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•  Access to the best in-home WiFi experience—including hassle-free setup and support

•  Over 250,000  WiFi hotspots when you travel

• Free Security Software protects your computer from viruses and spyware (a $169 value)   
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Uptown Grocery Co., in partnership with the Village, 

proudly presents LOW PRICES with a fresh, 

luxurious shopping experience!

Online Shopping

Pharmacy

Floral

Event Planning

Opening
February 4th!
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ent PlanningEvent Planningent Planning

Pharmacyrmaac

Online ShoppingOnline Shopping
alFlor

wn GrUpto

oudlpr

., in partnership with the Vocery Cown Gr

esents y proudl

luxurious shopping e

., in partnership with the V

W PRICLOOW PRICES
xperience!luxurious shopping e

., in partnership with the V

W PRICES with a fr

xperience!

e, illag., in partnership with the V

esh,  with a fr



Located at 9515 North May Avenue  •  www.UptownGroceryCo.com

We Care About What You Eat,  
So We Provide The Highest-Quality Meat & Fish,

 The Finest Organic Produce, Your Favorite Name Brands & So Much More!
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Publisher’s Note
Welcome to ion Oklahoma magazine, one of Oklahoma’s fastest growing online
digital lifestyle magazines and news-entertainment web sites. We are all about
showcasing the best Oklahoma has to offer in terms of a quality lifestyle.

Every other month we strive to provide you with a variety of interesting feature
stories and editorial content, profiles of our people, state and city business leaders,
photo coverage of social events, music, sports and fine dining restaurant
experiences.

At ion Oklahoma Online we post short videos from events under the “Video Diaries”
on our web site and social media pages. Please let us know if you have any story
ideas we should publish either in one of our six printed editions or on our web site,
www.ionok.com.

When you visit www.ionok.com you can sign up for our weekly special editions, Eye
On The Weekend, Eye On The Movies, Bon Appetite Oklahoma, and much more.

Are you one of those people who like to receive the majority of your news and
information everyday over the internet? (mobile phone, portable tablet, or lap top
computer). If so, you will need to bookmark our magazine and include our web site
domain name as one of your favorites.

Sincerely,

Don Swift

Publisher ion Oklahoma 

http://www.ionok.com/
http://www.ionok.com/
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Fiddler extraordinaire



W hen the phone rings in Guthrie’s Double Stop
Fiddle Shop, bluegrass fiddle extraordinaire
Byron Berline answers the phone with a
simple “Fiddle Shop.”

On the other end of that call probably is someone asking about buying
one of the many stringed instruments hanging on the walls or if they want
something special, something tucked safely inside a vault.
But, it could be fellow bluegrass lover Vince Gill. In the past, he has

fielded calls from Sir Elton John, Bob Dylan, Willie Nelson, the Eagles,
Rod Stewart, the Band or even Keith Richards of the Rolling Stones. He
has played with all of them, and more.
He may come across as a good-ole country boy, but Berline has played

with some of the greatest musicians in all music genres.
He currently fronts his own bluegrass band, and you can hear them in

concert May 24 at Oklahoma City Community College. The show will
benefit Special Care, a place where children of all abilities receive a
chance to learn at their own pace.
In a recent telephone interview, Berline talked about his career, which
includes more than two decades in Los Angeles and world travels before
returning to Guthrie, his wife’s hometown, and opening his fiddle shop.

Berline has played the fiddle all his life, and because they are
tuned the same, he’s as good on the mandolin.
His love of fiddle playing extends to the name of his shop.
“A double stop is two notes played together on a fiddle,” Berline

explained. “Hopefully they’re in tune.”
Laughing, he continued. 
“It’s all about playing scales. If you can’t play scales in tune, you

can’t play a double stop in tune.”
He loves them.

FEBRUARY/MARCH 2015 ionOklahoma   13

Byron Berline’s love for music
started six decades ago; 

benefit concert for Special Care
slated May 24

BY SANDI DAVIS
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The tall musician went to the University of Oklahoma
on a football scholarship. He discovered he liked track
better (it also gave him more time to play his fiddle)
and switched, getting a degree in physical education.
He played the fiddle every time he could, and it

would pay off big one sad Friday afternoon.
OU had a show called “Fridays at Four” that usually

featured groups who were playing in Oklahoma City
that night.
Bluegrass band The Dillard were set to play Nov. 22,

1963, the day President John F. Kennedy was assas-
sinated. They decided to go ahead with their show and
afterward, Berline played for them.
He recorded with them in 1964.
That was the also the first year he won the national

fiddling championship. He repeated as champion in
1965, and won again in 1970. 
“I retired myself after the third one,” he said.

HE MAY HAVE STOPPED COMPETING, but he has
never stopped playing bluegrass.
He had plenty to do besides compete for titles. Word

of his talent spread and he started playing with all sorts
of bands.
In 1965, he was invited to play the Newport Jazz

Festival, and it was there he met his bluegrass hero,
Bill Monroe.
After hearing Berline play, Monroe invited the young

man to join his band, which he did. He was in it less
than a year before he was drafted.
His prowess both on the fiddle and with a javelin kept

him in the Army’s Special Services instead of sending
him to Vietnam. 
The day of his discharge, Berline was invited to Los

Angeles for recording sessions with the Dillards. He
also met and played with Gene Clark, a founding
member of classic rock band the Byrds.

The Byron Berline Band.
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Berline and his wife moved to
Los Angeles in 1969, playing
with numerous bands and on
many movie soundtracks.
The call from Rolling Stone

member Keith Richards resulted
in a cut on the album, “Let It
Bleed,” “Country Honk.”
“I stood in the street and

played and the honking cars you
hear are real,” Berline said.
In the early 1970s, Berline was

drafted to tour Europe with the
Flying Burrito Brothers after half
the band quit.
“We were really popular over

there,” Berline recalled. “We
were bigger than the Eagles
there.”
Berline’s other band back then,

Country Gazette, had a number
one song in the Netherlands in
1973.
Berline gave a young

Oklahoma City man with a big
bluegrass talent and a beautiful
tenor voice his first big job.
He hired Vince Gill to play

with his band from 1977 to
about 1980. 
Gill used to be a frequent

visitor to the bluegrass jams
Berline held on Saturday nights
and Sunday afternoons. These
days, Berline takes Sunday off.
As you would expect, Berline knows

the superstars in country music too. He
met Merle Haggard years ago and was looking forward
to seeing him at this year’s G-Fest in Muskogee.
Haggard was set to headline the inaugural festival,
scheduled June 16-18, but died April 6 this year.
Berline will play the festival June 18, and will

include some Haggard songs in his set. 

BERLINE USED TO GIVE FIDDLE and mandolin
lessons in person. These days, anyone wanting to learn
a proper double stop can buy his “How To” DVDs. He

has a rack full of CDs available and has MP3s available
to download.
Right now, he is working on a double CD of all-

original songs.
“I hope they will all fit on two CDs,” he said.
In 1996, Berline planned and had the first Bluegrass

Festival in Guthrie the first Saturday of October.
Over the years it has gotten bigger. This year is the

20th annual festival, set for Sept. 29-30 and Oct. 1 in
Guthrie.

Three bass sit in the One Stop Fiddle Shop.



At the May 24 show, Berline and band members —
guitarist Jim Fish, bass player Richard Sharp, drummer
Steve Short, banjo player Billy Perry, guitarist and
fiddler Greg Burgess and Berline on fiddle and
mandolin – will play everything from Western Swing,
bluegrass, tunes from The Beatles, and for the first time,
“Country Honk” by the Rolling Stones.

SPECIAL CARE, at 12201 N Western in
Oklahoma City, takes children from six weeks old
until kindergarten and provides classes tailored to
give each child to give them a good head start in
regular school. It also provides year-round before-
and-after school care for children starting at birth
until age 21 as well as daily summer and holiday
programs there. On-site are physical, occupational,
speech and behavioral therapy for students who
need them. 
Kelli Dupuy, director of marketing and

development at Special Care, talked about how
proceeds from the May 24 show will be used.
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Jam time at the Double Stop



“We are so thankful that Mr. Berline has selected
Special Care to be the beneficiary of his concert in
May. Thanks to Mr. Berline, a portion of the proceeds of
each ticket sold will support the high-quality early
childhood education, specialized care and on-site
therapeutic services we provide to children with and
without special needs,” Dupuy said. 
“With 200 children, ages birth to 21, it is support

like this that goes a long way in providing outstanding
care to these incredible children. We are so thankful
to Mr. Berline for caring about Special Care and the
children we serve,” she said.
Tickets to the May 24 concert at Oklahoma City

Community College range from $17 to $36. For more
information, call (405) 682-7579 or visit
www.occc.edu. For more information on Special Care,
visit www.specialcare.org or call (405) 752-5112.
For G-Fest information, visit

www.gfestmuskogee.com or call (855) 414-6271. n

www.gfestmuskogee.com
www.specialcare.org
www.occc.edu




COMMUNITY

GUTHRIE, Okla.  – There’s a magical place tucked inside the C K
Running Horses ranch where thoroughbred horses and dogs live
while looking for that special someone to adopt them.

Horse and Hound Rescue Foundation takes thoroughbreds – retired from racing, tornado
victims, turned over from owners who could not provide proper care as well as horses who
were abandoned, lets them rest then retrains them for a life away from a racetrack.

The hounds, actually all sizes and breeds, get there in many of the same ways but
include dogs who have been dumped in the county or taken in by request from local
humane societies.

The rescues live under the sympathetic eyes of owners Nelda and Larry “Potts” Kettles.
All are cared for by the Kettles and volunteers.

“We’ve been rescuing animals for 20 years really, but we created our foundation about
five years ago,” Nelda said.

HorsesaHounds
Rescue foundation works to find 

loving homes for abandoned animals

BY SANDI DAVIS

From left: Thoroughbred Come On Dooley, Izzy Golden, Michael and Jonathan Golden, Aaron Jones,
Thoroughbred Phil Baby, Pam Walker, Deana and Knox Allen and Nelda Kettles and Elianna Allen. 

Photo Credit: Sandi Davis

Horses Hounds



20 ionOklahoma  APRIL/MAY 2016

The two newest thoroughbreds at
Horse and Hound are Come On Dooley
and Phil Baby. Both were in a trainer’s
barn at Will Rogers Downs when it was
hit by a tornado in March. No horses
were killed, but these two had cuts and
scrapes when they arrived.

On a recent April afternoon the ranch
was buzzing. A big yellow dog called
Dopey was the official greeter, shoving
his head in the car to check out the
visitor before anyone else. Several other
dogs soon came out to check the
stranger, all looking for the person who
will allow them to get into their car and
take them home.

After a horse arrives, it is evaluated
and allowed to rest. Then, Nelda and a
few volunteers ride the horses and see
what it might be suited for next –
hunter/jumper, dressage, barrel racer,
trail rider, or in special cases, a therapy
horse.

“We try to match the horse to a rider,”
Nelda said.

When a match has been fully

approved, including checks of the area
the horse will live, who will care for the
animal and approval from the new
owner’s veterinarian, the adoption goes
through. 

How much does it cost to buy a well-
trained thoroughbred? 

“We charge $500 for each horse,”
Nelda said. “That money is used to pay
for the next horse we rescue.”

Nelda has seen some great things,
including many magical moments.

“We had a family visit from

Stillwater,” Nelda said. “They are retired
military and had bought some land
there.

“Tom and Mary Logan brought their
son Ryan to visit. Ryan is 28, with
Downs Syndrome and autism,” Nelda
continued.

“His arms were always swinging
around and he is non-verbal. I asked if
he’d like to ride a horse and his parents
agreed.

“We put him on one of our tame mares
and led her around and the change was
amazing. He relaxed. He smiled. His
arms came down and he was calm,”
Nelda recalled.

His parents saw this and knew they’d
be getting horses of their own.

The Logans are waiting for two horses
to come in for them. One will be a
therapy horse for Ryan, another a trail
horse that can also be used to lead
Ryan’s horse.

Izzy Golden pets rescued thoroughbred
Fabulous Flaw and miniature donkey Charlie at

Horse and Hound Rescue in Guthrie. 
Photo credit: Sandi Davis

Nelda Kettles holds a dog while three-year-old
twins Knox and Elianna Allen and two other
dogs, take advantage of a little shade at
Horses and Hounds Rescue in Guthrie.
Photo Credit: Deana Allen
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Many of their volunteers came for the first time to visit the
rescue site looking for a horse or dog. The ranch can cast a
spell on some and they return again and again until they are
regular volunteers.

The helpers are all ages. One group from Edmond includes
their longest serving volunteer, relative to the rest.

Jonathan Golden is nearly a year old but was a frequent
visitor at the ranch while his mother, Deana Allen, was
carrying him before his birth.

“He’s a lifetime volunteer,” his mother said, laughing.
Izzy Golden, a junior at Guthrie High School, held Jonathan

on one hip while she used her other arm to pet thoroughbred
rescue Fabulous Flaw. Jonathan’s bare foot may have been
gently nibbled once or twice, but he was happy where he was.

Izzy, her father Michael Golden and Aaron Jones, 16, a
sophomore at Guthrie High School, all came out to see horses
they own and board there and check on the new ones.

Three-year-old twins Knox and Elianna Allen have the run of
the place under the eyes of their mom Deana. They feed the
horses, pet the dogs and generally have a great time until it’s
time to leave for an afternoon nap.

The children provide a valuable service. All the dogs and
horses become used to seeing and hearing small children and
other dogs and cats. It provides the rescuers information on
each animal’s temperament and socialization.

Jimmy and Pam Walker are the other founders of Horse and
Hounds Rescue Foundation. Jimmy was away, but Pam was
there helping out the day of this interview.

While most of the horses and dogs are available for
adoption, there are a few “sanctuary animals,” many
handicapped in some way that are there to stay. One white
dog is deaf and blind, one is very old, and one tiny dog was
born with no eyes.

The pattern is clear. If an animal
can’t be helped, it gets to stay with
the Kettles and be the recipient of
treats, petting and love from
volunteers and visitors alike.

One sanctuary animal is a
miniature donkey named Charlie. He
is shy unless you have a treat – soft
peppermints are his favorite – then
he is your friend for life. Murphy, a
full-sized donkey, lives in a far off

pen, and Nelda says he is the first one to alert when there is a
problem, like coyotes, in the pens.

Among the rescued horses are a few retired race horses who
just as cheerfully take a piece of peppermint as any of the
others.

Those peppermints are the treat of choice and most horses
will sniff around a visitor’s pockets and hands, always hopeful
for that sweet treat.

The lone exception is Phil Baby, a 17-hand (a “hand” is four
inches) tall brown horse who is one of the tornado survivors.
As an example, Triple Crown-winning American Pharoah is 16
hands high and is considered tall. On first view, if Phil Baby
had feathery hair around his feet, he’d be a Clydesdale. 

The horse that came with him, Come On Dooley, was happy in
an indoor stall with a door to a small outdoor pen in the back.

Visitors and new volunteers are welcome at Horse and
Hound Rescue. Call (405) 206-4849 to make an appointment. 

For more information, to donate, or to learn how to adopt a
horse or dog (they have a few cats too), visit
www.horseandhoundrescue.com or their Facebook page, Horse
and Hound Rescue. n

Above, Phil Baby, a 17-hand high
thoroughbred, is one of two horses
rescued from Will Rogers Downs after
a tornado damaged a trainer’s barn in
March.  Photo Credit: Deana Allen

Murphy lives in the pens with rescue
horses and is better than a watch dog
when coyotes or other things happen
at Horses and Hounds Rescue in
Guthrie.  Photo Credit: Deana Allen
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RAPID RISE
for Olympic qualifying event

BY TIM FARLEY

OKLAHOMA CITY – Potential Olympic athletes will push themselves to
the limit on Oklahoma City’s new whitewater rapids course May 7-8
while at the same time a family of four is rafting down an adjacent
recreational lane for the first time.

That scenario, which could actually become reality, was behind the design of Oklahoma City’s
$45 million RIVERSPORT Rapids project, funded by the MAPS 3 penny sales tax.

Media members were treated to an early show of the whitewater rapids recently, in particular
the competitive course, during a tour at the Boathouse District. Experienced kayakers gave
reporters and photographers a glimpse of the action that will take place when the Olympic
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Trials are held, which is one part of the facility’s grand
opening. The Olympic qualifying event will decide which
athletes compete this summer for gold in the canoeing,
kayaking and slalom events.

David Hepp, vice president for RIVERSPORT Adventure Park,
said Oklahoma City’s facility, with its Olympic-style course, is
the best manmade whitewater rapids in the nation and
among the tops in the world.

“This is top notch. It’s awesome,” he said. “Oklahoma City
has a true gem now. It’s a game changer. Many cities in the
U.S. would crave it.”

The whitewater rapids is the latest addition to a Boathouse
District that already has drawn acclaim for its ability to host
Olympic qualifying events for rowing on the Oklahoma River
and for its many amenities that attract competitive rowers
and families wanting to enjoy a day of water recreation.

Hepp, an alternate on the U.S. slalom team in 2000 and
2004 and a member of the national team for 10 years, said
Oklahoma City’s whitewater rapids course is similar to the
facility that hosted the 2012 London Olympic Games. Hepp’s
credentials go beyond his days as a world-class competitor.
He also started the U.S. National Whitewater Center in
Charlotte, N.C.

The grand opening weekend has been dubbed “Road to Rio”
since the 2016 Summer Games will be held in Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil.

“You will never find a better weekend to experience all that
the Boathouse District has to offer,” said Mike Knopp,
executive director of the OKC Boathouse Foundation. “You’ll
get a taste of what the Olympics in Rio are all about, see the
nation’s top whitewater slalom athletes in action, watch
rowing on the Oklahoma River and enjoy live music, great food
and, of course, fireworks.” 

Kayaking and rafting fans will also be able to participate on
the recreational course as the potential Olympic athletes
compete for a spot on the national team.

“We want to let as many people as possible get on the water
during this opening weekend,” Knopp said. “This is Oklahoma
City’s whitewater center and we want everyone to experience it.”

Hepp anticipates a large crowd for the opening weekend,
especially with the Olympic Trials serving as the centerpiece.

“It’ll be packed,” he said, estimating potential attendance
from 5,000 to 20,000 fans.

The grand opening celebration also will include a rowing
regatta on the Oklahoma River. More than 1,500 youth rowers
will compete in the U.S. Rowing Central District Youth



Championships, a qualifier for the national championships
later this year.

Food will be available to all patrons from RIVERSPORT
Rapids’ new restaurants and some of Oklahoma City’s best
food trucks. Live musical performances will be held
throughout the weekend. The festival activities are free, but
parking is $10. RIVERSPORT Rapids rafting and adventure
passes will be available online at riversportokc.org and at



the festival. Rafting passes are $49 per day and include all
RIVERSPORT Adventure activities.

Whitewater plans
Hepp and his staff are looking for people who want to

become certified whitewater rapids guides.
“We’ll be training staff on Saturday. It’s a week-long

school,” he said. “Every rafting boat will have a guide so it’s
the guide’s responsibility to keep everyone safe.”

For the experienced kayakers, most will bring their own gear.
However, those who want to learn more about the sport can
take lessons at the Oklahoma City facility and then receive
their gear free.

The recreational course is 1,400 feet long and the
competitive course is 1,000 feet long with varying degrees of
obstacles and water flow. The recreational channel will make

rafting accessible to just about everyone. Trained raft guides
will brief rafters on safety and technique, and will steer each
raft trip down the channel. The competitive channel offers
high-octane Class IV rapids on the Olympic-style course and
will challenge elite athletes from around the world for both
training and competition, according to the Boathouse web site.

A ribbon cutting for the whitewater rapids is scheduled for
April 28.

For more information, visit www.boathousedistrict.org.  n



ENTERTAINMENT

W ith a voice that has
complemented every nuance a
songwriter could create plus a
plateful of goodwill, good looks

and charm, B.J. Thomas is an American and
Oklahoma original who will appear on behalf
of the SHINE Foundation in the non-profit’s
third annual concert for SHINE on April 28
at the Riverwind Casino.

From the first time Thomas’ voice was professionally
recorded, interpreting Hank Williams’ “I’m So
Lonesome I Could Cry,” the world knew they were
hearing a difference maker.  Actually, the recording
brought Thomas his first Gold Record, selling more
than one million copies. It was followed by the sitar
infused “Hooked on a Feeling” and the listening
public was hooked.

Steve Tyrell is now one of America’s preeminent
cabaret performers - although at 18 years old he
was an A&R man for Scepter Records, working
with the label’s hit makers Burt Bacharach and
Hal David on a song that Ray Stevens was to sing
in the film “Butch Cassidy and the Sundance
Kid.”  Stevens passed, as did reportedly Bob
Dylan before Tyrell, a Houston boy, called on an
old friend to make the song sing.
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B.J. Thomas to Sing for SHINE April 28
Fundraising concert at Riverwind Casino

BY BUD ELDER



“Raindrops Keep Fallin on My
Head” was the first number one
song of the ‘70s and went on to
become the stuff of legend.
Although both Stevens and Dylan
are legendary artists, this one is for
B.J. Thomas and even today it
receives standing ovations every
time he performs it live.

Other hits followed such as “I Just
Can’t Help Believing,” “(Deep in the
Eyes) of a New York Woman,” “Rock
and Roll Lullaby,” “Most of All,” and
two gems again written by Bacharach
and David, “Long Ago Tomorrow” and
“Everybody’s Out of Town.”

Oh yes, Thomas roared back to
number one with the longest ever
song title to hold that position –
“(Hey Won’t You Play) Another
Somebody Done Somebody Wrong
Song,” a singalong of the first order.

Thomas’ voice is superficially
unchanged. His latest record 
“The Living Room Sessions” offers
reinterpretations of his classic
hits, with some austere duet
partners such as Vince Gill, Keb Mo
and Tyrell.

Audiences at a B.J. Thomas
performance will be overwhelmed by the
singer’s showmanship, personality and
set list, and, while hearing these pop
masterpieces performed by the
masterpiece maker doesn’t really bring
a feeling of nostalgia– these songs are
as fresh and wonderful as the day they
were recorded.

Thomas will be the third performer in
three years to headline a SHINE
concert. The first featured  Rock and
Roll Hall of Famer Wanda Jackson and
the second, held in 2015, featured the
now late, great Merle Haggard.

SHINE is one of the most active and
substantial non-profits in Oklahoma,
teaching school children the passion
and dignity of public service.

Tickets for the third annual concert
are available at
riverwind.com/events/bjthomas. For
more information about SHINE visit

shineok.org.
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shineok.org
http://www.riverwind.com/events/bjthomas
www.specialcare.org


ART

W orks by Alan Burris, Larry Carter
and Margaret Roach-Wheeler, all
award-winning Native American
artists, are on display at separate

locations in Oklahoma through June 30.
Burris’ paintings are featured at the Chickasaw Visitor

Center in Sulphur. Carter’s paintings are showcased at
the Chickasaw Nation Welcome Center in Davis while
Roach-Wheeler’s hand-woven designs can be seen at
Exhibit C in Oklahoma City.

Burris had never considered art more than a hobby until
he returned to school in his late 30s and met a man who
taught him that art can be a career.

“I had always dabbled in art, and it had always piqued
my interest,” he said. “When I went back to school I had a
different approach and soon realized that art didn’t just
have to be a sideline project any longer, it could be my
career path. I’ve since spent the last two decades
teaching art at a college-level, covering a diverse range
of art topics including painting, photography, drawing,
watercolor and clay.”

Burris’ approach starts when he captures a digital
image, edits it by focusing on surface quality and altering
it to create his own original piece of work. His numerous
awards include USAO Seven-States Biennial Exhibition in
Chickasha; Five-State Photography Exhibition in Hays,
Kansas; and the Great Plains Art Show in Durant.     fi
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Award-winning Native American art 
on display throughout state

STAFF REPORTS
Provided photos

“Castle 2,” a photograph/painting by Alan Burris.



“Suspicion,” a painting by Larry Carter.
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Burris, a Chickasaw
native, and his wife
Sharon live in Ardmore
and operate Moondancer
Studios while he continues to
teach at Murray State
College.

Like Burris, Carter also
found himself on a new
career path. He had
lifelong passion for
sketching, but it
wasn’t until
2010 when he
decided to give
oil painting a try,
opening more
possibilities to express
himself as a sketcher and
painter.

“I had always wanted to be a
painter, but I thought I needed instruction
to do so,” Carter said. “I bought an elk painting
and when I saw it, I was inspired to try my hand at
painting. I ended up winning an award for my first painting
just a week after it was completed at the University of
Oklahoma staff art show.”

While Carter spends time in the studio painting, he also
enjoys time on the OU campus painting en plein air, which is
French for painting outdoors. He has exhibited at art walks,
festivals and several art shows in the past five years, and has
won multiple awards.

Roach-Wheeler’s hand-woven textiles and garments have

been featured in
museums in
Oklahoma, New
Mexico, New York,

Indiana, Colorado and
Arizona. She began creating

garments as a child and
discovered weaving while earning

her master’s degree in textiles. She
founded Mahota Handwovens in 1984.

“The spirit of my great-great-great
grandmother Mahota flows through the

designs that I create with the loom,” said
the Chickasaw-Choctaw native. “As a
native artist, my research of ancient tribal
cultures is ongoing; I blend historical motifs

with modern style and artistry. Natural fibers
like cotton, wool and linen that were once
used by my ancestors are as important to my
weaving as the design work of my museum
pieces or Mahota contemporary fashions.”

Roach-Wheeler was one of four Native
American fashion designers to speak at the

Smithsonian’s National Museum of the
American Indian in New York, and has won
numerous awards for her hand-woven
garments and special woven sculptures at

Red Earth Indian Market, Santa Fe Indian Market and Heard
Museum Indian Market.

She works from her studio at the ARTesian Gallery and
Studios in Sulphur, creating new textile designs and mentoring
the next generation of weavers.  n

One of Margaret Roach-Wheeler’s shirts created from her loom.





DINING

BY SANDI DAVIS

R ight in the middle of Bricktown sits a
wonderful stop for a snack, a meal or
cocktails on the roof.
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West Bricktown, on the corner of
Sheridan and Mickey Mantle Drive, has
an open contemporary layout with a tip
of the hat to its roots with original brick
walls accenting both floors.

It’s a sister restaurant to West on
Western. West Bricktown features the
same contemporary style but with
downtown charm.

The change in style from the previous
tenant was created by Bockus Payne
Associates Architects.

Taylor Starr, director of interior design
with Bockus Payne, spoke of what was
done to give the restaurant a clean,

contemporary look.
“We used a lot of different textures,”

Starr said in a telephone interview.
“The warm colors in the banquettes, the
woods and the copper accents combine
to make West Bricktown a welcoming
space.”

Both bars are accented with copper
panels with granite tops. The first floor
bar gives a good look at the wine wall.

“When we started our renovations,
the bar had a traditional wine storage
with just the corks visible,” Starr said.
“The niche was already there, but we
enlarged it and then placed the wine

Head West!

West Bricktown is 
open for lunch and
dinner, plus brunch 
on the weekends.
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bottles so their labels are visible.”
The wine wall is enclosed by glass and

makes it much easier for patrons to
choose what they’d like.

Director of Marketing Suzanne Bockus
described the look the company wanted for
West Bricktown.

“We used a refined monochromatic
theme,” she said. “We improved the flow
of foot traffic throughout the restaurant
while making the bar areas cozy.”

The outdoor area on the roof has been
updated as well with the addition of a fire
pit. It extends the time the roof will be
open throughout the year.

The lighting has been updated, adding
to the contemporary feel.

“Added light adds definition to the
spaces on both floors and includes orb and
glass chandeliers along with decorative
sconces and pendant lights,” Suzanne
Bockus explained.

A local art gallery has supplied art,
giving pops of color throughout.

West Bricktown is the latest restaurant
to get the Bockus Payne touch. Other

restaurants include Charleston’s, City Bites, Pearl’s Oyster Bar, Red Rock Canyon
Grill, and Urban Johnnie.

West Bricktown is open for lunch and dinner, plus brunch on the weekends. For
more information on its hours and more, visit www.westbar.com/west-bricktown
or call (405) 601-7747.

To contact Bockus Payne Associates Architects, call (405) 842-0858. To see all
the projects the company has done, visit www.bockus-payne.com. n  

The interior of West Bricktown exudes a refined monochromatic theme.

www.bockus-payne.com
www.westbar.com/west-bricktown


TRAVEL

L ittle did we know as we boarded the
TWA flight in 1984 just how life-
changing our next few days were
going to be. We were not prepared

for how it would impact our lives in the
coming years as my husband, Lendell, and
I traveled with friends on a tour to Israel. 

The trip was focused on our attendance at a
conference in Jerusalem sponsored by the International
Christian Embassy Jerusalem, as well as a tour of the
Holy Land. The tour was great and the conference was
interesting, but the best part of the whole journey was
meeting the people. 
The people of Israel were wonderful, all the way from

our tour guide and driver, to the shop keepers, and
especially the people that we just met as we walked
through the streets in Tiberias, Bethlehem, and of
course Jerusalem. Whether we were eating a falafel on
the street, praying at the Western Wall, or crying our
way through Yad Vashem (The Holocaust Museum) the
people were so hospitable and thanked us for coming to
their land. 
The high point of that trip was when we were asked to

join with the International Christian Embassy
Jerusalem and many other Israeli groups for a parade.
We put on our straw cowboy hats like proud Okies and
walked through the streets of Jerusalem in the rain until
we were drenched, but we had such a wonderful time
that we hardly noticed. The crowds thanked us for
coming and we danced in the streets together. Even the

rain could not dampen our spirits. Tears of joy flowed
from all who participated in this celebration and this is
one day I will never, ever forget. 
The wonderful part about the rain is what happened

just before the parade started when everyone from the
International Christian Embassy conference who was
participating in the march gathered in the parking lot of
the Convention Center. The Mayor of Jerusalem, Teddy
Kollek, came to address us and encouraged us all to
pray for rain for Israel since there was a very serious
drought. Rain was desperately needed. 
Amazingly, as we stood there and he continued to
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1984 trip to Israel was life changing
Upcoming trip slated for May 9-18

BY ROBERTA ROBERTS AND AMNON WEIGLER

Roberta Roberts, Shoney Tour Group Coordinator and Lendell Roberts



speak it started to sprinkle and
never stopped. It just continued to
rain throughout the entire parade.
What an incredible moment, what
an awesome day! 
It didn’t take long for us to realize

that our return to the states would
bring a very strong feeling of
homesickness for Israel. This was a
big surprise, especially
understanding that this was a trip of
a lifetime, and we would probably
never travel there again. Much to
our surprise we were asked to serve
as volunteers for the International
Christian Embassy Jerusalem,
which led to many visits to a special
place.
Eventually, I was asked to work

with a tour company in Israel,
Shony Travel, and began to do tours
for churches, universities, and
private groups. Shony Travel is an
incredible company that specializes
in tailor made tours to meet the
needs of any group. Our first trip
led to this wonderful opportunity,
which has become a great joy in my

life and really keeps me busy. 
This year I believe we have an

incredible trip planned for Israel’s
Independence Day, May 12.
Christians have been asked to join
our Jewish friends for a time in the
Synagogue of reading Psalms 113-
118. This time has been set aside to
thank God for the land of Israel and
Israelis call it “A Day To Praise.”
Our group will join them for this
special experience. I believe it is

Top to bottom:
Tour Group at the Jordan River.

Jordan River baptism.

Garden of Gethsemane.
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the beginning of something new as
this is only the second time in
history that Christians and Jews
have come together for this event.
Maybe you would like to join us on
this extraordinary trip. We will be
departing Oklahoma City on May 9
and will be return on May 18. 
Shony Travel was founded by

Amnon Weigler, who was born in

Israel in 1949. 
IN 1967 HE JOINED THE NAHAL
unit of the Israeli Army — a unit
that shares settlement and social
endeavors as well as combat.
Amnon served in the paratrooper
unit of the Nahal and was the founder
of Moshav Zofar in the Arava. 
Amnon joined the Society for the

Protection of Nature in Israel (SPNI)

and earned his guiding license from
the Israeli Ministry of Tourism. In
the SPNI he established Field Study
Centers, was the Coastal Plains
Regional Director and built
groundbreaking educational
programming that is still in use. 
After 12 years he departed from

the SPNI and was involved in
various educational tourism
programs. He joined Oranim
Educational Initiatives as Vice
President where he oversaw the
programming and educational
content of Teen and Jewish School
programs, Jewish Teachers
programs as well Jewish Travel
programs around the world. 
Amnon also founded the Christian

Holyland Tourism department and
developed unique programs based
on travelling with an open
Bible.   In 2013 Amnon decided
that he could best serve his clients
by stepping out from under
corporate management and founded
Shony.   n

Above, Shopping in the Marketplace in Jerusalem. Tour Educator Giving Lecture at the Jezreel Valley
Below, Local transportation (LOL).





TRAVEL
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ALL ABOARD

One of three trestles on the Arkansas & 
Missouri Railroad excursions.



S ome riders on the Arkansas &
Missouri excursion train are all
about the view. Others can’t get
enough of the train, the deep bellow

of the horn and the clickety-clack of the
wheels on the track.

But most just want to relish the entire experience – a
lengthy tunnel, three towering trestles and views that
include mountains and valleys, rivers and winding
creeks and discover what train travel was like in days
gone by.
The adventure begins about three hours east of

Oklahoma City where the Arkansas & Missouri
Railroad offers several different train excursions
throughout the year, making it easy to pick one that
meets your likes and time constraints. A day-long
excursion is offered, with others taking three or four
hours. Excursions leave from Fort Smith, Van Buren
and Springdale in Arkansas.
Which is the best depends on what you want to see.

With little or no foliage to block the view, late fall and
winter offer a clear view of the character of the land.
Fall usually delivers a beautiful landscape of oranges
and reds. Summer offers lush greenery and full trees 
All excursions take visitors through the Boston

Mountain range of the Ozarks, over the three valley
trestles and through the 1,700-foot-long Winslow
tunnel. Be forewarned, when the lights are turned off
you can’t see your hands in front of your face.
Along the way, a witty crew share tidbits about the

railroad, engage in humorous banter and point out
interesting facts about the railroad and its history. In
my car, a crew member said in the late 1800s when the
railroad was being built, smallpox swept through the
area killing so many workers were buried in a group
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Excursion train rides offered in Arkansas
BY LINDA MILLER
Photos provided by 

Arkansas & Missouri Railroad

A member of the crew is ready to roll.
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plot. Three crosses near the tracks serve as a
memorial.
While traveling, guests also learn a little about their

car. The fleet includes six cars, many with their own
bit of history. Car No. 104 Biloxi Blues was used in
the movie of the same name .It was built in 1917. No.
108 Silver Feather Premium, built in 1948, now offers
table seating in the dome. No. 109 Spirit of Arkansas
diner-lounge first traveled the rails in 1950 as the
Pride of Texas coffee shop-lounge car. As one might
expect, it was decorated with cattle brands, but the
car was renovated before being put into service by
A&M. The restored 1940s caboose seats only 10-12
passengers.
While snack and beverage service is offered on all

excursions, lunch is available only on the Van Buren
to Winslow route.
The schedule includes roundtrip excursions from

Fort Smith to Winslow on Saturdays from
January through March; Springdale to Van
Buren on Wednesdays, Fridays and
Saturdays with a layover in downtown Van
Buren from April through mid-November;
Van Buren to Winslow on Wednesdays,
Fridays and Saturdays from April through
mid-November; and Van Buren to
Winslow fall foliage excursions
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays in
October and November. Holiday and
dinner trips are also available. The
railroad also welcomes large groups and

The Silver Feather Premium car 
offers dome seating.

All excursions on the Arkansas & Missouri
Railroad go through a quarter-mile tunnel.
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can put together special event and themed excursions.
Coach, club, first class and caboose tickets are available. Tickets start at about

$40, depending on the excursion. Reservations are recommended because
excursions sell out early.
For schedules and ticket information, go to www.amrailroad.com. n

Passenger seating is available in the caboose.

www.amrailroad.com


LEADERSHIP

W e want to feel safe in the care of our leaders.
We want to believe our well-being is their
utmost priority. 

Simply put, a leader is someone who helps us get places we cannot, or
will not, go by ourselves. 

We expect those who seek to lead us to answer three questions for us:
Where are we going and why?
How are we going to get there?
Will we be ok?
We expect leaders to demonstrate a spirit of leading that inspires and

comforts. Leader wannabes must promise us value and deliver on the
promise, or we will seek out another who will.
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THE SPIRIT OF LEADING

BY GARLAND MCWATTERS

Above, Whitley O’Connor (second from right) treats
several Curbside Chronicle vendors to an OKC Dodgers
baseball game. O’Connor is co-founder of Oklahoma City’s
Curbside Chronicle.
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A new spirit of leading needed
So, when I watch what is passing for leadership in the

market place, I sometimes get that empty churning in the pit
of my stomach.  

I’m suspicious of motives, and I sense I’m not alone.
Confidence in the leadership of our political and business
institutions is on the skids. Clearly, it is time to infuse a new
spirit of leading throughout our workplaces and communities. 

This column is dedicated to offering examples of what that
spirit of leading looks like. I will showcase individuals of all

ages and walks of life who are demonstrating it through the
lives they live at home, at work, and in the community. 

Why spirit matters
Leaders step up because they cannot hold back when action

is called for. They are driven by a spirit of service to make
things better for all concerned or to right an injustice against
the defenseless.

The spirit of leading is a pure, positive, and powerful energy
that moves us toward noble and aspirational common goals.

Curbside Chronicle publisher, Ranya O’Connor,
right, accepts award from the International
Network of Street Papers for Best Cover in 2015.
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It transcends ideologies. It is fiber and glue that binds
communities into wholesome cultures where all can thrive. 

It is an antibiotic salve that heals, soothes, and protects
when the self-serving and malicious try to lie, cheat, and
intimidate their way to personal advantage.

The Spirit of Leading in action
I’ve recently encountered several examples of this spirit of

leading, some in my contact with ion Oklahoma magazine.
Here are two.

Whitley and Ranya O’Connor saw an opportunity to help the
unemployed homeless population of Oklahoma City to earn an
income that could take them off the streets as a panhandler. 

They started publishing The Curbside Chronicle in 2013. In
their partnership with the Homeless Alliance they have helped
homeless people regain skills and confidence to get back into
more traditional employment and obtain housing. 

Whitley first got the idea while a student at Vanderbilt. He

observed the homeless selling a local street newspaper and
began talking to them about their experience.

“They were talking about getting into housing, overcoming
addictions, things of that nature, and I started to think I’m
from Oklahoma City. Why don’t we have a program like this?”

Whitley reached out to Debby Hampton, chief executive
officer of the Central Oklahoma United Way. She put him in
contact with the Homeless Alliance and encouraged him to
develop his business plan. A college friend introduced him to
Ranya Forgotson, who had experience working with homeless
populations. They co-founded The Curbside Chronicle and
married soon after. 

When Whitley reflected on the experience of getting the
project started, he admitted it was difficult but worth the
struggle. 

“When you have an innovative rewarding idea that could
change the community and benefit others, it’s almost a sin to
hold it to yourself and not go after it,” he said.

Ranya, the Chronicle’s full-time publisher, said they plan to
begin publishing every month starting in July. Currently, the
Chronicle comes out every other month.

Kristi Leonard, past president of the Junior League of
Oklahoma City (2014-15), took a more conventional path to
leadership. 

Kristi left a professional position in the private sector to
start her family. When possible, she joined the Junior League
of Oklahoma City to keep her skills sharp. Eventually she took
on board positions and was tapped to be president in 2014. 

Kristi explained her work with the Junior League opened her
eyes to the level of poverty in Oklahoma County.  “It’s gut
wrenching when you know that some of these kids are not
eating except for their schools lunches. Their parents can’t
afford to feed them. It’s not for lack of effort. Their parents,
some of them, are working two or three jobs at minimum
wage.”

That passion led her to lay the groundwork for the urban
gardens project in her presidential year. The first phase
included urban gardens at three schools.

Jerry, a Curbside Chronicle vendor, sells copies
of the street newspaper in Oklahoma City.
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“So many of our children live in what’s
called a food desert,” Kristi explains.
“They are not close to accessible food
within walking distance of their house.
The idea is to make these urban gardens
close to the schools, teach the kids how
to garden, what is healthy. Let them get
their hands dirty, plant the seeds, see it
grow, then they get to taste the fruits of
their labor.”

Kristi credits the coaching and
mentoring from many successful
professional women for her success and
cultivating her spirit of leading.

NextGen Under 30 Oklahoma
We need great leaders of all ideologies

demonstrating a spirit of leadership
that unifies and heals. Ion Oklahoma
magazine is leading the way to
recognize and champion a generation of
emerging leaders in Oklahoma who are
already making a difference. 

Learn more about how you can be

involved in this exciting movement in
your own community. Go to
www.nextgenunder30.com

I also host The Spirit of Leading
podcast where you can hear interviews
with many of these young leaders as
well as others from all walks of life who
are making a difference. Podcasts with
the O’Connors and Kristi Leonard are
available now. Go to
www.inpoweredtolead.com/podcasts/.

Garland McWatters, of INPowered2
LEAD, teaches and writes about
leadership and developing INPowering
workplaces. He hosts The Spirit of
Leading podcast. McWatters, of Tulsa, 
is traveling throughout Oklahoma
promoting NextGen Under 30-Oklahoma.
He can be reached at
garland@inpoweredtolead.com.  n

The Junior League of Oklahoma City partnered
with the Oklahoma City County Health Department
to present Family Fun Night for the residents
living in the food desert near NE 63rd and MLK in
Oklahoma City. Tee Junior League supplied
families with healthy recipes and all the
ingredients required to make a healthy dinner.
Above from left are Kristi Leonard, Mandy Heaps
and Katie Davis. 

Kristi Leonard

garland@inpoweredtolead.com
www.inpoweredtolead.com/podcasts/
www.nextgenunder30.com


LEADERSHIP

F ive years ago, ionOklahoma organized the first
NextGen 30-Under-30 program, honoring
individuals 30 and under whose friends and
colleagues nominate them for their contributions

to their work life and their communities. Since then,
we’ve congratulated 199 winners, primarily from the
metropolitan area. This year, we were encouraged to

grow the program because there are so many
qualified nominations. As a result, it’s
difficult for our independent judges to

choose among the candidates.

For 2016, we’ve renamed the
program NextGen Under 30 (visit
NextGenUnder30.com), and we’re now
accepting nominations in 15
categories, from The Arts and

Education to Science, Technology and
Engineering and Sports and Fitness. There

will be 15 winners in each category, all
recognized at the annual awards ceremony and

dinner at the Cox Convention Center on November 18. More
information is also on our Facebook page at
facebook.com/groups/NextGenUnder30. Nominations are pouring in
each day, so please nominate your favorite young achiever.

The Millennial Generation was born in in the early 80’s to the early
2000’s, comprising 14 percent of the work force. They face a world
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Recognizing Millennial Achievements —
The 30 Under 30 Program grows statewide to 225 Awards in 2016

BY DON SWIFT, PUBLISHER AND EDITOR

oklahoma
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different from the one encountered by Baby Boomers or even
Gen X-ers. They don’t expect, nor will they be offered, longevity
in their job. It’s more difficult to make a good living than it
was in the post-World War II years. Their motivation for
working has less to do with loyalty to an employer than what
they’re learning from the experience and what recognition they
are receiving. It is a misconception that Millennials don’t
understand workplace loyalty. In fact, recognition of their
contribution converts directly to employee retention.
Nevertheless, 91 percent of Millennials do not expect to be at
the same job in three years.

Millennials (“twenty-somethings”) are starting to have a
major impact in the workplace. By the year 2020, they could

make up nearly half of the workplace, even with Baby Boomers
delaying retirement. 

In Oklahoma, we recognize that we need to keep Millennials
in the state, working productively, encouraged and recognized
for their contributions and achievements—and for what they
will contribute and achieve in the years to come. In the 1980s,
Oklahoma’s oil bust caused 100,000 young and talented (and,
let’s face it, others, as well) to move out of state. Some have
returned in recent years, but we cannot afford for this to

Above, left and below: the 2015 NextGen 30 Under 30 honorees.
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happen again, even in these lean times.
With Millennials displaying turnover

rates twice that of older workers, all
organizations must be aware of the cost
of this behavior. For an organization of
1,000 employees, the additional cost of
replacing Millennials is more than
$300,000 annually. This cost can grow
to millions of dollars for larger
organizations that don’t improve
employee retention among younger
workers.

The NextGen Under 30 program is
designed to improve this situation
through competition and recognition,

shining a spotlight on high achieving
individuals, an organization’s most-
valuable resources.

At ionOklahoma, we’re delighted with
the support we receive from past award
winners, who encourage and nominate
their friends and colleagues. At an
annual alumni reception and networking
event, past winners, friends, family, co-
workers, and supporters gather. This
year, the NextGen Under 30 Alumni and
Guest Reception will be held at our long-
time supporters, the Gaillardia Country
Club, on Thursday, May 5. 

Chairman of the State Chamber of

Commerce, Bradley W. Krieger (Mr.
Krieger is Chairman of Arvest Bank) will
speak to the group on Shaping the Next
Decade—Policy & Politics with the State
Chamber. Lieutenant Governor Todd
Lamb will also address the group, as
will past award winners. 

We expect more than 1,000 people at
our awards ceremony this year, filling
the capacity of the Cox Convention
Center banquet facility. We hope to see
you there—and those whom you’ve
nominated and encouraged to compete
in 2016 NextGen Under 30.  n
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S ince 1967, Arts Council Oklahoma
City’s Annual Festival of the Arts has
been the city’s “rite of spring.” The
50th annual Festival of the Arts, April

19-24, promises to continue this rich tradition.
Event co-chairs for the 2016 Festival of the
Arts are Suzi Clowers and Kermit Frank.

Festival of the Arts is produced by Arts Council Oklahoma
City and presented by Devon Energy Corporation and MidFirst
Bank. The 2016 Festival of the Arts in a new location,
Bicentennial Park. The event runs 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Tuesday
through Saturday and 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday. Admission
is free. For their safety and yours, pets are not allowed.

Every year Festival of the Arts attracts up to 750,000
people over six days. Free admission, amazing art, fantastic
food, exciting entertainment and fun activities are all in
store for visitors to enjoy at this year’s Festival. 

Visual Arts
The Festival features 200 artists from all over the United
States. This year’s theme is “First of Spring” and the poster
artist, David Holland, is from Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
Several of the featured artists are from Oklahoma,
representing the rich culture and talent of the state. Artists
from a total of 41 states will exhibit at this year’s Festival.
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50th Festival of the Arts
Annual event scheduled April 19-24 at Bicentennial Park

ART 



Culinary Arts
Take a break from the visual and performing arts to enjoy all the fine
food that Festival of the Arts has to offer. International Food Row
features old favorites like Indian Tacos, Strawberries Newport, Craig
& Carter’s Famous Fish Tacos and C’est Si Bon. New additions to
this year’s International Food Row include Meat Market Refectory,
Grilled Cheesery. Snow Smores, and I Don’t Know & I Don’t Care.
Each food vendor is partnered with a local arts-related nonprofit
agency, so each bite goes to support the arts in central Oklahoma.

Performing Arts
Festival of the Arts has three stages of non-stop performing arts
entertainment ranging in scope from the youngest elementary school
performers to professional musicians.

Art for Children 
Festival of the Arts will include many great activities for children
and families. Shop from Festival’s youngest artists at the Youth Art
Sale where youth ages 8 to 18 present their own artwork for sale.
Young at Art Mart is a special no-adults-allowed section where
children can purchase art created by their favorite Festival artists
for $5 or less. Children can create their own unique work of art in
the Children’s Art Field. Face painting for $1 will be available.

Arts Festival Parking
Bus routes and a shuttle make the move to

Bicentennial Park a breeze for the 2016
Festival of the Arts.
Even with the move back to Bicentennial

Park, parking will be easily accessible for the 2016
Festival of the Arts. Buses, a shuttle, and new parking
garages will be available for this year’s festival-goers.

Downtown Discovery buses will be transporting
festival-goers from Embark parking garages
to the festival grounds during all six days

of Festival of the Arts. Embark will also be
extending their evening hours to accommodate
passengers traveling to and from the festival.
Click here to find the closest Embark parking garage.

Attendees will receive additional accommodation from
a Chesapeake Energy CNG shuttle. This shuttle will
pick up passengers at the Bob Howard parking lot
every fifteen minutes from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily
during the festival. Additional parking can be found in
the new Arts District parking garage, and around
downtown Oklahoma City thanks to the completion of
the Project 180 street parking initiatives. For questions
about parking in Oklahoma City, visit Parking OKC.

http://parkingokc.com/ 


Support the Arts 
Festival of the Arts is more than an engaging arts extravaganza. All
proceeds support Arts Council Oklahoma City’s year-round, free and
low-cost programming. Another unique way to support this effort is
by attending the Angels and Friends Party. It boasts entertainment,
fare from OKC’s best restaurants, an open bar and a chance to
celebrate the arts and the coming of Spring with OKC’s most devout
arts supporters.

Arts Council Oklahoma City is a non-profit 501 ©(3) organization
dedicated to bringing the arts and the community together through
free or low-cost cultural events and a variety of arts outreach
activities that impact underserved populations. Each year, Arts
Council events, programs and services reach nearly one million
Oklahoma City residents and visitors. Arts Council Oklahoma City is
sponsored by Devon Energy Corporation, MidFirst Bank, The
Oklahoman and NewsOK.com, Chesapeake Energy Corporation, OGE
Energy Corporation, Ozarka Water & Coffee Service, Sonic –
America’s Drive-in, ICG, ImageNet Consulting, and Tyler Media. Arts
Council Oklahoma City receives funding from the Oklahoma Arts
Council and National Endowment for the Arts, and is an Allied Arts
member agency. 

For more information, call 405-270-4848 or visit
www.ArtsCouncilOKC.com. n





ART
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George Bogart’s legacy of
art explored with exhibition

JRB Art at The Elms is presenting
Oklahoma artist and educator George
Bogart’s art, alongside works by several
artists who were at one point Bogart’s
students. The exhibition opened April 1
and continues through May 1.

Featured artists include Bogart, BJ White, George
Oswalt, Michele Mikesell, David Crismon, Joe Andoe,

Former students
remember their teacher

Above,from George Bogart’s 1973 Norman Series,
Red.  Acrylic on canvas.
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Linda Lou Warren, Caroline Farris, Larry Hefner,
Jennifer Hustis, Betty Wood, Rick Barnes, and Sunni
Mercer. While the primary medium will be painting,
the show will also include prints and sculpture, and will
fill the entire gallery space at JRB Art at The Elms. 
Bogart (1933-2005) received his Bachelor of Fine

Arts from the University of Minnesota at Duluth in
1956, and his Master of Fine Arts from the University
of Washington in 1959. He taught at the University of
Texas at Austin for eight years, at Penn State University
for three years, and from 1970 until 1977 at the
University of Oklahoma – minus a one year visiting
guest artist’s appointment at the University of
California, Berkeley, in 1978. 
“Legacy” will showcase 13 oil on canvas paintings

by Bogart, including one figurative piece titled Teacher,
as well as 10 of his smaller works on paper. The
featured artists will present paintings displaying their
individual styles, some made new for this show, while

Wood’s monotype and Mercer’s sculptures provide
counterpoints to the abstract paintings that were
Bogart’s forte. 
Bogart was a brilliant artist and prodigious painter

with an innate feel for color and space, as well as an
exceptionally inspiring teacher. His knowledge was so
vast and his attitude so congenial, he would often
accumulate a following of strangers during a museum
visit, spending as much time as they asked giving
answers and explanations as to the art on view. He was
always generous with his time and attention to his
students, who remember him as someone who gave
them confidence when needed, and always encouraged
them to continue pursuit of their artistic education. His
legacy is seen today in the work of the many talented
Oklahoman artists who studied with him at Oklahoma
University. 
During the run of the show, the gallery will be posting

remembrances and quotes from their time with George

Pandora’s Box, George Bogart, 1987, oil on canvas.
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Bogart on our Facebook page, and encourage the public
to reach out with their own memories and stories as
well. Thus, the show will be a celebration of Bogart’s
legacy in his own work, as well a display of the
continued impact he has on the Oklahoma art scene
today, as his words and teachings linger in the work of
the artists he taught. 
“I was late to the game since George had retired years

before I arrived. Fortunate for me, he still kept a studio
out at OU Northbase where the graduate students
painted. I wasn’t a tuition paying student of his, but he
not only took the time to share critical information with
me about my work…he taught me by example. At that
time, I painted mainly in earth tones, and George
challenged me to use colors I disliked. He would often
bring by a random tube of magenta pink or sea foam
green. After he left- his useful canvas, brushes and
paints were redistributed out to other artists. I had
recently graduated and moved to Dallas and was unable
to make a claim on anything. Elyse Bogart contacted
me after the sale and said she had saved George’s hat
and favorite brush for me. She said I was also welcome
to take the paint that was left after the sale. I picked up
George’s green hat and an ancient liner brush taped to
the end of a long handle, as well as a box of familiar
purples, magenta pinks, and sea foam green paints. I
still come across a random tube of George’s paint and
think how lucky I was to spend those times at OU
Northbase with him. What a treasure, I am so lucky to
be part of his legacy.” – Michele Mikesell
“George Bogart was an imposing figure; tall, thick

dark hair and a big black mustache but he turned out to

be a gentle patient man and a talented teacher. He was
a prolific, passionate painter that practiced his craft
every day. He had a huge impact on me to develop a
strong work ethic. I remember George telling me
numerous times that “a lot of good soldiers had to die
before you can win the battle.” This was his way of
telling me to keep working. – Larry Hefner 
“For George Bogart, the supreme act of art was

painting. He was of the heroic painting school of 1950’s
sensibility. The Abstract Expressionist’s abiding lesson
that life was a series of choices that one had to make
and be responsible for again and again. George’s lack of
commercialism and his active process of painting was
the message that was most inspirational to me. His
paintings were honest investigations into the forms of
expressionism. He was always growing in his practice
till the end…some of his best work was the late
work.”—George Oswalt 
“George made all the difference for me. He seemed

to know exactly how to motivate me. Sometimes he
played devil’s advocate, other times he encouraged, he
challenged and he had relentless expectations…but no
matter what teaching method George Bogart chose, his
posture as a mentor was always to stand alongside. I
consider myself so fortunate to be able to say ‘George
Bogart taught me to paint,’ and even more honored to
say he was my friend.” — Sunni Mercer 
JRB Art at The Elms is located at 2810 North Walker

and is open Tuesday through Saturday, 10-6, and
Sunday, 1-5. The studio’s phone number is 528-6336
and its web site is www.jrbartgallery.com.  n

George Bogart, Sweeping Up, 2004,  oil on canvas. 

George Bogart, OOLONG, 2000, oil on canvas.

www.jrbartgallery.com




FASHION

Looking for a new handbag?

Spring for color. It’s an easy way to inject a little fun
and freshness into your wardrobe. 

Totes, hobos, clutches, satchels, crossbody styles
and top-handle bags are drenched in bold hues or
washed in soft pastels like pink and blue, which just
happen to be Pantone Color Institute’s colors of the
year. To be exact, those two shades are named Rose
Quartz and Serenity.
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Above, Coach pink carryall, available at Dillard’s.

Right, Michael Kors blue saddlebag, available at Dillard’s.

with a colorful punch
BY LINDA MILLER
Photos provided
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Trina Turk coral tote from r meyers.

Longchamp orange satchel and yellow crossbody from r meyers.
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Even last fall’s favorite must-have, the
saddlebag, rides into spring and summer in
shades sunnier than brown and tan.

Prints and patterns along with color blocking
are a little more daring, but for those who want
to swing near the edge, one of these styles may
be the perfect statement piece.

So, choose color and then carry that bag for all
to see.  n

Patricia Nash floral crossbody bag,
available at Dillard’s.

Trina Turk two-color clutch/crossbody from r meyers.





TECHNOLOGY

M any times, moms put themselves on the
backburner. This Mother’s Day, let them
know they stand out for everything they do
throughout the year. Just telling them how

much they are appreciated will go a long way, but it
does not hurt to add a fun Mother’s Day gift. 

Instead of the usual options, give mom the gift of technology. They’ll really
appreciate the convenience and time savers that tech offers. 

Many moms are always on the go. Days are filled with carpooling and carting kids
and picking up things for the family; this may not leave time to keep vehicles up-to-
date. With hum by Verizon, drivers can relax knowing that their
covered. The device tracks when maintenance is due, driving
patterns, location history and comes with a hands-free
Bluetooth speaker that clips to a car visor, providing one-
button access for emergency help, all within a smartphone.
The hum also can monitor patterns of drivers, which can be a
big stress-reliever to families with teenage drivers. 

Let’s face it – moms love to take photographs,
especially of their kids. With the Droid Turbo 2 by
Motorola offered exclusively by Verizon, moms can utilize
the 21-megapixel, rapid-focus camera. And with up to 48
hours of battery from a single charge, they can take photos
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SHOW MOM YOU CARE
Through Technology

BY JEANNINE BREW
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without worrying about low battery. The display is also the first shatterproof display,
guaranteed not to crack or shatter. So, if kids get a hold of the phone, there is no need to
worry about a broken screen.

What goes better with a new smartphone than a Kate Spade case? Moms can bedazzle
their device with a case decorated with a floral, striped, or polka dot design. These shock-
resistant bumper cases provide protection from any drops, slips or falls. The cases even
come with a one-year warranty. This is a great and practical gift idea for moms celebrating
their first Mother’s Day or their fiftieth.

With moms on the go all time, it can be tough to keep track of what kid goes where, let
alone where she may have put her phone. The HTC fetch can attach to a key ring and

will help locate a missing phone. By pressing the button, the compact keychain
device will sound off a phone’s ringtone within about 50 feet.

If both keys and phones are lost, the map
location feature notifies the user where the
HTC Fetch and phone were last together. 

Sometimes, moms just need some time to
themselves. Whether that is a bubble bath with some

tunes courtesy of a Bose SoundLink Bluetooth Speaker or squeezing in a run
tracked by a Blaze SmartFitness Watch, technology can make their “me”
time even better.

There are many ways to show moms they are appreciated. Moms are whom
we go to for skinned knees, relationship advice, a hug and so much more. This
Mother’s Day, let your mom know how much you love her. A gift can never thank
a mom for everything she has done, but it can be a small token of love and
appreciation on her special day. n

Jeannine Brew is employed by Verizon. Droid Turbo 2

HTC Fetch



COMMENTARY

I will openly admit that I am a
fortunate man, and for many
reasons. I have a great family and we
love each other. I have close friends

who are there when I need them. I have
enjoyed good health my entire life. 
Another reason that I feel fortunate is that I

absolutely love what I do for a living. I am a
community banker.
April is Community Banking Month. For most

people, that might not carry a lot of meaning, but to me
it does. It’s like an anniversary, a yearly reminder of
why I am where I am, why I do business the way I do
and why we started First Liberty Bank.
Community banking in the United States links to

geography. In other words, it’s where the banker calls
home; for me, it’s Oklahoma City.  Oklahoma City is
where my interests are, where I have family, kids in
school and friends. It’s where I have found dedicated
and terrific employees that are just like family. I want
to take care of these loved ones. Taking care of my
Oklahoma City community is like caring for extended
family. I want to see those near and around me
succeed and thrive.
Community banks are by definition, small

businesses. That’s why we understand the
circumstances of the small business owner.
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How Community Banking 
Helps Our Local Economy

Why I Love Being Part of It
BY JOEY ROOT, PRESIDENT/CEO 

OF FIRST LIBERTY BANK
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The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC)
defines a community bank as having local ownership,
local control, and local decision making. The
traditional banking functions of lending and deposit
gathering are on a local scale. Community banks lend
to the community where depositors live and work. That
keeps local communities vibrant and growing. 
There are a lot of hurdles facing community banks.

All banks face increasing federal regulation and
compliance.   The 2010 Dodd-Frank Wall Street
Reform and Consumer Protection Act placed strong
regulations on banks both large and small. The reform
grew out of the financial crisis and recession of 2008
and seeks to prevent collapses of major financial
institutions while protecting consumers from abusive
lending and mortgage practices. The bill contains some

16 major areas of reform and is hundreds of pages long.
Compliance with these rules is one of the fastest-
growing costs community banks face.
I come from a banking family dating back to the early

1900s.  The banking industry is certainly a lot different
now. Banking is changing fast with new rules and
regulations and through the advent of technology. Unlike
yesteryear, many people don’t go into a bank and some
bank exclusively on mobile devices. Despite these
advances, community banks are as valuable as ever. 
Someday soon you may need a bank for a variety of

reasons.  Whether you need advice to grow your
business or simply need to open a savings account for a
grandchild, I hope you will reach out to me. I will do
everything I can to help. That is what a community
banker does.  n

First Liberty Bank, 9601 N May Avenue in Oklahoma City.



SPORTS

N ow its third year of pro soccer in
Oklahoma City, Energy FC is averaging
6,000 fans for the first two homes with
another slated Saturday, April 23

against Rochester.
The Energy’s third game in Vancouver on April 16 was

postponed after the team was unable to leave Denver due to a
massive snow storm. Due to the postponement, Energy FC has
played the fewest games of any United Soccer League (USL).

However, Energy FC will be looking for its first win against one
loss and a draw when Rochester comes to town Saturday for a 7
p.m. encounter. Rochester is in sixth place in the Eastern
Conference of the USL.

“We’ve been good and we’ve been strong both on and off the
field,” said Energy FC General Manager Jason Hawkins. “On the
field, we made a few changes during the off-season and we’ve
had a couple of nicks with our goalkeeper being out but I think
we’re beginning to jell.”

Oklahoma City fans have been good to the Energy FC since it
opened with its inaugural season in 2014.

“We have a real strong sports market in Oklahoma City with
the Thunder, the NCAA tournaments and now soccer,” Hawkins
said.

66 ion Oklahoma  APRIL/MAY 2016

Real Energy
BY TIM FARLEY

Photos by Steven Christy / Energy FC

Daniel Gonzalez heads downfield in the game against the Orange County
Blues FC at Taft Stadium.



OKC Energy FC player Luis Martinez maneuvers around a University of
Nebraska Omaha Mavericks player in a USL preseason game at
Norman North High School.

The 29-team league – 14 teams in Eastern Conference and
15 in the Western Conference – has developed a level playing
field in the last two years with no single team dominating in
either conference.

“There is a ton of parity in the league right now,” Hawkins
said. “Everybody has to come to play every game. No one has
any big advantage. I’ve seen a lot of games determined in the
last five or 10 minutes.”

For Oklahoma City, the goal this season is to advance to the
league championship match. Last
season, Energy FC lost 2-1 in the

Western Conference final. But for
now, the team wants to get out

of the Western Conference cellar with only one standings point
compared to nine for conference leader LA Galaxy II, the same
team that defeated Energy in the conference final last season.

“Getting to the playoffs is a whole new season of individual
games since this is a one-and-done format,” Hawkins said.

Energy FC plays all of its home games at Taft Stadium in
Oklahoma City. Energy opened last season at Taft, which was
renovated two years ago.

For a complete regular-season schedule and other team
news, visit www.energyfc.com n

www.energyfc.com


PEOPLE

L ee Allan Smith is no stranger to
Boy Scouts or the bedrock values
they esteem. 

The Last Frontier Council Boy Scouts of America
recently recognized his decades of exemplary service
to Oklahoma with the E.C Joullian Distinguished
Citizen award. 
The values of honesty, kindness, hard work and

loyalty to others have never been lost on Smith. He
became a Boy Scout after the tragic loss of his father
to a hotel fire when he was 13. Through decades of
civic engagement, he was always involved in
supporting scouts. 
Being honored by an organization that gave so much

to him, Smith said he was humbled to receive the
Distinguished Citizen award.
“My first thoughts go out to the people who make the

Boy Scouts turn: the volunteers, the sponsors, the
scouts. That’s who should get the applause,” he said. 
Oklahoma City Thunder Chairman Clayton Bennett,

said, “The great thing about Lee Allan, there are so
many great things, but the consistent leadership, the
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The Legacy of Lee Allan Smith
Oklahoma Boy Scouts Honor one of their own 

with Distinguished Citizen award

BY MINDY REGAN WOOD



consistent engagement in civic affairs, consistent in loyalty to
friends and community is almost unparalleled. It has been
such a joy to be associated with Lee Allan. It’s been a real true
privilege and honor,” said Bennett. 
Smith is well known for his love of Oklahoma and patriotism

for the nation. He served as a Special Service Officer in the
U.S. Air Force. That passion for his fellow countrymen goes
back to his scouting days.  
“Boy Scouts have evolved over the years,” said David

Rainbolt, chief executive officer of Banc First Corp., “but
there’s no more important time for their mission of teaching
values to young people than today. That was never lost on Lee
Allan. Lee Allan’s patriotism is renowned. So it goes hand in

hand with the mission of the boy scouts.”
Lee Allan, as everyone calls him, has been labeled

“legendary” in promoting Oklahoma on a national and global
scale. Some of the grand events he was instrumental in
bringing to Oklahoma include the 1989 U.S. Olympic Festival,
“The Stars and Stripes July 4th Show” which was broadcast
nationally on NBC for five of eight years, and the Oklahoma
Centennial celebrations. The patriotic visionary is also
responsible for the Centennial Parade and Spectacular on
statehood day. 
Raising funds for countless good causes, he also negotiated

Above, Troop 217 members set up their display.
Right, (left to right) Tom McDaniel, Lee Allan Smith, OKC Tunder Chairman Clay Bennett,
Evan Hulse, Eli Ferguson, Emcee David Thompson and Jakob Watral.

Below, left to right: Chris Anoatubby, Tammy Payne, Lee Allan Smith,
Kristen Murphy, Governor Anoatubby and Clay Bennett



and raised money for Oklahoma Centennial floats in the Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade and the Pasadena Rose Bowl Parade.
He organized the Civic Center Music Hall grand reopening and
helped orchestrate the Dome dedication at the Capitol. 
His long history in the media industry include past president

and general manager for KTVY, WKY Radio, assistant general
manager of WKY-TV, and 22 years with Gaylord Broadcasting
Company. 

Smith has brought his creativity and passion for the state to
countless boards including State Fair of Oklahoma, Oklahoma
Zoology Trust, Oklahoma Heritage Association, OKC Chamber
of Commerce, and Last Frontier Council Boy Scouts of
America. 
Now, he is the chairman of Oklahoma Events, LLC a full

service event production firm, and still serves on numerous
other civic organizations. 

Above, Clay Bennett. 
Right, David Carpenter, Boy Scout Council President.

Left to right: Landon Aneshansley, Shelby Mann, Jeff Woolsey,
Lee Allan Smith, Camron Chanfold and Zach Lampe.



My first thoughts go out to
the people who make the Boy
Scouts turn: the volunteers, the
sponsors, the scouts. That’s
who should get the applause.”

— Lee Allan Smith

He still serves on the Last Frontier Council Boy Scouts of America
executive board. Smith said he will always hold a special place in
his heart for his fellow scouts and the families who make a
difference.
“I love the scouts and I love to see the parents. Their eyes are

beaming with pride because they’re bringing up a son or daughter
who are learning the values of life. It’s a fantastic organization.
They serve so many people in such a big way,” he said. n

Ethan and Wendy House, 
Jennifer Kiersch, DeLee Smith, Lee Allan
Smith, and Tom & Brenda McDaniel.



Our host, Brenda Bennett

Welcome To Our Premier Mystery Podcast
Eleven Weekly Episodes

It’s FREE • Sign Up Today at realmysteries.us
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T he year was 1962. The
music scene was booming in
America. Classic early era
rock-n-roll was hands down a

winner and college students
everywhere were listening to big hits
like Little Eva’s “The Loco-Motion,”
the Drifters elegant “Up on the
Roof”, Del Shannon’s “Little Town
Flirt” and Booker T. & the MG’s
popular “Green Onions.” 

1962 was also the year of the twist dance
craze and two of the biggest hits, the Isley
Brothers’ “Twist and Shout” and Sam Cooke’s
“Twistin’ the Night Away,” and best
represented the music college students were
buying at the record stores.      

In addition to these nationally known
recording artists, local student rock-n-roll 

THE FIVE AMERICANS
“Western Union” 

and “I See the Light”
became top Billboard
hits almost overnight 
in the early sixties for
five Oklahomans.  

BY DON SWIFT

PEOPLE
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bands were popping up on
college campuses all across the
nation.   

Southeastern State College
located in Durant, Oklahoma,
was no different when several
students became friends at the
university and formed a band
called “The Mutineers.” They
began performing a repertoire of
Bo Diddley and Duane Eddy
style-music at weekend parties
at the college. 

Mike Rabon, John Durrill,
Jimmy Wright, Jim Grant, and
Norm Ezell became friends and
members of the band while
students in college at
Southeastern State.

In 1963, the band recorded
their first debut single, “Jackin
Around” in Dallas, Texas, an
instrumental song that
received extensive airplay at
their college. However, it was

the British Invasion that influenced The Mutineers to
include vocals with their music. The band’s most
impactful acquisition was their use of the Vox
Continental electric organ, which later became a
recognizable highlight of the groups’ music style.

While playing gigs in Dallas, Texas, the band
achieved notoriety by playing many of the most
popular clubs and hot spots as a frequent
attraction. During this time in Dallas the group
came to the attention of Abnak Records and then-
President John Abdnor took the group under his
wing. Shortly, thereafter, The Mutineers changed
their name to The Five Americans and their musical



careers were launched on the national music
scene.

For a short while after the top five of 55
singles were released they toured nationally.
“I see the Light,” “Western Union,” “Sound of
Love,” “Evol Not Love,” and “Zipcode” all
when released made the Billboards charts
and “Western Union” reached vnumber five
in the Billboard Chart of top hits.  

THE FIVE AMERICANS BROKE UP IN
1969 and went their separate ways after
their single “7:30 Guided Tour” only reached
96 on the Billboard top 100. However, rest
assured The Five Americans were all talented
musicians and their music careers lived on
after their break-up.

Mike Rabon had a successful touring
career afterwards and released two albums
that sold well.

John Durrill, the keyboardist in the band,
wrote “Dark Lady” for Cher and “Misery and
Gin” for Merle Haggard and was a touring
member of “The Ventures.”

Bassist Jim Grant died from a heart attack
on November 29, 2004.

Guitarist Noman Ezell died of cancer on
May 8, 2010.

Drummer Jimmy Wright left the music
industry and died on January 30, 2012.  

The Five Americans released more than 55
singles during their time together and took
their brand of music and style to the

national music scene in America during the
‘60s as proud Oklahomans.  n
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