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Publisher’s Note
Welcome to ionOklahoma Online! We are at the center of Oklahoma’s lifestyle, culture,

“Like” us on facebook
facebook.com/pages/
IonOklahoma-Online

follow us on twitter
@IonOklahoma

and entertainment. If you are one of those people who get much of their daily information
from the internet, you’ll want to make ionOklahoma a site you visit on a regular basis.
We want to make ionOklahoma Online one of those “favorite websites” for Oklahomans,
and we think we have what it takes to make it happen. In this edition of ionOklahoma,
you’ll ﬁnd articles on some of the most interesting people in Oklahoma: from the coach of
a unique program for kids on the Oklahoma River to a local landscape designer with
great ideas for local gardening, you’ll ﬁnd all the latest and greatest there is to be known
in the area.
We continue to offer fun and entertaining photos of many local events in the Photo
Galleries section of our website. In addition, we have added new and exciting videos to
the Video Diaries, also available on our website, showcasing some of the most fantastic
and dynamic people and events in the area. Be sure to check those out.
New to ionOklahoma this month is our “Eye on the Weekend” weekly edition. This is a
fun and eye-catching, at-a-glance of everything entertaining happening in central
Oklahoma each and every weekend. You can sign up for the weekly “Eye on the Weekend”
on our website at www.ionok.com. We feature adult as well as family-friendly events. A
great tool to help you plan your weekend!
As one of the newest online magazines in Oklahoma, we are generating over twelve
thousand visits and over thirty-eight thousand page views each month. As the popularity
of online magazines continues to grow, we expect our numbers to double by the end of the
year.
Our subscribers can download our FREE digital edition to their computers or mobile
devices; currently over nine thousand subscribers download each addition. Also,
ionOklahoma Online offer a Print on Demand Edition for those who like a printed
magazine delivered to their home or ofﬁce.
As the world of social media grows, expect ionOklahoma Online to grow with it. On
Facebook and Twitter, we post up-to-date information, from content on our website to
events and news around town. Like to be in the know on all the latest and greatest in
Oklahoma? Stick with us, kid, we’ll keep you informed!
Sincerely,
Don Swift, Publisher
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As queen bee of local publishing company,
Buzz Books, Malena Lot and her "hive" remain on
the cutting edge in the world of publishing.

F

BY M. J. VAN DEVENTER

or the past decade, Malena Lott
has been sharpening her talents as
a fiction, and sometimes, nonfiction, writer. During that time, she’s
also kept her eye and pulse on the everchanging publishing world.

Malena is a multi-published author, brand strategist and publisher. She’s
worked in marketing and creative services for 20 years, has owned her own
advertising agency, and started a branding ﬁrm, Athena Institute, in 2006, to
provide branding, marketing and creative services to clients.
In 2011, she started an imprint, Buzz Books, as an arm of Athena Institute, to
publish her own and other authors’ work. She published her ﬁrst novel that year,
Fixer Upper and her ﬁrst ebook novella, Life’s A Beach. In
November 2011, she published her ﬁrst anthology, featuring
seven women authors from around the country, for Sleigh Ride.
Buzz Books’ titles include two anthologies, featuring 13
authors who have published novels and
novellas. This summer, the authors will
add short stories to their repertoire.
This year, Buzz has signed seven
JUNE/JULY ionOklahoma 19

additional authors and continues to accept submissions in both
ﬁction and non-ﬁction.
Consider these titles – Dating da Vinci, The Last Resort, The
Goddess Sisters, and The Pool Boy, which Malena is currently
ﬁnishing. Something New will soon be one of the latest titles
to come out on the Buzz label. “It’s about three generations of
women living in Oklahoma City and each one of them is
experiencing new transitions in their lives,” Malena explains.
Prom Dates to Die For is a young adult paranormal prom
anthology featuring six authors including two from
Oklahoma: Heather Dearly of Mustang; and Lena Brown –
Malena’s young adult pen name. For the cover of Prom,
Buzz held a model search and discovered Morgan Gover, a
junior from Altus Oklahoma.
his summer, releases will include Malena’s The
Last Resort, an enovella; and The Pool Boy, a short
story; Mythology High, a short story series about
modern takes on mythology; the debut, Ryann in the
Sky, by Jammie Kern, Tulsa; and The Apocalypse Sucks
series by Peggy Chambers of Enid, with her ﬁrst story,
Bra Wars.
If all these titles sound like perfect “beach reads,”
a term coined to entice summer readers with more leisure
time to read, you’re right on target about the books Malena is
involved with. The common denominator for the women’s ﬁction
books is personal growth and overcoming adversity.
Non-ﬁction titles frequently offer advice. This year, Buzz signed
Kellie Clements, a popular interior designer and former
contestant on HGTV’s Design Star, to write a business book for
interior designers for the “Little Brand” book series, joining Cyndy
Hoenig, writing PR Rock Star, and Tulsa business consultant
Shelley Cadamy’s Do This, Not That, no-nonsense advice for small
businesses, and Malena’s addition, The Little Brand That Could.
In June, Buzz signed Enid writer, Lucie Smoker, to launch the
“Swarm” imprint with her crime novel, Distortion. The full list of
titles can be found at buzzbooksusa.com
Born with an innate curiosity and sense of humor and armed with
a degree in journalism from the University of Oklahoma, Malena has
found it an exciting challenge to navigate in the contemporary world
of book publishing, with her own unique brand and style.
Currently, Malena offers her clients a multi-level, diverse style of
publishing and promotion for their talents, all under the multi-media
umbrella of Buzz Books. Writers do not pay to publish with Buzz.

T
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Instead Buzz Books provides all the editorial, marketing and publishing
support services necessary to bring a book to fruition.
“Anybody can self publish today,” she says. “But to be successful in
the publishing world now, you have to stand out. It’s difﬁcult, but not
impossible.”
In the traditional publishing world, writers must research who might
be interested in publishing their work, send detailed queries,
accompanied by samples of their writing, wait – sometimes for months
– for an answer, hope for the best but be realistic and expect to receive
a terse form letter rejection.
An offer from a publisher to read their work can be met by jubilation,
but doesn’t always indicate an offer to publish, much less a contract
accompanied by an advance – money spent to insure a writer will
produce. At Buzz, writers still have to query and submit their work for
consideration and wait a while for a reply. The difference at Buzz is
shorter response times and a close working relationship with the
editorial and publicity team throughout the entire publishing process.
As the wife of Rod Lott, managing editor of Tierra Media Group, and
mother of two boys, 14 and 7, and a daughter, 12, Malena has learned to
balance her days with writing, taking care of clients and ﬁnding new
formats and readers for her writing efforts and theirs. She uses all the
beneﬁts of the computer, i-phone and i-pad as well as digital
components in this social media driven world.

“I write because I have to

do it and because I love it.”
— Malena Lott
alena has built a network of resources and people – a team she
lovingly calls “the hive.” She serves as executive editor. The
imprints she has created are “Swarm,” for mystery, thriller and horror
writers; “Honey” for romance writers; and “Stingers” for short story
writers.
Other staff members include Mari Farthing, senior editor, Moore;
Cyndy Hoenig, publicist, Oklahoma City; and Dani Stone, social media
manager, Wichita, Kansas.
The authors’ work is featured in formats including YouTube, social

M
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media such as Facebook and Twitter, podcasts and blog tours. Some books will
be available in digital format only, while some will be available in print and
ebook. To get readers’ attention, Malena stages book parties and encourages
her writers to speak to local and regional book clubs about their work.
“Our readers are the greatest and they know a Buzz Book is going to be well
written. We want our authors to sell themselves and connect with their
readers,” she says. “We know how to build author-reader relationships.”
Malena treats her writers well, even though she doesn’t pay advances as
traditional publishers do. When a book is ﬁnally published by her company,
she does a royalty split with the author from book sales. She also provides
contests and on-line workshops. “We are constantly evolving with the
marketplace,” she notes.

Malena has learned to
balance her days with
writing, taking care of
clients and ﬁnding new
formats and readers for her
writing efforts and theirs
Like most writers, Malena loves the challenge of writing daily. “I feel better
if I write every day. It’s cathartic,” she says. Even though she is always
juggling to keep a balance between running her publishing company and
caring for her home and family, she adds, “I write because I have to do it and
because I love it. “
Where does she see herself and Buzz Books in five years?
Malena pauses to ponder the future.”I want to be out in front of the publishing
industry by that time. I want to continue building awareness for Buzz Books
and our authors and continuing to work on discoverability and bringing great
writers into the hive. In ﬁve years, we would like to have built a great
reputation as a publisher and a champion for stories and storytellers.”
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BIOGRAPHY
MALENA LOTT IS AN AUTHOR, BRAND STRATEGIST AND EXECUTIVE EDITOR at Buzz
Books USA, an indie multimedia division of her branding and creative
ﬁrm, Athena Institute. Co-founded with her husband, editor Rod Lott,
Buzz Books started in February 2011 with the goal to share
compelling stories in trade, digital and audiobook formats. Lott has
worked in radio, television, corporate marketing and co-owned an ad agency
before starting her own branding consulting ﬁrm. She had her ﬁrst novel, The Stork
Reality published in 2006 by a New York publisher, and her second, Dating Da Vinci, by a large
independent press. Lott recently got the rights back on The Stork Reality and is updating it for a rerelease as an ebook and trade book next month. With the shift in the publishing industry to more
digital titles and more authors self-publishing, Lott felt becoming a "literary entrepreneur" was the
right move, bringing her combined skills in writing, editing, design, marketing and branding to the
indie sphere. Lott will also host a weekly story podcast, The Hive with Buzz Books, on blogtalk radio
beginning February 1, 2012 to feature stories in television, ﬁlm and books.
While Lott will publish some of her own titles through Buzz Books, it's the growth by adding
talented new voices to "the hive" that they are most excited about. In November 2011, Buzz Books
published its ﬁrst multi-author project, a winter anthology, Sleigh Ride, featuring seven awardwinning women authors writing a short story with a sleigh ride somewhere in it. Four of the authors
were already published and three were new voices.
"I love being a part of that journey with storytellers and give them the opportunity to share
their work," said Lott. "The discovery process is thrilling for me.”
Lott recently added a publicist and senior editor to her team and is
actively seeking submissions for short stories, both adult and young
adult market, as well as creative non-ﬁction through the Buzz Books
Stingers line. Lott also has a Little Brand series for small businesses
featuring short guidebooks by experts in every category of small business. She
has sent three contracts for business books already in 2012 and hopes to launch them
beginning this summer. She is also sending contracts for authors with short stories in the Young
Adult paranormal collection, Prom Dates to Die For, which will be released in late spring. At this time,
Buzz Books is not taking submissions for novels (works over 80,000 words).
Lott got her start in Woodward, Oklahoma where she grew up hosting a radio show when she was
just 17. She attended the University of Oklahoma and earned a degree in Radio/TV/Film. She lives in
Edmond, with her husband and three children.
For a full list of submissions and guidelines, visit www.buzzbooksusa.com/submissions.
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Taking the

A-TRAIN
ENTERTAINMENT

to Edmond
by KANNA DEUTSCH
Photos by LAUREN WRIGHT

’ll be the first to admit that music isn’t my forte. The difference
between an A flat and an A sharp escapes me, and the only scale
I’m really familiar with is the one in my bathroom; but I know
quality when I hear it. Somewhere around sixteen, I read
Malcolm Gladwell’s, Blink, which discusses rapid cognition:
“those instant conclusions . . . [that] are really powerful and really
important and, occasionally, really good.” The first jazz music I
heard was Louis Armstrong on my dad’s beloved record player, and
within the first two seconds I knew it was really good.

I

David Hornbeek also knew “it” when he was given a
relatively unknown artist’s album to listen to. He knew it
enough to call her agent and obtain a quote of 10,000
dollars to book her. When he pitched her album to the
Jazz Lab, he was given a polite no: she was too unknown
and the show was guaranteed to fail. Three weeks later,
that artist won ﬁve Grammy awards for her album Come
Away With Me. Norah Jones was now “known,” and the
cost to book her had sky-rocketed to $50,000.
In 2001, David Hornbeek was the contractor hired to
build the Jazz Lab for the University of Central Oklahoma
(UCO). “I have always loved music and I realized that
[country artist] Jerry Jeff Walker had sobered up and was
writing some incredible ballads and people weren’t
listening to him anymore. And I was thinking how cool it
would be to bring him to this venue,” he says. However,
the university administration decided to head a different
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way for the Jazz Lab’s grand opening, which ultimately
featured Ann Hampton Callaway and occurred four
months later than expected. Because the school had to
procure deposits before signing performers to contract,
the process was extremely laborious. “And I saw this and
I realized that this was hard for them,” says Hornbeek.
He approached university president Roger Webb and
proposed, “What if the next time I get together some
friends of mine and we’ll guarantee it and put together
the show?’” Webb agreed and that is exactly what
Hornbeek did.
Along with Ray Hibbard of Edmond Life & Leisure
newspaper, Mark Lisle of Citizens Bank, and (the
“d'Artagnan” of the “trio”) Fred Hall of Fred Hall
Companies, Hornbeek formed Tres Amigos Productions, a
non-proﬁt solely dedicated to bringing great jazz
musicians to the Jazz Lab, for the beneﬁt of both UCO

Photo: Jeff Marks

Diane Schuur

and Edmond. One of Tres Amigos’ ﬁrst concerts was Jerry Jeff Walker.
According to Hornbeek, “He wanted 12,000 bucks. We sold Jerry Jeff
Walker out in ten days.” In the ﬁrst year, Tres Amigos produced four
concerts, including Diane Schuur and Steve Tyrell. “When all four
were over, we lost 4,500 dollars,” Hornbeek says, also adding that
the lost 4,500 ended up coming out of the men’s own pockets. “I
asked them ‘would you do it again?’ and they all said yes.” In 2003,
Tres Amigos earned 5,000 dollars, and in 2004, concerts began to
sell out. “We’ve never had to make a cash call besides the ﬁrst year.
By the end of our ﬁfth or sixth year we sold out every concert. And
you might not have known who they were then—they were either upand-comers or they were old-timers that we all know and love,” says
Hornbeek.
nder his management, Tres Amigos brought in musicians such
as Plas Johnson. Johnson is a renowned jazz saxophonist who
has performed with Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin, Ella Fitzgerald, Duke
Ellington, and Henry Mancini. Johnson is best known for his

U

saxophone solo during Henry Mancini’s theme song from the movie
Pink Panther. Tres Amigos is also responsible for bringing Guy Clark
and Kenny Rankin to Edmond. Clark is a singer/songwriter from
Texas who has not only recorded chart-topping songs himself, but
has also written chart-topping songs for legends such as Johnny
Cash, Brad Paisley, and Jimmy Buffet. Rankin is particularly famous
for his reworks of classic songs, and was personally asked by Beatle
Paul McCartney to perform his rework of Blackbird during his and
John Lennon’s induction to the Songwriters Hall of Fame. Five-time
Grammy Award winner Christopher Cross was one of the ﬁrst
performers to visit UCO.
As one of their ﬁrst performers, Steve Tyrell is particularly close to
Tres Amigos. When he came for the presentation of the Jazz Lab Walk
of Fame award, he told Hornbeek, “This was the ﬁrst real gig I did
after my wife died. I was so worried because I had three children at
home and I thought I’d let God tell me whether or not I should do
this. And you came with four cars, took us to lunch and dinner. And
JUNE/JULY ionOklahoma 25

it’s like God was telling me to keep doing this.
Oklahoma become like my second home. I’ve
created friendships here because of you.”
In Tres Amigos’ nine years of operation, the
organization has hosted forty concerts at the
Jazz Lab. Hornbeek estimates that 12,000
tickets were sold over that period of time with a
price range of anywhere from 12 to 150 dollars
each, the highest ticket price being for Boz
Scaggs. All proﬁts were donated to the school
including the endowment of a 10,000 dollar
scholarship for a jazz student at the Jazz Lab.
Additionally, the friends raised money to
purchase the school a statue, furniture, music
equipment, and send students to a jazz festival
one summer.
Perhaps Tres Amigos’ greatest contribution to
the school, however, is the performers that were

Photos: Jeff Marks

Jerry Jeff Walker
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Steve Tyrell

LeeRucker

brought in to teach and perform with students. Through the
program, UCO students have taken master classes and performed
on stage with big names such as Gil Goldstein, Bob Sheppard, and
Joel Kaye. These opportunities have led to the Jazz Lab being named
the number one jazz school in the country this year by DownBeat
Magazine. According to Hornbeek, he alone has donated about half a
million dollars worth of billable hours to the school. One of his
partners, Ray Hibbard has donated over roughly 100,000 dollars
worth of free advertising.” And I love doing it. It’s good for Edmond
and it’s good for the university,” Hornbeek says.

Brothers Band. I was working on them this fall. We were working on
a deal with Monica Mancini. We were working with the lead singer
Lovin’ Spoonful and I had him,” adding “It would be fun to have
anyone from Motown here, baby.”
Jazz will forever be the music that made the 20’s roar and the 30’s
swing. In 1968, it gave us “a wonderful world” and in 1958, it gave
Peggy Lee “fever.” Jazz put cities like Kansas City and New Orleans
on the map. Through their work at the Jazz Lab, the cool cats behind
Tres Amigos Productions brought jazz to Oklahoma and gave us a
n
chance to catch the fever.

Recently, the UCO Jazz Lab and Tres Amigos have parted ways.
Hornbeek says that before this split, “We had the original Blues
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FASHION
Sunglasses
are
LINDA MILLER
Photos: SHELLEY LOWE

It

’s important to
protect your baby
blues from
harmful UV rays.

That’s the best reason to wear
sunglasses.
Function doesn’t translate to
boring, though, especially when it
comes to sunnies.
This season's crop is fun and
colorful with exaggerated styles, a
nod to retro and updated classics.
Don't be surprised if you can't decide
on just one pair.
Bright white is heralded as the
new black. Purple and royal blue,
both lenses and frames, make a bold
statement. Translucent frames and
hints of color update classic

Kate Spade white round sunglasses
with polarized lens, Gianni Bini yellow
ruffled top and Kate Spade earrings,
available at Dillard’s, Penn Square.

aviators. Cat eyes are daring and sexy. Oversized, a trend that started
in Hollywood several years ago, is still big. FYI: Oversized sunglasses
provide more protection for your eyes. So do wrap-around styles. Keep
that in mind when you're shopping.
Other strong looks include colored frames, rounded and square
shapes, museum-worthy styles that do double-duty as sunglasses and
wearable art, and "funny sunnies," a term used by Harper's Bazaar to
describe sunglasses with edgy shapes, extreme designs and in-yourface colors.
One of the most striking styles is the cat eye, often dressed up with a
more substantial frame that maintains a vintage feel but with modern
ﬂair. Celebrities Rihanna, Nicole Richie and Scarlett Johansson love the
look, perhaps as much for the style as for the statement it makes. Cat
eyes are ﬂattering to most facial shapes, so go bold if you dare. Not so
brave? Opt for a modiﬁed cat eye that plays up the shape but in a more
subtle way.
Large, square sunglasses are getting plenty of second looks, too.
They're bold with a certain newness that's refreshing and welcome.
And they make a big impression whether in burnt orange, classic
tortoise or basic black.
If it's color you crave, you'll ﬁnd plenty of options from pink and
purple to blue and green. Stripes, animal print and ombre spice up a
few shades as well.
32 ionOklahoma JUNE/JULY

Elizabeth and James
square sunglasses in
burnt orange and Tom
Ford oversized butterfly
sunglasses, available at
On a Whim. Doggles
available at Pet Smart.

Alex Bratton, fashion buyer for On a Whim at
Classen Curve, said there's a deﬁnite feeling of
retro this season, along with classic shapes. What's
different is the abundance of plastic.
"Metal has taken a back seat for spring and
summer," she said. Even aviators take on a fresh
look in plastic.
Bratton recently returned from Los Angeles and

she said everyone was colorful eyewear. "You have
to have a pop of color somewhere on your body or on
your accessories."
Sunglasses aren't just an option for the eyes
either. "I feel like every girl wears them as a hair
accessory," she said.
So many choices. Classic, bold, colorful, retro. All
tempting.

Tom Ford oversized purple
sunglasses and Rory Becca
top, left, and Tom Ford cat
eye sunglasses and Alice +
Olivia top. Earrings are
Kendra Scott. All available
at On a Whim.
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CULTURE

Tom Browning,
Dusty Veil
Medium: Oil

Santa Fe Artist Wins Prix de West Award
by M. J. VAN DEVENTER

T

erri Kelly Moyers, a Santa Fe artist noted for
paintings of beautiful ethnic women attired in elegant
Spanish-style clothes became the second woman in
the history of the Prix de West Invitational to win the
coveted Prix de West Purchase Award. The oil painting, titled
La Luz de Fe –The Light of Faith – sold for $58,000 and
included an additional cash prize of $5,000 and the coveted
Prix de West medallion.
Accepting the honor at the Prix de West’s Saturday, June 9 luncheon, Moyers said, “I can’t tell
you what this means to me. I am overwhelmed.” La Luz captured the major award of the weekend
and now becomes a part of the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum’s 38-piece Prix de
West Collection.
JUNE/JULY ionOklahoma 35

Left: Terri Kelly Moyers. La Luz de Fe, Winner of the Prix de West Purchase
Award. Medium: Oil

At the Saturday night awards banquet, Moyers explained the 45inch square oil painting was one of the most difﬁcult she has painted
in her 22-year career as a Prix de West artist. It depicts a young
Mexican woman, beautifully attired in a dark ﬂowing dress and
wearing a tiara and long earrings, lighting a series of beautiful brass
candelabra. Overlooking her is a weeping Virgin Mary Spanish santo.
The santo resembles a statue of the Virgin Mary that stands in
Moyers’ studio in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Moyers found it at a popular
Santa Fe ﬂea market about ﬁve years ago and the statue has been a
studio ﬁxture – and an inspiration to her ever since.
Painting La Luz was challenging, because she painted it with the
available light in her studio and wanted to create a feeling of
silence and reverence. The lighted candles are the painting’s only
light source. However, Moyers said it also brought her great joy to
depict this sacred scene, which happens so often in the homes of
Mexican families.
Winning the Prix de West Award put Moyers, 58, in a special
category of being only the second woman to win this nationally
recognized art prize.
She joins the late Bettina Steinke, who was the ﬁrst woman to win
the honor in 1978 with a painting of a young Indian girl atop a
horse, headed to a fair. Moyers knew Steinke, one of the early
members of the National Academy of Western Art ~ NAWA ~
36 ionOklahoma JUNE/JULY

Above: Josh Elliott, Floating Gold.

forerunner of the Prix de West. Moyers knew Steinke, also of Santa
Fe, and greatly admired her artistic talent. Moyers also won the
Frederic Remington Painting Award at the 2011 Prix de West.
At the Saturday night banquet, the awards turned into a family
affair for Moyers, 58, and her artist husband John, 53, who has been
a PdW artist for 21 years. He won the Express Ranches Great
American Cowboy Award for a $48,000 oil painting titled A Fish Out
of Water.
Set on a bustling street corner in New York City’s Times’ Square,
the central ﬁgure is a confused cowboy, dressed in a cowboy hat and
boots, trying to ﬁnd his way in the Big Apple with the aid of a tourist
map. A large crowd of impatient people stand behind him as he
pores over the map while waiting for a light to change. It’s a familiar
scene many NYC travelers often encounter.
La Luz is one of 351 works of art in the largest Prix de West
exhibition the Museum has mounted since the show began in 1974
as the National Academy of Western Art. She is one of 114
participating artists in the 39th anniversary exhibition and sale.
Other award recipients included Richard Lofﬂer, 56, a Canadian
artist who received the James Earle Fraser Sculpture Award for a
$42,000 42-inch high spirited bronze bull titled Top Knots and Tails.
Lofﬂer, who loves rodeo, is a 20-year PdW artist.
Taos, New Mexico artist Walt Gonske, 70, received the Frederic

Above: Howard Post, Seventeen. Medium: Oil
Right: John Coleman, 1804 - The Newcomers. Medium: Bronze

Remington Award for an oil painting, Waiting for Spring. Set in Gonske’s
beloved northern New Mexico, the snow scene features old homes and out
buildings accented with roots and earth peeking beneath the snow in
Gonske’s traditional impasto style. He has been in Prix de West shows for
36 years.
Ross Matteson, 55, an Olympia, Washington sculptor and 20-year PdW
participant, won the Major General and Mrs. Don Pittman Wildlife Art
Award. His $25,000 black Belgian marble sculpture features a bufﬂehead
duck moving gracefully along the calm surface of the water, creating a
gentle, rippling wake.
George Carlson, 71, a Harrison, Idaho sculptor turned painter, won the
Robert Lougheed Memorial Award, which honors the artist with the best
display of three or more works in the show. The award is chosen by the
participating artists and named for the NAWA founder. The honor
represented a multiple win for Carlson, who won the Prix de West Purchase
Award in 1975 and 2011, the Remington Award in 2010, the Lougheed
Award in 2011 and has twice designed the PdW souvenir bolo.
Doug Hyde, 66, a Prescott, Arizona sculptor, won the Nona Jean Hulsey
Rumsey Buyers’ Choice Award for a mammoth, intricately detailed
sculpture titled People of the Red Tail Hawk, priced at $55,000. The

Right: Harley Brown, Dancing at Arlee. Medium: Pastel
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Left: John Moyers, A Fish Out of Water, Winner of the Express Ranches Great
American Cowboy Award. Medium: Oil

sculpture shows the hawk hovered over all the Native families it protects.
All of the winners, aside from the Prix de West recipient, receive a
$3,000 cash award, in addition to the purchase price of their art.
Prior to the actual awards presentation, a live auction brought in
$71,500. Total sales for the opening night were $3 million, compared to
2011 sales of $3,318,993. The show runs through August 5 and sales
continue through the summer.
The highest priced work in the show was Curt Walters’ oil painting of
the Grand Canyon, Star of the Storm, selling for $131,000. The lowest
priced artwork ~ an engaging small sculpture by Gerald Balciar titled
Cotton Tails, sold for $850.00, with numerous castings available.
Among the 114 artists are six who are newcomers to the annual
western art show: Carolyn Anderson, Scott Burdick, Brent Cotton,
Thomas Aqiunas Daly, Jeremy Lipking and William Shepherd. Burdick is
no newcomer to the Prix de West Society members. He hosted them for
an event at the Palette and Chisel Club when the Society toured Chicago
art venues several years ago.
The 2012 signature bolo ~ the “ticket” for admission to the weekend
events ~ was designed by sculptor Tim Cherry,47, of Branson, Missouri.
Winner of the 2001 James Earle Fraser Sculpture Award, Cherry chose a
highly-polished bronze bison head for the commemorative piece.

Landscape Artists Share Joys, Pitfalls of Painting Profession
The painting lives of three Prix de West landscape artists were
under the microscope at a seminar during the Prix de West weekend
at the National Cowboy Museum. G. Russel Case of Utah, Francois
Koch of Arizona and Wayne Wolfe of Colorado commented on their
life in the landscape genre in a discussion guided by EdnaMae
Holden, wife of Oklahoma artist Harold Holden.
Why do they live where they do?
For Case, 46, the answer was easy. His family is from Utah and
settling in Brigham City worked well for his interest in landscape
painting and his wife’s professional career. Koch, 68, an émigré from
South Africa, found the Tucson landscape and artistic climate
inviting and invigorating. He lives now near the White Mountains.
Wolfe, 68, found his advertising career in Kansas City, Missouri
stiﬂing and took the advice of fellow PdW artist Ralph Oberg to move
to Montrose. “There’s nothing there but ﬂat ground and nice people,”
Wolfe quipped. But, he’s close to some of his favorite places to paint
~ the Rocky Mountain National Park, Crested Butte and the San
Juan Mountains.
What speaks to them about landscapes?
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“I’m doing something that is natural and truthful,” Wolfe said.
“Early on, I got some ﬁgurative help from Tom Lovell ~one of the
early members of the National Academy of Western Art. He told me to
go paint landscapes, then try to put people in them. I came West
because of the land, not to draw cowboys and animals. Landscape is
not just a set, scenery or a backdrop. It’s what I’m attracted to.”
Koch said, “Landscape and the love of nature always appealed to
me. In South Africa, I started painting game parks and the beautiful
landscapes. It’s my ﬁrst love.”
Case’s father painted landscapes until he began teaching
drawing and graphic design at a Bureau of Indian Affairs school in
Utah and New Mexico. His studio was there for me and I saw the
back doors to places he painted. I was introduced to Maynard Dixon,
a landscape artist and with my Dad’s great inﬂuence, it was
inevitable I would become a landscape painter.”
Was there a seminal painting or another artist that inspired them?
Case, originally a watercolor artist, looked at Andrew Wyeth’s and
Edward Hopper’s art and read Robert Henri’s book, The Art Spirit. But
when he watched several oil painters “move the paint around,” he

Right: Dan Ostermiller, Sioux. Medium: Bronze

The exhibition provides a visual feast for the eyes for Museum
visitors. While all of the paintings or sculptures represent some facet
of the West, the subject matter presents a pleasing diversity of
artistic themes and ideas.
From landscapes that show every aspect of the West’s geography to
cowboy scenes that include historical and contemporary perspectives,
the show offers an incredible range of viewpoints on the great
American West.
Included in the 2012 weekend schedule were seminars that
focused on topics about Hawaiian cowboys, the art of illustration and
landscape painting. Among artists stepping up to the podium to talk
about their work were Blair Buswell, Edward J. Fraughton, Kent
Ullberg, Robert “Shooﬂy” Shufelt, G. Russell Case, Francois Koch,
Wayne Wolfe and George Carlson. Presenting Saturday afternoon art
demonstrations were Sherrie McGraw and Sandy Scott.
What was particularly evident in the artists’ comments was the
relationships they had established with other artists through the
years. Some became mentors, others friends, many professional
colleagues whose advice and critiques they have come to trust and
value. It’s easy to understand why the artists consider this annual
event at the National Cowboy Museum, a true “family reunion.” n

found that a liberating experience from the unforgiving nature of
watercolor. Then Matt Smith invited him to an oil workshop, James
Reynolds offered to critique his work and Len Chmiel watched him
do a ﬁeld study and Case said, “I realized I didn’t know what I was
doing so I began serious study about oil painting.”
Which do they prefer, painting in the studio or plein air?
In spite of dust, dirt, bugs, wind, rain, hail, snow and people who
sometimes think they shouldn’t be painting where they are, this trio
all preferred plein air painting at the outset of a painting, often
ﬁnishing it in the studio.
“Being outside lets you see the truth in nature,” Wolfe said. “John
Rushkin wrote, ‘an artist should see and feel.’ All paintings begin
with a concept, but the ﬁeld experience is vital to a painting.
Lougheed insisted I learn the language of nature by painting
landscapes plein air.”
Koch often does black and white sketches before heading outside
to paint. “Plein air is all the more important because outside you’re
working against time. I often paint a landscape based on a
photograph, but I’m not painting a photograph. I put my own stamp

on it,” he said.
For Case, plein air is the starting point. “Nature will give me
everything I need. I want the honesty and truth of outside. Bill Anton
gave me good advice early on when he sad, ‘Just go outside and
paint.’”
What has the National Cowboy Museum meant to them as an artist?
Wolfe said, “It means everything to me. In my studio, I have
distractions. Here I can look at the work of other artists and learn
from them. Their wonderful work challenges my thinking and keeps
my work fresh.”
For Case, the museum provides the opportunity for interaction and
communication with other artists of high caliber. “I need to know
what they are doing in their art and why. Of course, that check seals
the deal when buyers purchase my art.”
Koch said, “This museum is the pinnacle for western artists. The
work here is inspiring and challenging. I’ve always believed in the
process of stealing with your eyes.”
— M. J. VAN DEVENTER
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ART

The woman, the sculptor,
and the legend
by JOY REED BELT

G

lenna Goodacre, often called America’s
sculptor, is a great deal like the clay and
bronze in which she works. She is an alloy
that is strong, durable, but she also retains
some of the properties of the clay in that she and her
work have been shaped and molded by life
experiences.
Her career is legendary. Since creating her ﬁrst sculpture, a 7 inch
“Ballerina” in 1969, Glenna has created more than 500 bronzes in every
scale from miniature to monumental. Perhaps her most well-known work is
the “Vietnam Women’s Memorial” installed in Washington, D.C. in 1993.
Goodacre was selected to create the monumental “Irish Memorial” in
Philadelphia. Completed and installed at Penn’s landing in 2001, the
massive bronze is her most ambitious public sculpture with 35 life size
ﬁgures. In 1988, her 8-foot standing portrait of Ronald Reagan was
unveiled at the Reagan Library in California and another sculpture is in
the permanent collection at the National Cowboy & Western Heritage
Museum in Oklahoma City. Glenna currently has three of her sculptures in
the 2012 Prix de West exhibit.
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After a nationwide competition for a Sacagawea dollar coin design in 1999,
Goodacre’s rendering was unveiled at the White House by Hillary Clinton. Continuously
minted since 2000 to the present, the dollar is being re-released with a new reverse
featuring Native American themes. Glenna’s tribute to Sacagawea and her small son,
Jean Baptiste, a casting of a 6 foot 11 inch high monument has been acquired for
donation to the City of Edmond, Oklahoma, and will be installed in 2012.
Glenna cites as inspiration the works of Michelangelo, Houdon and Rodin. She says “I
have always preferred a realistic, academic, and classical approach to sculpture, and I
have been totally absorbed with the ﬁgure and the head.”
An academician of the National Academy of Design and a fellow of the National
Sculpture Society, Goodacre has won many awards including honorary doctorates from
both Colorado College and Texas Tech University. In 2002, her work won the James Earl
Fraser Sculpture Award at the Prix de West Exhibition. In 2005 a street in her home town
of Lubbock, Texas was named Glenna Goodacre Blvd.
Extremely active and productive, Glenna likes to wake up early and work hard. A heart
attack in 2004 scarcely slowed her pace, but in 2007 she spent seven months in
hospitals and rehabilitation after surgery to correct a subdural hematoma. She fought
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back, continuing to create and sculpt whenever possible. In 2010 she
was the recipient of the Christopher and Dana Reeve Inspiration
Award from Craig Hospital in Denver.
Several of Glenna’s life size sculptures grace the sculpture gardens
at JRB Art at The Elms, 2810 North Walker in the historic Paseo Arts
District. One of the newest and most visible is the 8 foot 8” sculpture
of Spotted Tail, the Sioux Indian warrior and statesman. Created in
2012, this monumental sculpture is both imposing and
compassionate. Its countenance is proof that one of Glenna’s
greatest gifts is the ability to convey emotion in her sculptures.
There are several other Goodacre sculptures that have been
created since 2011 inside the gallery, including a group of running
and jumping children titled, “Jumping for Joy.” A small art deco
sculpture of a female ﬁgure has been enlarged and cast as part of
the base a three ﬁgured functional glass topped table.
Another new sculpture is a three foot high ballerina. Reminiscent
of the small ballerina she fashioned out of wax using a nail and a
bobby pin so many years ago. A bronze “Bather” graces the Main
Room of the gallery. Another cast of the “Bather” will be installed on
the campus of the University of Oklahoma later this year.
Having been born in Lubbock and attending Colorado College,
Glenna has lifelong friends who are Oklahomans including
roommates and sorority sisters from Oklahoma City. Glenna has lived
and worked in Santa Fe since 1983. She is married to attorney C.L.
Mike Schmidt. Glenna has two children Jill Connick and Tim Goodacre
n
whom she calls her greatest creations.

PEOPLE

Above, Brian Winslow standing next to the R44 at the hanger of Interstate Helicopters.
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BY HOLLIE NIBLETT
PHOTOS: AMY TACKETT ROBERSON
aerial photos courtesy of Interstate Helicopters

“It’s

all about the journey, not the destination,”
explains helicopter pilot Brian Winslow as
he describes the essence of what it means
to ﬂy a helicopter. It’s obvious ﬂying
helicopters at Interstate Helicopters is more than just a job
for Winslow and the pilots with whom he works; it’s a way of
being in the world, a philosophy; one that demands absolute
attention to all ﬁve senses (with a good hold on number six)
while simultaneously slicing through thin air.
Winslow became enamored with helicopters as a very small
child living just behind the governor’s mansion in Oklahoma City.
He recalls the sounds of helicopters coming and going around
the governor’s residence at all hours. His family moved to
another part of the city at age four, but by then he had already
been infected: he had helicopteritis, and it had only one cure.
He arrived at Interstate Helicopters at Wiley Post Airport for
his ﬁrst ﬂying lesson at age sixteen. “When I walked in off the
street thirteen years ago, I never would have expected the
adventure awaiting me,” said the Winslow. While learning to ﬂy
he went on to graduate from high school, then college, and
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Above, an view of Lake Hefner at sunset.
Below, Winslow hovering near the hanger.
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ﬁnally earned an MBA in 2007 from
Oklahoma City University.
A seminal time-period for Winslow came during a semester at sea
in college. Sailing from British Columbia to Fort Lauderdale in 100
days served to solidify his love of travel and adventure; his love of
freedom. “It’s freedom,” he said, describing how he feels during
ﬂight. “I can’t think of anything more peaceful and serene than
being up there by yourself. Especially during a sunset.”
If all this talk about adventure and freedom gives you the
impression that these pilots are anything but the epitome of
professional, you’d be mistaken. The pilots at Interstate take safety
very seriously. In fact, in the 13 years Winslow has been ﬂying he
has never had an accident. Not once. This was very comforting for
me as I climbed aboard the Robinson 44-one of eight helicopters
owned by Interstate- to take my ﬁrst ever helicopter ride around the
neighborhood with Winslow at the helm of the machine.
It’s been said that the sound of an R44's engine starting is
something akin to the sound of a 1971 Chavel. As we lifted off the
ground, you get the impression of being lifted by a string and swung
forward, with the tail-end tilted ever so slightly toward the sky. The
closest thing to ﬂying in a bubble you'll ever get, and a really fast

bubble at that: the R44 cruises at a speed of 130 mph.
Inside the helicopter you’ll ﬁnd all the amenities of a car: heat
and air, music…in addition to hundreds of knobs, dials and
gadgets that look a little more high-tech than the dash of a ’71
Chavel. Can we rock out in the sky? Can we crank up the tunes? “No,
the aircraft talks to me through vibrations, so if I’m listening to
music I might miss something.” Glad one of us is an adult here.
Instead, he listens constantly to the hum of the engine and feels the
vibrations of the helicopter for any change in condition,
environmental or mechanical. Unlike an airplane, there is no
autopilot on a helicopter. It demands constant attention to ﬂy safely.
It was a smooth ﬂight and the soft, easy landing was bittersweet.
It’s easy to see why ﬂying is addictive.
What is his favorite part about ﬂying a helicopter? “The wedding
proposals,” he said without a moment’s hesitation and with a boyish
smile. Winslow ﬂies about three wedding proposals a year. He’s seen
more than one variation on The Big Ask: popping the question in the
sky or having friends on the ground hold a large sign that reads
“Will you marry me?” to be read from above. Winslow remains in
Jim Johnson founded Interstate Helicopters in 1978.

contact with many of the couples who became engaged on his watch.
A helicopter ride also makes for a really unique gift. The pilots and helicopters at Interstate are available for a
myriad of recreational uses. Their Christmas Light Rides are very popular and more affordable than one might
think: $85 for a 20 minute ride and $135 for a 40 minute tour.
t’s not always fun and games for the pilots at Interstate though. For the two days prior, Winslow had been
ﬂying for OG&E; patrolling power lines after a hailstorm. The pilots also patrol pipelines for local energy
companies.
Winslow’s teacher and mentor, Jim Johnson, started Interstate in 1978 and was part of the team that
helped pioneer the ﬁrst “storm chasers” with Channel 9. Since he started the company he’s ﬂown for the
likes of Hank Williams Jr., Toby Keith, Willy Nelson and James Cameron. His more unique and memorable
jobs include replacing the cross on top of Mercy Hospital in Oklahoma City and air lifting sheep from a
mountain in New Mexico to be relocated by veterinarians.
The pilots at Interstate have often found themselves in the heart of traumatic events, where
interpersonal skills were as important as ﬂying skills. Winslow recalled assisting a local sheriff on a
search and rescue for an elderly man whose grandson ﬂew along during the search. “They didn’t
ﬁnd his grandfather and I had to help him through that.” Another memory he shared was taking a
terminally ill man for a joy ride that turned out to be his last.
For all the bravado and control pilots sometimes appear to display, helicopter pilots in
particular seem to have a philosophy that keeps them grounded; one that reminds them who
is really in charge. Maybe being in such close proximity to the human dramas, both glorious
and tragic, gives them a unique perspective on the world. Oh Lord, protect me, because the
sky is so vast, and my helicopter is so small, goes the helicopter pilot’s prayer. The sky is
n
vast indeed, but seems a little more manageable knowing they’re up there.

I

Above, an aerial view of Oklahoma City
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ENTERTAINMENT

CIVIC CENTER MUSIC
HALL
DIAMOND
JUBILEE
Join the
Civic Center
Music Hall
this September
to celebrate
75 years
of bringing art and
light to the people
of Oklahoma City.

by DON SWIFT

T

he year was 2001 and a landmark year for
Oklahoma City as the GRAND REOPENING of
the Civic Center Music Hall took place in a fourday celebration beginning on September 6th of
that year. For over 60 years this classically elegant building
has been one of the major cultural and entertainment
venues for Oklahoma City. Through the years, the Civic
Center has been the official home to the Oklahoma City
Philharmonic, the Canterbury Choral Society, Ballet
Oklahoma, and many other organizations that schedule
their performing arts events in the auditorium. Celebrity
Attractions and Lyric Theater are just two of the many
organizations that bring Broadway musical touring shows
and entertainment to this grand auditorium.
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Starting in the mid 1990’s many of the community and art
leaders of Oklahoma City understood the importance of
updating the Music Hall facilities and keeping this fabulous
and historical venue a vibrant part of the downtown cultural
district’s ongoing progress. At about this same time the
(MAPS) Metropolitan Area Projects was passed by the citizens
of Oklahoma City and the renovation of the Civic Center Music
Hall was selected as one of nine projects of the new plan. The
renovation resulted in a soaring new atrium and Europeanstyle performance hall for the Civic Center.
At the time of the renovation, Kirk Humphreys was Mayor of
Oklahoma City and James Pickel was President of the
relatively new Civic Center Foundation. Along with other
community leaders, they made the decision to plan a Civic
Center Music Hall Grand Reopening Celebration Gala to take
place in September 2001. They planned for many of the events
and activities to be free to the public, as a “thank you” to the
community for all its support over the years. The funding for
this four day celebration was made possible by contributions
from over forty of Oklahoma City’s most successful companies
and community leaders.
To plan the celebration, Lee Allan Smith with Oklahoma
Events was contacted by Mayor Humphreys. He felt it would be
difficult to find anyone more qualified and experienced to
produce this celebration.
As expected, the four day celebration was an extraordinary

success.
There were over 60 performances held in
the Civic Center Music Hall, beginning on
Thursday,
September 6 and
running through
Sunday, September
9. The variety was
spectacular and unparalleled:
there was something for
everyone. As a testament to this
fact, more than 200,000 people
attended performances, events and
activities during the four day celebration. Some
of the celebrity performances included Wynton
Marsalis, Michael Feinstein, Jimmy Webb, Bill
Cosby, Kristin Chenoweth, Patty Loveless, Bryan
Ballerina gifted by Kim and David Rainbolt
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The 1966 name change from Municipal Auditorium to Civic Center Music Hall.
Right, the Freeda Little Theatre.

White, Jane Monheit, Loston Harris and many more.
This special celebration was also a huge success
because of the hard work and time donated by many
volunteer patrons and interested citizens wanting to
share in this wonderful four-day celebration. Some of
the hard-working Oklahomans who made this event
possible were: OK-Events staff: Julie Huff, Delee Smith,
Jennifer Kiersch; Gary Good, Entertainment Director; Bill
and Billie Thrash, Entertainment Directors; Brenda
Jones, Public Relations; Mary Ellen Alexander, Set
Design; Civic Center Music Hall Staff: Jim Brown,
Manager, Carolan Bledsoe, Karla Bradshaw, Richard
Charnay, Steve Estes, John Farrell, Liz Ussery, and
Brent Winters; Bob Allee, Official Commemorative
Program and LeeAllan Smith, Executive Producer.
Mr Smith said the 2001 Grand Reopening Celebration
Gala was a huge undertaking. It was an exciting time
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Joel Levine Rehearsal Hall.

to see the outpouring of so many people in only
four days at the Civic Center. “Looking back now,
I think this celebration in 2001 was just the
beginning of so many great things that have
happened in downtown Oklahoma City since
that time.”
There were several Oklahomans who made
the 2001 Celebration Gala special by their
very generous contributions. These people are
reflected in the names of the wonderful new
structures: Thelma Gaylord Performing Arts
Theatre; LaDonna and Herman Meinders Hall
of Mirrors; Josie Freede in Memory of Dr.
Henry J. Freede, Freede Little Theatre;
Jeannette and Dick Sias, Joel Levine
Rehearsal Hall and Statue of Joel Levine in
front of the Civic Center; Kim and David
Rainbol, Ballerina Statue in Lobby. All

Meinders Hall of Mirrors
Restored detail elements of the interior
in the Meinders Hall of Mirrors.
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were very valued renovations and enhancements made possible by the
generosity of our community leaders.
The planning of the Civic Center Music Hall Diamond Jubilee Celebration
Gala is currently underway and is scheduled to take place on September 27,
2012. From the very first performance of Rhapsodic Rhythems on October 4,
1937, the auditorium has hosted over 16,000 performances and 40 million
patrons. And now, after 75 years of bringing art and life to Oklahoma City,
this historic venue will be hosting the Diamond Jubilee Anniversary concert
entitled Oh, What a Night, an event not to be missed. n

experience life in grand style
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PEOPLE
Reba McEntire Receives Annie Oakley Award

by M. J. VAN DEVENTER

F

or as long as Reba McEntire can
remember, legendary Annie Oakley has
been her idol and role model. That faithful
admiration paid off for the popular country
music singer Thursday, June7 when she was
inducted into the Annie Oakley Society at the
National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum.
Governor Mary Fallin presented the award to Reba, a 57-year-old
Oklahoma native, and called her a true “Woman of the West,”
praising her for breaking through so many barriers many women
often face.
Former Oklahoma First Lady, Cathy Keating, one of the founders
of the two-year old society, said, “Like Annie Oakley who was a
sharpshooter, trailblazer and pioneer, Reba is a trailblazer who has
broken glass ceilings in everything she has undertaken by soaring
to the top as a musical artist, actress, author, businesswoman,
entertainer, wife, mother and champion of charitable causes. All the
while, she has shown great compassion for other women.”
What many people might not have known, until Keating mentioned
it, was Reba’s passion for working behind the scenes to help others.
“She works quietly and is a big-hearted philanthropist,” Keating
said, mentioning Reba’s charitable gift this year to the Annie Oakley
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Left: Reba McEntire with Governor Fallin, Cathy Keating
and Lynn Friess.

Society. “She often gives back to those who choose to honor her.”
Accepting the small bronze statue – a great likeness of Annie
Oakley – Reba said, “Annie Oakley was an early inﬂuence on my life.
I watched the Annie Oakley show whenever our black and white TV
set worked. She inﬂuenced me so much, I sneaked downtown to the
old Western store and bought my ﬁrst pair of cowboy boots with
money I had earned barrel racing in rodeos.” Those boots
represented several generations of hand-me-me downs and the
soles were held together with ﬂimsy tape, she recalled.
“I will treasure this statue always,” Reba said. “Any time I can be
associated with what Annie Oakley stands for ~ especially children
and families ~ I’m honored.”
In the movie, Buffalo Girls, Reba played Annie Oakley and learned
to skeet shoot. Watching the Broadway play, Annie Get Your Gun,
Reba turned to her husband, Narvel Blackstock, midway through the
performance and said, “I’ve got to be on that stage.” She added
Broadway to her list of credits.
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Reba’s history with the National Cowboy Museum goes back a long
way. In 1993, she was inducted into the Hall of Great Western
Performers with Red Steagall presenting her the bronze medallion.
She often pays tribute to Red, who encouraged her early career. At
the Thursday luncheon, she praised Red’s inﬂuence on her career,
noting. “I have no idea where I would be without Red Stegall.” The
Ft. Worth, Texas western singer was present with his wife, Gayle.
Her ties to the Museum extend to her family. Reba’s father, Clark,
and grandfather, John, were both inducted into the Museum’s Rodeo
Hall of Fame in the 1980s. Thursday, her husband, mother, a niece
and sisters, Alice and Susie McEntire Eaton, were guests at the
Society’s luncheon. Susie, whose voice has the same husky,
southeastern Oklahoma twang as Reba’s, sang the National Anthem
for the Society’s opening ceremonies.
Ironically, it was the National Anthem that opened the doors to
Reba’s stellar career when she sang it at the 1974 National Finals
Rodeo. Steagall and the late Clem McSpadden both heard her sing.

ANNIE OAKLEY SOCIETY
he Annie Oakley Society was founded in 2010 by Cathy
Keating and Lynn Friess, who were inspired by the life of
the 19th-century female pioneer.
Oakley was born in 1860 and learned how to combine talent,
skill, beauty, femininity and humility as an entrepreneur,
businesswoman, athlete, wife and as a genteel lady with steely
determination. As a superb entertainer, she also brought verve
and luster to the arena of life.
The Society was formed to honor and raise awareness of
outstanding women in all walks of life who exemplify the
character, perseverance and moral ﬁber in the tradition of Annie
Oakley. Recipient of the Society’s ﬁrst Annie Oakley Award was
retired United States Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day
O’Connor.
Since its inception, the Society has raised more than $2
million to beneﬁt the National Cowboy Museum’s children’s
programs. While some of the Society’s goals are “in the dream
stage,” according to Keating, one plan is to build a Native
American-style children’s playground at the Museum.
Also on the drawing board are plans to dismantle the current
Children’s Museum and create a new structure that will provide
a transformative, immersive learning experience for children by
providing more visual and interactive learning tools.
The cornerstone of the Society’s plan is to build a new
experience that will move beyond traditional static displays and
reach a broader audience, especially in the mammoth 11-34year-old population. For more information, or to join the Society
contact the Museum at (405) 478-2250, Ext. 218.

T

Above:The Annie Oakley Society Luncheon at the National
Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum.

Steagall became a mentor and friend to her. Today, the
Queen of Country’s voice is described in her Google
biography as “technically staggering.”
Highlights from Reba’s 40-year career were visually
showcased during the NCM occasion, touting her many
achievements, including selling more than 56 million
albums worldwide and winning 13 American Country Music
and two Grammy Awards.
What’s next on the horizon for this iconic star who started
her career as a gypsy traveling the professional rodeo
circuit with her family?
Soon, she will add a new television show to her roster of
achievements. “I play a disenchanted country singer who
moves to Malibu. Lily Tomlin plays my mother. It’s going to
be so much fun. Lily is witty, adlibs a lot and we never know
what she’s going to say next.” Tune in for this new Reba
adventure, which debuts November 2 on ABC. n
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This Hawk's Hotdog stand is a staple at the H & 8th Night Market.
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COMMUNITY

H & 8tH
Adds a Little Spice to OKC Nightlife
NigHt MArket

H

udson Avenue comes alive as the sun
stretches long across the western sky
and the lights of food trucks and local
businesses pop on for the monthly
H&8th Night Market.
Hundreds of people mosey over, on foot, on bike or by car, for what Laura Massenat
likens to a neighborhood picnic.
“I thought it would be like a party, but it’s more like having a bunch of friends
over,” said Massenat, co-owner of Elemental Coffee, the anchor of the event.
“Everyone feels comfortable and welcome.”
The street festival spans Hudson from Seventh to Eighth Street and lasts from 7
p.m. to midnight on the last Friday of every month.
A variety of gourmet food trucks line the street and musicians stake out a spot in
front of Elemental. People eat picnics on the grassy lawn across the street or carry
their food with them as they socialize.
Massenat would love to see the event grow to include a variety of people
collaborating and contributing: a tattoo artist demonstrating skills and music
students performing, perhaps.
“We want there to be something different to see or do each time you come down,”
she said.
JD Merryweather, co-chief executive ofﬁcer and director of marketing and sales of
COOP Ale Works, cooked up the idea for the night market last year after traveling to
Washington, D.C., and counting 27 food trucks in a row. He’s seen food trucks
congregate in Portland, Austin, and Bali, Indonesia. H&8th began in August.
Merryweather loves that H&8th is food-centric and thinks it’s fun that each month,
market-goers can ﬁnd a different variety of food options.
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“We’re trying to create cool opportunities for people in this
town,” he said. “There’s obviously a demand for it.”
The night market puts the block—including the restaurant
Ludivine, Cadence Yoga, and Elemental Coffee—on the map and
gets people out of their houses at night, he said.
“Your chances of seeing friends are really good, and your
chances of seeing people who are like-minded are really
good,” he said.
Massenat thinks H&8th will cause the city to improve its
codes for this type of event.
“It’s a good thing,” she said. “It pushes the city forward
in all ways.”
Merryweather would like the night market to cover both

lanes of Hudson or move into the nearby parking lot for improved
safety.
“I think the city needs to step up and foster this a little more,”
he said, and make it “a little more hassle-free where the licensing
isn’t as much of a burden.”
He sees the event as helping food trucks make a name for
themselves and develop thriving mobile businesses or expand to
brick-and-mortar locations.
Massenat sees H&8th as helping the community develop, as
well. She thinks H&8th can be a venue to promote other good
things happening in Oklahoma City. The night market already
shares tables and chairs with the Plaza District.
H&8th, she said, is “proof that we’re becoming a great city.” n

Laura Massenat, co-owner of Elemental Coffee and one of the organizers of H & 8th, is selling COOP Ale Works beer during the June market.

Cante’ Was’te Win (Good Hearted Woman) Zephier, is Navajo and Dakota Sioux.
She is 11 years old and currently is a brown first belt in TaeKwonDo. She will be
testing for her black belt, in February 2013. She took first place in sparring and
2nd place in Traditional Forms at the Jim Thorpe Games. This determined young
woman is currently practicing for her debut at the North American Indigenous
Games being held in Saskatchewan, Canada in 2014.

On the right: Jeffrey Damon Teart II, his Kiowa name is A-Maw-Gaw-Tah-Lee, which
means “Talented Sport Boy.” He is Kiowa/Apache/Chickasaw and future Anadarko
Warrior....his Great-Great-Great-Grandfather was Tennyson Berry .
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SPORTS

THE
LEGACY
of Jim Thorpe
W

hat started out as a conversation between area friends and
colleagues, turned into an historical moment for our state’s rich
history. In June of this year, Oklahomans were fortunate to
witness something spectacular: the ﬁrst-ever Jim Thorpe Native
American Games. The Games were in celebration of the 100th year
anniversary of Jim Thorpe’s gold-medal wins at the 1912 Olympics in
Stockholm, Sweden. It was here where King Gustav V ofﬁcially named Thorpe
“The World’s Greatest Athlete,” and event that forever changed how we think
of ourselves as Oklahomans.

Born near Prague, Oklahoma, James Francis
Thorpe was a direct descendent of the noted
warrior and athlete, Sauk and Fox Chief, Black
Hawk. Thorpe’s captivating Olympic achievement
included winning the pentathlon and decathlon. By
today’s standards, that’s equivalent to winning 15
medals at one Olympic’s Game, a feat as yet
unmatched.

Erika Salinas

The Jim Thorpe Native American Games were
introduced during the annual Red Earth Festival
parade with athletes parading down the streets of
downtown Oklahoma City. From here, the event
kicked off with an opening ceremony held at
Remington Park, which included a proclamation
from Mayor Mick Cornett, naming the week of June
10-17 “Jim Thorpe Week” and a traditional Native
American ceremonial blessing for all participants.
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Over 2,000 Native American athletes representing
over 50 tribes from across the country ascended upon
the metro area to enjoy the week’s worth of sporting
activities and events. The youngest athlete
participating in the games was a mere 3 years old;
the oldest was a young 78 Spectators traveled to 11
different venues across Oklahoma City to watch
athletes participate in softball, golf, wrestling,
basketball, stickball, martial arts, tennis, volleyball,
track & ﬁeld and football.
The Games provided something more signiﬁcant
than just a showcase of competitive spirit; they
provided the opportunity for Native Americans to
display their sense of pride and empowerment in a
movement never before seen in Oklahoma. Bill
Thorpe, the 83-year-old son of Jim Thorpe, said it
best during the opening ceremony when he said “that
among the athletes participating in these events,
could be the next World’s Greatest Athlete.”
Corporate sponsors, both locally and nationally,
committed ﬁnancial investments, staff and resources
on behalf of the Games. Nike launched a new brand
of shoe, called the N7, a Native American line of
athletic sportswear currently housed at the Outlet
Shoppes at Oklahoma City. It has consequently
become one of Nike’s best-selling brands.
Oklahoma’s own Sam Bradford, OU Heisman Trophy
winner and NFL quarterback for the St. Louis Rams,
made his way back home to lead the coin-toss for the
All-Star Football Game at his alma mater, Putnam
City High School.
Proceeds from the games support the Jim Thorpe
Bright Path Youth Programs and Awakening the Spirit
Native American Diabetes Research. Both initiatives
were created to ensure that Natitve American culture
continues to be fostered for years to come – perhaps
n
Jim Thorpe’s most profound legacy.

COMMUNITY

THUNDER BOOM
by LAUREN WRIGHT and HOLLIE NIBLETT
Photos by LAUREN WRIGHT

I

t’s not just anyone or anything that
could get almost 4 million Oklahomans
to agree, but when it comes to the
Oklahoma City Thunder, most Okies
get a warm, fuzzy feeling inside that makes
them want to hold hands and give group
hugs. Most of the year our state is divided
between OSU and OU fans, but the NBA has
changed the local sports equation and has
brought people together who wouldn’t
normally cheer on the same side of the
bleachers. It’s a team that has not only
united Oklahomans, it has brought a windfall
to our state we could not have imagined when
the Thunder first arrived on the scene.

Oklahomans are working harder since the Thunder arrived,
but seeing the rewards of their hard work pay off in spades.
The ﬁnals and playoffs showcased in Oklahoma City resulted
in something most would consider a really good thing:
additional revenue. On game days our city is host to guests
from across the country and around the globe. Destination
Marketing Association International estimates every in-town
guest spends roughly $65 on game days and out-of-town
guests from over 60 miles away spend in the neighborhood of
$216. Our state is widely impacted by this young team: from
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intensiﬁed sales from the playoffs and ﬁnals. Erin Richards, owner
of the store and designer of all the apparel, says she would compare
trafﬁc during the Finals to that of the busiest retail season:
Christmas. What is Richards’ favorite thing about the Thunder?
“It’s so exciting! No matter [if you are for] OU or OSU, everyone loves
the Thunder,” she said. “It really unites this city!”
The Oklahoma City Convention and Visitors Bureau kept track of
the inﬂux of recent visitors during the playoffs and ﬁnals. It’s hard
for the CVB to accurately account for the exact number of visitors
and guests to OKC in recent weeks, but here is what they do know:
approximately 1,000 people from the NBA (executives and ofﬁcials),
Miami Heat team and ofﬁcials, ESPN, TNT, and various other people
with press were in Oklahoma City
during the Thunder Home Games. It
is estimated that the Thunder brings
in millions of dollars every game. Of
course the revenue is great, but
regular exposure to the world is a
new and exciting phenomenon for
Oklahoma City. The Visitors Bureau
reports that the NBA Finals were
televised in approximately 200
countries and territories in 46
languages. Elise Milbourn of the
CVB says, “It’s great exposure for
Oklahoma City on an international
level.”
Downtown Oklahoma City and
photo: Courtesy of the Bricktown Association

clothing stores, to local restaurants, hotels, and security; business
is booming here in Oklahoma City, in a blue and orange kind of way.
Finding the latest and most unique Thunder gear in OKC is for the
trendy at heart, and the desire for the newest fashion statement
seems insatiable. Blue Seven is the hot spot for local Thunder shirts;
selling hundreds each week to fashionably hungry fans. To keep up
with the high volume of daily trafﬁc, they had to hire more
employees, make their own shirts and locate companies and brands
that can keep up with the high demand. This is a challenge they
relish, to be sure. Blue Seven has been grateful to gain a new set of
customers that otherwise would never have shopped there. “I credit
the Thunder for giving a number of people excitement about their
state,” said the owner of Blue Seven.
As the ofﬁcial bank of the Thunder,
Midﬁrst Bank is also selling Thunder
gear. They have set up their own
shops at all the MidFirst locations to
make buying an ofﬁcial Thunder shirt
an easy slam dunk for local fans.
David Collins of MidFirst states,
“Fans may purchase ofﬁcial Thunder
Shop 2012 NBA ﬁnals shirts at any
Oklahoma MidFirst Bank banking
centers (excluding Wal-Mart
locations) while supplies last.”
Royce Clothing, a local Nichols
Hills clothing store, sells unique
thunder gear and has also seen

Bricktown are the immediate neighbors of the Chesapeake Arena
and have seen the greatest impact. The hotels stayed mostly booked
during the Playoffs and Finals. John Williams of the Colcord Hotel
states, “It’s a very positive thing for OKC…one good thing
happening after another.”
Tapwerks Ale House & Café of Bricktown has seen a sales growth
of 40 percent over the last few years. The restaurant is always
packed during game days: standing room only is the new norm for
bars and restaurants in the area during basketball season.
Jeannette Smith, Executive Director of the Bricktown Association,
explained how busy Bricktown is and how there is just a great energy
in the area on game days. The retailers in the area have seen a
huge increase in trafﬁc and that has turned into an increase in
proﬁts as people open up their wallets to all the cool, local shops
and restaurants on the canal. Smith explained that on game days
there is a noticeable increase in foot trafﬁc in Bricktown beginning
at noon. More than one celebrity has been spotted in Bricktown and
on the Oklahoma River; a rare occurrence before the Thunder rolled
into town.
Tom Anderson, Executive Manager of Special Projects of the City
Manager, shared how much work is being put in behind the scenes
and around the clock to host the Playoffs and Finals in Oklahoma
City. The City Manager works with people like the Oklahoma City
Police Department, the Oklahoma Department of Transportation, the
FBI, Secret Service, and cleaning ofﬁcials, just to name a few.
During the Finals they plan where ofﬁcials will be in the Chesapeake
Arena, outside, on rooftops, hotels, restaurants, etc. Anderson also
explained how they control downtown parking and how they

relocated 500 parking spaces under the old I-40 crosstown bridge.
“We’ve put a lot of time into it, and we are extremely pleased it has
gone very well so far,” said Anderson.
The police and security ofﬁcials often get overlooked during the
drama and hype of a big game; sometimes working around the clock
to keep others safe. Captain Dexter Nelson, Chief Public Information
Ofﬁcer, stayed very busy during this exciting time. “NBA Playoff
security is a major undertaking. It is similar to hosting the Super
Bowl or the Olympic games and involves multiple police, corporate,
and governmental agencies.”
The OCPD reorganized ofﬁcer’s duties by concentrating ofﬁcers in
the Downtown and Bricktown area. He said there are always ofﬁcers
in plain clothes, in uniform, on elevated platforms, on rooftops, and
in aircrafts during the big games. Being in the Finals also
necessitated the arrival of Federal Security Agents, not to mention
the security force for the NBA itself –who knew, right? Security
professionals understand better than most the key safety plays in
creating an environment where people can relax and enjoy
themselves.
We can all agree that the Thunder has brought good times and
extra money to our fair state, but even more, the Thunder has made
Oklahomans into a family. Can you put a price tag on that? We are
fortunate - nay, we were ready - to have such a dynamic and uniting
team in our midst. No doubt, Oklahomans will continue to support
them, win or lose, because that’s what family does. ThunderUP! n
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Top left: Raje harvesting organically grown greens from the garden.
Bottom left: CLoser to Earth youth, Chris Brown holding fresh produce from the garden.
Right: Closer to Earth youth, Khadejah and Chris, unloading produce from the Healthfood Center in OKC. They use this to make compost for their garden.
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A ntoi net te
by CHRISTINE PATTON

S

ome teens find the Closer to Earth youth
community gardens through school, some
through court-ordered community service.
Some are volunteers, but many have been
in some trouble with the law, earning them the
term “at-risk youth.” At risk for what? “Hanging
out with gangs, on the street, with nothing to do,”
says Chris, one of the current interns.

Chris and Antoinette are both interns with Closer to Earth, a nonproﬁt group of youth who wear many hats: community gardeners,
composters, native-plant landscapers, growers of fresh veggies for food
pantries to feed the hungry. Interns and youth doing court-ordered
community service learn how to garden without chemicals, how to
compost, make healthier choices, and advocate for the
environment. “Keep your plants off drugs” is their motto, and they
wear this philosophy on their sleeve, literally: these words are printed
on the back of the t-shirts the kids designed and sell.
Schools and courts refer hundreds of youth to Closer to Earth for
community service every year because these institutions have found
that the safety, education, and responsibility that youth ﬁnd at this
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Left: Tyrell, sampling local produce and
interviewing a local grower at the OSUOKC Farmer’s Market. Based on what they
learned, the Closer to Earth youth started
and ran their own farmers market for
about two months in the summer of 2011.
Right: Closer to Earth youth taking a tour
of Guilford Gardens, with local organic
grower, Kamala Gamble.

small grassroots non-proﬁt can be an effective antidote to their “atrisk” alternatives.
The group has won several awards, most recently the 2011 Keep
Oklahoma Beautiful Environmental Excellence Award in the Youth
category. It was founded in 2007 in the Central Park Neighborhood
by Allen Parleir, and although Allen may be the facilitator for the
group, according to him, “The kids make all the decisions.” This is
part of a model he calls Growth through Responsibility, and he
credits it, along with the close contact with nature, with the success
of the group.
Chris and Antoinette spoke with me about how being involved with
Closer to Earth has changed their lives and the lives of the juvenile
offenders that they mentor.
The transformations range from subtle to amazing. Antoinette, a

The Closer to Earth youth harvest spring greens from
their organic community garden.
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high school senior, has learned teamwork, speaking skills, and how
to be aware of her choices. She has also learned not to judge the
juvenile offenders for their past troubles. “I want to start a youth
group, when I have the resources. Everyone should have the
opportunity to participate in a group like this...I like being closer to
nature. I like caring.”
For some, the changes are striking. Chris reports, “I used to eat a
lot of junk food, greasy fried chicken, McDonald’s. Nasty stuff. I used
to weigh 298 pounds. Now, I’m down to 225. It’s all that hauling the
wheelbarrows around that does it.”
But he says the changes run deeper. “Before, I was rude. I had a real
bad anger problem. I used to work fast just to get things done. Now,
Allen taught me how to stay calm. I’ve learned to take my time, do it
right. I lead the check-ins and the group meetings where we have

Last fall the youth planted garlic in their organic community garden
on 31st and N. Shartel. As a youth-led project, the kids use
teamwork and communication skills in making decisions about
every aspect of the garden.

discussions about writing grant proposals.
I’ve learned to be a leader.”
What keeps the teens coming back? The
nominal monthly stipend helps, but Chris and
Antoinette

expressed appreciation for working with
nature and helping improve the world. For
Chris, Closer to Earth is like a family, and he
values the opportunity to serve. “I love it. My
favorite part is helping the homeless people feeding them and talking about what we
do. I like to see them smile.”
Antoinette has found that
caring for plants and being
outside has brought her
some peace. “With
the simplicity of
nature, I can enjoy the
little things without
needing some other kind of
escape. I’ve learned how to
be chill.”
Both Chris and Antoinette
agree that Closer to Earth’s

most important activity is working with the
juvenile offenders, helping grow community
and providing a way for them to stay out of
trouble. While these two interns are only
seventeen and eighteen, they have the
opportunity to mentor and teach the youth
who are doing court-ordered community
service every Sunday and Wednesday.
Antoinette says, “At ﬁrst, they’re very quiet,
uncomfortable, shut down. But within a
week, they start to like it. They lighten up,
get an appreciation for what they’re doing
for the world. They get a clarity.”
Chris reports that the work with Closer to
Earth has a real impact on the teens. “It
changes their whole attitude. They start to
take responsibility. Most of them, when they
get through, want to come back and work
some more. It’s a cool thing, to be able to
reach out and touch their lives like that.” n

Closer to Earth is in need of volunteer mentors for the youth, in addition to
in-kind and monetary support. For more information contact Allen Parleir at
405-524-3977 or email info@closertoearth.org. For additional
information about Closer to Earth, you can visit their website
at http://closertoearth.org, or their Facebook page at
http://www.facebook.com/ClosertoEarthOKC.
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Heather’s
by HOLLIE NIBLETT
Photos by AMY TACKETT ROBERSON

B

eing newly married with eight children
would be as good an excuse as any to take
a break from a busy career and rest on her
laurels, but local Master Gardener,
Heather Parrott just keeps doing what she does
best: creating and maintaining beautiful gardens
and outdoor spaces in Oklahoma, while telling the
world how we can do it, too.

Middle: You are greeted by marigolds and spiral junipers in
the sunny front of the house.
Bottom: Heather Parrott standing near the house and
gardens of a traditional estate in Edmond.

DESIGN

Garden
The beds are full of Angelonia and Pentas-both of
which can withstand the full Oklahoma sun.

Parrott describes her newly married life with local
restaurant owner, Ryan Parrott, as being active-quite
possibly the understatement of the year. “Our personal and
our business lives are so intertwined, you can barely tell
them apart,” she said. “One minute I’m dressed in my best
clothes to attend a graduation and the next minute I’m
crawling on the ground of a client’s property to work out a
drainage issue.”
Soft-spoken, reserved and feminine, most would not peg
Heather Parrott as the type that likes to keep her hands in
the dirt. Although she earned a bachelor’s degree in
psychology, she minored in horticulture. “It turns out I like
plants more than people,” she quipped.
In addition to her training through the OSU Extension
Master Gardner program, Parrott has been in business 7
years as the owner of a local, full service landscape design

and maintenance company, Neighborhood Gardener. This
has given her ample opportunity to learn to deal with what
she calls Oklahoma’s “bi-polar weather”, which limits
landscape design options in Oklahoma City.
She explains that Oklahoma County is located in
temperature zone 7a; with the lowest average temperature
at 10 degrees Fahrenheit and the highest at 95 degrees
Fahrenheit. An 85 degree temperature swing in a year is
typically a gardener’s worst nightmare. For Parrott, it’s a
challenge she’s met head-on with some stunningly beautiful
results.
In between ballet lessons and graduations, Parrott carved
out some time to give ionOKlahoma a tour of two estates in
north Edmond for which she provides landscape design and
maintenance; each one with its own feel and challenges.
Each space requiring a balancing act; one between the
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owner’s tastes, environmental factors and
maintenance issues.

T

he ﬁrst home we toured is hidden from the main
thoroughfare, down a winding gravel road into a heavily

wooded area. The one-of-a-kind, modern house hidden
among the tree is the true master of the space, and the
low-key, non-traditional landscaping and gardens
compliment, instead of compete with, the man-made
structures.

Above: The park-like front lawn is surrounded by the woods and watched over
by a lounging woman.
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A park-like feel has been created in the front, with
the green lawn and shade trees lined by the forest. In
the back, quietly beckoning next to the herb garden is
a small lap pool. Modern sculptures are dispensed in
and amongst the perennial grasses and modern-style
seating area.
“Every visual perspective is maintained and
intentionally created,” said Parrot. She has created a
particular feel to the forest, one that requires as
much regular maintenance as the more manicured
parts of the landscape. The bottom branches of the
trees are kept trimmed back and the brush cleared so
the beauty of the larger trees is more prominent.
The property is also maintained organically. Parrott
uses corn gluten meal as fertilize and pre-emergent,
tea compost as weed control and soil amendment,
and a high-concentrate vinegar solution for pest
control. Trimming around the herb garden must be
done by hand. “I didn’t see the effects of the
[organic] pre-emergent until the third year, because it
needed time to wean off of the synthetic-a
detoxiﬁcation,” she said.
The home-owner is a gourmet cook and wanted an

The organic herb garden off the kitchen is adjacent
to the pool and modern-style seating area.

organic herb garden near the kitchen. When Parrot ﬁrst began
working on the property seven years ago, the herb garden was
proving to be a challenge; nothing would grow in the location they
had chosen for the garden.
After a walk around the property Parrott discovered the source of
the problem: black walnut trees. These trees naturally secrete a
chemical called juglone, which stunts the growth of other plants.
Her solution was to replace the ﬁrst three feet of soil in the herb bed
in addition to ﬁnding plants suitable to the area. Perennial herbs
are especially immune to environmental problems and mostly
resistant to juglone.
The herb garden is now lush and healthy. There one can ﬁnd more
than an armful of aromatic perennials: sage, rosemary, thyme,
peppermint, chives, strawberries, pineapple sage, and edible
daylilies (all are edible, but some have better ﬂavor than others).
Annual favorites, basil and fennel, are also thriving. “You need to
look at the whole environment, and come up with a plan for plants
that are most adaptable to the area,” said Parrott.
he second estate, also in north Edmond, had a more traditional feel.
The front of the property greeted us with marigolds and ribbon grass,
both of which love the full sun. Parrott used the globe-like African
marigolds this year instead of their French counterpart: the French
marigolds proved to be a tad too delicate for the over-bearing heat last
summer. An old-fashioned annual, marigolds actually deter pests in the
garden and provide continuous, vibrant color in the throes of summer.

T

P arrott warns that the Oklahoma afternoon sun is intense, so
plants with a tag that reads “part sun” are not meant to take the
onslaught of the afternoon summer heat. She has noticed more than
one Okie fork over some green for the beautiful Italian Cypress only
to watch it turn brown under our intense southern sun.
Parrot recommends the Blue Rocket Juniper as a smart
replacement for the Italian Cypress. “It’s really important to read the
tags or ask a knowledgeable professional if [the plant] will survive,”
cautions Parrott. “Not factoring heat tolerance and sun exposure is
the number one design mistake homeowners make in Oklahoma.”
Following her own advice, she also planted spiral junipers and

The organic herb garden off the kitchen is adjacent
to the pool and modern-style seating area.

Parrott standing in the pool area of the
modern estate.

Parrott with some students from KIPP Reach College Preparatory school who assisted
in planting some flower beds for the OKC Festival of the Arts.

blue cedar in the sunny front of the home, both of which are
drought tolerant. The large back patio, where there is a
generous swimming pool and a beautiful view of the pond
and grounds, is heavily planted with potted tropical ﬂowers.
Drip irrigation is used in all the pots and beds.
For color in the patio ﬂowerbeds, she used a heaping

“

Not factoring heat tolerance
and sun exposure is the
number one design mistake
homeowners make in
Oklahoma.
— Heather Parrott

helping of Pentas and Angelonia, both of which thrive in the
summer heat. The ‘Knock Out’ roses are kept the height of
the wrought iron fence surrounding the pool area; all of
which directs the eye to the pond and park-like green space
beyond.
While beautiful, the pond and the “park” surrounding it
didn’t happen on their own. The pond was home to a beaver
family last year, which required Parrott to wrap the trees with
chain-link fence and hire someone to relocate the animals. To
create the park feel to the green space, she keeps the lower
tree branches trimmed, the brush cleared and the grass

84 ionOklahoma JUNE/JULY

mowed.
But this busy beaver is not just “all business.” As a
master gardener, she gives back to the community by
volunteering a minimum of 20 hours each year — an amount
she easily surpasses. She fulﬁlls some of these hours by
offering free demonstrations at Minick Materials — her most
recent demonstrations include how to build a ﬁre pit and
creating custom container gardens– and being the voice and
brain behind the “Garden Minute” on The Spy radio station.
Notice all the gorgeous ﬂowers and landscaping at the
Oklahoma City Festival of the Arts? Parrott and a few local
teens made it happen. A few weeks prior to the festival,
through the Arts Council of Oklahoma City, she partnered
with the Junior League to provide programming to 25 local
middle school students from KIPP Reach College Preparatory
school. Parrott provided hands-on training for the students:
they chose the plant material, learned the culture and
growth habit of the plants and planted them in four beds
throughout the festival grounds in downtown Oklahoma City;
a project she clearly enjoyed.
It’s said you can’t judge a book-or people- by their
appearance; and sometimes you can’t even judge them by
their words. With that said, if you hear Heather Parrott tell
you she likes plants better than people…tell her you know
better.
n

A Ranch style home with sleek and simple Shaker style cabinets and industrial elements.

by JO MEACHAM

“O

ur design philosophy at Urban Kitchens is
to use the context of the home to determine
the design elements of the kitchen.”
Jo Meacham, owner of Urban Kitchens

DESIGN

CAN A TRENDY KITCHEN
stand the test of time?

Homeowners always want to know if the new kitchen design
will stand the test of time. Equally important is the desire to
have their new kitchen be completely up-to-date. The solution
to this dilemma is to consider the context of the kitchen.
What is the architectural style of the house? Is it a rustic
country style with brick and stone, a steeply pitched roof, with
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Bamboo cabinets redefine this addition to a Prairie style house.
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arched doorways or windows? Is it a contemporary style
with sleek lines, geometric features and modern materials?
Could it be a 1920 Bungalow, a 1910 Prairie style or a
1930 Tudor Revival? Is it a Ranch style? All styles are
identiﬁed with certain features and details that can be
incorporated into the design of a new kitchen.
Many times the style and color of the cabinet door is the
link between the kitchen and the architecture of the house.
One of the most popular styles today is the Shaker door.
This style is both simple and sleek and is used in
contemporary settings and historic homes. The Shaker
style stays in style because it has a timeless appearance.
Countertops can also enhance the design of the kitchen.
Quartz countertops are more popular than ever with
customers selecting them for ease of maintenance and the
wide selection of color and design. Granite remains a
popular choice for countertops and new trends for this
material include hones and textured ﬁnishes. Elegant,
playful, historic… any of these styles can be represented
in the choice of the countertop material.
Once the homeowner or designer has identiﬁed some
architectural elements of the home that can be
incorporated into the kitchen, the next step is to explore the
latest appliance choices, new lighting options, and the
latest storage alternatives. If a contemporary design is
underway, the appliances selected can reﬂect this style. If
the industrial look is goal of the project, professional style
ranges with heavy duty gas burners and griddles would be
a good choice.
Lighting options can also be used to highlight the style
or be chosen as a backdrop for the ﬁnal design. Pendant
lighting continues to be popular and can plan an important
role in deﬁning the look of the kitchen. While LED lighting
is coming on strong, it may seem limited to contemporary
kitchens. However, the selections are endless and LED
lights can highlight a traditional style kitchen as well.
Storage is high on the list when homeowners discuss
their kitchen ideas with designers. Today’s storage options
are available for all kitchen items. Once “blind corners”
are now outﬁtted with pull out shelves and drawers can be
used for dishes. Going green is easier than ever with pull
out trash cans and recycle centers.
Throughout the design of the new kitchen, it’s important
to remember that it’s a room in a house; it’s a small piece
of the entire pie. The house has a style and the kitchen
should play a role in enhancing the overall design of the
home. Current trends in kitchen design can always be
incorporated into any kitchen, but the ﬁnal result must
include elements that ﬂow from one room to the next. n

Left: Historic egg and dart
crown matched the trim
found in this historic
home in Heritage Hills

Below: Taking a chance
on red for a casual and
cheery kitchen
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TRAVEL

Scenery and Adventure Await

IN MOAB
by LINDA MILLER

T

ucked away from big cities and noisy
interstates, Moab in southeast Utah is a
magnet for those seeking stunning natural
scenery and outdoor adventure.

Two national parks beckon — one with massive rocks that rise up and reach
for the sky and another with buttes and mesas that allow views of expansive
canyons that change colors as the sun sails from East to West. Outdoor
enthusiasts come for the hiking, whitewater rafting, kayaking, rock climbing,
mountain biking, camping and off-roading. Festivals and events ﬁll the
calendar most of the year. There are enough interesting shops and restaurants
to satisfy any appetite.
This small resort town swells with tourists who come to play and gaze, but
Moab doesn’t feel crowded. Maybe it’s because most visitors scoot out of town
during the day to enjoy the great outdoors and other sights the area has to
offer. And there’s plenty.
Probably the biggest draw is Arches National Park with some 2,000
windowed arches, towering spires and hefty rock formations that seem to
balance precariously on one another. The park contains the world’s largest
concentration of natural sandstone arches, making it one of the best places
to see amazing rocks.
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To get a better understanding of what’s ahead, stop at the
visitor center at the park entrance, about ﬁve miles north of
Moab. Then get ready as the road climbs up a steep cliff with
several sharp switchbacks before it ﬂattens out a bit. The 40mile scenic drive through Arches offers overlooks, parking
areas and trail access. Some of the formations can be walked
to in a few minutes, allowing for easy up-close exploration.
Others, such as Delicate Arch, the park’s most famous
geologic feature, require a more strenuous hike. It is 1 1/2
miles from the parking lot. Even at a distance, these
impressive formations dwarf visitors and cars. They are
deﬁnitely stare-worthy.
Both the park and campground are open year-round.
About 35 miles northwest of Moab is Canyonlands National
Park. No visit to Moab is complete without taking in this view.
Canyons, cliffs and red earth seem to shift as shadows and
light move across this vast landscape of sculpted rock. It has
been described as a puzzle, a land that appears timeless and
unchanging. The Green and Colorado Rivers sliced the canyons
into four distinct districts with each offering different views
and opportunities for sightseeing and adventure. Looking over
the canyons makes you feel like you’re on top of the world.
Most visitors drive through the area, stopping at overlooks
and snapping pictures that really can’t capture the intricate
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details and vastness. Canyonlands is also known for its fourwheel drive vehicle and mountain bike routes, and white water
rafting. This is Utah’s largest national park. Exploring all that
it has to offer would take several days. Those with limited
time should head to the Island in the Sky mesa. Every overlook
offers a spectacular view.
Canyonlands is open year-round. Each district has its own
visitor center.
The scenery in Canyonlands and Arches is breathtaking, but
the paved roads probably aren’t heart-pumping enough for
most off-road fans. The Moab area has hundreds of miles of
old mining roads and 4x4 trails. No appropriate vehicle? Rent
a jeep in town. Prefer two-wheel adventure? Rent a mountain
bike and head out on the paved roads. Pick a route through
Arches or pedal beyond.
Other activities in the area include ﬁshing, golﬁng, hiking,
rafting and horseback riding.
Moab offers plenty of overnight options including
campgrounds, bed and breakfast inns, condos, hotels and
motels, and campgrounds. Here’s a good reason to spend the
night: Sunsets in the Arches are spectacular.
Go to the Moab for the scenery. Go for the adventure. Both
are thrilling.
For more information, go online to discovermoab.com

DINING

texas Honkey tonk
Shuffles
Across the Red River
BY LINDA MILLER

G

illey’s, the iconic Texas
honky tonk that was
featured in the 1980
movie “Urban Cowboy,”
has crossed the Red River
into Oklahoma.

Choctaw Casino Resort

92 ionOklahoma JUNE/JULY

Yep, the cowboy hot spot is now open in
the Choctaw Casino Resort in Durant.
One of only three Gilley’s in the United
States, Gilley’s at Choctaw is in the space
previously occupied by the Diamondback
Lounge. Gilley’s offers a full-service
restaurant and night club with 176 seats,

two bars with a draught beer system offering up to eight
different beers on tap, a dance ﬂoor and, of course, a
mechanical bull like the one seen in the movie
starring John Travolta. Playing off the
movie, Gilley’s offers a 32-ounce mansized beer called Bud and a 16-ounce
beer named Sissy.
What’s more, there’s a 500-square-foot
performance stage smack in the center of the
venue offering 360-degree views. That makes
for great people watching — on the dance ﬂoor
and off. But two-stepping isn’t the only action
going on here. With 15 high-deﬁnition LCD
televisions and one eight-foot projector screen,
Gilley’s promises to be a great place to watch televised sports.
Think Bedlam football with OSU versus OU.

The original Gilley’s, founded by country singer Mickey Gilley
in Pasadena, Texas, burned in 1989. The brand was
acquired by a developer who opened Gilley’s in Dallas
in 2003.
And now a little bit of that Gilley’s history has
found a home in the Choctaw Casino Resort. The
resort includes the Grand Tower with 330 hotel
rooms, the Choctaw Inn with 101 rooms, a
natatorium, ﬁtness center, conference and
business center, ﬁve restaurants, a food court,
a 175-seat amphitheater, an 1,100 seat
performance venue and more than 4,000 slot
machines, 30 poker tables and 51 table games
Choctaw Casino Resort is at 4216 S Highway 69/75 in
Durant. For more information, call (888) OK CHOCTAW. n
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for
by KANNA DEUTSCH
Photos by LAUREN WRIGHT

“T

here’s something nice about
tea and the process of tea,”
says Kristy Jennings, owner
of t, an urban teahouse, as
she stands behind the long counter at
which I sip a cup of hojicha green tea
and listen to Bon Iver’s Blood Bank
playing overhead. And she’s right.
There is friendly quality in tea that is
not found in any other beverage.

Tea has long been the universal drink of comfort. It’s the
beverage Tom Hanks’ character, Joe Fox, serves Meg Ryan’s in
You’ve Got Mail when she is sick in bed. My Fair Lady Eliza
Doolittle drinks tea while seeking love advice from Henry
Higgens’ mother. And fans The Big Bang Theory knows that
herbal tea is Sheldon Cooper’s cure-all remedy for upset
guests. It is this feeling of warmth and comfort that Jennings
has created in t, an urban teahouse. Jennings says that she
created t “to have a great communal place for somebody to sit.
Tea is very communal and sharing it is a very bonding
experience. I wanted to ﬁgure out a way to serve my community
in a way that I would enjoy more.”
Jennings grew up drinking tea, but her love for the drink did

not solidify until she spent a semester in Vienna. “That sealed the
deal for me- made it part of my morning ritual.” Prior to opening up
her business, Jennings had career of nearly twenty years in health
care, but decided that she was not being challenged enough and
needed to ﬁnd her niche. Jennings then halted her medical career
and spent the next two years soul searching. The result of which is t.
The teahouse carries over one hundred different teas from all
around the world. She says her criterion for choosing the teas she
serves are, “one- it’s a high quality tea and two- it comes from a
source that I trust.” As a rule, Jennings only buys from vendors who
buy solely from the trade and who “have a great reputation for
quality”. “I have a relationship with a very short list of vendors. I
interviewed them and other teahouse owners,” she remarks. After
Jennings decided to open a teahouse, she spent a year taste-testing
three to ten different variations of every type of tea she carries to
choose the one that she now serves to customers. To make her ﬁnal
decisions, she chose traditional teas whose taste proﬁles matched
what they were famous for and non-traditional teas whose taste
proﬁles she thought Oklahomans would be partial to.
Situated on May Avenue, t allows customers an intermission from
the business of the street and their lives. Jennings says she picked
the Zen décor to create a modern but warm space. “I wanted it to be
comfortable—comfortable where you want to curl up with a book for
a while.” All the artwork is done by local artists and changes every
six months. This unique teahouse also offers private art receptions
for customers on the mailing list. The teahouse carries bakery goods

and chocolates from Prairie Thunder and Dude, Sweet Chocolate
respectively.
One thing that Jennings would like readers to know is that “tea
tastes better than you think it does. There are so many out there that
I can ﬁnd you one you like [and] tea is incredibly good for you.” Her
teahouse is for both veterans and novices of tea. “We’re very
approachable. People can learn a lot about tea from us and with us.
Learning together, not learning about tea in an intimidating format,”
she says. The learning that she and her customers partake in helps
Jennings to build relationships with everyone that walks through her
doors. “The relationship with customers- that’s my favorite part.
That’s the part that I knew would be there but I didn’t know how nice
it would be or how much they would regard us as a part of their
family. And it’s reciprocal. They enjoy coming here just as much as
n
we enjoy having them here.”
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TECHNOLOGY
Smartphone Smarts for Parents
Getting the most out of your smartphone through parental controls

P

arents, we’ve all been there: Your kid
sent over 5,000 texts in one month
and you think to yourself, “How is
that possible? I haven’t sent that
many in a lifetime!” Or your daughter said she
was going to a friend’s house, but did she
really sneak off to the mall with your credit
card? We all wish there was an easier way to
keep track of our children and luckily, Verizon
Wireless’s Tom Nix has some technology
solutions to help you keep an eye on your kids.
Whether you want to check on their
whereabouts or simply monitor how much, and
who, they’re texting, Verizon wants to offer
solutions that make our jobs as parents easier.
Because being a parent is hard enough, right?
“Our families are the most precious things in our lives,” said
Tom Nix, data sales consultant for Verizon Wireless. “Through
the power and reliability of Verizon Wireless’ 4G LTE
network and

applications on both our Apple and Android devices, you will have
the peace of mind of knowing that your family is exactly where
they’re supposed to be. Wherever in the world your loved ones are,
Verizon’s 4G LTE network will guide them home.”

Verizon Wireless Family Locator
For parents that have children old enough to go out with their
friends without parental supervision, Verizon Wireless Family
Locator is a great tool for tracking their location. Download this
app on your family’s phones, sit back, relax and know that
through the app’s geo
fencing technology,
everyone’s locations will
show up.
Some of the coolest
features of the Family
Locator include receiving
updates for each family
member when they arrive or
depart from a location and
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seeing all family member’s locations on the map all at once. Never
worry again about where your family is…this app can truly give
parents a sense of peace when it comes to knowing where their
kids are.

LTE network, you can check on your family all the time! Even get your
kids excited about this app- they can share their next cool location
with friends and even Grandma who lives out of state.

Kid’s Place
Verizon Wireless Usage Control
Want to make sure your kids are getting a full night of sleep
instead of a full night of texting with their crush of the week?
Parents that ﬁght this battle will love the usage control option
through Verizon Wireless. With this tool, parents can keep a close eye
on how many minutes, text messages and amount of data their kids
are using each month. Set up time restrictions so that kids can’t text
or call certain numbers when they should be sleeping.

Google Latitude
If you’re looking for an all-around
awesome app, check out Google
Latitude. This is makes it easy for
kids and parents alike to share their
whereabouts. Through the Verizon 4G
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For the business people who have youngsters that are fascinated
with technology, this is the app for you. The Kid’s Place app protects
parents’ phones from being hacked by their young kids who
inadvertently click send on important emails or call business
partners at absurd times of the day. Parents can lock their personal
data and allow only certain apps to be accessed. This way, your
daughter can play Draw Something without sending an accidental
doodle to your boss.
They say parenting is the not only the most important job you have
in your life, but also the most difﬁcult. Look to these tools and
solutions so you can rest a little
easier knowing your family is safe
and your kids are getting plenty of
sleep (we hope).
n

The Best Friend

Y O U ’ L L E V E R H AV E
Coach Aasim Saleh of the OKC Boathouse Foundation explains his passion
for paddling and why OKC RIVERSPORT is like a cool best friend.

by KANNA DEUTSCH
Photos by HOLLIE NIBLETT

“Y

es!” Along with a shy smile, that was the answer a little girl gave
her mom after being asked if she enjoyed her ﬁrst time paddling
and wanted to take more lessons. Around her, about seven other
kids also clamber up from the river dock, carrying their boats
with the help of an instructor. All of them appear happy, sufﬁciently
pleased with their day’s paddling, and, with the exception of one
unfortunate boy, fairly dry. Though, to be honest, this boy actually
appears the most pleased of anyone. These are just a few of the kids
that the Boathouse Foundation has attracted in the past year through
their camps and youth league, lead by Aasim Saleh, program director
and head coach of the Youth Canoe/Kayak League.

SPORTS

Coach Aasim
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Coach Aasim (pronounced “awesome”)
with some area kids in one of his many
paddling classes with the OKC RIVERSPORT.

Hailing from Seattle, Washington, Saleh was recruited to the
Sooner State to start a youth paddling program. Just one year after
the launch, Saleh says that the program has grown from “a ragtag
group of kids to hitting it dead on.” Before resettling in Oklahoma,
Saleh operated a paddling club in Seattle and won a few national
titles. After retiring from competition, he began coaching as a way
to give back to the sport that gave him so much. He says that
before he started paddling, his life was headed on a very different
path and that “life would be very different without paddling.”
is passion for the sport is evident as is his eagerness to
instill that same level of passion in others. Throughout the
year, Saleh travels to schools around the Oklahoma City area and
teaches free physical education classes. With him, he brings
kayak machines to engage students and spark their interest in
the sport. This past year was his ﬁrst recruiting season, which
brought a 1000 percent increase in enrollment.
Perhaps the best aspects of paddling in Oklahoma City are that
it is easily accessible and has no optimal body shape or size.
Paddling is basically the best friend of sports—always there
when you need it and never judging you, no matter how much ice
cream you may or may not have just consumed. Because all the
boats are adjustable and relative to the paddler’s size, paddling
is an all ﬁgure-friendly sport. “You buy a kayak like a shoe size.
Everything is extremely relative,” Saleh points out, illustrating his
point by mentioning that one of the top athletes in their Olympic
training program measures about 5’4” while another towers over
six feet. The boathouse also supplies kayaks designed to make
paddling accessible and enjoyable for those with physical
disabilities. “We run practice 365 days a year. We’re one of the
few sports that never cancels practice,” says Saleh also adding
that on days when the outside conditions do not allow for
paddling, the boathouse offers alternative training and
conditioning methods, such as weight lifting.

H

ummer Camps are available for youths
between the ages of 8 and 17. There are
no tryouts or cuts for the canoe/kayak
league.
Because the Oklahoma River is the only river in
the nation to be designated a U.S. Olympic and
Paralympic training site, many athletes have
relocated from other parts of the country and the
world for the opportunity to train in Oklahoma City.
The OKC National High Performance Center is
sending six athletes to the U.S. Olympic team and
two to the U.S. Paralympic team.

S

The Boathouse District is growing. They continue
to offer more opportunities for active adventure.
Soon they’ll have a youth pavilion with indoor
surﬁng; the world’s tallest Sky Trail ropes course; a
whitewater center and more, which will let them
give youth and families even more opportunities to
get active.
To learn more about OKC RIVERSPORT canoe/kayak
programs for youth and adults visit
riversportokc.org, call (405) 552-4040 or email
info@riversportokc.org.
OKC RIVERSPORT programs are offered on the
Oklahoma River downtown and on the canal at Lake
Overholser:
Boathouse District on the Oklahoma River
725 S. Lincoln Blvd
Route 66 Boathouse at Lake Overholser
3115 E. Overholser Dr.

Coach Aasim instructing a kayaking student on how to adjust the seat
of the kayak.
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Above: Kids participating in the summer camp are keeping cool on a
hot summer day while having fun with their camp leaders.
Right: Coach Aasim instructs his students as they paddle
their kayaks to the river.

One-week camps in the summer are available in half and full
day options. Also offered is the youth league, which has fall,
summer, and spring seasons. Kids learn directly from pro-athletes,
providing both gold-medal knowledge and experience to the kids,
and employment for the athletes, many of who have relocated from
other parts of the country or world to train at the foundation.

The boathouse District is
growing. They continue to
offer more opportunities
for active adventure.
or anyone requesting ﬁnancial assistance, the foundation
offers scholarships and aid packages. However, Aasim says
that “if they [kids] can get to the door- they’re in- no questions
asked.” This coincides with the boathouse’s principle that the
children’s programs are a means to give back to the community,
not a means to generate revenue. “We don’t make money off of
kids programs. We are here to create opportunities,” Saleh
remarks. The program also caters to parents’ busy schedules by
offering ﬁve different lesson options at two facilities, located on
both sides of the metro. “It’s all about convenience and
accessibility. We are painfully accessible,” Saleh notes jokingly.
The purpose of this system is to ensure that the only obstacle a
child may face in pursuing paddling is his or her own will. “We’re
complete enablers in the sense of paddling.”
And like the perfect best friend, Oklahoma City paddling gives

F
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without asking for anything in return. “The Boathouse District is
here to stay—it’s going to be self-sufﬁcient. It’s not taking, it’s
giving back,” Saleh says, also adding that the Boathouse
Foundation will help transform Oklahoma City into “a tourist
destination for people.” Within only two years of opening, they are
already sending six athletes to the U.S. Olympic team; a statistic
that Saleh says is “unparalleled.” Along with the rest of the staff,

Saleh hopes that the youth programs will ultimately produce some
Oklahoma-native Olympics athletes. “Kids that want to learn,
excel,” he says, commenting that what may seem like play at ﬁrst
can potentially amount to more, “in that play, that’s how they
learn to be Olympians.”
“All these things that are coming are making us the coolest

thing in Oklahoma for kids. Once the kids decide this is what they
want to do, we have an endless supply of cool factor and role
models,” Saleh remarks. Basically, paddling is the best friend you
will ever have who also happens to be a cool jock. Bonus.
n
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