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Obstetrics and Gynecology

Dr. Julie Wiley welcomes patients to her new practice on the St. Anthony Hospital campus in
Midtown. She joins Dr. Alyson Willis in her practice.
Dr. Wiley specializes in all aspects of women’s health care, including comprehensive obstetrical
care - always with personalized, compassionate attention to the needs of her patients.
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Publisher’s Note
Welcome to ion Oklahoma Online, one of Oklahoma’s fastest growing online digital
lifestyle magazines and news-entertainment websites. We are all about Oklahoma’s
Culture, Events, and Entertainment. www.ionok.com
At ion Oklahoma we again are planning to honor 30 young Oklahomans under 30 who
have shown certain leadership qualities, participation in community affairs, and who
are demonstrating upward movement and recognition in their careers. On October 16,
2014 we will be honoring the new class of honorees at our annual OKC Petroleum Club
awards ceremony. More than 100 young professional Oklahomans have received this
award during the past three years.
During the past few months we have been emailing twice monthly a link to our newest
special edition titled “Energy FC Shootout.” This special edition is all about OKC’s new
professional soccer team and in depth coverage of their inaugural season. Learn more
about the coaches, players, and owners who all are committed to making professional
soccer a huge success in Oklahoma.
“Like” us on facebook
facebook.com/pages/
IonOklahoma-Online

Celebrate Oklahoma!...More Than A Movie is coming as a special attraction to the
Oklahoma City Community College 37th Annual Arts Festival. Twentieth Century Fox
spent the past two years restoring digitally the 1955 movie “Oklahoma!” Todd-AO
version and are now making it available for a Premier Screening on August 30 –
Sept 1, 2014.
Matinee performance s are scheduled Saturday, Sunday, and Monday during Labor
Day Weekend FREE at the new 1,100 seat OCCC Visual and Performing Arts Theater.
Don’t miss this wonderful opportunity to see the move “Oklahoma! on the Big screen.

follow us on twitter
@IonOklahoma

We want to thank you, our loyal followers, and welcome your thoughts, ideas, and
input for editorial content in our publication. Please email any Oklahoma feature story
ideas and events to www.info@ionok.com
Don Swift
Publisher ion Oklahoma
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Kelli O’Hara & Ted Sperling
Broadway’s Classic Hits
with the OKC Philharmonic
Mon, Sep 15, 8:00 p.m.

Jazz pianist Peter Nero
“For Art’s Sake: A Salute to Art Tatum”
Thu, Nov 6, 7:30 p.m.

Sergio Monteiro, piano
Program: Mozart, Schumann, Oswald, Chopin
Thu, Nov 20, 7:30 p.m.

Ar mst r ong
C O N C E R T – G O I N G

Bringing world-class performing arts
to Oklahoma since 1996.
Reserve your seat today.
(405) 285-1010
ArmstrongAuditorium.org
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THE WIT AND WISDOM OF MIKE TURPEN

TURPEN TIME
50 Shades of Life
by Tim Farley

C

all them truisms, axioms or
old sayings, but whatever
they are Mike Turpen is never
at a loss for words.

Turpen, a popular public figure in Oklahoma, has
been in the middle of the state’s political and social
scenes since he was an assistant district attorney in
Muskogee County decades ago. He’s served as the
state’s attorney general, unsuccessfully ran for
governor, has been a longtime friend to Bill and
Hillary Clinton and has been part of a highly
successful Sunday morning television news show.
With all of those accomplishments behind him, it
wasn’t enough. Now, Turpen has put his life in
paperback form with his new book, “Turpen Time:
The Wit and Wisdom of Mike Turpen.”
A special ceremony honoring Turpen and his book
is scheduled 6 p.m., Friday, August 15 at the
Oklahoma History Center, 800 Nazih Zudi Drive, in
Oklahoma City. The event will benefit Oklahoma City
University’s Clara Luper Scholars endowed fund,
named in honor of the Oklahoma City civil rights icon.
Exhibiting his folksy, hyper-energy style, Turpen
said he hopes the book will provide readers with
“infotainment.”
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“I believe it informs people
about something they didn’t
know and also entertains them.
If it inspires and uplifts, I
would be pleased,” he said.
“The reviews from people who
have already read the book
warm the cockles of my heart.”
The 282-page, 50-chapter
book describes in vivid detail
many events, thoughts and
people in Turpen’s life, some
which he admits are “not all
that rosy.” He writes
extensively about his family,
the Clintons and Charles Troy
Coleman, the first person executed by lethal injection in
Oklahoma. Turpen was the lead prosecutor against
Coleman, who was convicted of the heinous murders of
John and Roxie Seward in 1979. He spent nearly 11
years on death row before his execution.
The book includes chapters about special friendships,
colleagues, legal cases, his father’s alcoholism and in
one instance, a dark, sad day that involved the death of
his law partner’s son.
In his interview with ionOK.com, Turpen talked about
the Coleman case and the impact it had on his life then
and now.
“That was the first time I was confronted so vividly
with good versus evil,” he said. “I was the guy in the
white hat doing the right thing and Charles Troy
Coleman was a career criminal and a first-degree
murderer.”
IT WAS ALMOST SURREAL for Turpen as he
squared off against Coleman and his defense team each
day in court.
“It was me and him, man to man, face to face, toe to
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Turpen with Bill Clinton.

toe. When we got the
conviction, it was a sense of
accomplishment and when he
was executed it gave me a
sense of relief, a sense of relief
that someone so evil was off the
face of the Earth,” the longtime
prosecutor and private attorney
recalled.
Faced with death threats
throughout the trial and
afterward, Turpen’s life
resembled a Stephen King
novel by the time the 1990 execution occurred. One
particular eerie incident, which Turpen pens in his
book, occurred the night of Coleman’s execution.
“The evening Coleman was scheduled to be put to
death, I followed the television reports leading up to his
expected demise,” Turpen wrote. “But because he was
the first one to be executed by lethal injection in the
state, something went wrong. Apparently, they didn’t
have the method quite figured out, so it didn’t go well.
Finally, I went to bed, knowing this killer wasn’t dead
yet.”
The following incident has haunted Turpen since that
night with no logical explanation why it happened.
“I was suddenly awakened by a noise in the kitchen
downstairs, like the roar of a chainsaw. It sounded as
though someone was sawing or drilling through my back
door,” he wrote. “I had a pistol back then, a .38-caliber.
For some reason, though, I decided not to take the gun
along. Instead, I grabbed a baseball bat and started
down the stairs, with that ominous Rrrrrrrr! roaring
through the house.”
Finally reaching the kitchen, Turpen switched on the

light, bat in hand, and saw that the noise was coming
from a tipped-over vacuum cleaner. Turpen surmised
either the cat or dog tipped it over and it somehow
turned itself on. Yet, the odd, sci-fi ending to the story
is the vacuum cleaner apparently started up at just
about the same time Coleman drew his last breath.

The Clintons
“Turpen Time” includes several references to Turpen’s
personal and professional relationships with Bill and
Hillary Clinton. On a personal level, Turpen recalled a
conversation he had with Bill Clinton, who had called
to thank him for helping Hillary during her presidential
bid.
“He asked if there was anything he
could do for me and I asked if he could
call my mom and wish her a happy 80th
birthday and he did. She was totally
surprised and elated. It was one of the
best moments of her life,” Turpen said.
Clinton was a big part of the 1995
memorial service for those killed in the
Oklahoma City Murrah building
bombing. He later attended the 10-year
anniversary service.
“I remember Bill Clinton saying,
‘Oklahoma City, you broke our hearts
but you lifted our spirits.’ It’s been one
of the highlights of my life to be friends
with Bill and Hillary Clinton because
they’re such incredibly interesting
people and devoted friends. They’re
always there for you,” Turpen said.
Turpen writes in his book that he’s
honored to join Bill Clinton each year in
New York as part of the Clinton Global
Initiative, a group of world leaders who
work to solve some of the toughest
Mike Turpen with his daughter Sarah
at Healing in the Heartland.

problems. Turpen has been a member of CGI since it
started 10 years ago.

Family
As Turpen talks, he points his fingers, gestures
enthusiastically and thrashes his arms about as if he’s
swatting flies. Yet, it’s his style, his passion and a
tremendous amount of energy that keeps him moving
forward and in good health at 64 years-old.
It doesn’t hurt that he’s married to a tremendous
woman, has supportive children and was raised by
parents who showed love and gave him a solid
foundation for life. It’s an added bonus that his wife,

Turpen gets his picture taken at a Thunder game with Wanda Pratt, Kevin Durant’s mother.

Susan, has a heightened sense of humor.
On many public occasions, Turpen has advocated
five, three-word phrases that every man should
remember if he’s interested in maintaining marital bliss
and harmony.
“Men need to say, ‘I love you, you look beautiful, let’s
eat out, can I help and it’s my fault,’” he said, with a
grin.
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After one such public speaking engagement, Susan
stood up and said, “Mike needs to practice what he
preaches.” Her comment brought the house down,
Turpen writes in his book.
As expected, Turpen talks fondly about his wife. In
this interview, he practices what he preaches.
“Susan Turpen is the CEO of the Turpen household
and she makes the Turpen train run on time,” he said.

As a youngster who was raised in north Tulsa, Turpen
learned the importance of books from his mother, who
died before “Turpen Time” was published. However,
she was able to read the manuscript before her passing.
At one point, she mused which Hollywood actress
would portray her in the movie.
“Mom believed that a room without books is like a
person without a soul. She always said put pen to
paper,” Turpen recalled.
His family’s influence may be why Turpen refers to
himself as a “happy warrior.”
“I’m a guy who fights the good fight, but is upbeat
and optimistic about it. I’m a positive advocate with a
God-given high energy level. Mom told her three sons
you have a certain amount of energy and we can use it
in a positive way or a negative way. It’s a fundamental
choice for each of us to make,” he said.
Former Oklahoma Attorney General Robert Henry,
who is now president at OCU, describes his longtime
friend as “a one of a kind, poignant, charismatic.”
“He’s a public figure who continued to grow in
political life and beyond,” said Henry, who will serve as
one of the co-hosts at the Aug. 15 book celebration.

A few good causes
Practicing law is Turpen’s vocation, but promoting
good causes is his avocation.
“I exist to assist,” he said, while reeling off a list of
axioms. “If you ain’t givin’, you ain’t livin’. I’ve learned
the more you give, the more you have. Helping people,
working with good causes is what melts my butter and
turns my crank.”
That’s why Turpen is excited about the Aug. 15 event
at the Oklahoma History Center. It’s not self-promotion
that drives Turpen. It’s helping others. In this case, 25
Clara Luper scholars are selected, mostly minority
students with particular financial needs. The
scholarships provide opportunities for academically

Turpen in a group shot taken during a rafting trip.

accomplished and community service-oriented students
from underrepresented areas.
Previous Clara Luper Scholars include two students
who later became Fulbright Scholars and another
student who was named Miss Black Oklahoma.
Tickets to the event are $50 and reservations can be
made by calling 405-208-5402. Reservations can also
be made online at www.okcu.edu/TurpenTime.
Turpen’s book is available in book stores and can be
ordered online at MikeTurpen.tateauthor.com n
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BUSINESS
The Ambassador Hotel
Enjoying a renaissance of style and spirit
by M. J. Van Deventer
Photography provided by Jeff Erwin,
General Manager of
The Ambassador Hotel, Oklahoma City.

T

he vintage Osler Building in midtown Oklahoma City has a new
personality, thanks to a dramatic
renovation that has made it a
popular setting for urban entertaining.
Built in three phases, beginning in 1928, the sevenstory, U-shaped building flourished for years as
commercial office space and a medical arts center,
thriving near its proximity to St. Anthony Hospital.
As times changed, doctors sought more modern
facilities and the building became less attractive for
business space. For a while, the owner converted the
spacious seventh floor to his residence.
In 2011, Paul
Coury, a commercial
developer, saw
beyond the
building’s derelict
condition and
purchased the
structure for his
Ambassador Hotel
Collection. In 2012,
the building was
listed on the
National Register of
Historic Places as
the best Oklahoma
City example of
Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival architecture on a
multi-story office building.
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In late March of this year, the entire renovation
project received approval from the Technical
Preservation Services branch of the National Park
Service as a Certified Preservation Tax Credit project.
Coury was well-versed in turning ailing structures
into Cinderellas. He had successfully transformed a
similar mid-town property in Tulsa in the early 1990s.
That Ambassador Hotel is now one of Tulsa’s
landmark boutique mid-town hotels.

REVIVAL OF STYLE
Oklahoma City’s 54-room Ambassador Hotel, which
opened in March, is a luxury property that has a
distinct European feeling with its sleek décor
complementing the
eclectic
MediterraneanSpanish-style
exterior.
From the first
greeting in the small
tastefully appointed
lobby to a
beautifully served
luncheon, any
occasion is
memorable.
Hotel manager Jeff
Erwin often gives
tours to various
groups in the seventh floor board room. That room seats
70, and boasts of a spectacular view of downtown from

the seventh floor and its small outside balcony.
The seventh floor also features the sleek and trendy
rooftop O’Bar, also offering a stunning view of the city’s
skyline. The interior designer, Deborah Gear, said, “I
set out to create a chic contemporary vibe, while
maintaining a strong appeal to all ages.”
Leather sofas and lounge chairs offer intimate seating
for small and large parties.
For the more social clientele, the central horizontal
bar is the place for meeting and greeting old and new
friends. The sweeping vista offers a panoramic view.
The main dining room on the ground floor includes a
beautiful, quiet setting for a cozy breakfast or lunch or
an intimate dinner.
“I wanted to create a charming, romantic feeling,”
said Gear, owner of Deborah Gear Interior Design
Studio in Los Angeles. “The restaurant entrance ceiling
is barrel shaped with a fine wine display and a vintage
wine cart used as the hostess stand. Plantation shutters
and banquet seating line the perimeter of the

restaurant. The central dining area is defined with
candlelit floor to ceiling room dividers, drapery panels
and vintage black and gold pendant lighting.”
In the lobby, the color palette of ivory and black has
accents of burnt orange, punctuated with black
plantation shutters and a warm neutral color you won’t
find anyplace else - “Thunder” gray.
Distressed wood floors with hand-tufted wool and silk
area rugs add luster and softness to the lobby.
“I wanted the hotel to make guests feel like they are
stepping into a friend’s home - comfortable and cozy
with a sophisticated ambiance,” Gear said. “The lobby
is just that with the fireplace taking center stage to an
intimate, conversational seating area.”
Throughout the hotel and guest suites, Gear said her
goal was “to create a modern, urban boutique
experience, while maintaining the historical presence
of the existing architecture. I wanted intimate and
classic interior spaces to appeal to both business and
leisure clientele.”
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CLASSY SLEEP
Six room styles are available at the Ambassador with
11 different layouts. Accommodations include classy
one-bedroom settings with either a king or queen bed.
The deluxe Ambassador Suite features a large living
room, separate bedroom and one and a half baths. This
suite offers two spectacular downtown views and is
perfect for a honeymoon, wedding anniversary or other
special occasion.
“The guest rooms and Ambassador Suite are vey
much residential in feeling with all the amenities of
home,” Gear said. “The monochromatic color palette of
taupe, gray and cream, with custom-designed
furnishings and lighting creates a soft and inviting
environment.”
Gear chose floor lamps that bear a striking
resemblance to Oklahoma oil derricks. She placed
streamlined televisions on easels. Other accessories
22 ionOklahoma AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2014

have a nautical theme, and all furnishings are designed
for soothing, relaxing comfort.
Wall accessories include etchings, floral prints and
paintings, enhancing the rooms with a sophisticated
English touch. Coury enlisted Arden and Associates,
owned by Nedra Funk of Piedmont, to find perfect art
for each room. Her associate, Cindy Bench, chose art
that added a soft gentle touch to the chic spirit in the
elegant guest suites and some of the public areas.

DESIGN PERKS
The bathrooms are appointed with porcelain floors
and wall tiles, granite countertops with exquisite
chrome plated fixtures, created by the international
artisans at Restoration Hardware, or RH.
Catherine Montgomery, a member of the American
Institute of Architects and founder of the OKC
Preservation and Design Studio, said she sought to
meet the challenge of the boutique hotel style with a

few special features for some of the rooms, including a
reading nook for the rooms on the northwest corner.
“Each room has an interesting entrance foyer,” she
said. “The arrangement of the rooms in relation to the
existing window locations also makes each room a
unique experience. Some rooms are bursting with
sunshine and others are like intimate dens - there’s
something for every taste.”
Among other amenities in all rooms are
complimentary wireless internet, Keurig coffee makers,
in-room safes, executive-style work spaces,
monogrammed robes, and couture bath products.
Other services include parking and laundry valets,
room service, a 24-hour front desk, on-site fitness
center, pool and outdoor terrace with bar and food
service.
Another plus is the hotel’s complimentary shuttle
service for travel within a three-mile radius, lessening
any need for a long taxi wait or driving in unfamiliar
territory. The hotel is fully handicapped accessible. It is
also one of the few pet-friendly hotels in OKC.
Gear has served as interior designer for Coury’s hotel
projects for the past four years, designing Ambassador
Hotels in Kansas City, Wichita, Tulsa and now

Oklahoma City.
Montgomery specializes in historic projects, along
with her staff of other architects, interior designers and
historic preservation specialists. They sought to keep
the historic areas of the hotel and its façade true to
their original architectural origins.
Erwin brings a distinguished resume to his position of
general manager. A native of North Carolina, he moved
from New York City to Oklahoma in 1994 to serve on
the executive staff of The Waterford Hotel from 1994 to
2000. He was director of Oklahoma’s State Parks for
several years and joined Paul Coury and his staff in
2007 at downtown’s revitalized Colcord Hotel. Erwin
came to The Ambassador in 2013, getting the hotel
ready for its recent opening.
Erwin’s mission at The Ambassador is simple.
“We want to make our guests feel more at home here
than in any other hotel,” said Erwin. n
For more information on the hotel, located at 1200
North Walker Avenue, booking or reservation
information, call 405-600-6200. The hotel’s email
address is okconcierge@ambassadorhc.com
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SEEKING OKLAHOMA CITY’S
PROMINENT FUTURE LEADERS

SEND US YOUR
NOMINATIONS.

ion Oklahoma Online aims at finding
the next generation of leaders in the
Oklahoma City market with the Fourth Annual
“Next Gen” awards gala.
30/30 Next Gen will recognize innovative,
creative-thinking and inspiring young
individuals who push the boundaries
beyond their years in all areas – arts,
entertainment, business, media, sports,
technology and more.
To nominate a candidate, go to
ion Oklahoma Online’s website:
www.ionok.com/30under30
All nominees must be under age 30
before December 31, 2014. Nomination
deadline is Friday, August 29, 2014.

nextgen
AWARDS DINNER
October 16, 2014 • 7 p.m.

ion Oklahoma Online | Nichols Hills Plaza | 6465 Avondale Drive Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73116 | 405.607.0930

EVENTS

Choctaw
Oktoberfest
2014

“9 Days
of
Gemuetlichkeit”
by Heide Brandes

EVENTS
Choctaw Oktoberfest 2014,

“9 Days of Gemuetlichkeit”
German festival offers up the best in
German food, German music and BEER!

F

or the 24th year, Choctaw will celebrate
the spirit of Germany, German food
and beer with the annual Choctaw
Oktoberfest, and founder Mike Turek
of Old Germany Restaurant says this year will
offer more of… well, everything.
Choctaw Oktoberfest 2014, “9 Days of Gemuetlichkeit,” is
the most authentic festival of its kind in Oklahoma. The
festival runs August 29 through Sept. 6 under the Festival
Pavilion in Choctaw Creek Park, 2001 N. Harper Rd., 1/2 mile
south of NE 23rd Street in Choctaw.
Sponsored by the City of Choctaw, the Choctaw Chamber,
Old Germany Restaurant and many area businesses, the
annual Oktoberfest celebration has become a favorite
destination for visitors from the multi-state area seeking
homemade German food, genuine German beers and wine
and of course German music.
As a result of the continued growth and success, this
year’s festival will feature more tent space, more kitchens,
more family activities and more parking. The event will be
staged under 30,000 square feet of tents and pavilion
providing a real German-Fest atmosphere.
“The main thing is the addition of a second stage,” said
Turek. “It will be placed next to the sponsor tent and will
have different bands performing.”
The Turek family promises over 30 original German
Draught Beers and International wines to complement the
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menu of Schweinshaxen (ham hocks), Grilled
Chicken, Rippchen (smoked pork chops) and a
variety of bratwurst and Schnitzel sandwiches,
Red Cabbage, Sauerkraut, German Potato
Salad and Apple Strudel - all prepared in the
Old Germany Festival Kitchen.
In addition, 44 different German craft beers
will be offered to beer lovers everywhere.
In addition to a Kinder’s Garten (children’s
area), the festival also has a full line-up of
entertainment, including The Walburg Boys,
The Alpen Musikanten, Alex Meixner and Das
ist Lustig, plus special appearances by
German Dance Groups along with “The Geoff

Scott Band” on the second stage with
crossover country, classic rock and pop music.
New this year will be the appearance of The
Society for Creative Anachronism, a medieval
living history group, that will put on live sword
tournament ﬁghting from noon to 7 p.m. on
Aug. 30, complete with traditional medieval
and German costumes, arts and crafts, full
combat ﬁghting and more.
The festival is open Monday (Labor Day),
Sept. 1, from noon to midnight. From Tuesday
to Friday, Sept. 2 to 5, the festival runs from 5
p.m. to midnight, and then from noon to
midnight on Saturday, Sept. 6. A BMW,

Mercedes, Porsche and VW Clubs Car Show
will be held at 2 p.m. on Sept. 6 as well.
Admission is $5 with children under age 12
admitted free. For more information, visit Old
Germany Website at www.oldgermany.com, or
contact any of the following: The City of
Choctaw 405-390-8198, The Choctaw
Chamber 405-390-3303 or Old Germany

Restaurant, 405-390-8647
“We are expecting 40,000 to 50,000 people
from all over,” Turek said. “People come a
long way for good German food. Where else
can you get a ham hock right off the smoker –
the food is a big deal. The bands are also fun.
It’s as close to Germany as you can get!” n

Friday August 29th • Saturday Sept. 6th
1/2 mile south of N.E. 23rd & Harper

oldgermany.com • 390-8647
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“Axis Mundi” by Erin Shaw is
included in an exhibit of her paintings at
the Chicksaw Visitor Center in Sulphur.
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ART
Chickasaw artists’ work on
display in Davis and Sulphur
by Linda Miller

A

rtwork by Chickasaw native artists Drue Ridley
and Erin Shaw, both known for their innovative
techniques, is on display at separate locations
in south-central Oklahoma.

Ridley’s paintings are on view at the Chickasaw Nation Welcome
Center in Davis, and Shaw’s art is featured at the Chickasaw Visitor
Center in Sulphur. Both exhibits continue through October.
As a self-taught artist, Ridley uses bold color and an interesting mix
of pastels, watercolors, acrylics, silk fabric, dyes, clay and textiles to
reﬂect her heritage and culture.
“My Chickasaw heritage radiates through each painting offering lifegiving and captivating energy to arouse one’s imagination,” Ridley
said. “I am a visionary artist with a unique style which invites the
viewer into the creative power of the heart and the wonder and beauty
of the soul. Each painting has a story to tell and I am the visionary
messenger.”
Ridley’s art also can be seen at the Tishomingo Chickasaw Health
Clinic, the Chickasaw Cultural Center in Sulphur and the Chickasaw
Nation department of tourism ofﬁces in Oklahoma City. By invitation,
her work was exhibited at the Grand Palais in Paris. Ridley was named
New Artist of Oklahoma in 1994 at the Philbrook Museum in Tulsa, and
her art has won many awards.
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Drue Ridley’s “Healing Waters” is on display at the Chickasaw Nation Welcome Center in Davis.

Shaw, a visual storyteller, also uses humor in her paintings,
often conveying the contrast between two things or ideas that
are entirely different. As an American Indian, Chickasaw and
Choctaw, Shaw uses her heritage to tell stories and often
incorporates Southeastern symbols and nature themes into
her storylines.
“I believe that we are all collectors of stories,” Shaw said.
“Stories we collect through our lifetime shape the person we
are and the person we will become. I like to combine two
opposing things or ideas in one story to force our minds to
think differently.”
Shaw teaches art courses at the University of Central
Oklahoma. Her artwork has been showcased in many states,

32 ionOklahoma AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2014

including Oklahoma, Minnesota and Michigan.
Chickasaw Nation Welcome Center is at the southwest
corner of exit 55 on I-35. It has a lounge area, vending
machines, an outdoor children’s playground and dog park. For
more information, call (580) 369-4222 or go to
ChickasawCountry.com.
The Chickasaw Visitor Center, across the street from the
Artesian Hotel, is at the northeast corner of Broadway and State
Highway 7 in Sulphur. It includes a lounge area, gift shop and
multi-media video room. For information, call (580) 622-8050.
n

DINING
Red Rock Canyon Grill brings
Southwest flare to Lake Hefner
by Greg Horton

R

ed Rock Canyon Grill was the first Hal
Smith Restaurant at Lake Hefner, and it
has been the most consistent performer at
that location. Except for a fire that closed
the restaurant temporarily, Red Rock has remained
open as Red Rock since its grand opening.
Red Rock is a popular destination for many metro residents
because it has one of the best patios and best views in the city.
The patio on the north and west sides of the restaurant
overlooks the lake at sunset.
In addition to the excellent view, Red Rock puts out some
excellent food with a Southwest ﬂare. The restaurant is open for
dinner seven days a week, and there is a special menu for
brunch on Sunday. Perhaps the most unique of all the HSRG
concepts, Red Rock’s menu is full of items you can only get at
Red Rock.
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The rotisserie is one of the restaurant’s specialties, and the chicken is most and falling off
the bone. You can get the rotisserie chicken as a combo meal with beef tenderloin or St. Louis
style ribs. They are served with redskin mashed potatoes and sweet glazed carrots, but feel free
to sub on the sides. The sides at Red Rock are half the fun. Choose from couscous, deviled
eggs, or mushrooms, in addition to other choices.
Meatloaf is typically comfort food, the sort of stuff mom used to make and then ﬁnish with
ketchup on top. Red Rock elevates the dish and makes it one of the best things on the menu.
It’s a mixture of ground beef tenderloin and pork sausage, but it’s served spicy and topped with
a ﬁre-roasted tomato sauce that sets the perfect tone. This is the perfect dish to have with one
of Red Rock’s signature starters: iron-skillet cornbread.
That delicious rotisserie chicken is also the star in Red Rock’s John “B” Good chicken
enchiladas. Rotisserie chicken, Monterey Jack cheese, and a tangy salsa verde are stuffed into
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corn tortillas and served with pico, sour cream, and Red Rock’s own guacamole. If you are
super hungry, go for the steak and enchilada platter, served with Red Rock’s skirt steak.
For dessert, the key lime pie is a must. HSRG has been serving one of the best key lime pies
in the metro for decades, and Red Rock’s is no exception. The restaurant has also beneﬁted
from the recent change and upgrade to its wine menu, and a full bar is available.
The brunch menu has many of the same items, including the meatloaf and the enchiladas,
but a few items appear only on the brunch menu. Choose from omelets, tortilla soup, or Red
Rock’s delicious chicken pot pie. The crust is made in-house, and then ﬁlled with carrots, peas,
and herb-roasted potatoes. For a more traditional brunch, the quiche is a delicious bacon and
spinach served with two salsas.
Healthy and vegetarian options are available on the menu, including a seasonal vegetable
platter served with couscous, and Red Rock always has salmon and fresh ﬁsh options. n
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DINING
The Garage brings
to Oklahoma City
by Greg Horton

T

he Hal Smith Restaurant Group doesn’t
really have a burger concept, per se, but
The Garage comes closer than any of
their other restaurants. Yes, many of their
concepts do make very good burgers, including
Louie’s and Charleston’s, but The Garage
specializes in burgers.

A Bacon Bloody Mary at The Garage
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Executive Chef Brad Johnson began tinkering with burger
ideas back in 2010, mainly because the company had
stumbled on a great building they wanted to use in Norman.
The ﬁrst location was in that building at 307 E. Main in
Norman. Johnson eventually decided on ten signature burgers,
but with a twist.
The Garage allows customers to choose from ground Angus
beef, ground bison, ground turkey, or a garden (veggie) burger.
Burgers are a third pound, making them the perfect size for a
meal. If you want the condiments or toppings on the side, you
need to say so at the counter—it is a counter service concept,
so orders are placed before you sit down.
The burger menu begins with The Classic and a regular
cheeseburger and then immediately jumps into more elaborate

Above, Nachos accompany an Avocado-Bacon
Burger with Sweet Pototao Fries.
At right is The Garage’s Bacon-Cheese Burger

with fries.

combinations, many of which are
standard burger joint fare, like a fried
onion burger or a mushroom and Swiss
burger. Johnson came up with some
interesting and exciting combinations,
too.
The Spicy Sirracha Bleu Burger
capitalizes on the rising popularity of
Sirracha, a spicy pepper sauce that is
seeing unprecedented growth in the U.S.
Sirracha aioli is added to a burger with
fried onion and jalapenos and topped
with Bleu cheese crumbles.
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Left, The Garage’s Onion Burger.

New even by The Garage’s standards is the Pesto Burger.
This one is pretty simple, but delicious, because who doesn’t
love pesto? Your choice of protein is served with pesto aioli,
lettuce, red onions, and queso fresco.
Finally, for a heartier indulgence, try the BBQ Bacon Theta.
It’s a knife and fork burger for sure. Barbecue aioli, barbecue
sauce, bacon, pickles, and cheddar/jack cheese make it
messy, tangy, sweet, and delicious.
In addition to their burgers, The Garage makes excellent
tacos, which come in the same protein choices as the burgers.
Fish tacos are also available. The tacos are served “street
taco” style, and diners can choose ﬂour or
corn—ﬂour is the default. A side of chips and
salsa accompanies all the baskets, but you
can substitute the fresh cut fries for ﬁfty
cents.
There is an abundance of entertainment in
The Garage, including televisions, video
games, and even skee-ball. Because of the
sports and entertainment environment, you
will ﬁnd some sports bar style appetizers on
the menu, including nachos, chips and queso,

Right, The Garage’s slaw burger.
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four different styles of fries, and onion dip.
The Garage has a full bar with a ton of beer selections, both
import and domestic. A menu of specialty shots and cocktails
is also available, as are three wines by the glass.
In addition to the Garden burger, healthy options in the form
of salads are also on the menu. Diners can choose from three
different salad options. A children’s menu and small dessert
menu are also available. There are ﬁve metro locations, so
ﬁnding one nearby is pretty simple. n

Casey Twenter and Jeff Robison

PEOPLE

DARING DUO
Screenwriting partners Casey Twenter, Jeff Robison score
with ‘Rudderless,’ but their eyes are on the future
by Heide Brandes

A

ward-winning actor and director
William H. Macy once said of Oklahoma
City screenwriters Casey Twenter and
Jeff Robison that every time the guys go to
“the bathroom,” they come out with a new script.

The comment was sarcastic, but was meant to show how many
scripts the Oklahoma City writing duo put out. Both natives to
Oklahoma, Twenter and Robison are local film-makers who not
only managed to reach the incomparable Macy, but convince
him to take on their script “Rudderless” as his directorial debut.
Now, fresh from the Sundance Film Festival, “Rudderless” is
set to be released this year as a major motion picture, but the
two Okie boys are still writing… and working their day jobs.
“Rudderless” is a music-based drama about an advertising
agent who has to face up with the untimely death of his son.
Sam, played by Billy Crudup, finds out that his son had almost
magical musical talent, and he forms a band to bring his son’s
music to life.
Much like the writing duo, the film combines humor with
heartbreak, music with melodrama and entertainment with
seriousness.
It’s not the last film the boys are writing either.

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER ionOklahoma 41

William H. Macy, in his directorial debut, on the set of Rudderless, which was filmed in Oklahoma City and Guthrie.

THE ROAD TO RUDDERLESS
Casey Twenter is a funny, serious fellow who works as
a graphic designer at Funnel Design in Oklahoma City.
He and Robison met 12 years ago in a Fantasy Football
league, and Twenter learned Jeff had written a
screenplay.
“He wrote a screenplay as an act of catharsis,” said
Twenter. “He always wanted to do it, so he just did it.”
As an English teacher, Robison is no stranger to
writing. The screenplay was a comedy about golf, and
as Twenter talked about his passion for filmmaking, the
two formed a bond.
“When I was a kid, I wrote all the time,” Robison
said. “My dad bought me a Super 8 camera, and after I
was married, I got the Final Draft software and still use
it today. I just started writing. Casey wanted to write
too.”
The first screenplay the two wrote was “Bunion,” a
story about a “Napolean Dynamite” kind of character.
Soon, the two were writing screenplays left and right,
and today, the duo has 14 full screenplays completed.
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“We’ve been writing one that we just finished that we
will be producing ourselves,” Twenter said.
“Rudderless,” however, was a different story.
“Rudderless was about fathers and sons,” Twenter
said. “One of our big things is to include a sense of
humor – the message that even when awful stuff
happens, it’s okay to laugh. It’s okay to inspire and
manage to laugh even when the unthinkable happens.”
The screenplay focuses on the character Sam working
through the death of his son after discovering the mindblowing music his son created.
“We developed the idea of putting a father in a
downward spiral after losing a child, and then made
that child his savant son,” Twenter said. “He finds his
son’s music, and realizes his son could have been the
next great musician, the next John Lennon.”
“Both of us are fathers,” Robison said, “The
possibility of losing a child is just something you’re
prone to thinking about, and we wanted to write that.
But, we wanted to combine both humor and drama.”

THE MAGIC OF MACY
How “Rudderless” became a major motion picture
reads like a script itself. Twenter and Robison wrote the
first draft in three months in 2008. Twenter sent the
script to Macy’s agent.
“Casey sent the script to his agent, because we loved
Macy as an actor and had heard he wanted to direct,”
Robison said. “It was a fluke that we got through,
really. It rarely happens. A week later, we got on the
phone with him. It all comes down to money, though,
and once we told people we had some money
to put in, they started reading it.”
However, just having a big name director
doesn’t ensure success. For three and a half
years, Twenter, Robison and Macy talked to
people to try to get the film into production.
Finally, producer Keith Kjarval agreed to come
on board.
Finally, the film started production.
Macy acts and directs in the film, but big
name actors Felicity Huffman (Macy’s real-life
wife), Selena Gomez, Laurence Fishburne,
Billy Crudup and Anton Yelchin were cast as

well. The production was filmed in Oklahoma at places
like Hefner Lake and in Guthrie. The actors learned the
songs, performed the songs and committed to the roles.
All in all, filming “Rudderless” in Oklahoma had an
estimated $3.5 million economic impact to the state.
“I think (Macy) liked the idea of a rock and roll
movie, but he also liked the blend of drama and
comedy,” Twenter said. “It’s a very real story. One of my
issues with films is that they are either all light or all
gloomy – life isn’t like that, and our film deals with
dealing with tragedy, but also focusing on the good.”

Right, Billy Crudup’s character forms a band to play son’s
music in a scene from “Rudderless.”
Below, a scene from “Rudderless” with Selena Gomez and
Billy Crudup.

THE FUTURE
Although “Rudderless” is a success, the
writing duo has no plans to leave the Sooner
State. In fact, they are working on new
scripts and plan to independently produce a
horror movie in the coming months. One
script, “Swimming Lessons,” deals with the
parental love of an autistic child. Another
script, “Switching Gears,” is about two
estranged brothers traveling across country
on a couples’ bike.
“We hope to raise the money and shoot
that film in Oklahoma,” Robison said. n
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EVENTS
Oklahoma State Fair
celebrates 107th Year
of Daredevil Rides, Fair Food, Disney
by M.A. Smith

Daredevil rides, cotton candy and two-foot
corndogs are back for the Oklahoma State
Fair’s 107th birthday.
The Oklahoma State Fair runs Sept. 11-21, and gates open
at 8 a.m. Carnival attractions start noon on Monday, 1 p.m.
Tuesday through Friday and 11 a.m. Saturday and Sunday.
Buildings are open from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday through
Thursday and 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday and Saturday.
Outside Vendors are open from 10 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Sunday
through Thursday and from 10 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Friday and
Saturday.
Regular Admission costs $10 for adults ages 12 and older,
$5 for children ages 6-11 and free for children 5 and younger.
Season passes are available for $30.
The Oklahoma State Fair also sells advanced tickets July 5
through Sept. 10 at
www.okstatefair.com or by
calling 405-948-6800.
The Oklahoma State Fair kicks
off with an Opening Ceremony
from 5 to 5:20 p.m. at the 14
Flags Plaza ﬂagpoles.

Local schools and organizations will provide live
entertainment. Capitol Hill High School’s Naval JROTC class
will present this year’s colors.
Capitol Hill’s Drum Line, Dancing Diversity Company, Honors
Choir and the Oklahoma City Indian Princesses will provide
music and other entertainment.
Fairgoers attending the Opening Ceremony will be entered
for a chance to win season gate tickets and parking passes.

Concerts and Shows
Calling all Mousekateers, Disney on Ice presents “Let’s
Celebrate!”
Mickey Mouse and familiar Disney characters will entertain
children and the young at heart with a Valentine’s day Royal
Ball with Princess Tiana.
Jack Skellington and Disney’s Villains celebrate an early
Halloween, while Alice and the
Mad Hatter throw a Very Merry
UnBirthday Party. Even Lilo and
Stitch join the party with an
authentic Hawaiian luau.
Disney on Ice runs Sept. 11
through 16, with multiple shows

Fairgoers attending
the Opening Ceremony
will be entered for a
chance to win season
gate tickets and
parking passes.
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Disney On Ice, Jasmine will skate
with Aladdin in “Let’s Celebrate!”
at this year’s Oklahoma State Fair.

The Centennial Frontier (2010) – Cowboys, above, and Indian dancers, right.
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Country music legends, The Charlie Daniels Band (right(, will perform Sept. 20, and
Jarrod Niemann (above) will perform Sept. 19 at the Oklahoma State Fair.
Vertical Horizon (below) are also scheduled musical guests.

on most dates. Tickets go on sales July 5 and include gate
admission if purchased by Sept. 10.
Seats cost $32 for rinskside, $27 for box seats, $20 for
upper level reserved and $15 for upper level general
admission.
Country music legends, The Charlie Daniels Band, will
perform Sept. 20 at 7:30 p.m., and Jarrod Niemann will
perform Sept. 19 at 7:30 p.m.
Tickets go on sales July 5. Seating cost $27 for box seats.
Upper level seating costs $22 for adults and $20 for children
ages 2-11.

The City of AGtropolis
Meet the citizens of AGtropolis, an all-animal educational
event. This isn’t the typical petting zoo. Children learn about
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Above, Disney on Ice will present “Let’s
Celebrate!” at this year’s Oklahoma State Fair.
Right, Beatlemania will perform at the
Oklahoma State Fair.
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Baked goods compete in a past C&H Sugar Cake baking competition at the Oklahoma State Fair.

animals and nature from the residents of Oklahoma’s newest
township.
Each section of the tour is divided into communities that
teach children something different about animals, agriculture
and community.
“Communities” include Farmyard Follies, Butterﬂy Boarding
House, OSU’s Insect Adventure, Farmer For A Day, 3-Silos
Cinema, Honey Bee Haven, The Alpaca Experience, Goat’s Milk
Soap Making Demonstrations and Hand spinning
Demonstrations.
While there, don’t miss the opportunity to meet the
citizens – Chuck Flank A.K.A. Bullman, Dr. Meg Yolk, Mr. Al
Paca, Queen BeeAtrice, Ranger Billy and Kid Karryall, Dolly,
Scoops McPig and Tripsey.
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Competitions
No fair would be complete without a competition. This year
the Oklahoma State Fair has all the tried and true
competitions – plus a few extras.
Competitions include walk-up art contests, traditional
registered entries, equine and livestock shows, creative arts;
wine tasting, music and arm wrestling.
Some events require prior registration and entry fees, while
others are ﬁrst come, ﬁrst serve and free.
More information about the events and a complete schedule
is located on the fair’s competition site. n

Book Buzz
SUMMER’S BEST SLOW-BURNING SUSPENSE
by Lucie Smoker
Suspense slow-burns your brain, activates your survival instincts and sends your
pulse racing, your mind grasping for answers. Celebrate Hitchcock’s birthday on August
13 with the smokin’ charcoal of summer fiction. You won’t be able to stop reading.

Romantic suspense: Vanished by Kendra Elliott

Alfred Hitchcock

Tense, every moment counts when an 11-year-old girl, Henley, disappears on the way to
school. The FBI embeds Special Agent Ava McLane into the Portland family home where
local detective Mason Callahan has a personal connection: the mom is his ex.
With the clock ticking, both of them devote every breath to
finding Henley with a full FBI task force, local connections
and a falling-apart family.
If you like a basic thriller laden with sex, this is not it. If you
want gut-wrenching, emotional suspense with a dangerous
undertow of true passion, dive into Vanished.

Christian thriller: Hacker by Ted Dekker
In a book that pushes you to the edge of your seat—and your
faith—17-year-old Nyah is a computer hacker whose mother had a
terrible accident. She needs a $250,000 brain surgery. Nyah tries to
earn the money through corporate security hacking but when that doesn’t work, she applies
her skills to hacking the human mind.
What I find most grasping in this book is the underlying theme of
surrender. Where do you draw the line between control and giving in to
your faith? How hard is it for a hacker, an outlaw by nature, to truly grasp
letting go?
This book brings surreal science fiction home with that universal need to
help someone you love. A whole generation of caregivers might find its
concepts enlightening—but perhaps not everyone. Dekker’s work is deeply
Christian in its viewpoint, but in a way that even many Believers will find a
challenge. Try it.
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An all-star RedHawks reader recommendation:
Right-handed pitcher, Jason Stoffel from Tarzana California, enjoys the Jack
Reacher series by Lee Child. In the latest, Personal, (due out September 2)
Jack Reacher goes after an assassin on a vendetta against the French
president. Once before Reacher captured the expert sniper, but now he’ll have
to chase him from England to France and put him away for good.
25-year-old Stoffel says of the Reacher books, “They have good character
development, an entertaining plot, and are generally fun to read.”

Oklahoma YA Thriller: After Me by Joyce Scarbrough
Trapped in a Ferrari with a man she was teasing online, Jada
Celeste Gayle makes one more bad decision and ends up getting
killed—except she wasn’t supposed to die that way or right now.
Instead she’s sent to the Afterlife Detention Office where she’s
given an assignment: go back among the living as a Transdead and
stop the child predator who killed her. She can’t go to Heaven until
she completes her mission so she complies.
This is one of the more interesting paranormal concepts I’ve seen in a
while. The book reads like a thriller, fast and suspenseful, but with YA
angst. Recommended.

Gripping psychological mystery: Phantom Limb by Dennis Palumbo
Distant, egotistical former Playmate, Lisa Harland, gives celebrity psychologist, Daniel Rinaldi,
fifty minutes to stop her suicide—then she’s abducted from the steps outside his
office. Her kidnapping launches a slow unraveling of dirty, Harland-family
secrets and a media silence that only old money can secure.
Privilege and power collide with sex-trafficking and solid investigative work in this
traditional mystery from real-life Hollywood psychologist and screenwriter, Dennis
Palumbo. I loved the Harland ego, the loyalties and betrayals—and the
juxtaposition of insular Philadelphia with more wide-open locations like Hollywood
and Kanduhar, Afghanistan.
Most of all what makes a Rinaldi mystery unique is the psych element being so real,
straight from Hollywood confessions on-the-couch. The dialog and situations feel real
making the characters ring true. A former Welcome Back Potter writer, Palumbo has a
talent for working humor through the intrigue. Highest recommendation.
Lucie Smoker is a freelance writer and author of Kindle top-selling
murder mystery, Distortion. More at luciesmoker.wordpress.com
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TECHNOLOGY
Raising the 21st Century Kid – From Crib to Car
by Tom Nix, Verizon Wireless

T

oday’s kids are becoming “digital
natives” with their early adoption of
technology and seemingly innate
understanding of its power. Parents are
seeing firsthand the change in society as they
raise the technology generation. Verizon Wireless
understands the power of technology and as a
communications company has tips and tech
tricks to help raise the 21st century kid – from
crib to car.
From the moment a family ﬁnds out that they will soon have
a new addition, technology can assist in making the
transitions easy. Apps such as Belly Snaps
and Pregnancy Check List, can help
soon-to-be parents with prepping for
and understanding the changes that
are happening during pregnancy.
From the beginning, during the crib
stage parents are involved in their
new baby’s life in every aspect. Parents
always want to know what their infant
is doing and how they are doing. Instead
of sticking with the traditional radio-like
baby monitor, choose a piece of technology
like the DropCam, which allows you to
actually see your child through a
smartphone or
tablet. The
DropCam has
night vision, so you
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can watch your baby’s room at night, and even get abetter
view with the 8x zoom, which lets you zero in on any part of
the room. What is extra special about this Wi-Fi camera is
that it has a built-in mic and speaker, so you can talk with
your child while you are at work and the nanny is there.
Mobile technology can help your child’s education at any
age. Turn your Samsung Galaxy Tab 10.1 tablet into a
dynamic tech tool that can be used for daily reading through
the Amazon Kindle app or even ﬂashcard review through
STUDYBLUE. You can even transform your tablet into the
ultimate coloring book with the Crayola Digitools Deluxe
Pack, which eliminates the need for markers, colored pencils
and paint and allows your child to get creative –
without the mess!
When a child enters middle school, many
families give their young teen their ﬁrst
smartphone. This is a big step for a family, and to
help give Mom and Dad some reassurance Verizon
Wireless provides FamilyBase, which gives parents
complete access to how their child is using their
smartphone – particularly during school hours —
and can even keep tabs on the apps that have been
downloaded.
Eating at the table is a tradition some families still
enjoy, but many have to compete for their kid’s
attention. With a few taps within the FamilyBase
app, Mom and Dad can shut off their kids’
phones and manage their screen time.

High school is a time when
many teens are starting to
enjoy their newfound freedom.
Parents can relax knowing that
with Family Locator they can
simply push a button on their
smartphone or tablet
and gain access to
their teen’s location.
We all know kids and
teens are known for
losing their stuff; it just
comes with growing up and
gaining responsibility. One way to
relieve some of that stress is to connect your child’s important
items such as their house key and smartphone with the HTC
Fetch. With this piece of smart technology, you can learn the
location of the “missing item” with just a click of the app.
If you cannot take one more minute of your teen’s latest
music obsession, pick up a pair of SOL Headphones. This is a
gift that keeps on giving. Not only
will Mom and Dad be able
to enjoy some peace and
quiet, but your teen will
absolutely love the quality
and style of the
headphones.

the condition of their car. Dad can check in on
the diagnostics from his smartphone and can
give his daughter a call when the car needs
an oil change, and Mom can check in to see if
her newly licensed teen is driving safely when
out with friends.
In some ways, raising a child in the 21st
century is not that different than it was
20 years ago. Parents are still looking
for ways to enhance and supplement
their child’s education, and moms and
dads are still constantly worrying about
their teen when they’re driving. But with
the use of technology, Mom and Dad can breathe a little bit
easier knowing that they can pick up their smartphone and
Skype with their college kid or tap and few buttons and run
through their child’s weekly spelling words.
No matter your child’s age, the technology generation is here
to stay and with each passing year new technology is being
created and it just keeps getting better! n

As a parent, one of
hardest things you have
to do is trust your child
behind the wheel. Whether
they are a new driver or
you are sending them off to college a state away, the Delphi
Connect will be your saving grace when you are worried about
AUGUST/SEPTEMBER ionOklahoma 53

PLAZA FESTIVAL

The 2013 flash mob routine attracted a large crowd of participants. The routine is choreographed by
Shanno Primeau, owner of Everything Goes Dance Studio.
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COMMUNITY
gets busy with old favorites, new faces
On Sept. 27, visitors can explore art, performances, food
and children’s activities in the Plaza District
By Tim Farley
Photos courtesy of 16th Street Plaza District

F

un, food and good times will be in abundant supply when
the 16th Street Plaza District kicks off its annual festival
Saturday, Sept. 27, as visitors will again see a vibrant,
evolving neighborhood that continues to attract new
businesses.
“When the festival started (in 1998), it was a way to get people down here and
get the district on the map,” said Kristen Vails, executive director of the 16th Street
Plaza District. “It’s a day for families to come here and have fun. Plus, every year
there’s new restaurants and new shops for everyone to see.”
Since last year’s festival, the district has welcomed a new ice cream shop, craft
beer restaurant and Chiltepe’s Latin Cuisine.
Typically, the festival features 40 artists – all from Oklahoma - who set up booths
along NW 16th Street. There are also street performers, food and beverage trucks,
live music and children’s’ art activities.
The annual event, which in recent years has attracted 5,000 to 7,000 people,
celebrates the progress of the Plaza District, an area once blighted by urban decay,
but now boasts a renewed energy highlighted by creative and diverse cultures.
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“The businesses and the neighborhood look
forward to this because it brings in so many people.
For the businesses, it’s their biggest day of the year,”
Vails said.
Diana Harris, owner of Bad Granny’s Bazaar, said
bad weather doesn’t dampen attendance or the
spirits of the visitors.
“It rained last year and we still had our biggest
day of the year,” she said. “People are in here all day
long. It’s constantly busy. It’s awesome.”
To make her point about attendance, Harris said
the one-day festival is about four times larger than
the monthly “Live on the Plaza” events, which
typically draw about 2,000 people.
Sharon Primeau, owner of Everything Goes Dance
Studio, always looks forward to the festival because
of a ﬂash mob dance routine she choreographs each
year. The routine is placed on YouTube weeks before
the event so people can practice before the big
performance. Anyone is welcome to participate, she
said.
“This will be our fourth year to do it and people
love it. We’ll have 40 or 50 of our dancers plus
whoever joins the Flash Mob. It’s usually people of all
ages,” she said. “We like to get out there and share
what we do.”
Primeau’s dance students perform on the main
stage and on their own stage in front of the studio,
1721 NW 16th.
“Plaza Festival goers are the best audiences ever,”
she said. “It’s exciting for us because we have an
open door and people are welcome to come in and
tour our studio. We give it that extra shine for this
event.”
The festival begins at noon and ends at 10 p.m.
“During the ﬁrst part of the festival, it’s daytime
friendly with dance, music and comedy
performances,” Vails said. “In the evening, the music
Top, Comedy routines give festival guests a big laugh.
Bottom, Dance acts are a big part of the entertainment at
the Plaza District Festival.

Festival guests take in the artwork that is available for sale by 40 Oklahoma artists.

festival starts highlighted by four local bands.”
Names of the bands were not available at press time.
The Plaza District partners with the metropolitan
library system and the science museum to bring
children’s activities to the festival, Vails said. In
addition, four teaching artists help the youngsters with
their artwork thanks to a grant provided by the
Oklahoma Arts Council.
As attendance grows with each passing festival,
organizers are forced to play catch-up with the growth
and development of the area and the event.
“I’ve been here seven years and for the ﬁrst four it
was a dream to get that ﬁrst restaurant,” Vails said.
“In the last three, we’ve added at least one new
restaurant each year. We’re ﬁnding out there are issues
we need to address like parking and maintenance.”

“

The businesses and the
neighborhood look forward
to this because it brings in
so many people. For the
businesses, it’s their
biggest day of the year.”
— Kristen Vails
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Above, a nighttime view of last year’s festival.
Left, masks made by children are a popular item at the festival.

As Vails and Harris said, the Plaza District is “one big family,” which
leads some areas businesses to host their own activities, such as
fashion and art shows.
This year’s presenting sponsors are Fowler Volkswagen and Oklahoma
Employees Credit Union.
For more information about the 16th annual festival, visit
www.plazadistrictfestival.com. n
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FASHION
Fall fashion
A look at cool-weather trends

G

oodbye summer,
hello fall.

That welcome may be a little early, but
after months of shorts and sandals, most of us are
eager to see what the new season offers - from a
fashion point of view, that is.
Cindi Shelby, owner of R Meyers in Nichols Hills
Plaza, and Rita Manzelmann-Browne, senior buyer for
Miss Jackson’s in Tulsa, shared what they think
women will want to reach for when temperatures cool.
“The pantsuit is back, but it has been reinvented,
redeﬁned,” Shelby said.
It’s no longer the sexless, mannish suit of the past.
Now it might be feminine and ﬂuid or just a simple top
and pant of the same fabric. In either variation, it
looks fresh and new, she said.
So does active wear, thanks to a few details that
add sophistication. Jog pants and slouchy sweaters
appear in soft but dressy fabrics such as silk, lace
and charmeuse, said Manzelmann-Browne.
It’s a look that’s familiar but at the same time
unexpected. A sweatshirt, for example, accented with
sequins, beads or elaborate embroidery suddenly
becomes a top for evening, Shelby said.
And if you thought fur, both real and faux, was big
last fall, get ready to see it ﬂy everywhere in a few
months. “It’s on everything from sweatshirts to pants

Left, Tracy Reese abstract floral dress with full skirt from
Miss Jackson’s, Tulsa.
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to evening gowns,” Shelby said. It’s a
strong trend, and designers seem to
enjoy mixing it up in bold and
interesting fashion.
And while coats are a given in winter, this
season’s take is a bit different. Toppers and
outerwear are no longer just for keeping warm.
These statement-makers become “outﬁt
completers,” Shelby said.
Many of these toppers have an architectural feel
in keeping with the trend toward long and lean
vests and pencil skirts that hit just below the knee.
No fashion season is complete without a few
animal prints. Along with cheetah and leopard, now
considered classic prints, reptile really stands out,
especially on shoes.
Speaking of shoes, fall footwear is dressed up
with herringbone and tweed, perforated details,
embellishments and quilting, Manzelmann-Browne

Above, Robert Rodriguez textured top with hairy detail from Miss Jackson’s, Tulsa.
Left, a print skirt, turtleneck and knee-length coat from R Meyers.
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said. The bootie is still strong and sneakers were all over the
runways.
Other trends include knit dressing, a return to the 1960s,
menswear-inspired plaids, shearling, hairy fabrics and over-the-top
turtlenecks.
And what about color? While women in Oklahoma tend to love
bright colors, the palette falls on the darker side with emerald and
forest green, eggplant, mustard yellow, orchid, red, deep berry,
persimmon, royal blue and cobalt, as well as camel, gray, navy,
brown and black.
Shelby said she likes citron yellow as a go-to color to brighten
many pieces for the upcoming season. “Looks utterly chic in a colorblock dress focused on clean, simple lines,” she said.
— Linda Miller

Above, Laurel gray and citrine color-block dress
from R Meyers.
Right, Gray snakeskin print dress, matching top
and pants and knee-length coat, ivory top and
snakeskin skirt, all by Laurel from R Meyers.
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MUSIC

Turnpike Troubadours
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Medicine Stone Music Festival
debuts in Tahlequah
by M.A. Smith

O

klahoma plays host to many of the nation’s top
performers – Reba McEntire, Toby Keith and Carrie
Underwood. Now Jason Boland of The Stragglers and
the Turnpike Troubadours are setting the stage for a
new music hospitality.
Named for Tahlequah, Okla., founder Boland says the second annual Medicine
Stone music event “intends to serve as the premier outdoor music event in the
four-state area.”
“It gives them a chance to host a festival showcasing musical acts they can
relate to and be proud of. It’s the kind of festival I would want to go see,” Boland
said.
Last year was the inaugural event and thousands of Oklahoman visited
Tahlequah to take part in Oklahoma’s newest event.
“I knew the inaugural Medicine Stone was going to be fun, but I wasn’t quite
prepared for how great it actually turned out,” Roger Ray of Jason Boland and
the Stragglers said last year in a press release. “There are so many facets that
contribute to the event’s richness.
Located at the Diamondhead Resort in Tahlequah, next to the Illinois River,
Medicine Stone runs Sept. 12 through 14 and will feature music, food, camping,
canoeing, rafting and ﬂoating.
RC Edwards, bass player for the Turnpike Troubadours, said, “We play festivals
like this all over the country. It’s nice to bring one to our part of the world. It’s
also nice for the world to get a chance to see how beautiful Tahlequah is.”
Featured artists include Jason Boland and The Stragglers, the Turnpike
Troubadours, Todd Snider, Stoney LaRue, Cody Canada and The Departed,
GRAMMY nominated John Fullbright, the Red Dirt Rangers, Randy Crouch and
Jason Eady.
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Left, Jason Boland performs in 2013.
Above, the crowd responds to the musicians in 2013.

“The lineup is loaded with our favorite artists, most of
which are also our friends, heroes and comrades,” Edwards
said. “This festival is for the bands, as much as it is for the
fans.
“Everyone who played it last year had a blast. Most bands
are planning on staying all three days this year just to
hangout. You never know who you might see sing around a
campﬁre at Medicine Stone. That’s the kind of festival we
wanted and it’s what we got.”
Medicine Stone has several ticket options and packages
available. Individual day passes cost $20 for Sept. 11, $35 for
Sept. 12 and $35 for Sept. 13. Three-day access passes for
Medicine Stone costs $60.
The event has contracted with the Diamondhead Resort to
provide hotel accommodations and camping rentals.
For $75, the basic Roughin’ It Package includes one-person
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tent camping – no electricity or amenities – and a pass to the
event. Each camper must purchase a separate ticket. Guests
can bring their own RV or motor home for an additional $50.
For $845, the VIP Motel Livin’ Package for Four includes four
passes to Medicine Stone, a three-night stay in a hotel, free
transportation to and from the event to your hotel. Also
included are four merchandise swag bags and one customwrapped Medicine Stone acoustic guitar, autographed by all
the performers.
Other hotel amenity options also are available. Guest can
visit www.medicinestoneok.com to purchase tickets and learn
more about the event and performers. n

Located at the
Diamondhead Resort
in Tahlequah, next to
the Illinois River,
Medicine Stone runs
Sept. 12 through 14

SPORTS
Riverwind Casino Charity Golf Classic
brings hope to ill children
Tournament raises money for Cavett Kids Foundation, Bridges
By Tim Farley

A

s a hospital chaplain, Danny Cavett has
seen his share of youngsters die from
chronic illnesses, but he’s also
witnessed many others who survive and
thrive thanks to a charity established 17 years
ago in his name.
The Cavett Kids Foundation, known primarily for its six
summer camps and 10 annual events, has fulﬁlled a lifelong
dream for Cavett by creating a place where children battling
life-threatening and chronic illnesses can enjoy life. But that’s
not all. The youngsters are taught along the way how to cope
with their diseases and develop the character needed for
facing those challenges.
“I noticed we had a great opportunity to have some fun and
teach these kids,” he said. “Everything we do at the camps
and the other events has a teaching component to it. We don’t
want them to just survive, but to thrive.”
Cavett’s message sounds good, but the camps require
money and lots of fund raising. In late June, Cavett Kids
Foundation was one of two non-proﬁts that beneﬁted from the
annual Riverwind Casino Charity Golf Classic. The
tournament, played at The Trails Golf Club in Norman, raised
$27,800 for the foundation and $7,800 for Bridges, a
transitional living program that provides shelter to homeless
high school students in Norman.
Cavett isn’t shy about asking people for money that will be
used to help his kids.

“Mostly, I hit people up individually. They understand I’m a
chaplain so they know it’s a God thing,” he said. “We have no
big benefactor. I’ve gone to the docs and I’ve gotten small
grants.”
Cavett is director of pastoral care at OU Medical Center and
The Children’s Hospital in Oklahoma City. He also teaches
medical ethics at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences
Center.
Jenny Rogers, a former Cavett Kids camper, is now executive
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Now 30, Rogers has been in remission for the past 17 years.
While campers and counselors enjoy the experience, they
know too well that some of those same youngsters may not be
back the following year.
“Those (deaths) are tough,” Rogers said. “But we come
together as a second family. We get it. Obviously, grief is
involved but it’s also a celebration of that life and we get
out the funny photos and videos and laugh.”
The last funeral Rogers attended was for a 10-year-old
boy by the name of Clifford. His family framed a large
photograph of the boy and requested camp ofﬁcials take the
photo to Camp Cavett as a memorial to the boy who loved his
camping experience.

Bridges

director for the foundation. More than anyone else, she knows
ﬁrsthand the importance of the summer camps.
“The biggest thing is the kids ﬁnd a place where illness
does not deﬁne you,” she said. “It gives them a place where
they can feel normal.”
The largest camp, known as Camp Cavett, takes places at
Lake Texoma as an estimated 200 youngsters from all walks
of life and illnesses enjoy ﬁve days of fun in the sun, including
the popular bass and striper ﬁshing competition, which is led
by the ﬁnest ﬁshermen in Oklahoma and Texas. Cancer, heart
disease, kidney disease, GI disorders, sickle cell and lung
disease are among the most common sicknesses the children
must deal with. The patients attend the camps at no charge.
Other camps are designed for patients with speciﬁc
illnesses, such as heart and kidney disease. Ski Camp is held
at Winter Park, Colo., and is for teenagers disabled by cancer
while Camp Wildﬁre, a ﬁve-day retreat for children with Spina
Biﬁda, is held at DryGulch, USA, in Pryor.
“It’s a transformational experience for everyone involved,”
Rogers said, referring to the summer camps.
Looking back at her situation as a cancer patient at age 13,
Rogers remembers the beneﬁts of attending her ﬁrst Cavett
camp.
“It changed my whole perspective. My cancer was a
blessing,” she said.
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Meanwhile, a program designed to help homeless high
school students in Norman was the second beneﬁciary of the
golf tournament hosted by Riverwind Casino.
“These kids are homeless through no fault of their own,”
said Liz Hedrick, vice chairman of the nonproﬁt’s board of
directors. “Their families may be in crisis for several reasons
such as incarceration, death, addiction or maybe the parents
are homeless themselves. When that happens, these kids ﬁnd
themselves living in a car or couch surﬁng. For a lot of them,
they have no safe place to go and they’re so thankful for
everything we do.”
Whatever the reason, Bridges provides Norman teens with
affordable and safe housing, access to social services,
mentors and counselors, academic assistance and incentivebased savings accounts and college scholarships.
Ninety percent of the students in Bridges graduate high
school and pursue a college degree compared to 58.2 percent
of other Oklahoma seniors.
The program offers a 20-unit apartment complex that
includes a large student center with a computer lab and a
large group kitchen. Participants must work 20 hours a week
and contribute 30 percent of their income toward rent and
utilities, maintain good grades and stay out of trouble, said
Hedrick, a retired principal and former associate vice
president of administration at Oklahoma City University. The
program also provides ﬁnancial support to 10 other students
who live off-site.
“We have several students who went through the program
and received full ride scholarships to college,” she said.

“We’ve had one student who is now an intern at the White
House. We’ve had another student who became a medical
researcher and another who was the top freshman
engineering student at OU last year.”
Sometimes, there’s the occasional surprise for those who
operate the program. In one instance, a Bridges resident who
found himself involved in the gothic culture showed an
interest in art. He was mentored by an architect and now
works as a professional architect himself.
Most Bridges students are 16 or older, but the program
occasionally accepts 15-year-olds, Hedrick said. Typically, an
estimated 10 Bridges students graduate from Norman Public
Schools each year.

Riverwind responds
Kandi Link, assistant general manager at Riverwind Casino,
said she is overwhelmed at the work performed by volunteers
at both nonproﬁts.
“For starters both are local groups helping local people,”
she said. “Obviously, Cavett’s Kids Foundation is on a larger
scale helping kids from around the state and the world. To see
what they provide the kids beyond the medical necessities is
incredible.”
Clayton Stewart, senior marketing manager at Riverwind
Casino, said the casino and the Chickasha Nation, which
owns Riverwind, has worked to provide breakfast and dinner
meals for the Bridges program the last four to ﬁve years.
“These are kids who almost fall through the cracks so it’s
good to be able to help,” he said. n
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EVENTS
Shakespeare in the Park
by Heide Brandes

F

rom Sept. 11 to 27, the Oklahoma
Shakespeare in the Park will present the
ambitious Shakespeare classic
“Macbeth,” directed by Lance Marsh at
the Myriad Garden’s Water Stage.
Something wicked this way comes…. Tempted by the
prophecies of three mysterious witches, Macbeth’s ambition to
be King of Scotland leads him into a nightmarish world of evil,
deceit and murder.
According to Kathryn McGill, executive
and artistic Director of Oklahoma
Shakespeare in the Park, Shakespeare’s
Macbeth continues to be one of the most
popular plays performed today.
“Macbeth is one of our most popular
plays, and it continues to be popular for
many reasons,” she said. “It’s timeless.
It’s about ambition and what it can do
to people, and that theme resonates
with our lives today. It’s still pretty
contemporary.”
The beauty of Shakespeare’s plays,
she said, is that the themes are just as important in
modern times as they were when they were written. Holding
the performances outdoors at the Myriad Gardens also
encourages audiences to attend, whether they are
Shakespeare aﬁciandos or not.
“We have had very good crowds this season. It’s our 30th
anniversary season,” McGill said. “There are deﬁnitely
Shakespeare fans out there, but because we are outdoors,
people are more inclined to come and watch in a laid back
atmosphere. We like to maintain our informal settings.”
For the 2014 production of Macbeth, new Oklahoma City
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actor David Chrzanowski will play the
lead role. Other cast members include
“longtime Shakespeare in the Park
member Mandee Chapman-Roach will
play Lady Macbeth,” McGill said. “This is
a dream role for her.”
A special student matinee will be held
Sept. 30 at Oklahoma City Community
College Performing Arts Center.
The 2014 season of Shakespeare in the Park featured
“Twelfth Night,” “Antony and Cleopatra” and “Perciles” as
well as the company returned to its roots as an independent
theater. The decision to become an Equity theater by the
Actor’s Equity Association was a benchmark success for the
company.
In May of 2014, Actor’s Equity Association awarded
Oklahoma Shakespeare In The Park membership as a Small
Professional Theater. Representatives from AEA attended the
30th Anniversary Celebration and recognized the company as
the premier classical theater in Oklahoma.

Mary Buss, Richard Nelson and David Chrzanowski were the
ﬁrst Equity actors to work under the new contract.
Today, OSP is ﬁrmly established as one of Oklahoma’s
cultural treasures, entertaining and enlightening thousands
of Oklahomans year-around.
Oklahoma Shakespeare in the Park’s mission statement is
to produce bold, re-imagined, entertaining and accessible
interpretations of Shakespeare and the classics. OSP is
committed to promoting the highest level of artistic

excellence, to cultivating the widest possible audience and to
contributing to the economic and cultural growth of its
community, state and region through the professional theatre
experience and educational outreach programs.
OSP is a member agency of Allied Arts. OSP is also a
member of STAA (the Shakespeare Theatre Association of
America), the Institute of Outdoor Drama, the Arts Council of
Oklahoma City, the Assembly of Community Arts Councils, the
Oklahoma Community Theatre Association, and Frontier
Country Marketing Association. n

MacBeth
September 11-27
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COMMUNITY
OCCC hosts 125 art booths
at 36th annual Arts Festival
By Tim Farley

S

ome of the best artists from the Southwest will
showcase their talents during the 36th annual Arts
Festival Oklahoma Aug. 30-Sept. 1 at Oklahoma
City Community College.

As usual, there will be an abundance of visual art beneath the big tents,
performing artists on the stage and an array of food choices from concession
row. In addition, a children’s creative center will overﬂow with glitter and
glue, ribbon and yarn and paint and brushes as budding artists show off their
masterpieces.

Live music is one of the main attractions at the Oklahoma City
Community College festival.

“This is one of the largest, juried fall art festivals around,”
said Lemuel Bardeguez, director of cultural programs at
OCCC. “We showcase some of the strongest artists and
artisans around the nation.”
Some artists come from as far away as Canada, Alaska,
Florida and California, although most are from this area of the
country, he said.
Art categories include paintings, drawings, print making,
metal works, face painting, ﬁne crafts, glass art, jewelry,
watercolor, pastels, pottery, sculpture and wood art. More than
125 art booths will cover the OCCC campus this year.
“People need to check out this art buyer’s market,”

Bardeguez said. “The art we have is affordable and high
quality.”
As in previous years, the Oklahoma City Philharmonic will
perform on the outdoor stage Sunday, Sept. 1 prior to a muchanticipated ﬁreworks show. The performance will feed into the
college’s new performing arts theatre so those who can’t bear
the heat can enjoy the live music in an air-conditioned
setting. Continuous entertainment is scheduled for the threeday festival.
“We will showcase largely community groups from around
Oklahoma,” Bardeguez said.
A new twist to this year’s event is the showing of the
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remastered, 1958 version of the movie “Oklahoma!” starring Shirley Jones.
“For people who saw the original on the big screen, this will be fun to see,”
Bardeguez said.
The movie will be shown in the college’s new performing arts theatre at
1:30 p.m. each day.
On Sept. 1, a festival fundraiser is slated inside the performing arts
theatre. Tickets are $45 and include free food and adult beverages.
A festival wouldn’t be complete without food from a variety of vendors,
including traditional fare such as funnel cakes, turkey legs and snow cones.
Guests can also enjoy Mexican, Greek and German delicacies, plus other
ethnic offerings.
The annual festival is held at the north end of the OCCC campus, SW 74th
and May Avenue. Admission is free. Festival hours are from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
on Aug. 30-31 and from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the ﬁnal day. The Philharmonic
performance and ﬁreworks show is the event’s ﬁnale. n

Young girls enjoy a painting project
after having their faces decorated.
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Above, the crowd enjoys the vendors and exhibitors at the 2013 OCCC Arts Festival.
Below, a festival guest gets a close-up view of the arts and crafts from the 2013 show.
Below right, an art patron shows off her prized purchase at last year’s event.
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ENTERTAINMENT
DIGITALLY REMASTERED TODD-AO

2014 WIDESCREEN VERSION
The beloved classic ,

which originally
debuted in 1955 to rave
reviews, recently made a resurgence,
warming hearts all over again! Digitally re-mastered in it’s widescreen version,
Oklahoma! took to the screen again at the 2014 TCM Film Festival in the famous
Hollywood Grauman’s Chinese Theater to an audience of over 1,100 on April 10, 2014.
Through a partnership of sponsors, we are excited to offer the
opportunity to showcase this classic for screenings in
your community from September 2014
through May 2015.

Gordon MacRae
and Shirley Jones,
1955
Shirley Jones, 1955
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Robert Osborne and Ben Mankiewicz, movie critics

Understanding that the needs and resources of each community are different, we will
gladly assist you in customizing your event through our available resources and help guide
you to a successful screening!
Some of the resources in place to aid in the production of your screening:
• Event ticketing options
• Customizable media and promotional package
• Digital projector and screen rentals available
• Sponsors for the movie viewing and ticketing expenses
• Memorabilia (including the original surrey) and freestanding displays for a
reception or press conference
• Special on-screen greeting from Gov. Mary Fallin, Lt. Governor Todd Lamb and
Shirley Jones recorded for our speciﬁc tour
So what’s next? Select your local venue and date, determine if you would like to appoint a
local charity as a beneﬁciary, plan how many viewings you would like throughout your
selected date(s) as well as any other detail to help create the event you envision.
Commitments made by July 21, 2014 will receive 6 tickets to the Oklahoma City
reception and screening event at OCCC on August 28, 2014.

Ben Mankiewicz and Robert Osborne, movie critics

Leonard Maltin, movie critic

Shirley Jones at the
Turner Classic Movie
Hollywood Film Festival 2014.
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Oklahoma’s favorite “Laurey” Shirley Jones is coming to
celebrate the recent Twentieth Century Fox ﬁlm
restoration of the 1955 movie OKLAHOMA! at OCCC
on August 28, 2014.
ALMOST 60 YEARS LATER
The Lady returns to Oklahoma this time in a Special Guest Appearance for
the Premier Screening of the movie Oklahoma! Todd-AO widescreen version.
Recently on April 10, 2014 Turner Classic Movies very successfully screened
the movie Oklahoma! to an audience of more than 1,100 people at their Annual
Film Festival in Hollywood.

The best way to start any day is to remember Shirley Jones
who sang “Oh What A Beautiful Morning” in the world classic
ﬁlm Oklahoma! With Gordon MacRae as a co-star Curley, the
two introduced the Rogers and Hammerstein musical to
people worldwide.
The Shirley Jones success story could not have been more
perfect if it were planned by one of Hollywood’s most famous
studio press agents. Born in Smithtown, PA with a population
of 900 people and the Jones family who were brewers of the
popular local “Stoney’s Beer.”
At a young age Shirley worked during the summers at the
Pittsburg Playhouse Theater. At the age of 18 Shirley was
encouraged to sign up for the Miss Pittsburg competition and
took the crown in 1952.
Later in 1952 Shirley received a call from a friend who told
her the Rogers and Hammerstein show South Paciﬁc, then on
Broadway, would be having open auditions to replace two
parting chorus members. Shirley took the fateful bus ride
downtown to the New York City St. James Theater and the line
was loaded with showbiz hopefuls. When Shirley ﬁnally got to
the front of the line she sang “The Best Things In Life Are
Free.”
“Please wait,” the man said. Another audition request,
another line and another song to sing followed. Finally after
the fourth song request, Shirley heard a voice from the back of
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the darkened theater. “Thank you, Miss Jones, for being here
so long. If you don’t mind I would like to call my partner Mr.
Hammerstein, and that he come down here and hear you
sing.” “Oh sure,” the always gracious Shirley said, “And what
is your name”? His name was Richard Rogers and the rest of
the story is history.
Mr. Hammerstein arrived and the Shirley Jones whirlwind
began. Put under an immediate personal management
contract to the Rogers and Hammerstein partners — the ﬁrst
and last time ever— it was not even fully a year later that 19
year old Shirley Mae Jones was screen testing in Hollywood
along with the heavyweight likes of Kathryn Grayson, Debbie
Reynolds, and Jane Powell for the coveted role of Laurey in the
1955 ﬁlm version of the long running Broadway Play
Oklahoma! Shirley got the part and many others followed,
including roles in Carousel (1956), April Love(1957), The
Music Man(1962), an Oscar for her role as Lulu Bains, the
prostitute who co-starred with Burt Lancaster in Elmer
Gantry(1960) and then on to the head of The Partridge Family.
Her movie, television, and stage roles, record breaking
Broadway run, two recentt Emmy nominations, and an
ongoing career of symphony concerts and speaking
engagements world wide has earned Shirley Jones an
incandescent place in the hearts of all Americans that seems
to never go away. n
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ENTERTAINMENT

by M.A. Smith

O

klahoma City children are movin’ and
groovin’ at the second annual Wiggle
Out Loud music festival.

Chris Wiser, Wiggle Out Loud founder and event chair, says
he started the annual event to get children moving and have a
little fun at the same time.
“We wanted to host a festival where people could come and
have a great time and do things together as a family. As a
member of the Sugar Free Allstars, I have played many family
music festivals all over the country and wanted to be able to
provide that same kind of experience in our community as
well.
In addition to providing high quality music for the entire
family we are also promoting healthy lifestyles and creativity
with a variety of healthier food truck options, exercise and
movement activities and art and music activities,” Wiser said.
Wiggle Out Loud runs 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sept. 11 at the
Bicentennial Park in downtown Oklahoma City.

Genevieve Goings and the
Choo Choo Crew Dancers
Genevieve Goings is getting wiggly with it in Oklahoma City.
Wiggle Out Loud recently announced the Disney Junior
performer would headline this year’s festival.
Known best as the hip-hop train conductor from Choo Choo
Soul, Goings and the Choo Choo Crew Dancers will perform
familiar Disney songs from Choo Choo’s soundtrack.
“We are good friends with Genevieve and she puts on a
great show,” Wiser said. “Also a lot of kids watch her on
Disney Jr and would be super excited to have the opportunity
to see her in person.”
Choo Choo Soul is the brainchild of “ToeJam & Earl” game
developer Greg Johnson. While recording audio for his new
game, he met Goings, and they recorded “Choo Choo Soul.”
Disney heard the album and invited her to be the voice for a
new Disney Junior show. Now Goings performs around the
nation, encouraging children to get on their feet and have a
little fun.
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Children will have a chance to meet Goings and her crew
at a meet and greet immediately following the
performance.
Oklahoma City’s Sugar Free Allstars and Adam and Kizzie
also will perform main from Los Angeles and the Doo Dads
from Kansas City and Monty Harper from Stillwater, Okla.,
also will entertain during the main stage events.

Movin’ and Grovin’
Wiggle Out Loud continues its party themed event
with tents that encourage a love for music and
healthy living.
“It’s important to us to show people that it is
possible to have a fun family event with interactive
activities that promote movement and enrichment

Top, Adam and Kizzie
Left, the Doo-Dads
Below, the Sugar Free Allstars

of minds, and that the typical fried ‘fair
food’ type concessions don’t have to be their
only options,” Wiser said.
Tents include an Instrument Playground, a
hands-on activity-offering child kids the
chance to play real orchestral instruments;
Garage Band, a recreation of what it’s like to
be in a real rock band and Stomp Experience,
the chance for children to get loud and jump
around – without annoying their parents.
“Music enriches our lives and makes us
smarter, and we want folks to see that there is
so much more variety in the kids/family music
genre than ever before,” Wiser said.
Wiggle Out Loud also will feature hands-on art
and crafts activities, including a tent dedicate
just to body art, balloons and bubbles.

The Mini Deluxe Arts Fair will sell local
arts and crafts from The Little Bubble,
California Jane, The Okay See and
Bumbleﬂuff.
Local food vendors join the fun this year
with healthier menu selections. Vendors
attending this year’s festival include
MotoChef, Urban Agrarian, Crepe Brewers,
Hall’s Pizza Kitchen, Big Truck Tacos, The
Loaded, t, an urban teahouse, Elemental
Coffee and Organic Squeeze.
Peach Crest Farm and The Wedge Pizzaria
will provide courtesy fresh cantaloupe. And
Organic Squeeze will offer a “make your own
lemonade” stand. n
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No Access Is No Option
Sam Curtis, Specialty Telecommunications Services brings
broadband to rural Oklahoma

M

by Tim Farley

ore than 15 million American households have
limited or no access to the Internet, which is a
fact that frustrates Samual Curtis.

Curtis, an engineer and owner of Specialty Telecommunications Services
in Oklahoma City, is passionate about expanding the Internet, or
broadband access, to the outer limits of the state’s rural areas where many
people either are underserved or not served at all. Some remote areas lack
the technological infrastructure that enables residents to reach out and
touch anybody in the world, he said.
“In many cases, you might have dial-up, DSL, or no option at all,” said
Curtis. “When someone is underserved, it’s like holding a chocolate bar in
front of them and they just can’t get it. It’s almost worse than being
unserved. If you’re unserved, you’re disconnected from today’s world.”
Having broadband access is considered a basic human right, according
to the United Nations, and according to Curtis it’s also a business
necessity.
“If you’re buying or selling a product, you need the Internet. If you don’t
have access, it hinders your ability to get information. It’s like needing a
car. You need an Internet connection,” he said.
As a result, Curtis remains on a mission to help his customers get their
product to the end user, people at home looking to connect to Netﬂix,
YouTube, the Web or their email. STS does that by developing
telecommunications networks for telephone companies that ultimately
deliver the broadband access to their customers.
“The real obstacle is the delivery of that access,” he said, referring to
the lack of infrastructure in many parts of Oklahoma and the nation.
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Broadband
“
technology doesn’t
know if you’re rural
or urban.”
— Sam Curtis

“What we have found is that broadband technology doesn’t care if
you’re rural or urban. People in all areas have the same Netﬂix or
YouTube desires. Customers are making the adjustment from being
told what they can watch (on traditional cable and network television)
to having unlimited streaming choices. The Internet is enabling the
end user to be choosy what they want (to watch).”
But that’s not all. Curtis is focused on the broadband access issue
so school-age youngsters living in outlying areas can compete on a
level playing ﬁeld with their urban counterparts.
“All of these kids should be able to get on the computer, hit
Wikipedia and do research. It makes everything even,” he said. “But in
too many situations, high-speed broadband access is the advantage
urban kids have over rural kids.”
Nationally, the urban-rural divide was approximately 12 percentage
points in 2009, with 54 percent of rural households adopting
broadband access compared to 66 percent in urban areas.
In Oklahoma, broadband availability in rural areas increased
dramatically during a six-year study period from 2003 to 2009. In
2003, only 39 percent of rural households had Internet access
compared to 81 percent in urban areas. Six years later, the divide
dwindled substantially with 90 percent of rural households and 91
percent of their urban counterparts having broadband access.
In 2011, Oklahoma’s state government took a major step to improve
its information highway by launching an interactive map pinpointing
areas of the state that have broadband service. The $4.9 million
project was part of the Oklahoma Broadband Initiative, which was
under the direction of the Ofﬁce of State Finance. The map showed
several rural areas where broadband access was non-existent.
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In August 2013, the state launched Oklahoma Community
Anchor Network, which provides broadband access to 33
anchor sites in rural Oklahoma, such as colleges and
universities, hospitals and CareerTech centers.
Yet, in some rural, remote areas, traditional methods of
providing broadband access to individual households can be
limiting. That’s why Curtis and STS use a variety of ways
including ﬁber, wireless or a hybrid of ﬁber and wireless to
build those networks.
STS also is expanding its customer base by serving oil and
gas ﬁrms and power companies with specialty networks,
Curtis said.
For example, oil and gas companies rely on accurate
monitoring of data from its rigs, valves and pump stations in
order to make operating decisions.
“They need to know if the ﬂow meter is working and
how much product is going
through there at a particular
time,” he said.
With Kiowa and Cherokee blood
in his veins, Curtis has worked
with Native American tribes in
Arizona, Nevada and New Mexico to
develop business networks that
help streamline operations.

Cell industry expansion
As the telecommunications industry expands, additional cell
towers are needed, which is a staple of the STS business
model.
“We help with the site acquisition and environmental
issues, tower design and actual erection of the tower, radios
and dishes” Curtis said.
On a smaller scale, Curtis and STS engineered the cell tower
that was used at the Senior U.S. Open golf tournament at Oak
Tree National in Edmond last month.
Working as a consultant for cell tower owners, Curtis has
learned to deal with numerous federal agencies that focus on
public safety, historical site issues and endangered species
concerns. In some cases, tower construction must include bird
diverters that keep the ﬂying fowl from certain death. There
are also potential wetlands disturbances and the protection of
endangered species such as the
American Burying Beatle, which got
Curtis’ attention during a recent
tower design in southeastern
Oklahoma. n

Curtis and STS use
a variety of ways
including fiber,
wireless or a hybrid
of fiber and
wireless to build
those networks.
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Specialty Telecommunications Services (STS) owner and founder Sam Curtis, left, participates in a Kiowa Nation tribal blessing ceremony for the
Pauls Valley cell tower that STS designed. The tower is one of 30 towers funded through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. Curtis
is a member of the Cherokee Nation and was honored with membership in the Kiowa Nation. (Submitted Photo)
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The INSTITUTE FOR ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN’s PEACE THROUGH BUSINESS ® Program 2013 Graduating Class
Pictured with dignitaries: H.E. Ambassador of the Republic of Rwanda to the U.S., Mathilde Mukantabana; Charlene Lake, AT&T Senior Vice President Public
Affairs & Chief Sustainability Officer; Hon. Mrs. Sultana Hakimi, Spouse of the Afghan Ambassador to the U.S.; Dr. Terry Neese, Founder/CEO IEEW;
Mary Millben, Broadway Actess & Singer/Global Ambassador for Education Africa; Dr. Kevin Fegan, President, Northwood University Texas Campus

investing in a peaceful future
It is widely acknowledged that economically stable societies have a much greater capacity for peace.
Since 2006, the PEACE THROUGH BUSINESS® program has educated women business entrepreneurs
in war torn countries such as Afghanistan and Rwanda, graduating over 400 students. As of 2013, 80%
of our students are still growing their businesses, working to create an atmosphere where peace is possible.
Learn more about how you can help us educate and empower women at ieew.org.

INSTITUTE FOR ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN
2709 W. I-44 Service Rd. Oklahoma City, OK 73112 | P 405.943.4474 | F 405.606.4855

WINE
New Wines Appeal to
Diverse Groups
Greek, Deadly Sins and Art combine
for unique wine experiences
by Greg Horton

O

klahoma receives a dizzying
amount of new wine nearly every
month. In fact, the sheer number
of new products that hit the shelf
is probably roughly equal to the number that
disappear, whether from depletion, sold out
vintage or loss of representation.
That means there are always new things on the
shelf, but tracking all the changes is impossible.
This month, we are going to do our best to
highlight three trends that are worth watching in
new wines, and we have one for the wine geeks,
one for the artists and aesthetic types, and one
for the traditionalists.
It is a very nice cross section of different, new
wines that will appeal to diverse groups.

It’s Greek to Me
Greek wines are ﬁnally making their way to
Oklahoma. Most of the wine professionals we
speak to tell us something very consistent
about ordering wine in a restaurant or wine
shop: pronunciation is intimidating.
In other words, it is far easier and more likely
that someone will ask for a “house wine” or
common varietal (glass of Chardonnay) than

that they will order something called
Assyrtiko off a list.
David Lack, owner of Broadway Wine
Merchants (824 N. Broadway), hopes to
help demystify the experience of trying
Greek wine.
These are some of the oldest and best
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The photos are retro design, and given the recent obsession
Tarantino has had with grind house and blacksploitation
ﬁlms, we are left to wonder if the inspiration is spreading in
California.
The labels are beautifully done, and the wine inside is the
same in all twelve versions. Machete is not meant to be
subtle, so look for heavily extracted fruit, tannins, and plenty
of over the top taste.
It’s big, really big.

The Fifth Deadly Sin

wines in the world, but the labels can be
intimidating, even to the advanced wine
nerd, as this is the ﬁrst time we have had
them in Oklahoma.
Lack brought in every Greek wine
available and will have them in one
section. He has also trained his staff to
walk customers through the process. Do
yourself a favor and give one of these a try.
Most are under $20.

Art for Wine’s Sake
Many wine lovers are familiar with the
Orin Swift line of wines, whether via
Papillon, The Prisoner, Locations, Abstract,
Mercury Head or the bold, rich Machete, Swift makes wines
that appeal to lovers of big, dense, ripe wines.
The highly praised 2012 vintage of Machete—Petite Sirah,
Syrah, and
Grenache—comes with a new look, most notably the
twelve possible labels.
The labels, featuring a friend of winemaker Dave
Phinney’s wife, look for all the world like an homage to
1970s “blacksploitation” ﬁlms, featuring a barely clad
actress sporting a machete.
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Wrath was Brad Pitt’s ﬁnal sin in David Fincher’s brilliant
ﬁlm “7even,” but here it’s a new-to-thestate line of traditional California style
wines.
The Thomas family references Virgil’s
“Aeneid” in their promotional literature,
primarily because they believe wine is a
product of human and superhuman
(gods, weather) forces.
Four of these Southern California
wines are now available in Oklahoma,
including a Sauvignon Blanc,
Chardonnay and two Pinot Noirs,
one a single-vineyard project, the
Tondre Grapeﬁeld 2011 from
Santa Lucia Highlands.
The Wrath wines will
appeal to traditionalists—the
winemakers love French oak—
but they are not so over the top
California that they can’t be
enjoyed more widely.
The Pinots are big, fruity and
brawny, but the Sauvignon
Blanc shows great balance
and subtlety. n

TRAVEL
AT THE TOP OF THE WORLD AT

YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK

TRAVEL

AT THE TOP OF THE WORLD AT
YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK
Easy day hikes, children’s programs
make Yosemite a popular
destination for fall
by Heide Brandes

T

Yosemite Falls
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he hike up the Sentinel Dome in the
Yosemite National Park seemed impossible
from a distance.

The huge rounded dome of limestone jutted up from the trail like
an intimidating monolith, and as we hiked past the conifer trees
that smelled like vanilla, we wondered how on earth anyone would
be able to scale that giant, round rock face to get to the top.
Of course, passing elderly hikers who raved about the view from
the top of Sentinel Dome not only proved that it could be done, but
that if older visitors with canes could do it, anyone could.
Luckily, the backside of Sentinel Dome isn’t as sheer as the side
viewed from the trail, and after scrambling up the structure, you
stand frozen in awe.
You are on top of the world. The top of Sentinel is a 360 degree
view of the great Sierra Nevada Mountain range with some of
Yosemite’s most recognizable mountains on one side and an endless,
craggy and foggy mountain tops going on for what seems forever on
the other.
The great Yosemite Falls is a tiny ribbon of white from this view. El
Capitan and Half Dome still reign as the kings of the Yosemite
Valley, but from as high up as we were, the green, gray and purples
of California’s Yosemite National Park were laid before us like
blanket.
Yosemite National Park, located in eastern California, is one of the

most impressive wilderness areas in the world – and the most
popular.
First protected in 1864, Yosemite National Park is best
known for its waterfalls, but within its nearly 1,200 square
miles, you can ﬁnd deep valleys, grand meadows, ancient
giant sequoias, a vast wilderness area and much more.
Yosemite gets 2.5 to 3 million visitors a year and is
considered an ultimate family experience.
The summer is the peak season for Yosemite, and the
crowds can be overwhelming. However, early fall presents a
perfect time to explore on of America’s treasures – and you
might even be able to get a reservation at the Yosemite Valley
campgrounds.
Yosemite offers an adventure for everyone - You can go

Top, El Capitan.
Above, a visitor takes in the fragrance of pine.
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rafting, hiking, backpacking, horseback riding, bicycling, swimming,
ﬁshing, climbing, exploring, downhill skiing, cross-country skiing, ice
skating, camping, picnicking, engage in photography, art, astronomy
and nature studies.
I was only in Yosemite for two days, and that wasn’t nearly enough
time to explore the 1,200 miles of mountains, valleys, lakes or cliffs.
So, for those with only a few days to spare, here are the best day hikes
in Yosemite that give you a taste of the waterfalls, vast meadows,
breathtaking vistas and more.

EASY DAY HIKES IN YOSEMITE
LOWER YOSEMITE FALLS – 1 MILE EASY
If you do only one hike at Yosemite, this is the one to do. The Lower
Yosemite Falls trail runs from the Yosemite Visitors Center along a
well-paved path to the base of one of America’s tallest and most
magniﬁcent waterfalls. This waterfall is a total of 2,425 feet from the
top of the upper fall to the base of the lower fall, making it the sixth
highest waterfall in the world.
The Lower Yosemite Fall is the ﬁnal 320-foot drop of this. The sound
of roaring, falling water is deafening in the spring and early summer
when the snows create astonishing melts, but this short, easy walk
leads to one of the most spectacular views of the park.
Though fall is a wonderful time to explore Yosemite National Park,
this waterfall is often dry from late from August through October, but
still worth the hike.

BRIDALVEIL FALLS - .5 MILES
When visitors drive into Yosemite Valley, the spraying, ethereal
Bridalveil Falls is often the ﬁrst waterfall they see. This 620-foot
waterfall is famous for its swaying and light ﬂow, and the trail to its
base is short, but very steep.
The trail runs from the parking area to the base of this waterfall,
which is open year-round. When the water is at its peak in spring
and early summer, you can expect to get wet, but it gets very icy
and very slick in winter.
If you love waterfall views, this is a great little hike – stay off
the boulders at the base of the fall, because they are
incredibly slick all year round.

THE FOUR-MILE TRAIL – 4.7 MILES

Giant Sequoyah

This longer day hike trail is one of the most popular
hikes of Yosemite, and it’s easy to see why.
Hikers are treated to a vast view of Yosemite Valley
on this trail, which climbs from the valley ﬂoor near

Above, valley floor tours take place in the
summer.
Left, a view of the Yosemite Valley

the Swinging Bridge to the south valley rim at Glacier Point.
Hikers pass all the landmarks that Yosemite Valley’s famous for.
From Swinging Bridge, travel a mile or so in to see Yosemite
Falls in its all its magniﬁcence. The trail also gifts hikers with
little-known views of Cathedral Rocks and El Capitan. From
there, the path heads righty under Sentinel Rock up to the
remarkable views of Tenaya Canyon to Half Dome, Clouds
Rest, North Dome and the Royal Arches

SENTINEL DOME HIKE – 1.1 MILES
The trail to the base of Sentinel Dome is a somewhat easy
1.1-mile hike that begins at the same trailhead as the Taft
Point trailhead. These trailheads are located 6 miles from
Bridalveil Creek in Yosemite Valley on the Glacier Point road.
Once you reach the base, you can hike the less-intimidating
northeast granite slope to the summit. Spend an hour on the
summit enjoying the view of the stunning surroundings, gaze
upon the skeletal remains of the famous Jasper Pine that was
killed by lightning and face the wind.
Watch out for the ground squirrels though – they’ll sneak
right up to you to snatch a bit of lunch if you aren’t watching.

MIRROR LAKE HIKE – 2 MILES
If your idea of heaven is a pleasant valley full of shining
lakes and rainbow wildﬂowers, this is the hike for you.
It’s an easy hike on a paved service road for the ﬁrst miles
that leads directly to Mirror Lake. For those who want to
experience more of the magic, access a loop trail at this point
that runs along a gurgling creek past the lake and crosses
two bridges.
The trail then passes the Snow Creek Trail junction before
returning to Mirror Lake. The lake is at its fullest during spring
and early summer, but the lake reﬂects the surrounding
mountains and cliffs in its surface.
In the summer, the lake dries up and is given the nickname
“Mirror Meadow” due to the waving grasses that grow in the
lake bed.
Still, it’s an easy, lovely little hike.

YOUTH PROGRAMS
Yosemite National Park offers numerous programs for kids
and families, from night tours to nature study.
Programs for Families in Yosemite National Park include
storybook hours that include stories about the plants, animals
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Above, a dead Jasper Pine helps frame the view.
Left, the Yosemite Falls.

and people of Yosemite; a ﬁreside storytelling time and a Night
Prowl, where kids can explore Yosemite under the night sky on a
guided nocturnal adventure.
The Great Yosemite Family Adventure brings families to Yosemite
Valley on a guided treasure hunt with GPS units through
September. The award winning Junior Rangers Programs, one of
Yosemite’s top kids’ attractions, allows kids ages 3 to 13 to explore
the park and earn the badge of honorary park ranger.
Another fun attraction for children is Ranger Ned’s Big
Adventure, an interactive and educational children’s play by The
Traveling Lantern Theatre Company at the Curry Village
Amphitheater through September 1.
For the dreamers in the family, the Starry Skies over Yosemite /
Wawona event allows kids and their family to take a cosmic journey
under the stars in Yosemite Valley or the Wawona Hotel. n
For more information on Yosemite National Park or the children’s
programs, visit http://www.yosemitepark.com/

96 ionOklahoma AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2014

ENTERTAINMENT

Cooper Grodin (as Phantom) shows his love to Julia Udine
(as Christine Daae). The show comes to Oklahoma City
beginning Aug. 27 at the Civic Center Music Hall.
(Photo by Matthew Murphy)

Phantom cast performs Masquerade. (Photo by Alastair Muir)

Christine Daae visits with Raoul (played by Ben Jacoby).
(Photo by Matthew Murphy)

August 27 - September 7
Civic Center Music Hall
Madame Giry (played by Linda Balgord) makes her point known.
(Photo by Matthew Murphy)
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