couple of days alone just to check out the Sonoma Pinot Noirs. 

•  Dining. Napa has more top rated restaurants than Sonoma, in fact in Yountville alone there are more highly rated restaurants than 
anyplace else in the world. But Sonoma has its outstanding restaurants and is a bit less expensive. If you have dined at Cyrus in 
Sonoma or The French Laundry in Napa, you know you will have an unforgettable dining experience. You really can’t go wrong and 
pretty much fi nd what whatever pleases your palate in either county.

•  Accommodations. Both counties have their share of ‘destination resort’ properties (inclusive of hotel, spa, fi ne dining and golf 
amenities – all on sight). And, both have the quaint bed and breakfast type properties. So, it is really just whatever your preference is.

•  Wine focus. Napa is clearly “Cabernet Sauvignon Country” whereas Sonoma is known for elegant Pinot Noirs. Both in Napa 
and Sonoma you can fi nd excellent Merlot, Zinfandel, Cabernet Franc, Malbec, Syrah, Petite Sirah, Sangiovese, Sauvignon Blanc, 
Chardonnay and many others. In general, Napa tends to be a bigger, bolder more robust style across the board. Sonoma tends 
toward more fi nesse, elegant and lighter in overall style. My favorites are the Napa Cabs and the Sonoma Zinfandels, Syrahs and 
Petite Sirahs. 

•  Tasting rooms. Sonoma is much more casual, intimate and laid-back. You most likely will take a pour from the owner or winemaker. 
The experience in Napa can be very congested and overwhelming in certain spots and at certain times, but offers any type of 
experience you wish for (i.e. both large and small).

•  Downtown areas. Sonoma has a ‘square’ that is very hard to beat with 
its charm and liveliness. You can fi nd just about everything in one 
square mile and is most defi nitely a ‘must see’. Most people don’t 
even stop in downtown Napa, or don’t even know that is exists. 
Yountville and St. Helena have become the places to stay in Napa. 
Sonoma County’s Healdsburg is a very popular stop for dining 
and shopping.

th 

Wine train: The Napa Valley Wine Train provides a relaxing three-
hour thirty-six mile round-trip journey between the historic town 
of Napa through one of the world’s most famous wine valleys to 
the quaint village of St. Helena and back. Photo courtesy of winetrain.com

photo courtesy of 
korbel.com
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Some quick facts:

 Sonoma  Napa

Tons of grapes produced 175,000 120,000

Number of growers 1,800 1,000

Population 465,000 155,000

photo courtesy of senior.com  photo courtesy of Rombauer.com
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experience life in grand style

RELAX IN STYLE IN ONE OF OUR 225 SLEEK GUEST ROOMS & ROTUNDA SUITES, FEATURING LUXURIOUS HILTON SERENITY® BEDDING.
PLAY IN STYLE IN OUR STATE-OF-THE-ART POOL & HEALTH CLUB.  •  WORK IN STYLE IN ONE OF OUR HIGH-TECH, DISTINCTIVE BOARDROOM SUITES.

ENTERTAIN IN STYLE AT A FABULOUS, FLAWLESS EVENT HOSTED IN ONE OF OUR FOUR ELEGANT GRAND BALLROOMS. 
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restaurants

Opus Prime Steakhouse
A Wine Spectator 
Award Winning Restaurant

ine and steak. Steak and wine. The two are as intertwined as yen and yang. 

The reasons why are more than superfi cial- good wine can make good food better. 

This is a fact that has not been lost to the folks at Opus Prime Steakhouse, who have taken 

great pride in crafting a wine list that provides the best selection and depth to provide a 

top-notch dining experience. 
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Opus Prime Steakhouse is recognized as Oklahoma 
City’s top wine restaurant by the writers of Wine 
Spectator magazine. Opus’s wine list features close 
to 1,000 selections, with excellent representation in 
California Cabernet Sauvignon and Oregon Pinot Noir, 
as well as offering top wines from France’s Bordeaux 
region and Italy’s Tuscany region. The wine list is far 
reaching in varietal selection, price, and year. Perusing 
the wine list will show good representation in all the 

major varietals, wines such as Cabernet Sauvignon, 
Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, and Merlot; a deeper 
exploration will uncover hidden gems such as Barolo, 
Cabernet Franc, and Malbec. Wine prices start at $24 
a bottle and extend upwards to $3,000 per bottle for 
the truly adventurous. Vintages reach back as far as 
1952 featuring wines from star vintages such as 1982 
and 2005 Bordeaux, 1997 Napa Cabernet Sauvignon, 
and 2008 Pinot Noir. Wine lovers of all sorts will fi nd 
something to love at Opus.

Attaining the Wine Spectator “Best of Award of 
Excellence” requires a special dedication to all things 
wine. First and most obviously, a potential applicant 
must develop and maintain a suitable wine list. While 
on the surface this might sound as simple as opening a 
checkbook and buying away, in reality it requires much 
more planning. A typical “Best of Award of Excellence” 
winner will offer 800 – 1,200 selections, covering most 
of the major wine producing regions and offering 
several mature vintages from top producers. In a smaller 
state like Oklahoma, there isn’t always access to premier 
wines and premier vintages, so adding these labels 
to the list requires good timing and a lot of patience. 
Maintaining verticals can be even more challenging. 
A vertical is a listing of multiple vintages of the same 
wine, usually from a top producer. Since suppliers are 
unlikely to stock older, more mature vintages, often the 
only way to procure lengthy verticals is to buy the wines 
when they are released and hold them for several years 
without selling them. 

Once a restaurant decides to pursue this level of 
award it is necessary and dedicate the time and money 
to secure and protect it. With wine inventories from top 
wine restaurants valued in the millions of dollars, it only 
makes sense to provide the best protection possible for 
the wine. The most important things in wine protection 
are laying the bottles fl at and maintaining a proper 
temperature. Storing wine in direct sunlight? Bad. In 
a hot kitchen? Bad. In a shoebox in your closet a la 
Sideways? Very, very bad. In a restaurant setting this 
protection must be functional as well as aesthetic. At 
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Opus, bottles of wine are suspended seemingly in mid-
air against a blue backlight; all contained in a showpiece 
glass case which is, of course, temperature controlled.     

Just as important as wine selection is wine service. 
Good wine service starts with the proper glassware. 
Believe it or not, drinking wine from the wrong 
glass can seriously impact the taste and perceived 
temperature of wine. Good glassware can make a 
good wine great, poor glassware can make a great 
wine terrible. Varietal-specifi c glassware emphasizes 
the positives aspects of the wine; the aroma, the color, 
the taste. Glasses are also shaped to hit the appropriate 
place on the tongue (sweet wines on sweet taste buds, 
etc.). A good glass will be rimless; if it has a rim the 
wine will build up around it and end up on the side of 
your tongue where you taste salt.  Restaurants with a 
top wine list should also offer commiserate glassware. 
Opus offers six different varieties of German crystal 
Riedel varietal-specifi c glassware.

The fi nal step in a well-rounded wine experience 
is the actual service of the wine. Since every wine 

changes on a yearly basis, continuing education on new 
vintages and new wineries is a must. A well-polished 
server will be able to converse with a guest about wine 
and food pairings, as well as know when it is proper 
to decant or aerate a wine. A restaurant that can 
combine a large and diverse wine list with superior wine 
service is eligible for the “Best of Award of Excellence.” 
Opus has won the “Best of Award of Excellence” in 
each year they have been open (est. 2007). Only 833 
restaurants world-wide have achieved this rare honor 
and recognition.    

Over the coming months Opus will be providing a 
series of articles delving into all aspects of wine. So until 
next time, cheers!

Opus Prime Steakhouse is located at 
800 W. Memorial Road

Oklahoma City, OK, 73114. 
Reservations are available at 405.607.6787 

and are recommended.
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CULTURE

Rediscover the Magic of 
Chihuly Glass

Dale Chihuly. Boat Floats. Detail. 2002.
Opens New Year’s Eve

Dale Chihuly 
(American, b. 1941)
Tabac Basket Single with 
Drawing Shards and Oxblood 
Body Wrap, 2008
12 x 13 x 11”
Photo by Scott Mitchell Leen
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art
he Oklahoma City Museum of Art’s collection of glass 
by American artist Dale Chihuly reopens New Year’s 
Eve. Exhibited on the third fl oor, ILLUMINATIONS: 
Rediscovering the Art of Dale Chihuly presents a fresh 

look at the Museum’s popular Chihuly collection. Redesigned 
in collaboration with Chihuly Studio, the newly installed 
galleries will incorporate a unique design that features a three-
dimensional approach to viewing some objects in the collection. 
The presentation will allow visitors to explore the large Float Boat 
and Ikebana Boat installations from all sides as well as includes 
viewing slots for the Reeds.

ILLUMINATIONS will be accompanied by a special exhibition 
on the third fl oor titled Chihuly: Northwest. On view through 
April 8, 2012, this exhibition will include glass sculptures by 
Chihuly inspired by Native American baskets; Chihuly’s personal 
collection of Native American textiles as well as photographs by 
Edward S. Curtis from The North American Indian Portfolio; and 
recent examples of Chihuly’s White series.
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CULTURE

“Join us on New Year’s Eve to rediscover the magic of the 
astonishing Dale Chihuly collection,” said Museum President & 
CEO Glen Gentele. “Every piece of glass in the collection was 
cleaned, condition reported, photographed, and documented in 
a way that simply had not previously been done, and I am thrilled 
to report that no damage occurred to any of the 3,500 glass 
pieces.”

In 2002, the Oklahoma City Museum of Art inaugurated its 
new home in the Donald W. Reynolds Visual Arts Center with an 
exhibition of glass and drawings by Dale Chihuly. Bolstered by 
enormous public support, the Museum purchased the exhibition, 
which included works from Chihuly’s best-known series and was 
anchored by the 55-foot Eleanor Blake Kirkpatrick Memorial 
Tower in the Museum’s atrium.

Illuminations: Rediscovering the Art of Dale Chihuly Collection 
+ Chihuly: Northwest celebrate the Museum’s 10th anniversary in 
the Donald W. Reynolds Visual Arts Center. Both exhibitions will 
open on New Year’s Eve, in conjunction with the Arts Council of 
Oklahoma City’s Opening Night.

Dale Chihuly 
(American, 

b. 1941)
Black Cylinder, 

2008
29 x 7 x 7”

Photo by Teresa 
Nouri Rishel
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artDale Chihuly (American, b. 1941)
White Soft Cylinder, 2010
21 x 16 x 15”
Photo by Scott Mitchell Leen
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–  Festivities include –

5 p.m.-10:15 p.m.
Museum Cafe 

New Year’s Eve Dinner
Reservations required

Patrons of the Museum Cafe will 
receive entrance to the Roof Terrace 

at 11:30 p.m. for a champagne 
toast and Opening Night fi reworks.

6 p.m.-8 p.m. 
Members’ Preview for Illuminations: 

Rediscovering the Art of Dale 
Chihuly Collection + Chihuly: 
Northwest on the third fl oor.
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7 p.m.-11 p.m.
Opening Night 

festivities at OKCMOA
Enjoy hourly performances by OKC 

Improv in the Noble Theater
Listen to jazz in the lobby by Bruce 
Benson & Studio B, 7 p.m.-9 p.m., 
and Maurice Johnson, 9 p.m.-11 

p.m.

8 p.m.-11 p.m. 
Illuminations: Rediscovering the 
Art of Dale Chihuly Collection + 
Chihuly: Northwest opens to the 
public. Free for Opening Night 

wristband holders and Museum 
members.

11:30 p.m.-Midnight
Champagne Toast on the Roof 

Terrace (Museum Cafe patrons & 
ticketed guests only)

Museum Cafe dinner patrons will 
receive a free ticket to the roof. 

For all other guests and Museum 
members, tickets to the roof are 
$10 each (includes one glass of 

champagne and the best view of 
fi reworks in OKC).

For more information, call 
(405) 236-3100, ext. 237 or 224, 

or the Museum Cafe at 
(405) 235-6262.
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Through The Looking Glass
The Art of Suzanne Wallace Mears

CULTURE

art

BY M. J. VAN DEVENTER

or more than 30 years, 

Suzanne Wallace 

Mears was content 

to use her paint 

brushes for bold, colorful, oil and 

watercolor paintings and ceramics 

that refl ected nature, animal 

and abstract themes. Her large 

circular one-of-a-kind, boldly 

colored ceramic platters became 

internationally famous.

She sold more than 7,000 of 

those plates in 25 years while 

they were being marketed by 

Matteucci Fine Art in Santa Fe 

and the Joanne Lyon Gallery in 

Aspen, Colorado. Some clients 

would order 24 theme-based 

plates at a time.
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Buyers included a Hong Kong banker who ordered 36 plates 
featuring whimsical Picassco-style faces, a Greek shipping family 
who ordered 24 for their yacht, a real estate millionaire who 
bought 24 for his sailing vessel in Maine, and a London oilman 
who commissioned 24 with an Australian hieroglyphics theme. 

Now, her one-time passion for the plates is a dying ember in 
ceramic kilns. Mears recalls, “The challenge then, was to take the 
same shape and see how many different ways I could solve the 
problem of painting in the round.” 

Today, her enthusiasm for her art is fi red by her work with 
fused glass. 

Even when the art glass movement began to emerge in the 
1980s, Mears was not intrigued. “I thought glass was interesting 
but completely foreign to me,” she recalls. 

But something happened to Mears as a new century 
was emerging.
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“I woke up one morning in February 2002, and decided I 
would take on glass.” It quickly became much more than an 
artistic diversion. I gave up ceramics, pushed painting to the 
closet of my artistic interests and discovered glass was an 
exhilarating adventure ~ “a challenging play on ideas and color 
and an unending creative mystery.”

Now, her fused glass creations consume 80 percent of her 
studio time. Painting is relegated to 20 percent. Until that early 
morning revelation in 2002, she had balanced painting and 
ceramics with experiments in color photography.  

artEventually, her growing fascination with glass prompted her 
to stop working in clay, sell all of her ceramic kilns and devote 
her talent to her unusual fused glass creations. She creates 
them in all sizes and shapes. Totems are a favorite theme ~ the 
tallest to date is 55” high. Others refl ect her recurring motif of 
exotic masks. 

Most of the glass pieces feature a variety of colors, shapes 
and textures, often accented with stunning slivers and traces of 
gold leaf. 

The glass pushes Mears. It is a catalyst ~ a spark ~ for 
creation. “I always wonder how hard I can tweak and play with 
technique. How hard can I drive myself physically in the scorching 
summer heat to place another card in the wall of unending 
creative mystery,” she says. 

Mears documents all of her art work, including each piece’s 
buyer. She loves to know where each piece of her fused glass 
now resides.

Looking at her glass creations, viewers are struck fi rst by the 
fi ery boldness of her colors ~ a palette refl ected throughout 
the 90-year old two-story Craftsman-style home in a quaint 
neighborhood she calls home in mid-town Oklahoma City.
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Her sprawling lush garden is also a study in color with its 
exotic fl owers, numerous mature trees, unusual water features 
and her glass art complementing nature. 

Linda Howell, owner of The Howell Gallery in Oklahoma City, 
has represented Mears’ kiln-fi red glass for almost two years. 
“She is an extremely talented artist and her work surpasses any 
glass artists’ work  I’ve ever seen,” Howell says. 

“Each piece of her glass art is unique and exciting. She 
defi nitely pushes the envelope in that medium,” Howell adds. 
“Our gallery represents 45 artists and Suzanne is fun to know 
and represent. I don’t know how she does what she does to 
make each piece so distinctive.” 

Mears says, “I love having art in my living space and 
garden. I change it around constantly so I always have a fresh 
surprise. I like having my art around because it gives me the 
opportunity to see how the art lives and breathes. Does it 
survive or not? If it doesn’t, then back it goes to the studio for 
some cosmetic surgery.” 

Color is not new to Mears. It has long been a catalyst for her 
life in art. “Even by the seventh grade I was very interested in 
taking art classes. I was always tuned in to color. I’ve never had 
a problem with imagination, color or composition. I have a very 
developed style. It’s very contemporary and defi nitely strong and 
fearless in design and color. There’s nothing quiet or subdued 
about my art.” 

Her current work is also showcased at the Pippin 
Contemporary Gallery in Santa Fe, in addition to the OKC Howell 
Gallery. For a brief time, she had her own retail studio in OKC and 
quickly realized she would rather be working in her studio than 
be a retailer. During the past 10 years, she has staged more than 
20 art shows in her beautiful art-fi lled home. Step through the 
threshold, and you know you are in an artist’s environment.

Her glass art is featured in numerous Oklahoma City homes, 
including the Oklahoma Governor’s Mansion, the Oklahoma 
State Capitol, the home of the University of Oklahoma President, 
as well as several health care corporations. Her glass art resides 
in residences and corporate settings in Chicago, San Francisco, 
Europe, Asia and Australia. 

Having now perfected her involved glass techniques, Mears 
revels in the variety the vibrant colors her glass art provides and 
says, “I have enough subject matter to keep full sails in the wind 
for a long time to come.” 
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Raj Ghat, Varanasi

RIVERWIND CASINO
Entertainment Awaits. . . 

For Tickets:
405.322.6464

Over 2,700 electronic games

47 blackjack & poker tables

1,500 seat Show Place Theatre

Food court, buffet and restaurant

After a night of great music & gaming, rest 

easy at the  Riverwind Hotel

Keith Sweat
Saturday, Jan. 14
8pm

Eli Young Band
Saturday, Jan. 28
8pm

Travis Ledoyt
Saturday, Jan. 7
8pm
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BY LINDA MILLER

Fabulous 
In Faux Fur

fashion

Fabulous 
In Faux Fur

aux fur is having a 

moment. A really 

big moment.

It’s one of the season’s 

must-have looks, one that 

can be embraced in a small 

way with fur-trimmed boots 

or more dramatically with a 

faux beaver sweeping coat.
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“It seems there is no better way to add 
a piece of luxury to your everyday look 
than with a faux fur item, whether that 
comes in a great scarf, vest -- or if you 
go all the way -- with a coat,” said Alex 
Bratton, fashion director for On A Whim 
at Classen Curve.

Pair one of these items with a simple 
black turtleneck and jeans or deck the 
halls in a cocktail dress and a faux fur 
cropped jacket. It’ll add a bit of glad to 
any season, she said.

Not much escapes the faux fur touch. 
Handbags, boots, gloves and hats. Vests 
and scarves. Jackets and coats. Pillows 
and throws.

Part of the appeal is that faux fur 
can be made to look like mink, fox and 
other animals. A real leopard coat is 
unthinkable, but women will buy or wear 
something in faux, such as a cheetah-
print jacket or zebra-print scarf, because 
they like the look, style and statement it 
makes.

All of the pieces seem to be coming 
together for faux fur’s big moment. 
More designers are embracing the 
synthetic material. Faux fur was all over 
the runways during the fall shows in 
New York. More celebrities are refusing 
to wear the real thing. One city, West 
Hollywood in California, recently banned 
the sale of fur clothing. The stigma of 
fake is disappearing. And let’s not forget 
about the quality.

Cindi Shelby, owner of Ruth Meyers 
in Nichols Hills Plaza, said the look and 
feel has improved so much over the years 
that sometimes it’s diffi cult to know if 
it’s the real deal or a great fake. Along 
with the look and feel of luxury, faux fur 
adds warmth but it’s not too heavy for 
Oklahoma’s more moderate climate. 

Below: Sanctuary long-haired faux fur vest worn with Chelsea and Violet open 
weave top and Cremeux tweed shorts, from Dillard’s.
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Gianni Bini faux fur 
crop jacket with 3/4-length 

sleeves and Gianni Bini pleated 
dress with bead accent, 

from Dillard’s.
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Faux fur’s popularity didn’t happen overnight, but it did take a big leap in 2009 when 

Chanel built its fall collection around the stuff. More faux started showing up on the 
runways and in stores. Macy’s has announced it will carry more faux fur this season. Faux 
also seems to have found its place on home shopping channels. Designer Naeem Khan’s 
new collection for HSN features several faux fur pieces, including a faux chinchilla jacket 
for $599.90. The fake fur is from French manufacturer Tissavel, known for its high-quality 
fi ber. Rachel Zoe delivers faux for less on QVC. Her faux fox vest sells for $88.

For those who prefer faux in small 
doses, choices are plentiful

“I do love the unexpected -- a little 
faux fur trim on bags, cuffs and collars, 
ponchos,” Shelby said. Those pieces are a 
natural fi t for a little faux update.

Fur has a timeless quality in that it can 
make a woman feel glamorous, Shelby 
said. “Faux fur can achieve that at a 
great price.”

Above: Sondra Roberts faux fur totes, 
from Ruth Meyers.

Left: Isda print blouse and infi nity scarf 
with Dolce Cabo beige crop jacket and 
Christopher Blue skinny jeans, from 
Ruth Meyers.

Photos by Justin Avara. Model is 
Jennifer Preston, Flash Models 
International. Makeup by Lilly Stone, 
Sooo Lilly Cosmetics.

on
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BY NOSEY PARKER OKC

STYLE

Organize 
Your Closet 

In 2012

t’s a new season. A new year is 

fast approaching. Time to make 

sure your wardrobe is well stocked 

with style basics.

I’ve put together a list of the eight basics 

every woman should own, but I hope it 

goes without saying that all these essentials 

should fi t well, show off your best features, 

and be of the best quality you can afford. 

After all, these are the items you’re going to 

wear and count on most.
Koslows from the exclusive St. John’s
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Once you decide to organize your closet, the 
hardest part is the fi rst step, committing to 
it. Once you commit, do it immediately. After 
that, the rest is easy; it’s simply a matter of 
learning the principles of organizing, following 
a sensible sequence, and visualizing and 
defi ning a precise objective. 

1. First, you’ll need three large trash bags:
•  Label each bag (you can write these words on 

masking tape and apply directly to the bag). 
1) “Trash”, 2) “Sell”, 3) “Donate”

2. Now, Music:
•  Listening to music can increase your motivation, 

just like when you’re walking that treadmill. Music 
helps to pass the time during diffi cult chores. 

3. Next, the rules:
•  If you haven’t worn it in a year, get rid of it. Sell 

it on EBay, give it to a friend, or donate it to the 
Salvation Army. Call them, they’ll gladly come pick 
it up, and give you a tax receipt. 

4. There’s more ...
•  Throw out all underwear over a year old.
•  Get rid of all fashion no-no’s: too low jeans that 

reveal your crack, tops that show your mid-section, 
tops showing too much cleavage, too tight clothes 
of any description, anything ripped or torn and 
scuffed and well worn shoes. 

•  Assess each piece of clothing and determine which 
garbage bag you should assign it to: 

 – Trash: Items that are irreparable 
(ripped, stained, etc.) 

 – Sell: Items that will bring you some cash.
 –  Donate: Items that you no longer want that are 

still in decent condition. Donate to friends, family 
or charities. 

 It’s All About Moi

Above: Eves & LuLu D’s
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5. You’ll need organizational tools: 
•  Storage boxes for sweaters to stack on the fl oor 

under your clothes, or overhead on the shelves 
above, or under your bed, and over the door hooks 
for belts and necklaces.

•  Organize your closet by classes and colors. Within 
the class category, divide into tops, jackets, skirts, 
pants, dresses, evening clothes. Then divide the 
classes into colors – white, ivory, beige, pink, red, 
blue, green, black, brown. One color fading into 
the next.

•  Now, shoes and handbags. It’s best to organize 
shoes by season, then divide into colors: boots, 
suede, evening, day, casual. I bought very 
inexpensive shoe racks that fi t perfectly inside my 
closet, Bags should be kept in their dust covers and 
stacked on top of the closet shelves, with evening 
bags in one area and daytime bags in another.

•  Hang your belts and jewelry on the over-the-door 
hooks you bought, belts by colors, jewelry by silver 
and gold.

6. One last note:
•  There are eight essentials every woman should 

have in her closet, regardless of age:
 – Black leggings
 – Black pants
 – Little Black Dress
 – Slim fi t jeans
 – Cropped jeans
 – Black boots or shoe boots
 – Black Jacket
 – Scarf in any color
 – White blouse
 – V-neck White & Black Knit tops or T’s to wear 

under your jacket. 

Guess What? You’re all set.
Organizing your closets can appear to be a 

daunting task. But with the right determination 
and well-crafted plan, you can work your way 
toward a well-organized closet – one that you 
won’t be afraid to enter.

Cascading photos: 
Nancy’s in Northpark Mall

Left: 
KUT Jeans from Nancy’s in 
Northpark Mall

Below: 
From DL 1961! The Emma 
Legging in Burn has a 
4-Way Stretch - 
360 Degree Comfort!! 
From Balliet’s

on
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Why do we say it’s comfortable to buy a car or truck from John Vance

Auto Group? There are many reasons.

Here are just a few...

“Where it’s Comfortable To Buy a Car”

Great Selection   We have the brands of cars and

trucks you’re looking for. Cadillac, Buick, GMC, Ford,

Dodge, Chrysler and Jeep. We also have an excellent

selection of preowned cars and trucks that we have

put through our multi-point inspection—so you

can be assured of their quality.

Great Prices   We’re a small town (family

owned) dealer located next door to the big city.

This gives us lower overhead and room to price

our cars and trucks less than the competition.

Great Service & Friendly People

Why do so many people leave John Vance

Auto Group saying that we make it

comfortable for them to buy? We’ve

selected a staff that believes that

“YOUR SATISFACTION” is all that

matters. At John Vance our people

are easy-going and not pushy.

We want you to buy now, and

again in the future. Our service

department is second to none

and certified for the auto brands

for which we sell warranty work.
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Exit 153 / I-35 • Guthrie, OK • (866) 259-2296

www.vanceautogroup.com

Convenience  We’re located just minutes from Edmond and

Oklahoma City, just off I-35. Most of our customers say they can

get to us quicker and faster than dealers that are located in the

metro because of stop and go traffic. Make the short and

carefree drive to John Vance and you’ll be glad you did.

Express Service  Our convenient service center is

open on Saturdays, and you don’t need an appointment.

We’re fast and courteous. Try us and see.

Lifetime Powertrain Warranty

Every qualified new car or truck sold at

John Vance Auto Group comes with

a Lifetime Powertrain Warranty.

This is our way of providing you

with a little more peace of mind

about your purchase.

Dealer Connections

We’re connected with

other Vance Auto Group

dealerships in Oklahoma

and Texas. If we don’t

have what you’re looking

for in stock we can get it.
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VISIT www.ionok.com and receive the

FREE digital edition
Download to your desktop or iPad

lifestyle • culture • entertainment
Content comes to life with 

search | links | email | archives
and much more

Combining the best
features of traditional 
and online publishing

ion Oklahoma Online | Nichols Hills Plaza | 6465 Avondale Drive | Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73116 | 405.607.0930

Available in the 
iTunes store under
magcloud app

You’ll never look at a magazine the same way again.
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Vicki L. Jones

PEOPLE

The Oklahoma Woman Veteran of the Year

icki Jones got the best surprise 

of her life when she was named 

“Oklahoma’s Woman Veteran of 

the Year” in a ceremony several weeks ago. 

“It was a surprise but it was also a great 

honor,” Jones says.

Vicki at a ceremony 
honoring other veterans 

in the military.
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The event is sponsored annually by the United 

States Department of Veterans Affairs and the 

Oklahoma State Department of Veterans Affairs. 

The recipient of the award is chosen by that federal 

agency. That day, October 29, was proclaimed 

by Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin as “Women 

Veterans Recognition Day.” 

This year’s program featured a variety of speakers 

including: U. S. Air Force Major General (Ret.) 

Rita Aragon, Oklahoma Secretary of Military 

and Veterans Affairs; Dr. Patricia Hayes, Chief 

Consultant for the Women Veterans Health 

Strategic Health Care Group at the Department 

of Veterans Affairs; and Brigadier General (Ret.) 

Wilma Vaught, President of the Women’s Memorial 

Foundation in Washington, D.C. 

The occasion was emotionally stirring for Jones. 

“Women came to that ceremony wearing their 

World War II uniforms,” she recalled.  The event 

confi rmed for Jones she had made the right career 

decision for her life.

Vaught has been a guiding light for Oklahoma’s 

women in the military. It was her dream to have a 

memorial to women in the military. That memorial, 

designed by Marion Gail Weiss and Michael 

Manfredi, was selected by a national competition 

in 1989. It is now at the entrance to Arlington 

National Cemetery in Washington, D. C. 

Jones, now a Guthrie resident with her husband 

Paul, both retired career military personnel, grew 

up on Air Force bases in Massachusetts and 

England as the daughter of a career Air Force 

Senior Master Sergeant. 

After her father’s retirement, her family moved 

to Kansas, Oklahoma, where she fi nished her 

schooling. Her mother was a nurse and she had 

three siblings, one of whom, her brother Joe Glass, 

always wanted to be in the military but his physical 

limitations prevented military service to his country. 

“I always knew I wanted to be in the Air Force,” she 

said in a personal interview, “but at 19, I didn’t know 

who I was. I wasn’t comfortable in my own skin.”

Above: Paul and Vicki L. Joes with Samuel Morgan, Vicki’s son.
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Painting Below:

Former Oklahoma State Senator Enoch Kelly Haney painted 
a portrait titled “Heritage of Valor” depicting Vicki as a 
Native American woman warrior with a shadow of her as a 
helicopter pilot in the background. The painting featured a 
military woman past and present. 

Haney also did a T-shirt design for members of the Oklahoma 
Women who marched in the dedication of the memorial in 
October 1997. The original painting can be seen at the 45th 
Infantry Division Museum in 
Oklahoma City.

PEOPLE
She attended Draughon’s Business School, 

which landed her a reception position with the 

Inter-Tribal House for alcoholic Native Americans.  

While working at the Inter-Tribal House, she met a 

Native American, Robert Alexander, who eventually 

encouraged her to join the Oklahoma National 

Guard. 

Jones had been attending Native American 

ceremonies, including sweat lodge experiences. “I 

needed to know my destiny, so I went to a vision 

quest in a sweat lodge. What happens there is, you 

either have a vision of your future or you give up. 

My vision was of an eagle carrying the American 

fl ag.  That was March of 1978. I joined the National 

Guard and the rest is history.” 
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She attended Offi cers Candidate School, 

graduating in 1980 and was commissioned as a 2nd 

Lieutenant in the U. S. Army Medical Service Corps. 

Jones served in the National Guard for 28 ½ 

years, 21 ½ on active duty. During that time she 

attended the Army Rotary Wing Aviation Flight 

School, becoming the fi rst female aviator in the 

Oklahoma Army National Guard, and the fi rst 

female Native American pilot in the U. S. Army. 

Her last fl ight was in February 1994. She retired 

as a Senior Army Aviator with more than 1,500 

hours of fl ight time as a pilot. 

The couple married 16 years ago and have lived 

in Guthrie for the past 15 years. They had known 

each other through the National Guard and 

her Army service and eventually friendship and 

common likes and dislikes led to marriage and a 

blended family of four children.

While their military achievements are pleasant 

and rewarding memories, their life today is fi lled 

with motorcycle travel to some of the major tourist 

sites in the country.

They are also involved in the Patriot Guard Riders, 

an organization of 200,000 veterans who preside 

at veterans’ funerals, or other occasions where their 

presence is requested by veterans’ families.

“We stand with the fl ag, or serve as escorts for 

veterans, ride in the cortege to the cemeteries.  

This Christmas season, we are helping the citizens 

of Ft. Smith, Arkansas make wreaths for every 

military grave at the National Military Cemetery. 

What greater honor could there be than to serve 

our fallen veterans?” 

Attending the event with Vicki were her husband, 

Samuel Gordon, Vicki’s son; and her brother, Sonny 

Glass and his family.

Above: 
Paul at a ceremony honoring other veterans in the military.

Photo credit should go to Master Sergeant Kendall James, of 
the Oklahoma National Guard headquarters.
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Welcoming 2012 in Downtown Oklahoma City

Opening Night 

uring the last hours of 2011, 

after spending the evening 

enjoying live music, dancing 

and performers all throughout downtown 

Oklahoma City, thousands of Opening Night 

revelers will gather in the Myriad Botanical 

Gardens to welcome the New Year.
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Due to construction, the Opening Night fi nale 
will be held in a new location this year – the 
Myriad Gardens Grand Lawn. Headlining band 
Smilin’ Vic and the Soul Monkeys will entertain 
the crowd with their high-energy rhythm and 
blues starting at 9 p.m. at the Myriad Gardens’ 
Grand Lawn stage. This high-energy band is 
known for its dynamic performances, infusing 
their music with soul and dance.  

“The fi nale is an electrifying way to ring in 
the New Year, and what better place to have it 
than the Myriad Gardens,” said Christina Foss, 
Opening Night director.  “We are so excited 
to celebrate the countdown to midnight at the 
Myriad Gardens this year! It’ll be the perfect 
backdrop for our Finale Ball and spectacular 
fi reworks show. We can’t wait to see everyone 
enjoying the newly-renovated park on one of 
the most exciting nights of the year!”

The Finale Countdown begins at 11:30 p.m. 
with a sound and light show. To increase 
the anticipation and emotional peak of the 
midnight hour, lights will go out all across 
downtown areas to include the Myriad 
Gardens, buildings and parking garages. 
Police cars, fi re trucks and a helicopter will get 
involved with sirens and fl ashing lights. 

events
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As the fi nal seconds of 2011 tick off, the 
traditional 10-foot mirrored Finale Ball will be 
lifted at least 15 stories above the street crowd. 
When the clock strikes midnight, one of the 
most extravagant, intense and long fi reworks 
shows, will help Oklahoma City welcome the 
New Year. The fi reworks will be shot from the 
top of the Sheridan-Walker parking garage.

Opening Night wristbands, on sale 
now, allows attendees into all the venues. 
Wristbands are $8 in advance or $10 at the 
event, with children 5 and under are admitted 
free. Wristbands are available beginning 
December 5 at 7-Eleven Stores of Oklahoma, 
metro Homeland stores, MidFirst Bank 
locations, Science Museum Oklahoma or 
at the event.  

Performers at Opening Night include some 
of Oklahoma’s best and brightest stars like Cori 
Emmett, Brianna Gaither, The Maurice Johnson 
Band, and FM Pilots. There’s more than music, 
as spectators can catch a heart-pounding bout 
of the Oklahoma City Roller Derby, laugh at the 
impromptu comedy of the OKC Improv group, 
and be amazed by master illusionist David 
Thomas and his award-winning, Vegas-style 
World of Magic show.

The children’s area will include a lineup of fun 
for the whole family. Children can come play 
on a colossal infl atable obstacle course and 
delight in the antics of the Bricktown Clowns 
and Face Painters.

Opening Night is produced by the Arts 
Council of Oklahoma City. Co-chairs are Heide 
Hartfi eld and Ray Allen. In 2011, 60,000 people 
gathered at Opening Night. In 2009, Opening 
Night was named Best Party of the Year by the 
Oklahoma Gazette. 

CULTURE



 ionOklahoma DECEMBER 2011 /JANUARY 2012  63

For more information about Opening Night, 

visit www.artscouncilokc.com 

or call 405-270-4848.

The Arts Council of Oklahoma City is a non-profi t 501 c(3) organization 

dedicated to bringing the arts and the community together through 

free or low-cost cultural events and a variety of arts outreach activities 

that impact underserved populations. Each year, Arts Council events, 

programs and services reach nearly one million residents and visitors 

to the Oklahoma City community. The Arts Council of Oklahoma City 

receives funding from the Oklahoma Arts Council and is an Allied 

Arts member agency. The Arts Council of Oklahoma City is sponsored 

by Chesapeake Energy Corporation and Devon Energy Corporation, 

MidFirst Bank, The Oklahoman, Ozarka Coffee and Water Service, 

and Sonic – America’s Drive-in. For more information, 

call 405-270-4848 or visit www.ArtsCouncilOKC.com.

events
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BY NANCY CONDIT

Behind the Scenes

Rehearsing 
The Nutcracker

reparation for this season’s Nutcracker 

began last summer, with open auditions 

for the children on August 27th.  Saturday, 

November 19th was one of the regular 

Saturday rehearsals for the children, 

and some of the company members as 

Oklahoma City Ballet prepared for its 

annual traditional performances of 

The Nutcracker ballet at the Civic 

Center Music Hall. 

CULTURE

Yui Sato and Sarah 
Chun rehearse during 
the angels portion 
of “The Nutcracker.” 
Photo by Nancy Condit
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Thirty party boys and girls – two casts for the children, ten to 
12 or 13 year olds, dressed in pink, light blue, deep blue, and 
eggplant leotards for their division and white tights with pink 
ballet shoes for the girls, and black tights with white T shirts and 
ballet shoes, for the boys, divide themselves into two groups, 
sitting on the fl oor.  They and the company face a wall of mirrors 
in the brightly lit studio.  They have come into studio B for weekly 
Saturday morning rehearsals for three months with artistic 
director Robert Mills and ballet master Jacob Sparso. 

An assemblage of older offi ce chairs and a couple of folding 
chairs face the dancers.   Beside them is a table with the DVD 
player which provides the music from last year’s performance, 
and can give a visual example to make a more intricate point.  
Mills gives examples, like how to hold their new dolls, to the girls, 
dressed in his trademark blue bandana, tied pirate style around 
his head, and casual street clothes.

The company members sit or stand around the outside of the 
room, waiting for their roles as parents in the opening scene.  They 
rehearse in small groups or by themselves, follow another dancer’s 
steps, work out -- some sitting in forward splits for both men and 
women, talk quietly, wait, and check cell phones.  Some wear 
sweat shirts, sweat pants, or leg warmers to keep their muscles 

CULTURE

warm and prevent injuries.  Their dance bags are beside them.
Party children rehearse for an hour and a half.  The boys and 

girls of cast A rehearse this Saturday, and cast B the next.  Mills 
directs both sitting and standing, calling the children by name 
or “dear” if they need to pick up the pace. There is applause 
from the class and thanks from Mills when one student reminds 
Mills that one of the girls wasn’t there last week, that’s why she 
doesn’t know what group she belongs in. 

He asks Fritz, Clara’s brother, “Would an upset emotion be a 
fast emotion or a more brooding, angry emotion?” when 13 year 
old Clara has a new dress and he doesn’t have anything special.  
He asks how the girls would react when the boys run over to 
tease them.  How would they look if all of them crouched with 
bent knees. “It wouldn’t look natural,” he says.  They decide who 
will crouch with bent knees, and who will duck standing.  One 
of the company’s alternating three Claras, danced by company 
members, rehearses with the two Fritzes.

Mills reminds both the older children and the company that 
this is the third month of rehearsal, not the third week. When he 
rehearses the boys after the girls, he tells them to “Get it together,” 
prompting them with “It’s a skipping dance.”  He vocally provides 
the tapping drum for their music when they run over to the girls.

Some of the 
young ladies who 
rehearsed as little 
angels. They will 

carry a prop in “The 
Nutcracker.” Photo 

by Nancy Condit
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He uses humor to give direction and express his frustration.  

He talks out his frustration when asking for quiet in a room with 
50 children and company members.  After clapping hands three 
times with the children, and their clapping back, he looks at the 
company and says, more to himself, “…and you’re talking things 
out among yourselves…,” proceeding with the rehearsal.

At rehearsal midpoint, Mills asks the children, without sarcasm, 
if they’ve woken up from their luxurious breakfasts of waffl es and 
maple syrup, saying, “We don’t want a zombie ballet.”

At the end of one of the adult angels’ dances, he says, “You 
should dance with a pleasant expression on your face, not as 
though your feet hurt.”  In the next run through, they are pleasant.

When one of the dancers playing a father catches the dancer 
playing Fritz, Mills reminds, “Will you be there for her?  You 
weren’t once.”  The dancer assures him he absolutely will.

After rehearsing the boys in the skipping dance, he asks them 
if they will be there for him at the performances.  Yes, they will, 
they all nod.

Members of the Oklahoma City Ballet members took time 
during their preparations for The Nutcracker to discuss what 
it’s like to dance for both Ballet Oklahoma and the OKC Ballet, 
choreograph a classic, and to dance it.

Stephanie Foraker-Pitts, who has danced with both Ballet 
Oklahoma and Oklahoma City Ballet, and is married to the son of 
Laura and Bryan Pitts, is familiar with dancing for both companies. 

“Under Bryan and Laura Pitts, former New York City Ballet 
dancers, and artistic director and assistant artistic director of 
Ballet Oklahoma, I danced more in the Balanchine style.  Since 
Robert Mills has become the artistic director, there has been 
more introduction of contemporary ballet.  Both have been great 
experiences for me as a dancer,” says Foraker-Pitts.

Together and married for seven years, Anton and Darli Iakovlev 
– he’s from Russia, she’s from Estonia, 
are happy to sometimes fi nish each other 
sentences.  They both agree that The 
Nutcracker is “like a Christmas tradition.”

Asked what it’s like to dance for the 
same company, Anton replies, “It’s fun.  
We can go over stuff at home.”  

“I really enjoy it since we’ve known 
each other so long,” Darli says.  They 
pause to discuss how long it’s been.  
They will dance the Arabian Coffee 
divertissement.  “It‘s always nice to have 
a chance to dance together.”

Above: Fritz, Mackenze Mellen, and Clara, company member 
Callye McCollum, dance at the opening party. Both parts have 
alternating dancers. Photo by Nancy Condit

Above: Artistic director Robert Mills shows the party girls in 
Act I how to hold the dolls they’ve just received. Photo by 
Nancy Condit

Below: Party boys dance, playing soldiers, 
at the Christmas  party that opens “The Nutcracker.”
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How does dancing for the same company affect them at 
home?  Anton responds fi rst.  “It’s something fun to talk about.” 
Darli says, “I feel happier if rehearsal goes well, and if it doesn’t, 
it’s nice to have someone to talk about it.  I think we do separate 
our professional from our personal life.”

Asked about The Nutcracker, they both “feel it’s a Christmas 
tradition – a part of Christmas.”

You Sato, from Japan, has been dancing different roles in 
the ballet since he was 12 in dancing schools and professional 
companies.  He danced it in Japan and Holland when he was 
studying dance.  When asked how he kept it fresh, he replies, 
“I keep improving, so I can get different and better roles.  This 
year” – his fi rst with OKC Ballet – “I’m dancing a different 
version of the Cavalier than I’ve danced before.”

“It’s hard to switch from one partner to another.  There are 
so many differences between Miki Kawamura and Sarah Chun 
– balance and body type.  They dance differently – they have 
different training.”

“I have to dance every day, so I will be tired.  I’m building 
stamina by rehearsing every day,” says the 23 year old. He gives 

the example of dancing the Cavalier at a matinee, again at night, 
and again the next day at night, as well as smaller roles.  

Abraham Artus, who, at 12, dances as one of the party boys, 
said, “Some people at school are kind of mean to me because I 
dance, but it creates a lot of muscle, so I fi nd that it’s manly.  I 
like to move, and the technique of it is fun – how you hold your 
body to make it look beautiful, and the hard work.”

Mackenzie Mellen, at 12, is dancing her fi rst role as a boy, 
playing Clara’s brother, Fritz.  “It’s something you really have to 
learn how to do.  You’re so used to the fl owing movements of a 
female dancer.  A boy is strong, but still fl uid.”

Six and a half year old Kennedy Fine “loves to dance.  It fi ts my 
personality, and you do dance performances.  I really like to do 
pirouettes and passes.”

Eight year old Caroline Price will also play an angel.  “I like it 
because it’s fun and if you do a Nutcracker you meet new people.  
I like to do split leaps and tour jetes.

For information about the OKC Ballet visit 
www.okcballet.com/tickets.html or call 405.848.TOES

performing artsCULTURE

Below: Darli Iakovleva rehearses with other members of the company as an angel in “The Nutcracker.” 
Some company members rehearse in sweats to keep their muscles warm and prevent injuries. Photo by Nancy Condit
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SAVE
huge discounts

on exclusive offers for quality

products, services, events &

attractions available in your area!

SIGN UP TODAY

at www.5090deals.com 
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onREVIEWS

New Year, New Technology …
 New You

ith a New Year 

comes a new start, 

and we know what 

that means - the inevitable need 

to get organized (again) like 

we do every New Year.  But In 

2012, step out of your comfort 

zone and into the world of the 

newest technology to not only 

help organize your busy life but 

make the most out of your down 

time too!  Imagine lying on the 

beach in the middle of nowhere 

during your next vacation with 

the ability to stream movies and 

music directly to your tablet or 

smartphone through WiFi 

from your MiFi. 
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tech

Smartphones 
Remember the RAZR fl ip phones? They 
débuted in silver and black and made 
a huge industry splash when the hot 
pink RAZR launched. Well, this beloved 
phone is making a comeback of epic 
proportions.  Although not in hot pink, it 
is sleek, sophisticated, and powerful in a 
lightweight body.

This new RAZR powered exclusively by 
Verizon provides beauty and smarts- with 
a scratch resistant body made of Kevlar, 
powerful processor and high-speed 4G 
LTE internet compatibility that allows for 
quick access to anything. 

Are you ever concerned about browsing 
through your classifi ed documents 
without a secure device? With the RAZR’s 
top levels of encryption, your information 
remains secure. 

The smart actions function learns your 
typical daily schedule and tasks. The 
RAZR responds to your pre-set commands 
to automatically silence the ringer when 
you arrive at work, save battery power 
once you turn in for the night, silence 
your phone every time you walk into your 
local movie theater – and much more.

For those of you who’d like to sport 
a less-work and more-play phone, you 
might want to explore the Galaxy Nexus. 
Among its many smooth characteristics 
is the groundbreaking contoured glass 
display, which provides a more-than-
suitable viewing space for movies and 
videos. 

On top of viewing movies and taking 
video, feel comfortable taking just the 
Nexus on vacation- its camera offers a 
panoramic option and has a guaranteed 
zero-shutter lag. 

If you’re still looking for something 
else, look for the newest device to hit 
the market- the HTC Resound. HTC’s 
partnership with Beats Audio provides 
this device with one of the market’s 
absolute best noise cancellation earbuds. 
Translation: sleep on planes full of crying 
babies, hear your music over the loud 
treadmill sound when you’re working out 
and listen to your favorite music at your 
leisure. 

Regardless of your smartphone 
preference, you can’t go wrong with any 
of these devices’ snazzy specs.
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Tablets- XYBOARD
It’s said that one in three people will 

be on tablets by 2014 - no longer are 
phones the only device for an always on-
the-go lifestyle. Among the newest tablet 
offerings is the XYBOARD, which runs on 
Verizon’s blazingly fast 4G LTE network. 

Find the XYBOARD useful specifi cally 
for reading text and proofi ng documents. 
Use MotoCast to stream documents 
straight from your PC to the XYBOARD. 
You can even feel comfortable bringing 
your XYBOARD tablet around your 
children- it’s coated with a special splash-
guard for extra protection!

onREVIEWS

Other Hot Devices – 
MIFI, ACTV, Jawbone 

There are several gadgets heading into 
2012 that are must-have’s to increase 
your productivity at work and give you 
the added features to make the after 
5’oclock hours more fun.... 

A MiFi device creates your own 
personal mobile hot spot wherever you 
are.  The MiFi provides you with at-home 
wireless speed at any location and runs 
on the Verizon 4G LTE network. The 
tiny device is about the size of a stack 
of credit cards, so you can literally take 
it from your corner coffee shop to any 
corner of the world. 

Once you power down your MiFi you 
should check out Motorola’s newest, 
tiniest device, which is not only sleek, 
but functional, and is light as a feather, 
almost literally! 
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Tinier than a once-bulky iPod, the 
MotoACTV can hold plenty of music 
for any occasion and can double as a 
multitasker’s wrist watch. Who wouldn’t 
love to go from the gym to the offi ce with 
just one device! 

The MotoACTV breathes new life into 
the typical smart music player- it actually 
learns the songs that make you work 
harder during workouts and plays them 
more often-  new year, smarter music 
player, toned-up body! With its built-in 
heart rate monitor, this device tells you 
every single statistic - distance, pace, 
calories burned, etc. through a Bluetooth 
headset. If you are one who suffers 
from the typical holiday weight gain, 
this device will help you “kick-box” 
into a new year. 

And fear not, the MotoACTV syncs 
with your PC.  A dashboard of your stats 
will keep track of your progress. The 
MotoACTV has direct integration with 
the RAZR and the XYBOARD. Double-
up on devices to view incoming calls, 
answer or reject calls, and see incoming 
text messages - all while you’re on the 
treadmill, walking your dog in the park, or 
getting to that important client meeting 
with time to spare. 

For those of you who’d like a little 
something different and distinctly unique 
to start off the New Year, the Jawbone 
Jambox will get the party started no 
matter where you are located. 

No other speaker on the planet has this 
kind of user-recognized technology- every 
single time you plug it into your computer, o a

it personalizes your preferences. You can 
be the entertainer for any crowd, for any 
occasion. Be known by your friends as 
the «life of the party» without having to 
provide a cheese plate. 

To the business savvy user, be the 
employee who is prepared for the ever 
important conference call by using this 
portable device as an instant business 
tool to participate in meetings on the go. 

As you are looking towards making 
your business life more productive and 
your personal life more fun, think about 
how the devices mentioned can help you 
achieve those goals for 2012. To fi nd 
more information on these devices, 
visit your local Verizon store or go to 

www.verizonwireless.com.
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The Proof is in 
The Lyrics

A Conversation with 
Oklahoma’s Own 
John Fullbright

BY TOMMYE HENDLEY WALTMAN

he fi rst time I met John Fullbright was at 

an after-hours jam held at Gary Smalley’s 

BBQ joint in Chandler about 5 years ago – 

small crowd, good music.  My husband had 

seen him a few months before and said “you really 

got to see this guy”. John was just a young 19-year 

old, but ever and always wise beyond his age – the 

proof in his soulful lyrics you would swear were 

being channeled from a more aged, experienced 

man, sometimes heartbroken, sometimes in love, 

sometimes effusive over the birth of a child.

WoodyFest July 2009 photo by Vicki Farmer
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THW: Take us back to the beginning and your earliest 
introduction to music and the piano. Did your mom 
‘encourage’ you to take lessons and did you grow 
up in a household with music, i.e. are your parents, 
grandparents or siblings musical? 

JF: Nobody in my family played music, except my 
mom could play a few songs by memory. I remember 
she could play Sunrise, Sunset on the piano. I thought 
that was just the saddest song, even at a really young 
age. I remember the sadness kind of hitting me in the 
gut and seeing the piano not just as the big wooden 
box that made wonderfully awful noises. I think that’s 
when I began to really sit and try to fi nd those ‘sad’ 
chords and ‘happy’ chords and any interesting accidents 
in between. Not that I knew what they were, but you 
fi gure out that three notes make a kind of emotion. 
I think we forget sometimes the depth of emotion a 
little kid has, and how they perceive the world in such 
a stronger way. If I listened to Sunrise, Sunset today, 
it wouldn’t be the same song to me. Kids feel things 
differently and search for outlets. The piano was my 
outlet at a very early age--at 5 or 6. Around that time, 
my mom asked me if I wanted to take piano lessons. 
Looking back, I fi nd this a similar question as asking a 
6-year old girl whether she wants to join a convent and 
dress up in fun clothes. I said, ‘sure’, and that turned 
out to be a 12-year contract I couldn’t get out of. I loved 
my teacher, though, even though we fought pretty hard 
the fi rst six or so years. 

THW: Did you play other instruments besides the 
piano as a child or was your extensive diverseness 
developed in later years? What is your favorite 
instrument if you HAD to choose one? 

JF: I always thought the guitar was a ridiculous idea 
until I was about 12. I thought, ‘why go learn that little 
thing when THIS thing’s got a whole ocean of notes’? 
Then again, you can’t carry a piano around, and all of a 
sudden girls started looking different and smelling nice. 

It was around that time I fi gured I needed a leg up, so I 
asked my mom if she would string her old closet guitar 
for me. She said she would on the terms that I got my 
grades up. I got them up, she got it strung, and that’s 
probably as good as I ever did in school since then. I still 
think the guitar is second to the piano, but it has certainly 
helped me along. Apologies to all guitar players. 

THW: Tell me about the fi rst time you performed in 
front of an audience. 

JF: Probably a piano recital. I remember playing some 
sort of Easter song with the word ‘hop’ in the title 
and the music ‘hopped’ along in a nice simple way. I 
would then have to play those recitals once a year for 
the next 11 years. I stayed just as nervous about them 
throughout the years as the fi rst time I played one. 

THW: At the risk of sounding cliché, who were and 
are your biggest infl uences? 

JF: It probably is cliché, but it’s a pretty important 
question. And, at the risk of my sounding cliché, I would 
have to say Dylan. Mom had a pretty extensive record 
collection of middle-of-the-road pop stuff. I remember 
really latching on to that Dylan’s Greatest Hits with his 
blue curly-headed silhouette on the cover. That, and 
a Bobby Bare album of Shel Silverstein songs called 
Lullabys, Legends and Lies. Between that album and 
most of Shel’s children’s books, I had a real appreciation 
for his tidy meter and bittersweet characters. Those are 
stories anybody can latch on to, young or old. 

But I have to say Townes [Van Zandt] was probably 
the one that lit the fuse. There were a couple of his 
songs on a mix tape somebody made for somebody else 
that happened to be in my car for whatever reason. The 
fi rst real song I remember hearing was probably “Dead 
Flowers” (a Rolling Stones cover, little did I know), then 
“At My Window”, a wonderful song that’s more of a 
long sigh at the end of the day. But the most important 
one was probably “St. John The Gambler”. That was 
the fi rst song I heard that gave a beginning, a middle, 

For those few out there that may not be familiar with Mr. Fullbright’s work or life, from the perspective of 

not another musician, but rather as a fan and for the love of his music – 

I introduce you to himself, Mr. John Fullbright:  
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and an end that brought you back to the beginning. I 
understand now that that’s a pretty common writing 
tool, but at that moment, I realized there was so much 
more going on in his writing than I gave it credit for. 
After searching backward through the songs I’d already 
heard, I realized I was almost hearing different songs. It 
takes a while to train your ear to fi nd it all, but that was 
my devotion. Even now I can listen to a Townes song 
I’ve heard a hundred times and some new metaphor or 
literary trick will pop out at me. That’s when I decided 
I wanted to get serious about this songwriting thing – 
when I was shown it was something to get 
serious about. 

THW: I know you’ve been performing out of the 
country some over the last couple of years. Which 
one is your favorite, and do you have to modify your 
repertoire in any way? 

onENTERTAINMENT
Regency, Texas, April 2009 photo by Vicki Farmer

JF: Well, I’ve really only been to Canada and Holland. 
Holland is great -- they really love music over there. 
They’re a lot more subtle about showing you they like 
something, though. I found out later that if you see 
somebody tapping their foot to what you’re doing, then 
you’re doing a pretty good job. They really listen and 
try to fi gure out what you’re trying to say. Sometimes I 
think it might be easier to pass out lyrics before a show, 
but I think the point gets across. 

THW: Do you prefer playing to a large audience or 
a small, intimate crowd? 

JF: A large, intimate audience. {grin} 

THW: There’s been quite a change in the music 
industry lately, i.e. self-managing, promoting, 
producing, etc. What are your thoughts on the 
changing industry and how do you handle it? 
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JF: From what I understand, this is really not a great 
time to try to do any of this, especially as a song writer. 
Singing my own songs helps, but gone are the days of 
the guy that can quietly write a million dollar hit for Mr. 
Sinatra. You’ve got to get out there, you’ve got to stay 
out there, and you’ve got to sing. All the old ways have 
toppled and record companies are becoming a thing of 
the past (I’m told). Honestly, I know just enough about 
the business aspect of it to give me a headache. I’m just 
trying to write good songs. 

THW: I don’t think you’re really a ‘label’ guy, but how 
would you describe your genre? 

JF: John Fullbright music. 

THW: What is your favorite original song and why? 
and your favorite cover? 

JF: My favorite original is usually the latest song I’ve 
written. There are so many different songs from others 
that mean so many different things to me.....that’s a 
hard one to answer. It’s easier to compare it to food. 
Some people like chicken soup when they’re sick, 
some people like steak on Sundays. Nobody wants to 
eat the same thing every day. Luckily, I’ve got a 5-star 
restaurant in my pile of records. Today, I like 
Randy Newman. 

Above: 
House Party, Cushing, OK November 2009 

photo by Tommye Hendley Waltman
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THW: So you have a new cd coming out soon.....
when? Where did you record and was there any specifi c 
inspiration for your new work? 

JF: The new cd should be out (hopefully) sometime 
in April. It was funny to me because I walked into 115 
Recording in Norman to make a couple of demos with a 
band of guys I like. Several hours later, I walked out with 
half of a really energetic, mostly live and completed 
album. You never know what will happen when you 
walk into a situation like that. I just surround myself 
with great musicians that I trust (Terry “Buffalo” Ware, 
Giovanni Carnuccio III [I love saying his name], Wes 
Sharon) and out came the start of a really great record. 
The album will be a mix of new songs and a few old 
songs that never really got the “band treatment” they 
deserved. Still, a few live solo songs, though. I hope 
you like it. 

THW: I’m pretty sure I will.

This was my fi rst attempt to interview a person on 

a professional level and without hesitation I knew 

who to request to be my subject. I consider John 

Fullbright an approachable virtuoso who has on 

more than one occasion humored me by graciously 

agreeing to perform a song I wrote; allowing me 

to share a piano bench with him ‘til 5:00 am; and 

generously submitting to my requests for a favorite 

song whenever we see him. And he can write a song 

at a stoplight, literally.  Thanks, John.

Interview: (noun) a conference, usually with 

someone important. – and he is. Go see him fi rst 

chance, then you’ll get it.

Johnfullbrightmusic.com on
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ncient Biblical Artifacts 
To Make World Premiere 
at Armstrong Auditorium

The Armstrong International 
Cultural Foundation announces 
the world premiere of two of the 
most signifi cant artifacts ever 
discovered in Jerusalem. “Seals of 
Jeremiah’s Captors Discovered!” is 
an archaeological exhibition of nearly 
three dozen artifacts from Israel’s 
First Temple period and will be on 
display in the Armstrong Auditorium 
beginning January 16, 2012. 
 Discovered by archaeologist Dr. 
Eilat Mazar, the artifacts include two 
clay seals, called bullae, which were 
unearthed only a few yards apart. 
According to their inscriptions, the seals 
belong to two princes mentioned in 
Jeremiah 38:1, a chapter that describes 
the princes’ attempt to kill the prophet 
Jeremiah.  
 “It’s not often that such discoveries 
happen in which real fi gures of the 
past shake off the dust of history and 
so vividly revive the stories of the 
Bible,” Mazar said.

Seals of Jeremiah’s 
Captors Discovered

 Above:  Jehucal Gedaliah bullae, Gabi Laron Institute of Archaeology, 
Hebrew University, courtesy Dr. Eilat Mazar

Pottery Handles with ancient Hebrew 
inscriptions, courtesy Dr. Eilat Mazar
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Edmond’s Herbert W. Armstrong 
College provided support for Mazar’s 
excavations in the City of David and 
at Solomon’s wall.

“We are honored to be involved in 
Dr. Mazar’s work. These tiny artifacts 
validate Jeremiah’s account and 
provide overwhelming proof of the 
accuracy of the biblical record,” stated 
college president Stephen Flurry.

Other artifacts including fi gurines, 
royal seal impressions, and one of the 
largest ancient vessels ever found in 
Jerusalem will be on display.

Brent Nagtegaal at Mt Olives 
credit Armstrong International 
Cultural Foundation

Left: 
Brent Nagtegaal and Brandon Nice 
sifting credit Armstrong International 
Cultural Foundation
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To mark the grand opening of the 
exhibit, a special concert will be held 
at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 15, 
2012 in Armstrong Auditorium. The 
Jerusalem Celebration will feature 
music and artists from Israel; Pianist 
Orli Shaham, Violinist Itamar Zorman 
and others. Tickets are on sale for 
as low as $28. Ticket holders enjoy 
admission to the exhibit beginning at 
1:00 p.m. 

The exhibition is free and open 
to the public from January 16, 2012 
through October 16, 2012, at 
Armstrong Auditorium.

Below: 
Eilat Mazar with 3 large Pithoy found in 

Solomonic Complex in Jerusalem, courtesy Dr. Eilat Mazar

Below: Edwin Trebels close-up credit Armstrong International Cultural Foundation

7th-6th Century BC Figurine heads found in City of David 
in Jerusalem, courtesy Dr. Eilat Mazar
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For more information call (405) 285-1010 
or visit ArmstrongAuditorium.org.

The Edmond-based Armstrong International Cultural Foundation is a non-
profi t humanitarian organization on the campus of Herbert W.Armstrong 

College. The foundation and college are named after Herbert W. 
Armstrong, whose Ambassador College entered a 50-50 partnership with 

Hebrew University and the grandfather of Dr. Eilat Mazar, Dr. Benjamin 
Mazar, in 1968 to excavate the southern and western walls of the Temple 

Mount in Jerusalem, which now form the largest section of the 
Jerusalem Archaeological Park.

events

Armstrong Auditorium: Credit Aubrey Mercado
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Diane Stockton
Owner, Northwest 

Building Supply

Soon, valuable relationships were formed.  And on a solid foundation of trust, Cliff ’s business, then called Northwest
Roofing Supply, expanded into other building materials.  Soon, carpet, tile, wood flooring and blinds became a staple of
the company with a new showroom and name, Builder Resource Center.  These new product lines not only energized
builders, but more importantly, provided homeowners the opportunity to remodel their homes.

The turn of the century brought more growth.  In 2000, a millwork division was born serving clients in need of interior
and exterior doors, trim and hardware.  Northwest Building Materials set up shop on 5th street, the same area where
the business can be found today.

In 2003, the NRS Group would diversify again with granite countertops.  And within five years, our granite division
grew to one of the largest fabrication shops in the state.

Now, with so many divisions and names for one business, the name Northwest Building Supply was chosen to represent
the countless building and remodel products and services offered by the original owners, Cliff and Diane Stockton.

5535 NW 5th • OKLAHOMA CITY •  405.946.0500 • www.NorthwestOK.COM

Our Story

t was a humble beginning.  More than a quarter century ago, Cliff Stockton dreamed
of  having his own successful business in the roofing and home improvement industry.

And it all started with one truck, a reroofing job in Oak Tree and a heavy dose of faith.
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ur 
projects

Builders and installers know the level of
excellence.  And now, designers and
builders are partnering with NW
Building Supply to craft some of
the most enviable remodel and
building projects in the country.  We also
offer our own design team.  That’s important,
because Cliff and Diane Stockton understand
no matter the size of your project, it’s one of the
most important investments a homeowner can make.

Cliff and Diane will never forget the beginning.  And now,
they invite you to share their passion for the amazing projects
that lie ahead.

NW Building Supply Company.  

YOUR ONESTOP DESIGN AND REMODEL PARTNER.
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DESIGNon

Country French 
Transformation

Kitchen and Dining Room
of Joe & JoAnn Pierce
Duncan, Oklahoma

Preparations for the holidays are underway at Joe & JoAnn 
Pierce’s Duncan, OK home as Sherry Gossett-ASID performs a 
redesign project to the dining room and kitchen areas.
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BY SHERRY GOSSETT, ASID

herry Gossett, ASID, shares one 

of her many remodel-design 

transformation projects from 

longtime client, JoAnn Pierce’s Duncan, 

Oklahoma home. 

Find out what’s going on in southwest 

Oklahoma as the old is transformed to the 

new, Country French style.

Right: To add more kitchen space the adjacent sunroom 
was converted to a breakfast area with the addition of 

a drink station across the east wall.
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When longtime client, JoAnn Pierce 
decided it was time for a more functional 
kitchen, she called on me to be her 
designer. Jo and JoAnn, of Duncan, 
have two grown children, Nikki and 
Kelsey, who are now married. With their 
expanding family, the Pierces wanted 
to have a warm, inviting, and dramatic 
space where they could entertain and 
enjoy each other’s company. They decided 
to create a space that would not only be 
more functional, but elegant, striking, and 
at the same time, a homey atmosphere. 

The project began by totally gutting 
the kitchen. Pedro’s Custom Cabinet 
Shop of Duncan built the cabinets. Pierce 
desired a center island with a farm sink 
and dishwasher and she also wanted an 
attached bar height counter area where 
the cook could visit with people sitting 
at the bar. Pierce wanted a free-standing 
Kitchen Aid® stove with a spigot added 
to the back splash for fi lling pots. 

DESIGN

Kitchen area with an attached bar 
height counter area where the cook 
can visit with those sitting at the bar.

Dining Area with a table large enough for the entire 
family. The project was designed in a Country French style.
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Another goal was the need in the 
kitchen for additional space. This goal 
was achieved by converting the adjacent 
sunroom to a breakfast area and an 
addition of a drink station across the east 
wall. Included in the drink station are a 
wine refrigerator, icemaker, and sink with 
bookcases above. 

Pierce wanted a dining area with a 
table large enough for the entire family. 
The project was designed in a Country 
French style. A color scheme was 
selected consisting of rich reds, black and 
gold. The walls were fi nished in a light 
yellowish-gold glaze. 

The cabinets were painted by special 
fi nish painter Phil Jackson of Midwest 

City. A three-color process was used 
on the cabinets. After distressing, an 
undercoat of warm brown stain was 
applied followed by black lacquer and 
topped off with a rich red and lastly 
sanded to show all three colors. The 
black lacquered kitchen island, breakfast 
room drink station, and china cabinet 
in the dining room used a two-color 
process with a stain base and black 
lacquer top coat that was also sanded to 
expose the layers.

Client collaboration is the key to any 
design project. Accessorizing completes 
the job with JoAnn Pierce’s personal 
fi nishing touches. “We love our new 
kitchen. Our family and friends like the 

rich red and black cabinets, the new 
wood fl oors, the lighting fi xtures. So 
many compliments!”

Thanksgiving was a test of the 
kitchen’s functionality. “We cooked 
and served twenty-seven relatives with 
turkey, dressing, and the works. It was 
an amazing event with continuous 
smiles and laughter. We look forward to 
entertaining because our kitchen works 
and is so beautiful. The updates to the 
dining room and breakfast area are user 
friendly, too. Many thanks to Sherry 
Gossett and her exquisite imagination 
and designing tips. We are very pleased 
with our makeover,” Pierce says.

Cabinets were built by Pedro’s 
Custom Cabinet Shop of Duncan, OK

on



92 ionOklahoma DECEMBER 2011/JANUARY 2012



 ionOklahoma DECEMBER 2011 /JANUARY 2012  93

on
S

O
C

IA
L

 IS
S

U
E

S

Edmond Memorial High School Students 
Pledge Not To Drive And Text 

amily, Career, & Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) students from 

Edmond Memorial High School were introduced to a very serious road 

hazard at their 2011 summer national convention.  The problem is, in 

fact growing in America by leaps and bounds.

Above: Miranda Jones and classmates
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These students were so moved by what they learned about the 
dangers of distracted driving behaviors that they decided to bring 
the issue to the attention to members of their own community. 
Edmond Memorial High School teachers, Melinda Johnson and 
Marsha Swift also realized these same dangerous driving habits 
as their students, so together they decided to directly address this 
issue at the three Edmond High Schools with the hope to make 
the streets and roads much safer in their Edmond community. 

Research has shown there are over 8,000 car crashes every 
day from distracted driving behaviors.  8,000 car crashes everyday 
in America. The REASON?  Almost everyone driving a car today 
has a mobile phone and the when combined, it can be very 
dangerous. 

Nationally, AT&T and AAA have realized the growing numbers 
of distracted driving accidents and want to bring as much 
awareness as possible to these issues. There are certain states in 
America that have created laws that prohibit people from texting 
and driving. Oklahoma is not one of those states at this time.

On Friday, December 9, 2011 students at Edmond Memorial 
High School planned an all-school student assembly program to 
kick off a 60 day campaign in hopes to bring distracted driving 
awareness to all Edmond students.

During the assembly students watched a video presentation 
from AT&T titled “The Last Text.” It was very powerful with 
interviews from the Missouri State Police and several young 
people telling their tragic stories about texting and driving.

A young man’s life was forever changed just by texting “Where 
r u.” He was paralyzed from a car crash.

A young woman has to live with the knowledge that her sister 
died in a car crash while they were texting one another.

A young man was texting “lol” to his girlfriend while driving a 
car when he struck and killed a bicyclist.  

These personal testimonials are tragic and unnecessary and 
each of these could have been prevented if the drivers were not 
texting while driving.

During the assembly students were challenged to make a 
commitment to not text and drive. The FCCLA campaign theme 
was “Texting and Driving … It can W8.” Students were asked to 
sign a large banner that will hang in the school for the remainder 
of the school year as a reminder to all who committed to not text 
and drive as well as a motivator for others to follow suit.

Former TV sports anchor Robbie Robertson was the emcee for 
the assembly program. Robertson introduced the purpose of the 
assembly and explained that students were going to learn about 
the dangers of texting and driving,  He also iterated how texting 
and driving can become an unconscious habit when students get 

in their car. Robertson also said most people don’t realize the 
danger they are in until something bad happens or they think 
something bad will not happen to them.

Experts say that people who text and drive will eventually 
have an accident. And,  it’s not a matter of IF a person will have 
an accident, it’s just a matter of WHEN.

Jan Moran from AT&T and Chuck Mai from AAA along with 
Karen Benway from I-Promise.TV all spoke to the students in an 
effort to encourage them to take the pledge to not text and drive 
while explaining the importance of the issue.

This same student assembly program will be scheduled for 
January 2012 by FCCLA students and teachers at Edmond 
North High School and FCCLA members at Edmond Santa Fe 
High School. 

Each FCCLA student organization and teachers from each of 
the Edmond High Schools are to be commended for their efforts 
to make Edmond streets and roads safer for everyone. 
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Above: Marsha Swift, Cherrish 
Abinah, Britton Stowell, Baylee 
Maughan, Miranda Jones, 
Melinda Johnson

Left: Back Row L-R: Chris Saunders, 
Marsha Swift, Robbie Robertson, 
Karen Benway, Chuck Mai.  Front 
Row L-R: Shannon Taylor, Jan Moran, 
Cheryl Nichols, Cherrish Abinah

Below: Front Row L-R:  Savannah 
Wright, Moria Jamus, Morgan Evans, 

Kayla Charlson, Shannon Taylor.  
Back Row L-R: Marsha Swift, Kathryn 

Blalock, Anna Jackson, Summer 
Wright, Chris Saunders, Britton 

Stowell, Sarra Erb, Cherrish Abinah
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700 WEST MEMORIAL ROAD  •  405.755.9000  •  ESKRIDGELEXUS.COM

GREEN WITH ENVY...

…Is exactly how people will feel when they see you driving the radically advanced 
2012 Lexus CT 200h. Sinfully designed with an intense and aggressive stance, you 
won’t be caught picking flowers in this 42 mpg hybrid...making it the most fuel efficient 
luxury car available. Not to mention, with the multiple drive modes and rear double 
wishbone suspension, you’ll be able to handle any curve the road decides to throw 
your way. Drive the Lexus CT 200h today and make your friends jealous.

The 2012 Lexus CT 200h
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