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Publisher’s Note
Welcome to ion Oklahoma Online. We’re all about Oklahoma’s quality lifestyle,

“Like” us on facebook
facebook.com/pages/
IonOklahoma-Online

culture and entertainment. As one of Oklahoma’s fastest growing newsentertainment websites and online digital lifestyle magazines we at ion
Oklahoma are excited to report our opt-in subscribers now total 21,180 people. In
2012, our publication grew by more than 7,158 subscribers or 51.78 percent.
If you have just heard about this publication, you and your friends should visit
our website at www.ionok.com and judge for yourself. I recommend that you
browse two areas of our website, “Photo Galleries” and “Video Diaries.” If you are
a loyal follower of ion Oklahoma we will have two new special editions starting
soon.
Ion Music and ion Fashion will be published weekly and connect our
subscribers to feature stories and latest trends in each of these popular
categories.
At ion Oklahoma we are totally integrated into the world of social media and
provide you with that same beneﬁt of easily sharing our content with friends,
Facebook and Twitter.
During 2012 we published six issues of ion Oklahoma and 58,608 copies of
those issues were downloaded FREE to our loyal subscribers. It appears 2013 is
going to be a record-breaking year for double digit increases and growth.
We welcome your input so please feel free to contact me anytime.
Sincerely,
Donald B. Swift
Publisher, ion Oklahoma

follow us on twitter
@IonOklahoma
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ROBERT KNOTT:
ON HIS NOVEL, “ROBERT B. PARKER’S IRONHORSE,”
FAMILY HERITAGE, AND THAT ICONIC WEST ON FILM
“YOU GET MY MESSAGE? I MADE THE NEW YORK TIMES’
BEST SELLER LIST. PRETTY GOOD FOR A WESTERN.”
“FAN-DAMN-TASTIC!”
By Clif’ Warren

C
COVER

ONNECTIONS: The caller on the telephone was Robert B.
(Bobby) Knott two days after his new novel “Ironhorse”
was published. During the winter his agent sent me a copy
of the novel prior to publication while I was preparing this
magazine profile.
The formal portrait of the fresh author Robert Knott on the book jacket –the guy in
the wide-brimmed white cowboy hat - caught the new Bobby to perfection. Over the
past years he had worn several different hats.
I tried to keep up with Knott’s career after his departure for Hollywood, and our paths
crossed time and again, largely because of his mother, the superlative actress and
consummate comedienne Martha Knott.
Because I was a part-time arts critic and editor for various magazines and
newspapers, Martha Knott, continually cast in various plays, was always in my
sightlines. At the time, though, I knew nothing of their exciting family heritage.
When I met Bobby Knott, he was in his late teens, had studied art for two years at the
University of Oklahoma and worked several months in the oil fields to earn a living
while he was attempting to officially start an acting career.
It was spring semester 1985, and I was head of the Creative Studies Department and
Director of the Artists-in-Residence at what was then Central State University. In the
position of Director of the Artist-in-Residence Program I was able to make a connection
with the prominent American playwright Milan Stitt, then developing a training
program for rising young writers at the famed Circle Rep Theatre in New York City.
Milan, who later was director of the famed Yale School of Drama, was able to come to
Central from Circle Rep for a brief residency that spring semester to teach and aid in
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did, and he was chosen for several of the plays. (Fellow
participating playwright and dramaturg, Pam Gold, also
in the class took Bobby’s headshot photo for the press
releases taken back then and included in this article.)
By the end of the spring semester three of the 30minute plays - Lee Reeder’s “A Hand Full of Wind,”
Pam Gold’s “Indecent Exposure” and Vic Purdy’s
“Weird Ducks” - were so polished everybody thought
they were good enough for DVDs. Rick Allen Lippert,
now of Lippert Media and esteemed teacher at
Oklahoma City Community College, agreed to
video the plays, even though we only had the use
of the school’s cameras with no budget. Lippert’s
expert videos and editing led to their debut on
KOCO-TV (Channel 5) in Oklahoma City.
Everybody was rewarded with a VHS tape.
That summer Bobby’s huge step forward came in
the form of the lead in an independent film written,
directed and produced by Tracy Letts, lately author of
the Pulitzer Prize play, “August: Osage County,” filmed
in the state this summer with an all star cast.

THE INTERVIEW
ION:

Young Robert Knott

the further development of the writing program in
Creative Studies.
Creative ferment spread like a prairie wildfire. We
started a creative writing and reading aloud class for
playwrights that became known as “Oklahoma Voices.”
Actors from the Oklahoma City community were invited
to come to Central and take on the roles as they were
being written. Bobby was one of the young actors.
Through a cooperative agreement with the third
iteration of the OKC Mummers Theatre, those days
located in an old re-fitted warehouse, and its Director,
Scott Myers, readings also took place there, as well as
the official staging of the plays in progress.
A fiery young actor with immense appeal emerged.
Bobby Knott was akin to James Dean, passionate in his
pursuit of the exact mood and intonation in whatever he
14 ionOklahoma FEBRUARY/MARCH 2013

How were you selected to continue the famous
western series created by Robert B. Parker?
KNOTT: As you probably recall Robert B. Parker wrote over 70
books before he died in 2010. Because Parker created
such enduring popular characters in his three original
series of novels—the Spenser detective books, the
Jesse Stone police chief works, and the Virgil ColeEverett Hitch westerns – the President of Putnam
Publishers, Ivan Held – was looking for writers who
could re-create Parker’s style and keep their lucrative
franchises going.
When Mr. Held telephoned me, he asked if I would be
interested in continuing the westerns.
ION:

Did you have any experience writing westerns before
you adapted Parker’s “Appaloosa” for the screen?
KNOTT: No, but I felt I had a good chance. I had read all the
books in the Virgil-Everett line before I began the
script for “Appaloosa” and concentrated on the hugely
popular “Resolution,” “Brimstone,” and “The BlueEyed Devil.”

Were you aware of a particular formula Parker
created?
KNOTT: No, but I had to emulate his style, which is very terse
and written in very short chapters. Minimal is
difﬁcult —much harder than I ﬁrst realized. It’s an
arduous process to boil it all down.
ION:

ION:

With his many best sellers and the massive
popularity of his “Spenser For Hire” TV series,
have his later books become more like packaged
deals, a set number of pages, limited scope, and so
forth?
KNOTT: So many words kept to a minimum, the books all run
roughly in the same category, under 300 pages.
ION:

Tell me about writing “Ironhorse.” Had any of the
story been outlined by Parker?
KNOTT: All of the books with my name on them are my stories
from page one, but I had to present preliminary
pages to be approved as I moved forward, which I
thought would be much easier than it was.

ION:

What in your Oklahoma background gave you
particular insights?
KNOTT: Growing up in Oklahoma, the people I worked with especially in the drilling business - spoke a certain
language and exposed a temperament that showed
an unspoken way of life. There was no reason to use
a lot of words.
They listened. They were courteous. Wise. And the
humor was always relevant. My family was that way,
too.

ION:

Ever since your teenage years you’ve been an
outstanding actor. I recall when we filmed Lee
Reeder’s script of “A Hand Full of Dust” and how
impressive you were. I still have the VHS tape and
have played it many times. Was that your first TV
work?
KNOTT: That summer was the ﬁrst time I was on camera. I
also was signed for my ﬁrst independent ﬁlm, written
and produced by Tracy Letts—now the eminent
playwright and actor—who wrote and produced it. It
was called “If I Should Die Before I Wake.”

ROBERT B.
PARKER’S
‘IRONHORSE’

BY ROBERT KNOTT
Robert Knott easily slips into the western mold of megaauthor Robert B. Parker, picking up on Parker’s spare graphic
style and Knott’s spot-on depictions of the Virgil Cole and
Everett Hitch territorial lawmen of the Old West are more
alive than ever.
As he did when he scripted Parker’s “Appaloosa” for the
popular award-winning movie, Knott sparks fast plot action,
and the laconic cowboy talk - often clothed in succinct
western analogies - should keep the minds of readers
actively engaged in what happens next.
Knott’s writing is all about characters in action. The pages
ﬂy by in short engaging chapters as the Virgil-Everett team is
ushering Mexican Wall Street con-artists via the “Ironhorse”
train to the border at Nuevo Laredo.
A red light signal of dangerous conditions ahead should
have ﬂashed when the Texas governor, accompanied by his
wife and daughters and their Pinkerton bodyguards, who are
securing as well a treasure trove of money, arrive to board
the “Ironhorse,” where Marshall Cole and Deputy Hitch and
their prisoners are.
Elsewhere, at Huntsville, “Bloody” Bob Brandice, whom
Cole and Hitch iced away for heinous crimes 12 years ago,
has escaped prison, along with a fellow escapee, John Bishop
Wellington. Now even the law’s team is in jeopardy - double
jeopardy.
With embezzlement in the works, shoot-outs and
mysterious alliances, the character-driven action courses
ahead non-stop.
Little wonder two days out “Ironhorse” is already a best
seller.
— Clif’ Warren
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Fill me in on your work as you journeyed on to Dallas and then
Hollywood.
KNOTT: I spent a lot time in Dallas getting small parts in ﬁlms and
working in the oil ﬁelds when roles weren’t available. Then I got
bigger parts, and when Dallas slowed down, I worked in TV on
“The Young Riders” and “Desperadoes” and went back to
Oklahoma to ﬁlm “Oklahoma Passage,” where I ﬁrst worked
alongside Rex Linn. Lots of westerns followed.
ION: Of course, acting and the arts had to be in your blood. Your
mom, Martha Knott, was always in the spotlight, and her family,
the brilliant “Standley Players” are now legendary. Tell me what
you inherited and learned from them.
KNOTT: Well, my aunts and uncles, grandparents, and my dad were all
committed to the hardcore work of being travelling players.
The troupe travelled with a huge tent from town to town
throughout Oklahoma. They followed the wheat harvesters,
providing the entertainment during the 1920s when there were few
or no movie theaters around and then on through the Depression
during the 1930s into the early 1940s.
The Standley Players could all dance, sing and act. They could
improvise on the spot and were great at comedy. They were
saturated with show business.
My Aunt Margery played the mature leading lady roles, Mom the
younger beauty, and their baby sister, Eleanor, was the ingénue.
And, oh, my dad’s dad headed up the largest cowboy marching
band in the world. But my Uncle Johnny became the most famous.
ION:

ION: Tell me about him.
KNOTT: Uncle Johnny went to the West Coast and travelled as a stand-up
comic with the Horace Heit Band, then with Red Skelton, Art
Carney and Andy Grifﬁth.
His comedy routine, “Get Out and Vote,” was the ﬁrst recording
to sell a million copies.

Top - Robert Knott’s Uncle
Johnny and his mother, Martha.
Middle - A young Martha
Bottom left - Martha at the
piano.
Right - the cowboy band.

Photos from the 2008 Appaloosa Photo Call at the Rome
Film Festival: Left - Bob Knott. Above and right - Bob
Knott flanked by friends Ed Harris and Viggo Mortensen.

ION: The upshot?
KNOTT: Mainly what I learned as the youngest, growing up in a
normal household and attending Mayfair, Taft, and
Northwest Classen was how much hard work and
commitment show business took.
But, on the plus side, I learned from the funny stories
how it brought with it a great deal of enjoyment and
love.
With acting, your reality—your mood, pleasant or
sad—is what you have to present to an audience, the
truths you’ve found out about yourself. That informs
everything that I do.
ION:

As a writer, do you have a list of western authors
you favor?
KNOTT: I love Larry McMurtry. I also have a greater
appreciation of playwrights now.
In writing screenplays characters are foremost. You
have to be with them moment to moment. When I
studied with Playwright John Bishop at UCO, and he
called out in class in 1985, “We need readers for these
playwrights,” I was already deeply into those plays
being written.
I respected and admired John Bishop as an actor
and writer, and especially as a teacher. He developed
my thought processes. He became a lifelong friend
later in Hollywood.

ION:

With “Ironhorse” in the bookstores, are you already
committed to future prospects?
KNOTT: I’m already writing the 22nd in the series.
ION: When you won the Western Heritage Award for the
movie of “Appaloosa” how did that affect you?
KNOTT: The Western Heritage Award, that was in my backyard.
So close to home was a big coup. I’ll forever be
grateful.
ION:

You’ve formed solid friendships with Ed Harris and
also Rex Lynn. Ed not only used you as scenarist for
“Appaloosa,” but also acting the role of his younger
brother in his much admired “Pollack” that brought
him a Best Actor Oscar nomination. How do such
close connections in competitive Hollywood
develop?
KNOTT: From the fact that we have Oklahoma ties. A particular
sensibility exists among us. An unspoken way. Being
comfortable with people means a safe place to work.
They have my back.
We have also mutually learned to put the camera
where the action is. If there’s a piece not moving the
story along, it doesn’t need to be there. The same is
true with writing.
n
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AND THEY WILL COME
Oklahoma casino resorts up the ante with luxury amenities

A second hotel and other amenities add to the appeal of Downstream Casino Resort in northeast Oklahoma.

S

lot machines and table games arguably are the
biggest draw at Oklahoma casinos, but many
have upped the stakes by offering luxury hotel
rooms, top-notch entertainment, fine dining
and spa treatments.
In late spring, the Firelake Grand Casino Resort in Shawnee will
swing open the doors to a new 12-floor hotel, outdoor pool, spa, hightech event center, Brazilian steak house and enlarged casino space. In
December, Downstream Casino Resort in the far northeast corner of
Oklahoma welcomed guests to its second hotel tower complete with
luxury and hospitality suites, a spa and indoor pool.
WinStar World Casino in Thackerville, the second largest casino in
the U.S., is adding two more high-rise hotels with completion expected
on one this year. Choctaw Casino Resort in Durant opened its tower
hotel and enlarged casino in 2010, and last year a new Gilley’s twostepped across the Red River for its first location in Oklahoma.

ENTERTAINMENT

By Linda Miller
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Right - The Neé Spa at Downstream Casino
Resort features a soothing whirlpool.

In 2012, Hard Rock Casino &
Hotel in Catoosa added a two-story,
non-smoking area and early this
year followed with a third hotel.
These casinos bill themselves as
resorts, destinations that attract not
only Oklahomans but regional
visitors and others traveling
America’s highways, and they’re
betting the expansions continue to
pay off.
With the opening of the Grand’s
hotel and other new amenities,
including a 9-hole golf course later
this year, the casino will be
transformed into an entertainment
destination, said Brad Peltier,
director of marketing and public
relations. Guests can golf, enjoy
fine dining, relax by the pool or at
the spa, take in a live concert and
try their luck at blackjack or the

slots without leaving the property.
The Grand’s new event center will
seat 2,500, twice as many as the
former space, and allow the casino
to bring in another tier of
entertainment. “We didn’t have
enough seats to have the names
we’re going to have now,” Peltier
said.
“The way we look at it, we offer

WinStar World Casino, the second largest casino in the United
States, is easy to spot with its supersize LED billboard.

entertainment. It goes beyond just a
building stuffed with slot machines.
There are only a handful of
properties, including us, across
Oklahoma that can say we’re truly a
casino destination,” he said.
The Grand on Interstate-40 is
owned and operated by the Citizen
Potawatomi Nation.
On I-35, the Chickasaw Nation

WinStar World Casino in Thackerville
has 6,800 electronic gaming machines.

owns Riverwind Casino in Norman
and WinStar World Casino in
Thackerville, just a wink from the
Texas state line. Northbound cars
with Texas license plates often are
two dozen deep as they leave the
interstate at exit 1 and fill WinStar’s
parking lots.
WinStar already has a hotel with
395 luxurious rooms and two more
500-room towers are under
construction. When completed, all
three will connect with the casino.
More budget-minded
accommodations are available at the
Inn at WinStar, a 100-room hotel
near the casino, as well as the
WinStar RV Park for those who
prefer to bring their
accommodations with them.
Along with a buffet and several
restaurants, including Toby Keith’s I
Love This Bar and Grill, WinStar

offers two fine dining options,
Capisce Ristorante Italiano and The
Grill. Capisce opened in October
and features home-style Italian
cooking. The Grill is an Americanstyle steak house.
The mega casino embraces an
international theme, so as visitors
go from one end to the other they
pass through Paris, London, New
York and other world-renowned
cities. Scattered throughout are
6,800 electronic gaming machines
and 122 table games.
Other amenities include Spa
Habitat and WinStar Golf Course &
Academy that features a 27-hole
golf course, cutting-edge programs,
putter fitting, practice studio,
fitness room, PGA Tour stimulation
studio, outdoor hitting bays and
outdoor grass driving range.
One of its biggest weekday draws

is the free senior breakfast on
Wednesdays and Thursdays,
complete with a live band. And
there’s usually dancing.
“Our focus is on providing an
entertainment experience for
WinStar World Casino patrons that
exceeds their expectations,” said
Wayne McCormick, general
manager. “While that includes
offering top-level gaming options,
we also strive to give patrons
luxurious accommodations and
services, popular music and comedy
acts, late-night entertainment
options in our new nightclub called
Mist, unique dining options as well
as recreational activities like golf or
pampering in a spa. We understand
our casino patron expects more than
gaming, and we plan to anticipate
and surpass their expectations.”
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The Cherokee Nation owns 18
casinos in Oklahoma.
Both WinStar’s 3,500-seat concert
venue and Choctaw Casino Resort’s
5,500-seat event center draw bigname entertainment, including
Oklahoma country superstars Toby
Keith, Reba McEntire and Blake
Shelton.
Entertainment, luxury
accommodations, spa treatments
and dining options are more than a
side note to these bigger casinos.
“Our guests are looking for an
overall destination experience,”
said Tammye Gwin, Choctaw’s
senior director of gaming. “Here at
Choctaw Casino Resort, we’re about
the very best in gaming, but we’re
also about offering our guests a
unique, diverse experience,
including great food options, a fullservice spa, an award-winning hotel
and live, world-class
entertainment.”
Choctaw Casino offers a 220-room
tower, along with the refurbished
Choctaw Inn and Choctaw Lodge,
46 table games, 3,500 electronic
games, Oka Spa, indoor and outdoor
heated pools, gift shop, women’s
clothing boutique, several
restaurants and the 1832
Steakhouse. The casino is also

A night view of the Choctaw Casino Resort in Durant.

home to the World Series of Poker.
“Our customers are looking for an
experience that is closer to the
Vegas-style experience with more
gaming and the ability to stay and
play longer, and that’s what we
offer,” Gwin said.
Choctaw’s expansion has been
good for the area, too. The resort
hired an additional 1,000
employees who are largely from the
Texoma area.
More than 250 miles northeast of
Durant’s big attraction is
Downstream Casino Resort, which
recently opened Kappa Tower, a
152-room hotel, the Neé Spa and
other new upscale amenities. The
new tower sits next to Downstream’s
original 222-room hotel.

An artist’s rendering of the new hotel at Grand Casino Resort
in Shawnee.

The luxury and high-end extras
were designed to enhance the
attraction of Downstream and
expand its reach beyond a 100-mile
radius. Downstream, owned by the
Quapaw tribe, is off I-44 where the
Oklahoma, Kansas and Missouri
state borders meet.
“We already had a first-class hotel
with first-class service,” said Steven
Drewes, general manager. “So with
the addition of Kappa Tower and
the Neé Spa we are now offering a
more well-rounded resort with a
greater choice of rooms and fine
amenities. Our guests definitely
have something special to look
forward to.”

Last September, Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Catoosa
opened a two-story, non-smoking gaming area with 500
additional electronic games, a poker room, 15 more
table games, a food court and a media bar. A third hotel
just opened, too, increasing the room count to 456.
Owned by the Cherokee Nation, Hard Rock offers
nearly 2,600 electronic games, multiple dining options
including McGill’s on 19, an upscale steakhouse on the
hotel’s 19th floor, convention space and a theater-style
event center where Jay Leno and Willie Nelson will
perform in March. Add to that an art gallery, jewelry store,
clothing store and a championship 18-hole golf course.
Other tribal casinos, and there are 116 in the

Above - Capisce is an upscale Italian restaurant
at WinStar World Casino in Thackerville.
Right - The 1832 steak house at Choctaw Casino
Resort offers a fine dining experience.
Below - An artist’s rendering of the new
Brazilian steak house at Grand Casino Resort.

state, have expanded at a slower pace or are at least
looking at possibilities. Oklahoma’s casinos range from
a few slots at a fuel stop to the second-largest in the
country.
Sheila Morago, executive director of the Oklahoma
Gaming Association, said she thinks there will be more
expansions as the resort and destination concept
becomes more popular in the state.
“They’re great staycations,” she said. “You don’t have
to go far to get a little luxury in your life.”
So, with luxury hotel rooms, fine dining, massages,
facials and superstar entertainment at several
Oklahoma casino resorts, who needs Vegas? n

ENTERTAINMENT
The single person’s guide to

SURVIVING VALENTINE’S DAY
Tips, tricks keep annual day of love from being miserable
By Heide Brandes

D

o you hate Valentine’s Day? Is this overlysappy reminder of how single you really
are make you want to crush flowers
under your boot, boycott the
colors red and pink or
punch happy couples in
the face?
You’re not alone.
Well, okay, you are
alone, but there are a lot
of other people who
feel the same way
you do. And,
believe it or not,
it’s doesn’t have to
be a bad
thing.

National statistics indicate there are 17 million people in
this country who are clinically depressed, and that 25 percent
of the population will experience clinical depression sometime
during their life. Depression can worsen during the holidays,
but Valentine’s Day can be especially agonizing to depressed
people who have lost relationships or a connection to people.
Dr. Murali Krishna, chief executive ofﬁcer of Baptist Integris
Mental Health and author of the book “Vibrant: To Heal and Be
Whole – From India to Oklahoma City,” said people can choose
to focus on positive emotions to help heal negative feelings.
“Stress negatively affects every single part of the body,”
Krishna said. “It causes problems with heart function, brain
function and every cell in your body. Using meditation and
relaxation techniques can help alleviate that stress and heal
the body. No one can make you happy. You are the only one
who can decide to become happy.”
Still, if you are single, Valentine’s Day reminds people just
how single they are. But, it doesn’t have to be a miserable
day. ION Oklahoma asked for the best tips for surviving the
holidays. From pampering yourself to sharing the day with
friends, the response we received was overwhelming.

Some of the best tips include:
PAMPER YOURSELF
Chrissy Smith-Lathrop, of Oklahoma City, is among those
who take Valentine’s Day as a chance to love themselves. She
ﬁnds time to do all the things she wants to do but doesn’t
have time to do usually.
“I took myself on a date. Got dressed up, bought myself a
rose plant, ﬁxed myself a dinner I wanted and saw a movie,”
Lathrop said. “Now, I take my youngest son out, and we have
McDonalds and he plays in the play area.”
Paula Bowen, of Oklahoma City, may not have planned a big
date for herself, but she did splurge a little. “One year, I
bought myself a pretty piece of jewelry,” she said.
Susan Clark, of Edmond, also treats herself to a special day.
Whether it’s cooking your favorite food or treating yourself to a
day of relaxation, there is nothing wrong with treating yourself
to a special night.
“I have a love affair with myself. I buy myself ﬂowers, cook
ﬁlet and have candles, jazz, a bubble bath and a good new
novel,” she said.
James Frazier, of Oklahoma City, said Valentine’s Day for
him is a chance to reﬂect on how to make himself happy, and
he uses the holiday as an excuse to reassess his life.
“It can be a day of bettering yourself,” Frazier said. “I like to
use it to examine who I am, and what I want to be. If I better
myself, I won’t have to worry about a lifetime of singleness.
The best relationships happen when you are satisﬁed with
your life.”

Sean Byﬁeld, formerly of Bartlesville, used to host a party,
but one with a slightly naughty twist.
“My single friends and I used to throw ‘Screw Valentine’s
Day!’ parties, and we always had a blast,” Byﬁeld said. “We
even continued a few times when we had signiﬁcant others to
show our discontent with this Hallmark holiday.”
Christine Woodall, of Oklahoma City, hosted a group dinner
and “singles only” party with all of her single male and
female friends at a restaurant and bar last year. Well
attended, the party is where she met her current male friend.
“It’s actually where I met Mike,” she said. “It was a blast.”
Tausha Walker, formerly of Oklahoma City, invites all her
girlfriends over for dinner, wine and girl time. She said the
bonding she receives from connecting with her female friends
makes Valentine’s Day enjoyable during her single years.
Leslie Shively Robinson, of Oklahoma City, gets lots of
special Valentine’s each year, but from a whole different
crowd.
“It helps that I’m a teacher, and I have 26 special
Valentines in my classroom,” she said.

JUST LIGHTEN UP
When it comes down to it, Valentine’s Day is just
another day. Many singles
(and couples)

STRENGTH IN NUMBERS
Misery loves company, but so does happiness. For those who
ﬁnd themselves alone on the romantic holiday, friends can be
more fun and more important than a date. Lots of
Oklahomans ﬁnd the day a good time to throw a party to bring
everyone together.
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choose not to participate or even notice the
romantic holiday. The stress of being made
to feel like you have to prove that you
are loveable is both insincere and
forced.
Andrea Jarman, of Oklahoma
City, is doing something she
enjoys instead.
“I’ll be at the Thunder-Heat
game! Being single for V-day
has never really been that big
of a deal,” Jarman said. “I
love the holiday, but I have not
ever been with anyone that
pampers me on that day. I’m 30
now, and my dad still sends me
ﬂowers.”
Kathy Dinh uses the holiday as an excuse
to make others feel good about themselves.
“My favorite thing to do on Valentine’s Day is to turn the
focus from feeling sorry for myself and instead do something
to make my other single friends feel loved, like baking them
cookies or buying them little gifts,” she said.
Loving yourself for who you are and realizing that
Valentine’s Day is just another day may be the best defense to
the V-Day blues.
“Ignore it. There’s nothing to ‘survive. It’s just an
excuse to sell cards,
candy, ﬂowers and
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jewelry and to guilt people into making what are
often contrived an insincere displays of
affection,” said Oklahoma City’s Kevin
Valliquette. “You ought to let the
people you love know it frequently,
whenever you’re feeling it, and
not have to be told to do so by
mass marketing machines.”
For Kristy Boone of
Oklahoma City, being single
for Valentine’s Day has left her
nothing but good memories.
Kristy Boone
She spends her time with loved
ones and family, and she said
sharing time with others is as
good as a date at a high-end
restaurant.
“The time shared with family and friends
and vested in volunteering, hobbies and personal
development is great,” Boone said. “Sharing those times with
a signiﬁcant other is also fantastic, but it’s a balancing act. If
Valentine’s Day is important to you, you can always help
people feel special.
“My belief is that Valentine’s Day is no different than any
other day,” she said. “It’s good to look for ways on a daily
basis to help people feel special and to extend acts of love.
n
Make every day Valentine’s Day.”

Unique

Valentine Gifts

Although the National Retail Federation says the
average person spends about $125 on the big day,
unique gifts for that special person in your life doesn’t
have to break the bank. However, people – especially men
– are big spenders for Valentine’s Day. They spend an
average of $169 on their sweetie while women spend an
average of $89.
No matter what your budget is, picking that perfect
gift is part of the tradition of this romantic holiday.
Whether you are on a budget or looking to splurge,
ION Oklahoma has some great gift ideas to please
your signiﬁcant other.

“Since ‘Emerald’ is the ofﬁcial Pantone Color of
2013, why not go with something vibrantly green?
Color has been trending since Kate announced her
engagement with a blue sapphire center gemstone
ring and the trend has become a mainstay over time.
Lots of pastel and vibrant color are more in demand
than ever before,” said Gordon.

Gift ideas for Women
You can’t go wrong with jewelry. Dan Gordon of
Samuel Gordon Jewelers said you don’t have to go
broke to wow her with bling. Diamonds may be a girl’s
best friend, but semi-precious stones like rubies,
garnets and sapphires go a long way in putting a
twinkle in your damsel’s eyes.

ENTERTAINMENT

I

f you think Valentine’s Day means
“very expensive,” think again.

Rub Her the Right Way. An easy, but much
appreciated, gift for that busy woman in
your life is a gift certiﬁcate for a massage.
Whether the coupon is for an hour-long
massage at a place like Elements
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Therapeutic Massage in Oklahoma City or a coupon for a
massage from you (a free, more personal option), having the
stress and worry of everyday life soothed away is a can’t-lose
gift idea.
Picnic It. If you are on budget this year, take your Valentine
to some romantic place she will never suspect rather than a
restaurant. Take a picnic basket loaded with treats, a bottle of
wine or champagne and candles. Don’t forget a couple of
blankets, a battery-operated CD player as well as some
romantic CDs. Drive to a place, like the lighthouse at Lake
Hefner, and enjoy a picnic for two. Surprise her with a
keepsake that you made yourself.
Do something useful. Does she keep putting off that oil
change? Is your girl still complaining about that food disposal
that doesn’t work? Does her car need a good cleaning?
Offering something that your lady actually needs may earn
more points than chocolate or ﬂowers. Red Carpet Car Wash
offers gift certiﬁcates for detailing services, as do plenty of
car repair or oil change stores. Get your buddy the electrician
to ﬁx her disposal at no cost to her.
Drink Up Love. If your love is a tea aﬁcionado, make a trip to
T, An Urban Teahouse at 7518 N. May Avenue in Oklahoma City.
Kristy Jennings will set you up with lovely teapots, a wide
selection of the best tea in the world, and even more fun little
items to make this day special. For the girl who loves wine, talk
to Vance at The Edmond Wine Shop for a selection of wines for
every budget. Get a sample pack of her favorite vino, pop it
open, and spend a night together over a glass of red or white.
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Gift ideas for men
A fun gift the music and sports lover in the relationship is
an experience you can have together, like going to a concert or
sporting event. Pick up tickets to a concert to upcoming tours
of Kid Rock and Bon Jovi or local bands at venues like the
Diamond Ballroom or Cain’s Ballroom. Tickets to an OKC
Thunder game are also a hot item. Make it an all-day thing
and hit one of Oklahoma City’s many local pubs afterwards –
try TapWerks in Bricktown or Saint’s in the Plaza District.
Passes to a gun range. H&H Gun Range is located off
Interstate-40 and Meridian Avenue 40 and has 55 lanes for
shooting that includes six Olympic air gun lanes, 12 pistol
lanes at 25 yards, 18 riﬂe lanes at 30 yards, 15 lanes for
archery at 20 yards and four lanes in the Techno-Hunt archery
simulator. Gift certiﬁcates are available at H&H ranging from
$25 to $250.
The future of our business seems very exciting and you are
the way, H&H stands for Hers & His because Jayne still
outshoots Miles.
Want a gift idea that’s both fun and sexy? Arrange a
surprise “bellygram” for your guy at his work or over dinner.
Aalim Bellydance Academy in Oklahoma City can send a
trained bellydancer out to entertain and “embarrass” your guy
with veils, swords and shimmying hips. These shows are
family-friendly, so you don’t have to worry about inappropriate
behavior, but it’s alluring enough to make him blush. Even
better, sign up for classes at the studio and give him your own

bellydance show.
A sample pack of Oklahoma’s craft
beer. Oklahoma is becoming a hot spot
for small, craft breweries, and for the
beer-lover in your life, this is exciting
news. Pick up a sample of signature
beers from Oklahoma’s breweries Coop
Ale Works, Black Mesa and Anthem
Brewing in Oklahoma City, Marshall
Brewing in Tulsa and Choc Beer out of
Krebs. Visit Grand Cru on Britton and
May in Oklahoma City to ﬁnd a good
selection of these state favorites, and
see our story about COOP Ale Works on
Page XX.
For the guy who loves ﬁshing, a
special gift could be a guided ﬁshing
tour at Oklahoma’s Lake Texoma. Lake
Texoma is a large body of water on the
Texas/Oklahoma border and attracts
around six million visitors per year.
Lake Texoma ﬁshing guides leave daily
from various areas on the Oklahoma
side of the lake. Be sure to look into
Kingston ﬁshing guides as many are
based in this small town.

For both of you
Make it a Journey. Instead of buying
things, buy yourselves an experience.
For the adventurous couple, Oklahoma
Skydiving offers skydiving lessons. The
Oklahoma City Boathouse District offers
kayaking lessons and events. Visit
Rainbow Travel at 2817 North Classen
Boulevard and book a weekend getaway
to Santa Fe, N.M. or Eureka Springs,
Ark., or at The Canebrake in Tulsa for a
romantic getaway that combines
adventure, food or lots of time to lounge
around in bed together.

Make it a Date. There is absolutely
nothing wrong with a simple romantic
date. Book a reservation at Rococo’s or
The Coach House in Oklahoma City or
Mango’s in Tulsa for dinner, wine and
conversation. Or, recreate your ﬁrst date
and spare no expense. Go the extra mile
and send a snail mail invitation a week
or so before Valentine’s Day to add that
extra spark.

Make Time. Both men and women can
appreciate having more time to relax or
do the things you never have time to do.
Consider giving a few hours of personal
concierge service, like Valerie Riley’s
The Riley Group in Oklahoma City.
Valerie and her staff can run errands,
pick up shopping, help organize, house
sit and more. In fact, The Riley Group
brags that “They give you your
Saturdays back.”
Make Memories. Create a year-long
calendar with photos of just the two of
you. Each month, include a few lines
about something wonderful that
happened that month. Ofﬁce supply
stores can insert spiral binding for you,
or look on the Internet. There are plenty
of sites that can create custom
calendars, like shutterﬂy.com
Cook Up Something Spicy. Are you
both foodies? Take a cooking class
together and create something
delicious. The Tasting Room in
Oklahoma City features executive chef,
Kurt Fleischfresser, one of the most
acclaimed chefs in Oklahoma City for
more than 20 years. Chef Fleishfresser
also teaches and demonstrates culinary
arts for those who like ION Oklahoma’s
Bon Appetite Web site and other cooking
sites. Classes are held once a month
and start at 6 p.m. with available wine
for tasting during the classes. Call 405604-3015 for reservations or visit
www.thetastingroomokc.com/index2.html.
—Heide Brandes
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A Love for Jazz
By Tim Farley

J
ENTERTAINMENT

eremy Gossett’s love for jazz music,
radio and conversation is about to
help him fulfill a longtime dream.

Gossett, owner of Gossett Productions, LLC, will
soon begin airing on KGOU an hour-long program
known as “Backstage Jazz” that features different
national, regional and local jazz artists and their
music. The dream of the radio show started three
years ago, but Gossett’s love for jazz began when he
was a child living in Duncan, OK, in the late 1980s.
“I was about nine or 10 when I started listening to
public radio,” he said, almost apologetically. “I
would listen to Jazz After Hours with Jim Wilke, a
nationally syndicated radio host, on KCCU radio
station in Duncan. That show and others I would
listen to brought to life so many different things I
had no clue about.”
Because of his fascination for public radio, and
jazz in particular, Gossett dreamed of becoming a
disc jockey someday.
“It wasn’t until I went to OU when I was in an
African Percussions class that I was exposed to a lot
of the things African American musicians were
doing,” he said. “There were people like Wynton
Marsalis, and I watched Ken Burns’ 13-part series
on jazz. I used that to write a ﬁnal paper during my
senior year at OU in 2006. I’m thankful for people
like that who planted seeds in me.”
To this day, Gossett still listens to radio jazz shows,
but now it’s with syndicated disc jockey Bob Parlocha.
“I was so inspired by all these shows I thought I
should try and do a local show that gives listeners a
better understanding of what this tune or that tune
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is about and why it’s important,” he said.
So far, Gossett, a videographer and editor by trade,
has completed eight one-hour shows and hopes to
wrap up the ﬁrst season of 12 shows sometime soon.
So far, he has commitments from KGOU in Norman
and KCCU in his hometown of Duncan.
“I want to be as creative as I can,” he said. “If I was
going to do something special, I knew I had to put my
money and my time where my mouth is. It’s really been
a labor of love that’s been a lifelong dream. I have a
lot of faith and conﬁdence it will all work out.”
When the shows air, it won’t be the ﬁrst time
Oklahomans have heard Gossett’s voice, especially
for OU football fans. Gossett has been the voice of the
Pride of Oklahoma marching band the past 12 years.

Obvious guests
Before starting on the project, KGOU program
director Jim Johnson asked Gossett to produce a pilot
program for the station.
When Gossett began looking for jazz musicians to
interview, his ﬁrst stop was the University of Central
Oklahoma Jazz Lab, which is known for quality acts
and shows. For the pilot, Gossett interviewed local
artists Michael Summers and the group Miss Brown
to You, and shot video of Summers in action at the
Jazz Lab.
“Michael Summers was so excited because this
isn’t being done locally,” Gossett said. “As we were
recording his performance, he asked me to come out
on stage and he told the audience what we were
doing. He told them they would be the ﬁrst to be
involved with a live recording and I got a standing
ovation. That was an encouragement to me.”

LOGO DESIGN: ROSEMARY BURKE

Ideas need money
Since then, Gossett has interviewed world renowned
trumpeter Arturo Sandoval, Grammy Award-winning
saxophonist David Sanborn and vocalist/guitarist Stacy Kent
among others.
After the pilot program was recorded and later reviewed by
KGOU’s Johnson in 2010, Gossett was given the green light to
begin recording the hour-long programs.
“When they heard the pilot, the station fell in love with the
idea of bringing in local and state coverage to the music
scene. At that point, I had to develop and ﬁgure out how to
produce such a monumental project,” he said. “During the
next two years I went hog wild covering every artist I could get
ahold of. We’ve done interview recordings, musical recordings
and we’ve featured existing albums.”
From there, Gossett began pioneering and perfecting the
show’s format to the point that “people will have an idea of
what to expect along with a few surprises,” he said.
At times, Gossett will throw in a few extras for listeners
including some not-so-well-known facts and tidbits about the
artists and their unique characteristics. As Gossett puts it,
the show will involve segments of conversation spliced
between musical selections.

As an independent producer and small business owner,
Gossett has been forced to bear the entire ﬁnancial burden.
However, there may be some ﬁscal relief on the way.
Gossett has applied for several grants from arts-related
foundations and individuals who “love music and want to see
the show happen.”
Along the way, Gossett has received some professional
engineering help that was beyond his scope of knowledge.
“We have the ability to produce the show,” he said. “It’s just
a matter of such a large time commitment. But I view this as
a public service to public radio where we educate the public
about artists and artist venues.”
Viewed as an American art form, Gossett said his goal is to
demystify jazz and “make it clear what the artist’s intentions
were. What we’re doing will be directed toward a niche market
with people who enjoy documentary conversation, the radio,
jazz buffs and musicians.”
Perhaps it’s a niche market now, but the goal for Gossett is
to attract a broad cross-section of listeners and more radio
stations willing to air the innovative jazz program. n
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FASHION

New colors and styles sure
to entice and excite
By Linda Miller

O

ne of the best things about winter is
that it’s followed by spring.

That means a new crop of lighter weight clothes
and accessories in beautiful colors and textures, fresh styles
and much-anticipated trends.
Get ready for bold black and white, softly tinted hues, shaped
jackets, a resurgence of sportswear, laser cuts fabrics, cropped
skinny pants, delicate prints, athletic details, emerald green
and renewed interest in blue denim.
Rita Manzelmann-Browne, senior buyer for Miss Jackson’s in
Tulsa, said there will be no escaping prints and color. Look for
both on jackets, skirts and pants, and don’t shy away from mix
and match patterns from head to toe.
Color blocking and geometric prints continue into spring, and
though it may seem unlikely for this part of the country, leather
is everywhere. It’s lighter and perforated, making it appealing
and more wearable in Oklahoma. Laser cut and perforated
fabrics, including leather, were a big trend on the runways.
Eden Turrentine, manager of Liberte, a women’s boutique at
Classen Curve, said laser cut is one of her favorite trends
because it can transform any garment.

Left - Sachin + Babi blue printed skinny pants and jacket,
available at Miss Jackson’s in Tulsa.
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“It’s a pattern that is literally sliced through material in
production, yielding either bare skin or sometimes a sheer
lining,” she said. ““This detail can look edgy or ladylike,
depending on how this technique is applied. We will see it on
jackets, blouses and dresses, making it an easy update for
most women.”
That subtle sexiness also comes across in window dresses.
“Sheer panels are everywhere this season, but I especially
like it in dresses,” Turrentine said. “The runway, of course,
gave us the look without much beneath it, but I like Temperley
London’s take on it this season with a delicate lining. All of
the sheer and airy look and none of the exposure.”
One of the strongest trends plays up two colors – black and
white. It can takes on a mod ‘60s look with daring horizontal
or vertical stripes to barely there accents of black edges on
crisp white.

Above - Rena Lange multicolor sheath dress and cotton
striped cardigan, available at Ruth Meyers.
Right - Dot anorak, chambray keyhole top and lace
miniskirt, all by Hutch and available at Ruth Meyers.
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“Large geometric patterns are also everywhere for
those who want a really powerful statement,” Turrentine
said. “It is an easy way to be chic this season.”
Not into geometrics and stripes? Delicate prints
similar to a toile offer a break from some of the more
visually aggressive trends, she said. These prints look
especially inviting in pretty shades of blue.
Cindi Shelby, owner of Ruth Meyers in Nichols Hills
Plaza, said she sees a return to sportswear with a
shaped jacket and a skinny pant that hits below the
calf or just above the ankle. And don’t be surprised to
see sleeveless jackets.
“I think they look darling and fresh,” she said.

Below - Josie Natori dresses and separates in prints and
fresh spring colors, available at Miss Jackson’s in Tulsa.

Above - Catherine Deane cobalt gown with laser-cut detail, available at Liberte.
Above right - Soft yellow leopard lace dress with window panels by Temperley
London, available at Liberte.

lue denim is another look that’s poised to be popular
again. “We’re seeing faded jeans, denim vests,
jackets and chambray shirts,” Shelby said. Call it the
fade to blue trend.

B

Athletic details and shapes such as baseball
jackets, zippers, mesh and raglan sleeves also
seem to be striking a chord. Those references show
up on everything from jackets to cardigan sweaters
and offer a nod to casual luxury.
Other trends include tunics, high-low hems,
baggy pants, swingy skirts, lace, back interest and
shorts that hit anywhere between the upper thigh
and the knee. Many of these clothes will have a
familiar feel, but with a few unexpected details so
they feel fresh and new.
And let’s not forget about color. Tinted hues of
spearmint, blush, blossom pink, sky blue, pale sage
and peach are a nice change from shocking colors,
though hot pink, cobalt, lemon yellow, tangy orange
and emerald command attention, too.
Emerald is Pantone Color Institute’s color of
2013, and no doubt there will be plenty of it, but
there’s a ﬁeld of greens this spring.
“It seems like it goes from really soft green to
bright, on-ﬁre acid green,” Shelby said. n
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TRAVEL
Rainbow Travel owner fullfills dreams

Life’s a trip
By Tim Farley and Don Swift

J

ay Musgrove is a secondgeneration dream maker
and he’s having a blast.

As owner of Rainbow Travel in Oklahoma
City, Musgrove puts together vacation
packages some people only wish for. But if
they’re willing to pay, he can fulﬁll almost
any travel desire.
“If somebody can dream it, I can see if I
have a contact who can make this special
something happen,” Musgrove said. “I have
a worldwide network of people who are
locally based in almost every city and can
provide any number of services such as
private touring, tickets to special events and
appointments with renowned people.”
In one instance, one of Musgrove’s
customers had a special knowledge about
art and wanted to travel to Italy. As a
result, Musgrove began searching within
his network for an Italian art expert.
“That’s what makes us different
from most agencies,” he said. “We
offer expertise and we offer a
network of hotels as well. We
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Opposite - Vintage promotional materials list what we would today
consider amazing bargains.
Above - A 1980 trip to Rome with A.J. and Marvene Musgrove featured a toga party
as entertainment.
Above right - Group photos are popular onboard cruise ships. The trip was hosted
by Jay Musgrove and Rainbow Travel.
Right - A vintage travel photo of Harry and Donna Kornbaum.

have a portfolio of the best hotels in the world. We make trips
happen from different perspectives.”
So, what’s on your bucket list?
For one of Musgrove’s clients, the dream centered on a trip
to Naples, Fla., with their own cabana by the pool. The cost
was a mere $500 a day.
Then, there was the trip to the Galapagos Islands, which are
500 nautical miles west of continental Ecuador, of which they
are a part. The islands and its surrounding waters form an
Ecuadorian province, a national park and a biological marine
reserve known for its gigantic turtles.
“I had a client who wanted to do the Amazon on the Ecuador
side and the hotel was in the middle of the jungle. One of the
interesting things about the hotel is it was made without
nails,” Musgrove said. “But these special trips don’t come
without a cost. The more special the request, the costlier it is.”
Other popular destinations include Hawaii, Italy, Asia,
Australia and Mexico, which is overcoming some of its bad
press for gangs, drug lords and mass killings.
“Most people have gotten the idea it’s not safe in Mexico,
but there are places you can go and be perfectly safe just like
in Oklahoma City,” Musgrove said. “Then there are the
wedding and honeymoon spots like Cancun.”
One of the new hot spots for travelers is India.
“That’s one of those up and coming spots,” Musgrove said.

“And Australia, that trip is always interesting.”
As people begin making initial travel plans, Musgrove is
quick to provide his clients with security advice regarding that
particular locale. In some cases, travel can be dictated by
political upheaval in foreign countries and warnings from the
U.S. State Department.
“We make sure the client is aware of travel advisories set
up by the U.S. government,” he said.
Hot spots for travel within the U.S. typically include Hawaii,
Las Vegas, New York City and Alaskan cruises that provide
salmon ﬁshing in the summer.
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Customer service
With travel information available at the press of a button,
many people believe they’re getting accurate data
immediately, but that’s not always the case.
The rub is most would-be travelers are overwhelmed by what
the Internet has to offer, Musgrove said.
“It (Internet) can give people wanderlust, but the photos
don’t always portray what a particular destination will be
like,” he said.
He should know. Musgrove has been to each of the seven
continents and he’s been traveling since he was a young lad.
“I was 4 or 5 when we ﬁrst went to Disneyland and I was 6
or 7 when we went to Berlin,” he recalled.
Musgrove’s father, A.J., was hired by former Rainbow Travel
owner Harry Kornbaum as an agency executive in 1961, and
his mother, Marvene, was hired the following year. In 1972,
Kornbaum sold the travel agency to First National Bancorp
and A.J. Musgrove was promoted to company president. Seven
years later, First National Bancorp was forced to sell the
agency due to a change in Oklahoma law. That’s when
Musgrove couple purchased the business.
From that point, the Musgroves hosted many fascinating
trips to historic, exotic and exciting destinations like Rome,
Italy. Also at that time, cruises were a hot ticket as Rainbow
Travel set the tone for educating Oklahoma City residents
about travel to all corners of the world.
The Musgroves also enjoyed teaching their son Jay about the
travel business, which he did not originally pursue as a
profession. Instead, He attended Oklahoma State University
and the University of Oklahoma to earn his architecture degree
in 1985. After his graduation, Jay started a small construction
company.
As he operated his new ﬁrm, Jay’s heart was
never far from Rainbow Travel. In the 1990s,
A.J. Musgrove recruited his son to assume

Rainbow Travel Agency, 2013.

ownership of the travel agency. Immediately, he followed in his
parents’ footsteps by hosting trips to the beautiful Canadian
Rockies and cruises on the Royal Caribbean Cruise Line.

Early Rainbow trips
When Kornbaum founded Rainbow Travel in 1938, he
immediately began booking tours to the upcoming New York
World’s Fair. A 13-day, round trip tour by train was $89.50.
Meals were optional and gratuities were not included.
Shortly before opening the agency, Kornbaum traveled to
New York and made 350 hotel reservations and
accommodations for Oklahomans that might, by chance,
travel to the world’s fair. By the end of the summer in 1939,
Rainbow Tours would ﬁll 340 of the 350 reservations.
The next Rainbow Tours would include train travel to the San
Francisco World’s Fair and excursions into Mexico.
In 1939, University of Oklahoma alumnus Kornbaum
negotiated a successful OU football trip to Indiana as the
Sooners took on Northwestern University. The cost of the threeday train trip was $29.95 and included round trip rail service,
transportation to and from the hotel, one game ticket between
the 40 and 50 yard lines, hotel room with bath and dinner and
dancing at the Friday night fan rally.
In 1946, Kornbaum planned one of his single largest trips
for 340 Sooners to travel to New York for the OU-Army game.
On this same trip, Kornbaum reserved an equal number of
tickets for the musical “Oklahoma!” which was enjoying
Broadway popularity at the time.
A big moment in Rainbow Travel’s history occurred the fall of
1952 when 26 trains pulled into South Bend, Ind., for the OUNotre Dame game. Ten of those trains were from Oklahoma
and eight were sponsored by Rainbow Travel with an
estimated 1,600 Sooner fans on board. The train cars
included 16 diner cars and stretched for more than two
miles.
That trip turned out to be one of the largest private

An early interior view of Rainbow Travel. L to R: Donna Kornbaum, Harry Kornbaum
and Jimmie Johnson.

group movements at that time in Santa Fe railroad’s history. By the
way, the Sooners won the game, 28-27.

Travel evolves
Obviously, modes of travel have changed since the early days of
the Oklahoma City travel agency and getting from point A to point B
is faster and, in most cases, more convenient. But as airlines
dominate leisure travel, the quality of customer service and the
personal touch has all but disappeared, Jay Musgrove said.
“At the airlines, you check in over the Internet or at the kiosk. If
the computer system is down, they can’t check you in,” he said. “It
used to be when you took a plane, you walked out on the tarmac to
the plane, took a seat and the pilot said ‘let’s go.’”
Despite higher traveling prices and safety concerns overseas,
Americans are continue to travel at a high rate.
“Travel went down a bit in 2008 and 2009 due to the economy, but
it’s coming back now,” Musgrove said. “Luxury travel is certainly
back with the ﬁnest of airlines, the ﬁnest of hotels, the ﬁnest of
restaurants and private touring arrangements.”
Still, regular terror alerts and heightened security has created a
mixed bag for the travel industry.
“It’s made travel less pleasant in many ways and more
cumbersome,” Musgrove said. “Yet, it’s also safer.”
Regardless, Musgrove continues to make travel wishes and
dreams come true.
n

COMMUNITY

From stilettos and flats

to a multimillion dollar idea

Foot Petals founder is keynote speaker at WE Inspire

T

ina Aldatz Norris grew up in the
boroughs of Los Angeles but that did
not stop her from turning a great idea
into Foot Petals, a multimillion dollar
company.

Tina Aldatz Norris
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In 2001, when Tina was working in the fashion industry in
New York City, the long hours didn’t bother her, but her
stilettos and ﬂats did. After an extensive search she
realized there were no products that met her needs for both
comfort and style. Norris designed her ﬁrst product, Tip
Toes, which are still her No. 1-selling product today.
More than a decade later, Foot Petals has more than 20
products and is embraced by celebrities, stylists and
inﬂuencers across the globe.
Foot Petals was acquired several years ago by an
established company in Ohio that produces Dearfoam
footwear products. Both the Dearform and Foot Petals
products are sold at retailers worldwide and online.
Norris will be one of the featured keynoters at the 2013
Women Entrepreneurs (WE) Inspire Conference scheduled
for Tuesday, April 2. We Inspire 2013 is hosted by the Riata
Center for Entrepreneurship at Oklahoma State University
and will explore the unique obstacles, demands and

challenges women face when creating and expanding
ventures.
The goals of the one-day event are to equip women with the
resources they need to turn their business ideas into realities,
help them create their own companies, and teach them to
make their ventures sustainable.
“The conference is designed to offer women entrepreneurs
or even those with just an idea the opportunity to learn ways
to do business better and to hear from successful women
entrepreneurs what to avoid and what works,” said Nola
Miyasaki, Norman C. Stevenson chair and executive director of
the Riata Center.
“This year we have a terriﬁc line up of women entrepreneurs

coming from all over North America who are from diverse
industries with diverse backgrounds – all of whom are
enormously successful.”
WE Inspire 2013 will feature a total of 30 presentations,
including breakout sessions that will examine a range of
practical issues and enable women to act on their dreams.
Registration includes a continental breakfast, lunch,
networking reception, a resource binder and access to highly
successful entrepreneurial speakers and experts from
throughout the United States, including several Oklahomans.
Seating is limited, so women are encouraged to sign up before
the deadline.
The early bird registration fee for the
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Julie Clark

WE Inspire Conference is $45 and is available
to those who register now. The regular
conference registration cost is $75. Register
online at www.weinspire.net.
Sponsorships and exhibit tables are
available. Companies interested in
sponsorships or exhibit tables for the
conference should call Stacey Brandhorst at
405-744-7871 or e-mail her at
Stacey.brandhorst@okstate.edu
For more information about the WE Inspire
Conference, call the Riata Center for
Entrepreneurship at 405-744-7552.
n
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Foot Pedals is the company Tina Norris
started more than a decade ago.

REVIEWS
CLIF’ AT THE MOVIES
PERSONAL PICK WINNERS
GAMING FOR THE FINAL
OSCAR COUNTDOWN
By Clif’ Warren

C

hallenging the varied results of the
People’s Choice, Golden Globe and
Oscar nominations as well as several
other year-end finals lists, my own
personal poll stood up well.
I had included all the major films on my list that matched
up with the major polls, including those on the Oscar list, with
the exception of “Life of Pi,” a remarkably beautiful film
about a young boy set adrift in a life boat with a wild tiger
after a circus is shipwrecked in transport. Based on the Yann
Martel bestseller and magically directed by Ang Lee, the film
has not gained the wide public approval of the others.
Let’s review my best film choices, and through them,
examine the possible Oscar contenders for that magic
countdown on the evening of February 24 when the 85th
year’s award winners will pick up their golden statuettes.
“ARGO” - Directed and co-produced by Ben Affleck, this
adaptation by CIA operative Chris Terrio, recounted the
thrilling account of the 2007 rescue of six U.S. diplomats that
occurred during the Iran hostage crisis of 1979. Strong
performances by an outstanding ensemble cast that copped a
Best Supporting Oscar nomination for Alan Arkin ultimately
led to five Golden Globe Awards and five Oscar bids,
including best film.
PREDICTION: Should win Best Picture Oscar and Best
Direction. In contention are “Lincoln” and Spielberg.
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“BEASTS OF THE SOUTHERN WILD” - Amazing
Quvenzhane Wallis - only 6 years-old when she filmed the
part and now at 9 the youngest actress ever to be
nominated for an Oscar – portrays “Hushpuppy,” who lives
in the Louisiana bayou country in the “Bathtub,” a small
salt-free fishing area about to have its protective levee
breached by the ocean. Although she shares a volatile
relationship with her father, “Wink,” Hushpuppy is a
survivor, a wise child able to make peace with him and
steely enough to set his funeral pyre ablaze. This is a
dreamy offbeat Gothic tale that refuses to leave my mind
and received an Oscar nomination for its first time Director
Benh Zeitlin.
PREDICTION: Not a likely winner. Competitors: Affleck,
Spielberg, Russell, Haneke.

“AMOUR” - This French language film,
helmed by Austrian writer-director Michael
Haneke, stars the oldest Best Actress
candidate ever, Emmanuelle Riva, 85, who
portrays Anne, a stroke victim who cared for
by her adoring husband, Georges. The couple,
retired music educators, whose daughter,
played by Isabelle Huppert, lives abroad
which means they must go on alone, fueled by
undying love and beautiful memories.
PREDICTION: Possible winner for Best
Actress for Riva. Writer/Director for Haneke,
though hampered by the small audience that
has seen it, could take home either Oscar.
Competitors with Riva include Jennifer
Lawrence and Jessica Chastain. Competing
with Haneke is Affleck. Spielberg, Russell,
Lee and Zeitlin.

50 ionOklahoma FEBRUARY/MARCH 2013

“ZERO DARK THIRTY” - Co-produced and
directed by Kathryn Bigelow, Oscar-winner for “The
Hurt Locker,” who again employs her award-winning
scenarist, Mark Boal, re-creates the pathways that led
to the capture of Osama bin Laden.
This edge-of-your-seat thriller features Jessica
Chastain as Maya, a CIA operative whose only job
over a five-year period is to assemble intelligence
about bin Laden. She survives ups and downs and
near death gathering the controversial details tracking
her target, but of course, succeeds, having grown from
fresh recruit to champion research investigator.
PREDICTION: Chastain will run a close race with
Jennifer Lawrence for Best Actress. She has forged a
large presence this year with a critically praised star
turn on Broadway and her tenacious work ethic.
Not likely to succeed as Best Film, largely due to the
controversial water-boarding techniques pictured on film.

“LES MISERABLES” - Filmed in England and
released Christmas Day to the largest box office
receipts ever for a musical, the movie follows the
classic outlines of the Victor Hugo classic novel about
the desperately poor hero who steals bread to keep from
starving and silver candle sticks from a church to be
relentlessly pursued for the rest of his life no matter
how repentant he is. The outstanding performances by
an ensemble cast received a Best Actor nod for Hugh
Jackman as Jean Valjean and another for Best
Supporting Actress for Anne Hathaway as Fantine.
Russell Crowe is perfectly cast as Javert. Even for the
millions who saw the stage versions across several
continents, the film is a new experience because it
emphasizes the story, making it much more accessible.
The general public appears to love the film, as do music
theatre majors, but musicians tend to give it a “thumbs
down.” It is a glorious production not to be missed.
PREDICTION: Although a musical has never won a
Best Picture award, this could be the year, and Tom
Hooper’s nomination in the Best Director category
would be a dream comes true. Competitors: “Lincoln”
and Spielberg; “Argo”; and “Zero Dark Thirty.”
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“DJANGO UNCHAINED” – This is writer/director
Quentin Tarantino’s ode to the 1966 Italian spaghetti
western called “Django,” a cult classic. In Tarantino’s
spin, the hero is Jamie Foxx as an ex-slave, who joins
the German bounty hunter Dr. King Schultz (Christolph
Walz) on a Southern odyssey to exact revenge, notably
at the plantation of notoriously eely Calvin Candie
(Leonardo DiCaprio) as they search for Django’s slave
wife (Kerry Washington).
In Tarantino’s moral, comic book-style scenario, he
stacks the odds way over the top, the mode is youth cult
loves, so much so that colossally bloody revenge is the
only answer. Tarantino is our modern Marquis de Sade
of film, and he is enjoying every moment of his reign.
PREDICTION: Although Tarantino received a Golden
Globe for the script and Waltz won the Best Supporting
Actor selection, I don’t foresee an Oscar in either
category.

“THE MASTER” – This movie is writer/director Paul
Thomas Anderson’s newly imagined take on the like of
Scientology founder L. Ron Hubbard. In a superb
performance Philip Seymour Hoffman portrays charismatic
Lancaster Dodd, purveyor of a mix of philosophical and
psychological hooey, labeled ‘The Cause,’ that draws in
disturbed veteran Freddie Quell. As Quell, Joaquin Phoenix
delivers an absorbing, quixotic character, roaring, juiced and
sorely needing the redemption and fatherly love that Dodd
offers. Amy Adams, as Quell’s strong-willed wife, is so
powerful in the movie that she could well earn a Best
Supporting Actress Oscar.
PREDICTION: Adams is in a hot contest with Anne
Hathaway as Fantine in “Les Miserables” and Sally Field as
Mary Todd Lincoln. My choice is clearly Hathaway in a
sweep, with Tommy Lee Jones as Thaddeus Stevens in
“Lincoln,” securing the Best Supporting Actor award.

“SKYFALL” – This movie becomes a special top 10
choice of mine, a special indulgence, even though it
received no Oscar nods. Still, the long opening chase
across London, the death of operations manager
Moneypenny of Scotland Yard headquarters, and this
gritty, taciturn, taut and well-tailored best of the Bonds,
Daniel Craig, with his brief back story, makes the 23rd
installment surely in the top 3 Bonds of all time.
PREDICTION: Adele’s haunting and exalting title song
“Skyfall” should bring home the Best Musical Score
Oscar.

“SILVER LININGS PLAYBOOK” – Allows
Director David O. Russell to size up the funny and
painful oddities of contemporary courtship in this warm
and appealing melodrama that features school teacher
Bradley Cooper, who is suffering from PTS and is newly
released from a mental institution into the care of his
mother at the family home. Into his life comes widow
Jennifer Lawrence, similarly emotionally damaged, and
she needs a partner for a dance contest.
Sharing their lives and their struggles they grow into a
tender love bond that enraptures audiences. Lawrence
is a brisk quaff of champagne and as intoxicating. Both
actors are splendid, Cooper never before so charismatic,
and the supporting cast ponies up with Robert De Niro
as Cooper’s sports nut of a father and Jacki Weaver as
the coping mother.

“MOONRISE KINGDOM” - Depicts the spirit
and intimacy of pure young love through the eyes of
12-year-old runaways Kara Hayward and Jared
Gilman, so wonderfully supported by Bill Murray,
Frances McDormand, Ed Norton, and Bruce Willis.
The passionate innate energy of the script, co-written
by esteemed Director Wes Anderson and Roman
Coppola, quickly draws in the audience and holds
them fast.
PREDICTION: No winners here, just sheer
appreciation.

PREDICTION: Lawrence’s spirited performance should
allow her the Best Actress Award. She is indeed
dazzling. Director Russell is in the running against
Affleck, Spielberg, and Haneke.

TECHNOLOGY
SUPER BOWL VS. OSCARS:
THE ULTIMATE PARTY SHOWDOWN
How Mobile Technology Can Make You The Star Of Any Watch Party

E

very year, wives and husbands, boyfriends
and girlfriends, sometimes entire
households are divided over the remote
control as the ladies are trying to catch
Snooki and her latest antics, while the boys are
betting on Monday Night Football.
The ladies’ watch parties might be more
elaborate with classy hors d’oeuvres while
the boys’ parties might just include chips
and dip. Regardless of the appetizers, one
thing’s for certain - there’s always a party.
Here are a few great apps to help you
plan the party of the year from Thomas
Nix, Verizon Wireless technology expert.
For the fellas out there who are
planning to throw the Ultimate Super
Bowl party, The NFL Mobile App is
the perfect sidekick, aside from
your meatballs and hot wings. With
The NFL Mobile App, you can always
watch live coverage of the NFL
Network on your Verizon smartphone or
tablet in the event you are pulled away from the television
for any reason. The app also delivers game highlights, stats
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and the latest posts from a variety of NFL blogs. Fans can
also listen to the play-by-play of other games as they are
happening live.
For those who are more interested in seeing if Emma Stone
struts down the Red Carpet in Dior or Givenchy, get prepared
with the Oscars App. Award shows have
become known for their interaction with
both the audience in the theater and
viewers online. The Oscars App provides
you the latest scoop on nominees,
backstage camera access, along with
exclusive videos and photos.
Just because it’s the
Oscars doesn’t mean the
stars are the only ones
dressed to the nines. Take
pictures of your party
guests and their A-list
attire using the Samsung
Galaxy Smart Camera.
There’s no need for USB
cables or memory cards
because you can instantly
upload your images to the web - perfect for

showing off your happening Oscar watch party to all of your
friends and family on Facebook. Party pics go straight from your
camera to your shared site and all you have to do is look good!
Whether you’re cheering at touchdowns or looking in awe at
the beautiful gowns, everyone wants delicious food. The iGrill
smart accessory is your
solution to stress-free

meat monitoring. The
iGrill can monitor your meat, whether it’s
on the grill, oven or even your smoker. You simply insert the
thermometer into your meat, download the free iGrill app on
either your Apple or Android device and let iGrill take it from
there. When your meat has reached the desired
temperature, iGrill will send a message to your smartphone to
let you know the meat is done.
Now, if only there was an app for helping you clean up after
n
the party ends.
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DESIGN
Home Sweet Home

Mesta Park home is part of the neighborhood’s history
By Tim Farley

F

or Kevin Khoury, his house in
Mesta Park is definitely home
sweet home.

The 2,770-square foot residence is more than a century
old and is adorned with wood ﬂooring, Corinthian pillars
and numerous antique furnishings that include lamps,
clocks, couches and chairs. Some of the antiques were
purchased at local stores while others were passed down
from older family members.
Khoury, a small business owner who works in the
health care marketing arena, jokes that he put the cart
before the horse when house hunting. He began looking
for that special house in early March, but purchased
most of the furnishings before he ever saw his new home
at 918 NW 17th.
“Even though I bought everything before I knew what
house I was going to be in, it all ﬁt just like I thought it
would,” he said.
The home is ﬁlled with antiques that were bought at
Verdigris Antique and Vintage, Brownstone Antiques,
Ancient Days, Feathered Nest Market, Art and Antique
Restoration and The Old Store. Most of the artwork in the
two-story home was purchased from Kirkland’s.
“When I moved in, all that was here was the drapes,”
Khoury said. “Everything else I furnished. I loved doing
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Two ceiling mounted stained-glass panels add light to the kitchen.

Top left - The living room
Bottom left - Three tiered stairway
Above - Kitchen has an island sink

this and knew exactly what I wanted when I
walked in here.”
That might seem strange since Khoury
admits he’s never selected all of the
furnishings for any house.
“I discovered an inner artistic ability I didn’t
know I had,” he said, with a laugh.
The spacious house has high ceilings, a
three-tiered staircase, stain-glass windows,
three ﬁreplaces, three bedrooms and two full
bathrooms. Some of the furnishings include
family heirlooms, including one black and
white photograph of Khoury’s grandparents

Above - A ﬁreplace warms the corner of the dining room.
Right - The home’s three bedrooms

who emigrated from Lebanon to the United States in the early
20th Century.
The kitchen has a unique feature with two large stain-glass
windows that hang from the ceiling directly above the kitchen
island.
Khoury fell in love with the Mesta Park neighborhood when
searching for his new home with Remax First realtor George
Massey. Mesta Park, considered one of the most historical
neighborhoods in Oklahoma City, was developed in stages
between 1906 and 1930. G.A. Nichols, who later created the
Crown Heights district and Nichols Hills, built many houses in the
Prairie, Foursquare, Craftsman and other styles popular in the
early 20th Century.

“My uncle and cousins lived in this area,”
Khoury said. “I always loved this
neighborhood and it gives me an east coast
feel. I love the streets, I love the architecture
and I love the atmosphere. They don’t make
houses like this anymore.”
Although the house already looks like a
home, Khoury said he’s not through with the
improvements. When the weather warms up,
he’s planning to build an outside deck with
hot tub, a cookout area and plant several
trees and bushes that will remain consistent
with the historical appearance of the Mesta
Park neighborhood. n

The dining room displays furniture acquired
before the owner purchased the home.

DINING

Bubba’s Bubba Q offers
mouth-watering food, unique setting
Farris first third-party vendor at OU games
By Heidi Clark

S

moked pork ribs, black pepper sausage,
BBQ grilled cheese… if your mouth hasn’t
started watering yet, then it hasn’t tasted
Bubba’s Bubba Q on NW 23rd Street in
Oklahoma City. This barbecue restaurant has been
in business for more than 20 years and still
appreciates the importance of combining homestyle recipes, quality food and a friendly staff.
“I’ve always had a hankering to do barbecue,” said Bubba’s
owner David Farris as he chatted with ion Oklahoma over a plate
of deliciously smoked and grilled meats. Farris has been in the
Oklahoma restaurant business since 1974 and opened Bubba’s
in 1989, although his love for good eats began much earlier.
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Above - Owner David Farris in the kitchen of Bubba’s Bubba Q, the
restaurant he first opened in 1989.
Left - Farris slices a juicy brisket.

He started working in the restaurant business in the eighth
grade and has had a passion for the food industry ever since.
“It just got into my blood,” Farris explained.
The innumerable, tattered cookbooks on the shelves and
sound of the Food Network on television in the background of
his ofﬁce illustrate that food is not only his business, but also
his favorite pastime. The St. Louis-style ribs and tender
brisket are two classic customer favorites, but Farris admits
that the Barbecue Grilled Cheese and The Stacker, a sandwich
containing both brisket and sausage, are his two personal
favorites on Bubba’s menu.
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The ﬁnger-lickin’ good food is not the only thing that sets
Bubba’s apart from the rest. The restaurant invites people to
dine in a resident-style house that was built in 1918,
providing an atmosphere of comfort.
“It’s a little different. It’s not your typical barbecue joint. I
didn’t want to have one like I had at other places. This
appeals to a larger section,” Farris said.
The increased trafﬁc on NW 23rd Street also adds to the
excitement of Bubba’s. The midtown location allows for a
diverse crowd of young and old, men and women.
“It’s exciting! A lot of young people, a lot of creative people
that live in this area. It’s good. They entertain you,” Farris said.
Farris’ Oklahoma origins are seen in more than Bubba’s
menu. The Oklahoma Sooners are another important element
of Bubba’s. In 1989, Bubba’s became the ﬁrst third-party
vendor at the Oklahoma Memorial Stadium at gate 15.
“I graduated from OU, and I thought ‘why not?’ So I went

Above - Customers line up at the counter to place orders
that may include hummus or house-made potato chips.

down there, and there was nothing really in the stadium. So I took
some food down and approached them and contacted some people
and I said ‘let’s go for it!’”
Even the name ‘Bubba’s Bubba Q’ takes after an OU football player
friend of Farris’. Over the years, other Oklahoma icons – Barry Switzer,
Bobby Murcer and Sam Bradford to name a few – have made a point
to visit Bubba’s.
The busy NW 23rd Street location coupled with Oklahomans’ love of
good barbecue has made family-owned Bubba’s Bubba Q a success
for 24 years among its competitors.
“When I was younger, I used to worry about friendly rivalries, but
we’re all so different. I’m not a chain. I’m from the old-school
running restaurants,” Farris said.
If you don’t visit Bubba’s for the smoked pork ribs or one-of-a-kind
eatery setting, you may want to visit for the staff, which is sweeter
than the tea that they serve.
Said Farris: “I love it when people are happy, and, boy, I don’t like it
when people are unhappy.” n
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DESIGN
Dining in the
A Heady Experience at VAST
by M. J. Van Deventer

I

feel fortunate to have had my first tour of
VAST, with 34 other women friends. There’s
nothing better than getting the unbiased
impressions and opinions of 35 women business
leaders, all eager to tour the unique Devon Tower and
the top two floors that feature VAST, Devon’s upscale,
unusual restaurant and private dining rooms.
The group was Charter 35, a 30-year-old business women’s
organization in Oklahoma City, which was founded by Joy Reed Belt
as one of the city’s first professional networking women’s groups.
Since then, this group has kept the city’s women business leaders
abreast of changes in everything from city government to the arts. It
was founded in an era when women were excluded from men’s civic
clubs, political office or Chamber of Commerce membership. Among
its early members with Belt were Cynthia Archianaco, Jeannette
Gamba, Jo Ann Pearce and Joan Gilmore.
Devon Chairman Larry Nichols – who retired Dec. 31, 2012 – was
our host and guest speaker for the luncheon in The Garden Room, a
private dining room at the Colcord Hotel, which is owned by Devon
Energy. The food we were served that day was a sample of what
would be served at Vast when the restaurant finally opened to the
public in late October. The menu included Caesar Salad and Smoked
Chicken Ravioli, with sun-dried tomatoes and basil cream sauce.
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The dining room lighting twinkles as brightly as the outside panorama.

N

ichols gave a three-tiered talk, which included the
future of energy and the future of Oklahoma. He
also gave a timeline for the iconic Tower, which at 50
stories - or 7,262 feet above ground - is the tallest tower
in Oklahoma City’s history. Ever the perfect host,
Nichols accompanied the group for the short walk to the
adjacent tower and joined us for the quick elevator ride
to the top of the Tower.
Once there, it was obvious Nichols was in his
element. Sharing the story of the Tower and VAST, it
was evident he had a hands-on approach to the design
and construction of the tower and knows every inch of
the skyline landscape he envisioned and created. He
loves VAST and its impressive, in-the-clouds view.
Kay Goebel, who was co-chairman for the event, with
Debby Hampton, said, “What stood out for me as Larry

was giving us the grand tour was his special care and
attention to making the building not only very
functional but also creating it as a work of art.”
VAST reminded me of other skyline dining views I’ve
enjoyed in my long career as a writer, starting with
Hemisphere in San Antonio, the Space Needle in Seattle,
the Rainbow Room at the Empire State Building,
Windows on the World in New York City, and Jules Verne
at the Eiffel Tower in Paris. Closer to home, I always
enjoyed the downtown view from both the Beacon Club
and the 32nd floor perch at the Petroleum Club.
VAST seems to combine the best of all of these lofty
locales. The far reaching view of Oklahoma City is
exquisite, especially at night, when the lights twinkle
like a million shining stars.
If you are afraid of heights, you may momentarily feel
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A daytime view from the main dining room allows the eye to pan a vast skyline.

a tad dizzy. As one guest noted, “Dining along the glass
leaves a narrow walk way, but it’s worth it.” My advice –
don’t look down – look out at the beautiful landscape,
which stretches for miles.

I

t is no surprise the menu’s American cuisine is
globally inspired. Nichols traveled the world for just
the right materials for every aspect of the building –
another story in itself – so the cuisine reflects his
continental tastes and those of the restaurant’s manager,
John Williams. One reviewer noted, “Vast unleashes
the spirit of food discovery,” so go there with an open
mind and plan for a delicious and savory food
adventure.
Here’s a sampling for entrees: Seared Bay Scallops
Nicoise Salad, Lobster Boursin, Diver scallops, or
Chicken Confit. For sides, consider red oak lettuce,
drizzled with herb buttermilk vinaigrette dressing,
roasted cauliflower or Humboldt Fog goat cheese.
Celebrate a special occasion with VAST’s champagne
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cocktail or Pimm’s Cup, a lovely drink I first discovered
at a party with fashion editors in New York 30 years
ago. Cary Grant was a special guest that evening.
The menu choices change daily and the prices seem
reasonable for the classy, New York-style décor
featured inside VAST. The lunch buffet is $18 and
entrees range from $10 to $30. I’ve paid more at other
local restaurants that didn’t even come close to this
elegant, truly breathtaking view.

F

or my money, VAST offers a great value for lunch,
especially business lunches, or dinner when the
occasion is special with friends or family. I’ve enjoyed
both and if you consider the spectacular, panoramic
view, dining out here is really a bonus. I would call
dining out at VAST a pleasurable bargain in upscale,
well-appointed surroundings.
There are private dining rooms available and the staff
is accommodating for business meetings. Call for
reservations at (405) 702-7262, or book your

At sundown the vista becomes more dramatic.

reservation on line through the Open Table
network, which provides reviews of popular
restaurants around the country. You can even
post one of your own reviews about VAST, if
you are so inspired following your dining
experience in the clouds high above
Oklahoma City.
Kay Goebel’s comment at the close of our
special Charter 35 tour is well worth
remembering. She said, “The building is a
symbol of the spirit of Oklahoma City onward and upward.”
Charter 35 member Linda Haneborg
attended VAST’s pre-opening dinner and said,
“I could only keep asking, ‘what time do we
need to be at the airport to go back to
Oklahoma City?’”
Both were supreme compliments. I couldn’t
agree more with both ladies.
n
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American West:
PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT
at the National Cowboy &
Western Heritage Museum
By M. J. Van Deventer

A

recent photography exhibit at the
National Cowboy and Western
Heritage Museum was so
exquisitely presented viewers felt
like they were taking a virtual tour of the
great American West.
Breathtaking views revealed the natural beauty of
parks, mountains, forests and scenic rivers, as well as
awesome views of nature at her best, and worst, and
cultural events that celebrate the traditions of the
country’s ﬁrst people - its Native Americans.
To stand before these unusual and spectacular
photos was to experience 125 years of pictorial storytelling through 175 iconic and rare photographs that
could rightfully be labeled works of art.
Initially organized by the National Museum of Wildlife
Art in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, in conjunction with the
National Geographic Society and the Museums West
organization, the exhibit included a vast array of
powerful and thought-provoking images from the
National Geographic Image Collection. The show opened

Nevada Cowboy Brian Morris, 1970,t
William Albert Allard/National Geographic
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Monument Valley, Utah, 2001.
Bruce Dale/National Geographic

October 27 at 10 venues around the country, including
Oklahoma City’s National Cowboy and Western Heritage
Museum and Tulsa’s Gilcrease Museum.
James McNutt, president of the Jackson Hole museum, said,
“The show represents the ﬁrst time a photography exhibition
of this magnitude has opened at so many U S. venues
simultaneously.”
National Geographic magazine has long been the standard
bearer for the best photography in the world. In its pages, the
magazine has taken people around the world and behind the
scenes to tell - through the mediums of photography and words
- amazing stories of unusual people, exotic places and historic
changes. This exhibit expressed the melting pot culture that
continues to shape the character of the American West.
Looking through the lens of the numerous photographers
whose work was featured in the exhibition, viewers were
transported from photographs produced by the cumbersome
and time-consuming equipment used at the turn of the 19th
century to the lightning speed Technicolor images of today’s
digital cameras, which produce more special effects than
early day photographers could have imagined.
No doubt, Edward S. Curtis and William Henry Jackson,
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pioneer photographers whose work was included in the
exhibit, would marvel at today’s instant photo processes.
The journey through this exhibit was spellbinding. Every
Western state was represented in some way, including vintage
photos of Oklahoma’s historic land run. The photos
dramatically revealed the hardships of the pioneers who
settled the West as well as those later transplants and
contemporary ranchers, cowboys and entrepreneurs who
contribute to the growth, beauty and charm of this fabulous
region of the country.
Combined, the photographs traced the fascinating history of
the West through spectacular landscapes, wildlife, fashion,
rural and city life, agriculture, social and cultural events,
technology and disasters wrought by the mercurial and
unmerciful nature of weather.
To its credit, the exhibition’s broad appeal drew high praise
not only from professional photographers but those who had
never held a camera in their hands.
Joe Ownbey, a Dallas photographer who has chronicled
National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum events for
more than 20 years, said, “As a working photographer since
1976, I tend to unconsciously evaluate photographs by their

Tehachapi Wind Farm, California, 2008.
Jeff Kroeze/National Geographic

American Indian Beauty Pageant Winner, Oregon, 1997.
William Albert Allard/National Geographic

Rodeo, Nebraska, 1998,
Joel Sartore/National Geographic

artistic and technical merits, based on my own criteria.
“However, whenever I see historical photos such as many of
the amazing images in this incredible exhibit, I am drawn
more to the fact that, without this collection of photography,
none of us would ever be able to look into the faces of actual
working cowboys in Montana, Oregon, Texas and Wyoming, in
tintypes processed as they were more than a century ago, or
appreciate the nostalgic impact of modern wranglers and
broncs in Nevada.”
Ownbey, who conducted a two-day digital camera workshop
in conjunction with the exhibition, said, “The striking Indian
portraits from the early and late 1900s challenged me to give
critical attention to the images I attempt of my subjects.”
He added, “Likewise, the colors and contrast of rugged
American landscapes in Arizona, Wyoming and Texas ﬁlled me
with a reverent appreciation that the American West has
signiﬁcantly shaped all of our lives. It would beneﬁt every
person in the country to stand before an exhibit like this one
often, so that we have the opportunity to connect with what
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we have evolved from.
“In my mind, dedicated photographers look at the world a
little differently than other people, partly because we seriously
want to capture a moment of time in a way that it might
cause viewers in future years to stop and examine what
existed for a second - and that is, forever after, a visual
memory preserved for future generations to see through a
photographer’s eye, to then interpret and to cherish.”
This kaleidoscopic view of America’s West did not disappoint
its viewers. Although the exhibit closed at each venue January
6, the images live on in the memory of the thousands of
people who viewed these photographs across the country and
through the pages of a companion book titled National
Geographic Greatest Photography of the American West:
Capturing 125 Years of Majesty, Spirit and Adventure.”
The endless skies, boundless plains and dramatic
mountains featured in many of these photographs were
destined to leave an indelible memory of the American West in
the viewers’ minds.
n

ART
‘Fashion as Art’
Month-long exhibit features work of prominent women
at JRB Art at the Elms

F

rancis Bacon, the British author,
statesman, and philosopher
once commented that “Fashion
is the attempt to realize art in
living form.”
During the month of February, JRB Art at The
Elms Art Gallery will indeed prove that Bacon was
right in believing that fashion is art. The gallery’s
“Fashion as Art” exhibit will feature the drawings
of fashion illustrator Rosemary Burke,
contemporary portraits of stylish women painted by
Behnaz Sohrabian and a Pop Up Millinery Shop
curated by Marla Cook as well as a display of high
fashion clothing and accessories from Balliets.
The exhibit opens from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. on
February 1 during The Paseo’s First Friday Gallery
walk and continues through February 24.

ROSEMARY BURKE
Professional artist and illustrator Burke, who for
40 years actively worked as a fashion illustrator for
prominent department stores and ladies boutiques,
including Balliets, will be exhibiting her signature
drawings and illustrations that not only present the
latest in fashion, but also chronicle the evolving
roles of stylish women.
Her illustrations are timeless in content and
composition. Burke, who has freelanced as a

Drawing by Rosemary Burke
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Rosemary Burke

graphic designer for the past several years, was
commissioned in 2011 to create portraits of all of the
University of Oklahoma’s Heisman Trophy winners.

BEHNAZ SOHRABIAN
Born and educated in Tehran, Iran, Sohrabian received a
bachelor of science degree in Applied Chemistry, a bachelor of
arts in Painting and a Master of Arts in Art Studies. After
receiving her master’s degree Behnaz immigrated to America
and to Oklahoma to be near her sister. In speaking about her
work Behnaz said, “My work is about
me, my life, being a woman.”
She believes that historically men have depicted women as
possessions, either as mothers or lovers.” Behnaz says “I
paint women as people: strong people with depth and power. I
paint them as delicate and sensitive, but not weak.” Five of
Behnaz’ large canvasses are included in the February exhibit
at JRB Art at The Elms.

MARLA DEANN COOK
“Fashion as Art “
by Marla Cook
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For the last 8 years, Cook has worked in the fashion and
retail industry in New York City before recently returning to her
home state of Oklahoma. For the February “Fashion As Art”

exhibit, Cook will curate and present a Pop Up Shop at the
gallery. The Millinery Shop will combine the best attributes of
high end retail department and a milliner’s atelier. The hats on
display have been created by some of the top milliners in New
York, Los Angeles and Dallas. Customers will be able to buy hats
off-the-rack or may custom order a hat. The selection of hats
will include styles that are avant-garde as well as traditional. In
addition to hats and fashionable accessories for women, the
shop will also present several styles of hats for men.

Marla Cook

JRB Art at The Elms presents a diverse roster of emerging,
established, and internationally exhibited artists who create in
a wide range of media including: paintings, drawings,
sculpture, ceramics, glass, fine crafts, functional objects, fiber
art and photographs. This 8,000 square foot award-winning
gallery in Oklahoma City’s Paseo Arts District changes its
exhibits monthly in a gracious environment that fosters a
dialogue between the arts and the larger community while
providing quality art for first time buyers as well as individual,
corporate and museum collections.
JRB Art at The Elms, the former home of Nan Sheets which
was built in 1920, is located at 2810 North Walker and is open
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday and 1 p.m. to 5
p.m. on Sunday 1-5. The gallery’s telephone number is
405-528-6336 and the web site is www.jrbartgallery.com

REVIEWS

Book Buzz
with Malena Lott

Making Habits, Breaking Habits
by Jeremy Dean
“Where will you start?”
Many readers may have long abandoned New Year’s
Resolutions upon this reading, but for those still clinging to
the hope for change, I’m pleased to introduce, “Making
Habits, Breaking Habits: Why We Do Things, Why We Don’t,
and How to Make Any Change Stick,” by Jeremy Dean.
In other words, yes, you can. Maybe.
Dean begins with the genesis of habit, which comes down to rote
action more than anything. If you take the path by the vending
machine every morning on your way to work and start buying the
cinnamon roll, after a while, it becomes an unconscious act – a habit
that may not have any special significance except that once you
started doing it, you found you couldn’t stop. It became routine, and
therefore to stop takes real effort, made even harder if you really
enjoyed that bad habit you’d picked up.
Habits can become obsessions and even addictions. Dean shares
the story of a woman who turned herself in to a psych clinic because
she’d become obsessed with Facebook, spending as much as five
hours a day online.
Dean delves into the time it can take to break or form a new
habit, which varies greatly based on the task, and that our will to
change is only a part of the equation.
Recommended for everyone. Available in hardback and ebook.
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Reading Round Up:
Fans of Downtown Abbey in need of
some royalty in your reads may enjoy
The Woman from Paris by Santa
Montefiore about an illegitimate
daughter of a lord who joins the
family after she inherits some of her
father’s fortune – and falls for his oldest
son. Mystery readers and fans of
Maisie Dobbs should check out Gone
West by Carola Dunn.
On the suspense front, I’m loving
the well-written, creepy The Neighbors
by Ania Ahlborn, where the cookiebaking neighbor isn’t all she seems.
Malena Lott is an author and the
executive editor at Buzz Books USA.
Her latest novel, Something New, was
published in November. Her short story
and essay collection on grief, Hope Floats
is available as an ebook exclusive.
Connect with her at malenalott.com and
buzzbooksusa.com and on Facebook at
facebook.com/malenalottbooks.
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COMMUNITY
Big Brothers
Big Sisters
encourages dreams
to become realities
Taste of Oklahoma City 2013:
A great occasion for a
great cause
By Heidi Clark

A

little over a month has
passed since your New Year’s
resolutions have been firmly
set… and strictly followed,
of course. Perhaps, if you resolved to
make a difference in someone’s life or
create a positive impact in your
community, Big Brothers Big Sisters of
Oklahoma is your answer.
For more than a century, Big Brothers Big
Sisters has been offering children hope where it is
usually scarce. As a youth mentoring and
relationship-building program, BBBS serves 1,800
children a year across eight statewide locations;
specifically, 300 children in the Oklahoma City
area and 900 children in the Tulsa area are guided
through this non-profit organization. Most
youngsters also come from single-parent homes
and are diverse in race and socioeconomic
backgrounds, although two-thirds of the little
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waiting list is comprised of boys.
About 50 percent of BBBS littles
come from homes of incarcerated
parents.
Amachi is a program within Big
Brothers Big Sisters that is
specifically designed to assist
children of incarcerated parents.
Oklahoma ranks No 1 in female
incarcerations per capita and No 4
in male incarcerations per capita in
the U.S, and there are more than
25,000 children in Oklahoma with
one or both parents incarcerated. In
the Amachi program, 84 percent of
the children have a boost in selfconfidence and 60 percent increase
in classroom participation.
BBBS Director of Individual
Giving Renee Meek said, “We
know, statistically, that if we don’t
intervene with those children they
are five times more likely than their
peers to go to prison themselves.
By providing that special someone
in their lives who shows them a
different path, then we can stop that
cycle of generational incarceration,

which helps our taxpayers, which
helps our state.”
The age of mentors, otherwise
known as bigs, range from college
students to retired citizens, and
there are no skills or budget
required to help a child. In fact,
BBBS encourages low-cost, no-cost
activity. Along with a background
and reference check, a one-year
commitment and consistent
relationship with a little is the one
strongly encouraged requirement to
become a big.
“It’s exposing them to all of these
new opportunities and really unique
things, but you don’t have to spend
a lot of money to do that. It is really
just about spending time on that
consistent basis, and we do ask for
that one-year commitment because
at one year is when you really start
seeing the outcomes,” Meek said.
There are different levels of
involvement when becoming a big.
School-based mentoring entails
meeting at the child’s school for one
hour, one day a week. Community-
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based mentoring involves meeting
in the evenings and weekends for a
couple hours, a couple of times a
month. Not only can men be a Big
Brother to a boy or women be a Big
Sister to a girl, but married couples
can also participate as a Big
Couple, where they can mentor a
boy together, since there is a higher
demand of boys who need bigs.
“We always have a waiting list,
and there are always going to be
kids in our schools and parents who
need someone for their children. A
married couple can be matched
together with a boy and together
they take a boy off the waiting list.
It’s a really great way for the couple
to do something together and still
creates a relationship,” Meek said.
Big Brothers Big Sisters touches
the lives and hearts of both bigs and
littles, and it creates a positive
ripple effect within the community.
Big Brothers Big Sisters improves
lives and builds a long-term
relationship. Twenty-one
competencies including caring,
confidence, relationships,
participation in school and using
school resources - to name a few are measured annually through the
Big Brothers Big Sisters
organization.
BBBS prides itself on its match
specialist for each big/little
relationship. These match
specialists are involved, always
available for support for both parties
and interested in how the
relationship is progressing each
month. Also, BBBS is unique in its
match-making process for bigs and
littles because it is based on
preferences.
“We are very intentional in our
matching. When we interview the

child, the big and the parent, we’re trying to find
compatible likes and dislikes because we know if we
can have some starting points, the relationship gets off
the ground a little faster and we reach those outcomes
faster,” Meek said.

Taste of OKC
The Taste of Oklahoma City sponsored by
Chesapeake Energy is an annual event that has been
benefiting Big Brothers Big Sisters of Oklahoma for
nearly 34 years. This year it is taking place 6:30 p.m.
February 9 in the Renaissance Hotel Grand Ballroom at
the Cox Convention Center. Individual tickets are
$150, and couples tickets are $250.
“It costs about $1,500 to match a child and support
that relationship for a year. These dollars are critical
not only to make a match, but to ensure that they are
strong and good and effective matches. All money
raised through this fundraiser stays in the organization
and stays in Oklahoma City,” Meek explained.
With about 25 participating restaurants, attendees
can expect to see food from The Melting Pot, Mickey
Mantle’s Steakhouse, Nonna’s, Picasso Café, Johnny

Carino’s and many more. Along with an open bar and
surprise wine pull, there also will be silent and live
auctions where an autographed Rolling Stones guitar,
Indy 500 tickets and an airfare/hotel trip for two to
Sonoma Wine Valley are among the various coveted
items. Following the auction, dancing is encouraged
with the Born in November band performing. Meek
gave much credit to honorary leaders Carol and Robert
Hefner IV and Scott and Janet Fischer for making this
event possible.
Taste of Oklahoma City is not only fun, but also raises
money and teaches those in attendance about Big
Brothers Big Sisters through personal testimonials.
Said Meek, “It’s fantastic. We get to see the changes
in the kids. We get to meet the children and see that
little magic happen. When we see the kids and we
know we’re making an impact, it really makes this such
an incredible organization to be a part of.”
If interested in becoming a big for Big Brothers Big
Sisters of Oklahoma, visit the BBBS website at
www.bbbsok.org for more information.
n
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DINING

THE VERDICT IS
Festival of Arts Food Jury
By Tim Farley

B

eing selected as one of the food
vendors for the Festival of the
Arts is prestigious and
financially rewarding.

The only hitch is the festival can select 31 and no more,
which is a difﬁcult task for the food committee members
since all of the cuisine is tasty and pleasing to the palate.
“Food is a big part of the festival and we want top
quality food items,” Angela Cozby, arts festival director,
said. “We pick and choose (vendors) based on scores,
quality, prices, green initiatives, diversity and we look to
see if they offer something unique. We want products that
are desirable and will sell.”
In January, the 12-member food committee taste-tested
samples over three nights from the 42 applicants. The top
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Festival of the Arts food jurors decided on this year’s vendors last month.

ﬁve sellers from the previous year are invited back with 16 new vendors
named to the list. Ten additional cart vendors also are invited. Top
sellers can be invited back for three consecutive years, but then must
return to the food jury process.
The food committee split its decisions into a meat and dessert
night followed by ethnic food and Americana selections the next two
nights, respectively.
Obviously, the Indian Taco and Strawberry Newport vendors
make the list every year. For others like Randy and Della
Amstutz, it’s a huge honor to be selected. The couple, who live
in Fort Cobb, offer Italian food. Apparently, it’s a big hit because
they received the Best Savory award at last year’s arts festival,
which was their ﬁrst time to participate in the week-long event.
For others who participated in last month’s food jury, the end
result wasn’t what they hoped for. Still, there’s always next year.
The selection process can be difﬁcult for the vendors, but oftentimes
the debate among food jurors can become heated.
“People are passionate about this event and that’s why we select
them for the food committee,” Cozby said.
Each vendor that is selected pairs with an arts festival non-proﬁt
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agency, which supplies manpower in exchange for
a percentage of the proﬁts. All of the non-proﬁts
are arts related and include the Canterbury
Choral Society, Allied Arts, deadCenter Film
Festival and Lyric Theatre.
The list of 2013 food vendors are:
Indian Taco, Bodacious Burritos, Sammy’s
Pizza, PaPa’s Greek Foods, Strawberries Newport,
Cajun King, Interurban, Local, Café do Brasil,
Gopuram, Inca Trail, Guiltless Concession, Deep
Fork Grill, Craig & Carter’s, Harry Bear’s, Wong Key
Asian Paciﬁc, Brewer Entertainment, Wafﬂe Au
Som, Helmut’s Strudel, The Roadhouse and
Sweetcorn Express.
Cart vendors are:
• The Nutcracker
• Goode Snacks
• Just Nuts
• Maui Wowi
• Rodney & Lisa

• Nuts and More
• Kona Ice
• Scoops Italian Ice
• Dippen Dots
•Temptations Food
n
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SPORTS
From politics to professonal basketball
Fewer ‘incoming attacks’ with NBA’s Thunder, Mahoney says
By Tim Farley

D

an Mahoney has enjoyed his share of
victories while enduring defeats and
disappointments in two prominent
arenas: Oklahoma politics and
professional basketball.
The political arena, often a quagmire of muck, mud and
nasty attacks from opposing parties, is a far different life
than what Mahoney enjoys today. For eight years, Mahoney
was the communications director for former Gov. Frank
Keating who battled a Democratic-controlled House and
Senate.
Now, Mahoney, a former television newsman, is having more
fun than ever as vice president of corporate communications
for the Oklahoma City Thunder.
His biggest job since being named a Thunder vice president
in 2008 has been to develop and promote the team’s brand
within Oklahoma City and the state. As critical as that is to
the success of the Thunder franchise, Mahoney’s responsibility
on and after April 19, 1995 was far more intense.
Two months after joining Gov. Keating’s administration,
Mahoney’s days and nights got a lot longer as his boss was
forced to lead the state through the worst case of domestic
terrorism at that time. At 9:02 a.m. on April 19, Timothy
McVeigh set off a massive explosion that killed 168 people,
most of whom were in the Alfred P. Murrah federal building in
downtown Oklahoma City. McVeigh was convicted of the
bombing and put to death by lethal injection.
The bombing, Mahoney said, was a “horriﬁc tragedy” and

for Gov. Keating, inaugurated three months earlier, it became
the ultimate test of leadership.
“People forget but the role of a governor in such a situation
had never been determined,” said Mahoney, who remains a
loyal friend to the former governor and his wife Cathy. “FEMA
was conducting the federal investigation, the FBI was there,
and the ﬁre department also was investigating. There were so
many jurisdictional issues. But the governor and ﬁrst lady
worked through it and found their roles in all that.”
Through all of this, Mahoney was at the governor’s side
night and day as critical decisions were being made in
connection with rescue, recovery and family aid.
“Dan cut his teeth, tragically and with some pain, on the
Oklahoma City bombing,” Keating said in a telephone
interview from Washington, D.C. “He was thorough, factual
and integrity-ﬁlled. He was the state’s face of competency and
compassion during that time. He’s a terriﬁc human being.”
The governor ultimately became the “middle man” to help
all of the agencies and jurisdictions get what was needed as
the rescue, and ﬁnally the recovery, continued.
“I think his real role was to promote comfort to the families
and the rescue workers. He and the ﬁrst lady raised $7 million in
the process to assist with scholarships for children who lost one
or both parents in the explosion,” Mahoney recalled. “Seventeen
years later, those children are grown and going to college.”
As much as the Murrah building explosion deﬁned Keating
and his ability to lead and comfort, he and his team still had
a state government to operate. With Mahoney oftentimes
serving as the public face of the Keating administration, the
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Thunder Vice President Dan Mahoney visits with team play-by-play announcer Brian Davis.

current Thunder VP was privy to high-level political
discussions and debates. As intense as those encounters
could be, Mahoney is quick to say Keating, more often than
not, could lighten the mood with quick wit and humorous jabs
at his political foes.
“Governor Keating got things done,” Mahoney said. “There
was right-to-work, new highway construction, a boost in
funding for common ed and higher ed. All of that was being
accomplished while he faced a majority of Democrats in both
houses of the legislature.”
But what about the constant political bickering that
occurred between Democrats and Republicans during
Keating’s two terms in ofﬁce from 1995-2003?
“There was day in and day out political sniping,” Mahoney
said. “There also were late nights in the governor’s ofﬁce
going through bills, recommending vetoes and signings.
Nothing was taken lightly by Governor Keating. He had the
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largest number of vetoes by a governor, but he truly needed a
reason to veto.”
After serving two terms as governor, Keating went to
Washington, D.C. and began work for the American Council of
Life Insurers. Mahoney followed his friend, mentor and boss to
the nation’s capital and worked for him the next ﬁve years.
“There was no hesitancy on my part,” Keating said of asking
Mahoney to work for him in D.C. “He’s a terriﬁc representative
whether it’s a public or private institution. Dan Mahoney is as
good as they come. He’s an enormous asset. That is, he’s not
duplicable.”

Returning home
Mahoney and his family ﬁnally returned to Oklahoma City as
the New Orleans Hornets were arriving in town following
Hurricane Katrina. Mahoney became a public relations
consultant for the team and it seemed like a “natural ﬁt.”

Ultimately, Clay Bennett, Thunder co-owner and chairman of
the Thunder organization, asked Mahoney to join Oklahoma
City’s NBA team. Quicker than one might expect, the longtime
politico who once dealt with constant legislative attacks and
nasty name-calling had joined the ground-ﬂoor effort to turn
the Thunder into a world championship team.
Obviously, this gig was going to be a lot more fun than
dealing with disgruntled Democrats. Ironically, Keating was
one of three men who spoke to the Thunder owners and
convinced them of the wisdom to move the franchise from
Seattle to Oklahoma City.
“I am proud to be part of this organization,” said Mahoney,
who was born and raised in Philadelphia, but now calls
Oklahoma City his home.
“The big difference between state politics and pro
basketball is there are not a lot of regular incoming attacks
here at the Thunder. Everybody loves the Thunder, and not just
on the court. We do a lot of things in the community. People
are so excited about what the Thunder does.”
In many instances, Thunder players visit schools to read to
children or participate in one of the NBA’s ﬁtness programs.
During the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, Thunder
players passed out meals and went shopping with less
fortunate families. The players also visit sick children at various
hospitals, including Children’s Hospital in Oklahoma City.
“They walk around and visit with the kids who are sick. Who
wouldn’t enjoy that? Mahoney said. “Our players get a lot of it.
Sometimes, they’ll go to a Boys and Girls Club on their own
and just hang out with the kids. Our players always ﬁnd time
to do community events.”

Lorelei loves Thunder
One young woman, who has caught the attention of the
Thunder organization, Mahoney says, is 18-year-old cancer
patient Lorelei Decker, who seems to know as much about
basketball strategy as any Thunder player or head coach
Scott Brooks.
“She has faced so much and she loves the Thunder,”
Mahoney said.
At one point last season, Decker served as Assistant Coach
of the Day while attending coaches meetings and practice.
“We feel like we’ve made a difference with her spirit and
making her feel better,” said Mahoney, who keeps in contact
with the young lady and her parents. “It’s rewarding to have

that connection. Our obstacles are nothing compared to what
this young girl is facing. We support her in every way we can.
We send her texts, Scott does and the players do. We have
great admiration for her and her spirit.”

In the background
Generally speaking, Mahoney is not the face of the Thunder
as he was with Gov. Keating. Instead, he and his corporate
relations team focus on community events, team branding
and image awareness.
He’s rarely on camera anymore, but that’s OK, he said.
“He can be anywhere on the compass,” Keating said. “If it’s
behind the scenes or in front (of the cameras), he’s good.
When I heard the Thunder had hired him, I thought, ‘Boy, they
lucked out.’”
On home game nights, Mahoney usually can be found at the
press table in Section 103 monitoring media broadcasts of the
game while also providing live Twitter updates. Currently, the
Thunder has 1.8 million Facebook friends, 180,000 Instagram
followers and 300,000 Twitter followers.
Listening to the broadcasts and managing the ﬂow of
information isn’t new to Mahoney, who worked as a reporter
for KEBC and KTOK radio stations in Oklahoma City before
moving over to KWTV-Channel 9 as the station’s managing
editor in 1991.
Mahoney, who has lived in Oklahoma City since 1985, refers
to the Thunder as a “great entertainment option” for all
Oklahomans. The Thunder organization has been successful,
in part, because of attention to detail related to all public
programs and events.
“Nothing just happens,” Mahoney said. “It’s discussed and
talked about before it’s done.”
Unlike the political circus that occurs at NE 23rd and
Lincoln Boulevard beginning in February and ending in May,
Oklahoma City’s NBA team has a full and complete
understanding of its mission.
“We can’t control the 48 minutes on the basketball court,
but what we can control is everything else around it,”
Mahoney said. “We want people to have fun and enjoy a ﬁrst
n
class experience.”
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Business Legend
McCall’s founder, friends
celebrate birthday, six
decades in business
By Tim Farley

S

ixty years ago, McCall’s Men’s
Wear opened its doors with special
prices that listed white shirts at
$2.89, socks were 35-cents and
pure silk ties were $2.50. At the same
time, gasoline was 30-cents a gallon and
bread was about 15-cents a loaf.
A lot has changed since March 6, 1953 when
Morris “Hoot” Gibson opened his clothing store in
the sleepy, little town of Edmond, which at the time,
had about 7,000 residents. Six decades and about
76,000 people later, McCall’s and Edmond continue
to prosper and grow.
As McCall’s grew, so did Edmond and vice versa.
But that was part of Gibson’s plan. He knew if
Edmond ﬂourished, his business would too, and so
it did.
Now 90 years young, Gibson, along with friends
and family, celebrated his business success and his
life during a special reception held Jan. 12 at
McCall’s, 21 N. Broadway. His actual birthday was
Jan. 14.
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After serving his country in World War II, Gibson went to
work for McCall’s Men’s Wear in
Norman. A few years later, he got the
urge to start his own men’s clothing
outlet, but money was a problem. So
impressed with Gibson’s work ethic,
Lewis McCall ﬁnanced the opening of
McCall’s Men’s Wear in Edmond. About 20
years later, Gibson became the store’s sole
owner.
“At the time we opened this, Edmond
was a small town, close to Oklahoma City
and it had a college. I felt like Edmond was
going to grow because of its proximity to
Oklahoma City,” Gibson said. “I think there
were 800 students at the time and now
there’s 17,000.”
He couldn’t have been more prophetic.
Edmond grew from a small farming community
into a large, afﬂuent suburb that has been
recognized nationally as a top place to live.
As Gibson, then 30 years old, began looking for
a spot to locate the men’s store, his friend and
future movie star James Garner helped renovate
the building where the store is today.
“I was paying him $1 an hour to help me get this
place in shape. After the ﬁrst week, he came up to
me and asked how much I owed him. I paid him $46
and he headed to California where he became a
huge success. He’s 82 now and he’s been a friend of
mine ever since,” Gibson recalled.
As the newest merchant in town, Gibson knew he had to
help the city grow if his business was to succeed. So, he went
to work. He became involved in the chamber of commerce,
served as chairman of Edmond’s parks and recreation
commission, helped form the Downtown Merchants
Association, instigated a plan to plant trees along Broadway
Extension and was the driving force behind Krazy Days.
Yet, Gibson’s top civic achievement, he says, was the
opening of Kickingbird Golf Course in 1972. As chairman of
the parks and recreation commission at the time, Gibson said
the new golf course attracted thousands of people from
outside the city.
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Above - The ﬁrst ad ever published by Hoot.
Right - Hoot Gibson with his children, Janet and Steve.

Krazy Days
However, some of his fondest memories come from the
annual merchants’ event that started slowly, but eventually
involved every business in the city.
Krazy Days, as it’s called, was almost insane in the early
days.
“We had a lot of fun with that,” Gibson said. “We dressed
up in costumes and had an old horse tank that served as a
dunk tank in the middle of the street. If someone came to work
and wasn’t dressed in a costume, we’d take ‘em outside and
dunk ‘em in the horse tank. It wasn’t just here we did that. It
could have been someone in another store.”
On one occasion, Gibson dressed as a woman during Krazy

Days and jokingly harassed several men at a local coffee
shop. Playing along with his gag, local police ofﬁcers came to
“arrest” Gibson. The entire scene was captured by a local
newspaper photographer. During a recent interview, Gibson
proudly showed off the photos that showed his arrest by two of
Edmond’s ﬁnest.

Hard work
Elected to the Edmond Hall of Fame in 1981, Gibson is quick
to say he worked long hours in the beginning – both as a
business owner and community activist.
“I worked hard to help build this city,” he said. “Building
this city was wonderful and it’s great to see how it turned out.
This is the best city in the world to bring up a family and live.”
He should know. His three children – Cheryl, Janet and Steve
– attended and graduated from Edmond Public Schools.
As a business owner, Gibson’s work was almost non-stop.
“During the ﬁrst 10 years, it was 12 hours a day at least,”
he said. “Back then, it was me, one college boy and a tailor.

But through the years, we added employees and had as many
as 25 people working for us at one time.”
As part of his plan, Gibson utilized college students as parttime employees.
“College kids loved to work here,” he said. “I bet I’ve helped
300 to 400 kids with jobs through my lifetime. Some are still
customers today.”
Anyone who worked for Gibson or was a customer knew him
as “Hoot,” a nickname he earned from some college
fraternity brothers.
“There was an old cowboy movie star by the name of Hoot
Gibson, and he was very famous in the silent movies. They
started calling me ‘Hoot’ and I’ve had it ever since and can’t
shake it,” he said.

Expansion
In 1963, Gibson expanded his operation next door to include
a women’s clothing store. A few years later, he added a
children’s clothing store to the other side of McCall’s Men’s
Wear. All of the stores operated side-by-side until the most
recent recession in 2009 forced Gibson to shut down the
women’s and children’s stores.
Through all of the success and the troubled times, Gibson
has been helped by his family. His son, Steve Gibson, has
worked at the store for almost 40 years, and is now the sole
owner. Meanwhile, daughter Janet operated the children’s
store for almost 30 years before it closed.
As the years ﬂew by, so did some of the men’s clothing
styles. For instance, there was the popular jump suit trend
that came and went.
“We sold ‘em by the hundreds,” Gibson said. “But when they
died, they died. Then, we had the double-knit craze. Really,
men’s clothes haven’t changed much except for the fabric,
lapels and wider ties. It seems some things catch on and
others don’t. We used to sell a lot of heavy clothing, but people
today wear lighter clothing. And the jump suits, we don’t stock
‘em anymore.”
Although men’s jump suits are a past fad and prices have
increased over the years, McCall’s Men’s Wear and its founder
continue to persevere. For Gibson, the last 60 years have been
n
a real “hoot.”
(Reprinted with permission by Edmond Life & Leisure)
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Good Food Chef
By Tim Farley

C

elebrity chef and Oklahoma
City native Rick Bayless
knows, without a doubt, that
healthy eating can be fun.

That’s the message he preached several
times Jan. 17 during a trip to Oklahoma City
that was sponsored by St. Anthony Hospital.
“I want to share simple things people
can do that are super delicious. This is an
opportunity for people to see and learn
ways to eat healthy, but not boring,” he
said, in an interview with ionOklahoma.
“Good food is healthy food.”
Most people know Bayless from
winning the title of Bravo’s Top Chef
Master as he beat out the French and
Italian with his authentic Mexican
cuisine. Television viewers can watch
his ongoing Public Television series
“Mexico - One Plate at a Time.” He’s
also the author of nine cookbooks,
including one with his daughter Lanie.
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His side-by-side award-winning restaurants in Chicago, the casual
Frontera Grill and the 4-star Topolobampo, were founded in 1987.
He also developed a line of Frontera salsas, grilling sauces and
organic chips that can be found coast-to-coast. Bayless
created the quick-serve Frontera Fresco’s that are located in
select Macy’s stores in Chicago and San Francisco.
Most recently, Bayless opened a third restaurant – XOCO –
a quick-serve eatery that features house-ground chocolate
and wood grilled tortas.
Obviously, Bayless learned well from a long line of family
members who made food their livelihood.
“I’m part of a fourth generation food family,” he said. “My
great grandfather was the ﬁrst grocer in the state of
Oklahoma. After that, the next generation moved into the
restaurant business and it grew from there.”
As picky and choosy as many chefs appear, Bayless
is the opposite.
“Chefs are very eclectic in their taste. I
love anything and everything as long as
it’s well made,” he said. “Asking me to
pick a favorite dish is like asking a
parent to choose their favorite
child.”
Bayless, who now calls
Chicago his home, said his
travels across the nation have
led him to some interesting
discoveries about food and
young people.
“Do you know who my
biggest audience is? Teenage
boys. When I was growing up,
the idea of becoming a chef
wasn’t in the cards,” he said.
“You couldn’t name a chef
back then. Now you can with all
the food TV there is, and they’re
conversant about food. There are
so many role models, so many
chefs. It’s not woman’s work,
it’s anybody’s work.”
As he travels from city to
city, Bayless has noticed a
trend with more restaurants
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Rick Bayless, pictured at left, has a line of Frontera salsas, grilling
sauces and organic chips, above, that can be found coast-tocoast, developed from his successful restaurants..
Right - Bayless’ hometown crowd had a chance to mingle before a
“Celebrity Chef” dinner.

owned by young people.
“They really want to create something,” he said.
Bayless, a graduate of Northwest Classen High School
in Oklahoma City, still enjoys his visits, albeit
infrequent, to the Sooner state where his mother and
sister live. When he’s here, Bayless takes the time to
survey the city’s new landscape in terms of innovative
restaurants and their menus.
“It used to be nothing but chains, but now with
Bricktown and other areas growing, there are more chefowned restaurants and they’re doing interesting foods.
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The place settings at the tables held mementos including a slotted,
wooden cooking utensil as keepsakes for the attendees.

It’s really good the things they’re doing in terms of
ingredients.”
Bayless joked about his brother Skip Bayless, an ESPN
sports commentator and newspaper columnist, and his lack of
involvement in the family food trade.
“I tell my mother they got things mixed up at the hospital
and brought the wrong child home,” he said, with a smile.
“She has one son who loves to eat and one who eats to live.”
Bayless also joked that he has no interest in sports and his
brother has no interest in food other than to eat what’s put
before him.
n
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