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Publisher’s Note
Welcome to ion Oklahoma Online, one of Oklahoma’s fastest growing online

“Like” us on facebook
facebook.com/pages/
IonOklahoma-Online

follow us on twitter
@IonOklahoma

digital lifestyle magazines and news-entertainment website.
Spring is here and one of the prettiest times of year in Oklahoma. It’s also a
very busy time of year with more and more events than ever before to
photograph on our events calendar.
NBA Thunder will hopefully make the NBA playoffs after the regular season
ends on April 15, 2015, Festival of the Arts, Red Bud Classic Run, OKC
Memorial Run Marathon, spring football games at OU and OSU, Norman Music
Festival, National Cowboy and Western Heritage Awards, American Heart
Association Heart Walk, Allied Arts of OCK Annual Campaign and Celebration
are just a few of the hundreds of annual spring events we are photographing
and placing photos on www.ionok.com and in our Photo Galleries for people to
view, download FREE, and Share on Facebook, Twitter,, etc.
Since 2011, ion Oklahoma has continued to share a wide variety of lifestyle
content and social events that document how well Oklahoma is doing in terms
of its economic growth and overall quality lifestyle it offers.
Every printed edition of ion Oklahoma has been archived at www.ionok.com
and can be downloaded FREE to a variety of electronic devices that our
subscribers may own, ie…desktop or laptop computers, tablet computers,
and or smartphones. Also, we offer actual hard copy printed editions of every
issue that can be mailed to your home or ofﬁce and easily ordered from our
www.ionok.com website.
We at ion Oklahoma welcome your feedback and feature story suggestions.
Please email swiftdon2@cox.net with your input.
Don Swift
Publisher ion Oklahoma
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EXPERIENCE
THE
RENOVATED

MUSEUM
In honor of the 20th Anniversary,
the Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum completed
a $10 million renovation that unveils hundreds of artifacts,
35 new interactive stations, and never-before-seen key
pieces of evidence. The newly-enhanced Museum is a
life-changing pilgrimage through loss, resilience, and the
ultimate renewal of a city and its people, following the
April 19, 1995 Oklahoma City bombing.
Visit the Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum and
experience the journey first-hand.

OklahomaCityNationalMemorial.org

COVER

ANN ACKERMAN:
28 years of Oklahoma Leadership
by Tim Farley

F

or the past 9 ½ years, Ann Ackerman
has helped develop about 1,400 of
Oklahoma’s most influential leaders
with backgrounds that provide a true
cross-section of the state.

Ackerman, chief executive officer of Leadership
Oklahoma, is leaving that post June 30. However, she
recalled in a recent interview with ionOK.com some of
the people that have come through the leadership
classes over the last 27 years. Ackerman served as a
board member of Leadership Oklahoma prior to being
hired as CEO.
“Each class really is a microcosm of the state,” she
said. “We have people who are as different as night
and day when it comes to their professions, ethnicity,
age and gender. Only through understanding different
perspectives can we move forward as a state.”
Each year, 50 leaders from Woodward to Broken
Bow and from Miami to Altus come together and learn
about Oklahoma. They spend two days a month for
nine months hearing from experts that deal with major
issues involving education, immigration, criminal
justice, military, economic development, agriculture,
energy, tribal affairs and state government.
Some of the former Leadership Oklahoma students
are household names and others went back to their
communities to share their newly acquired wealth of
knowledge. Over the years, students have represented
just about every county and city in Oklahoma. Some of
the students included former Lt. Gov. Jari Askins,
former Gov. Brad Henry, Attorney General Scott Pruitt
and former congressmen Dan Boren and J.C. Watts.
Left, Bill Gossett, Ann Ackerman and Hal Pennington
Opposite, Ann Ackerman addresses a new Oklahoma Leadership group.

14 ionOklahoma APRIL/MAY 2015

Above, the Leadership Class #28 on the Thunder court. Opposite, Ann with Krista Rpberts.

They also have included utility workers from western
Oklahoma, telephone company employees from the
northeastern part of the state and bankers and insurance
reps from all over.
But once a new Leadership Oklahoma class
convenes, titles and last names are thrown out the
window. A person’s profession or standing in the
community isn’t considered relevant any longer.
“It breaks down the barriers and opens dialogue,”
Ackerman said. “What happens in LOK stays in LOK.
It allows you to express yourself and learn.”
Dealing with 50 Type-A personalities at one time can
be a difficult job, much like “pulling teeth,” she said.
However, in most cases the students self-correct each
other, particularly if one class member is trying to
dominate the conversation.
Ackerman, a member of the first Leadership
Oklahoma class, has fond memories of each class and
tries to stay in contact with as many as possible. As a
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way of staying connected, Leadership Oklahoma alumni
are invited on a regular basis to attend specific events
that deal with current topics. For instance, alumni were
invited to Cushing in March to discuss the Keystone
Pipeline and its impact on the energy sector.
“We’ve met in Altus to discuss the drought situation
and we’ve met in Oklahoma City to talk about the film
industry in Oklahoma,” she said.
Graduates don’t leave their Leadership Oklahoma
materials and knowledge on a dusty shelf somewhere.
Instead, they apply that education on a daily basis in
their careers and oftentimes on a much broader scale.
In some instances, graduates have gone on to seek
political office or become involved in issues they
learned about at Leadership Oklahoma.

Ackerman’s role
As CEO, Ackerman has had an “amazing opportunity
to get to know 50 new great people every year.”

“I could have a flat tire anywhere in Oklahoma and
I’d have it fixed in five minutes,” she said, with a smile.
“I am the facilitator, the one who cracks the whip.”
There are others, such as the organization’s
volunteers and board of directors, who make each
leadership class happen, she said.
Not every class is the same in
terms of issues or places that
class members will visit. Current
topics often dictate where class
members will go. In recent
years, Oklahoma’s ongoing
drought and capital punishment
issues have been big discussion
items, so trips to western
Oklahoma and McAlester are
almost assured.
Military issues often take class members to Fort Sill
in Lawton where class members and Ackerman perform
PT, eat MREs and see firsthand how young soldiers

live, eat and breathe.
“They literally take kids, 18 year-old kids, and turn
them into soldiers in a short time,” she said.
There have also been trips to death row at the
McAlester State Penitentiary and the munitions plant in
the same city. Trips involving tourism might include
Beaver’s Bend, which
Ackerman described as a
“hidden treasure.”
But what lies ahead for
Leadership Oklahoma?
Although she’s leaving in
June, Ackerman predicts a
bright future for the
organization, which also has a
youth program that is similar
to the adult version. The
students, who juniors in high school, spend a week
during the summer going to key destinations in
Oklahoma.

Leadership Oklahoma
began in 1986 when a
group of leaders began
talking about the state’s
prosperity and problems.

Above, Leadership Group Number 28
Left, Bill Blew, left, Ann, and Charles Baker

“We make them feel responsible for the future of
Oklahoma,” Ackerman said.
The program has created some close bonds among the
high schoolers, including college roommates and in one
instance a marriage.
“There are always new ways of doing things out there
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but those two programs will always be with us,” she
said. “We’re always building new leaders and we want
to keep our young people here.”
Age diversity among class members is occurring more
now than ever before, Ackerman said.
“We have people in their 50s and 60s and we have
younger people stepping out there early in life. So, we
have 30 year-olds and 60-year-olds learning from each
other and the different generational perspectives,” she
said.
Leadership Oklahoma began in 1986 when a group of
leaders began talking about the state’s prosperity and
problems. They discovered that leaders must
understand the complex differences and relationships
that drive Oklahoma in order to find effective solutions.
The organization is funded by membership fees, adult
program tuition and private donations. n
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ART

John Wayne’s Sons
To Emcee Museum Event
Honorees Include Actors, Authors, Cowboys and Ranchers.
by M. J. Van Deventer

J

ohn Wayne’s name has been linked
with the National Cowboy Museum
since 1955, when the
museum was founded. He
served on the board of directors and
was the grand marshal for a
downtown Oklahoma City parade
celebrating the museum’s opening
June 26, 1965.
Much of “the Duke’s” movie memorabilia
is a favorite exhibit for visitors touring the
museum’s Western Performers Gallery.
The legendary star’s memory and
influence on western entertainment will no doubt be
reprised by two of his sons, Patrick and Ethan, when
they share the master of ceremonies honors at the
annual Western Heritage Awards April 18, in a black tie
gala at the museum.
Patrick John Morrison – aka Patrick Wayne – is the
second son of John Wayne and his first wife, Josephine
Alicia Saenz. Now 75, he made more than 40 films,
including nine with his father. He made his film debut
at age 11 in his father’s Rio Grande movie.
20 ion Oklahoma APRIL/MAY 2015

His roles in other notable films, directed by family
friend and iconic director John Ford, include The Quiet
Man, The Long Gray Line, Mister Roberts and The
Searchers. Following a long career in movies, television
and documentaries about his father,
Ford and the film industry, Patrick
Wayne became chairman of the John
Wayne Cancer Institute in 2003. This is
not Patrick’s first WHA event. He also
was an awards presenter in 2011.
John Ethan Wayne, 53, was the
second son of John Wayne and his third
wife, Pilar Pallete. He grew up in
Newport Beach, Calif., and shared his
father’s love of the ocean
and the outdoors. His
name honors John
Wayne’s character in
The Searchers, Ethan
Edwards.
Like his half-brother
Patrick, Ethan enjoyed a
career that included
movies and television as
well as soap operas. He
also was a stunt man in
Patrick (top) and Ethan Wayne
several films. He first

National Cowboy and Western
Heritage Museum, Oklahoma City.

played Little Jake, the grandson of his father’s title
character in Big Jake.
He appeared as an expert on John Wayne memorabilia
on the History Channel’s Pawn Stars in the episode Dog
Day Afternoon, which aired January 14, 2014. He now
manages John Wayne Enterprises and serves as the
director of the John Wayne Cancer Foundation.
Patrick and Ethan are the third descendants of John
Wayne’s family to participate in the Western Heritage
Awards program. Anita LaCava Swift, a granddaughter of
John Wayne, has been a frequent guest at the WHA event
and other Cowboy Museum functions for almost a decade.
THE EVENT HAS OFTEN been called “The Oscars of
the West” and Hollywood celebrities have long been
regulars on the WHA podium. Among others who have
served as emcees, presenters or honorees are Tom
Selleck, Tommy Lee Jones, Ernest Borgnine, Maureen
O’Hara, Charlton Heston, Sam Elliott, Katharine Ross
and “The Duke,” himself.
Although John Wayne died June 11, 1979, his movies
are now film classics and his legend shines bright in
Hollywood annals. In the annual Harris Poll, which
asks, “who is your favorite movie star?” John Wayne is
consistently in the top 10.

THE WESTERN HERITAGE AWARDS program, first
staged in 1961 at Oklahoma City’s landmark Skirvin
Hotel, was established to honor the legacy of those
whose works in literature, music, film and television
reflect the significant stories of the American West.
The event also recognizes inductees into the
prestigious Hall of Great Westerners and the Hall of
Great Western Performers. The Chester A. Reynolds
Memorial Award, named in honor of the Museum’s
founder, is a highlight of the evening.
Honorees receive a Wrangler, an impressive bronze
sculpture of a cowboy on horseback, currently designed
by noted Oklahoma sculptor Harold Holden.
SLATED FOR INDUCTION POSTHUMOUSLY into the
Hall of Great Western Performers are Ken Maynard and
James Coburn. Maynard was a trick rider with the
Buffalo Bill Wild West Show and later with Ringling
Brothers. He was a champion rodeo rider and made his
movie debut in The Man Who Won in 1923.
Coburn appeared in several minor westerns before
being cast as the knife-throwing, quick-shooting Britt in
the John Sturges 1960 hit, The Magnificent Seven.
This year’s inductees into the Hall of Great Westerners
APRIL/MAY 2015 ionOklahoma 21

include the late John Hughes, a legendary cattleman
from Bartlesville, and Cotton Rosser, a renowned rodeo
producer and owner of the Flying U Rodeo Company in
Maryville, Calif.
The 2015 recipient of the Chester A. Reynolds Award
is Harvey Dietrich, who began his career in a Los
Angeles meat packing plant and later established the
Sun Land Beef Company in Tolleson, Ariz., one of the
top 20 beef producing operations in the U. S.

Above, James Coburn publicity shot for The Californians,1959.
Left, Ken Maynard with his horse, Tarzan.

Other category awards for outstanding performance
include:
FILM
Theatrical Motion Picture: The Homesman.
Documentary: The Road to Valhalla.
TV Feature Film: Klondike Miniseries.
Fictional Drama: Hell on Wheels Episode 410: Return
to Hell.
Western Lifestyle Programming: Stateline: Cowboys
of Color.
MUSIC
Original Western Composition: Where Horses are
Heroes.
Traditional Western Album: Cowboys and Girls.
New Horizons: Hannah Houston.
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LITERARY
Juvenile Book: How the West Was Drawn: Women’s
Art, Linda L. Osmundson.
Western Novel: The Poacher’s Daughter, Michael
Zimmer.
Nonfiction Book: A Lakota War Book from the Little
Bighorn: The Pictographic “Autobiography of Half
Moon,” Castle McLaughlin.
Art Book: Montana’s Charlie Russell: Art in the
Collection of the Montana Historical Society, Jennifer
Bottomly-O’Looney and Kirby Lambert.
Photography Book: Wilderness, Debra Bloomfield.
Magazine Article: Not for Sale, Bob Welch, American
Cowboy.
Poetry Book: The Goatherd, Larry D. Thomas.
The Western Heritage Awards weekend events are
open to the public by reservation. A Jingle-JangleMingle event Friday, April 17 is $35 for Museum
members; the Saturday April 18 awards banquet is $150
for members. Call (405) 478-2250, ext. 219 for further
information or tickets. n

ART

Metalhoma:
A Three Dimensional Journey
by Mindy Ragan Wood

T

hree dimensional artist Christie Hackler’s
latest work is on display at the Project Box
Community Art Space in Oklahoma City’s
Paseo District. Using a variety of metals and
processes, her productions are as moving as they are
colorful and striking.
Her current body of work, “FOR/give: A Migratory Experience,”
focuses on freedom from the burdens of regret, pain, and the

unchangeable past.
While Hackler has always enjoyed working with her
hands, her work as an artist didn’t dawn as a child
prodigy in art class but later in life as a need to
process the sorrow of loss and trauma. After the
sudden death of her 6-year-old son to meningococcal
disease in 1996, depression followed grief until an
opportunity to express her pain in art came along.
“My very kind and supportive husband bought me a
kiln. Never having tried ceramics, I was pretty
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intimidated by the beast and it sat in our garage for months
before I had the energy to pursue reading the directions,” said
Hackler.
She took a class at the University of Central Oklahoma in
ceramics but it wasn’t until she met 3D art professor Charleen
Weidell, her “metal momma,” that she was exposed to metal
work.
“My path has been all over the place from drawing,
painting, design, cooking, sewing, sculpting and ceramics but
once metal got in my blood it made sense to me why I always
loved the hardware store and power tools. The nature of metal
suits my strong will and Type-A personality. It holds a
permanence that I think I seek, and maybe because of my
loss, I yearn for its stability.”
While she admits loss is ever present in her work, it is often
viewed with other perspectives.
“I hope that what is received from the viewer is a story of
acceptance, change, and positivity for the future,” she said. “I
feel that art has the ability to be an unspoken language that
reaches past the mind and sinks into the soul of a person. I
ﬁnd that sometimes people don’t know why they like a piece
and that it evokes a visceral reaction which quietly touches a
memory or place that hopefully gives them peace.”
With her son’s
memory ever
near, Hackler
has yet found joy
in other aspects
that emerge in
her work. She
enjoys exploring
how “we detach
ourselves to our
life experiences,
religious issues,
ideologies, and
societal concepts.”
The confessed process driven artist said her work is guided
by a concept or message consistently from the female
experience and voice.
“My work is very feminine,” she said, “in that it speaks from
a female perspective. I think this voice comes from me being
raised in an all-male household and then raising four boys. I
wouldn’t say that my work is necessarily feminist, but my
24 ionOklahoma APRIL/MAY 2015

Above, Revolution
Left, Grand Canyon

intention is to show the strength and
perseverance of the female spirit.”
Methods to her productions include
welding, soldering, and brazing. Her work
with copper and silver show the
processes of construction, fold forming,
raising and patina.
“Additionally I love vitreous enamel and the wide variety of
techniques you can use with metal,” she said. “Enamel is
glass particles ﬁred onto the metal in a 1450 degree kiln. I
love the saturated and broad color palette that the enamel
gives the metal. I like the multi-stepped process of taking the
metal from the industrial state to shaping and forming it to
bring about a feminine quality. The ﬁring gives me a charge of
excitement when it comes out brightly colored and shiny.”

Her ability to capture the message
and emotion within others can be
seen especially in one particular
piece she mentioned, which was
commissioned by a person who lost
their home in a tornado.
“It was conceived from the idea of
a dragon’s breath spewing out
negative energy away from the
owner’s home after it was hit by a
tornado a few years ago,” she said.
“The piece is made of steel tubing
and formed steel holders which
house large red, orange, yellow, and
clear glass pieces made by Blue
Sage Studio in Oklahoma City.”
Other commission works include a
nickel plated chandelier that holds
two miles of nickel chain.
“This piece was my ﬁrst attempt
at working with ferrous metals and I
APRIL/MAY 2015 ionOklahoma 25

ARTWORK BY CHRISTIE HACKLER

FOR/give:
A Migratory Experiment
Growing up the granddaughter of a prominent Oklahoma preacher I
was “raised up” in “the church,” which was code word for the Church
of Christ or otherwise known as the exclusive church whose devoted
and loyal brothers and sisters would be the only ones lovingly
welcomed in the ever lasting and forgiving arms of Jesus Christ, their
eternal personal savior, whose love and grace has cleansed them of
their earthly sins and atrocities which hath been purged from the
Devil himself!
Can I get an AMEN!?!...OK, now that I’ve set the stage…FOR/give
is a show, which focuses on the beauty of letting go and setting free
the attachments we have to our past.
— Christie Hackler

feel it was a true turning point in my work,”
she said.
She continues to draw and paint, but it doesn’t seem to be
in harmony with her nature.
“It’s pretty painful for me. I think that too much sitting
bores me and I ﬁnd that metal work, whether swinging a
hammer, welding or grinding is similar to a moving
mediation,” she said. “The physicality of metal work, while
challenging for my 108 pound frame, pushes me to stay
present in the process.
Hackler hopes her latest
work, “FOR/give: A Migratory
Experience,” evokes
inspiration to let go of the
past with its regrets and
pain; to embrace change and
the promise of tomorrow. This
is perhaps best illustrated in
the 3D butterﬂies she created.
“The butterﬂy doesn’t give a care! She frolics about and
does not carry the weight of her past. She ﬂoats upon the
wind, lays her eggs amongst the milkweed and when it is her
time to pass, her offspring takes up the journey. So it is with
26 ionOklahoma APRIL/MAY 2015

this symbolism that I ﬁnd meaning to my own
experience,” she said.
Hackler is also advancing the work of other artists.
She is founder and president of FRINGE, a metro based
community art organization dedicated to group shows
for women in the Oklahoma City metro area.
The Project Box is located at 3003 Paseo Drive in Oklahoma
City where her work is currently displayed. For more
information about Hackler’s work, visit metalhoma.com. n

PEOPLE

MY SPACE
Commentary by Peggy Gandy
Column One: Titillating party talk, snow caper, obits, elephant ride, and hats off!

W

elcome to my new column which I
promise you will be fun, irreverent,
absurd, rambling and at times
informative. I tried to come up with
an edgy title but frankly the ones I thought of
didn’t make a whole lot of sense.

Peggy Gandy recently retired after 40 years of serving as Society
Editor and Socail scence Sunday columnist for The Daily Oklahoman.
She also wrote a blog “Keeping It Lite,” a Sunday Datebook and
numerous feature stories. Prior to that she freelanced a weekly “Humor
Me” column for the paper. She was a contributing editor for humor
features for three local country club magazines for 20 years. She has
written and performed humorous shorts for twp local television stations.
and was an Oklahooma Hospitality Club “Ladies in the News” honoree;
Redlands Council of Girl Scouts “Women of the Year” honoree;
Oklahoma Symphony Orchestra League “Women of Distinction” honoree.
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Coming off a long run as a Society Editor and social news
columnist, I’m pretty savvy about the protocol involved in
attending ‘important events.’ Certain things are a given.
Bands are too loud no matter where you sit, salsa and chips
never make the hors d’oeuvres list, and most of the female
guests wearing long gowns have Spanxx lines. Reservations
rarely match the number of people attending, no one ever
knows which side their bread plate is on. This is an ongoing
problem, especially for those who don’t know what a bread
plate is.
Then there’s the question of which fork to use ﬁrst. Men and
women seldom agree on this. Some people pick up the ﬁrst
fork they see, not necessarily theirs, and use it for every
course including the dessert. Others get the fork thing right,
but then try to cut their meat with the butter knife.
Guests crowding the dance ﬂoor look like they’re from
another planet, the Food Chairmen has a meltdown if the
entrée is garnished with parsley instead of rosemary, and
when you’re seated for dinner and draw a table leg pushed
against your knee, you’re hobbled for the next two days.
I’m so happy spring is here. Retrieving my newspaper
during winter months presents a problem for me. When my
paper is buried in snow at the end of my drive, there’s no way I
can get to it. So, I have worked out a routine. First I try to

reach it with a rake and an old tomato stake. When that
doesn’t work, and it seldom does, I back my car out of the
garage, sliding in reverse until I am close enough to open
the car door and grab it. Then the door won’t close when I
catch my robe in it, but I don’t have far to go. Meanwhile, my
neighbors across the street are selling front row window
seats to anyone who wants to come over and watch the
newspaper action going on in my drive.
Have you ever wondered how your obituary is going to
read? Mine will be a challenge because I HAVE missed an
OU game, I don’t crochet, watch “The Price Is Right’’ or work
crossword puzzles. The only thing I’ve NEVER missed is a
hairdresser appointment.
Bamboo and Chai, two Asian elephants, one 48 and the
other 36 years old, are scheduled to be moved from Seattle’s
Woodland Park Zoo to the Oklahoma City Zoo. They will travel
in climate-controlled containers on the back of a ﬂatbed
tractor-trailer for 2,000 miles, and will be accompanied by two
veterinarians, two alternate drivers and three members of the
zoo’s elephant care staff. I can’t help wondering about the pit
stops they’ll have to make, after all they’re female.
The OCZ elephant family, four females and one male, is so
excited about the ladies joining their pachyderm family. I
understand Rex is almost beside himself!

received the Community Spirit Award.
• Love’s Corporate Headquarters was given the Chesapeake
Corporate Award.
• Hal Smith Restaurant Group the President’s Award.
• Chip Fudge the Mayor’s Award for Distinguished Service.
• Oklahoma City Zoo & Botanical Garden the Visionary
Award.
• Urban Ag Coalition the Volunteer Spirit Award.
• Ann Felton Gilliland the Lifetime Achievement Award.
• Katie Prior, Ariel McAffrey and Ava McAffrey the Education
Award.

ON A SERIOUS NOTE, I’d like to extend kudos to a number of
outstanding people and businesses in our community who
have been honored recently:
• Oklahoma City Beautiful recognized their 2015
Distinguished Service Award Honorees at an annual
luncheon held at Oklahoma City Golf & Country Club.
• The John Rex Elementary School and TAP Architecture

Four women who have made signiﬁcant contributions to the
community were honored at The Societies of Oklahoma City
University’s annual Awards of Excellence fundraiser at
Oklahoma City Golf & Country Club. Sherry Beasley, Elaine
Levy, Sally Bentley and Donna Nigh received the accolades.
Dave Lopez and the Chickasaw Nation were honored for their
efforts supporting the youth of the community at the annual
Boys & Girls Clubs Champions of Youth Gala, ‘An Evening of
Magic,’ at the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum;
The Junior League of Oklahoma City’s annual Legacy and
Legends Luncheon at Oklahoma City Golf & Country Club,
celebrating 24 years of legends in the League, honored Debby
Hampton, Janie Axton and Mary Nichols, and
Nancy and Bob Ellis were recognized at the Oklahoma
Museum of Art by Circle Club members, as Honorary
Chairmen of the 2015 Campaign for the Leadership Division
of Allied Arts. n
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TRAVEL
Azaleas Star in Muskogee’s Spring Festival
Rain or Shine, This Show Always Goes On
by M. J Van Deventer

E

very spring, the population of Muskogee
swells during the month of April as
people from across the country and
around the world converge on Honor
Heights Park. They come in cars and tour buses,
on bikes and motorcycles.
The main attraction?
A ﬂower that appears so delicate it’s hard to believe how
sturdy and resilient it really is.
During April, azaleas of many styles and a rainbow of
brilliant colors bloom just in time for the Azalea Festival, a
spectacular nature show that has been drawing tourists to
Muskogee since the city purchased this vast park in 1909.
A view of the teaching garden near the butterfly house.

GROWING UP IN MUSKOGEE, I remember Honor Heights Park
as one of the most beautiful places to play. We swam in the
park’s pool on summer’s hottest days. We enjoyed church
picnics in the summer. It wasn’t June if we weren’t attending
lovely weddings in the park. Weiner roasts were prevalent in
the fall. And, with its winding trails and hundreds of trees, it
was the scariest place in the world on Halloween.
The park was also off limits to nice girls at night. A teen girl’s
greatest fear was her date would want to take her to the top of
Agency Hill and park by the water tower. Absolutely forbidden.
I left Muskogee and Honor Heights to attend college and
launch my journalism career. I returned through the years only to
visit family or close high school friends. I moved back about
three years ago as the bride of my grade school sweetheart. I
found Honor Heights Park even more glorious than I remembered.
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Muskogee residents now consider the park as “the crown
jewel of the city.”
Its 132 acres overlook the city and encompass Agency Hill,
which features the Five Civilized Tribes Museum, once the tribal
headquarters for the Cherokee, Choctaw, Creek, Chickasaw
and Seminole tribes that called this area of northeastern
Oklahoma “home.”
The Azalea Festival has put Muskogee on the national map
as a popular spring destination trip. It is considered by
garden and travel aﬁcionados as one of the top annual events
in the South. Across the United States, there are 13 other
cities in 10 states ~ from the Carolinas and Florida to Oregon
and Texas ~ that celebrate this special blooming plant.
Numerous areas of the Muskogee park, many featuring the

The Azalea Festival has put
Muskogee on the national
map, considered by garden
and travel aficionados as
one of the top annual events
in the South.
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colorful azaleas, include a nature trail, the
Audubon Trail, a favorite of bird lovers; and the
half mile Stem Beach Trail, where local runners
and walkers exercise and practice for marathons,
like the 5k, 15k and fun run held during the
Azalea Festival.
There’s also tennis courts, an arboretum, and
an amphitheater, perfect for outdoor dramas and
ceremonies. The newest addition is a state of the
art playground. Besides being the largest
playground in the region, it will be dedicated in
April as a “NatureGround” national
demonstration site.
DOGWOOD, REDBUD, CRABAPPLES and native
trees abound in the 40 acres devoted to 30,000
plants. They all seem to know spring is here when
they play supporting roles as leafy backdrops to
the 635 varieties of azaleas. This is nature’s
drama at its best. Other blooming plants - tulips
and daffodils - may take a backseat to the
fragile-looking azaleas but all the plants combine
to give tourists a ﬁrst rate show.
What is enticing for visitors is the front row
seat they have in this nature theater. Whether you
arrive on a bike or a tour bus, you can walk the
grounds, and get a bird’s eye view of these rufﬂed
beauties. Or if you prefer, there’s a horse-drawn
carriage ride to take you through the park in
Victorian style.
Of course, the beauty of the azaleas depends on
Oklahoma’s mercurial and ﬁnicky weather.
Azaleas, ﬂowering shrubs that are cousins of the
larger rhododendrons, have petals that are
almost as thin as an onion skin. They are shade
tolerant and prefer living near or under trees.
They are, after all ﬂeeting beauties and, in a
perfect world, they crave protection from the
elements.
Yet, they are hardier than one would expect. At
Honor Heights, they have survived drought,
extreme temperatures brought on by blazing sun
or dangerous ice. Heavy rainfalls and hail are like
a tsunami for azaleas. And of course, just like
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The Papilion – the butterfly house.

humans, they dwell in fear of tornadoes.
Predictably, the beauty of each spring’s festival depends on
how cooperative Mother Nature has been in the preceding
months. Park ofﬁcials can’t apologize for the errant
temperament of Mother Nature. But they strive to make each
year’s Festival, and its accompanying events, better than the
previous year.
J. Mark Wilkerson, Muskogee’s director of parks and
recreation, said visitors within the next few years will see a
reinvestment - a makeover - of the existing gardens and
facilities.
“It includes the replanting of new azaleas in place of elderly
or dying plants,” he said. “We also have plans to diversity the
blooming plants to expand the ﬂoral attraction to the park for
more year round enjoyment.”
ALONG WITH THE PARK’S LAKES, featuring paddle boats and
ﬁshing docks, are picnic areas and a rose garden anchored by
a gazebo perfect for weddings. A butterﬂy house - The Papilion
- opened two years ago with great fanfare. It has become a
favorite gathering place for families and an exciting ﬁeld trip
for school children.

Near the butterﬂy house are public teaching gardens
showcasing a variety of perennial plants and ﬂowers
indigenous to this region of the state. The old swimming pool
is gone now, replaced by beautifully landscaped public areas,
including park benches and play areas for children.
Numerous auxiliary events are planned during the monthlong celebration including the 49th annual Azalea Parade.
Banners by local artists hang throughout the city during the
festival.
Just as the azaleas begin to fade, and summer glides into
fall, the city’s parks department begins planning for the
Christmas holidays and another spectacular event - the
Garden of Lights, which runs from Thanksgiving through New
Year’s Day.
With the azaleas resting up for their next spring
extravaganza, the park becomes a winter wonderland of a
million brilliant glittering lights.
The park truly is deserving of being called Muskogee’s
“crown jewel.”
For more information on the 2015 Azalea Festival and
related events, contact Muskogee’s Parks and Recreation
Department, (918) 684-6302. n
APRIL/MAY 2015 ionOklahoma 33

ART
Festival of the Arts 2015
Happening April 21-26 in
Downtown Oklahoma City
OKLAHOMA CITY - Since 1967, Arts Council
Oklahoma City’s Annual Festival of the Arts
has been the city’s “rite of spring.” The 49th
annual Festival of the Arts, April 21-26,
promises to continue this rich tradition. Event
co-chairs for the 2015 Festival of the Arts are
Betsy Brunsteter & Louis Price.
Festival of the Arts is produced by Arts
Council Oklahoma City and presented by
Chesapeake Energy Corporation and Devon
Energy Corporation. The 2015 Festival of the

Arts will take place April 21-26 in Downtown
Oklahoma City at the Festival Plaza and the Myriad
Botanical Gardens. The event runs 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Tuesday through Saturday and 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday. Admission is free. For their safety and yours,
pets are not allowed.
Every year Festival of the Arts attracts up to
750,000 people over six days. Free admission,
amazing art, fantastic food, exciting entertainment
and fun activities are all in store for visitors to enjoy
at this year’s Festival.
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Visual Arts
The Festival features 200 artists from all over
the United States. This year’s theme is “Festival
on Hudson” and the poster artist, Carol Joy
Shannon, is from Raleigh, North Carolina.
Several of the featured artists are from
Oklahoma, representing the rich culture and
talent of our state. Artists from a total of 43
states and two countries will exhibit this year’s
Festival.

Culinary Arts
Take a break from the visual and performing
arts to enjoy all the ﬁne food that Festival of the
Arts has to offer. International Food Row
features old favorites like Indian Tacos,
Strawberries Newport and Papa’s Greek Foods.
New additions to this year’s International Food
Row include Kaiser’s and C’est Si Bon. Each
food vendor is partnered with a local arts-related nonproﬁt
agency, so each bite goes to support the arts in central
Oklahoma.

Performing Arts
Festival of the Arts has three stages of non-stop performing
arts entertainment ranging in scope from the youngest
elementary school performers to professional musicians. Art
Moves, another Arts Council OKC program, also has pop-up
performances and art demos throughout the grounds.

Art for Children
The Youth Plaza will include many great activities for
children and families. Shop from Festival’s youngest artists
at the Youth Art Sale where youth ages 8 to 18 present their
own artwork for sale. Young at Art Mart is a special noadults-allowed section where children can purchase art
created by their favorite Festival artists for $5 or less.
Children can create their own unique work of art in the
Children’s Art Field. Face painting for $1 will be available in
the northeast side of the Myriad Gardens.

Support the Arts
Festival of the Arts is more than an engaging arts
extravaganza, all proceeds support Arts Council Oklahoma
City’s year-round, free and low-cost programming. Another
unique way to support this effort is by attending the Angels
and Friends Party. It boasts entertainment, fare from OKC’s

best restaurants, an open bar and a chance to celebrate the
arts and the coming of Spring with OKC’s most devout arts
supporters.
Arts Council Oklahoma City is a non-proﬁt 501 (c)(3)
organization dedicated to bringing the arts and the
community together through free or low-cost cultural events
and a variety of arts outreach activities that impact
underserved populations. Each year, Arts Council OKC
events, programs and services reach nearly one million
Oklahoma City residents and visitors. Arts Council Oklahoma
City is sponsored by Chesapeake Energy Corporation and
Devon Energy Corporation, MidFirst Bank, The Oklahoman
and NewsOK.com, OGE Energy Corporation, Ozarka Water &
Coffee Service, Sonic – America’s Drive-in, ICG, ImageNet
Consulting, and Tyler Media. Arts Council Oklahoma City
receives funding from the Oklahoma Arts Council and
National Endowment for the Arts, and is an Allied Arts
member agency. For more information, call 405-270-4848 or
visit www.ArtsCouncilOKC.com. n
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The Care Center…
COMMUNITY

a child response and evaluation center

YOU ARE NOT
ALONE
is our theme.
by Don Swift

O

klahoma is very fortunate indeed to
have this nationally accredited Child
Advocacy Center and non-profit
organization serving Oklahoma County.

The Care Center provides forensic interview services
in a child friendly setting for professionals who
investigate child crimes. At the Care Center every child
is treated with compassion, love, and respect in a safe
environment.
The Care Center staff work of nine with medical
professionals, law enforcement agencies, and child
protection workers to provide the most efﬁcient and
comprehensive services for children and their families.
Recently, Stacy McNeiland, CEO, stated in her 2014
annual report, “we have served more than 2,300
children and families this past year through our
combined programs of forensic interviews, medical
exams, counseling, and specialized advocacy services.”
Stacy commented, “I see miracles happen every day
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when children who have experienced the unimaginable, share
their stories, and receive the tools they need to heal.” During
2014 we added another great member to our staff. Harlow, our
therapy dog in training, brings joy, peace, smiles and hope to
many of our children and their families who visit The Care
Center.
Also, in 2014 The CARE CENTER received $1,056,852.44 in
income and expended $1,000,325.56 in program services,
administration, and fundraising events. The Care Center
received income from State and Federal Government Grants,
Donations, In Kind Donations, and Fundraising Events.
The Care Center Annual Gala (Fundraiser) on May 2, 2015
titled “A Night with the Stars” has become a huge
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and support our efforts in helping children of
abuse. As a non-proﬁt organization our clients
never pay for services.”
The Care Center Staff and CARE Leadership
Board of Directors are to be highly commended
for their time and efforts to address this very
difﬁcult and tragic issue of child abuse
happening in our community at an alarming rate
success over the years and tradition as the 2015 actors, Rex
Linn, Ron Lester, Rob Gallavan, Miss Oklahoma Alex Eppler,
Phil Paz, and Randy Wayne will travel to OKC for supporting
the Care Center and its important mission of treating and
ending child abuse.
“In Oklahoma, 1 in 3 girls and 1 in 5 boys will be abused by
their 18th birthday. It’s a staggering statistic and we must do
everything we can to protect our precious, youngest
Oklahomans,” says Stacy McNeiland, CEO, and “the annual
gala is a way to raise community awareness of this problem
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Conference room

The Interview room, below, has a one-way mirror, right, for observation.

The playroom is packed with toys and play yard provides plenty to
keep kids busy.

when compared to other states across the nation.
Coming soon will The Care Center will be launching a new
EDUCATION and OUTREACH PROGRAM which will provide more
community awareness about child abuse prevention and our
Resource Room to better serve our families. The future appears
to be exciting as more and more Oklahomans are learning how
they can make a difference.
To learn more about The Care Center or schedule a tour of our
campus please contact, Stacy McNeiland, CEO at 236,2100. n
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Our community impact
We are the only child abuse
advocacy center in
Oklahoma County offering a
seamless effort towards a
child’s healing after abuse.
— The Care Center

COMMUNITY

MEMORIAL FLAG
FINDS NEW HOME
by Mindy Ragan Wood

A

New York and even the Smithsonian Institute.
“The 9/11 Memorial acquisitions staff first said they
would accept, but months later told me they wouldn’t
take it. I tried the Smithsonian, but they said it would
take two years to do an acquisition. So we left it in
place and I continued to look for a new home.”
It’s not a simple task to remove the
The flag has been housed in the former
flag on the ceiling of its current
office of the Memorial Institute for the
location. Because the new offices will
Prevention of Terrorism (MIPT), but will
be fitted as a business conference
have to be moved after the organization’s
complex, it can’t stay where it is.
funding was cut last year. The Oklahoma
“You can’t get a forklift in there, so
City University School of Law will
you have to put up scaffolding. You
display the memorial in its new national
have to take the flag down, then the
security and intelligence center, which
structure that holds the flag in a certain
opened in downtown Oklahoma City last
configuration,” said Cid.
week.
The estimated cost to remove and
The flag was created in response to the
transport the flag is as much as $20,000.
9/11 tragedy. Designed by Elizabeth
David Cid, MIPT’s former
Cid was relieved when Josh Snavely,
Barnes, the 60-foot-by-30-foot flag was
executive
director
an assistant dean for the Oklahoma City
completed in part due to volunteers from
University School of Law contacted him.
all over the world who stitched each name. It travelled
“They had some money, endowments specifically for
throughout the country on display for several years
before being hung on the ceiling in the training room of art preservation and wanted to know if they could take
the flag and put it up in the national security law
the MIPT’s offices at 621 N Robinson.
center. So it’s going to go there,” he said.
David Cid, MIPT’s former executive director, said he
Cid is no stranger to counter terrorism. He is a retired
tried to find a home for it among the acquisitions in

flag bearing the names of every
U.S. victim of terrorism between
1970 and 2004 has found a new
home.
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FBI agent who specialized in counter terrorism in
Minnesota, at FBI headquarters, and finally in
Oklahoma. Cid was an integral part of the MIPT, an
organization founded in response to the 1995 Murrah
Building bombing. MIPT trained more than 25,000
police officers nationally in terrorism prevention before
losing its funding last year.
“We had a budget of $2 million and did $10 million
worth of work,” said Cid.
He remains a driving force in the prevention of
terrorism through education. Cid is the director of the
Homeland Security Institute at Rose State College and
wrote courses for the program.
“The courses I wrote deal with analysis, intelligence,
operations, and everything you need to know to prevent
terrorism in a constitutional democracy. Rose State
College created the program in response to the need for
homeland security professionals to get a formal
education,” he said.
A date has not been set for flag’s removal and it is
unknown when it will be available for viewing. For
more information, contact the Oklahoma City
University School of Law at 405-208-5337. n
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by Linda Miller

COME ON, SUMMER. Swimwear looks
pretty tempting.
While most women don’t enjoy the dressing room
experience, this season’s selection of swimwear seems
to offer something for everyone.
Perennial favorites continue to be bikinis, tankinis,
maillots and tanks, but those styles have been
wrapped, ﬂounced, sliced and cut out, giving
them a fresh look for hot fun in the
summertime.
High-waist bottoms give a retro vibe.
Some tops stretch below the bust but not
quite to the waist. Others are bralettes or
simple triangle tops. Straps become
accents for tops and bottoms. Many bikini
tops get a dose of pretty from rufﬂes,
ﬂounces and ﬂutters.
Megan Barnes, owner of L.A. Sun & Sport at
Shoppes at Northpark, said rufﬂes on tops and
bottoms are really prevalent in the junior
market. What’s interesting, she said, is that
fuller bottoms outsell more skimpy styles, even
for high school and college girls.
Left, Kenneth Cole Reaction Coastal Escapade underwire
print top and black bottom, available at Dillard’s.
Right, Gianni Bini chevron print flutter top and shirred,
high-waist bottom. Both available at Dillard’s.
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Paolita fan print two-piece with
sweetheart-style top, available at
L.A. Sun & Sport.

With athletic and leisure wear so popular, it’s no surprise scuba or wet
suit inﬂuences have spilled into swimwear for a sporty look.
Sporty, retro and more demure styles don’t attract all the attention,
though. Sexy comes from cut-outs, mesh, slits, plunging necklines and
skin-revealing monokinis.
A lot of styles have trends that overlap, such as a rufﬂe top with a
high-waist bottom or side cut-outs on a high-neck tank, Barnes said.

Above, Gold bikini with wrap top by Vitamin A,
available at L.A. Sun & Sport.
Below, Luli Fama peach bikini with high neck,
available at L.A. Sun & Sport.
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Below, Tommy Bahama stripe,
zip-front rashguard with bikini
bottom, available at Dillard’s.

Left, LeMar white ruffle laser-cut bandeau top and print bottom.
Right, Maaji ruffle top bikini with black detail. Both available at L.A. Sun & Sport.

While a black one-piece style is always classic and favored by many women,
there’s no denying the appeal of prints and eye-popping color. There’s plenty of
both from which to choose, including tribal prints, 3D effects, geometrics, dots,
hot pink, coral and varying shades of blue.
Riley Ravencraft, manager for L.A. Sun & Swim, said many swimwear companies
are known for their prints, and women have started shopping those brands for the
signature looks. Prints also can make a suit stand out in a sea of solids, she
said.
Here’s another surprise: When was the last time you saw a long-sleeve
swimsuit? Sleeves add sophistication to classic or modern styles, making
those suits the perfect complement for a skirt or shorts away from the
water – or for someone who just needs protection from the sun.
It’s the swimsuit industry’s way of incorporating swim with
sportswear, Barnes said. The more ways a suit can be worn, the
better for everyone.
So, cover up a little or show a lot. Rufﬂe it up or go sporty. It
really is your choice when it comes to swimwear this year. n
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Oklahoma City Community College presents

MARY CHAPIN CARPENTER
with special guest Aoife O’Donovan

“Grace meets physical agility to create movement that is as
lyrical as it is astonishing.” ~The Sunday Oregonian

Pilobolus Dance Theater
Tuesday,
Tuesda
y, April
Ap
April 21, 7:
7:30
30 P
P.M.
.M.
Tickets:
Tick
kets: $25 –$45
– $45

OCCC Visual and Performing Arts Center Theater

Monday, March 30, 7:00 P.M.

Purchase online at tickets.occc.edu or call the box office at 405-682-7579
Oklahoma City Community College
Tickets: $28–$52 Presenting sponsor:
7777 South May Avenue
www.occc.edu/pas

OCCC Visual and Performing Arts Center Theater
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ART

INSPIRED WORK
EXHIBITS FEATURE NATIVE AMERICAN ARTISTS
by Linda Miller

C

photograph my travels and share our country with people the
way I saw it, through photography.”
Woods, a citizen of the Chickasaw Nation, has won
numerous awards in the Artists of the Arbuckles.
Inspired by their passions and heritage, Brad Woods, Tyra
Shackleford, an enrolled member of the Chickasaw Nation,
Shackleford, James Wallace and D.G. Smalling connect with
has been ﬁnger weaving for more than 16 years and selling
people through photography, ﬁnger weaving and painting.
her fashions for more than a decade. She credits her father
Woods’ photographs are featured at the Chickasaw Visitor
and other Native Americans for sharing their knowledge on
Center in Sulphur. Shackleford’s
culture and tradition. It was that
ﬁnger weaving and Wallace’s
knowledge, combined with the
photography can be seen at the
teachings of Seminole elder Wisey
Chickasaw Nation Welcome
Narcomey, that Shackleford learned
Center in Davis. Smalling’s
the art of ﬁnger weaving.
paintings are on display at
“My father immersed my sister and
Exhibit C in Oklahoma City.
me in cultural activities at a young
Woods developed a love for
age, which began my knowledge of
nature and the outdoors as a
the importance of our culture,”
young boy and that passion has
Shackleford said. “One characteristic
kept him busy traveling the U.S.
of being Chickasaw is the act of
“At the age of 14, in high
sharing and passing on traditional
“Aztec Dancer” photograph by James Wallace.
school, I started drawing,
knowledge to others so our culture is
painting and taking photos,”
not lost. I am honored to be part of the
Woods said. “My love for wildlife and landscapes became
preservation of my culture and history through art such as
dominant as time went on, which led me to take more
ﬁnger weaving.”
photographs. Seeing the diversity of the landscapes and
Shackelford, a member of the Chickasaw Nation Dance
wildlife the United States has to offer gave me motivation to
Troupe since 2000, has won numerous awards for ﬁnger

ontemporary art pieces by four wellknown Native American artists are on
display through June at three separate
locations in Oklahoma.
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“Last Evening” photograph by Brad Woods.
“Sacred Flame” finger woven
belt by Tyra Shackleford.

weaving, including second place for a belt at the 2014
Red Earth Festival.
Wallace’s passion for photography started in high
school more than 20 years ago. He believes photos are
story tellers and conversation starters.
“I like going into someone’s home and looking at their
photos, I feel as if the images they display have a story
to tell,” Wallace said. “A photo allows someone to keep
an image of a moment or place that is very special to
them and is a natural conversation starter. Being a
photographer allows me to share a moment the
way that I saw it. I enjoy capturing people in
their natural habitat.”
An enrolled member of the Choctaw Nation,
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“Protector’s Hand-and-Eye”
painting by D.G. Smalling.
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Wallace has started adding his photographs to
wood and metal with a coat of acrylic resin, a
technique that has made his work stand out and
won him several awards.
Smalling said his mother and a woman who acted
like a grandmother to him, Kay Orr, always
encouraged him. He has been creating single-line
art, an image drawn in a continuous line, for more
than 10 years. His interest for minimalism and his
Choctaw heritage drew him to the art.
The continuous line deﬁnes the contours of
the subject, which Smalling then develops
with paint and/or ink.
“Every piece I create,
regardless of scale, is one
continuous line,”
Smalling said. “My
work has evolved into
an exercise of
contemporary Southeastern
‘neo-hieroglyphics,’ the reapproach to hieroglyphic art of my
Choctaw heritage, in a modern way, in
terms of materials, techniques and
subjects. The subjects I depict are rarely
historical because I want to describe life today.”
Smalling’s art has been in several exhibitions,
including featured artist at the National Museum of
the American Indian “Choctaw Codetalkers
Celebration” in Washington, D.C. in 2012. He also
has been commissioned to paint several portraits,
including former U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sandra
Day O’Conner, T. Boone Pickens and Sir Tony Blair,
former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom. n

CELEBRATING

ART

NATIVE

ART
The main entertainment stage for
The Artesian Arts Festival.
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ARTESIAN ARTS FESTIVAL PLANNED IN SULPHUR
by Linda Miller

D

ozens of Native artists,
demonstrations, continuous
entertainment and food vendors
will be showcased during the
annual Artesian Arts Festival May 23 at
the Artesian Plaza in Sulphur.
Hosted by the Chickasaw Nation, the event is
planned as a community celebration of all forms of
art. The Artesian Plaza is adjacent to the Artesian
Hotel and Spa.
Paintings, baskets, jewelry, sculpture,
metalworking, bead work, textiles and pottery will be
on display at artist booths. Artists also will
demonstrate and discuss their craft in the ARTesian
Art Gallery.
Artists well known in Oklahoma and throughout the
country will be featured, including Joanna
Underwood, an acclaimed Chickasaw potter. Her
works can be seen in a park called “Oka Chokmasi,”
Chickasaw for “beautiful water,” just southwest of
the Artesian Hotel.
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The Artesian Arts Festival will take place at the Artesian Plaza, adjacent to the Artesian Hotel and Spa in Sulphur.

Other artists scheduled to participate are Margaret Roach
Wheeler and Mike Larsen. Wheeler’s textile art and historically
accurate Native American fashions have been shown in
national magazines and museums. Many of her intricate
designs take weeks to complete.
Larsen is known as a “people painter” and two books
showcase his stories and portraits of 48 Chickasaw elders.
He painted an Oklahoma sunrise for the state’s centennial
postage stamp, and he created “The Arrival” sculpture at the
Chickasaw Cultural Center in Sulphur.
The festival also will offer activities for all ages, including
an area for children’s activities and a senior citizens’ arts and
crafts booth.
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No festival is complete without music, so 16 bands will
provide continuous entertainment on two stages. The lineup
includes Injunuity, a band that blends various musical genres
into a special Native sound. The band has won several Native
American Music Awards (NAMMYS) and has headlined at
foreign music festivals.
A variety of food vendors also will be set up on the Artesian
Plaza.
The festival is free. More than 4,500 people attended last
year’s inaugural event.
For more information about the Artesian Arts Festival, call
the Chickasaw Nation Division of Arts & Humanities at (580)
272-5520. n

Potter Joanna Underwood’s work will be
showcased at the Artesian Arts Festival.

HEALTH

PPM Pharmacy

works to enhance
customers’ health
by Tim Farley

S

ince Oklahoma has some of the worst
health rankings in the country, it came as
no surprise that entrepreneur Ryan Orton
wanted to help improve the quality of life
for his fellow residents.
Orton, owner of PPM Pharmacy, discovered that many patients
were unable to stay compliant with their medications due to time
limitations, transportation problems and lack of communication
between other pharmacies and their customers.
Noncompliance is one of the top reasons people wind up in
urgent care clinics or emergency rooms. As a result, Orton
developed a valuable tool for physicians and customers. His
business focuses on putting the customers ﬁrst by providing free
home delivery, employing personable staff and having quick
turnaround for prescriptions and specialty compounds.
The free delivery is made to homes, businesses or a trusted
family member. With new technology, longer working hours and
busy family activities, people don’t want to spend their free time
standing in line, Orton said.
“Our niche is helping people who can’t get here to pick up their
meds,” he said. “For example, there’s the single mom who works
two jobs so we either deliver to her workplace or to grandma’s
house. Or there’s the busy professional who needs his or her
Opposite, Timothy Taylor and Emily Braden processing vials in the clean room.
Right, Peggy Ray processes the final prescription review.
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Above, the pharmacy is licensed in 11 states.
Below, Tim Taylor and Emily Braden gowning before entering the
clean room.
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medicine delivered to the ofﬁce.”
The delivery areas are Oklahoma City, Midwest City, Edmond,
Newcastle, Blanchard, Yukon, El Reno, Harrah, Choctaw, Nicoma
Park, Shawnee, Norman, Moore, Guthrie, Piedmont and Deer Creek.
If customers live outside of the delivery area, PPM also offers a free
mail order service.
“At PPM Pharmacy, we aim to know our customers by name and not
just a number,” Orton said. “Working together, we can bring access,
affordability and added convenience to all that choose PPM.”
PPM offers a quick turnaround on all prescriptions, compound
medications and specialty drugs, which include hormone
replacement, gout therapy, metabolic supplements, wound therapy
and acute and chronic pain maintenance.
Customers who use PPM’s delivery system the ﬁrst time are often
amazed that the meds were delivered on time as promised.
“The second time they’re thinking ‘this is a great service,’ and by
the third time they want to know how they can get all their meds
delivered to them,” Orton said. “We have to build trust to get people

conﬁdent in our abilities to deliver what we say we we’ll do.”
The pharmacy’s other distinction is its ability to
manufacture compound drugs as directed by physicians.
“There’s usually a very speciﬁc need. It’s either not
commercially available with the ingredients or strength they
(patients) need. The physician will instruct us to build a
medication from scratch using FDA (Food and Drug
Administration) approved ingredients,” Orton said.
The large volume of business keeps the company’s three
full-time pharmacists and the rest of the staff, which
includes four employees who work directly with hormone
replacement therapy, busy at all times.
“That (hormone replacement therapy) is growing and has
the biggest potential for us,” Orton said.
For more information, visit www.myppmpharmacy.com n

Artisian Medical Center, located just
south of Integris Baptist Hospital, at
3300 NW 56th in Oklahoma City.
Below, Barbara Holt and Jessica Pagan
fill prescriptions.
Far right, the clean room is also
referred to as the buffer room.
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PEOPLE

PURE INSPIRATION
Margo offers more than lip service
by Linda Miller
photos provided

M

argo Gianos launched her line of allnatural lip balms two years ago and
already her products are sold in
more than 30 stores in seven states.

She recently added body balms to the Honestly Margo lineup
and continues to promote her brand not just locally but at
wholesale gift markets in Dallas and Atlanta.
Gianos, though, is not your typical entrepreneur. Running a
successful business is just one aspect of her busy schedule.
She’s 14, an 8th grader at Casady, an A student and is active
in sports, both through school and outside.
Lip balm isn’t her ﬁrst attempt at entrepreneurship. Even at a
younger age, she had plenty of ideas. While still in elementary
school she wanted a website to sell her art. Maybe she could
whip up bookmarks or kitty collars. She did make and sell cat
and dog toys.
But it was lip balm and those juicy ﬂavors that grabbed attention. She researched natural ingredients and concocted the
moisturizing balm in her kitchen, ﬁlling empty Chapstick tubes
and selling it to her friends. They loved it and wanted more.
Could this be a real business?
With her mother Irene’s encouragement and knowledge of
beauty products – she’s a successful lifestyle blogger —
Honestly Margo was launched with the 12-year-old pitching
her balm to local retailers. Both lip and body balms come in
six ﬂavors. Lip balms sell for less than $10. The balms are
now manufactured in the U.S.

Honestly Margo recently celebrated its second birthday.

She was featured in the Washington Post and Honestly
Margo was included on “Good Morning America’s” Deals and
Steals last year.
Ion recently caught up with this energetic and inspirational
Oklahoma City teen.
Ion: How difﬁcult was it for you early on, as a 12-year-old, to

approach retailers with your product?
Margo: When I ﬁrst started Honestly Margo, I was very
nervous approaching businesses. I felt awkward and shy. As
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Margo Gianos shows off a
display at gift market.

time passed and I practiced more, I have become more
conﬁdent and well spoken.
Ion: You recently added body balms to the collection. Any
other products in the works?
Margo: Right now there is nothing in the works, but you never
know what other products we might decide to come out with
in the future.
Ion: Besides Honestly Margo, what are your other interests?
Margo: I love to play soccer and ﬁeld hockey. I love to hang
out with all of my friends. I also work very hard in school
and maintain my grades. After all my work is done, I love to
watch TV. I watch “Castle,” “The Bachelor,” “NCIS” and
“Pretty Little Liars.” I still have more though. HAHA!
Ion: What’s it like juggling school, life as a teenager and a
business?
Margo: Sometimes juggling all of my school work can be
difﬁcult, especially this year since my classes are harder.
When I come home from school I do my homework then my
Honestly Margo work. I still have time to watch TV, Snapchat
with my friends, FaceTime people and play sports. It’s all
about being efﬁcient and prioritizing. During some of my
breaks at school, I will try to get done some of my work then.
If I want to go out with my friends on Friday nights or the
weekend, I make sure my Honestly Margo work is done
before I go. It can get crazy, but I don’t mind it!
Right, Margo Gianos wears a T-shirt with one of her favorite sayings.
Below, Honestly Margo balms are made of natural ingredients.

For

Ion: After the success of Honestly Margo, do you see a future

for yourself in the beauty business? Or do you have other
aspirations?
Margo: I see myself owning a business when I grow up. I see
myself not working for anyone but myself.
Ion: What advice would you share with other young
entrepreneurs?
Margo: I want all young entrepreneurs to believe in themselves and to never put yourself down. People are going to
say no, you just have to move past those and keep working
hard. Reach for the stars because you can do anything. If
you work hard, you can accomplish anything! n

LIFESTYLE
GAILLARDIA COUNTRY CLUB
H I S T O RY

R E N O VAT I O N

REENERGIZE

Gaillardia, the state of Oklahoma’s official wildflower, is named
after Gaylord de Marentonneau, a French botanist from whom the
Gaylord family are direct descendants.

I

n the mid-1990s, Edward L. Gaylord,
former owner of the Oklahoma Publishing
Company, selected a parcel of his family’s
farm land to transform into a grand, Old
World style clubhouse, golf course and
community that would rival any in the Midwest.
The Gaillardia development includes more than
250 acres of golf course, 240 acres of residential
homes and 66 acres of perimeter business and
commercial property.
Award-winning course architect Arthur Hills designed
Gaillardia’s golf course. His natural approach, along with
his reputation for being environmentally friendly and his
unwavering commitment to excellence, all contributed to his
selection for Gaillardia. The golf course opened in July,
1998.
The Gaylord Learning Center was constructed in 2003 to
compliment the golf course amenities by allowing indoor
golf instruction and short game practice areas. Gaillardia
has garnered recognition from numerous publications
including GolfWeek and Links magazine who named
Gaillardia one of the Top 100 Best Residential Golf
Communities in the U.S.
In 1997, ground was broken for the 55,000-square-foot
French-Normandy style clubhouse. The three-story majestic
clubhouse was designed by the renowned William
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Gaillardia Clubhouse

Zmitowski Associates and opened in 1999. Soon
Gaillardia was recognized as one of the top 100
clubhouses in the world. Despite the formal setting,
Gaillardia features amenities for every walk of life. The
clubhouse is home to both casual as well as formal
dining rooms.
Elegant and spacious banquet facilities are the
setting for hundreds of weddings, business meetings
and other special events each year.
IN 2001 AND 2002 Gaillardia hosted the Senior Tour
Championship. The season-ending competition was a
gathering of the finest players on the Champions Tour
formerly known as Senior Tour. Bob Gilder was the
victor in 2001, with Tom Watson joining him in the
winners’ circle in 2002.

In 2003 Phil Harrington from Harrington, Inc. based in
Little Rock, Arkansas bought Gaillardia Country Club
from the Gaylord Family and operated it until 2013.
In 2014 Concert Golf Partners based in California
and owners of country clubs across the US acquired
Gaillardia Country Club from Harrington, Inc.
Concert Golf Partners are a well capitalized owneroperator of country clubs, golf properties, and a buyer
of loans secured by golf properties nationwide. As an
all cash buyer of country clubs, Concert Golf Partners
do not use debt to finance these investments because
they believe top-notch golf clubs benefit from the
stability and certainty that comes from long term debtfree ownership.
This philosophy allows Concert Golf Partners to reinvest in the country clubs and keep dues for current
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GAILLARDIA FITNESS CENTER

members at affordable rates, while at the same time
attracting new members and building a vibrant
community. Concert Golf Partners have the expertise
from owning and operating over 100 golf properties
across the US since 1990. Concert Golf Partners are
committed to attracting the very best employees,
providing a superior customer exper-ience, and continuously investing in capital improvements along the way.
With all of this in mind 2015 is going to be the best
year ever for Gaillardia Country Club and its members,
guests, and friends. All of the renovations are finally
coming to an end. Many of these new changes will
elevate and enhance the Gaillardia Country Club

THE 19TH HOLE
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GAILLARDIA FITNESS CENTER

The Gaillardia Fitness Center adjoins
the veranda and outside pool.
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The club grill and bar and clubhouse members’ lounge.¡

IN ADDITION TO the facility updates, Chris
Watkins, General Manager and his staff are
excited to announce many of the new services.
“Consistent quality, friendly hospitality,
offering a variety of recreational sports
facilities, and the very finest accommodations
for host-catered events is our focus at
Gaillardia Country Club,” says Watkins.
In 2013, there were approximately 11,600
county clubs in the United States.

experience to a new higher level than ever before” said
Chris Watkins, General Manager.
FOR EXAMPLE, the new Gaylord Learning Center
updates will include an interactive golf learning
instructional software package that is going to be the
first country club in the nation to offer this advanced
technology. Flightscope X2, Trackman Launch Monitor,
and Trackman Pro are far and away the leading
instructional equipment in the golf industry and
Gaillardia is proud to be the first certified facility in
Oklahoma to offer its members the use of Trackman.
The Gaillardia Fitness Center has also been upgraded
with certain new health equipment from the health
industry that will make it known as one of the top
health facilities in the state.
The Dining Room, Member Lounge Area and 19th
Hole Lounge renovations are complete and will provide
everyone with a different, friendly, and much improved
use of these spaces.
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At Gaillardia Country Club there is
something for everyone: golf, tennis,
swimming, health and fitness, security, social events,
etc.
Gaillardia programs include Culinary Kids Classes,
Father-Daughter Dances, Family Fishing Derby, Wine
Tour of the World Tasting events, holiday brunches,
men’s golf development programs, men and lady golf
clinics, tournaments, new and improved junior golf
clinics, nutrition and exercise classes, Lady Spa Days,
etc. These are just a few of the many events and
programs planned annually for Gaillardia Country
Club.
Starting in April the new 19th Hole Lounge will be
scheduling live music every Friday evening for the
members, guests, and friends to enjoy.
Please visit www.gaillardia.com and you will see for
yourself the many new changes and membership
benefits of Gaillardia Country club and how Concert
Golf Partners have plans to make it one of the top
country clubs in the US. n

REVIEW

Tired, Worn Out and Over It.
Ignoring the Echoes and Listening to God’s Voice
by Stephanie D. Moore

The repetitions of my past echoed in my soul… and led me
to the melodic life-giving heartbeat of what remained.

H

ave you ever looked in the mirror and
wondered who it was staring back at
you? It certainly wasn’t the childhood
version of self, full of hopes and
dreams. Maybe you saw a
glimpse of your mother or
father… the side you didn’t
want to see. If you were
anything like me, you saw
an image that was marred or
damaged with uncomfortable
labels firmly affixed to your
forehead.
The words you use daily and
inwardly to describe yourself are often
based on your past and your worst
mistakes. Seemingly those mistakes
seem to latch themselves to you as if
they are a merit badge to be touted
proudly among friends. Maybe they are
words you heard your friends whisper in
passing when they didn’t want you to
know they were discussing you.
At any rate, the words that echo when
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you describe yourself will follow you for life. They have a
tendency to reverb against the recesses of your mind in some
ﬁght to control any semblance of life you may dare hold on to.
They will encourage your choices and
forcibly change your reactions in
ways that aren’t positive. They will
dig an eternal ditch that only gets
deeper in your soul.
This was the road I found myself
wandering blindly down… unable
to reach my destination because
it wasn’t marked, there seemed to
be no end in sight.
I made a lot of mistakes. Some
were very poor choices that
placed me in terribly bad
situations. Rather than face my
problems, I would ﬁnd a way to
avoid them. Or, so I thought…
but I didn’t do a good job. In
fact, rather than avoid my
initial problem, I would ﬁnd
another to embrace. The
mirrored reﬂection that would

stare back at me only indicated I was a
serious troublemaker and headed
toward death’s door at every turn.
Writing ECHOES unlocked the chains
of my past and allowed me to take
responsibility for my truth. It
unapologetically gave me the right to
keep it real with myself. To write this
book provided the opportunity to share a
message with the world that not only
affects so many of us, but can also free
some of us.
The content I decided to uncover is
often considered taboo to speak about
publicly, but is so often, readily shared
amongst acquaintances (not even
friends) behind closed doors. I chose to
share so much of my truth and in such a
candid, raw way because I know there
are many with dark, angry skeletons in
their closets that are ready to be
peaceably laid to rest.
My story of being molested by a friend
of the family when I was eight was only
worsened when I realized quite strangely
that I was in love with this man… the
one who paid attention. His actions
seemingly shoved me down a spiral of
self-hate, self-destruction and
selﬁshness. Each story consecutively
stacked upon the last can raise
awareness to the plights of the average
person transitioning through life’s
various trials.
The story is chronologically told from
my early childhood into adulthood,
marriage and divorce. I chronicle

moments of shame, pain and most
importantly, amazing grace. Yes, grace
found me. (I have always reveled at how
the Bible refers to Noah. It says, Noah
found grace in the eyes of the Lord.)
During a time in my life when every
other person: family, friend and foe had
most certainly written me off, my savior
reigned faithful in his willingness to
never leave me nor forsake me. I began
to realize that in each moment I thought
God was gone or turning a blind eye, he
was right there with me.
In fact, his perfect strength in my
moments of weakness granted the
space and time to realign with his will.
It was not instant or easy to change, but
it was a life or death decision. The
Lord’s words of truth began to grow and
blossom in my spirit like a well-watered
plant that was ﬁt to see light of day. His
seeds buried beneath the layers of my
soil and covered with my soot soon

created a beautiful and living thing
called my life.
However, I noticed that walking with
God couldn’t stop at acknowledging his
gift of eternal life. For if I simply
accepted that he’d forgiven me without
forgiving myself, I could never live a life
of peace or passion. So, I began to look
more closely at me. What did I see when
I looked in the mirror?
I saw a woman full of courage,
strength, tenacity and ability. A woman
that could work tirelessly toward every
dream she once had as a child. A
woman that could no longer make
excuses about why she couldn’t do it or
wouldn’t do what was needed. What I
saw in that mirror was a woman ready
to run toward a divine destination that
was clearly marked and mapped out
uniquely for her. I saw and see myself
living free. n
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BOOK BUZZ:

Priceless
by Lucie Smoker

Whether you want to solve a puzzle or connect to a great family, this month’s stories offer up
true magniﬁcence in the art of words. Perfect for National Poetry Month, they give us meaning, a few
heart palpitations and those priceless laughing tears.

The Game Master by Oklahoma word master, William Bernhardt
“Playing poker was a mindreading act. A player could slip
into endless contemplation of what the opponent knows,
what he knows you know, what he knows that you know
that he knows...”
On the brink of winning the Grand Slam of Poker, game master “BB”
Thomas is interrupted by a man in black suit, white shirt ... dark
shades. The FBI informs BB that his daughter has been kidnapped and
his name spelled out in Scrabble tiles over a murdered scientist. To save his daughter, BB
follows a trail of clues through ancient strategy games, cutting edge computer simulations—even
trash talking to psyche the opponent. As the stakes keep growing, he journeys to Paris, Dubai, and
Pyongyang unraveling an intricate web of secret societies slowly revealing the man who would “delete”
his daughter, Kadey, and possibly annihilate the rest of us.
Chosen for publication by thousands of readers in the Kindle Scout novel contest, The Game Master’s
intelligent, complex puzzle plays out like pure candy to strategists and gamers. Flawed, over-thetop BB Thomas adds a sort of dark decadence.
Go ahead. Just try to start this story and set it down. Bernhardt has
written a royal-straight-ﬂush of suspense. Highest recommendation.

A Spool of Blue Thread by Anne Tyler
“The thing about caller ID is,” Red said, more or less to himself, “it
seems a little like cheating. A person should be willing to take his
chances, answering the phone. That’s kind of the general idea with
phones, is my opinion.”
If you have read Anne Tyler then you likely already know her captivating way
with words. She also loves families—really. When Anne tells you a family story, it isn’t just drama and
dirt. Anne brings out the love and magic that keep us connected even through hard times.
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Abby and Red Whitshank adore their kids and each other. They get frustrated with worry and can’t
ﬁgure out how to work “that caller id.” When their son Denny calls to confess he’s gay and Red says
“Oh what the hell,” in shock, Denny hangs up. They can’t call back. But this is Anne’s story. Family will
triumph. You get to enjoy their enchanting journey.

The Oklahoma Poets Laureate collected and edited by Shawn Holliday
“sometimes poems will reveal
a self as if standing door-framed
to be measured how much
—or, perhaps, if—one has grown
at all since last season’s
prose benighted lines...”
~ from “Sometimes, Even I” by Carl Braun Sennhenn
Brief yet deeply connected to the universal wisdom of everyday moments, poetry is an
antidote to our sterile media—perhaps why so many of us are turning back to reading verse. Oklahoma
has one of the oldest, most respected poet laureate programs in the U.S. and I was lucky enough to run
into one of the laureates who said, “It mainly gives you more opportunities to go places where you
couldn’t go just because you’re Nathan Brown, a poet nobody has heard of. Being the Oklahoma poet
laureate allowed me to go to the far corners of the state, the smaller towns, and bring the state
together through poetry.”
Shawn Holliday of Northern Oklahoma College has carefully collected these works with so much
reverence it seeps through the pages. I enjoyed his sharing a little bit of background on each
poet before his or her poems. It gave me perspective ... a base. If you’ve been away from poetry
for a while or regularly savor a moment with words, try this anthology of the very best.

Dead Wake by Erik Larson
“The smoke from the ships and the exhalations from the river left a haze that
blurred the world and made the big liner seem even bigger, less the product of
human endeavor than an escarpment rising from a plain. The hull was black;
seagulls flew past in slashes of white, pretty now, not yet the objects of horror
they would become, later...”
The RMS Lusitania launched in 1906, the world’s largest transatlantic passenger ship, but was
torpedoed by the Germans in 1915 killing 1,198 passengers and crew. Those are the facts. Erik Larson
gives us the story. In his gifted hands, humbling, terrifying, demonizing events all wrap up with
humanity in all its beautiful, gripping details. They say this true account reads like a thriller and I
would agree—later in the story. Like a great steamer, it takes a while to pick up speed. If you enjoy
magniﬁcent details and slowly building intrigue, I recommend it. It really puts you on board laughing,
crying and desperately grasping for life.
Lucie Smoker is an Oklahoma mom, Kindle Top Ten Murder Mystery author and freelance writer.
More at luciesmoker.wordpress.com.
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ART

Ben Harjo Jr.
A Contemporary Traditionalist in Native American Art
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Paintings Reflect Wit and Whimsey
by M. J. Van Deventer
Photography provided by
Barbara and Ben Harjo.

B

enjamin Harjo Jr. has often been
called “The Picasso of Indian Art.”

Study his colorful, geometric-inspired paintings and it’s easy to see why
that phrase is such a perfect description of his work.
His vivid, primary colors sparkle on the canvas and the unusual circles, lines and
triangles that inform his paintings give viewers a distinctive deﬁnition of
contemporary American Indian art.
Harjo, 69, is one of Oklahoma’s most revered Native American artists. Born in
Clovis, New Mexico, Harjo moved to Oklahoma when he was 9-years-old and grew up
on a farm in Byng, near the South Canadian River. He lived with his grandparents,
two brothers and three cousins.
His fascinating career started with a childhood sketch pad.
Those humble notebooks were his early inspiration. They reﬂected his interest in
cartooning and he sold his one-panel cartoons to the high school newspaper.
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Now, his art is featured in some of the most prestigious
galleries in the United States and around the world. He has
shown his art in every major museum and gallery in
Oklahoma. Abroad, his work has been displayed in France,
Japan, Korea and Somalia.
Harjo envisioned a career in cartoon animation, only to
enroll at the Institute of American Indian Arts in Santa Fe in
1964, and discover their animation program no longer existed.
Some young artists might have found that a daunting
disappointment. Harjo stayed anyway, savoring the company of
fellow students, T. C. Cannon, Doug Hyde, Kevin Red Star, Bill
Prokopiof and Earl Biss. Among his legendary instructors were
the late Charles Loloma, Fritz
Scholder, Allan Houser and
Seymour Tubis, his mentor, who
taught him printmaking. Harjo’s
time was not wasted at the IAIA
and he graduated in 1966.
The Vietnam conﬂict
interrupted Harjo’s career path
toward becoming a professional
artist. When his tour of military
duty was over in 1971, he
enrolled at Oklahoma State
University, graduating with a
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in 1974. He recalls his instructors
there with great fondness: Dale McKinney, Dean Bloodgood, J. J.
McVicker and Marty Avrett. In 2012, OSU inducted Harjo into
its prestigious Alumni Hall of Fame.
It didn’t take long after graduating from OSU for Harjo to
become recognized as an unusual artist who tells his stories
in a captivating geometric, kaleidoscope style. Early in his
career, viewers were excited by his brilliant colors, which
played off each other, and the story-telling quality of his art.
Jim Halsey, a Tulsa country music promoter well known for
representing Roy Clark, introduced Harjo to D. F. Henry, who
had a mobile art gallery in Tulsa. She arranged an exhibit
featuring Harjo and noted wood sculptor Willard Stone.
A major turning point in Harjo’s career was his marriage to

Barbara Isaac, September 25, 1982. She determined, early in
their marriage, she would manage his career, making it
possible for him to devote full time to his art.
What Harjo brings to his paintings is a complex style that is
both curiously clever and innovative. There’s a bit of
mathematical equations, as well as Native American
symbolism.
Robert Henry, Oklahoma City University president, said,
“Native American Picasso is an apt description of Harjo and
his art. His work is serious and sad, whimsical and humorous,
terse and iconic. He’s also an Indian who is a cowboy and he’s
taken his art to new heights.”
The late Oklahoma City
philanthropist Jeanette Sias, an
avid admirer of his art, once
said, “He’s both complex and
elusive. Sometimes it seems he’s
only along for the journey.”
Her husband, Dick Sias, valued
Harjo’s work so immensely, he
commissioned him to design the
label for his Joullian Vineyards
wine, based in Carmel, Calif.
Diversity is the hallmark of his
painting techniques and styles.
Some work resembles intricate mosaics, perhaps inspired by
traditional Seminole patchwork clothing. His pen and ink
sketches reveal the inﬂuence of the cartoons he loved as a
youth. Printmaking provides an avenue for Harjo to play with
texture and subtler palettes. Humor is seen through his witty
imagery or in clever titles he creates.
Harjo is as recognizable as his art. If you are searching for
him at an art opening, look for the handsome, well-dressed
Native American, wearing a smile and a jaunty beret. You’ve
found Ben Harjo Jr.
As an artist, he has not limited himself to one media. He
uses pencil, pen and ink, pastel, oil, acrylic, watercolor,
gouache, and conte’ crayons. The tools in his art arsenal are
equally as varied. Once an inquisitive collector inquired how

Benjamin Harjo Jr.
has often been
called “The Picasso
of Indian Art.”
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he had painted such a painstaking, delicate ﬁgure and Harjo
replied, “With the tip of a feather.” His miniature paintings
are postage stamp portraits. He also is a skilled woodcrafter.
Commenting on his work, Harjo said, “It has always been
my contention that one’s art speaks from the soul of the artist
and remains viable and open to the inﬂuences of the artist’s
environment. Forms, colors and movement keep it from
stagnating and allow it to grow as the artist matures and
develops. I feel my art covers a wide range of emotions, from
serious to humorous. The colors I use radiate a sense of
happiness and joy.”

As for the multiple inspirations that spark Harjo’s art, he
reﬂects, “When you’re traveling down the highway, you see an
image, whether it’s dirt on the back of a truck, a splat on a
windshield, or two birds sitting by the side of the road picking
at something. All those things have inspired me at some point
in my creativity.”
He hopes when people look at his art, they have “warm
feelings” for it.
“If a picture is worth a thousand words, then his paintings
are worth 10,000 words. Ben Harjo has made a paradigm shift
in the art world,” OCU’s Henry said of Harjo’s work. n
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TRAVEL

Remembering the price of freedom
National World War II Museum
by Linda Miller
photos courtesy of
The National World War II Museum

W

orld War II ended seven decades
ago, but 21st century technology
captures the gripping events and
details, powerful moments, personal
stories and graphic images and scenes for a
museum experience that moves beyond typical
displays.

The B-25 Mitchell hangs in the U.S. Freedom Pavilion: The Boeing Center.
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It all comes together at the National World War II Museum in
New Orleans, a world-class package that engages the senses
with a modern delivery that’s educational and compelling.
A good place to start a museum visit is at the Soloman
Victory Theater where a short pre-show about pre-war life in
the U.S., narrated by actor Tom Hanks, sets the scene for the
main movie attraction.
“Beyond All Boundaries,” with Hanks as
executive producer, is a 4-D cinematic
journey through the war that changed the
world. A 120-foot panoramic screen,
special effects, props, motion and music
help the viewer experience what it must
have been like to be in the trenches of
battle, a dense jungle or a ﬁghter plane.
Special effect snow falls on the audience
during the bitter Battle of the Bulge. Seats

The National World War II Museum in
New Orleans is open from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. seven days a week and is closed
Mardi Gras Day, Thanksgiving Day,
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. For ticket prices,
special exhibits and performances, directions and more
information, go online to nationalww2museum.org.

The Desert War gallery takes visitors into Northern Africa. Front and center is the M2A1 105 mm Howitzer that became an invaluable artillery asset.

rumble like the earth must have when tanks rolled.
Throughout the 40-minute ﬁlm the words and stories of
actual World War II participants and war correspondents are
brought to life by some of Hollywood’s leading stars, including
Brad Pitt, John Goodman, Neil Patrick Harris, Gary Sinise,
Jennifer Garner, Viola Davis and Kevin Bacon.
Visitors leave the movie wanting to learn more about the
Greatest Generation and about the war that began in 1939
and ended in 1945. It was the deadliest and most destructive
war in history, claiming 65 million lives.
AFTER THE MOVIE, it’s just a few steps to the three main
buildings – the Campaigns of Courage, the U.S. Freedom
Pavilion: The Boeing Theater and the Louisiana Memorial
Pavilion.

The Campaigns of Courage, described as the heart of the
museum experience, features European and Paciﬁc theater
galleries that tell the story of how the war was won. The Road
to Berlin depicts the challenges of the European military
theater – from struggling ﬁrst battles in North Africa to the
bloody struggle at Germany’s doorstep in nine allencompassing galleries.
Along with historic ﬁlm footage, oral history kiosks and
displays, intricate galleries mimic different events. A brieﬁng
room is set in an abandoned farmhouse. A desert and rocky
landscape sets the stage for images of tanks rolling over the
sand in the Desert War in North Africa. The blown-out interior
of a German bunker shows the infrastructure Germans used
as they protected their homeland. A winter scene shows the
frigid conditions during the Battle of the Bulge.
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Each visitor is given a dog tag-style card which can
be used to hear WW II veterans recount their personal
experiences depicted in the gallery. Visitors can also
register their tag to select an individual’s story to follow
throughout the galleries.
THE U.S. FREEDOM PAVILION: The Boeing Center
features several WW II-era vehicles and aircraft,
including B-17 “My Gal Sal,” one of the ﬁrst of
thousands to ﬂy the northern route from the U.S. to
England. Weather conditions forced it to make an
emergency landing in Greenland, and while the crew
was rescued, the plane remained frozen in time for more
than 50 years before being recovered and restored.
“My Gal Sal” and other planes are suspended in air,
as if in ﬂight, and skywalks on upper ﬂoors give visitors
a bird’s eye view. Exhibits, videos and interactive
displays help tell the story of Americans at war and
those pitching in at home to keep the war effort strong.
The Freedom Pavilion is also home to Final Mission:
The USS Tang Submarine Experience which allows
visitors to relive its last epic battle.
Upon entering the Louisiana Memorial Pavilion
atrium, it’s impossible to miss a reproduction of the
amphibious LCVP — or Higgins boat – that made the
landing on the shores of Normandy possible.
The pavilion also houses a train car that recreates the
rail journey that carried millions of Americans off to war.
It’s also the ﬁrst station in the Dog Tag Experience, so if
you want to follow a real life story, start here.
Artifacts from the museum’s collection and exhibits
are focused on the road to war and the D-Day invasions.
Weapons, uniforms, wartime memorabilia and personal
artifact ﬁll the area.

Surrounded by recreated walls of an Italian village, the Italian
Campaign gallery features personal narratives, artifacts, audio
and video elements.
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Home Front exhibits explore wartime shortage, Rosie Riveters,
draft boards, boot camp and the art of the propaganda poster.

Above, Exhibits focus on both the logistics for the D-Day invasion and the personal stories of those
experienced it.
Left, The Battle of the Bulge gallery mimics a frozen forest where citizen soldiers defended their
battered line against Hitler’s final surge. A large video and running audio of German and American
voices evoke the chaos and danger of the costly battle.

THE LOUISIANA MEMORIAL PAVILION actually got its start as the D-Day Museum in 2000.
Six years later it was renamed the National World War II Museum and continues to
expand. The Road to Tokyo: Paciﬁc Theater Galleries will open in December.
Allow plenty of time for a visit. This isn’t one of those museums you can breeze
through in an hour or two.
There’s so much to experience. Not just for veterans or for those whose relatives
served. Or for scholars or history buffs.
It’s the perfect place to revel in the American spirit and courage ... and remember the
price of freedom. n
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TECHNOLOGY
Mother’s Day Gift Ideas from Verizon
by Ginger Daril of Verizon Oklahoma

S

he is your number one cheerleader, your
constant supporter and the doer of all
things imaginable. She loves you
unconditionally—even when you do
poorly on an exam or forget to call on her
birthday. She deserves only the best, so this
Mother’s Day, show her how much she means to you
with a tech gift from Verizon.
Moms do it all. Whether she is running from the ofﬁce to a baseball game,
or from the grocery store to a dance recital, she is constantly on-the-go. That
means mom’s phone is as busy as she is. Give them both a boost with the Mophie
PowerStation! Compact and lightweight, this quick-charging external battery is easy
to use and even easier to toss in any backpack or handbag. Compatible with numerous devices
and available in a variety of colors, you are sure to ﬁnd one
that is perfect just for her!
Want to give her a gift she wouldn’t expect? Two words:
Kate. Spade! Mom has a lot to carry and doesn’t have time to
worry about always lugging around a large tote bag. This
stylish Kate Spade Saffiano Wristlet is the chicest way to
carry and protect any device while running errands or
heading to the gym. The best part? The Safﬁano vegan
leather is virtually scratch resistant, so it is ready for
anything.
For any mom, protecting her family comes ﬁrst, but
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what about protecting her phone that helps keep the family’s
schedule and daily to-dos running smoothly? Give mom’s
phone a new “outﬁt” with one of the many designer cases
from Kate Spade. Just like mom, her phone needs a “refresh”
for Spring so choose from a variety of designs that include
polka dots, stripes, ﬂorals and other classic prints. Not only
will mom’s phone catch the attention of fashionistas
everywhere she goes, it will be protected from bumps, drops
and spills that, inevitably, are part of a normal day’s work.
Incorporating a rigorous gym routine into any
schedule is difﬁcult, especially
with the demands that come
with being a mom. But,
let’s be honest—do moms
ever stop moving? With
the Fitbit Flex she can
track her daily steps,
distance covered,
calories burned and
even her sleep patterns with
ease. With all of this
information on hand, mom can
take her healthy lifestyle to the
next level.

Moms are always
looking for a little added
convenience and security,
and the Kwikset Kevo Door Lock
will give her both! No longer will she have to juggle kids,
groceries and a pet (or two), while searching for the house key.
With the Kevo Door Lock, your smartphone becomes an
electronic key so mom can simply touch the lock with her hand
and the door is unlocked. If the kids forget their house keys or
grandma is dropping something by and you’re not home, send
them a temporary electronic key so they can unlock the door
with the Kevo Door app when they arrive. The temporary codes
expire so there are no security concerns. No more hiding keys
under the garden gnome.
Encourage some R&R with
the gift of a new
tablet preloaded with
favorite cooking or
decorating apps, or a
good book! The
Samsung Galaxy Tablet
provides a crisp 10.1inch display, perfect for
unwinding at the end of
a long day or passing the
time while waiting for the kids to get out of school. The clear
text and vibrant graphics, as well as the multi-user mode
option, makes it great for mom and the whole family. n
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HEALTH
Epilepsy Association of Oklahoma:

Where There’s Hope
by Mindy Ragan Wood

T

he Epilepsy Association of
Oklahoma (EAO) is making a
difference for thousands of people
who live with seizure disorders.
The non-profit organization offers vital
resources and empowering support for
those who face the challenges of epilepsy.
About 65 million people have a seizure disorder
worldwide. Three and a half million Americans have
epilepsy, more than Multiple Sclerosis, Cerebral Palsy,
Muscular Dystrophy, and Parkinsons’s Disease
combined. As many as 65,000 Oklahomans have a
seizure disorder, including approximately 7,000
children.
Seizure disorders range in severity from mild to
severe. Absence or “staring” seizures are almost
undetectable to those around them, while generalized or
“grand mal” seizures render a person unconscious.
Draveat and Lennox-Gastaut are life threatening
seizure disorders.
Medication is critical, even for those who don’t
achieve total seizure control on medication. Getting
medication is often an enormous problem. Those who
are fortunate to find and maintain employment may not
have health insurance. Oklahoma does not recognize
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epilepsy as a disability, despite the roadblocks to
independent living, so they do not qualify for SSI or
SSD.
EAO offers a program that pays for medications, up to
a year, through their Personal Assist Program.
Applicants who qualify receive medication from
pharmaceutical companies, including medications for
other conditions.
Jenniafer Walters, president of EAO, said usually the
stigma associated with epilepsy keeps their members
from working, rather than the condition itself.
Employers often discover their employee has epilepsy
and the worker is fired.
“I’ve had calls from people who work seven to 10

years without a write-up and they lose their jobs.
People hear the word seizure or epilepsy and they shut
down,” she said.
Walters educates teachers about epilepsy, where the
stigma for children begins early. Walters has heard it
all. An Oklahoma student was expelled when the school
informed the family that they were not equipped to
serve the child. One teacher didn’t believe a student
had the disorder because she didn’t see any seizures.
Another student had been bullied by a teacher.
“The teacher actually told the student her brain was
worthless,” said Walters.
Stigma also surrounds medical marijuana, a new
approach to seizure control that does not get the patient
“high.” Walters said most legislators she has talked to
are not educated about it, despite doctors and professionals advocating for its use at the Capitol last year.
“I had state representatives say, ‘what are you going
to do, blow it in their face?’ Are you kidding me?”
Walters exclaimed, “How ignorant.”
Charlotte’s Web, or CBD (cannabidiol), has been
made famous by Charlotte Figi’s astounding recovery on
the treatment. Figi, now 8, has Draveat Sydrome, an
often fatal seizure disorder in which patients have
hundreds of grand mal seizures a week. Since
beginning CBD treatment, Figi’s seizures decreased
from 300 a week to two or three a month.
Walters said an Ethiopian exchange student had used
marijuana to control his seizures for years. After he
came to Oklahoma to attend the University of
Oklahoma, he was put on seizure medication, but his
seizures reignited.
“He’s having 9 to 10 seizures a day and he can’t
function to go to school. There has to be something in it
(marijuana) that is fixing, healing the brain,” said Walters.
While the success stories keep pouring in for those
who are using medicine derived from marijuana,
Walters said it’s not a cure for everyone.
“It all depends on how a person metabolizes it. It
seems to help those with severe seizure disorders.”
As to where the association stands on the matter,
Walters said they support any research that will achieve
seizure control. Walter’s daughter has a seizure
disorder.
“She’s been on life-support times times, she’s had
three surgeries, and I’ve been in every ambulance ride
seated beside her through all she’s endured,” she said.

“If they’re suffering, what would you do to help them
and take the pain away? Would you give them a chance
at life?”
That is a chance that could literally save lives, not
only for those whose seizure conditions pose a fatal
risk, but those who succumb to suicide at the
hopelessness of their situation.
According to research in Denmark, epileptics are
three times more likely to commit suicide. EAO
facilitates support groups for both those who live with
seizure disorders and their caregivers.

Jenniafer Walters, president of EAO

“We lost several last year to suicide,” said Walters.
“They feel isolated, alone, scared. They want to work,
pay their taxes, and live on their own. Having a support
group lets them open up about what they’re going
through. We have a support group that is just for
caregivers and we share stories and information that
can help.”
Since 1978, EAO has been incorporated as a nonprofit health agency and provided assistance to the
multi-faceted needs of Oklahomans with epilepsy and
their families. To donate or for more information, contact
them at 405-271-3232 or visit okepilepsy.org n
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CAUTION:
ADVENTURE AHEAD

THE ALL-NEW 2015 NX 200t

Firsts are impossible to forget. And they aren’t over yet. Meet the new 2015 Lexus NX 200t, the
first gasoline turbo engine in the powertrain family of compact crossovers. The six-speed
automatic transmission, with torque-demand control logic, will drive new adventures with
maximized engine torque. The all-new 2015 Lexus NX 200t. Your next first is here.
For over 60 years, Eskridge Auto Group has continued to combine years of experience with
cutting edge thinking. Here’s to 60 more.
700 WEST MEMORIAL ROAD 405.755.9000
ESKRIDGELEXUS.COM

