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2015 Oklahoma Sooners Football Schedule

DATE

OPPONENT

LOCATION

Sat., Sept. 5

Akron

Norman

Sat., Sept. 12

Tennessee

Knoxville, Tenn.

Sat., Sept. 19

Tulsa

Norman

Sat., Oct. 3

West Virginia*

Norman

Sat., Oct. 10

Texas*^

Dallas

Sat., Oct. 17

Kansas State*

Manhattan, Kan.

Sat., Oct. 24

Texas Tech*

Norman

Sat., Oct. 31

Kansas*

Lawrence, Kan.

Sat., Nov. 7

Iowa State*

Norman

Sat., Nov. 14

Baylor*

Waco, Texas

Sat., Nov. 21

TCU*

Norman

Sat., Nov. 28

Oklahoma State*

Stillwater, Okla.

* - Big 12 Conference game
^ - AT&T Red River Showdown at
Cotton Bowl

2015 Oklahoma State Cowboys Football Schedule

DATE

OPPONENT

LOCATION

Thu., Sep 03, 7:00 PM

Central Michigan Chippewas

Mount Pleasant, MI

Sat., Sep 12, 6:30 PM

Central Arkansas Bears

Stillwater, OK

Sat., Sep 19

UT San Antonio Roadrunners

Stillwater, OK

Sat., Sep 26

Texas Longhorns

Austin, TX

Sat., Oct 03

Kansas State Wildcats

Stillwater, OK

Sat., Oct 10

West Virginia Mountaineers

Morgantown, WV

Sat., Oct 24

Kansas Jayhawks

Stillwater, OK

Sat., Oct 31

Texas Tech Red Raiders

Lubbock, TX

Sat., Nov 07

TCU Horned Frogs

Stillwater, OK

Sat., Nov 14

Iowa State Cyclones

Ames, IA

Sat., Nov 21

Baylor Bears

Stillwater, OK

Sat., Nov 28

Oklahoma Sooners

Stillwater, OK

Sat., Dec. 5

Open Date
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Publisher’s Note
Welcome to ion Oklahoma Online, , one of Oklahoma’s fastest growing digital

“Like” us on facebook
facebook.com/pages/
IonOklahoma-Online

follow us on twitter
@IonOklahoma

online lifestyle magazines and news-entertainment websites. We are all about
Oklahoma’s culture, entertainment, events, and the overall quality of life
people enjoy by living in Oklahoma,
At ion Oklahoma we again are planning to honor young professional
Oklahomans under the age of 30 who have shown certain leadership qualities
in their career ﬁeld and/or participation in their local community charities.
On October 16, 2015 we will be honoring these young professionals at our
annual awards dinner and ceremony at the Vast in the Devon Tower.
During the past ﬁve years we have received more than 2,000 nominations and
selected 198 winners for this award and recognition.
Life has been busy at the magazine lately. During the past few months we
have been emailing several new “special editions” weekly to our ion
subscribers.
“In My Space” by Peggy Gandy, “Redesign It” by Jo Meacham, and “Eye on the
Movies” by Jacob Oller are each emailed twice monthly for our subscribers to
enjoy. These special editions are FREE and it only requires that you register at
www.ionok.com with your email address, zip code, and ﬁrst name. Give it a try
and understand that our subscribers can very easily “unsubscribe” anytime if
they choose to.
I would like to thank our loyal ion Oklahoma followers and encourage you to
send us your press releases, feature story ideas, and thoughts you think our
subscribers would enjoy.
Sincerely,
Don Swift
Publisher Ion Oklahoma Online Magazine
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Above, Don Betz speaks at the Fall Forum.
Left, Old North on the UCO campus.
Below, the UCO Forensic Science Institute.
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MAKING THE RIGHT BETZ
FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL OKLAHOMA
BY TIM FARLEY

T

he University of Central
Oklahoma is moving forward,
outward and upward with
new campuses, boathouses
and programs that have turned it into
the fastest growing college in the state
during the last 15 years.
In terms of enrollment figures, UCO has
outdistanced other regional colleges and the
state’s two major public universities. The school,
which is celebrating its 125th year as a public
higher ed institution, now has campuses and
programs in downtown Oklahoma City, Bricktown
and the boathouse district along the Oklahoma
River. In addition, UCO has collaborative
partnerships with other universities and
community colleges such as Oklahoma City
University, Rose State College in Midwest City
and Redlands Community College in El Reno.
UCO President Don Betz, in a recent interview
with ionOklahoma, said the university that
started with five students in 1890 now has
17,000 students who come from almost every
state in America and 100 other countries.
“This is a fertile time for us,” he said, of the
school’s continued growth. “We have clearly
defined our way and are fulfilling our
responsibility to the metro and the state. We are
becoming partners with prime movers who are
taking Oklahoma City to the next level. All of us
together are smarter than one individual or a
single group.”
Betz and his university leadership team operate

according to the Central Six, a reference to values formally
established which guide all decisions. Betz believes students
will be transformed through classroom knowledge,
leadership, research, scholarly and creative activities,
service learning and civic engagement, global and cultural
competencies and health and wellness.
“It’s in the groundwater,” he said, of the Central Six. “We’re
not searching for a mission. We know why we’re here. We’re
here to educate them (students) and keep them here. You
don’t leave it to chance.”
The Central Six values and UCO’s focus on transformative
learning earned the university a $7.8 million grant in 2014
from the U.S. Department of Education. Since then,
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2015 ionOklahoma 15

Above, panoramic view of Broncho Lake on the UCO campus near the
center of Edmond.
Left, Betz at the 9/11 Remembrance observance.

university officials have been asked to share the
details of the program so other colleges can emulate
UCO’s success.
“It’s about scalability,” Betz said. “It’s a great idea
for Edmond, but is it a great idea for America?”
Apparently, the federal government thinks so.
The grant will fund the school’s Student
Transformational Learning Record (STLR), the first
effort of its kind to track, assess and provide
information to help college students develop and use
skills critical to their workplace, citizenship and
personal success.
The STLR will track these experiences – found in
the classroom and extracurricular activities – and
students will graduate with documentation to show
potential employers they have proven competency in
critical areas not represented on a traditional
academic transcript. These areas include creative
problem solving, working well in teams, the ability to
communicate clearly and how to interact with diverse
colleagues and customers.
“It’s about the people and the purpose,” Betz said.
“We’re building and sustaining committed and
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collaborative people. Everyone’s role well executed
makes it possible to achieve outcomes that might
otherwise be impossible.”
Betz views UCO as “edgy, a grass roots university”
that serves as the “working man’s school.”
“We’re here to serve the real people, the type that

could go to an Ivy League school and succeed or be
challenged at every level along the way. We have
graduates all over the world and we care about each
individual student.”
Like all Oklahoma public colleges and universities,
funding is a major challenge for UCO, which receives

Betz visits with faculty

Above, the CHK-Central Boathouse.
Left, Betz with the rowing team.
Below, UCO Downtown.
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26 percent of its budget from state coffers. The
remainder comes from tuition, fees, fundraising, donors
and research grants.
Still, UCO is pushing forward with its downtown
campuses, the boathouse at the Oklahoma River and
the university’s School of Rock, located in Bricktown.
For starters, UCO’s Business Advantage Center is
located in downtown’s Santa Fe Plaza, a part of the
university that offers professional advice and coaching
to those who want to become self-sustaining business
people.
The boathouse is devoted to the school’s women’s
rowing team, which has enjoyed much success. Betz
calls the CHK Boathouse a “unique venue where arts
meets the river.”
“It’s an amazing collection of options and opportunities for people to visit us at the most unique venue
in the country. It’s where music, sports and art meet in
one place,” he said, referring to the plethora of activities
that occur along the river.

In addition, UCO occupies the entire lower floor of
the former downtown Carnegie Library, which houses
classrooms and areas for special events that provide
customized education.
“We meet a particular need that they (students) want
packaged in a certain way,” Betz said. “It’s adaptive
space for adaptive needs. It’s learning space for adults.”
UCO also offers its master’s degree in public
administration at the former Carnegie Library. In
addition, UCO has partnered with OCU to offer a joint
degree, one that combines a law degree with the
master’s in public administration for those who want to
practice governmental law.
Public feedback prompted UCO officials to use the
downtown location for “high quality learning in a short
time frame,” Betz said.
As Betz talks about the students who attend UCO, he
was proud to say that half of all graduates leave the
university with no debt, partially because of
scholarships and grants and partially because UCO
Betz likes to stay in touch with students.
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Above, Betz at a UCOfootball game.
Below, Betz at Graduation with Chickasaw Nation Gov. Bill Anotubby
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students are hard workers who, for the most
part, don’t have the luxury of gold or silver
spoons.
“Some students have three jobs,” he said.
“I don’t know of a student who doesn’t work.
They have the attitude of ‘when I finish this
degree program my options will open up
because of my education.’ Education pays off
and I believe in the future of Oklahoma
because of the attitude of the citizens.”
The future of UCO students was paved by
the school’s founding mother and fathers and
the first five students who attended the
college in 1890, Betz said.
“I appreciate their foresight and the
development that would take place much
later,” he said. “Together, we are creating the
next generation of citizens while also
embracing the past.” n
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COMMUNITY

Putting the LEAD in Leadership
BY TIM FARLEY

L

eadership Oklahoma has a new class of
students and a new chief executive
officer, but the mission remains the
same.

After working in higher education for 23 years, Marion
Paden left her job as vice president of enrollment in student
services at Oklahoma City Community College on July 1. The
next day, she walked into the Leadership Oklahoma ofﬁce and
hasn’t looked back. Paden replaces Ann Ackerman.
“She (Ackerman) and I had a conversation and she
encouraged me to retire from the college and do this as a
second career opportunity,” Paden said.
After going through an intense interview process, Paden
was selected as the organization’s new CEO.
Still in her 100-day plan, Paden relies heavily on the
knowledge of her board of directors and an invaluable ofﬁce
staff that turns the plans into reality.
“It has been amazing,” she said, with a smile. “If I have a
22 ion Oklahoma OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2015

question, the network, the people who have gone through the
program will take my calls to help me think through an issue.”
Switching from a higher education environment that centers
on young people to dealing predominantly with successful
people in various industries has been an adjustment.
“When you deal with students, you have a little more
leverage,” Paden said, with a slight chuckle. “Yet, one thing
that is common in both places is leadership development.
Both groups also are diverse in their thinking and they’re
willing to learn. Students at the college and students in this
Leadership Oklahoma class are curious. They’re inspired to
interact with others to ﬁnd growth.”
As the CEO at Leadership Oklahoma, Paden has discovered
she can work magic by wearing multiple hats at one time.
“I can be the person in charge of legal, IT, the head of the
HR department and public relations all at once,” she said.
“But I’m not alone because of all the expertise in the
organization.”

Class 29 at St. Crispin's in Wewoka.

Leadership Oklahoma began its 29th
class in August with an orientation at
the Gaylord-Pickens Museum, home of
the Oklahoma Hall of Fame. Each class
spends time studying various issues at
remote locations with the different
communities serving as hosts.
For instance, the 50 members of the
new class spent their ﬁrst session
studying military issues at Fort Sill in
Lawton. While there, they ate buffalo
and other wild game and spent 24 hours
living the life of a soldier.
“They were welcomed by the drill
sergeant and split into squadrons. They
were shown how to make their beds
properly and stowed their gear in the
barracks. We didn’t lose anybody even
after the 5 a.m. physical training where
you lay on a mat in a parking lot looking
up at the stars,” Paden said. “We were
surrounded by a group of very athletic
and in-shape people.”

Paden, a member of Leadership
Oklahoma Class 21, noted the
communities where the Leadership
Oklahoma classes go are extremely
welcoming and are critical to the
success of the program.
“The cities bid for us to come into
their communities and the local leaders
come together and plan the agenda,”
she said. “They try and highlight the
community with some activities before
the session actually begins. It’s a way to

Past Leadership Oklahoma Board Chairs
Bill Burgess and Bruce Benbrook.

see areas of the state and work on
solving problems all at the same time.”
During the next eight months,
Leadership Oklahoma students will
travel to Sulphur for tribal government
and tourism issues, to McAlester for
analyze the criminal justice system and
to Stillwater for higher education. Other
stops include Tulsa for economic and
community development, Guymon for
agriculture and rural development and
Bartlesville for energy and the group’s
graduation.
Paden explained she’s grateful to the
leaders across Oklahoma who help the
organization grow its network.
“Everyone wants to be supportive and
help it work,” she said.
The members of Class 29 are Ina
Agnew, vice president of student
services, OSU Institute of Technology;
Anna America, Tulsa City Councilor;
Kathy Banks-Monroe, U.S. Army; Paula
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Top to bottom:
MREs for lunch!
Convoy
Graduation Ceremony

Barrington, senior vice president and
director, BOK Financial Corporation; Jim
Beckham, superintendent, Blanchard
Public Schools; Hilarie Blaney, senior
vice president, BancFirst; Mary Booth,
vice president, First National Bank and
Trust of Miami, OK; Stephanie Cameron,
community affairs director, APSCO
Manufacturing; Jeanette Capshaw,
deputy superintendent, Moore-Norman
Technology Center.
Susan Chambers, physician, OKC;
Kristin Daffern, owner, Kleinco
Construction; Brent Dishman, attorney,
Dishman Military Advocates; Eddie
Fields, state senator; Sarah Jane Gillett,
shareholder in Hall, Estill, Hardwick,
Gable, Golden and Nelson, PC; Cassie
Gilman, executive director for
advancement, University of Oklahoma
College of Arts and Sciences; Marsha
Gore, superintendent, McAlester Public
Schools.
Heather Griswold, deputy chief of staff
for State Superintendent of Education
Joy Hofmeister; Stephania Grober, vice

Marion Paden and Russ Harrison with Olivia Kay.

president, Oklahoma sales and
marketing, BlueCross BlueShield; Steven
Hahn; president, AT&T Oklahoma;
Richard Haldeman, president and CEO,
Cancer Treatment Centers of America,
Tulsa; Melissa Hall, director, human
resources, Stan Clark Companies;
Brooke Hamilton, president and owner,
NPI-Nameplates.
Jon Harrison, chief, Joint Staff,

Oklahoma National Guard; Cody
Holcomb, Ada city manager; Gary
James, president and CEO, FrankfurtShort-Bruza Associates; Molly Jarvis,
vice president, communications and
cultural tourism, Cherokee Nation
Businesses; Jay Johnson, president and
CEO, Duncan Regional Hospital.
Loisdawn Jones, director, Duncan
Convention and Visitors Bureau;
Jalinda Kelley, secretary, Interior
Services, The Chickasaw Nation; Todd
Lisle, managing partner, BKD, OKC;
Erika Lucas, vice president, marketing
and communications, Acorn Growth
Companies; Tiffani Lyda Kelley, director, Steve Hahn and Jeri Towler.
corporate communications, Public
Meeker, director, business development,
Service Company of Oklahoma; Marcie
Flintco; Dan Molina, chief medical ofﬁcer
Mack, state director, Oklahoma
and family medicine physician, OKC
Department of Career and Technology
Indian Clinic/United States Public Health
Education.
David Madigan, Jr., president and CEO, Service; Lari Ann Northcutt, senior
director, children and family services,
Arvest Bank, Southwest Oklahoma,
Choctaw Nation; Patti Parrish, Oklahoma
Lawton; Dan Martel, senior vice
County district judge; Ashley Perkins,
president, SAXUM; Matt McGuire,
sales director, Cox Communications; Kyle
president, Heritage Institutional, OKC;
Reynolds, superintendent, Woodward
Wayne McMillin, dean, Northwestern
Public Schools.
Oklahoma State University; Susan
Steve Sherman, executive vice
president, McClain Bank, Purcell; Mike
Simpson, superintendent, Guthrie Public
Schools; David Thomas, CEO, Ross
Group, Tulsa; Jeri Towler, president,
Nonproﬁt Solutions PC, Edmond; Jill
Wallace, vice president and chief
ﬁnancial ofﬁcer, The Samuel Roberts
Noble Foundation, Ardmore; Allen Wright,
vice president, public and government
affairs, Devon Energy; David Yarbrough,
deputy director, City of Tulsa-Rogers
County Port Authority, Catoosa. n
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ART

COWBOY CROSSINGS
Blending Fine Art and Western Gear
BY M. J. VAN DEVENTER
Photography courtesy of the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum

W

hen you think of a working cowboy’s
saddle, you probably imagine a wellworn piece of leather, weary from
use and aged by wind, rain and the
scorching sun. After all, a cowboy’s saddle, spurs
and lariat are functional tools of his trade.
Your traditional image of cowboy gear will be changed
forever when you attend the Cowboy Crossings exhibition,
opening October 10 and running through Jan. 3, 2016 at the
National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum.
This annual exhibition involves 15 active and emeritus
members of the Traditional Cowboy Arts Association and 26
active/emeritus members of the Cowboy Artists of America.
Both prestigious national groups are dedicated to creating the
ﬁnest work in painting, sculpting, silver and leather artistry.
The 2015 exhibition of cowboy art and exquisite gear will be
the 17th National Cowboy Museum exhibition for the TCAA and
the 50th for the CAA, which moved its show and home base
from the Phoenix Museum of Art to the NCM ﬁve years ago.
Steven Karr, the museum’s president, savors the
signiﬁcance of the golden anniversary for the CAA.

Cowboy Crossings Show
NATIONAL COWBOY & WESTERN HERITAGE MUSEUM
OCTOBER 10, 2015 TO JAN. 3, 2016
26 ion Oklahoma OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2015

Semi-oval buckle, gold, by Mark Drain, Shelton, Washington

“This year, the CAA reached out to its emeritus members
and Howard Terpning was among those who responded by
entering a painting in the show,” he said.
Karr sees that as a coup for the museum. Terpning is one of
the most revered Western artists in the country and a two-time
winner of the museum’s prestigious Prix de West Purchase
Award. “Obviously, we are very excited about his
participation,” Karr notes.
Other CAA emeritus members participating are Harley
Brown, Fred Fellows, David Halbach, T. D. Kelsey and Herb
Mignery. Emeritus TCAA members presenting art are Mark
Dahl and Mark Drain.
The paintings and sculptures by CAA members reﬂect the
cowboy lifestyle - past and present. Some works are

Splittin-Em-Up oil by Tom Browning, Oregon.

reminiscent of the earliest days of a cowboy’s life on the open
range to today’s contemporary cowboys who use cell phones,
helicopters and state-of-the-art air conditioned pickups to do
their jobs.
These works of art cross ethnic, cultural and geographical
borders tell the story of the cowboy and the American West in
oil and acrylics, stone and bronze.
Viewers will ﬁnd compelling scenes of nature’s beauty in the
West, contemporary cowboys riding the range or a historical
scene like Martin Grelle’s oil painting, Plans Against the
Pecunies.
TCAA members traditionally provide a stunning repertoire of
hand-tooled leather saddles accented by gleaming silver
accents, intricate braided horsehair bolos and lariats, and

Ladies Bag by Cary Schwarz, Salmon, Idaho

stunning silver bits and spurs. Rick Bean combined
decorative leather with intricate silver conchos for a saddle he
named Diamond Back.
The TCAA members create highly collectible gear that was
never intended for use inside a dusty corral.
Karr says, “The TCAA artists have elevated their work to a
ﬁne art form. We still have work ahead of us in helping the
public understand these seemingly utilitarian efforts, while
carrying a strong workmanlike component, are still very much
individual expressions of art.”
“Bit and spur making, leather tooling and rawhide braiding
are all artistic expressions. Their beauty is unrivaled in terms
of the artists’ style and craftsmanship that goes into each
piece,” Karr adds.

Dice Set by Pedro Pedrini, Loma Rica, California
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Above, Wisdom from an Elder by Howard Terpning
Top left, Half-scale saddle set on rocking horse by John Willemsma,
Guthrie, Oklahoma.
Left, Kid’s Saddle by Rick Bean, Meridian, Idaho.

Both art groups strive to create authentic representations of
the life of the West, as it was and is today, while maintaining
standards of the highest quality in contemporary Western art.
The TCAA is dedicated to preserving and promoting the
skills of saddle making, bit and spur making, silversmithing
and rawhide braiding. Each piece in the show reveals the role
of these traditional working art crafts in the cowboy culture of
the North American West.
Karr is especially pleased with the duality aspect of the show.
“We are bringing together two important areas of Western
28 ionOklahoma OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2015

culture - art and the mediums of paint and sculpture - the
superior craftsmanship of art pieces that would have once
only been described as utilitarian,” he notes.
When Karr walks into the museum galleries where the show
is staged, his ﬁrst impression goes well beyond the traditional
“Wow” factor that guests often experience.
“My ﬁrst impression of the West is, in part, represented in its
truest nature through these dual artistic expressions,” he said.
“Western art is at the cornerstone of our mission at the
National Cowboy Museum, and the caliber and variety of

Plans Against the Pecunies, oil on linen, Martin Grelle, California.

perspectives included in Cowboy Crossings demonstrate how
expansive and relevant the West is to who we are today,” Karr
believes.
He adds, “The combination of working art, such as saddles

and spurs, with ﬁne art, like paintings and sculptures,
enables everyone who visits the show to ﬁnd a part of their
image of the West.” n

Join Cowboy Crossings Show For Opening Weekend Events
The formal invitation to “Cowboy Crossings” invited
guests to “Come be a party of history!” in observance
of the Cowboy Artists of America historic 50-year
milestone.
The opening event includes a limited seating formal
dinner with the 41 artists and patrons at the
Petroleum Club Oct. 8.
Special events are planned Oct. 9 for patrons,

including a tour of the Devon Tower and the Myriad
Botanical Gardens, a luncheon at the Wilshire Gun
Range and an exclusive preview of the exhibition.
The weekend show culminates Oct. 10 with the 5
p.m. sale, followed by a banquet and awards
ceremony. For ticket information call 405-478-2250,
Ext. 219. The show continues through Jan. 3, 2016.
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FASHION

WHAT’S IN STORE?
Milo & Lily Boutique a good fit for owner Crystal Bland
BY LINDA MILLER

I

n less than a year, Crystal Bland opened
two doors to a new career.

The first was in January with Milo & Lily, her
online women’s boutique. It was so successful that in
August she opened another door and stepped into her own
retail store, a light and airy space filled with clothing that
women have come to love online.
Milo & Lily is at 9612 N May Ave. in the Collonade
Shopping Center in Oklahoma City. Bland continues to have
an online presence and ships across the country, but the
physical store allowed her to bring in a select offering of girls
clothing and a large assortment of hats and accessories.
Bland, an Oklahoma State University graduate with degrees
in fashion merchandising and marketing, always envisioned
her own store.
“I think a lot of that came from my parents who were
entrepreneurs,” she said.
Selecting clothing that won’t be in your store for months
and hoping it appeals to women can be nerve-wracking. And
many owners would agree it’s easy to get caught up in a
dizzying blur of colors, styles and numbers and blow the
budget. But Bland enjoys scouring apparel markets, seeking
out clothes that are a perfect fit for her store and customers.
“It’s my dream job,” she said. “It’s kind of nerdy, but I also
like to crunch numbers.”
MILO & LILY BOUTIQUE
9612 N MAY AVE., COLLONADE SHOPPING CENTER
(405) 430-7915
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Crystal Bland, owner of Milo & Lily
Boutique in Collonade Shopping Center.
Photo by Linda Miller
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As one of this year’s 30/30 Next Gen group of creative
and inspiring young professionals in Oklahoma, Bland
believes in sharing the blessings. Milo & Lily carries
Banded, which for every headband sold provides three
meals for a child in Uganda. She hopes to carry more
brands that give back.
Recently Bland shared more about the store and her
feelings about fashion.

Q. How do you feel walking into the store each
morning? To be honest, I still have to pinch myself
that it’s reality. Owning a store has been a dream of
mine since I was a little girl, so to walk into the store
each morning, I feel excited, happy and extremely
grateful to be doing what I consider my “dream job”.
Q. What’s your philosophy about fashion and
how does that influence the clothing you select for
Milo & Lily? To me, fashion is wearable art. It’s the
easiest form of self-expression and what we wear says a
lot about ourselves. My philosophy on fashion is
simple. Wear the clothes that make you feel good.
People shouldn’t succumb to trends, they should
interpret them. Fashion is always evolving and
revolving. It continues to recycle looks and styles from
decades before. I buy what’s on trend but I also look at
the silhouette of each piece and ask myself, would our
girl feel good in this? I have three major values that I
take into consideration when buying pieces for the
store: creativity, individuality and intelligence. That’s
the woman I shop for.
Q. What one clothing item or accessory do you
reach for again and again? I have a small obsession
with rings and jewelry. I think accessories are the
easiest way to make a look completely your own. I am

Top – Cape, $78, at Milo & Lily. Provided photo
Right – Handbag and hat display at Milo & Lily.
Photo by Linda Miller
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Above – Jeans are a staple in many women’s closets. Photos by Linda Miller

Milo & Lily offers women’s clothing in all sizes and accessories. Photos by Linda M

also a hoarder of boots and booties. I think my favorite
boots are deep purple suede that I bought at a thrift
shop in New York City.
Q. Share some of the fashion trends for fall and
extending into the holidays? I love fall fashion and
this year’s trends have me really excited. From
bohemian silhouettes to detailing with fringe and
embroidery and fabrics such as denim and suede, this
season is full of effortless style inspired by the ‘70’s.
You can easily add dimension to any outfit with a
blanket scarf or top your look off with a hat.
Q. What has been most challenging about the
shift from online only to a store front? The most
challenging experience so far has been deciding what
goes on the website and what pieces (if any) are strictly
for the store. Having a system that integrates the
inventory for both locations is vital.

Q. Anything you would have done differently? I
am a firm believer that all things work out in God’s
perfect timing. With that being said, no I would not
have done anything differently. This journey has been
an amazing adventure and Milo & Lily is just getting
started!
Q. What advice would you give others wanting
to open their own store? Do your homework. Owning
a store takes a lot of dedication, determination, and
drive. The store might only be open from 10 to 6, but
the work day starts much earlier and ends much later
than the store hours. In retail, you must be creative,
have a love (or like) for numbers and enjoy helping
people. It is the perfect job for anyone who likes to
multitask. n
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LITERATURE

Do Mysteries Matter?
Author Says Yes – They Provide Honor, Justice and Decency
BY M. J. VAN DEVENTER

C

arolyn Hart grew up reading Nancy
Drew mysteries, so it’s no surprise she
has devoted her writing talent to this
literary genre. Her 57th novel, Ghost
to the Rescue, went on bookshelves around the
country in October.
By the sixth grade at Cleveland Elementary in Oklahoma
City, Hart was enchanted with Beverly Gray’s stories about
a young reporter – tales that were the perfect catalyst to
inspire her early career as a journalist.
World War II was on the radio during Hart’s childhood
and she says, “It didn’t take long for a child to understand
the bigger and blacker the headlines, the more important
the story. I was fascinated by journalism and sure someday
I would be like Maggie Higgins,” a reporter in Hart’s youth,
comparable to a Megyn Kelly or Diane Sawyer today.
While working toward a bachelor’s degree in journalism
at the University of Oklahoma, Hart was influenced by the
late Louise B. Moore, a legendary journalism professor who
instilled a determination in her to do the best she possibly
could to be professional and honorable. “I loved and
admired her,” Hart notes.
Graduating Phi Beta Kappa from OU in 1958, she
married law student, Philip Hart, served a stint at the
Norman Transcript, taught journalism and did public
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relations for OU before becoming a stay-at-home mom
who turned to writing fiction while Phil was serving in
the U. S. Army.
“I missed writing,” she recalls. “I saw a contest for a
juvenile mystery. I thought how much I’d loved Nancy
Drew, so I decided to try. I
wrote The Secret of the
Cellars, which won the
contest and was my first
published book in 1964.”
Hart recalls the days on
the Oklahoma Daily and
the Transcript with
pleasure and often uses a
newspaper setting as a
background. “As authors
often do,” she says, “I
enjoy the career I never
had when I created
Henrietta O’Dwyer Collins,
a retired newspaperwoman
who used all of a reporter’s
skill and steeliness to
solve crimes in seven of
my novels.”
Her first adult novel
published in 1975 was
Flee from the Past, a
suspense novel reflecting
the early literary influence
of Mary Stewart and Helen
MacInnes. As Hart
matured in the genre, she says, “The great influences
for me were Mary Roberts Rinehart and Agatha
Christie, each in her own way trailblazers in the
mystery world: Rinehart with humor and a female
protagonist; Christie with incredibly intricate plotting
and brilliantly devised characters that made the plots
work.”
That first novel and subsequent books strengthened
her desire to be a full-time mystery writer. “Writing
fiction is absorbing, always new and different,” she
says. “I realized early on I didn’t have the right
personality to be a reporter. I loved writing the stories
but I found asking questions quite challenging. I am
most content setting myself a goal with a particular
story and seeing if I can achieve what I set out to

accomplish.”
Her novel, Letter From Home, set in Oklahoma, was
published by Berkley Prime Crime in 2003. Gretchen
Gilman is 13 in the wartime summer of 1944 and works
on the small town newspaper. Murder occurs on the
street where she lives,
changing her life forever.
The book was nominated
for the Pulitzer Prize by the
Oklahoma Center for Poets
and Writers at Oklahoma
State University/Tulsa. It
also won the Agatha Award
for Best Mystery Novel of
2003 and was a New York
Times notable book.
Like many of her
contemporary mystery
writers, Hart has written
both series and stand-alone
novels.
“The WWII suspense
novels are intended to give
readers an accurate sense
of what it was like to be
involved in the war. They
plunge the characters into
peril. The Death on
Demand mysteries are
sometimes fun, sometimes
more serious, but all offer,
hopefully, a story about
ordinary people struggling with anger, temptation,
jealousy, hatred, the emotions that disrupt everyday
lives,” Hart says.
When Hart writes, she invents fascinating,
memorable characters.
“I don’t base characters on people I’ve known,” she
says. “I will have an idea for a story and then I will
wonder: Who would be involved? Who is the
protagonist? What kind of person is he or she? What
motivates the villain?” She is always considering what
emotions her characters will reveal.
HART’S FANS ARE CAPTIVATED with Bailey Ruth
Raeburn, an impetuous, red-headed ghost who returns
to earth to help someone in trouble. The first book in
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that series, Ghost at Work, is set in a small Episcopal
church. Concerned about the accuracy of her fictional
description of Heaven, she asked The Rev. Dale Petley
of All Souls’ Episcopal Church, to “read it to make sure
I had made no egregious errors.”
Petley replied, “Carolyn, until Edward R. Murrow
comes back with a first-hand report, your version of
Heaven is as valid as anyone’s.”
Ghost Times Two, the seventh and latest book in the
Bailey Ruth series, will be published in October 2016.
Bailey Ruth resembles Hart’s late mother-in-law and
aunt who were redheads.
“I think redheads reflect a fiery energetic sort of
person. I’ve never been interested in fashion so Bailey
Ruth is a tribute to my late mother and mother-in-law,
both of whom enjoyed beautiful clothes,” Hart says.
She describes protagonist Bailey Ruth as “irreverent,
fun-loving, disciplined, eager and kind. I am very fond
of her. The books also include a puzzle and a crime and
offer humor and entertainment.”
Like her characters, Hart’s settings often reflect
places she knows or has visited. In her newest novel, a
fictional place named Adelaide, Oklahoma plays a role.
“It is inspired by Ada, my husband’s hometown,”
Hart reveals. “It is great fun to set books in Oklahoma.
When I first started writing, New York publishers
expected more exotic backgrounds. Now, happily, books
can be set anywhere.”
Like most writers, Hart is a voracious reader. Among
her favorites, she reads Donis Casey, JoAnna Carl,
Sheldon Russell, all of whom she calls “wonderful
authors with ties to Oklahoma.”
She laughs when asked about where she writes and
her schedule.
“Oh dear, a visitor would see an office awash in
paper. I definitely need to straighten up. When I’m
working on a book, I usually start about 8 in the
morning, work all morning and into the afternoon if I’m
doing well. It can take from four to six months to write a
book.”
Hart finds each book “very hard. It never gets any
easier. I just finished a ghost book for fall 2016. It was
very hard to write, yet I think it is perhaps the best one
of the Bailey Ruth series.” Of all her books, Hart says,
“I am most proud of Letter From Home and Escape
from Paris, the story of two American sisters caught in
Paris after it fell to the Germans in 1940.”
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To beginning mystery writers, Hart says simply, “Care
passionately about what you are writing. If you care,
somewhere an editor will care, too.”
Hart’s mystery writing awards and accolades are
legendary among her peers. She was one of 10 mystery
authors featured at the 2003 National Book Festival on
the Washington, D.C. Mall and again in 2007. In March
2004, she received the Arrell Gibson Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Oklahoma Center for the
Book, followed by an April 2004 talk at the Library of
Congress in D.C. on mysteries in American culture.
Recently, she spoke to the Oklahoma Humanities
Council about her WWII novels.
HART IS A FOUNDING MEMBER and former
president of Sisters in Crime, established in 1987,
following a proposal by mystery writer, Sara Paretsky.
She saw the need for an organization devoted to
elevating public and critical awareness of women’s
mysteries.
She is also a member of the International Crime
Writers Association, the International Thrillers
Association and the American Crime Writers League.
Among her awards are the Lifetime Achievement
Award from Malice Domestic and the Amelia Award in
May 2013. She also has received three Agatha Awards
for Best Novel. Hart was honored as a Grand Master by
Mystery Writers of America in 2014. At that event, Hart
thanked all those attending “because they are the
mystery writers of America and they were there that
night because they know that mysteries matter.”
Hart loves suspense and mystery.
“I love seeing how ordinary people find the courage to
face down evil and how the detective in a mystery
reaffirms our inherent commitment to justice,” she
says. “In a world beset by evil, there is a place where
all of us can go to find honor, justice and decency. We
can read a mystery.”
Away from her paper-strewn office, Hart, a former
tennis player, can be found taking tai chi lessons twice
a week, walking in the Grand Boulevard Park or serving
as staff to two brown tabbies whom Hart says “are quite
certain they are the center of the universe.” n

Don’t let another baby go hungry. Visit www.infantcrisis.org.
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EVENTS

39th Watonga
Cheese and Wine
Festival
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Y

es, it is truly the days
of wine and cheeses,
and a little of everything
else, as Watonga hosts
the Watonga Cheese and Wine
Festival for the 39th time Oct. 9-10.
The two-day festival also features 2015 Ms. Indian
Oklahoma Carmen “Pretty Horses” Sankey, Native American
dance and drum troops concluding with a beneﬁt dance-off,
the 35th annual Great Rat Race featuring a fun run, and 5K
and 10K competitive running events, a parade, live music,
crafts, an art show, a quilt show, a plethora of food and
beverage options, wine tastings, and of course the course that
started it all – cheese. A wide-range of cheese-related
activities, including tastings and cooking contests throughout
downtown.
In addition, the annual OU-Texas football game will be
shown via big screens throughout the festival grounds.
“This is a small town festival that was started to celebrate
our namesake cheese, and ended up being a pretty cool deal
in this part of the state,” said festival coordinator Sharon
Queenie. “Our goal is to re-energize the festival and share two
days of small town fun, entertainment, culture, service, and
cheese with everyone from Watonga to wherever.”
“To see thousands of people having a great time in
downtown Watonga is a sight to behold each year,” she said.
Admission is $5. In addition, $10 wristbands will allow
guests into all tastings.

About the Parade
A parade down Main Street featuring “all things Watonga”

kicks off the festival each year to
the delight of the crowd gathered
on both sides of the street along
the parade route.
The 2015 Watonga Cheese and Wine
Festival Grand Marshall is Carmen “Pretty
Horse” Sankey. The reigning 2015 Miss Indian Oklahoma, she
is a local Cheyenne & Arapaho Tribal member.

About the Native American Dancers
Beautifully detailed regalia, intricate beading and
spectacular dancing and drumming from several tribes dance
and drum troupes highlight the entertainment for this year’s
festival.
Gathering of Cultures Benefit Dance – One of Watonga’s
traditional favorite beneﬁciaries is the Children’s Cancer
Camp that offers a fun and exciting weekend away from
hospitals for children with life threatening illnesses. The
camp offers children and their families a weekend full of
ﬁshing, boating, camping, storytelling and more in the
great outdoors.
The one-of-a-kind beneﬁt dance will be at the Cheyenne &
Arapaho Multi-Purpose Building on Saturday, Oct. 10.

About the Great Rat Race
The 35th Annual Great Rat Race will commence on
Saturday, October 10th as part of the Watonga Cheese and
Wine Festival. Featuring competitive 5K, and 10K runs, the
Great Rat Race is known for its straight, ﬂat course which is
ideal for posting fast qualifying times. The Rat Race also
features a 1K fun run, and very cool rat inspired t-shirts and
medals.
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For more information and to register, go
to: www.watongacheesefestival.com

Race the Rail
The sixth annual Race the Rail, a 32-mile
bicycle race against the AT&L Railroad
locomotive, takes riders from Watonga to Geary
and back. Race the Rail is believed to be one of
only two, man-on-bike racing train events in the
country.
Any riders who beat the train receive a unique
“piece of track” trophy. The 2014 event featured more
than 250 riders. For more information and registration, go to:
www.racetherail.com.

Art Show
Under a new partnership with Southwest Oklahoma State
University, art professor E.K. Jeong will preside over the art
show. Seven categories will be featured with winners in each
category vying for the $300 “Best of Show,” $150 ﬁrst place
and $100 second place prizes.
A community arts project will also be completed during the
festival. Any and all are invited to participate.

Music
The two-day live music fest will feature bands from Box
talent performing throughout the festival. Bands scheduled at
press time include Bread and Butter Band; Dante & the
Hawks; Ali Harter and the 100 Bones Band. More bands and
stage times will be announced later.

Wine
The competition is for any Oklahoma winery, and includes
both Oklahoma wines and any wine produced by an Oklahoma
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winery. For 2015, 11 Oklahoma
wineries entered 60 wines for
judging. Wines were evaluated through
sensory judging and lab judging.
Professional and festival patrons alike will vote
for their favorite wines.

Cheese
For 38 years, guess have been coming for the cheese. If you
don’t know why, then it’s time you travel to Watonga on the
second Saturday in October. Cheese is the reason for the
season, so for all things cheese, including tasting and voting
on your favorite, this is your place.

About the Watonga Cheese and Wine Festival
The Watonga Cheese and Wine Festival was founded as the
Watonga Cheese Festival in 1976 to showcase the northwest
Oklahoma town’s cheese industry. Although the cheese factory
closed their Watonga location in 2007, the original recipe
cheeses are still sold in Watonga. However, the festival thrives
with great family entertainment, ﬁne art shows, shopping,
biking and running events, traditional cheese tasting and
cooking contests and now the wine festival competition and
tastings.
The 2015 Watonga Cheese and Wine Festival will be held 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Main Street and at the Watonga Armory in
downtown Watonga.
To learn more about the event, visit
www.watongacheesefestival.com or ﬁnd Watonga Cheese and
Wine Festival on Facebook. n

EXPERIENCE
THE
RENOVATED

MUSEUM
In honor of the 20th Anniversary,
the Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum completed
a $10 million renovation that unveils hundreds of artifacts,
35 new interactive stations, and never-before-seen key
pieces of evidence. The newly-enhanced Museum is a
life-changing pilgrimage through loss, resilience, and the
ultimate renewal of a city and its people, following the
April 19, 1995 Oklahoma City bombing.
Visit the Oklahoma City National Memorial & Museum and
experience the journey first-hand.

OklahomaCityNationalMemorial.org

TRAVEL

HISTORY LESSON
From Buggies to autos to scrub boards
STORY AND PHOTOS BY LINDA MILLER

H

inton Historical Museum,
about five miles south of
Interstate-35 at Exit 101,
overflows with surprises.

It houses the largest carriage collection in the
state with 25 buggies of all sizes. Antique phones too
numerous to count include a wall of early day wooden
models to styles from the 1930s and ‘40s to colorful
princess phones. The museum’s accumulation of
1,600 barbed wire strands is the second largest in
the nation. It came from one donor, too.
All that would be impressive anywhere, but this
museum is in a town that boasts a population of
about 3,200. What’s more, the museum didn’t buy a
single item.
“We have what people bring us,” said Art Peters,
museum curator.
The museum opened in the summer of 2003 and
its two ﬂoors are ﬁlled corner to corner – and not just
with information and displays that reﬂect Hinton’s
history. Exhibits show a progression from horsedrawn buggies to automobiles and scrub boards to
ringer washing machines that occurred across the
United States, not just in Hinton and Oklahoma.
One of the carriages on display.
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Some tidbits relating to Hinton are fun, though. In 1906, only 36
telephones were in Hinton and out of 50 homes in town, just seven
had bathtubs.
Much of the museum’s focus is on life in the late 1800s to the next
30 or 40 years. Displays include farm implements, school desks and
saddles, American Indian ceremonial garments, telephone
switchboards, a galvanized bathtub and Oklahoma inventions like

the shopping cart.
Included in the phone collection is a prison pay phone with a
noticeably short cord to prevent inmates from using the handset
or cord as a weapon. A small, portable folding typewriter on

Above, Art Peters, curator of the Hinton Historical Museum.
Background, the barbed wire collection is the second
largest in the nation.
Below, the museum’s carriage collection is the largest in
the state.

display was the predecessor to today’s laptop. Other exhibit
items range from a mammoth jawbone and tooth found in
1998 12 miles southeast of Hinton to a 1917 bicycle with
wood rims.
There are even remnants from a ghost town. Canyon was a
nearby town that existed from 1904 to1906 and had only three
or four buildings. Artifacts include a bed spring, iron
headboard and footboard and a medicine bottle.
One of the museum’s more recent displays showcases
artifacts located on wagon roads in what is now Custer and
Roger Mills counties. Peters explores and documents the roads
that date from the mid 1840s to 1860s, carefully preserving
his ﬁndings that include nails, shotgun shells, a pocket knife
and a toy zinc plate. He even discovered a wagon train
campsite on a plot of land not suitable for farming. No plows
A large collection of antique telephones.

or machines had been near it.
A visitor could easily breeze through the museum, but it
would be the waste of an opportunity. Peters knows the history
of the carriages, bicycles, telephones, wagon roads and
barbed wire. He’s at the museum most days and is eager to
share stories about the collections and exhibits. He’s excited
about the museum of today and tomorrow.
Peters said he could easily ﬁll another building about the
same size – some 25,000 square feet — with items and
collections that have been promised in the future.
Impressive, indeed.
For more information about the Hinton Historical Museum,
call (405) 542-3181. The museum is open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Monday through Saturday. Parker House, a pink turn-of-thecentury home next to the museum, can be toured too. n

TRAVEL
Familiar and New

BARTLESVILLE
BY HEIDI BRANDES

T

hey say you can never go home,
but this summer, that’s exactly
what my brother and I did.

I grew up in Bartlesville, graduated from the
halls of its giant art deco white high school and
roamed the oak and maple lined streets on foot,
bicycle and car.
My brother, who lives in New York City, visited
Oklahoma with his wife Christine, and we
decided a trip to Bartlesville would be one of the
highlights of a whirlwind Oklahoma tour. We
wanted to see how those green streets, childhood
secrets and more than 15 years of memories
were holding up.
Coming back, the streets all seemed smaller,
as if they wilted a bit as I grew older. They were
the same, but not the same. A Chili’s now glows
along Highway 75 as it comes into town. The old
Bonanza restaurant where I worked in high
school is a Tex-Mex place.

The Price Tower.

Many things still remain just as we left them 20-some odd
years ago. The rust-colored and looming Bartlesville
Community Center has that same comforting smell that had
our little hearts racing when we spent every summer at an
arts camp there.
My brother Walter insisted on visiting The Bartlesville
Community Center’s lauded halls, where he caught the acting
bug that eventually led him to stages in New York and into the
arms of an exotic, tall and beautiful woman who would
become his wife.
The library is exactly where I remember it. The tall buildings
that housed Phillips 66 executives still stand, but today,
Bartlesville is a bit more sophisticated as it continues to
survive long after the destructive oil bust of the 1980s.
In the middle of town is Bartlesville’s iconic skyscraper, “The
Tree That Escaped the Crowded Forest.” The Price Tower, built
for energy mogul H.C. Price in the 1950’s, is not only a Frank
Lloyd Wright original, but his only realized skyscraper to boot.
Today, the Price Tower is a luxury hotel, full of hard angles,
1950’s retro design and the tiniest elevators in the world. The
rooms, which once housed perky secretaries banging away on
manual typewriters, boast of expansive views of Bartlesville’s
tree-ﬁlled streets, and, for a brother and sister returning
home, nostalgia comes swift and mercilessly.

THE PRICE TOWER
While growing up in Bartlesville, my brother and I walked
the three or four some-odd miles from our little gray porch to
downtown, and that green-tinged jagged-edged skyscraper
was as familiar as hot oatmeal in the mornings.
Oddly, in the 18 years I lived there, I had never actually
stepped foot in the building… until now.
Frank Lloyd Wright called this architectural masterpiece the
“tree that escaped the crowded forest” when he built his ﬁrst
and only skyscraper for t7he H.C. Price International Pipeline
Company in 1956.
The Price Tower was one of three skyscrapers that were to be
built at St. Mark’s in New York City. The building found its way
to the red dirt soil of the booming oil town instead and
became a combination apartment-ofﬁce building.
H.C. Price kept his tiny apartments at the top, but thanks to
renovations by architect Wendy Evans Joseph, visitors can now
stay in this upscale 21-room boutique inn called Inn at Price
Tower.
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For those whose passions lie with clean angles and the
mystery of architecture, staying overnight in an actual Frank
Lloyd Wright building is a bucket-list item. Upstairs, on the
16th ﬂoor, is the Copper Restaurant + Bar, a cozy place to
grab a local craft beer or shimmering wine either at the bar or
on the patio outside.
Today, the Price Tower Arts Center houses art exhibitions and
permanent exhibitions on Wright, Bruce Goff and the Price
Company and Tower.
Frank Lloyd Wright buildings have been called
“uncomfortable,” but the Price Tower is cozy, if not a bit
quirky. The building itself measures 221 feet from the top of
the spire and is 19 stories high. The Price Tower is built on a
cantilever design with four interior vertical shafts from which
all the ﬂoors and walls are based around.
Every niche, cranny and secret in the building is 30-, 60-, or
90-degree angles, and none of the exterior walls are structural,
but are merely screens resting on the horizontal cantilevered
ﬂoors.
We stayed two nights at The Inn at Price Tower, and the wall
of windows do not disappoint with their expansive views of the
cozy city I grew up in. The beds are wide and comfortable, and
the bathroom, though angled like the rest of Wright’s designs,
is interesting enough to forget about the smaller size.
The Price Tower is an architectural adventure that you won’t
want to miss with sassy interior staircases, history around
every corner and the very distinctive touch of Frank Lloyd
Wright.
Be sure to sign up for the daily tours of the Price Tower for
fascinating, fun and entertaining history lesson about
Bartlesville, Wright and the “tree that escaped the crowded
forest.”

TO VISIT:
Tower Tour: $12 adults; Senior Citizens 65+,
Students and Children - $10
Museum: $6 adults; Senior Citizens 65+, Students - $5
Members and children (16 and under) Free
Tower Tour price includes Museum admission.

The unique designs of
Frank Lloyd Wright.

THE ROLLING HILLS OF WOOLAROC
After taking the truly fascinating tour at the Price Tower, we
headed to meet an old friend for lunch at Bartlesville’s newest
and trendiest boutique restaurant, Frank and Lola’s.
Frank and Lola’s opened to wildly favorable reviews in 2008
and is located at Second and Dewey. The fried calamari beat
out anything my sister-in-law has ever had in New York City,
and the pork loin was dusted dark brown with spices that
came alive in your mouth.
The bread pudding is a decadent experience that can only
be described as happiness in your mouth.
With a full belly of award-winning food, we headed west of
Bartlesville to another favorite spot, Woolaroc.
Established in 1925 as the ranch of oilman Frank Phillips,
the Woolaroc Museum and Wildlife Preserve encompasses a
3,700-acre wildlife area, home to buffalo, elk, longhorn cattle
and even a “zony,” or a mix between a zebra and a pony.
The preserve was recently listed in the National Register of
Historic Places and offers a bit of adventure, history and
culture in what Will Rogers once called the “one last underdiscovered treasure left in the United States.”
After looking at places in the East Coast, old Frank decided
to build a 10,000-square-foot lodge for entertaining, and by
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the time he died in 1950, more than 200,000 visitors were
entertained at the Woolaroc ranch house.
The famous museum was originally started as a one-room
building to house Phillips’ beloved airplane that won a race
for him. Over time, the museum expanded to 50,000 square
feet and houses a collection of Western artwork that includes
top Western artists like Remington, Russell, Lee and Sharp.
“We don’t just have one Frank Tinney Johnson painting, we
have 19 of them. We don’t just have one Russell, we have six
of them. Our Bierstadt is a $4.5 million piece,” Woolaroc
Foundation CEO Bob Frasier said.
The Colt ﬁrearm collection is one of the best in the world as
far as variety. When Mr. Colt designed his ﬁrearms, it took ﬁve
tries to get that Colt right. In some cases, Woolaroc has all
ﬁve versions of one gun.
Phillips was drawn to archeology and Native American history,
and he brought back thousands of pieces of Native American
history found on digs. He collected an astonishing amount of
Navajo blankets, Sioux war shirts, ancient pottery and more.
Kids love it here too, thanks to the buffalo burgers sold at
the food stand and a petting zoo ﬁlled with friendly, soft-faced
baby animals.
During the summer, Kids’ Fest lures thousands to the park.

At Christmas, the museum shines like war ﬁres with
Christmas lights, and in October, the biggest party of the year
lets the beautiful people cut loose in the tradition of outlaws.
It’s easy to spend an entire day here, so set aside extra time
to explore, hike, play and marvel at one of the largest Native
American art and history collections in the nation.

To Visit:
1925 Woolaroc Ranch Rd,
Bartlesville, OK 74003
(918) 336-0307
Adults – $10; Over 65 – $8;
Children 11 and younger are admitted free

OTHER NOTABLES
While we only had one day to revisit the town we grew up in,
ﬁrst fell in love in and eventually deserted for college and jobs,
there’s so much more to do in Bartlesville. A few suggestions are:

Eat and Eat
Besides Frank and Lola’s, Central Oklahoma’s Hideaway
Pizza has a spot in Bartlesville’s downtown and the Painting
Horse is worth a visit for great pub food and even better
drinks.
History Comes Alive
History buffs out there will enjoy the Phillips Petroleum
Company Museum, located at 410 S. Keller Ave. Visit
Phillips66Museum.com for information.
The Bartlesville Area History Museum brings visitors back in
time to the city’s ﬁrst oil well and subsequent growth. Located
at 401 S. Johnstone, the museum has interactive displays,
photography, and educational programs. Visit
BartlesvilleHistory.com.
See how the oilmen lived with a visit to the Frank Phillips
Home at 1107 SE Cherokee Ave. Tours are held Wednesday
through Saturday with prices ranging from $5 to $10 for
adults. Visit FrankPhillipsHome.org.
The well that started it can be seen at Bartlesville’s
Johnstone Park where a working replica of the Nellie Johnstone
No. 1 recreates the gusher that gave birth to the oil town.
Johnstone Park is located at 200 N. Cherokee Ave. n

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2015 ionOklahoma 49

BOOK BUZZ:

Happenstance
by Lucie Smoker
These are the books you pick up because something about the description caught
your intellect. They aren’t your normal type of book. Nobody recommended them but you take a
chance on an idea, an attitude … a something that draws you in. Such books can sometimes be
all hype, but these will surprise, even open your eyes.
LITERARY FICTION? JUST A REAL GOOD BOOK

A General Theory of Oblivion by Jose Eduardo Agualusa, translated by Daniel Hahn
“I’m afraid of what’s outside the window, of the air that arrives in
bursts, and the noise it brings with it. I am scared of mosquitos, the
myriad of insects I don’t know how to name. I am foreign to everything like
a bird that has fallen into the current of a river.”
This book is a burst of fresh air. Ludo, a quirky recluse, was brought to
Angola by her sister and brother-in-law who now have disappeared. With
only her albino German Shepherd, Phantom, for company, Ludo
stays inside their apartment
while the country outside falls
apart, again and again, through
revolution and chaos. She uses
diamonds found under the bed to
catch pigeons to eat and ponders
the meaning of the world as seen
from her window, overheard from
the street.
Ludo speaks to that little voice in
all of us who just wants to hide
inside and let the world do its thing.
Yes, she’s afraid, humanity did
awful things to make her who she is
Jose Eduardo Agualusa.
today, but Ludo is also courageous, ingenious and tender. Like that
Photo by Lara Longle
wallﬂower whose name nobody remembers, she understands the nuances
of everyone better than their best friends.
You’re probably going to hear about this book in superlatives. Agualusa
is New York’s latest golden-boy of literary circles—and he deserves it. You’re going to be told it
will teach you about Africa and such. But I found this book to possess a heart and an optimism
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that connect much more deeply than perfect prose and education. If you enjoy delightful, foreign
ﬁlms like Amelie, I think you’ll ﬁnd this book wondrous. Highest recommendation.
NONFICTION: HANDCRAFT AND LIFE WISDOM

Best of Make, Volume 2 from the Editors of Make Magazine
Whether you are a Maker or a wannabe, the ideas in this book will send you to the garage or
workshop to hammer out a dream. Amidst our culture of prepackaged everything, Make Magazine
created a real movement of young people, middle-aged, and elderly, tinkering with technology,
creating ideas like Luminous Lowtops and Desktop Digital Geiger Counters. And while they tinker,
they ﬁnd solutions for all of us. As Make Projects Editor, Keith Hammond says:
“While we delight in chronicling the brilliant makers and powerful new tools that are driving
the Maker Movement, to my mind it’s the DIY projects that remain at the heart of Make:
magazine. We’ll always teach you to solder new circuits and MacGyver new gadgets from
old—it’s what we do.”
But Best of Make is inspiring even if you don’t know the difference between a socket and a
Phillips head. What packs these pages is ingenuity peppered with a philosophy of getting off your
duff and doing something with that idea that’s been rattling around the back of your head for a
while. Highly Dangerous.

YOUNG ADULT REALISM, WRITTEN IN VERSE

Traffick by Ellen Hopkins
Several years ago, I picked up a book called Crank, sat up all night unable to put it
down, and then, after making an obligatory appearance at work, I read it again. That
book written in verse took over my mind and heart like a locomotive.
Traffick feels different. Still in verse, it’s a little less riveting, a little more logical.
Every once in a while it preaches its worthy cause. “Teen” sex trafﬁcking is a huge
black hole in the ﬁber of this country. The average child forced into the sex trade in
this country is just twelve years old. They are in every state, hundreds of thousands of
American kids, in addition to the kids brought in from overseas. To feed our hunger for
young, pretty things.

If you want to learn about the hell that is the sex trade, this book will
give you a taste—cut with hope. Of the kids in this story, Cody snapped
my heartstrings. If you want to discover the words of Ellen Hopkins, that
writer you heard about who tells magnificent stories in verse, start with Crank and
work your way forward. Recommended but not her best.
Lucie Smoker is a freelance writer and Kindle bestselling mystery author.
Discover her words at luciesmoker.wordpress.com
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ENTERTAINMENT

STARTING THE OSCAR SEASON
BY JACOB OLLER

The Martian
Rated: PG-13 / Runtime: 2h 21m
Outpacing the subpar, feel-good space-disaster
ﬁlms of the late ’90s, The Martian’s scruffy, lovable,
and intelligent survival story does everything
correct.
ASTRONAUT/BOTANIST MARK WATNEY (Matt Damon,
who’s been stranded before in Interstellar) has been
accidentally abandoned on Mars by his crew, which means
we’re stuck watching him for most of the ﬁlm.
This is the make-or-break moment for most single-subject
survivals, and luckily Damon as Watney proves completely
capable. A surprisingly physical performance, Damon
transforms and suffers before our eyes. But this isn’t a
downer movie. That’s not what it’s going for.
So we get Watney, whether he’s pulling off the most intense
self-surgery this side of director Ridley Scott’s underrated
Prometheus or simply enduring his commander’s penchant for
bad disco, always ready with a quip and a smirk. Damon
shoulders the disheveled exhaustion with a cockiness found
only in the truly hopeful.
The rest of the star-studded cast shines, especially Michael
52 ion Oklahoma OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2015

Peña, Chiwetel Ejiofor, and Mackenzie Davis. Peña’s ballbusting sweetheart pilot taps into a close male friendship
with very few lines, Ejiofor’s Mars Mission Director roams from
desperation to despair to jubilation engagingly, and Davis’s
youthful satellite imager emits a quiet charm.
Ridley Scott, as a reminder, directed sci-ﬁ design landmarks
Alien and Blade Runner in addition to visual effect Oscar
nominee Prometheus. This guy can craft a world. The ﬁlm
looks stunning, with Mars’ desolate plateaus and rock
structures looming over the tiny incursions of humanity.
Chunky, blistering sandstorms and wispy, beautiful dust
devils whip the screen with such diverse and complex
textures, it’s astonishing that they’re not even the focus of
their scenes. I could go on about the space suits, the zerogravity movement and the spaceship design forever, but just
know that Scott and his visual team make it look GOOD.

Further, Scott controls the tone perfectly.
Drew Goddard’s script (adapted from Andy
Weir’s novel) makes a few necessary and
frugal deviations from the source material,
but maintains the competent, sarcastically
deﬁant attitude of its main character and
the earnest humanity of those trying to save
him. The ﬁlm pulses with emotion. Tearjerking triumph was supposed to have died
off in the campy action of the ’90s, but here
it is, working better than ever.
If Interstellar is sci-ﬁ focused on the
ﬁction, this is sci-ﬁ focused on the science.
There’s a palpable weight to every decision
of the plot because every decision is
debated in front of us. Counterpoints and
Plan Bs, deadlines and bureaucratic string-pulling, make it
all feel very real. Not just because the science is sound and
the numbers have been run, but because it all seems like a
huge corporate pain in the ass. Which makes sense, space is
tough. As Watney says, “It doesn’t cooperate.”
And the best parts of The Martian involve the – at the risk of
sounding like a job interview – collaborative problem-solving
by the characters. The obstacles they overcome feel
insurmountable.
WHEN THE FIRST BIG, CHOKING-BACK-TEARS, EMOTIONAL
moment of a movie involves what basically amounts to a guy

receiving an e-mail from his boss,
and it hits like a truck, you know
you’re in for a ride.
And when, post-accident, the
ﬁrst word out of your survivor’s
mouth is an f-bomb, you know it’s
a special ride.
The Martian is one of those
inescapable stories of human
achievement, those that in real
life get turned into far worse
movies than this.
It’s about people coming
together to beat a great unknown
adversary. Not through luck, or
faith, or some hand-holding goodvibe sending garbage, but through mathematical and
scientiﬁc competency, international collaboration, and good
humor. That’s the most unabashedly positive view of humanity
we’re likely to get this year, and it comes out of one of the
year’s best, most accessible, and most entertaining movies.
The exciting part is the ﬁlm’s scientiﬁc accuracy has already
been outdated with the ever-developing discovery that is
Mars’ water. There will be kids that get taken to this ﬁlm that,
inspired, will work on the ﬁrst trips to Mars. And if they get
stuck, we’ll work like hell to get ‘em back.
What a beautiful thought.

He Named Me Malala
Rated: PG-13 / Runtime: 87 min
AT THE AGE OF 15, Pakistani student Malala
Yousafzai survived an assassination attempt
by the Taliban. Not a random school bombing
or scattered gunﬁre in the dirt streets of her
native Swat Valley. A man boarded her school
bus, asked for her by name, and shot her in the
head. Why? She voiced the controversial
opinion that girls should go to school.
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Director Davis Guggenheim’s He
Named Me Malala (opening in wide
release on 10/9) - part teenage
biopic, part humanitarian
advertisement - documents Malala’s
feminist struggle and the girl behind
the movement. For the uninitiated,
the ﬁlm gives a cursory overview of
the Taliban’s control over the state of
education in Malala’s particular
region of Pakistan in beautifully
animated, yet undramatic,
sequences. These sequences,
attempting to canonize a teenager
we see scrolling through images of
her athletic crushes (hello, Roger
Federer), fail to transcend Malala’s
real-life appeal. There’s no need for
a cartoon fable when the real thing is more compelling.
IN MANY WAYS, THE GLOBALIzATION of Malala’s cause,
what makes her a voice for education rights everywhere,
makes her an impersonal documentary subject. When
Malala won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014, her speech
focused on her status as a symbol. A spokeswoman for
every girl deprived of education. It’s immediately
apparent that the mission and the activism are
important, but the snippets we get of Malala’s home life
transcend the campaign. She arm-wrestles her brother,
reads the autograph that she wrote inside the cover of
her copy of her memoir (“Dear Malala, keep up the good
work! Love, Malala”), and self-consciously shows off her
sub-par test grades.
These segments personalize a struggle that can feel
self-evident to the privileged. Of course girls need rights; of
course they should learn to read more than the Quran.
Inundated with tales of the extraordinary, the consequences
behind speaking out can feel muted. This is where He Named
Me Malala shines. We see Malala admit to slapping around her
little brother with a lopsided grin, play cards with her alwayssmiling father and still-adjusting conservative mother. We
wonder about her relationships with her parents, the optimistic
activism of her father and the unexplored culture-shock of her
mother’s burgeoning literacy. This provides as normal a life as
you could hope for an international activist.
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Then we see the physical therapy.
The recovery. The blood-spattered
bus. The smile that was not yet
lopsided, fated to slope when a
damaged facial nerve failed to
respond to a brain pierced with
shards of shattered skull.
Here are the consequences of
speaking out. It grounds you in your
privilege, something the rest of the
ﬁlm loses when it globalizes its
campaign to the point of anonymity.
When women are shot trying to learn
and threatened trying to receive
healthcare from Planned
Parenthood, those of us who don’t

have to worry, and have never had to worry, about these
concerns, should be shell shocked. The Taliban bombed over a
hundred girls’ schools before shooting Malala. Destroying the
institution is always the ﬁrst response.
The ﬁlm assumes if you’re watching that yes, you believe
that girls deserve education. I bet most people believe that
women should receive reproductive health services. Where He
Named Me Malala succeeds isn’t in the ﬂuffy faux-deiﬁcation
of its subject, but the normalizing and personalizing of the
feminist struggle. It’s not a fairy tale, it’s a ﬁght. And it’s not
just against the Taliban.

American Ultra: New Cult Classic
Rated: R / Runtime: 96 min
AMERICAN ULTRA, a goofy deconstruction of action movies,
romantic comedies, and the menace of the U.S. government,
didn’t have a great debut. Or, for that matter, a fantastic
following few weeks. Garnering about half its budget from the
box ofﬁce, it’ll be remembered by many as a ﬂop. But for those
the movie was for, it’ll be a cult classic.
When you have Jesse Eisenberg as a stoner sleeper agent
ﬁghting off the CIA with his girlfriend Kristen Stewart, it’s
inevitable.
STONER COMEDIES RARELY HAVE THE WHEREWITHAL to commit
to serious emotions, and lean heavily on their lightness to be
consumed by an impaired audience. American Ultra takes the
opposite approach. Digging deep into the stereotypical
paranoia of the reefer-smoking hippy, the ﬁlm pits true love (or
as close as it can get) against the evils of a mind-controlling
military industrial complex.
The result is a movie that buzzes in your head long after the
initial shock laughs have worn off. Couples in dorm rooms and
snuggled in crappy apartments will appreciate the intimacy of
the realistic young adult relationship far more than any
Nicholas Sparks fairy tale nonsense. Their love isn’t one
forged in unhealthy dreams of one-sided devotion. We get
mutual support - pet names and pet peeves. We get our
relationships, and eventually, we get what we hope we’d do to
preserve our relationships.

Our protagonists are scared, timid, anxious people thrust
into a Jason Bourne situation. They hate every second of it and
it’s endearing from the start. No ﬁsh out of water ever adapts
as well as they do in action movies. Eisenberg and Stewart
ﬂop and gasp for air exactly as they should.
Mixing a demonization of brainwashing with an almost
hopeful naivety about unlocking one’s full potential, American
Ultra even manages to jam some wish-fulﬁllment into its
already packed runtime. Maybe we all secretly have the ability
to succeed if we have the proper incentive. Its villains are the
poor souls that can’t break free. They are those fallen, taken
advantage of and turned into commodities. They turn from
inhuman killing machines to abused, pitiable creatures in
seconds thanks to a few perfect lines and an amazing
performance from the unhinged Walton Goggins.
Did I mention it’s funny? That’s just icing. The laughter may
fade, but American Ultra will continue to speak directly into
every paranoid discontent’s heart for years to come.
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DINING

ROCKS

R

ococo has been a neighborhood fixture on N. Pennsylvania
Avenue since 2004 when chef/owner Bruce Rinehart
decided to invest in a little island of fine dining where none
existed.

Rinehart and executive chef Jason Bustamante brought their East Coast cuisine and
aesthetic to Oklahoma City, and since they first opened in June 2004, Rococo has
established itself as one of Oklahoma City’s most unique dining experiences.

Meatballs.

Rinehart has always referred to
Rococo’s food as “East-Coast style” fare,
and that probably best sums up the
eclectic menu. The menu includes pasta,
seafood, steak, and what is clearly the
metro’s best crab cake. Oklahoma diners
are used to “fried hockey puck” style
crab cakes, but Rinehart features
Maryland jumbo lump crab meat that is
never fried. The breading is moist and
delicious, and the appetizer is served
with Thai chili cream sauce, and
accompanied by a small side salad of
mixed greens and Roma tomatoes tossed
in a delicious balsamic dressing.

Also on the starter menu are
Rinehart’s signature “cookies.” Nope,
they are not dessert. Instead, Rococo
cookies are toppings like smoked
salmon or blue cheese and garlic
served on sliced baguettes. The
Gangster Cookie is a popular choice
that features Rococo’s spicy Italian
sausage, or choose from shrimp and
spinach or barbecue chicken cookies.
The entrées include a choice of six
pasta dishes, plus the popular lobster
and shrimp risotto, which is on the
seafood menu. Creamy risotto is
served with generous portions of
lobster tail and shrimp to create a
genuinely decadent dish.

Top to bottom:
LoveSalad, FishStew, KingSalmon.
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HawaiianPoke.

The littleneck clams are always a favorite at Rococo,
and diners can order them as a hot appetizer or served
up with linguini. If spicy is your thing, choose the Dr.
C’s Shrimp Fra Diavalo.
Rococo also serves up steaks, lamb, and chops, but
one of their lesser-known and ridiculously delicious
choices is the Long Island Duckling. The duck is
served three ways: a “confit” thigh, seared and sliced
breast, and ground liver served as cookies. Another
popular choice is the stuffed pork chop. This one
disappeared briefly, but customer demand brought it
back. It’s a huge, lean chop stuffed with pine nuts,
spinach, provolone, and mozzarella.
Rococo also serves one of the metro’s more popular
brunches. Although there are dozens of options, to be a
true brunch expert, you simply must have experienced
the crab cake benedict. It’s the East Coast style crab

cake served as “the bread,” with a
poached egg and Hollandaise. It’s rich
enough you may want to share it. The fruit served on
the side helps to cut some of the fat, but this is simply
one of the richest, creamiest brunch items available
anywhere.
For lunch, two things really stand out. The Petrale
sole is served either grenobloise or meuniere, and it’s a
perfect lunch portion of fish accompanied by rice. For
vegetarians—and Rococo really caters to vegetarians—
the Amber’s Vegetarian Chili is so delicious and hearty
that meat eaters won’t notice there are no dead animals
in it.
Rococo features a full bar and excellent wine list,
including Mimosas for Sunday brunch. They’re also
open seven days a week. n
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FASHION

Stand outs
HOLIDAY SHOES WORTH A SECOND LOOK
BY LINDA MILLER

O

h, the power of a great
pair of shoes.

They can pump up any outﬁt and take it from
special to spectacular. Sure, every woman needs
a pair of basic black heels, but there’s no better
time than the holidays to wiggle your toes into
something drop-dead gorgeous or outrageously
fun. Let it be the style or color that stands out.
Maybe the detail.

Above, Jimmy Choo Lang silver metallic strappy
sandal from Balliets.

Left, Via Spiga Tolsa sandal with gold chain
fringe from Betsy King. A Shoe Boutique in
Paseo.
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“Shoes for the holiday season are typically
embellished and textural. Think elegant beading,
crystals and sequins on velvets, silks and suedes,”
said Betsy King, owner of Betsy King. A Shoe Boutique
in Paseo. “I suggest keeping it simple with that little
black dress and jazz it up with a crystal
sandal and fabulous accessories.”

Plenty of stylish offerings grab
attention this holiday season. Fringe
adds a sexy and ﬂirty feel. Metallic
always shines. Embellishments?
Yes, please. And texture makes
anything more interesting.
“The red carpet has
inﬂuenced this season’s
holiday dressing as we continue to see
the simple, two-strap sandal on nearly every
celebrity,” said Barbara Jansen, shoe and
clothing buyer for Balliets. “Every designer
has offered this style for holiday. It’s
simple and versatile for dressing and has
become an essential closet staple.

Top to bottom:
Gianni Bini Sianna gold jeweled sandal from
Dillard’s.
Kate Spade Isa bronze lame glitter ankle-strap
sandal from Balliets.
Jimmy Choo Leondra champagne glitter lame
sandals from Balliets.

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2015 ionOklahoma 61

“Of course, we are still seeing the statement
shoe. We can’t forget high heeled,
strappy sandals. This season’s fabrics are
better than ever: glitter lame fabric and
shiny metallic. Silver has really resurged on the
market and is a nice change from gold.”
When it comes to holiday footwear, indulge in
something that’ll be the envy of the party. It’ll
make you and your feet happy. n

Top, Vince Camuto red suede Bodelle lace-up pump from Dillard’s.

Right, Shutz Juliana python pearl caged sandal
from Betsy King. A Shoe Boutique.
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SPORTS

THE OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER WILL,
in all likelihood, start the 2015-2016 NBA season
in a much better position than it did a year ago.
At that time, perennial All-Star Kevin Durant
was out of the lineup and questions lingered
about his return. As any Thunder fan will
remember, Durant appeared in and out of the
lineup due to injuries during the course of the 82game schedule.
In the end, Oklahoma City missed last season’s
playoffs by a single game.
This year will be different. Durant and superstar
point guard Russell Westbrook are healthy, the
Thunder has a new coach in Billy Donovan and
everyone else on the roster appears to be healthy,
minus a few aches and pains as of the printing of
this issue.
With a new coach comes a new offensive

scheme, which Donovan has been working to
implement since training camp opened Oct. 1.
“I’d say my philosophy and my feeling was to
really get a lot in and be able to play a game by
tomorrow. I’m not saying that we would do anything
well, but to at least have the shell and the concepts
where there’s underneath out of bounds, there’s side
out of bounds, there’s halfcourt offenses, our
defensive system as in pick-and-roll coverage
packages, that sort of thing. Like if we had to play a
game right now, there’s some things we could go to.”
With the season fast approaching, much of the
concern has been on Durant’s health, which he
addressed recently with reporters.
“The most humble way I can say it is I’ve always
got feel,” he said after the team’s ﬁrst practice.
“Every time I step on the court I feel great. I know
how to play the game. My body might say a little
different, but I always feel like I’m in rhythm.”
Durant missed 55 games last season and hasn’t
played in an NBA game since Feb. 18 after

undergoing three surgeries to repair a Jones fracture
in his right foot.
During the Thunder’s media day event, Donovan
addressed the athleticism of Westbrook.
“One thing I’d say about Russell, it’s amazing when
you’re out there on the court with him, he’s been in
the league for a while but the stuff that I’m throwing
out at him on offense, he knows his position and he
knows the four other positions and I think that speaks
volumes how cerebral a guy he is out there on the
court, how much he sees. As a coach that’s great,
because I can get a lot of feedback from him.”
Oklahoma City’s ﬁrst home preseason game is
Friday, Oct. 9 as the Thunder hosts Fenerbahce Ulker
in a 7 p.m. tipoff. OKC hosts Dallas on Tuesday, Oct.
13 and then hosts Denver on Sunday, Oct. 18.
Preseason road games are at Minnesota, Memphis
and Utah.
The Thunder kicks off the regular season at home
against San Antonio in a 7 p.m. tipoff. n
— TIM FARLEY

ART
National Exhibition Honors Oklahoma Artist

New York Art Club Features

Jim Bruce’s Paintings
BY M. J. VAN DEVENTER

O

klahoma City oil painter Jim Bruce has finally
achieved a long-time goal to have an art show
at the prestigious Salmagundi Club in New
York City.

He shared the honor of showing his work in the exclusive
Patrons Gallery with a fellow artist, Scott Christensen. The
Salmagundi show, Inside & Out – Dual Visions, was on exhibit
Sept. 17-Oct. 1.
A resident of Victor, Idaho, Christensen is noted for
winning the coveted Prix de West Purchase Award from the
National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum in 2000.
The Salmagundi Club is one of the oldest, most distinctive
art clubs in America, established in 1871 as a private sketch
club for some of the country’s most prominent artists.
Bruce has been familiar with the club for more than 50 years.
“During my trips to New York City as a banker, I would go
to the club to enjoy its elegant atmosphere and art. The artists
who founded the club are some of my art heroes,” he said.
He applied for membership and was accepted as a nonresident member in 2011.
The show also was a culmination of a suggestion to Bruce
from Christensen that they have a two-man show sometime.
“I was in Idaho painting with Scott, working on ideas for
achieving a tonal approach to painting, and he said we should
have a show together,” Bruce recalled.
“I thought, ‘What a treat that would be for me. Scott’s
suggestion was an honor.’ To show at a prestigious art club in
New York City with one of my favorite master artists - young
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as he is - would be at the top of my art bucket
list.”
The show’s title was a suggestion from the
artists’ good friend, fellow oil painter Sherrie
McGraw of Taos, N. M. Bruce’s art reflects his
flair for painting still lifes. Scott’s forte is
landscapes, often on a monumental scale, like
the painting that won the Prix de West Award.
Bruce is a native Oklahoman, having grown
up in Tishomingo and graduated from Ardmore
High School. He received a Bachelor of Science
degree from the University of Oklahoma in
1960, graduating with special distinction. He
served in the. U.S. Navy as a commissioned
officer from 1960 to 1963 and then attended
Harvard Graduate School of Business
Administration, earning his MBA.

WHEN BRUCE WAS 14, he began taking art lessons
from Faye Burnett Baker, a prominent Ardmore artist.
His real love for art was ignited a year later, when he
took a summer workshop from the noted Oklahoma City
artist, the late Richard V. Goetz.
Bruce said, “Goetz became a lifelong friend and
mentor and instilled in me a love for still life painting
and color harmony. He taught me how to see color and
the beauty of putting objects together in harmony and
design to create the overall mood I wanted to achieve.”
He adds, “The focus on ‘painting what you see’ has
always set the creative tone for me.”
It’s also a subject Bruce has addressed in numerous
art workshops. In addition to his studies with Goetz,
Bruce has been influenced by the great American
tonalist painters, George Inness, John Henry
Twachtman, John Fabian Carlson and Birge Harrison.
“The harmony, subtle color, value range and poetic
expression of tonalist paintings are qualities I have
strived for ever since viewing a Tonalism exhibition
organized by Grand Central Galleries in New York in
1982,” Bruce said. “The painting, Landscape with
Avenue of Trees, by Eduard Steichen in that exhibition
has been a significant influence through the years.”
Bruce notes, “For me, the challenge of painting is to

set the mood of the scene through close values, color,
temperature, form and edges, all working together in
harmony to convey that mood to the observer. “Painting
always has been important food for my soul, while
banking has been my career.”
As a prominent local artist, with art continually on
view at the Howell Gallery, Bruce has won numerous
significant awards, many of them from the Oklahoma
Art Guild. He also has won awards from the Plein Air
Painters of America and the Scottsdale Artists School.
In 2006, he received the prestigious Oklahoma
Governor’s Arts Award and had a retrospective of his
paintings in the Governor’s Gallery. In 2011, he was
commissioned to paint a large landscape for the
Oklahoma Judicial Center’s Great Room, depicting
Oklahoma’s lakes and a large still life to honor the late
Oklahoma Supreme Court Justice Marion Opala. The
painting now hangs in the Judicial Center.
Considering the magnitude and prestige of showing at
the Salmagundi Club, Bruce called the experience
“awesome.”
He said, “To have master artists, Christensen and
McGraw, involved is like being anointed by the
National Academy of Art. In many ways, this show puts
a stamp of ‘professional’ on my art career.” n

MUSIC

SOUND CHECK

Many concerts to choose from with
Oklahoma native Reba McEntire is
scheduled to perform in November

Casinos line up winter concerts

C

asinos across the state are
cranking up the volume to end
2015 on a high note with
upcoming concerts featuring
Reba McEntire, Aretha Franklin, Willie
Nelson, LeAnn Rimes, the Oak Ridge
Boys, Liza Minnelli and more.
WinStar World Casino and Resort on I-35 near

the Texas state line, Riverwind Casino in Norman,
Choctaw Casino Resort in Durant, Sugarcreek
Casino in Hinton and others have packed the last
months of the year with plenty of entertainment to
please every kind of music lover.
Some of these concerts are sure to sell out
quickly. And schedules can change so check the
website. Here’s the lineup.

WinStar World Casino, Global Events Center.
www.winstarworldcasino.com
Four-time Grammy Award and Latin Grammy Award Winner Pepe Aguilar, 9
p.m. Oct. 9. Tickets: $45 to $75.
Country singer Kacey Musgraves, 8 p.m. Oct. 10. She’s a nominee for the
2015 Country Music Association Female Vocalist of the Year and her album
“Pageant Material” is up for Album of the Year. Tickets: $35 to $65.
Lionel Richie, 9 p.m. Oct. 23. Richie, an original member of the
Commodores, established a solo career in R&B, Soul, Pop and Pop Rock.
He has sold more than 100 million records worldwide. Tickets: $90 to $150.

Jackson Browne, 7:30 p.m. Oct. 24. He was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame in 2004 and the Songwriter’s Hall of Fame in 2007. He has released 14 studio
albums and four collections of live performances. He’ll be joined by special guests Larry
Campbell and Teresa Williams. Tickets: $55 to $95.
Mickey Gilley, 3 p.m. Nov. 8. His many hits include “City Lights” and “Don’t the Girls All
Get Prettier at Closing Time.” Tickets: $15 to $35.
Smokey Robinson, 9 p.m. Nov. 13. Between 1960 and 1971, he sang lead for the
Miracles, bagging 27 hits, including “You’ve Really Got a Hold On Me,” “Shop
Around” and “The Tears of a Clown.” Tickets: $40 to $75
Actress and singer Liza Minnelli, 8 p.m. Nov. 14. She won a Tony award at
19 and was nominated for her ﬁrst Academy Award at age 23 for the role of
Pookie Adams in “The Sterile Cuckoo.” She won an Academy Award for
Best Actress in “Cabaret.” Minnelli has a long list of albums and more
coming. Tickets: $55 to $85.
Country music legend Willie Nelson, 9 p.m. Nov. 27. Affectionately
known as the Red-Headed Stranger, his hits include “Good Hearted
Woman,” “Mammas Don’t Let Your Babies Grow Up to Be Cowboys”
and “On the Road Again.” Tickets: $35 to $65.
Oklahoma native Reba McEntire, 8 p.m. Nov. 28. Her long and successful
career is highlighted by 14 American Music Awards, nine People’s Choice Awards,
seven Country Music Association Awards and two Grammys. A few of her hits
include “Turn on the Radio,” “Somebody,” “Whoever’s in New England” and
“Consider Me Gone.” Tickets: $85 to $150.
Singer and songwriter Dwight Yoakam, 8 p.m. Dec. 5. His hits include “Guitars,
Cadillacs,” “I Sang Dixie,” “Streets of Bakersﬁeld” and “Ain’t That Lonely Yet.”
Yoakam is said to be one of country music’s biggest inﬂuencers. Tickets: $35 to $55.
Sibling duo Donnie and Marie Osmond, 4 p.m. Dec. 19- 20. A variety show mix of
their hits plus comedy, show dancers and special effects. Tickets: $70 to $125.
Smokey Robinson, NOV 13 @ WinStar

Riverwind Casino, Showplace Theatre.
www.riverwind.com
“The Intimate Truth” featuring R&B and jazz singer Ledisi with
guest Ruben Studdard, 8 p.m. Oct. 17. Tickets: $59 to $79.

LeAnn Rimes, 8 p.m. Nov. 20. She has sold 42 million albums,
won two Grammy Awards, three Academy of Country Music
Awards and 12 Billboard Music Awards. At 13, she had her ﬁrs
national hit with “Blue” in 1996. Tickets: $47 to $67.

Don Williams, 8 p.m. Nov. 13. The Country Music Association
named him Male Vocalist of the Year in 1978, the same year
“Tulsa Time” won Single of the Year. Tickets: $37 to $57.

Stoney Larue, a Texas native turned longtime Oklahoma
resident, 8 p.m. Nov. 27. His new CD, “Us Time,” releases Oct.
16. Tickets: $32 to $52.
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Choctaw Casino Resort, Grand Theater.
www.choctawcasinoscom/choctaw-durant
The Band Perry, 8 p.m. Oct. 16. “If I Die Young” hit No. 1 on the country charts
and crossed over to No. 14 on Billboard’s Hot 100. Other hits include “Better
Dig Two,” “Done” and “Don’t Let Me Be Lonely.” Tickets: $45 to $145.

REO Speedwagon,
NOV 14 @Choctaw Casino

REO Speedwagon, 8 p.m. Nov. 14. The band came together in 1967 and rocked
the nation with “Keep on Loving You” and “Take it on the Run.” Tickets: $25 to
$45.
Pop singer and songwriter Michael Bolton, 8 p.m. Nov. 20. He has won two
Grammys for Best Pop Male Vocal Performances and six American Music
Awards and penned songs that have been recorded and performed by more
than 100 diverse artists. Tickets $30 to $55.
Liza Minnelli, NOV 14 @ WinStar

Heart, 8 p.m. Dec. 3. Sisters Ann and
Nancy Wilson stormed the charts in the
1970s with hits “Crazy on You,” “Magic
Man,” “Barracuda”and “Straight On” and
kept topping the charts through the ’80s
and ’90s. Tickets $35 to $65.
Randy Houser featuring Frankie Ballard
and special guest Craig Campbell, 7 p.m.
Dec. 12. Houser’s hits include “How
Country Feels,” “Runnin Outta Moonlight”
and “Goodnight Kiss.” Tickets $15 to $35.
Clay Walker with Restless Heart, 8 p.m.
De. 31. Walker ﬁrst topped the Billboard
country charts in 1993 with “What’s It to
You” and followed with “Live Until I Die.”
Restless Heart, with three of its ﬁve
members from Oklahoma, will be inducted
into the Oklahoma Music Hall of Fame Oct.
16. The band’s hits include “I’ll Still Be
Loving You,” “Fast Movin’ Train” and
“When She Cries.” Tickets: $25 to $45.
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The Oak Ridge Boys OCT 23 @ Sugar Creek

Sugar Creek Casino, Event Center,
www.sugarcreekcasino.net
Country legend Charley Pride, 8 p.m. Oct. 10. He had 39 No. 1
hits, including “Kiss an Angel Good Mornin,” and was named
Country Music Association’s Entertainer of the Year in 1971 and
Top Male Vocalist in 1971 and 1972. Tickets: $45 to $95.
The Oak Ridge Boys, 8 p.m. Oct. 23. The group has had 17 No.
1 hits and 34 in the Top 10 including “Elvira” and “Y’all Come
Back Saloon.” Tickets: $35 to $85.
Montgomery Gentry, 8 p.m. Nov. 7. The award-winning duo
has ﬁve No. 1 hits including “If You Ever Stop Loving Me” and
“Roll with Me.” Tickets: $45 to $105.
The Man in Black: A Tribute to Johnny Cash featuring Shawn
Barker, 8 p.m. Nov. 21 Tickets: $10 to $40.
R&B singer/songwriter Keith Sweat, 8 p.m. Dec. 5. Hits include
“Twisted” and “Nobody.” Tickets: $45 to $100.
Ronnie Milsap The Legend in My Time Farewell Tour, 8 p.m. Dec.
12. Chart-toppers include “(There’s) No Gettin’ Over Me,” “Any
Day Now” and Smoky Mountain Rain.” Tickets: $30 to $80. n
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Other upcoming concerts.
Check websites for dates and prices.
• Heart REO Speedwagon at Hard Rock in Tulsa.
www.hardrockcasinotulsa.com
• Montgomery Gentry and Marshall Tucker Band at
Osage Casino, Tulsa. www.osagecasinos.com
• Babyface, REO Speedwagon and KC and the
Sunshine Band at 7 Clans Paradise Casino, Red
Rock. www.okparadisecasino.com
• Casey Donahew Band and Michael Bolton,
Choctaw Casino in Pocola.
www.choctawcasinos.com
• Kellie Pickler at Choctaw Casino in Grant.
www.choctawcasinos.com
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COMMUNITY

Halloween Parade Adds
YMCA Spooky Fun Zone

Organizers Make Event
More Family Friendly
The Air Comfort Solutions Oklahoma City Halloween
Parade, “A Celebration of the Arts & Creativity,”
will take place at 7 p.m. Oct. 31 on Automobile Alley with ﬂoats,
marching bands, unique automobiles and walking groups.
Event organizers have added several activities before and
after the parade, including zombie Ball. Both the parade and
all related events will take place on and around Automobile
Alley.
This year the parade has teamed up with the Downtown
YMCA to create a child-friendly area where families can have
fun before the parade. The events will feature Halloween
themed arts and craft areas, a photo booth for families, a
spooky reading library and Haunted food-crafting corner.
The OKC ﬁre department will be on hand to teach ﬁre safety
and “Thriller” dance lessons will be taught free of charge. The
area will be open from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. with a children’s
Costume Parade scheduled for 5:45 p.m.
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ADMISSION IS FREE TO THE FIRST 250 CHILDREN through
the gate. It will be located in the outdoor courtyard in front of the
Downtown YMCA at NW 4th and Broadway.
“We are excited to be a part of the OKC Halloween Parade and
look forward to seeing kids 5-10 years old having a safe, fun
Halloween evening’” Brenda Bennett of the Downtown YMCA said.
Parade organizer Brent Skarky said much work has been done to
ensure the event is for all ages.
“We are committed to making the Air Comfort Solutions
Halloween Parade an event all can attend and enjoy. Having
events before and after, that are available to families, make our
partnership with the YMCA a perfect ﬁt,” he said.
Mike McAuliffe, one of the event organizer, said the YMCA has
solid reputation for being a place where families can have fun and
stay safe.
“It is an ideal addition to the parade schedule and proves a
great alternative to the traditional Halloween night trick or
treating,” he said.
The parade, set to kick off at 7 p.m, will start at North Broadway
Avenue beginning at NW 13 Street and end at NW 4 Street. Some of

the ﬂoats will return to Automobile Alley as static displays for
the costume party and zombie Ball.

THE POST PARADE EVENTS WILL INCLUDE STATIC DISPLAYS,
entertainment, food and beverages and music by Superfreak.
Since 1999, Superfreak has played everywhere from backyards
to arenas and everything in between.
Individually, the members of Superfreak have performed on
Broadway, The Tonight Show, Conan O’Brien and TNN’s Prime
Time Country just to name a few.
Superfreak’s stage show is second to none, with smoke
machines, incredible stage lighting & displays and
choreography.
Entry fees for the parade are $100 with 100 percent of all
entry fees donated to Allied Arts to support local arts
organizations. Prizes will be awarded by the judges for the best
entries. Original piece of art created by an Oklahoma City
artist will be given to ﬁrst, second and third place winners.
Additional information is available online at
www.okchalloweenparade.com.

COMMUNITY
Lamb’s mission is to keep bright, talented
young professionals in Oklahoma
Lt. Gov. led conference at Devon Tower

L

t. Governor Todd Lamb hosted the Lt.
Governor’s Young Professionals Conference
at noon Wednesday, Oct. 7 on the Devon
Tower’s 50th floor.

This conference brought together young professionals from
throughout the state, providing them an opportunity to engage
and connect with other young leaders as well as Oklahoma
industry frontrunners.
The theme for the conference was “Beat Texas.” Lamb, in
many of his conversations with young professionals, continually
says it is time to “Beat Texas” at more than just football.
Oklahoma needs to “Beat Texas” in terms of economic
development, job creation, lower taxes and retention of college
graduates, he said.
The conference was ﬁlled with speakers and breakout
sessions with topics on leadership, entrepreneurship and
culinary expertise centering on Oklahoma professionals and
leaders.
“We want young professionals to learn more about the
entrepreneurs and CEOs in our great state,” Lamb said.
“Keeping our next generation home is paramount to growing
our economy. Young professionals are important to the present
and the future.”

SPEAKERS THIS YEAR have a wide range of entrepreneurial
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Dana Weber

spirit, innovation and natural leadership. The keynote speaker
was Dana Weber of Webco Industries, an international
company with headquarters in Sand Springs.
Weber was appointed chief executive ofﬁcer of Webco
Industries in March 2011. She has been president of the
company since June 1998 and has been with Webco full-time
in various positions since 1977. Webco is a manufacturer and

Lt. Governor Todd Lamb
shares a table at the 2014
conference.

distributor of high-quality carbon steel,
stainless steel and tubing products.
Weber graduated from the University
of Tulsa with a Bachelor of Science in
Accounting and a Juris Doctorate. She is
also a graduate of the Harvard Business
School Program for Management
Development. Weber is active in the
Tulsa Metro Chamber, The State
Chamber of Oklahoma, Tulsa’s Young
Professionals and many other civic
organizations.

The Lt. Governor’s Young Professional
Conference also included four speaker
panels.
Food & Community: Panelists were
include Katie Morgan, co-owner &
operator of Katiebug’s Shaved Ice; Brian
Bergman, organizer of H & 8th and Mike
Thornbrugh, manager of public &
government affairs for QuikTrip.
Attendees discovered how food trucks
and festivals interact with customers
via social media, how to increase fan

base and build trust in their brand.
Panelists discussed how Oklahoma
politics impact the food and beverage
industry.
Entertainment & Marketing: Panelists
included Jeff Ewing, president of Energy
FC; Rob Gardenhire, vice president of
marketing and digital media for the
Tulsa Drillers and Scott Munz, vice
president of marketing & public
relations for the Oklahoma State Fair.
Panelists will discuss how to reach the
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Above, Burns Hargis and Todd Lamb at the
2014 Conference.

millennial market and how to approach
corporate sponsorships. Attendees also
heard about the impact Oklahoma City’s
sports franchises are having on the city
and the state in general.
Leadership: Panelists were Ashley
Kehl, senior consultant of Victory
Enterprises; Matt Newman, director of
business management of Covanta
Energy and Bea Jai Webb, director of

Whiz Kids. Attendees had the chance to
listen as leaders in their own ﬁelds
shared their stories of how to successfully lead a company, industry or
organization, whether it’s in politics,
non-proﬁt or the energy industry.
Technology in Business: Panelists
included Matt Scovil, CEO & co-founder
of Medefy; Nathan Gilchrist, co-founder
& COO of Medefy; James Vollbrecht,
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director of technology for FlyingTee and
Travis Stephens, co-founder of Truck it
OKC and useaﬁreman.com. Panelists
talked about devices and apps that
assist with starting a new business and
work in day-to-day business procedures,
the Bring Your Own Device (BYOD)
movement and how it’s impacting
businesses. n

PEOPLE
2015 30 Under 30
NextGen Awards
ionOklahoma will introduce the innovative, creative and inspiring young
Oklahomans to be honored at the Fifth Annual 30 Under 30 NextGen
Awards on October 15th. These are the leaders of tomorrow. They have
made significant contributions in their careers and community.

Group photo taken at Governor Mary Fallin’s Office
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2015
Honorees
Ruth Addison

Jarod Armstrong

Crystal Bland

Crowe & Dunlevy

Enterprise Rent-a-Car

Milo & Lily Boutique

Tyler Bolton

Sarah Brown

Wesley Burt

Taryn Calico

Continental Resources, Inc.

Municipal Judge

Hogan Taylor

Cherokee Nation

Ryan Cargill

Bryce Chitwood

James Cotter

JaNiece Cranmer

Chesapeake Energy Corporation

The Artesian Hotel and Spa

Cotter & Sons, Inc

KFOR

Ryan Cunningham

Mickey Dollens

Lauren Ferguson

Sarah Finley

Gaillardia Country Club

OKCPS Teacher

Paycom Software, Inc.

Addison Group
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Dalton Funkhouser

Nathan Gardocki

Jessica Green

Philip Grenier

St. Anthony Foundation

Nathan Gardocki Productions

Capital Distributing

Booz Allen Hamilton

Tessa Hager

Baird Harper

Mike Hoang

Jon Hocker

Attorney General’s Ofﬁce

MidFirst Bank

KM Marketing

Safe Families Oklahoma

Katherine Horn-Davis

Whitney Hufnagel

Mary Johnston

Shannon Lavicky

Heritage Hall

Heritage Trust Company

First Liberty Bank

Hall Capital, LLC

Marissa Lightsey

Ben Lindsey

Martin Madewell

Brent Nagtegaal

Oklahoma Baptist University

Legacy Bank

Cherokee Nation

Armstrong Int’l Cultural Foundation
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Doann Nguyen

Erika Oliveira

Jacob Oller

Brittney Orr

Phillips 66

Cars.com

Love's Travel Stops

The Chickasaw Nation

Christian Pearson

Jen Roberts

Chloe Shelby

Pervez Soomar

MidFirst Bank

Kimray Inc.

Jordan Advertising

MillennialCFO and BOK

Mitch Steichen

Katylee Strange

Clay Taylor

Ieshia Thomas

Jones Public Relations

Liquidﬁsh

Taylor Capitol Group, LLC

IT Music Group LLC

Kyle Thompson

Peter Tran

Rachel Webb

Carlisha Williams

Gateway

American Fidelity Assurance Co.

Sonic Drive In

Lighthouse Academies
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The Bestselling Book by Kent Frates

Oklahoma’s Most Notorious Cases
Six cases that remain the
talk of the courtroom
Oklahoma has had more than its share of
sensational legal battles with national
ramifications, but for the first time in one
volume, attorney/historian Kent Frates
reveals the facts behind six cases that
helped shape the history of the
state—and the nation.
From bloody murders, to political
scandal, to the horrific act of
domestic terrorism known as
the Oklahoma City Bombing,
OKLAHOMA’S MOST NOTORIOUS CASES
captures the stories, the times, and
the import of these landmark trials.

Read the book that inspired the serial
podcast We Will Always Remember
(RealMysteries.us | weekly Feb. 12 to April 23)
www.

Order now by visiting

OkMostNotoriousCases.com

or calling toll free 877.536.7634

Only

$24
Includes 16 pages
of historic photos!

available at
Full Circle Bookstore, OKC
Best of Books, Edmond
The Bookseller, Ardmore
The Book Place, Broken Arrow
and Barnes & Noble
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CAUTION:
ADVENTURE AHEAD

THE NEW 2016 NX 200t

Firsts are impossible to forget. And they aren’t over yet. Meet the new 2016 Lexus NX 200t, the
first gasoline turbo engine in the powertrain family of compact crossovers. The six-speed
automatic transmission, with torque-demand control logic, will drive new adventures with
maximized engine torque. The new 2016 Lexus NX 200t. Your next first is here.
For over 60 years, Eskridge Auto Group has continued to combine years of experience with
cutting edge thinking. Here’s to 60 more.
700 WEST MEMORIAL ROAD 405.755.9000
ESKRIDGELEXUS.COM

