ionOk.com

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2014

Todd Lamb works to curb the
“Brain Drain” in Oklahoma

Artist Skip Hill

The Burton Band: Mixing it up at the
Purple Martini in Bricktown

OU-Texas Rivalry
Takes on New Look

Celebrate Oklahoma! Shirley Jones
attends movie premier at OCCC

Thundering to Success

Lifestyle … Culture … Entertainment

Nichols Hills Plaza
NW 63rd &Western
405.842.1478
rmeyersokc.com
Follow us on

publisher : Don Swift
assistant : Joni Yeager
editor : Tim Farley
editiorial assistant : Darian Woolbright
videographer : Jeremy Gossett
director of photography : Michael Downes
web site developer : Patrick Moore with Set Sail Media
web site developer : Nina Jones, Data Design Inc.
illustration : Rosemary Burke
graphic design : Wendy Mills
Advertising Sales
Becky Grantham
Dave Amis
Tina Layman

Photographers
Justin Avera
Jeremy Gossett
Donny Ho
Fran Kozakowski
Hugh Scott, Jr.
Tracy Reece

Advertising Consultants
Rick Buchanan

Contributors
fashion : Linda Miller
art : Joy Reed Belt
people : Peggy Gandy
entertainment : Heide Brandes
book reviews : Lucy Smoker
social issues : Robbie Robertson
community : Lauren Wright
bon appetite : Cheryl Payne
contributing writer : Julie Bishop
contributing writer : Don Brewington
contributing writer : Greg Horton
contributing writer : Asa Leveaux
contributing writer : M.A. Smith
contributing writer : Julie York
thunder fastbreak : Kevin Green

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER ionOklahoma 9

14

Contents
COVER STORY

12

Todd Lamb’s plan to curb the “Brain Drain”
by Tim Farley

MUSIC

20

Mixing it up at the Purple Martini
by Tim Farley

56

Armstrong Auditorium Begins 2014-2015 Season

TRAVEL

34

Checking In: Artesian Hotel’s successful
first year

ART

by Linda Miller

29

FASHION

38

CLOTHES MINDED – Hilton Hollis creates
classics with a twist

52

JRB Art at the Elms Color Packed Show:
Opening Reception for Artists
Skip Ahead
by Tim Farley

by Linda Miller

84
78

Cowboy Crossings Show Portrays Best of the
American West
by M. J. Van DeVenter

TECHNOLOGY

50

Fall “More” in Love with Fall
by Lawrence Ross, Verizon Oklahoma Technology Expert

DINING

67

Award Winning: Forrest Gump shrimp has
nothing on Pearl’s Oyster Bar
by Julie Lesko-Bishop

70

Rockin’ the Red Rock Grill
by Greg Horton

10 ionOklahoma OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2014

COMMUNITY

32

88

Francis Ford Coppola featured in OCCC
Series
by Bud Elder

62

Oklahoma Hall of Fame Inductees
by Shelly Rowan

REVIEWS

60

Book Buzz: CH-CH-Changes
by Lucie Smoker

77

Oklahoma! A movie review
by Tim Farley

SPORTS

42

PEOPLE

74

OU-Texas Rivalry Takes on New Look

Celebrate Oklahoma! Shirley Jones and Gordon
McRae attend movie premier at OCCC
by Bud Elder

by Tim Farley

Thunder looks forward to new season

Fit and Flawed – Former model, actress Divini
Rae becomes new face of fitness in Oklahoma

by Tim Farley

by Heide Brandes

91
46

94

46

2014 Next Gen Honorees Announced

BUSINESS

78

Broadband Access Critical to State’s Rural Areas
by Tim Farley

WINE

82

A Zest for Zinfandel
by Greg Horton

PETS

88

Be Relentless! The story of finding Simpson
by Wendy Mills

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER ionOklahoma 11

Publisher’s Note
Welcome to ion Oklahoma Online, one of Oklahoma’s fastest growing online
digital lifestyle magazines and news-entertainment websites. www.ionok.com.
We are all about showcasing Oklahoma’s culture, events, and entertainment.

“Like” us on facebook
facebook.com/pages/
IonOklahoma-Online

follow us on twitter
@IonOklahoma

The 2014 fall season is again filled with many events.
The football season for Oklahoma’s high schools and universities is well underway
and in the winning tradition for almost everyone.
Lt Governor Todd Lamb will be hosting his annual Young Professional Leadership
Conference in Oklahoma City on October 8, 2014 at the Devon Tower. Not only does
this event offer very worthwhile information directed at young people, but it is a
wonderful opportunity to network with people from all over the state and who work in
a variety of professions.
At ion Oklahoma Online we will again be honoring the 30 Under 30 Next Gen award
winners at the Petroleum Club on October 16, 2014. This will be the 4th Annual
Awards ceremony and ion Oklahoma is proud to announce over 100 young
professionals have been extended this honor since 2011.
The OKC Thunder season will be starting soon and ion Oklahoma will again be
publishing our special edition weekly titled” Thunder Fast Break” and it will be all
about highlighting every home game and the overall progress the team is making
week by week during the season. Our reporter and photographer will attend every
home game and provide up to date coverage for all our NBA sports fans at ion
Oklahoma.
As many Oklahomans know we have many talented people from Oklahoma in the
music industry. In this issue we have provided another great feature story on a very
talented family who are musicians, “The Burton Band” and what they are doing to
help young musicians with an opportunity to showcase their talent.
We want to thank you, our loyal followers and welcome your thoughts, ideas, and
input for editorial content in our publication. Please email any of your ideas for
feature stories to info@ionok.com.
Don Swift
Publisher ion Oklahoma
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Lieutenant Governor Todd Lamb speaks at the Invitational Turkey Hunt.
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TODD LAMB’S PLAN
to curb the “Brain Drain”
by Tim Farley

O

klahoma Lieutenant Governor Todd
Lamb is continuing his personal
crusade to defeat the state’s so-called
“brain drain”, but he’s not fighting
alone. Several key business and educational
leaders have joined the fray to keep the best
and brightest young people in Sooner land.
Lamb will host the third annual Young Professionals
Conference Oct. 8 at the Devon Tower in downtown
Oklahoma City. In addition, leaders from the fields of
banking, online business, computer software, retail, food
and restaurant and aeronautics will share their insights on
the state’s growth and future.
“The whole idea is to keep the next generation home and
here in Oklahoma,” the state’s second-in-command said
during a recent interview. “The brain drain is hard to
quantify, although we do know it’s not as bad as it used to
be.”
In the past, Oklahoma’s college graduates would quickly
pack their cars and head south to Texas or to the East or
West coasts in pursuit of more prosperous economic
conditions. Those same grads knew before they finished
earning a degree that Oklahoma couldn’t provide them with
the earning potential other states could.
“I go to every county every year and we would hear the
same thing in every place. Young people were leaving in
search of better jobs, higher pay and a better quality of life

Oklahoma capitol dome at night.
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Lamb and Discover Oklahoma.

based on their perception of what others places are
like,” Lamb said.
That’s why the Young Professionals Conference was
started three years ago. It’s become a forum to tell
young people about the positive steps government and
business officials are taking to make the state a better
place to live and work.
“We have to communicate to these young professionals what we’re doing when it comes to taxation, our
exports and imports, educational reinvestment, oil and
gas and the ever-growing aerospace industry in
Oklahoma,” Lamb said.
Oklahoma leaders also want to put a dent in the number
of college grads who head south to Dallas, Houston, San
Antonio or any other major city in the Lone Star state.
“Our goal is to make I-35 North the best thing coming
out of Texas,” Lamb said, half-jokingly. “We should
expect to be better than Texas at something other than
football. The Texas economy has been diversified
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longer and they’ve made stronger educational
investments. We don’t want to be like Texas just for the
sake of being like Texas. We have to decide what our
twist is going to be on those same issues.”
Oklahoma has made some strides in expanding its
statewide economy beyond agriculture and energy, but
that effort still lacks when compared to other states
such as Texas and Colorado. On the education front,
Oklahoma has experienced a series of setbacks that
include poor test scores in public schools, controversy
at the state education department and the repeal of
Common Core educational standards by the state
legislature. In addition, the Oklahoma Legislature and
Gov. Mary Fallin have continued to cut education
funding for all public schools, including colleges and
universities.
With all of those dark clouds looming over the state,
Bloomberg BusinessWeek’s “Best Cities for New
College Grads” list recently placed Tulsa at No. 13 and

Oklahoma City at No. 14 in the nation for providing
numerous entry-level career opportunities with good
pay and a low cost of living.
Still, Lamb contends, the problem is keeping the
majority of those young professionals in Oklahoma for
their entire career.

Footsteps to follow
However, there are some examples of young business
people who started a company, remained in Oklahoma
and have had great success, Lamb said.
“Just look at Renzi Stone and Stan Clark. They are
classic examples of staying in Oklahoma despite the
rough times. They stuck with it and look at them today,”

the lieutenant governor said.
Renzi Stone is chief executive officer of Saxum, a
marketing and communications company founded in
2003 by the former University of Oklahoma basketball
player at age 25. In the last 11 years, Saxum has
become one of Inc. Magazine’s 5,000 fast-growing
privately owned businesses in the United States.
In a written statement from Saxum, Stone said, “I
always knew I wanted to own my own business, but I
didn’t necessarily know it would be in Oklahoma.
Saxum was launched in 2003, and as it grew, I grew
with it. I realized that I didn’t have to go to a city like
San Francisco or New York City to be successful and to
make a difference. We’re proud to be headquartered

Todd Lamb and retired General Tommy Franks.
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Lieutenant Governor Todd Lamb speaks at the national conference for lieutenant governors.

here, but we have clients all over the nation, with
operations across the world. It just goes to show that
you really aren’t limited by geographic borders; you’re
only limited by borders you create in your mind. None
of this growth is possible without a talented team, which
is why we invest so heavily in millennials, who are the
future leaders of my company and our state. ”
Saxum is a member of IPREX, a global network of
communication agencies, with Stone serving as
president of the firms in North and South America.
Meanwhile, Stan Clark’s story with Eskimo Joe’s is
legendary. Also known as “Stillwater’s Jumpin’ Little
Juke Joint,” Clark turned the single bar into an
entrepreneurial empire with several businesses now
listed under Stan Clark Companies. Eskimo Joe’s
started when Clark and co-founder Steve File, who
came up with the bar’s name, took a gamble by opening
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the first Eskimo Joe’s in Stillwater on July 21, 1975.
Clark, an Oklahoma State University graduate, later
bought out File’s interest in the company and became
sole owner.
Stan Clark Companies now includes Mexico Joe’s,
Joseppi’s and Eskimo Joe’s Promotional Products
Group. In 2005, Sports Illustrated’s on-line magazine,
SI on Campus, named Eskimo Joe’s the third best
collegiate sports bar in the U.S. Eskimo Joe’s notoriety
also includes accolades from two U.S. presidents –
George H.W. Bush and son George W. Bush. Both
presidents, who gave commencement speeches at OSU,
praised the restaurant’s cheese fries.

Conference panelists
The Young Professional Conference will feature
panelists that address the duties of a CEO, the

importance of small businesses and the growth of
eateries.
The first panel, “CEOs, What do you do?” will
include Michael Carnuccio of Liberty Foundation of
America, Brenda Rolls of Frontier Electronics, Matt
Beckham of QuiBids and Frazier Henke of American
Bank and Trust Co.
A second panel discussion, “Small Business, Big
Movement,” will involve Kevin Kern of KTAK
Corporation/McDonalds, Burke and Jon Beck of Red
Coyote Running, Matt Waits of SST Software and Mark
Davis of TOC Solutions.

The third panel discussion will focus on “Diners,
Drive-ins and Dives.” Panelists will be Keith Paul of A
Good Egg Dining Group, John Gaberino of Hodges
Bend and Amanda Simcoe of Tasting Oklahoma.
The 2 p.m. keynote speaker will be Oklahoma State
University President Burns Hargis.
Pre-registration is $20 and on-site registration is $25.
The conference is from 11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on the
50th floor of the Devon Tower.
For more information about the conference, call 405272-4430 or visit www.ok.gov/ltgovernor. n

Lt. Governor Todd Lamb at the farmer’s market.
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MUSIC
Mixing it up at the
Purple Martini
by Tim Farley

C

harles and Barbara Burton have achieved more in
their music careers than many entertainers, but life
is far from over for the owners of Bricktown’s
Purple Martini.

Having already enjoyed decades of success in the
entertainment industry, the Burtons now are focused on
bringing first-rate live acts – music and comedy – to their
club, which they’ve owned since September 2011. As a way
to kick start the live acts, the popular Burton Band is now
performing on Tuesday nights with Charles as the lead
guitarist and vocalist while Barbara sings a variety of songs
with the sexiness of Nancy Wilson and the power of Aretha
Franklin. But that’s not all. Their son, Tre’, is the drummer
while Gary Clardy plays bass and John Harris tickles the
ivory as the pianist.
“We would like to have live music all the time,” said
Barbara, a former physics and biology teacher in the
Oklahoma City school district. “We believe in live
entertainment because that’s what we’ve done for so long.
We want to bring in big-name jazz acts or comedy acts.
It’s tough, but definitely something we can do. We want
great musicians to come through here who will put on a
great show.”
The Burtons certainly have the contacts to make it
happen, especially on a local level. The Burtons
worked as the house band at the luxurious Waterford Hotel
for 30 years and are entertainment icons in Oklahoma. In
2001, the couple was inducted into the Oklahoma Jazz
(continued on page 24)
Hall of Fame.

Barbara Burton sings a variety of songs with the sexiness
of Nancy Wilson and the power of Aretha Franklin.
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Above, Charles Burton on guitar and his
wife Barbara sings in the Burton Band.
Left, one of the seating areas in the Purple
Martini in Bricktown.
Opposite top, another seating area for club
guests in the Purple Martini.
Bottom, posters line the entry area wall.

John Harris plays keyboards with the Burton Band.

Tre’ Burton on drums.
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(continued from page 21) Charles and Barbara
continued to work as educators until 2007 when
they retired from the profession again, this time
for good.
But during those years, their music never died.
“We’ve been real fortunate,” said Charles.
“Most of our (music) jobs have been at hotels and
not clubs.”
Longtime Oklahoma City music fans likely will
remember the Burton Band and their
performances at the Embassy Suites, Hilton Inn,
the downtown Sheraton Inn, the former Cajun’s
Wharf and the Sports Page Club.
Charles isn’t the only member of the Burton
Band who achieved large-scale notoriety. Barbara
Left, Charles Burton on lead guitar
Below, bass player Gary Clardy

Their success as a band and as individual
musicians spans five decades, including one
magical summer in 1973 for Charles when he was
asked to join Gladys Knight and the Pips, who was
the opening act for legendary singer and performer
Tom Jones.
“Our first gig was at Madison Square Garden in
New York City and we had three days to rehearse,”
Charles said. “I remember we were in 44 states,
Montreal and the British of Columbia. It was crazy.
We had a private jet, Norm Crosby was the MC and
comedian and there I was as Gladys Knight’s
guitarist.”
After the summer tour was over, Charles
returned to Oklahoma City to continue his work as
an assistant principal and leader of the Burton
Band. In 1979, the Burtons retired from the school
district and became full-time musicians. After
enjoying several years of good times and steady
work as a popular entertainment act, the Burtons
returned to the education field, but not by choice.
It was more of a necessity thanks to the oil bust,
which affected almost everyone in Oklahoma.

Charles plays guitar and sings.

Working the crowd

Above, Charles burton with a customer.
Below, Barbara Burton mingles with the club patrons.

was featured with the Jazz Messengers when she was
recognized at the 15th annual Grammy Awards. During
her career, she also headlined with Roger Miller and
Brenda Lee. As a couple, the Burtons opened for music
icons Nancy Wilson, Della Reese and Vic Damone.

On a recent Tuesday night at the Purple Martini, 315
E. Sheridan, Charles and Barbara welcomed customers
and friends with handshakes, smiles and hugs as the
opening act finished its last set. They work the room
side by side as if it were a political rally, but unlike
politicians they show genuine interest in meeting new
customers and seeing longtime club patrons.
The greetings continue until it’s time for the Burton
Band to take the stage, much to the delight of club
patrons who are there to hear first-rate music, which on
this particular night included “Ain’t No Sunshine
When She’s Gone,” “Mustang Sally,” and “So Nice to
Come Home To.” Their repertoire is vast, ranging from
Gladys Knight songs to the Patsy Cline standard,
“Crazy” or Peggy Lee’s “Fever.”
“We’ve always wanted our own place,” said Barbara,
“and now we’re living our dream.”
Yet, obstacles and challenges remain, including
competing nightclubs in Bricktown.
“Hey, we’re still open,” said Charles. “Bricktown is
tough not only for us, but all the clubs down here. It’s
very competitive.”
Typically, Friday and Saturday nights are busy times
for the Burtons as disco takes the stage followed by
comedy acts on Sunday.
But on Tuesdays, it’s all about the Burton Band, live
music and lettin’ the good times roll.
For more information about the Purple Martini or the
Burton Band, call 424-3694. n

ART
JRB Art at the Elms Color Packed Show
Opening Reception for Artists
OPENING RECEPTION:
Friday, October 3, 2014
6:00-10:00 p.m.

J

RB ART at The Elms ushers in Fall with
two color packed solo shows featuring
“Painting West” by Carol Beesley and
“Arial Landscapes and Floral” by Dallas
artist, Bob Nunn. “We exhibited Carol and Bob
together in 2012 and the response was so great
that we decided to do it again,” states Joy Reed
Belt, Director of The Elms. “Both of these artists
have a very distinctive style, are masters of
composition and color, as well as being superb
painters,” continued Belt. The exhibitions will
open on First Friday, October 3rd at JRB Art at
The Elms in the historic Paseo Arts District. Both
exhibitions will run through November 1, 2014.
EMERALD LAKE-FOOT OF ROCKIES, near Scofield Pass Co.by Carol Beesley.

Carol Beesley, M.F.A., is a Professor Emeritus of Art at The
University of Oklahoma where she taught Painting, Drawing,
Ceramics, Art History and Humanities for 24 years before
moving to Santa Fe in 1997. A recipient of a National
Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship to study Art History
at Columbia, Beesley received an M.A. in Ceramics from the
University of Dallas and an M.A. in American Literature from

JRB Art at The Elms, the former home of Nan Sheets which
was built in 1920, is located at 2810 North Walker and is
open Monday through Saturday, 10-6, and Sunday 1-5.
Email: info@jrbartgallery.com
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BLUFF, Johnson Ranch 3, near Guymon, OK. Oil on canvas by Carol Beesley.

the University of Kentucky, before receiving her M.F.A. from the University of California
in Los Angeles. In 2007, after Beesley received a commission to create four
monumental paintings for the Catlett Music Center on the University of Oklahoma’s
Norman Campus as well as several murals for the Schusterman Learning Center on
the University’s Campus in Tulsa, Beesley moved back to Oklahoma. Known for her
distinctive large paintings of the American landscape, Beesley is a serious collector of
photographs and recently donated a collection of over 100 notable prints to the Fred
Jones Jr. Museum of Art at the University of Oklahoma.
Bob Nunn, M.A., M.F.A., is a Dallas native and lifelong educator. He has maintained
his studio in Deep Ellum for over 30 years and is acknowledged as one of the pioneer
Deep Ellum artists. In the upcoming exhibition at The Elms, Nunn will be exhibiting
work from three different series: landscapes as seen from overhead that portray the
earth with its wondrous shapes and forms, textures, values and patterns, as impacted
by man; a botanical series which depicts fanciful species of imaginary plants and
flowers; as well as a fractal series of horizons that deal with different perspectives
and broken planes of light. Nunn’s work has been acquired by institutions and
30 ionOklahoma OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2014

collectors. Dallas’ new Convention Center
Hotel (The Omni) commissioned a pair of
large paintings for its permanent collection
and the Dallas Museum of Art included two
of his works in their inaugural exhibitions.
For more information on JRB Art at The
Elms gallery or its artists, call 405-5286336 or visit www.jrbartgallery.com.

Hybrid, Pinkish Red. Oil on Canvas by Bob Nunn.

Hybrid, Greenish Blue. Oil on canvas by Bob Nunn.

JRB Art at The Elms presents a diverse roster of
emerging, established, and internationally
exhibited artists who create in a wide range of
media including: paintings, drawings, sculpture,
ceramics, glass, fine crafts, functional objects,
fiber art and photographs. This 8,000 square foot
award-winning gallery in Oklahoma City’s Paseo
Arts District changes its exhibits monthly in a
gracious environment that fosters a dialogue
between the arts and the larger community while
providing quality art for first time buyers as well as
individual, corporate and museum collections.
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER ionOklahoma 31

COMMUNITY
Francis Ford Coppola
Oklahoma City Community College’s Signature Series
by Bud Elder

T

hese are scenes which
have become,
throughout all scenes
in all movies, essential.

Against a backdrop of perhaps the
largest American flag ever seen on film,
an aristocratic military leader speaks to
his troops, and us, regarding the harsh
reality of war.
A once vicious and unrepentant New
York crime boss is shattered, in front of
our eyes, as he views the body of his
son, machine gunned in a toll booth.
War as a circus, the night sky full of flares and
fireballs as Captain Willard navigates water to strike
out against his own demons.
American movies needed Francis Ford Coppola, just
like they needed Alfred Hitchcock, Billy Wilder and
John Frankenheimer. As the ‘60s begat the ‘70s
competent, craftsmen like directors, those who
interpreted scripts not of their own creation, were
pushed aside by a group of California film school
upstarts such as Lucas, Milius, Spielberg and Francis
Ford Coppola, who served as the group’s official dean.
These upstarts made conventional studio movies their
way adding personal touches to every genre they
tackled, be it in the form of a gangster movie, a sci fi
spectacular or a classic monster film.
Coppola was the first of this band of brothers to
receive major studio assignments, the first to have the
32 ion Oklahoma OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2014

Hollywood establishment shower his
films with awards and the first to find
true box office acceptance.
On October 20, at the Fine Arts
Theater at Oklahoma City
Community College, Coppola will
join his longtime friend and producer
Gray Frederickson onstage to
discuss his life, his career and his
vision for the next generation of
filmmakers.

“Godfather” memories
As associate producer for Paramount
studios’ “The Godfather” in the early 1970s,
Frederickson knew immediately that his director,
Coppola, was a talent not to be easily dismissed.
“There are stories upon stories about the problems
between the studio and the production of ‘The
Godfather,’ and most are in some way true, but those of
us on the ground knew we were witnessing something
special,” he said. “And we all worked hard to make
sure that Francis was able to finish his vision of the
movie.”
Due to the friendship and work relationship they had
developed during the making of “The Godfather,”
Coppola personally asked Frederickson to produce the
sequel, two years after the original became a worldwide
phenomenon.
“Compared to ‘The Godfather,’ ‘The Godfather Part II’
was a joy to film,” he said. “Although as no sequel had

ever won an Academy Award, we never dreamed that it
would even be nominated.”
“The Godfather Part II” would give Frederickson an
Oscar for “Best Picture” and he and Coppola stood, in
1974 at the pinnacle of Hollywood entertainment.

Another blockbuster
For their next venture, Frederickson found a script by
Coppola’s school friend John Milius, a project that
would take almost three years, a lifetime in the film
production business.
“I had two birthdays in the Philippines when we
made ‘Apocalypse Now,’” he said.
After the media onslaught that was “Apocalypse
Now,” Coppola and Frederickson did the highly
anticipated, at the time, Las Vegas set musical “One
From the Heart,” before returning to Frederickson’s
roots in the Sooner State.
It was so wonderful to be able to bring my Hollywood
friends back home to make “The Outsiders,”
Frederickson said. “Francis and the whole crew loved
working here so much that they stayed in Tulsa to make
“Rumble Fish.”

In the mid-1980s, Frederickson moved to television,
working on the series “Mike Hammer” and “Houston
Knights” before returning to Tulsa to produce the
“Weird Al” Yankovic cult classic “UHF.”
However, a reunion was in store for a film that, in the
late 80s, the whole world waited with breathless
anticipation.
“We all reunited for ‘The Godfather Part III,’ which
filmed in Rome, New York and Sicily,” Frederickson
said. “And, like both ‘Godfather’ films, it was
nominated for Best Picture at the 1990 Oscars.
“Godfather III” was the last film, as of now, that
Coppola and Frederickson collaborated. However,
Coppola has kept up with Frederickson’s work with
students at OCCC.
“Francis and I talk back and forth all the time about
how times have changed and how our film work belongs
to history,” he said. “I know he’ll be very impressed
with our work here at OCCC.
Tickets are on sale to the public for the Oct. 20 event,
which will benefit Frederickson’s Film and Video
program at OCCC. Tickets can be purchased by calling
405-682-7576. n
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Distinctive corner turrets accent the luxurious Artesian Hotel in Sulphur. (Photo provided)

CHECKING IN
Artesian Hotel’s
successful first year
by Linda Miller

I

t has been just over a year since the new Artesian
Hotel, Casino and Spa opened in Sulphur, some
12 miles east of well-traveled I-35, and the
numbers tell the story.

This ornate, luxurious and inviting hotel complex is off to a
successful start.
“I believe that it surprised everyone,” said Nick Starns, Artesian
area general manager. Well, maybe not some of the visionaries within
the Chickasaw Nation, he added, but when you step out there and
create something that has a historical tie to it in a beautiful part of
Oklahoma, you have to believe that ultimately people will come and
check it out.
They did and they are … again and again.
Many come because they visited or remembered the original,
elegant Artesian Hotel built in 1906 and its popularity with travelers,
Hollywood stars and politicians. Many came during the summer
because of the proximity of the Chickasaw National Recreation Area,
just a stone’s throw from the hotel. It’s always a big draw for the area,
and now for the hotel. And others come because they hear it’s a jewel.
Starns said repeat bookings ensure staying power, and response has
far exceeded expectations. Hotel bookings are in excess of 80 percent
occupancy for the first year, and 95 percent from March through
August. Thousands of people come into the area for the sheer beauty
of the park, nearby Arbuckle Lake, Chickasaw Cultural Center,
Turner Falls, Bedre Chocolates and other attractions.
The Chickasaw Nation had the foresight to add a top-notch hotel
complex in the mix, Starns said. That makes a visit even more
attractive for vacationing families, couples who want a romantic
weekend or anyone preferring an easy getaway about 90 minutes from
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Nick Starns, Artesian area general manager. (Photo by Linda Miller)

Oklahoma City and two hours from Dallas. He said a
majority of visitors come from those two metros because
they like the short drive, the option for a quick escape.
Not to mention the hotel’s restaurant, lounge,
indoor/outdoor pool, spa, indoor bathhouse, casino and
numerous shops.
“Our spa facility has received absolutely rave
reviews. Just absolutely glowing recommendations,”
Starns said.
Now the Artesian is looking to build on the success of
its first year with different promotional aspects, as well
as community activities and involvement.
Starns said the hotel complex is making an economic
impact in the area with upwards of 300 to 400 new jobs
affecting two to three nearby communities.
“It makes a profound impact bringing in tourism,
revitalizing towns, supporting families, and that grows

The Hollywood Suite at the Artesian Hotel. (Photo provided)

the community,” he said. “It has been an amazing thing
to watch. People are more active, more involved.”
As an example, he cites the inaugural Artesian Arts
Festival held in late May. It featured live entertainment,
food vendors and the works of 40 Chickasaw and
Southeastern tribal artists. The success of the festival
really caught the attention of city leaders and was
popular with visitors, he said. The Christmas season
will bring even more fun.
The original Artesian burned in 1962 and was
eventually replaced with a motor inn. The Chickasaw
Nation purchased it in the early 1970s, and now in its
place is the new hotel, complete with a similar design
including the distinctive corner turrets. Inside, the 81room hotel is grand and lavish with massive columns,
marble floors, tin ceilings and recurring themes of wood
and water that hint at the past. An artesian well was
discovered on the property and minerals springs once
dotted Sulphur.
With any new hotel, there’s going to be hiccups, but it
was an outstanding summer starting with spring break,
Starns said.
“We’re thrilled to be able to serve our guests. We
want to offer an outstanding product that people want to
come back to,” he said.
For more information, call (855) 455-5255 or go
online to artesianhotel.com. n
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CLOTHES MINDED
Hilton Hollis creates classics with a twist
by Linda Miller
Photos provided

F

ashion designer Hilton Hollis said he listens to
women and takes to heart their needs as he
travels around the country making personal
appearances at the boutiques that sell his clothes.

They asked for tops with pockets. Done. How about pants that offer the
same comfort as yoga styles but with sophistication? He designed a pair
with panels that trim and elongate legs. They’re flattering and can be
worn almost anywhere.
“I really want to make people feel good,” Hollis said. “I listen to women.”
It’s not unusual for women to send him a note saying his clothes make
them feel like a million bucks. The husband of a client shared with him
that he changed his wife’s life.
“The payoff is so much bigger than a monetary payoff,” he said during a
visit to R Meyers in Nichols Hills Plaza where he was showing his fall
collection.
He describes his clothes as classics with a twist.
“I like the whole idea of classics with subtle nuances.”
Designer Hilton Hollis

To add interest, he plays with texture, pattern and
fabric, and often mixes it up. Detail is in every
piece – stitching, seams, panels, colorful
linings — and the clothes look as beautiful
on the inside as the outside. He likes that
little surprise.
“Clothes with soul,” he said.
And women aren’t shy about telling him
they immediately feel different when they
slip into one of his dresses or jackets.
“That’s pretty awesome,” he said.
Like most women, his customers, no
matter what they’re wearing, want to be
comfortable. Stretch is always
important. “It’s a little thing that makes
a big difference.”
His clothes not only look good on the body,
they feel good to the touch. He buys fabric
from the same mills as Valentino and Oscar
de la Renta, but his prices are much better
with jackets starting at $495, blouses about
$255 and pants, $345.
After two visits to Oklahoma City, Hollis
has a good feel for what women here like.
“Oklahoma women definitely like to
dress,” he said. They’re laid back like
women in the south. They appreciate
quality and they’re not afraid to get
dressed up.”
Hollis was born in Natchez, Miss.,
and grew up on a farm in Carthage.
At an early age he watched his
grandmother sew and make
hand-loomed quilts.
“Her friends would come over
and I would watch her sew,” he
said. “I was enamored by
that.”
He started sewing at six,
and learned how to cross

Hollis worked for
Dana Buchman and
John Bartlett before
creating the original
concept for Reba
McEntire’s clothing line
at Dillard’s.… Hollis left
Reba in June 2005 to
start his own line,
which is now in about
30 stores.

Mixed prints add interest to this jacket by Hilton Hollis.
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stitch and candlewick. His said his grandmother was
the most creative person in his life. She cooked,
worked in the garden and wrote poems. She was the
Martha Stewart of her day.
“She was such a dedicated worker and just a good
honest person who instilled good energy and liked to
give it back,” he said.
Hollis feels blessed to be doing what he loves, and
he believes that God gives peoples talents and it’s up
to them to embrace that talent and run with it.
That’s what he has done, though he didn’t realize it
was possible when he was growing up on the farm.
His first job was at a store in Jackson, Miss., and he
was encouraged by the owner who wrote a
recommendation for him to the Fashion Institute of
Technology in New York.
“He saw something in me that I couldn’t even see in
myself,” Hollis said.
He worked for Dana Buchman and John Bartlett
before creating the original concept for Reba
McEntire’s clothing line at Dillard’s. He was
responsible for all aspects and met regularly with
McEntire who was very involved.
“It was a lot of work but so much fun,” he said. “It
was my first opportunity to create something from the
ground up and watch it thrive.”
Hollis left Reba in June 2005 to start his own line,
which is now in about 30 stores.
“I feel like we’re getting in the stores that will be
with us for a lifetime,” he said.
With jackets, dresses, pants and tops, his is a
lifestyle collection.
“If a woman gets it, she can pretty much
wear my clothes every day,” he said.
Now that his women’s collection is rocking along,
Hollis is ready to launch a new menswear line that’s
travel inspired.
No doubt his constant jaunting across the country to
visit with customers played into that decision. Men
want clothes that are comfortable, too. n
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I like the whole
“
idea of classics with
subtle nuances.”
— Hilton Hollis
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SPORTS
OU- Texas Rivalry Takes on New Look
by Tim Farley

W

hen the Oklahoma Sooners stroll into
the Cotton Bowl on Oct. 11, they’ll be
looking to avenge last year’s 36-20
upset loss to the Texas Longhorns.

The game also will set the tone for the rest of the season if
the Sooners have any hopes finishing among the top four
playoff teams vying for a national championship. At the time
of publication, No. 4 Oklahoma was 4-0 with wins over
Louisiana Tech, Tulsa, Tennessee and West Virginia.
In the previous three OU-Texas matchups, the Sooners
outscored the Longhorns 146-58 as OU posted a 28-20 win in
2010, a 55-17 victory in 2011 and a 63-21 blowout in 2012.
But this year’s matchup will mark the first time in 15 years
that OU head coach Bob Stoops won’t be coaching against
Mack Brown, who resigned after last season amid controversy.
During the Stoops-Brown era, OU and Texas fans witnessed
their share of long winning streaks and lopsided victories.
Stoops’ teams won five in a row (2000-2004) and three in a
row (2010-2012), with Brown’s team taking four of
five during a stretch from 2005 to 2009.

Brown oversaw Texas’ most lopsided victory in series history,
a 45-12 rout in 2005, but was on the wrong end of drubbings
by 38 or more points on four occasions. During the 15 years
that Stoops and Brown were on opposite sidelines, OU won
nine times.
With Brown’s departure from the coaching ranks, Stoops and
his Sooners will take on a Longhorn team coached by Charlie
Strong. As of this writing, Texas was 2-2 and unranked, which
hasn’t made Longhorn fans happy. This year’s matchup is set
for an 11 a.m. kickoff in the Cotton Bowl.

Look back
The OU-Texas series has been played since 1900 with the
Longhorns owning a 59-43-5 advantage. The first game
between the two schools was a 28-2 victory by Texas. The
matchup was played in Austin. Texas won the next three years
before Oklahoma forced a 6-6 tie in 1903. The Sooners captured
their first series win in 1905 with a 2-0 shutout, the lowest
scoring affair in history.
Dallas became the permanent home for the OU-Texas rivalry
starting in 1914. Prior to that, the game had been played in
Austin, Norman and Oklahoma City.
The OU-Texas game has often been a key matchup that
sported teams in the top 25. Since 1945, at least one team has
been ranked. In addition, at least one of the two teams has been
ranked in the top 10 in 47 of the last 69 seasons. During that
same time period, either OU or Texas had held the No. 1 ranking
12 times entering the rivalry game.
In 1996, OU won the only overtime game between the two
schools as the Sooners escaped, 30-27. At the time, OU was
unranked and Texas was No. 25 in the nation. The last tie
occurred in 1995 as the Sooners and Longhorns ended the
matchup, 24-24. n
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OKLAHOMA vs TEXAS HISTORY
YEAR
1900
1901
1901
1902
1903
1903
1904
1905
1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1919
1922
1923
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936

Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma

SCORE
2
6
0
6
6
5
10
2
9
10
50
0
3
6
21
6
7
14
7
14
12
7
14
0
7
0
10
9
0
7
0

Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas

SCORE
28
12
11
22
6
11
40
0
10
29
0
30
0
3
6
14
32
13
21
0
7
32
26
21
17
3
17
0
19
12
6

LOCATION
Austin
Austin
Norman
Austin
Austin (Tie)
Norman
Austin
Oklahoma City
Oklahoma City
Austin
Norman
Austin
Austin
Austin
Dallas
Houston
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas

( # ) Ranking

YEAR
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975

SCORE
Oklahoma
7
Oklahoma
13
Oklahoma
24
Oklahoma
16
Oklahoma
7
Oklahoma
0
Oklahoma
7
Oklahoma
0
Oklahoma
7
Oklahoma
13
Oklahoma (#15) 14
Oklahoma (#16) 20
Oklahoma (#3) 20
Oklahoma (#3) 14
Oklahoma (#11) 7
Oklahoma (#12) 49
Oklahoma (#16) 19
Oklahoma (#1) 14
Oklahoma (#3) 20
Oklahoma (#1) 45
Oklahoma (#1) 21
Oklahoma (#2) 14
Oklahoma (#13) 12
Oklahoma
0
Oklahoma
7
Oklahoma
6
Oklahoma (#1) 7
Oklahoma
7
Oklahoma
0
Oklahoma
18
Oklahoma
7
Oklahoma
20
Oklahoma (#8) 17
Oklahoma
9
Oklahoma (#4) 48
Oklahoma (#2) 27
Oklahoma (#6) 52
Oklahoma (#2) 16
Oklahoma (#2) 24

Texas leads the series at 59 - 43 - 5
SCORE LOCATION
Texas
7
Dallas (Tie)
Texas
0
Dallas
Texas
12
Dallas
Texas
19
Dallas
Texas
40
Dallas
Texas
7
Dallas
Texas
13
Dallas
Texas
20
Dallas
Texas (#10) 12
Dallas
Texas (#1)
20
Dallas
Texas (#3)
34
Dallas
Texas
14
Dallas
Texas (#12) 14
Dallas
Texas (#4)
13
Dallas
Texas (#6)
9
Dallas
Texas
20
Dallas
Texas (#15) 14
Dallas
Texas (#15)
7
Dallas
Texas
0
Dallas
Texas
0
Dallas
Texas
7
Dallas
Texas (#16) 15
Dallas
Texas (#4)
19
Dallas
Texas (#15) 24
Dallas
Texas (#4)
28
Dallas
Texas (#2)
9
Dallas
Texas (#2)
28
Dallas
Texas (#1)
28
Dallas
Texas (#1)
19
Dallas
Texas
9
Dallas
Texas
9
Dallas
Texas
26
Dallas
Texas (#2)
27
Dallas
Texas (#2)
41
Dallas
Texas (#3)
27
Dallas
Texas (#10)
0
Dallas
Texas (#13) 13
Dallas
Texas (#17) 13
Dallas
Texas (#5)
17
Dallas

YEAR
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013

SCORE
Oklahoma (#3) 6
Oklahoma (#2) 6
Oklahoma (#1) 31
Oklahoma (#3) 7
Oklahoma (#12) 13
Oklahoma (#10) 14
Oklahoma
28
Oklahoma (#8) 16
Oklahoma (#2) 15
Oklahoma (#2) 14
Oklahoma (#6) 47
Oklahoma (#1) 44
Oklahoma (#10) 28
Oklahoma (#15) 24
Oklahoma (#4) 13
Oklahoma (#6) 7
Oklahoma (#16) 24
Oklahoma (#10) 38
Oklahoma (#16) 10
Oklahoma (#13) 24
Oklahoma
30
Oklahoma
24
Oklahoma
3
Oklahoma
28
Oklahoma (#10) 63
Oklahoma (#3) 14
Oklahoma (#2) 35
Oklahoma (#1) 65
Oklahoma (#2) 12
Oklahoma
12
Oklahoma (#14) 10
Oklahoma (#10) 28
Oklahoma (#1) 35
Oklahoma (#18) 13
Oklahoma

28

Oklahoma
Oklahoma
Oklahoma

55
63
20

Texas (#16)
Texas (#5)
Texas (#6)
Texas (#4)
Texas (#3)
Texas (#3)
Texas (#13)

SCORE
6
13
10
16
20
34
22

Texas (#2)

28

Texas (#1)
Texas (#7)
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas (#15)
Texas (#18)
Texas (#25)
Texas
Texas
Texas (#23)
Texas (#11)
Texas (#5)
Texas (#3)
Texas (#11)
Texas (#5)
Texas (#2)
Texas (#7)
Texas (#19)
Texas (#5)
Texas (#3)
Texas
Texas
Texas
Texas

15
7
12
9
13
28
14
10
34
17
17
24
27
27
34
38
14
3
24
13
0
45
28
21
45
16
20
17
21
36

LOCATION
Dallas (Tie)
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas (Tie)
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas (Tie)
Dallas (OT)
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas
Dallas

SPORTS

THUNDERING TO SUCCESS
by Tim Farley

F

or the last five years, the Oklahoma City
Thunder has been one of the most
consistent and successful teams in the
NBA, yet there’s no world championship
banner hanging from the Chesapeake Arena rafters.
Nick Collison completes a shot.

The Thunder advanced to the NBA Finals three years ago, but
ran into a buzz-saw in the Miami Heat. They’ve lost twice in the
Western Conference Finals to teams that went on to win world
championship titles, so there’s little disgrace with those
performances.
Although Oklahoma City has the talent, drive and motivation
time may be running out, especially if superstar and NBA scoring
champ Kevin Durant decides to take his talents to another team
when his contract expires at the end of the 2015-2016 season.
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Looking long-term, Thunder point guard and perennial
All-Star Russell Westbrook is committed to the
Thunder through the 2016-2017 season.
But for now, neither player is looking that far ahead,
at least publicly.
During the team’s Sept. 29 Media Day, Durant told
reporters, “I’m taking it day by day with the Oklahoma
City Thunder. That’s my main concern. And whatever
the future holds, I don’t know, because I can’t tell the
future. I enjoy being here. I enjoy my teammates. I like
the direction we’re going in and that’s not just a cliché
answer. That’s real.”
Both Durant and Westbrook are ready to make
another run at an NBA title and with all the parts still
in place, the Thunder is ready for action. Granted,
Oklahoma City didn’t make any headline news with
major trades or free agent signings this summer, but
they did pick up three-point guru Anthony Morrow, who
was a 45 percent shooter from outside the arc while
playing for New Orleans.
One of the Thunder’s summertime decisions was not
to resign longtime shooting guard Thabo Sefolosha,
who later inked a contract with the Atlanta Hawks.
However, Sefolosha’s offensive production had
dwindled the last two years, creating a void at the
shooting guard position.
With training camp under way, head coach Scott
Brooks and his assistant coaches will try to get the
Thunder through another rugged 82-game schedule
and over a playoff hump that has stymied the OKC
team the past few seasons. One of the obstacles has
been the world champion San Antonio Spurs, which
defeated the Thunder in the Western Conference Finals
last season. But there’s other contenders such as the
Los Angeles Clippers, Houston Rockets and the always
tough and rough Memphis Grizzlies.
Another challenge the last couple of years has been
injuries, especially to Westbrook and big man Kendrick
Perkins, who is oftentimes the focal point of criticism

Top, Kevin Durant scores two points.
Bottom, Kendrick Perkins outreaches his opponent.

Above, Russell Westbrook
Right, Serge Ibaka

by newspaper columnists and radio commentators who claim the team would be
better off trading Perk to another team. Perkins is in the last year of his contract with
the Thunder.
Another storyline bound to unfold this season is if second-year center Steven
Adams can lay claim to a starting job in place of Perkins. Adams had a solid regular
season during 2013-2014, and could very well be rewarded this season as a starter
or by earning significantly more playing time.
As Oklahoma City’s stars turn another year older, the question remains if Brooks
will curtail the number of minutes Durant and Westbrook play. Westbrook was rested
extensively last season after returning from three surgeries. Could the same plan be
used this year for the All-Star point guard and Durant?
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Without a doubt, the Thunder will count on third-year man Jeremy Lamb to
recapture the shooting and scoring groove from the first half of last season. In
addition, the development of rookie center Mitch McGarry and Perry Jones will be
critical to the team’s success.
Oklahoma City kicks off its preseason schedule at Denver Oct. 8 followed by
another road game at Dallas Oct. 10. The Thunder’s first pre-season game at
Chesapeake Arena is Oct. 14 when Memphis comes to town for a 7 p.m. tipoff.
Oklahoma City starts the regular season on the road with games Oct. 29 at
Portland and Oct. 30 against the Clippers. The first home game is Nov. 1 against
the Denver Nuggets. n

Left, Reggie Jackson
Above, Serge Ibaka.
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TECHNOLOGY

Fall “More” in Love with Fall
by Lawrence Ross,
Verizon Oklahoma Technology Expert

S

ome of us can’t get enough of the fall season. The
cooler weather, the autumn foliage, the nonstop
football, and some of the year’s best holidays are
headed our way. The changing of the seasons
brings more than sweater weather, however.
Technology fans don’t have to wait for Christmas to rejoice; pick up these
new apps and products that will help you get the most out of this fall.

Fall Means Football
For football fans, nothing feels better than
heading out for the big game and coming
away with a victory. Keeping up with your
favorite teams has never been easier
thanks to the Verizon NFL Mobile App. NFL
Mobile provides fans with live video of games
being played on the NFL Network, streamed to
their Smartphone or tablet.
Verizon offers exclusive live access to all
Thursday, Sunday and Monday NFL football game
coverage for subscribers to their More Everything
plan. The Game Center feature gives a
comprehensive breakdown of every game and lets you check stats on every
player. Whether you’re an avid fantasy football GM looking for real-time
updates, or the pro football fanatic that needs to catch the local game on
NFL RedZone, this app will help you get the most out of football season.
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Fall-idays
When fall rolls around, families come to visit, feasts
are prepared, and fun and entertainment thrive.
With all this excitement for fall celebrations, you
can be prepared for any get-together with the
Samsung Xperia Z2 Tablet. With a 10.1-inch full
HD display and two surround-sound speakers,
the Xperia is great for keeping the kids
entertained while you’re at the big-kid table.
It can even withstand those spills and
tumbles with its waterproof surface and
scratch-resistant, tempered glass. The
Xperia is also perfect for use around the
kitchen when prepping the big meal.
Look up recipes and tap into cooking
apps to make sure every dash of
salt is perfect.
boldness

Smart and Rugged
Fall lets us spend time outside
enjoying the crisp, cool weather.
When headed for the outdoors, it
can be tough making sure your
phone survives big drops, stays out
of water and keeps away from dust
and dirt. Look no further than the
Kyocera Brigadier. The Brigadier sports
the virtually scratchproof Sapphire
Shield display, allowing it to endure those
long falls during hikes or hard drops onto
rocks. Its waterproof exterior means it can
be submerged in up to 6 feet of water for 30
minutes. Doing some landscaping in the
yard? No problem, the Brigadier works with
gloves and recognizes touch commands even
when covered in water. No matter what you’re
jumping into, the Brigadier provides the durability
needed to get the most out of your outdoor activities.
The season may already be upon us, but there’s still
plenty of time to pick up the technology for making
this a fall to remember. Whether you’re entertaining
guests, sitting down for a football game or headed
on an outdoor adventure, these apps and devices
can help you fall even more in love with the fall
season and all that goes with it! n
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ART

SKIP AROUND THE WORLD
by Tim Farley

S

kip Hill has traveled the world
as a vagabond artist creating
works with broad appeal, but
unlike other greats he makes his
home in Oklahoma City which is hardly
an art mecca.
Hill, 53, knows he could make more money and sell
more art in New York City, Atlanta or Chicago, but
the Sooner state is his home. It’s where his family
and friends live. Still, he hasn’t buried his head
in the sand.
“Once I really focused on my art, I realized I had
to get my art outside Oklahoma. I still live here, but I
would go to Dallas, Chicago and Atlanta art shows.
It wasn’t that (Oklahoma) people didn’t love it, but
they weren’t buying it,” he said, with some reflection
on the past.
However, Hill created a niche for himself by using
his unique story as a black male artist in
predominantly white, Republican Oklahoma to sell
himself and the state.
“To others (outside Oklahoma), that’s a rare thing,”

he said, puffing on a stogie. “I took what could be a liability of be famous or have his art sell for millions after his death. He
wants it in the here and now. Hill, once a cartoonist for the
being an Oklahoma artist and turned it into being an
Oklahoma City University student newspaper while in college,
ambassador for Oklahoma. I like being a big fish in a small
isn’t a tragic art figure entangled in his own self-loathing.
pond. I know I could have been successful in New York, but it
He’s upbeat, funny, enjoys an occasional stiff drink, a good
would have been a larger pond with bigger sharks. Here, I’ve
developed my own identity and I can reach out to other places.” cigar and is enthusiastic about life.
But it hasn’t always been that way.
His reach and art has extended to many countries including
“I bought into the art myth that shows a guy with a little
Great Britain, the Netherlands, France, Colombia, Argentina
beret and struggling,” he said. “But now and for several years
and Brazil. Coincidentally, one of his favorite pieces, “The
I see art as a gateway to making
Dream Sower,” hangs at the
new friends and having
Oklahoma State Capitol as part of
relationships.”
the Oklahoma State Arts
Unlike some artists, Hill finds no
Collection.
shame in creating a commercial
“I get calls all the time from
brand by expanding his talents to
around the world. People say, ‘I
wristbands and t-shirts.
like your work. Where can I see
“My ambition is still the same
more?’ That’s when I direct them
as it was at 12 years old. Do my
to my online portfolios. My vision
art, impact people with it and
for my art was bigger, I think,
make a lot of money. The only
because of all the traveling I did
shame comes from within the art
earlier in life. But it was a
world, the critics. The critic has to
practical decision to be a viable
have his sovereignty so he can tell
artist here in Oklahoma knowing
you what works and doesn’t.”
full well that I had a bigger
Turning a profit isn’t anything
audience beyond this state.”
new for Hill. During his fifth grade
So, the question often asked is
school year, young Skip found a
what attracts art collectors and
“The Dream Sower,” hangs at the Oklahoma State Capitol.
way to take other students’ milk
buyers to Hill’s work? The answer
(Photo
courtesy
skiphillartist.com)
and lunch money without being a
is simple. Hill focuses more on
bully. He drew comic books featuring their favorite super hero.
storytelling and less on concepts. Since he was a student in
He took their orders on Monday and by the end of the week he
elementary school, Hill was inspired by cartoons so his
was hauling in the loot.
contemporary work is illustrative with loopy and cartoon-like
But for Hill, his current heroes are the same as they were
impressions. It’s also driven by color, mood, shapes, emotion
and a touch of “smartass irony.”
back in fifth grade, including Peter Max and LeRoy Neiman, of
“It’s a loose style guided by a story which often involves
Playboy fame.
women”, Hill said, with a smile. “My work transcends age and
“I wasn’t going to pick up Playboy without looking at the
cultures and it appeals to a broad range of people. I love
cartoons and illustrations,” he said, with a wink.
finding the beauty in all cultures and bringing them together
Full circle
in one place if only for a moment.”
After college, Hill took off to travel the world in places like
A different breed
Thailand and The Netherlands. He stayed in both countries for
several years, worked on his art, but never found himself until
Sporting dreadlocks, a slender physique and a young,
his return to Oklahoma. Upon his arrival in Oklahoma, his
hipster attitude, Hill doesn’t portray the typical artist’s
intention was to stay two weeks. That was 31 years ago.
lifestyle. He’s not long suffering or poor. He’s doesn’t want to
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being a
“bigI like
fish in a
small pond.”

Left, Skip Hill at work in his studio.
Below, birds are a popular subject.
(Photos courtesy skiphillartist.com)

Since that time, Hill has played a major role in
art education with workshops and residencies in
public and private schools. In addition, he’s
produced murals in a plethora of Oklahoma
schools.
“It feels like I’ve come full circle when I think of
doing those political cartoons at OCU so many
years ago,” he said.
For now and the foreseeable future, Hill is a
happy camper.
“I love where I’m at right now simply because I
choose gratitude. I’m grateful for everything I
have,” he said. “I’m in a good place with my art.”
Hill can be reached at skiphillartist.com or
skiphill@jux. He also has the Facebook page
Skip Hill Art. n
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MUSIC
Armstrong Auditorium
Begins 2014-2015 Season
Jazz pianist Peter Nero, bassist Michael Barnett to

perform at Armstrong Auditorium
With a career spanning more than 50 years, two-time Grammy winner
Peter Nero has established himself as one of the world’s most
celebrated pianists. Nero will perform a thrilling tribute to the
legendary Art Tatum, one of the greatest jazz piano virtuosos of the
20th century, at the Armstrong Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. on Thursday,
November 6.
Joined by jazz bassist Michael Barnett, Nero will perform a blend of
hits from artists including Cole Porter, “Fats” Waller and George
Gershwin. The evening will be an exploration of Tatum’s childhood,
training and interaction with other musicians. He will also be sharing
his personal stories of the after-hour sessions and unofficial piano
contests after 4 a.m. in New York.
“Peter Nero has enchanted audiences worldwide for over half a
century with his musical brilliance, astounding virtuosity and warm
sense of humor,” said Ryan Malone, Armstrong Auditorium concert
manager. This Julliard trained pianist has collaborated with greats
talents such as Mel Tormé and Rod Stewart and has been the
celebrated conductor of the world-renowned Philly Pops for
the past 34 years.
Shane Granger, marketing director for the Armstrong
Auditorium, said concertgoers will delight in experiencing
Nero’s talents in the hall’s unmatched acoustics. “This
Auditorium’s acoustical intimacy is sensational, and with
only 823 luxurious seats, we offer a uniquely intimate evening
with one of the world’s legendary jazz pianists,” he said.
Tickets to experience “For Art’s Sake: A Salute to Art
Tatum” start at $45 for balcony seating and $97 for
orchestra. For more information on ticket options,
subscriptions, group rates or current exhibits, please visit
www.armstrongauditorium.org or call 405-285-1010.
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Peter Nero will perform
a tribute to the legendary
Art Tatum (left) on
Thursday, November 6
at 7:30 p.m.

Brazilian pianist Sergio Monteiro slated for
Nov. 20 performance
Award-winning concert pianist Sergio Monteiro will perform in recital
at the Armstrong Auditorium on Thursday, November 20 at 7:30 p.m.
The program will feature works from composers W.A. Mozart, Frederic
Chopin, Robert Schumann and Henrique Oswald.
Monteiro is recognized for his fiery playing that combines an
extraordinary depth of musicianship and an impeccable technique. A
native of Brazil, he has performed as a soloist around the globe, from
the Kremlin to the John F. Kennedy Center’s Millennium Stage, and was
recently named the director of piano at the Oklahoma City University
Bass School of Music.

Sergio Monteiro, the new
director of piano at Oklahoma City
University Bass School of Music
will perform in recital at Armstrong
Auditorium on November 20 at
7:30 p.m.
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“Sergio Monteiro has established an impressive repertoire
through his incomparable creativity and energy. When he
starts playing, music comes to life,” said Ryan Malone,
Armstrong Auditorium concert manager. “The acclaimed
musician has won more than 30 awards across South America
and in 2005 triumphed at the Second Martha Argerich
International Piano Competition in Buenos Aires, Argentina.”
The auditorium’s unmatched acoustics surround the
audience to create a musical environment that provides an
unforgettable experience to both concertgoers and artists.
58 ionOklahoma OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2014

“The audience will be captivated by Monteiro’s technicality
and musical brilliance. The auditorium’s magnificent
Hamburg Steinway is ideal for Monteiro’s beautiful scores and
the intimate environment will provide an entertaining evening
with an internationally renowned pianist,” said Shane
Granger, marketing director for the Armstrong Auditorium.
Tickets to see Sergio Monteiro begin at $23 for balcony
seating and $48 for orchestra. For more information on ticket
options, subscriptions, group rates or current exhibits, please
visit www.armstrongauditorium.org or call 405-285-1010.

Book Buzz
CH-CH-CHANGES
by Lucie Smoker
Autumn brings crisp, cool stories about changing worlds, transforming hearts and
bettering ourselves. The one thing we can count on in life is change.

Historical Fiction: All the Light We Cannot See
by Anthony Doerr
In a walled city on the northern coast of occupied France,
leaflets rain down from the sky urging, “Depart immediately for
open country.” Allied bombers are approaching, but 16-year-old
Marie-Laure isn’t going anywhere. Fully blind, she’s waiting on
the sixth floor of a narrow house for her uncle who went out the
previous night and never returned. Marie-Laure runs her fingers
along her wooden model of the town, caressing its turrets and
spires as she hears the bombers approaching. She pulls open a
hidden compartment and pulls out a diamond.
Five streets to the north in the Nazi-occupied Hotel of Bees, 18-year-old Werner awakes to the
frenzy of anti-air battery coming into action and his own unit’s evacuation into the cellar. He
brought his bedroll and pack but forgot his water.
Then the lights go out. The parallel stories of Marie-Laure and Werner reach out with the
urgency of a wartime radio warning.
“What mazes there are in this world. The branches of trees, the filigree of roots, the matrix
of crystals... None more complicated than the human brain, Etienne would say, what may be
the most complex object in existence; one wet kilogram within which spin universes.”

Young Adult: I’ll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson
Once inseparable twins, Noah and Jude turn away from each other around the time their
mother dies. Fully estranged, they share this breathtaking story from alternating viewpoints,
plus alternating time periods—with one twin telling the “before,” the next “after” the events
that wedged them apart. While their anger, grief and love stories fill this book, the central
question remains their relationship: will they find a way back to each other?
Jandy Nelson’s spectacular prose lodges itself deep under your rib cage. If you have ever
broken a relationship, this book instigates healing. A truly rare YA experience.
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From Oklahoma’s Mongrel Empire Press: The Wal-Mart Republic
by Quarysh Ali Lansana and Christopher H. Stewart
Poetry captures the essence of change and reduces it to instinct. These poems
revolve around the idea that ‘shopping center is community center,’ and they do not
pull punches on the issues of race, poverty and pain. This book pairs a poet from
Enid with one from Texas who both assert that their births, their ways of seeing, and
some of their adversity are rooted in “the Walmart Republic.” Yet their poetry also
celebrates sensitive, gentler thoughts and remembrances. From “Shipwreck”:
“There was a city here, a city that cast pig iron,
built railroads, meat and refrigerators, shipped
jazz and trumpets, and the embryo of rock and roll
from the silent smile of a blues man’s lips.”

Short Biography: Of Mice and Me by Mishka Shubaly

At 37, Mishka has a great career, a beautiful girlfriend and a
nice home, but something is missing. He doesn’t realize it,
however. Not until he finds a tiny, baby mouse and unexpectedly
decides to care for it. This book cracked me up and made me cry.
It touched on so many of the discords we share in modern life.

“Staying up stone sober to nurse an infant mouse was the longest,
strangest night yet. I was feeding the baby mouse as the sun came up, and
it turned the whole room from blacks and grays to pinks and oranges while
the mouse’s tiny mouth gaped open, little flecks of goat’s milk speckling his
delicate whiskers. As I stared at him, reality seemed to fold in on itself.”

Lucie Smoker is an Oklahoma suspense author and freelance writer. Find more
of her work at www.luciesmoker.wordpress.com
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COMMUNITY

Oklahoma Hall of Fame Inductees
boldness

by Shelly Rowan

T

he 2014 Oklahoma Hall of Fame
Banquet and Induction Ceremony
will be held on Thursday,
November 13 in Oklahoma City.
The 2014 honorees are Harold T. Holden,
Wanda Jackson, Neal McCaleb, Thomas H.
McCasland, Jr., Blake Shelton, Peggy
Clark Stephenson and Alfre Woodard.
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Being inducted into the Oklahoma Hall of Fame is
the highest honor an Oklahoman can receive from the
state. Since the Oklahoma Hall of Fame’s inception in
1927, 662 accomplished individuals have received this
commendation. The names of the Hall of Fame members,
as well as busts and portraits of these individuals, can
be seen at the Gaylord-Pickens Oklahoma Heritage
Museum. In addition, the inductees are recognized on
granite monuments in the Heritage Plaza at the
Oklahoma State Fairgrounds.

Harold Holden
Harold T. Holden, or “H” as he is known to most folks, has
been capturing the West in sculptures and paintings for more
than 40 years. He credits his dad, who was a horseman, for
his love of the West and his grandfather George E. Failing for
encouraging his fine arts career. His artistic inspiration has
always been the historical and contemporary West.
While his work can be found in the Oklahoma State Capitol
and on a U.S. Postage Stamp, public sculptures have kept him
busy the last 20-plus years as he has completed 22 public
works of art in Oklahoma, Texas, Kansas and Arkansas.
He is a professional member of the National Sculpture
Society; a 2001 recipient of the Oklahoma Governor’s Arts
Award; and was recognized as a Distinguished Alumni by
Oklahoma State University
in 2005. He was elected to
membership in the Cowboy
Artists of America
Organization in 2012.
Representative shows
include the Prix de West,
Masters of the American
West, Cheyenne Frontier
Days, Cowboy Artists of
America “Cowboy
Crossings” and Night of
Artists show.
Holden’s home and studio is near Kremlin, where he lives
with his wife, Edna Mae.

Wanda Jackson
Born in Maud, Wanda Jackson moved to Oklahoma City and
attended Crooked Oak and Capitol Hill schools. In her junior
year at Capitol Hill High School, her friends dared her to enter
a talent contest. Jackson won the contest and her career was
launched. While in high school, she performed with Meryl
Lindsey and Hank Thompson. It was through Thompson that
she received her first contract with Capitol Records.
Jackson recorded her first hit in 1954, has toured 40
different countries, and recorded in three foreign languages.
She received a Grammy Award in 1963 for Best Female
Country Vocalist. As well as recording more than 300 single
records, she has recorded 31 country, rockabilly and gospel
albums.

Jackson is the undisputed Queen of Rockabilly, the First
Lady of Rock and Roll and a member of the Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame, International Gospel Music Hall of Fame, Country
Music Hall of Fame, German Music Hall of Fame and
Oklahoma Music Hall of Fame.
With a career that spans nearly 60 years, she is a bigger
name than ever. Still rolling out for 200 dates a year, Jackson
performs on the strength of top-selling album, The Party Ain’t
Over, produced by Jack White, while continuing to win new
generations of fans.

Neal McCaleb
Neal McCaleb’s career as
a civil engineer spans overs
50 years in private practice
and public service. He
graduated from Oklahoma
A&M College and became
involved in the design and
development of the
Interstate Highway System.
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He then went to work for the Oklahoma City Engineering
Department,where he attained the position of Assistant City
Engineer, before opening his own consulting engineering firm.
Prior to being elected to the Oklahoma House of
Representatives,serving from 1974-1983 with 4 years as the
Republican floor leader, he developed residential subdivisions
in the Oklahoma City area.
McCaleb was appointed the first Secretary of Transportation
in 1987and Director of the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation (ODOT) by Gov. Henry Bellmon. In 1995, he
again was appointed Secretary of Transportation and Director
of the Oklahoma Turnpike Authority and ODOT during the
Keating administration.
In 2001, he was appointed Assistant Secretary of the
Interior by President George W. Bush and was in charge of the
Bureau of Indian Affairs. In2003, he continued his interest and
advocacy of Indian economic development with the Chickasaw
Nation as a special advisor to Gov. Bill Anoatubby. An enrolled
member of the Chickasaw Nation, he currently serves as
Chairman of the Board of the Chickasaw Nation Industries.

Thomas H. McCasland
Thomas McCasland was born and raised in Duncan where
attended Duncan High School.There McCasland was an
athlete, was president of his
senior class, and was named
Outstanding Senior Boy. He
attended the University of
Oklahoma, graduating with a
degree in Petroleum
Engineering, and he was
selected as Big Man on
Campus and found his wife
Phyllis Hahn. While at OU,
McCasland was a member of
Beta Theta Pi Fraternity and
the Engineering Honor’s Society, Tau Beta Pi.
He spent 2 years in the United States Navy Civil Engineering
Corps before returning to Duncan and the family oil business.
During McCasland’s 40-year career, he built a nine-rig drilling
company, developed several service companies and further
developed Mack Energy Company. McCasland currently
operates 600 wells in 4 states, as well as other private
enterprises. Under his leadership, the next generation
developed and built M&M Supply, with 11 stores; formed
EnerWest Trading Company, an oil purchaser operating 20
trucks; and AmQuest Bank, with nine branches.
During his career, McCasland served and led many local
and state civic and industry organizations. Since retirement
and moving to Dallas, TX, he and his wife have worked with
and supported Dallas Fort Worth arts organizations. He sits
on the boards and executive committees of The Dallas Opera
and the Dallas Arboretum. McCasland and his wife have two
sons, Tom III and Mark, and five grandchildren.

Blake Shelton
GRAMMY-nominee, Blake Shelton, is CMA Awards’ reigning
“Male Vocalist of the Year” for the 4th consecutive year, the
2013 recipient of “Album of the Year” for his current
platinum release, Based On a True Story... and is a Coach on
NBC’s hit musical-competition series “The Voice.”
Just off the heels of his multi-week No. 1 smash, “Boys
‘Round Here”, the follow-up single “Mine Would Be You”
topped the charts for three weeks, making it one of the
longest-charting country singles of 2013. The third single
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“Doin’ What She Likes”, made history with the most
consecutive No. 1’s on the country charts marking his 16th No.
1 overall and 11th consecutive, and his current single, “My
Eyes,”is Top 20.
Shelton, a Grand Ole Opry member since 2010, has earned a
host of other awards and nominations, including three GRAMMY
nominations this year. Blake’s passion for country music and his
commitment to mentoring his teammates from “The Voice”
make him an incredible ambassador for country music.
Following the 2013 May tornadoes, Shelton organized a starstudded benefit concert, raising more than $6.5 Million through
the “Healing in the Heartland: Relief Benefit Concert” for the
United Way of Central Oklahoma May Tornadoes Relief Fund.

Peggy Stephenson
Peggy Clark Stephenson is executive director of the Charles
and Peggy Stephenson Family Foundation. The foundation
supports community projects, as well as organizations that
make a significant difference. These include the Stephenson
Research and
Technology Center, the
Stephenson Life Science
Research Center
located on The
University of
Oklahoma’s Research
Campus and the Peggy
and Charles
Stephenson Cancer
Center at the Health
Sciences Center in
Oklahoma City.
Stephenson makes her
time available for
volunteer work with her church and various other
organizations. She has been honored as chairwoman of “Tulsa
Project Woman” and with the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer
Foundation Award. Both of the Stephensons have received the
National Jewish Medical Research Center Tulsa Humanitarian
Award, induction into the Hall of Fame for the College of
Engineering at the University of Tulsa and the Dean’s Award
for Distinguished Community Service at the Oklahoma College
of Medicine. In 2008, she received an Honorary Doctorate
Degree from the University of Oklahoma and was inducted into

the Tulsa Hall of Fame.Born in Antlers, she and her husband,
Charlie, began dating while in high school. They celebrated
their 56th wedding anniversary in December. They live in Tulsa
and have two children, Steve and Cindy, and six
grandchildren.

Alfre Woodard
A Tulsa native, Alfre Woodard’s work as an actor has earned
her an Oscar nomination, four Emmy Awards, 17 Emmy
nominations, three
Screen Actors Guild
(SAG) Awards, and a
Golden Globe Award.
Her most recent
Emmy nominations
were for Outstanding
Supporting Actress in
the Lifetime remake
of Steel Magnolias
and for Outstanding
Guest Actress in a
Drama Series on
HBO’s, True Blood.
Woodard’s illustrious
body of work includes her Oscar nominated performance in
Cross Creek; Mandela; Grand Canyon; Passion Fish; Miss
Evers’ Boys, for which she won an Emmy, SAG and Golden
Globe awards; Crooklyn; Love and Basketball; The Family That
Preys; Down in the Delta; and Twelve Years a Slave in the role
of Mistress Harriet Shaw. Woodard’s current work includes
Mississippi Grind, New Line’s Annabelle, and TNT’s The Last
Ship.
She directed and produced, “Nelson Mandela’s Favorite
African Folktales,” which was named 2010 Audiobook of the
Year, and garnered a 2010 Grammy Award nomination for
“Best Children’s Spoken Word Album.”
In addition to her acting career, she currently serves on the
President’s Committee on the Arts and Humanities, The Creative
Coalition, and is co-founder of “Artists for a New South Africa, a
nonprofit working to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS and further
the cause of Human rights in South Africa. n
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DINING

Forrest Gump shrimp has nothing on Pearl’s Oyster Bar
by Julie Lesko-Bishop

W

hile Discovery Channel’s Deadliest
Catch raked in three top awards at
the 2014 Primetime Creative Arts
Awards, Pearl’s Oyster Bar was
doing the same just at the local level with many
Reader’s Choice Awards under their belt.
Celebrating their 30th anniversary not only makes them
one of the longest running, continuously operated family
owned restaurants, “one of a few” according to Sterling
Cryder, with Cryder Marketing and Advertising but also an
Emmy award winner in the world of fish.
Just like Deadliest Catch, it is all about the fish at Pearl’s
Oyster Bar and with the push toward healthy lifestyles it
is no wonder. Everyone knows fish resides at the top of
healthy choices.
Top, Peel and Eat Shrimp.
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Owner Paul Seikel is no stranger to the fish craze or awards. Pearl’s Oyster Bar,
Crabtown in Bricktown and Trapper’s Fishcamp and Grill are all part of the Pearl’s
Restaurant Group. Seikel brings his love of the Cajun/New Orleans flavor to his menu
items.
Pearl’s menu section, Cajun Specialties, features Crawfish Ettoufee’, a delectable dish
smothered in a tangy tomato-based sauce and Shrimp Creole, named after the French
and Spanish culture that migrated from Europe. And no Cajun Specialty menu could be
complete without Jambalaya. This spicy rice dish hails from New Orleans and is
chocked full of shrimp, chicken and Andouille Sausage.
For the lighter fare, there is a Caesar & Chopped Salads Section with five
mouthwatering possibilities, each with a meat-topping option. And for those health
conscious patrons they added an “Under 600 Calorie” menu this summer.
Pearl’s is always tweaking the menu. Seikel likes to stay abreast of the field, or ocean
so to speak, and travels a great deal to see what new offerings may exist.
It is hard to top the fresh seafood specialties menu where delicacies like Shrimp Ya-Ya
and Mahi Mahi, Wild Hawaiian-Red Chili Seared enable you to select a signature sauce
to complement your choice: Classic, Mustard Buere Blanc, Cajun, Southwest, Asian or
Chimichurri.
It has long been said that months ending in ”r” are oyster months and you know what
that means: September, October, November and December!
Forrest Gump had his shrimp boiled, broiled, fried, seared, and in 361 other forms but
none of them had anything on Pearl’s Bourbon Street Champagne Brunch where you

Sea Bass
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Mahi Mahi

can find poached and scrambled eggs accompanied by popcorn shrimp or Andouille
Sausage or even blackened Canadian Bacon.
And the Bloody Mary Bar won’t be far away. The bar provides the starter Vodka in a
glass and turns you loose on a condiment bar where you add what your thirsty little heart
desires. Found on Saturdays 10:30 a.m. -2 p.m. and Sundays 10 a.m.-2 p.m. n

Dirty Angel Hair
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Rockin’ the
Red Rock Grill
by Greg Horton

R

ed Rock Canyon Grill was the first
Hal Smith Restaurant at Lake Hefner,
and it has been the most consistent
performer at that location. Except for
a fire that closed the restaurant temporarily,
Red Rock has remained open as Red Rock since
its grand opening. It is a popular destination for
many metro residents because it has one of the
best patios and best views in the city. The patio
on the north and west sides of the restaurant
overlooks the lake at sunset.
In addition to the excellent view, Red Rock puts out some
excellent food with a Southwest flare. The restaurant is open
for dinner seven days a week, and there is a special menu for
brunch on Sunday. Perhaps the most unique of all the HSRG
concepts, Red Rock’s menu is full of items you can only get at
Red Rock.
The rotisserie is one of the restaurant’s specialties, and the
chicken is moist and falling off the bone. You can get the
rotisserie chicken as a combo meal with beef tenderloin or St.
Louis style ribs. They are served with redskin mashed potatoes
and sweet glazed carrots, but feel free to sub on the sides. The
sides at Red Rock are half the fun. Choose from couscous,
deviled eggs, or mushrooms, in addition to other choices.
Meatloaf is typically comfort food, the sort of stuff mom used
to make and then finish with ketchup on top. Red Rock

70 ion Oklahoma OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2014

Red Rock shrimp

Rib Eye Steak with Canyon Mushrooms

elevates the dish and makes it one of the best things on
the menu. It’s a mixture of ground beef tenderloin and
pork sausage, but it’s served spicy and topped with a
fire-roasted tomato sauce that sets the perfect tone. This
is the perfect dish to have with one of Red Rock’s
signature starters: iron-skillet cornbread.
That delicious rotisserie chicken is also the star in Red
Rock’s John “B” Good chicken enchiladas. Rotisserie
chicken, Monterey Jack cheese, and a tangy salsa verde
are stuffed into corn tortillas and served with pico, sour
cream, and Red Rock’s own guacamole. If you are super
hungry, go for the steak and enchilada platter, served
with Red Rock’s skirt steak.
For dessert, the key lime pie is a must. HSRG has
been serving one of the best key lime pies in the metro
Mustard Crusted Pork Chops

John “B” Good Chicken Enchiladas

Bunkhouse St. Louis Ribs
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Redrock’s Cluck and Oink

for decades, and Red Rock’s is no exception. The restaurant has
also benefited from the recent change and upgrade to its wine menu,
and a full bar is available.
The brunch menu has many of the same items, including the
meatloaf and the enchiladas, but a few items appear only on the
brunch menu. Choose from omelets, tortilla soup, or Red Rock’s
delicious chicken pot pie. The crust is made in-house, and then
filled with carrots, peas, and herb-roasted potatoes. For a more
traditional brunch, the quiche is a delicious bacon and spinach
served with two salsas.
Healthy and vegetarian options are available on the menu,
including a seasonal vegetable platter served with couscous, and
Red Rock always has salmon and fresh fish options. n
Key Lime pie

Red Rock’s Deviled Eggs

Skillet Cornbread
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PEOPLE
Celebrate OKLAHOMA!...More than just a movie
Shirley Jones attends the Opening
by Bud Elder

A

s part of a statewide effort to bring
homegrown pride and cultural identity
to thousands of Oklahoma students,
Academy Award winning actress Shirley
Jones and former Oklahoma Governor George
Nigh presented highlights from the newly
restored, Todd AO print of Rodgers and
Hammerstein’s “Oklahoma!” at the Oklahoma
City Community College theater on Thursday,
August 28 beginning at 7:00 p.m.
According to civic booster Lee Allan Smith, one of the
event’s supporters, the thought of bringing “Oklahoma!”
back to local communities was generated by a group of
Oklahoma City businessmen who want all Oklahomans,
not just those from metropolitan areas, to experience their
legendary namesake musical production.
“Rodgers and Hammerstein perhaps said it best when
they wrote “The Farmer and the Cowman Should Be
Friends” – that’s the way it should always be between
Oklahoma City and the rest of our fair state,” Smith said.
Governor Nigh and Shirley Jones were on hand to host
and help celebrate this landmark event.
As an unexpected surprise to Governor Nigh and Shirley
Jones special Oklahoma recognition awards were presented
by Smith, Blake Wade, and Barry Switzer for being two of the
all time great ambassadors representing the State of
Oklahoma.
“While most students and new Oklahoma citizens may
have a glancing familiarity with “Oklahoma!,” perhaps it’s
time to renew some state pride by demonstrating once again
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that this work of art is truly our state’s calling card all over
the world,” said Nigh, who, as a young state legislator led the
charge, in 1953, to make the musical’s title number the official
Oklahoma state song.
According to Nigh, the plan is to use the
event as a springboard of a statewide tour that would bring a
day of “Oklahoma!” into individual communities and school
districts, complete with the restored film, special

Gordon MacRae as Curly

Lee Allan Smith and Shirley Jones, 2014.

1955

events and background information regarding the musical.
Jones, whose place in American culture is intact with her Oscar
winning performance in the film “Elmer Gantry,” as well as lead
performances in “Oklahoma!,” “Carousel” and “The Music Man” is
thrilled that her role as Laurey Williams is being reintroduced in
new splendor.
“This print of ‘Oklahoma!’ was shown in the coveted ‘Opening
Night’ spot at the recent Turner Classic Movie Film Festival and was
greeted with roaring applause and celebration,” Jones said. “I’m
so thrilled to be a part of this statewide celebration that will remind
those in the Sooner State just how important to world culture this
musical is and can be.”
Jones also shares insight on the new print.
In 1955 I was a very young girl right of high school and only 19
years old when the movie was made in Nogales, Arizona. It was very
exciting to be cast in the movie along with Gordan MacRae, Gene
Nelson, Rod Stieger, and a wonderful cast of very talented actors.

You know, Oklahoma! was the first independent movie film
musical really made and MGM had always done the musical
films before that. Recently I turned 80 and have many fond
memories of Oklahoma!.
“When ‘Oklahoma!’ was filmed, the actors had to do two
‘takes,’ one for the regular widescreen film and one for the
then newly created Todd AO process, which was the version
exclusively shown in Roadshow engagements of the film,”
she said. “Audiences today, who have most likely never seen

this alternate version will marvel at its restoration,” he said.
“With soaring vistas, larger than life characters and those
wonderful, precious songs, this is an “Oklahoma!” for a new
age and it’s time our natives embrace, once again, this
masterwork.”
Additional screenings of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s
“Oklahoma!” were held at OCCC on Saturday through Monday,
August 30-September 1. n

“This movie instills pride in all Oklahomans - it is a ‘uniter’ not a
‘divider’ and represents all Oklahomans in communities across the
state. The OKC Chamber wants to be involved in not only the
Oklahoma City Community College premiere, but also the 2015 tour
to cities all across the state.”
– Roy Williams, President of the
Oklahoma City Chamber of Commerce

“The city of Oklahoma City is very happy to be a part of
this event and 2015 tour as it represents many of our core
values and core history Many of us remember the musical
and movie from the time we were growing up in Oklahoma,
but there is a whole new generation now, out here, of
Oklahomans who have never seen the movie.”
– Jim Couch, city manager of Oklahoma City
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“The movie ‘Oklahoma!’ is an ageless film for best known for its
unique blending of the arts, i.e. a stage play, music, and dance.
Critics and people all over the world love this musical and movie
because of this creative blending.”
– Bob Blackburn, executive director,
Oklahoma Historical Society
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Oklahoma!
A MOVIE REVIEW
by Tim Farley

he movie “Oklahoma!” has, for
generations, been a cinematic and stage
hit with its themes of family, work, pride and
boundless optimism. So, it was a
tremendous day when the special
remastering of the movie was shown at
Oklahoma City Community College recently.

T

Long before Jane Jayroe, Carrie Underwood
or Kristin Chenoweth became Oklahoma’s
sweethearts, there was Shirley Jones, the
beautiful young actress who played in the
movie’s starring role as “Laurey.” Although
she wasn’t born in Oklahoma, Jones has
always had a special admiration for the
state and its people. So, it was
heartwarming when she took yet another bow
at the special screening last month.
The remastered version of “Oklahoma!”
Laurey, played by Shirley Jones, and Curly, played by Gordon MacRae in a scene from the
brings to living color all of the promise and
movie “Oklahoma!”
hope people felt as this territory was about to
tingling experience to hear the song “Oklahoma.” Regardless
become a state. The movie brings a magical charm that
of how many times a person hears it, the title track never gets
shows what Oklahomans are made of and how we respond in
old, especially if you live in Oklahoma.
times of crisis.
Mental images of wavin’ wheat, the wind sweepin’ down the
High school and college performing arts groups perform the
Plains,
and hawks making lazy circles in the sky automatically
wonderful musical. There’s also successful revivals of the
appear. The movie is fun, refreshing and energizing while also
stage version here in the U.S. and abroad. “Oklahoma!”
producing a positive image of Oklahoma that will never be
carries with it messages that are never lost on any audience
forgotten. The movie, the stage version and the messages
regardless of location. Audiences love the music such as “Oh
found
in “Oklahoma!” never get old. In fact, the lessons we
What a Beautiful Mornin’,” “The Surrey with the Fringe on
learn from the movie are timeless. Regardless what happens
Top” and of course, the title song, “Oklahoma.”
The movie has long been a great advertisement for the state in this state, whether tornadoes or a manmade tragedy,
people always respond with the so-called Oklahoma Standard,
and last month’s special screening at OCCC carried on that
which
also can be seen throughout the movie.
tradition.
As the lyrics say, “You’re doin’ fine, Oklahoma.” n
The movie and stage versions make audiences feel good.
The performances are heart-warming and it’s always a spineOCTOBER/NOVEMBER ionOklahoma 77

BUSINESS

Broadband Access Critical to
State’s Rural Areas
by Tim Farley

B

roadband access is a critical
component for rural Oklahoma,
which focuses in large part on food
production for the rest of the state.

That’s the analogy Samuel Sanchez uses when discussing
the need to extend broadband availability and access to
more remote rural areas such as southeastern Oklahoma.
“People who live in metro areas are highly dependent on
many rural activities such as raising cattle, growing crops,
sod farming, wastewater management and slaughter
houses. The rural area provides these products
and services that metro area residents
couldn’t live without,” said Sanchez,
the Vice President of Operations
of Cherokee Communications in
Calera, OK.
In the same manner, rural
residents and business owners
– just like their metro
counterparts – are just as
dependent on the Internet or
broadband access for a variety of
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“

By putting in fiber, we are bringing limitless
potential for expansion.… This multi-home
broadband will allow McAlester to go get a big
manufacturing firm and that job creation will occur
because of communications and its structure.”
– Samuel Sanchez
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reasons, including job creation and the ability to live and
operate a cutting-edge business in remote areas.
“If we weren’t doing what we’re doing and you wanted
something better in terms of broadband, you would have to
move to a metro area,” Sanchez said.
However, the work of regional telephone and communication
firms like Cherokee offer rural residents and businesses hope.
A project to extend underground fiber along the State Highway
75 corridor began July 2013 and should be finished in three to
four months. When complete, workers will have laid 120 miles
of fiber optic cable giving 20,000 homes in a four-county area
access to high speed Internet.
The project extends from Calera to Durant, through Atoka
and McAlester and into Hughes and Coal counties.
As Sanchez points out, the financial stability and recovery of
rural America is dependent on this investment, which is being
made by family-owned businesses such as Cherokee
Communications.
“We are investing millions with this build out,” Sanchez
said. “By putting in fiber, we are bringing limitless potential
for expansion. This is Manhattan-quality fiber. Data centers
don’t exist in these areas because they’ve never had access
like this before. Now, this multi-home broadband will allow
McAlester to go get a big manufacturing firm and that job
creation will occur because of communications and its
structure. Nobody (potential businesses) would look at these
areas if not for this type of infrastructure.”

Moving Cherokee forward
Sanchez views the current fiber project as a natural
extension of the three-generation family business. W.O. Young
started Cherokee Telephone Company in 1956 in Durant and
was followed into the business by his son James O. Young.
Sanchez is now, by marriage, the third generation involved in
company operations. “I’m from the IP world and this is a
transition from old school legacy networks to new modern IP
networks,” Sanchez said. “I was needed to make that
transition because I was from the IP world. This company will
last for generations because fiber is stabilizing it.”
Cherokee Communications is the leading telecommunications provider in southeast Oklahoma and continues to
meet the evolving needs of customers.
“We’re committed to these towns,” Sanchez said.
Cherokee Communications, through its web site, currently

invites Durant residents to sign up for the underground fiber
so they can “Stop the Buffering.” The company web site touts
technological advantages like “watching Duck Dynasty while
you download Duck Dynasty” or “play Xbox while they watch
Netflix.” The web site also promotes the idea that Durant
residents will no longer need a satellite dish and they can
download an HD movie in 10 seconds. n
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WINE

A Zest for Zinfandel!
by Greg Horton

P

erhaps you saw the movie “Bottle Shock.” If so,
you might think that Bo Barrett was the
winemaker who produced the Chardonnay that
won the Judgment of Paris in 1976, the wine
competition that finally earned California wines respect
worldwide. The movie never really cleared up the
issue of who made the wine for Chateau Montelena
for that 1973 vintage, but it wasn’t Bo Barrett.
The winemaker was Croatian-born Milijenko “Mike” Grgich
(pronounced ger-gitch). Grgich arrived in Napa Valley, Calif., in
1958. After working for notable California wineries, including
Robert Mondavi, he became a partner in Chateau Montelena. The
winery is still producing wines, as is Grgich’s own Grgich Hills,
which he founded in 1977.
Judgment of Paris and movies aside, Grgich is one of the best
winemakers in the world because he makes wines with
extraordinary balance and age ability. While his Chardonnay,
Merlot, and Cabernet are stellar, Grgich is well-known for making
another varietal with equal Old World sensibility: Zinfandel.
The stepchild of red grapes, Zinfandel’s reputation has suffered
among wine lovers due to winemaking practices that lead to overripe fruit flavors, high alcohol, and a flavor profile that works
better with ice cream than serious food. That is unfortunate,
because there are still winemakers like Grgich who understand the
true character of Zinfandel as a serious red wine that goes wonderfully
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with food.
Chateau Montelena still makes outstanding Zinfandel,
along with all the other amazing wines they produce.
Occasionally, a winery is worthy of its reputation, and Chateau
Montelena qualifies. Their Zinfandel is beautifully balanced,
with acid that works for accompanying food and for shelf
aging. The Montelena Zins will be good for many years, and
because of the benefits of bottle aging, the roundness
and fruit profile will improve with time.
Grgich Hills still makes world class Zinfandel, too.
Every year, the style that Mike Grgich introduced to
Californian winemaking, a tribute to the sensible and
food-friendly Primitivo and Zinfandel of Europe, is
showcased in Grgich Hills Zinfandel. The brambles
and berries are still there, but so too are
earth, minerality, spices, and the
signature acid that makes well-made
Zinfandel so good with food.
One of the great stories in California
Zinfandel is Aldo Biale, the son of Italian
immigrants who farmed and sold grapes
in Napa until his death in 2009. The
original Zinfandel grapes that Biale
farmed were planted in 1937, so
the Napa Zinfandel winemaker
had more experience with the
varietal. In 1991, Aldo partnered
with his son Robert to create
Robert Biale Vineyards. His
popular Black Chicken Zinfandel
is a tribute to the days when Aldo
had to sell jugs of Zinfandel
illegally. The code words for
purchase of his homemade wine
were “Black Chicken.”
The Black Chicken is still being
produced, and like the Grgich
legacy wines, Aldo Biale’s Italian
heritage influences the Old World
style Zinfandel that comes from
Robert Biale Vineyards. The Zin is a
bit fruitier than the previous two,
but the structure and the acid are
still solid. Great Old World Zins are

made by winemakers with a commitment to making dry Zin,
and Biale delivers.
Frank Family Vineyards is one of the most popular
destinations for Oklahomans heading to Napa, and rightly so.
The family-owned winery produces a wide variety of
outstanding wines, and their Zinfandel is an
underappreciated Napa gem. The Frank Family Zinfandel
shows more baking spices and “fall scents” (think
sandalwood or cedar)
than some of the
other wines here, but
again, the balance
and age ability are
present. As is
characteristic of
Zinfandel, the red and
black fruit show
depending upon the
pairing or the amount of
time the bottle is open.
Napa is not the only
region to produce great
California Zinfandel.
Dashe Cellars in Sonoma
specializes in Zinfandel, as
well as other wines, but the
husband and wife team
focus on terroir-driven
wines. They bring more than fifty years of winemaking
experience to bear on their wines, and their training in Old
World winemaking in France only adds to the Old World
commitment to place and balance. The wines are single
vineyard, so that the place shines through in the wine.
The Dashe Cellars Dry Creek Valley Zinfandel is an excellent
and affordable introduction to Dashe wines. The cooler
Sonoma climate means that the grapes take longer to ripen,
so Dashe wines don’t have the flabby, over-ripe fruit common
to many American Zinfandels.
The Zinfandels here are not necessarily widely
available in the state, but a wine shop can order them and
have them on hand within 24-48 hours. Edmond Wine Shop,
Freeman’s Liquor, Broadway Wine Merchants, and Spirit Shop
in Norman all keep a good selection on hand. n
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ART
Cowboy Crossings Show Portrays
Best of the American West
Fine Art and Cowboy Gear Merge for a Visually Exciting Show
by M. J. Van DeVenter

W
Following Buffalo Tracks
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here can you see fine art and
cowboy gear in one setting that
takes you on a virtual tour of the
American West?

Of course it’s the National Cowboy & Western Heritage
Museum in northeast Oklahoma City. Opening October 9-11
is an exhibition that blends fine art with exquisite cowboy
gear, all created by the best western artists and craftsmen in
the country. The show continues through Jan. 4.
“Cowboy Crossings” features paintings and sculptures by
award-winning artists, all of whom are members of the
prestigious Cowboy Artists of America, which was founded
in 1965 during a revival of interest in all things western,
including the opening of the National Cowboy Museum.
The CAA was founded by a group of stalwart cowboy
artists - Joe Beeler, Charlie Dye, John Hampton and
George Phippen - names that are legendary in cowboy
artist circles. Their first shows were held at the Cowboy
Museum from 1966 until 1972. Then they exhibited in
Kerrville, Texas and Phoenix, Arizona for almost half a
century. About six years ago, following extensive
negotiations, the National Cowboy Museum became their
permanent venue.
Many of the participating CAA artists also show their
fine art at the museum’s annual Prix de West Invitational
Art Exhibition, an annual mid-June event.
Throughout the CAA’s 49-year history, it has worked to
maintain standards of quality in contemporary western art,

Downtime by Wayne Baize.

while helping guide collectors in their purchases of
western art. The CAA also sponsors an annual trail ride
and camp-out in locales conducive to the inspiration of
western art. CAA President Martin Grelle calls that
event “the glue that holds us together. We are blessed
year after year to be hosted by different ranches across
the West. This year, for the sixth time, we were on the
beautiful Diamond Tail Ranch in northern Colorado.”
These artists portray their love and respect for the
Western landscape. Oil paintings and watercolors
provide a diverse view of the western landscape and the
animals that inhabit it. Bronze sculptures portray
historic figures from the past or present story-telling
scenes reflecting ranch life. Bruce R. Green’s painting,

“Life, Seen from a Saddle,” is a stellar example of the
style of art featured.
As CAA members look ahead to their 50th annual
show in 2015, they are proud of their accomplishments
that insure the authentic artistic representation of the
life of the West as it was, and as it is now. One of their
original goals was to perpetuate the memory and culture
of the Old West as typified by such artistic icons as
Charlie Russell and Frederic Remington.
“I believe the founding members would be pleased to
see what they started is still going strong,” Grelle said.
“We move toward our 50th anniversary year with
excitement and enthusiasm for what we can yet
accomplish as an organization and as individual artists.”
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The artisans who will present silver and
leather saddles and spurs, lassos and bits
are members of the Traditional Cowboy
Artists Association (TCAA), who have
been showing their couture cowboy gear at
the Museum for the past 15 years.
Obviously, the items featured in the
show are not those used as the work horses
of the Western range. These are collectors’
items valued for their beauty, intricate
detail and superb craftsmanship. Wilson
Capron’s “Bit Detail” is one example of
the elegance to be seen in ranching items
that artists have transformed into
memorable works of fine art.
“I’m very proud of the works my fellow
members have created for this year’s
exhibit,” said TCAA President Ernie Marsh.
“These showcase what can be achieved
when the constraints and common market
expectations are set aside, enabling a
craftsman to masterfully combine function
and art to a point where they are one and
the same.
“Those familiar with TCAA have come
to expect one-of-a-kind artwork. As I hand
the reins to Nate Wald, the incoming
president, I’m confident the TCAA will
continue to provide an excellent
representation of our western heritage, fine
craftsmanship and the lifestyles we
continue to cherish,” Marsh said.
Four years ago, the National Cowboy
Museum “merged” the art of these two
national groups into one block-buster
autumn show. Each organization maintains
its autonomy throughout the year but
combines their talents for this special
exhibition.

Left, Life Seen by Greene.
Opposite top, briefcase by Schwarz.
Opposite bottom, Guns and Roses saddle by Bean.
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Schedule of events
There’s a new rush of excitement about this
year’s Cowboy Crossings show. A variety of
events will introduce patrons to the renaissance
taking place in Oklahoma City. Open Range Day
will be Oct. 9 and includes a visit to the new
Wilshire Gun or Coffee Creek Golf clubs. That
evening, an elegant dinner at the Petroleum Club
offers a grand panoramic evening view of the city.
This event is for bid-book holders who are
planning to purchase art.
Oct. 10 features a motor coach tour of the city
with a VIP tour of the National Memorial and
Museum, hosted by Lance Benham, the Cowboy
Museum’s Board Chairman. Lunch in Bricktown
will be followed by a stop at the Oklahoma
Centennial Land Run Monument, a two-decade
project by CAA artist and Oklahoma resident
Paul Moore.
On Friday evening, guests will preview the 150
pieces of art on exhibit and mingle with the CAA
and TCAA artists in a prelude to Saturday
evening’s action-packed bid sale of stellar
cowboy art.
New this year will be a celebration dinner and
concert, with activities extending to the
Museum’s Western States Plaza. Oklahoma’s own
Head Country Bar-B-Q will cater dinner under
the stars, weather permitting. The Lower 40 and
Wade Bowen, a popular Texas musician. will
provide music. Red Steagall, an honoree of the
Museum’s Hall of Great Westerners, will keep the
evening lively with his western banter as emcee.
Museum officials suggest western chic and
business attire for the gala evening.
Also taking place during the week, preceding
the opening of the “Cowboy Crossings,” will be a
TCAA-sponsored workshop for saddle makers
from across North America. Award-winning
Canadian saddle maker Chuck Stormes will
address the proper selection of saddle trees and
problems of saddle tree fit, a subject dear to the
hearts of cowboys who like to ride tall and feel
comfortable in their saddles.
For reservations and bid books, call the
Museum at 405-478-2250, ext. 219. n
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PETS

Be Relentless!
The story of finding Simpson
by Wendy Mills

H

e was a small gold ball of fur in 2010
when I found him in the wheel well of
my truck, crouching on the tire. His
little cries caught my attention and I
couldn’t resist picking him up, cupping him in
my hands. A few strokes and I put him back,
telling him to return to wherever he came from.
The next day he was still in the driveway, peeking out from
under the car, helping himself to dog food or a drink of water,
but I didn’t want to encourage him. I’d never owned a cat and
didn’t want one. They make me itch — or worse.
Day after day he was there. Within the week and late at
night a downpour moved in and I had to rescue him from
under the car. I made a little kitty bed in the bathroom for the
night. He had his foot in the door…all four of them.
I sought a home for him with no success, eventually naming
him Simpson because my step-daughter already had an
orange tabby named Homer. Maybe you can see where I was
going with that. I may have acted tough, but he quickly found
his way to my heart.
Life goes on…vaccinations, “fixing”… he spent much of
his time laying on the back steps or playing in the yard, living
his little cat life with no worries – entertaining us with games
of tag and hide and seek. He loved being outside and stayed
within hearing distance. Anytime we’d whistle he’d promptly
show up, wondering why we’d called.
I spend most of my days in my office facing a computer, not
getting out much. My main distraction would be the plucking
on my window screen whenever Simpson wanted to be let in.
He knows the window I’m closest to and how to get my
attention; that’s me — the doorman. He had a definite

88 ion Oklahoma OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2014

in-and-out pattern by which you could almost set your watch.
After Simpson turned three a different atmosphere rolled into
the neighborhood, not that we really noticed initially. The
normally easy-going, pet-friendly attitude had developed a hole.

IT WAS A WARM DAY FOR WINTER, and as usual I worked at
my computer until mid-morning before it dawned on me that
Simpson hadn’t asked to come in. I went out and looked
around, whistling and calling a few times. No response. I had
errands to run and deadlines to finish, all punctuated with
short trips out calling the cat.
He didn’t come home that night.
The next day we began our search in earnest. My husband told
me to inquire at our new neighbors, thinking a woman is less
intimidating. The young man who answered the door grinned
and proudly boasted that he had indeed trapped my cat,
removed his collar and dumped him “up north.” I was stunned.
They – no one on the block – had ever mentioned having a
problem with Simpson or with any of the other cats that call our
street home. In fact, the couple who had just recently sold that
house had doted on the cats and fed them treats.
In my astonished state, I’d start to walk away then think of
a question and turn back. It was probably the third time that

tested the neighbor’s patience as he unleashed a pitch of
profanity and a hand in my face. That’s when my husband,
watching from our yard, called 911.
Officer Jones showed up. Twice. The first time he spoke with
us and then the neighbor, concluding “It’s just a cat.” His
return came after this neighbor accosted a woman from down
the street as she tried to retrieve her cat from his driveway;
she was already missing one. His obscenities could be heard
doors away. (This is how you “introduce” yourself to a
neighbor wearing PJs in your driveway on a Sunday morning?)
We headed to the dump area– an overwhelming, unspecific
area off Hwy 74 between Cashion and Guthrie. It was in my
head that we’d go whistle and he’d run and jump into my
arms, and all would be well. Getting there, the hopelessness
of it slapped me in the face. The houses can be a mile apart
with small clusters of homes sprinkled around.
As soon as it got dark I’d spread the word online, posting
Simpson’s information on various Facebook and lost pet
websites and placing ads in a few newspapers. What resulted

was an outpouring of concern sprinkled
with a few “your cat is coyote food”
responses. I was doing what I could, but
I kept thinking farmers don’t do
Facebook— but they do watch the news
and weather.
Local TV news and an online
newspaper covered Simpson’s story.
One TV report was a “neighborhood cat
fight” also mentioned other cats
missing from the block, and days later
a second station focused on Simpson’s
disappearance and the search.
Calls came in reporting orange
tabbies from Moore to Guthrie,
Yukon to Langston, not to mention
the call from Dr. Phil’s program
director asking us to come with or
without our neighbors to “resolve
our issues.”
We had spent about two weeks canvasing the Hwy 74 area
when we learned we were searching in the wrong place.
One of our contacts and new friend is an Oklahoma County
Deputy who offered us valuable information, people to contact,
and invested her own time to help. When questioning our
neighbors, she learned the dump area was a lie — that he’d
actually been released on a corner northeast of Piedmont!
We shifted our attention to the new area — all this time I
was wondering what would Simpson do? I know my cat and
how he behaves at home, but how would he act in a situation
like this? Would he hunker down and hide or run like The
Incredible Journey? We were told we would probably have to
trap him — that even if we could get close, he wouldn’t
respond as expected because he’s disoriented.
At about that time I got a call from a woman with tracking
dogs who offered to help. It would be good practice for her
dog, she said. I supplied a scent sample for the search and
continued doing what I thought might produce results. My
husband and I posted signs on poles, flyers in store windows
and left scores more at residences along the road.
I had one excited call from Ty, the tracking lady, from the
field that day. “We’ve got a hit!” she exclaimed, but later
reported they never saw him, just another cat with white legs.
With hopes heightened and dashed, we got dozens of calls
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER ionOklahoma 89

Photos captured by the game camera.

that turned into dead ends; several regarding the same
friendly little cat who would eventually get rescued. There are
a lot of OTs out there.
The days stretched to weeks and then months in the coldest
of winter weather, and I didn’t want to imagine what might
have happened to Sim. Being a “city cat” I figured – I hoped–
he had sought food and shelter from a house. Maybe he already
had a new home and a new name and they’d never know
where he’d been before they took him in. He has a micro-chip,
but often a foundling is never checked.
I had work and other responsibilities that took
up my time, but I spent every possible moment
furthering the search. My husband broached the
idea of a bulk mailing that I’d considered my
last resort.…and I was getting to that point.
HE’D BEEN MISSING OVER TWO MONTHS
by the time I got my postcard printed and
delivered to the mailer, but things started to
happen quickly after that. Within days I had
a list of calls mainly from two spots: one a
mile south of “ground zero” and another
call that was within sight of the corner.
Something about that closest house
seemed so hopeful, but these people hadn’t had a really good
look at their visitor. He’d come after dark, getting into their
trash, and at first they thought it might be a skunk. When they
realized it was a cat, they started putting cat food out every
night in a dish they bought just for him. But the slightest
movement or touch on the doorknob would send him running
into the darkness.
It took nearly a week for Cecil to set up his game camera with
fresh batteries and a memory card to confirm whether or not
Simpson was their visitor. But the instant I opened those
pictures I knew it was Simpson; I’d know that Lion King chin
anywhere. We made arrangements to take a carrier and a trap
to them the next day.
It was a beautiful day for a reunion. Cecil and Rhonda
greeted us in the warm sunshine of their yard, pointing out
spots where they’d glimpsed Simpson or seen signs of his
presence. They vouched for him being a mouser.
Before unloading the trap, we decided to walk around and
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try a few calls and whistles. At the far
end of the barn, when I turned to look
at Mike about 15 feet away, I saw
Simpson emerge from under a piece of
farm equipment nearby. He went to
Mike and rubbed against his legs. I
hurried to hold him while Mike went to
get the carrier. I felt his soft purr for the
first time in nearly 80 days.
Simpson’s gracious hosts offered to keep him because of
“our neighbor situation,” but they were happy to see that he
was going home with a family who could love and hold him.
And they sent his dish home, too.
That afternoon, I started contacting the multitude of people
I’d promised to update when Simpson was safe. People
actually cried when hearing the news, exclaiming their prayers
had been answered. Ty cried too, saying she’d been out with
her dog often but had had no reason to tell me. She’d
consulted contacts with more cat tracking experience who
said if a cat isn’t found in the first two weeks the chances of
finding it are nearly zero.
We know Simpson beat the odds. He’s happy to be home and
content to stay inside for now. I never tire of watching him
play or sleep in his favorite chair, and he gives me frequent
cat kisses with a smile on his face.
Back at you, Pooky! n

PEOPLE
FIT AND FLAWED
Former model, actress Divini Rae becomes
new face of fitness in Oklahoma
by Heide Brandes

F

ormer model, actress and Playboy
Playmate Divini Rae knows from
experience how unrealistic the world’s
ideal for women can be.

She hates that girls around the world believe they have to
fit an image that doesn’t really exist outside of magazine
pages, and she hates that women are taught to constantly
dislike their bodies.
“It’s about feeling healthy, not looking a certain way,” said
Divini. “So many beautiful women look in the mirror and hate
what they see. There’s no such thing as the perfect body, but
there is such a thing as being balanced, healthy and happy.”
Divini Rae Sorenson grew up in the remote village of
Tanana, Alaska, with no running water and food that her
mother grew herself. She wasn’t a fitness fan in her youth,
but living in the wilds of Alaska meant being naturally active
and outdoorsy.
After marrying her husband, Oklahoma City’s Dr. Winston
Fong, she had two babies and let her own fitness slide. She
bloomed to more than 200 pounds, and that’s when fitness
and health became her new passion.
“I didn’t feel ‘gorgeous’ when I was unhealthy and over 200
pounds, and it was not easy to get healthy again,” she said.
“Every day, I chose to let go of negative thoughts and focus
on good, positive thoughts.”
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IonOklahoma recently sat down for a question and
answer session with Oklahoma’s new fitness queen.

Q. What exactly is DiviniFit.com and how did it come to
be?

D: DiviniFit.com is a place to go for healthy living tips.
My passion and purpose is to share ways to be happy,
healthy, fit - in mind, body, spirit.

Q: Besides the physical fitness aspect, I see that
mental balance is also important to you. Explain why
including the “mind” fitness aspect was so important to
you and your subscribers?
D: Health starts in the mind and spirit. When I choose to
focus on mental and spiritual growth and wellness, my
body responds in a positive way. I make healthier choices.
When I’m depressed and anxious, I tend to make
unhealthy choices. That’s why I’m focusing more on
sharing my tips to mental and spiritual health and
wellness as opposed to just physical exercise. I believe it’s
much easier to make healthy body choices when the mind
and soul are healthy first.

Q. What can someone new to fitness and health learn
from your site that’s unique?
D: I think what’s unique about me is that I’m a big
mess, whereas other fitness advocates out there are super
fit and amazing and making far better choices than I do.
I’m laughing but I’m serious! I make a lot of mistakes.
Sometimes I drink too much caffeine and sometimes I
have milk even though milk makes me sick. Sometimes I
make bad choices. I’m very far from ‘perfect.’ I’m no guru.
I’m seeking to inspire, support and commune with other
women like myself. With the love and support, we can all
make better choices.

Q. What can people do RIGHT NOW to improve their
health?
D: You can improve your health right now, this very
moment, by choosing to think differently. What the mind
believes the body receives. It all starts in the mind, with a
choice. You may tell yourself, quietly or aloud: “Today I
choose health and I choose to be strong.” Visualize what it
looks and feels like to be healthy and strong. You’ll notice
yourself taking the stairs instead of the elevator, or
choosing water over soda.

Q. People see you and see a gorgeous, incredible
woman. Tell me about your fitness journey after you had
your beautiful babies.
D: I’m the mom next door; I’m a flawed, normal, real
person doing the best I can and sharing what I learn with
my friends, which is how I view all women. I’m a true
believer in sisterhood, in us women supporting and loving
our female sisters in this world.
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Q. What is your ultimate goal for DiviniFit.com?
D: I’d like to see it evolve and grow into an online
community of support from all women. A digital
sisterhood if you will. n

Divini Rae with her daughter.
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PEOPLE
2014 Honorees Announced

T

he recipients for the 4th Annual 30
Under 30 Next Gen Awards were
recently announced by iON Oklahoma
Online. This prestigious award honors
individuals under the age of 30 who have shown
professional achievement, community
involvement and commitment to Oklahoma’s
future. Former U.S. Representative and current
president of corporate development with the
Chickasaw Nation, Dan Boren, will be the keynote
speaker at the award ceremony to be held at the
Petroleum Club.
“Each honoree has displayed exceptional leadership among
their peers, and Congressman Boren will further encourage and
inspire these young Oklahoma leaders,” says Don Swift,

publisher of iON Oklahoma Online. “Oklahoma will continue to
advance because of these outstanding individuals. We are proud
to honor their accomplishments and look forward to their
continued contributions and positive influence within our state.”
Distinguished Oklahoma leaders judged over 200 nominees
for this award. Judges included Jane Jenkins, Executive Director
of Downtown OKC, Inc., Blake Wade, CEO of the American Indian
Cultural Center and Museum, Brenda Jones Barwick, President
of Jones Public Relations, Ann Ackerman, CEO at Leadership
Oklahoma, and Don Swift, publisher of iON Oklahoma Magazine.
The Under 30 Next Gen awards ceremony will be on Thursday,
October 16 at the Petroleum Club of Oklahoma City. For Under
30 Next Gen sponsorships or tickets contact iON Oklahoma
Online at 405.607.0930 or www.ionok.com/30under30.

2014 Honorees
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA
Anthony Hendricks, Crowe & Dunlevy
Andy Campbell, Nix Law Firm
Amanda Essalli Elias, Books Brown & Nelson Law
Alixandra Marie Orza, Chesapeake Energy
Ann Gray Gray, Strategy Consulting
Ashley Adams, St Anthony Foundation
Chelsea Canada, Oklahoma Dental Association
Carolyn Colby Wedel, Sandridge Energy
Cory Jenkins, IBC Bank
C Lauren Clark, Pruitt & Associates
Canaan Duncan, Cherokee Nation
David Adams, Chesapeake Energy
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Gina Yannarell, Koch Communication
Jeff Kline Bays, Law Firm
Jake Krattinger, Gable & Gotwals Law
Jamie Bramble, Heritage Hall
Jessica Webb, Feed The Children
Katie McKnight, Ernst & Young
Kelsey Quillian, Renegar Riggs Abney
Keshav Tyagi, Writer/Producer/Director
Kirby Foster, Devon Energy
Kristen Cory, Kaisers
Kristina Evans, American Fidelity
Lauren Ottaway, Crowe & Dunlevy
Leif Francel, Deer Creek Schools

Lincoln Ferguson, KFOR-TV
Travis Stephens, The APP Shop
Travis Brauer, Oklahoma Governor’s Office
Whitely O’Connor, The Curbside Chronicle Founder
Mark Pahl, Pharmaceutical Professionals
Mary Ellen Knewtson, Gooden Group
Matthew Bjork, Teach For America
Megan Tilly, OK Asst ATT GEN
Rachel Hays, OCPA
Scott McGregor, Scott McGregor Homes
Scarlet Le, Omega Investments, LLC
Zach Summer, Oklahoma Lt. Governor’s Office

OUTSIDE OKC
Katy Tipton, ONE Gas
Shagah Zakerion, Tulsa Chamber ypros
Lindsey Sage, Bama Companies
Koshia Silver, Langston University
Nicole Schultz, Chickasaw Public Relations
Ryan Thorley, McDonalds
Brett Knight, Chickasaw Nation Youth Program Director
Cody Mosely, City of Guthrie Director

2013 Honorees
Adam Christensen – Christensen Law Group
Allison Kennedy – Jasco Products
Amy Hubble – Heritage Trust Company
Anna-Marie Costello – Miss United States Organization
Armand McCoy – Trifecta Communications
Ashleigh Arnall – United Way of Central Oklahoma
Bailey Lynn – Lt. Gov. Todd Lamb’s Office
Barbara Miller – Mercy Hospital
Becky Taylor – Infant Crisis Services
Brian Burget – McAfee & Taft
Brian Winslow – Interstate Helicopters
Cameron Brewer – Downtown OKC
Carly Hill – Chickasaw Nation
Christopher Gilchrist – American Fidelity Group
Colleen Burns – St. Anthony’s Hospital
Dustin Akers – The Alliance For Economic Development of
Oklahoma City
Erica Gray – Addison Group
Heath Hornbeek – Hornbeek Blatt Architects
Isaac Rocha – BAMA Companies
Jason Henderson – MAKO Surgical Corp.
John Riesenberg – Devon Energy
Karen Tibbets – Frates Insurance & Risk Management
Katherine O’Brien – True North Living
Lauren Dennison – Urban League of Greater OKC
Lisa Riley – Dale Rogers Training Group

Macie Craven-Tims – Designer/Artist
Madeline Mitchell – Gov. Mary Fallin’s Office
Matthew McCombs – Heritage Trust Company
Megan Parrish – Community Learning Council
Michael Reel – Chesapeake Energy Corp.
Miranda Wilson – YMCA
Mitch McCuistian – Evans & Davis
Nam Do – Sonic Corp.
Paige Williams – Chickasaw Nation
Paul Goodman – Goodman Ventures
Phil Wheeler – Oklahoma City Golf and Country Club
Phillip Mazaheri – Price Edwards & Company
Sarah Glaser – DRE Lighting – LC
Shelby Norman – Orange Leaf
Tina Dzurisin – Archdioceses of Oklahoma City
Travis Jett – Fellers Snider
Travis Mason – Cushman & Wakefield
Whitney Rainbolt – Medallion Management
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2012 Honorees
Jason Acock – Sonic, America’s Drive-In
Nicole Bryce-Howell – OPUBCO Communications Group
Britnee Bryles – KFOR/KAUT
Sara Celi – KFOR/KAUT
Christa Copeland – Midwest Regional Medical Center
Caitlin Dempsey – Grubb & Ellis
Laura Duprez – Gaberino’s Homestyle Italian Restaurant
Holly Faurot – Paycom
Elizabeth Gillum – Heritage Hall
Bailey Gordon – Allied Arts
Elizabeth Gray – Walters Power International
Robert Hefner V – Hefner Energy
Jason Hines – Chesapeake Energy Corporation
Ashley Hurney – MTM Recognition
Kyle Impson – Chickasaw Nation
Garrett King – U.S. House of Representatives
Blake Lawrence – Hall Estill
Katie McDonnell – Devon Energy
Abigail Ogle – KSBI
Blake Patton – Fellers Snider
2011 Honorees
Bosé Akadiri – American Red Cross of Central Oklahoma
Trudy Baidoo – Verizon Wireless
Matt Beckham – Quibids
Mandi Briggs – Heritage Trust Company
Joleen Chaney – KFOR
Ashlie Cornelius – University of Oklahoma Career Services
Jay Doyle – A-Tech Paving
Kelli Dupuy – Sunbeam Family Services
Taylor Fudge – Claims Management Resources
Dacia Harris – The Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs
Lindsay Houts – NewsOK.com
Blake Jackson – Chesapeake Energy Corporation
Mike Jones – Scissortail Creative
Amanda Kirkpatrick – Heritage Hall
Brian Kouhdari – Cole & Reed, P.C.
Lacey Lett – KOKI
Regan Lynn – Oklahoma City Thunder
Christopher Lloyd – Lloyd Entertainment Media Group
Elisa Milbourn – Oklahoma City Convention & Visitors Bureau
Lauren Nelson – KWTV
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Greta Puckett – VI Marketing and Branding
Jeff Riles – Phillips Murrah
Aasim Saleh – OKC Boathouse Foundation
Jessica Shadid – Ackerman McQueen
Andrew Silvestri – Office of Governor Mary Fallin
Christine Soileau – Greater OKC Chamber
Christopher Staine – Crowe and Dunlevy
Juliann Strange – OKC Beautiful
Mike Turner – State Representative
Chris Watkins – Gaillardia Country Club
Kelly Weldon – Precision Therapy Services

Wyas Parker – Chickasaw Nation
Emily Rothrock – Science Museum Oklahoma
Chauncey Shillow – Santa Fe South High School
Emily Sutton – KFOR
Lauren Toppins – Paycom Payroll
Even Vincent – Crowe & Dunlevy
Emily Virgin – State Representative
Ryan Waters – Creative Oklahoma
Zach Weldon – Precision Therapy Services
Kyle Austin Young – Devotionality, LLC
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The INSTITUTE FOR ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN’s PEACE THROUGH BUSINESS ® Program 2013 Graduating Class
Pictured with dignitaries: H.E. Ambassador of the Republic of Rwanda to the U.S., Mathilde Mukantabana; Charlene Lake, AT&T Senior Vice President Public
Affairs & Chief Sustainability Officer; Hon. Mrs. Sultana Hakimi, Spouse of the Afghan Ambassador to the U.S.; Dr. Terry Neese, Founder/CEO IEEW;
Mary Millben, Broadway Actess & Singer/Global Ambassador for Education Africa; Dr. Kevin Fegan, President, Northwood University Texas Campus

investing in a peaceful future
It is widely acknowledged that economically stable societies have a much greater capacity for peace.
Since 2006, the PEACE THROUGH BUSINESS® program has educated women business entrepreneurs
in war torn countries such as Afghanistan and Rwanda, graduating over 400 students. As of 2013, 80%
of our students are still growing their businesses, working to create an atmosphere where peace is possible.
Learn more about how you can help us educate and empower women at ieew.org.

INSTITUTE FOR ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN
2709 W. I-44 Service Rd. Oklahoma City, OK 73112 | P 405.943.4474 | F 405.606.4855

